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ECCLESIASTICT: 


OR, THE 


HISTORY 


Lives, ; Death, 8 
Acts, 3 Writings; 


Of the moſt Eminent 


Fathers of the Church,|! 


That Flouriſht in the 


FOURTH CENTURY. 
WHEREIN 


Among other things an Account is given of the Riſe, Growth, 
and Progreſs of ARIANISM, and all other SEC TS 
of that AGE deſcending from it; | 


Together with An 


INTRODUCTION, 


. CONTAINING 


An Hiſtorical Account of the State of PAGANISM 
Under the Firſt C mn: Emperouts. 


"By WILLIAM CAVE, DD. 
Chaplain in Ordinary to His MAJESTY. | 


Greg. Nazianz. Orat. XXI. p. 376. 
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TO THE 


Moſt Reverend FATHER in GOD 


WILLIAM, 


By Divine Providence , 


Lord ARCH-BISHOP of Canterbury, 
Primate of all England, and Mctropolitan, 


And one of the Lords of His MaJEeSTIES 
Moſt Honourable 


PRIVY-COUNCIL: 


May it pleaſe your GRACE, 
B & O Pardon the Preſumption 
&& of ſending abroad the fol- 
lowing Papers under the Pa- 
SES _—_ of your Name. Not 
Gf that by the advantage of 
your Graces Authority I de- 
ſign to cover any Miſtakes or Failures that 
are in them ; or that I think any Authori- 
ty, how great ſoever, can protect even the 
moſt uſefull and innocent Undertaking 
from the Cenſures of the Envious and the 
Malicious : But that I ſhould eſteem it a fin- 
gular Honour and Privilege to have them 
own'd by a Perſon, who by his excellent 
Learning is as able, as by his Place he is 
oblig'd to defend thoſe Great Catholic and 
Apoſoli Truths, whoſe hard lot and por- 
tion 1s Hiſtorically repreſented in the fol- 
lowing 


The Epiſtle Deadtcatory. 


lowing Book. "The Doctrines, I mean, of 
the holy and undivided Trinity, and the 
- Divinity of our bleſſed Saviour, together 
with the appendant Articles, ſo vigoroutly 
perſecuted in the Age we write of, and 
now again oppos'd in the Age we live in. 
Nor is this the only inſtance, wherein 
the Church needs your Graces Learning, 
and wiſe Conduct ; no leſs now, than it did 
that of Athanaſius, Baſil, or Ambroſe of old. 
Our Times, like theirs , are troublefom 
and unquiet, full of 'diforder and diſtra- 
tion on every fide. The common Laws of 
Charity are broken down ; and Religion, 
in it ſelf the ſtrongeſt Principle of Peace 
and Unity , is made the Ini{trument of 
Feud and Faction, and of a bitter and in- 
temperate Zeal... The Church of England, 
incomperably the bett Part of the Catho- 
lic Church at this day vifible upon Earth, 
is miſerably torn in preces, hated and ma- 
ligned ; ſecretly undermin'd by Enemies 
from abroad, and openly aftaulted by pre- 
tended Friends at home. Altar 1s erected 
againft Altar, and private Congregations 
kept up in —_— to the publick Con- 
ſtitutions. Her Liturgy and Forms of Dj- 
vine Adminiftration derided, odioutly tra- 
ducd, and run down with nothing but 
Noiſe and Clamour. - Her Rites and In- 
{tirutions, though the ſame that were uſed 
in the Primitive Ages of Chriftaniry, de- 
cried as Antichrittian. Her Diſcipline and 
Autho- 
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Authority weakned , and by the obttina- 
cy and perverfenets of Men made inef-= 
fectual. The tmall remains of Her En- 
dowments ( the Monuments of the Boun- 
ty and Piety of elder Times) envied, and 
oreedily gapd at by thoſe who again ex- 
and watch for x lucky Revolution of 
Afﬀairs. Her Governors and regular Cler= 
gy reproach'd, belibell'd , and affronted 
upon all Occaſions, though generally. for 
no better reaſon than doing of their Duty, 
and daring to be honeſt in an evil time. 
And in perſuance of theſe ill defigns, Ca- 
lamnies are fram'd without any regard to 
truth and juſtice ; and no arts, how bad 
or unwarrantable foever, iſcrupled, that 
may. terve to. wound either Her Intereſt, 
or Reputation. - And as Schiſm in the 
Church feldom fails to draw on Faction in 
the State, we find the ſame evil Spirit fer- 
menting, and mixing it felt with Civil Af- 
fairs, '\and that: Character which the A- 
poltle fixt upon the Schiſmaticks of old, 
too notorioutly reviv'd amongſt us, to de- 
ſorſe domimon, and ſpeak evil of drgmties. Pre- 
{umptuous are they, and ſelf-willed, and ſeem 
ditpos'd quite contrary to the mild and 
gentle Spirit of the Goſpel, to beat their 
Plough=ſbares into Swords, and thetrr Prunng= 
hookes into Spears. 
This 1s our caſe; and as ſad was theirs in 
the Age we are ſpeaking of. The Fazth 
once Morro to the Saints, as the nobleſt De= 


-pofitum that could be committed: to :the 
b Church, 
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Church, and which was ſecur'd and ſettled 
with all the Care, which the Piety of the 
| Great Conſtantine could beſtow upon it, was 
yet not only ſhaken, but attempted to be 
pluckt up by the roots, and though Truth 
can be but one, was broken into a thou- 
ſand Blaſphemies, and lewd Opinions. The 
Ark of God was toſsd and driven from 
place to place, and the honour and intereſt 
of the Catholic Church run down with all 
the force, which an infolent and powerful 
Faction could raiſe againſt it. Bnt I had 
rather your Grace {hould take the account 
of their deplorable ſtate from Naz:anzen's 
o.xxm. Pen than Mine. Arianiſm (ſays war though 
"it began like a little Spark at Alexandria, yet 
like Wild=fire it quickly overran the World ; and 
however for the preſent fopt and quench'd by the de= 
cifions of the Nigene Council, yet 1t broke out 
again in the next Reign, like a Wound ſlightly cur d, 
that opens and runs afreſb ; when grievous Wolves 
from ſeveral quarters invaded us, and made bavock 
of the Church. Prieſts were up in Arms againſt 
Prieſts, and one part of the People furiouſly engaged 
againſt another, and under the countenance of the 
Imperial Authority Laws were made againſt the Ca= 
tholic Dottrine, and that too by the procurement of 
thoſe who were neither Men nor Women, a Gener a= 
tion that govern'd all in that Court. Who can ſuff- 
ciently repreſent the Tragical face of things at that - 
time ? the Baniſbments,Confiſcations, Diſgraces, the 
Aſſemblies kept in the Deſerts, the vaſt Multitudes 
of Perſons, yea whole Cites forc'd to ſojourn in the 
Fields, and open Air, and there to contend with 
Hunger 
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Hunger and Cold, with Wind and Weather, and yet 
not ſecure there, the very Wilderneſs not affording 
them Safety and Protettion ; and what i yet more 
lamentable, the Torments, Deaths, and Triumphs of 
Biſbops, contemplative Aſcetics, of Men and Wi- 
men,and thoſe both young and old. Who can ſet forth 
the great Miniſters that contriv'd theſe borrible 
Aiings and Sufferings, ani thoſe who ſtudied in 
this kind to out-do one another, and who had this ad- 
dition to the honour of their Enterprize, that they 
far outwent in Cruelty the deſign f the Prince that 
employ'd them. And then Lghty paſhing over 
the Reign of 7ul:an (whereof he had ſuffi- 
ciently ſpoken elſewhere) he proceeds to 
deſcribe the Miſerics which the Catholics 
endured in the time of /alens, which I ſhall 
not here repreſent. In ſhort, ſo Calami- 
tous was the {tate of thoſe Times, that Re- 
ligion muſt have ſunk under its Preſſures, 
or been ſtifled in a crowd of Hereſic and 
Prophaneſs, had not God rais'd up an ex- 
traordinary race of Men, who ſet them- 
{elves to oppole that Impiety and Licen- 
Ciouſneſs that was become Epidemical,who 
by their diligent Preaching reſcued the 
Minds of Men from Errour, and by the 
Learnedneſs of their Writings, and their 
great Acumen and dexterity in Diſputing 
contended earneſtly for theFaith,batfled and con- 
vincd Gainfayers ; who by the exemplari- 
neſs of their Lives ballanc'd the iniquity of 
the Age, and by their Prayers to Heaven 
arreſted that Vengeance that was ready to 
overtake the World. "Twas the Patience 


and 
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and Conſtancy of Arhanafius, the Vigour and 


Activity of S. Hilary, the Prudence and 


Temper of S. Baſil; the Learning and Elo- 
quence of the Gregorties, the Courage and 
Impartiality of S. Ambroſe, the Zeal and Ve- 
hemency of S. Chryſoſtom, that ſupported the 
Catholic Cauſe, while they livd, and ever 
fince rendred their Names Venerable to 
Poſterity. | 

Of all theſe Matters I have endeavored 
to give ſome competent Account in the 
following Lives; but with what Succeſs and 
Satisfaction, I know not. May the Work 
prove ſo happy, as in any meaſure to gain 
your Graces Approbation, (ſo great a Ma- 
{ter in Church-Antiquity) and I ſhall be 
leſs folicitous about others ; being well a{- 
ſurd, I may much :trulier fay in this caſe 
what S9zomen told the younger Theodoſous, (to 
whom he dedicated his Ecclefiaſtic Hiſto- 


Prefat. ad ry) Whatever ſhall ſeem right and acceptable to 
cleſp.397.J0u, Will certainly appear good and uſeful to all 


other Readers ; nor will any venture to find fault 
with what has once paſt your Graces judgment and 
examination. But whatever becomes of the 
Book it ſelf, if it {hall ſerve to no other 
purpoſe, 'twill at leaſt to this, to convey to 
the World a gratefull Sence of thoſe Fa- 
vours, wherewith your Grace 1s pleas'd to 
_ oblige 

My Lord, 


Your Graces moſt Obedient and Dutiful Servant, 
WILLIAM CAVE, 


THE 
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THE 


PREFACE 


READER 


Tad WO Things there are, whereof *ris like 
05 61 the Reader will expect ſome Account in 
221 reference to the following Papers; Firſt, 
Concerning the Work it ſ{clf ; and next, 
The Materials out of whuch it 1s fram'd 
- and buulr. 

The Work contains the Nobleſt Portion of Church 
Hiſtory, this being in many reſpects the moſt conſider- 
able Age of the Church. For beſides what concerns 
particular Perſons, whoſe Lives and Actions arc here re- 
lated, he will here find an Account of the Fall and Sup- 
preſſion of Paganiſm , the Antient and Univerfally recei- 
ved Religion of the World ; of the Converſion of Prin- 
ces to the Faith, the Adopting Chriſtianity to be the Re- 
ligion of the Empire, the Acts and Proceedings of the 
Two Firſt General Councils, the Advancement of the 
Church to its greateſt height of Splendour, and thoſe 
lamentable Ruptures, that ſoon after were made in it by 
Schiſm and Faction, by Covetouſneſs and Ambition, 
and the cunning Craftineſs of thoſe that lay in wait to De- 
CETVE. 

It had pleas'd the Divine Wiſdom and Providence, 
now at length to reſcue Chriſtianity from the Crueltics 
of thoſe Heathen Perſecutions, which for ſome Ages 
had quartered ſo heavily upon it, and to raiſe up a Prince 
to be @ Nurſing Father to the Church, whoſe Picty made 
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him as willing, as his Power made him able, to protect 
and defend it. He guarded it with Wiſe and Prudent 
Laws, enrich'd it with an immenſe Bounty and Muni- 
ficence, honour'd and rever'd its Biſhops, encourag'd 
and nobly ptovided for its Clergy 3- demoliſht Churches 
were repaird , and new ones were erected with all the 
Pomp and Magnificence, which Coſt or Art could be- 
ſtow upon them ; the Solemn Aſſemblies were mightily 
frequented, and encreas'd by the daily acceſſion of New 
Converts ; the Holy Offices were perform'd with all due 
Reyerence and Devotion, and days of Jubilee were kept 
in evefy place, in thankfulneſs to Heaven for ſo happy 
a Change and Revolution of Afﬀairs, ſo bleſſed a Scene 
of Proſperity and Safety. It added to the joys of the 
common triumph, . to ſee Pagan Idolatry and Superſti- 
tion going ſo faſt down the Wind, and every where 
driven into Holes and Corners. All this the Devil, che 
great Adverſary. of Mankind, beheld with an Envious 
and an Evil eye ; and becauſe no longer able to aſſault 
the Church by Force and Violence, he refoly'd to at- 
raque it by more Secret and Deſtructive Councils, 
Hereupon the Envious Man betook himſelf to his old 
trade of Sowing Tares, ſtirring up fit Agents and Emiſz 
farics to poyſon Mens minds with Errour, intending 
thereby to break the Church into Parties and Factions; 
and to introduce irreconcileable Feuds and Quarrels, 
which produc'd Fatal and Miſchievous effects, beyond 
the rage of all the Heathen Perſecutions. Nor did theſe 
Agents make their onſet upon the Qut-works of the Faith, 
bur ſet themſelves to undermine the main and Founda- 
tion Articles of Chriſtianity ; and whereas hitherto the 
Gentiles had cxalted Creatures into the place of God, theſe 
Factors endeayour'd to dethrone God into the rank of 
Creatures. 

The firſt that enter'd on the Publick Stage, to ſet on 
foot this Deſign, was Arins, a Presbyter of Alexandria, 
who being a Man of nimble Parts, and a daring Sparit, 
openly call'd in Queſtion the Catholic Doctrine concer- 
ning the Divinity, Eternity, and Coecflentiality , of the 
Son of God, and in oppoſition thereunto advyanc'd quite 
contrary 
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quite contrary Propoſitions of his own ; which not- 
withſtanding his ſhuffling Compliances at every turn to 
ſcrve his Cauſe, he ſtifly maintain'd while he liv'd, and 
his Diſciples and Followers improv'd and carried on after 
his deceaſe. The growth and progreſs of whoſe perni- 
cious Herefie, we have with, ſome Care and Diligence 
crac'd from 1ts very firſt Originals, remark'd the ſeveral 
ſteps and advances which it made, and the evil arts 
which that ſubtle and - potent Faction made uſe of to 
promote and further ir. The Account whereof we have 
chiefly lodg'd in the Life of Athanaſius ( the proper Seat 
of the Arian Story ) where if any paſſages ſeem bur hin- 
ted at, or briefly related, they will be found more. at 
large in ſome of the other Lives, where they more pro- 
perly fall in. And becauſe from this root of bitterneſs 
many poyſonous Branches ſprang up ; we have taken 
Notice, as they came in our way, of the ſeveral ſubor- 
dinate Sects and Hereſjies, that infeſted the Church with- 
in this Period. 

But though all along we have kept an eye to the ge- 
neral Story, yet we have ſtill remember'd what we had 
more particularly in deſign, the Lives of the Learned 
and Excellent Perſons of this Age, whoſe Story we have 
drawn together, as far as the Records of thoſe Times 
would enable us, with uſeful Reflections upon thoſe Di- 
yine Graces and Vertues, which rendered them fo Exem- 
plary and Confſpicuous 1n their ſeveral Stations : Nor 
have we forgotten, what conduces not a little to clear 
the Learncd part of their Story, to obſerve the particular 
Times and Occaſions, upon which many of thoſe Books. - 
which they have lett behind them, were written. If we 
have not made fo particular a Criſis and Cenſure of eve- 
ry ſingle Tract, as ſome Men perhaps may expeet, it was 
becauſe the thing has been done ſo oftcn,and to far better 
purpoſes by others, than I can pretend to do it. And I 
had no mind to write Church-Hiftories out of Binius, or 
to preſent the World with a View of Antiquity, by tran- 
{cribing what Sculterus, Cook, River, &c. what Poſſevine, 
Bellarmin, Labbee, &c. have ſaid upon thoſe Arguments: 
However I hope enough 1s here ſaid to clear the moſt 

C. 9 material 


The Preface to the Reader. 


material Caſes, -and that their Works are ſer in ſuch a 
Light, as will let the World ſec, how unjuſt and unſcho- 
——» 4 lar-ike that Cenfure 1s, which a Hater of falſe Hiſtory 
iect.17. p92. has-paſt upon the Primitive Fathers, and uſher'd in with 
—_ — 2d 74 paſt all doubt, that the Number of Learned Biſhops 
'+P-15) among them was very rare ; and that there are many Poor 
men among us, divers Weavers and Plough-men of his own 
Church at Kidder-minſter, who are able not only to Pray 
and Teach, as well as moſt of thoſe, who are by Euſcbius ex- 
told as the Famous Biſhops of the Second and Third Age , 
but to Write as methodical, pious, weighty Trattates, as any 
that were Written by men that neither convers d with the 
Apoſtles, nor had been bred up in Philoſophy ; 10 not excep- 
ting Clemens Romanus himſelf, Ignatius, Irenzxus, Cy- 
prian, Macarius, Ephrem Syrus, Syneftus, Ifidor Pelu- 
fiota, and many more ; and that he could name many Lay. 
men not only Learned, but ſuch as have neither had many 
Languages nor Philoſophy, who have Written more Accurate- 
ly, and Fudiciouſly, and as Piouſly, as any of theſe. 

If it ſhall ſeem ſtrange to any, that ſo Learned and 
Buſic an Age of the Church ſhould aftord Materials bur 
tor Nine Lives (for no more were at firſt drawn up ) 
that wonder will ceaſe when 1t 1s confider'd, that the 
Story of theſe Perſons 1s very Large and Comprehenſive, 
and gathers in the Account of moſt others of Note, 
which of themſclves were not enough to fill up diſtinct 
ſingle Lives. However theſe Papers lying a long time by 
mc, gave mc an opportunity to look back upon the Story 
of this Age, and to gather up the ſcatcr'd and imperfect 
Memoirs, that were left behind ; which accordingly I 
pickt up, and put together, and have thrown into an Ap- 
pendix at the end of the Book. I might indeed have taken 
the advantage of the Lives of S. Auguſtine, Ferom, and 
ſome others ; but their Story runs too tar out into the 
following Seculum, to be properly brought within the 
compaſs of this. Beſides that, I was fenfible that the 
Volume was alrcady ſwell'd into roo great a bulk, and 
indeed much greater than I cither deſired, or: intended. 
And becauſe I had elſewhere obſcry'd the Methods, by 
whici Chriſtianity had prevail'd in the World , u—_ 
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the times of the Heathen Emperours, I now thought 
good to premiſe an Hiſtorical Survey of the ſtatc of Pa- 
ganiſm under the Reign of the Firſt Chriſtian Emperours ; 
though not with that Latitude which the Subje&t may 
ſeem capable of; remembring I wrote not an Hiſtory but 
an Introdution.] know not wherher the Reader may expect 
to find more-particular Accounts of ſome things relating 
to the Reign of Zulian (of latc ſo hotly conteſted among 
us.) But beſides my natural averſncſs ro Controverſie, 
this Introdation was not only Written, bur Printed ſome 
Months before cver the Diſpute was ſtarted concerning 
Fulian, which has made ſo much noiſe amongſt us. If 
the Reader ſhall meet with any Paſſages in the body of 
the Book, which may more properly ſeem to challenge 
a place in the Introduction, he may pleaſe to take notice, 
that this laſt was a Piece of a later date, done atter the 
other was completed. A good part of the Accounts re- 
lating to this atfair, I have borrowed from the Imperial 
Laws of thoſe times; for adjuſting the dates, and aſcer- 
taining the truc meaning of many of which,” I own my 
{clf oblig'd to the Learned Monſtexr Gothofred, in his cla- 
borate Commentaries on the 7 heodoſtan Code. The ſame 
Author has a ſmall Tract under this Title, De Staru Pa- 
ganorum, &c. but which upon view, as theſe Papers were 
going to the Preſs, I found to be nothing bur ſhore 
Notes, which he afterwards publiſht more ar large in his 
Comment on the 7enth 7 itle of the laſt Book of the fore- 
mentioned Code, viz. the Title de Pagans, Sacrificiis, & 
Templis. And pity it 1s that that Title 1s ſo detective; 
the Laws of Five ſeveral Empcrours, relating to theſe 
matters, viz. 7ulian, Fovian,Valentinian,Valens,and Gratian, 
for the ſpace of no leſs than Five and twenty Years (the 
full fourth part of the Seculum ) being utterly loſt. 
Such is the Work we have here built up. Come we 
next to the Authors, that furniſhr our Materials tor it: 
And h-rcinI have conſtantly obſerv'd this Method. In 
the firſt place Ialwaics had recourſe to the Works of that 
Perſon, whoſe Life I defi-n'd to write, as which were 
likelieft ro afford the molt certain and ſatisfactory Ac- 
count of things. And herein none ſcry'd me to better 
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purpoſe,than the Writings of Arhanaſius,who 1s moſt pun- 
tual and acurate in ſetting down all the gnportant Aft- 
fairs and Paſſages of his own Litc,and indeed in recording 
the general Story of thoſe Times. And it could not bur 
ſcem ſtrange to me,as I ſuppoſe it will do to others, that the 
the Church Hiſtorians, Socrates,&c. who trade ſo much in 
his Writings, have yet ſo wofully perplext and entangled 
his Affairs,even in thoſe things which in Athanaſrus himſelf 
are very plain and eafice. And here by the way, I can- 
not but bewail the unhappy Fate of this Great mans Wri- 
tings, (and indecd of moſt of the Greek Fathers ) that 
they are generally ſo ill tranflated, as muſt very often 
unavoidably miſlead thoſe that are forc'd to depend up- 
on them. Of che truth whereof, were there no other, 
Baronius is a notorious inſtance. Next, I betook my felt 
to thoſe who liv'd at the ſame time with them, or at no 
great diſtance from them, and from them pickt up ſuch 
Hiſtorical Remarks as might be moſt uſetull ro my pur- 
poſe ; eſpecially ſuch who had written the Lives of any 
of the Antients, that liv'd not long before them. Laſt 
of all, I apply'd my ſclf ro the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians; 
the chict whereof ( ſetting aſide Evſebins, of whom clſe- 
where, and a ſmall part of whoſe Hiſtory relates to this 
pcricd ) are Four, all Writing much about the ſame 
timc,, wiz. Socrates, Sozomen , Theodorit , and Philo- 
ſtorgins. 

Socrates was born at Conſtantinople, probably about 
the beginning of the Reign of Theodoſius, educated un- 
der two Famous Maſters, Helladius and Ammonius, who 
having fled trom Alexandria, had open'd a Grammar- 
School in the Imperial City. Being grown up, he turn'd 
Advocate , ( thence 'term'd Scholaſticus ) and pleaded 
Cauſes. In his declining Age, he ſet himfclt ro write 
the Hiſtory of the Church, which he diſpatche un Seven 
Bvoks, beginning where Ezſebius lctr, and ending Anno 
CCCCXXXIX.. A Work defignedly written 1n a plain 
ſtyle , bur with ſingular Induſtry and Fidelity , and 
which he review'd and corrected more than once. Nor 
did he trade in flying Reports, the Accounts he gives 
being cither of ſuch things as himſcelt had ſeen, or had 
recelv'd 
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receiv'd from credible Eye-witneſſes, or tranſcribed from 
Records of unqueſtionable. Authoruy, , As to his Rel 
gion he was a Catholic, for though ſome Paſſages in his 
iſtory look favourably upon the Nozatians, yet they 
are not ſufficient to evince him to have been of. that 
ſide. ak 
' Sozomen was deſcended of Anceſtors that were of Pa- 
Le/tine extraction, he ſtudied the Law at Berytus, the 
Univerſity of the Roman Laws. And thence betook him- 
{elf ro the practick part of them, viz, to plead Cauſes 
at Conſtantinople. \, varia this employment he ſet upon 
Writing an Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, which he began from 
the Birth of Chriſt, and brought down to the depoſing 
of Licinius. - But this 'tis like was nothing but a Compen- 
dium of Euſebius's Hiſtory, and is long ſince loſt. Hence 
he carricd it on through the Reigns of the ſeveral Empe- 
rours, 'till the times of the younger Theodoſivs, to whom 
he Dedicated it. His Style 1s cven, and very agrecable 
to his Subject, wherein he goes as far beyond Socrates, 
as he falls ſhort of him in judgment and accuracy. They 
both liv'd at the ſame time, and it admits of ſome de- 
bate which of them Wrote firſt ; but there are ſome 
circumſtances that adjudge the precedency to Socrates, 
and this not .the leaſt , that Sozomen frequently adds 
to, and cnlarges the others Relations and Accounts of 
things. '$ 
The next that ſucceeds is Theodorit, born at or near 
Antioch in Syria, devoted by his Parents to a very ſtrict 
and deyout Life ; and accordingly brought up under 
great Severity of Diſcipline, eſpecially under the Care 
and Tutorage of 7heodorus Biſhop of Mopſueftia. Pre- 
ferr'd afterwards to the Biſhoprick or Cyrus, a City buile 
by the Jews in honour of Cyrus, the great Perſtan Prince. 
A Man of excellent Learning, and admirable Parts, a- 
mong the many Monuments whereof, which he has 
tranſmitted to Poſterity, his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory is not 
leaſt conſiderable ; conſiſting of Five Books ( though 
there are that ſay he writ as many more) which he 
publiſht not till ſome time after thoſe that had writ 
before him, whoſe Detects and Omiflions he deſign'd 
to 
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ro ſupply, eſpecially as to the Church Afﬀairs of the 
Eaftern parts, where himſelf liv'd. His Style and way 
of Writing is highly commended by the incomparable 
Photius, as more poliſht, clear, and equal, and every 
ways adapted to an Hiſtorical ſtrain. 

Contemporary with the reſt was Philoſtorgius, a Cap- 
patltian, the Son of Carterius, and Eulampia, born about 
the Year CCCLXYII. Ar twenty Years of Age he came 
to Conſtantinople, to accompliſh his Studies, and attain'd 
to a great Proficiency in all the polite, as well as uſefull 
parts, both of Secular and Sacred Learning. As to his 
Religion he was an Arian, and that of the worſt ſtamp, 
an Eunomian, as alſo his Patents were before lum. He 
wrote an Hiſtory of the Church from the riſe of Ariz, 
till about the Year CCCCXXV. which! he digeſted into 
XII. Books, with this peculiar contrivance, that the firſt 
Letter of every Book, being taken 1n order, and put 
rogether , ingeniouſly expreſſes the. Author's Name. 
Though his Style be generally very neat and good, yet 
his Accounts are intolerably partial ; his deſign through- 
out the whole being to expoſe the Catholics, and to 
vindicate the Arzans , eſpecially Aetius and Eunomins, 
making all his Relations look in favour of them. So 
that as Photius well obſerves, his Book ſeems rather a 
Panegvrick upon Hereſfie, than an Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 
For which reaſon he cannot fſately be truſted in thoſe 
things, wherein the intereſts of Arianiſm, but eſpecially 
Eunomianiſm, are particularly concern'd. His Hiſtory 
has cither miſcarried, or has not yet ſeen the light ; 
only the large excerpra, which Photius long ſince made 
our of 1t, are ſtil] preſerv'd, and were firſt publiſht with 
an uſeful] Comment by that Learned French Lawyer 
Facobus Gothofredus , whom we mention'd before. In 
ſhort, the Authorities of the Antients, which we rely 
upon, arc generally Authentick , and unqueſtionable, 
and need no ſuffrages to ſupport their Credit. 

As for Writers of a modern and later datc, we have 
made little uſe of them, cſpecially ſuch as have parti- 
cularly dealt in this way of writing Lives. I know the 
Lives of ſeveral of theſe Fathers have of late times been 
Writcn 
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written in French. But beſides that, my unacquainted- 
neſs with that Language had kept me from knowing 
what thev had done in that kind, their laxe and diffuſc 
way of writing Lives made me lefs curious and folici- 
tous in enquiring after it. Whether herein I have done 
Well or Ill, I know not; ſurc I am, I have gratified 
my own Inclinations. For 1t being my deſign to de- 
rive the notices of things immediately from the Foun- 
tain head, I thought it to little purpoſe to go ſo great 
away about, for what I muſt come to at laſt. I have 
but one thing more, and that 1s to requeſt the Learned 
Reader, that if he chance to meet with any material 
Miſtakes, beſides thoſe that lic at the Printers door, he 
would pleafe to drop a foft and favorable Cenſure , 
conſidering that the Work is large, and the ſearches 
that were to be made Diffuſe and Various, and which 
neceſſarily drew ſuch at hitrry of thoughts along with 
them, as perhaps might not always ave Conſideration 
at home, minutely to weigh every thing in an exact 
ballance. Not that Iam confcious to my felt of having 
been wanting 1n any Poinc, cither of Fidelity or Care, 
but that after all, I dare not confidently fecure my ſelf 
from Error. If the Reader ſhall be at any time at a 
lofs in Circumſtances that relate to time, I defire him to 
conſult the. Chronological Table, which I have added at 
the end of the Book. 


EEE A T4. 


Though all due Care was taken in correCting the Sheets from the Preſs ; yer, 
through the negligence of others, ſeveral Errors have eſcap'd, which the Rea- 


der is deſir*d thus to amend. 


| TROD. p. 12. 1.5. r. 25th. p.23: 1.1. after, ſtood, add (as ſome affirm) 24. 19. r. Febr. 
the 14th. 39. 49. r. for all. 45. 38. r. Schoolmaſter. 52. 4- I. werefonns. 59. 4. r. May the 
2d. 63. 21. del. the Parentheſis and what is in it. ' 

BOOK; ÞP. 3: |. 20. r. Jxanomys. 8. 32. after, title, add, out. 9. 20, Marg. r. Blaſt. 11. 
17. r. Son. 34. 24. after, foiſted, add, in. 57. 16. Marg. isrg. 62. 25. after, very God of, add, 
very. 76.6. after, Cabinet, add, full. 97. 9. June 17th. 1.13. r. one month. 105. 8. r. Mareats. 
107.10. after, #t, add, all. 133. 32. r. Calaruanus. 139. 27. r. VII 142. I. r. ſay. 1. 45. r. at. 162. 
32. r. where. 1.-33. r. were. 165.6, r. Theoftiſtus. 175. 36. r. gentleneſs. 195. 34. r. 39me. 196. 
r. Levitici. 1. 9. r. Auftuario. 210. 19. r. that s. 211.38. r. falſafie. 216. 11. del. the. 222. 13. place 
the-Semncolon after, 8% Fyvos. 226.45. r. wild. 238. 44. del. fuging. 246. 24.7. Aunxis. 268.1 
r. Mother. 279. 2. r. aſſerters. 1. 17. r. throne. 282. 2. r. ſpecimen. 290. 38. r. dvniT/ me. 297- 4s. 
r. Thaſſus. 310. 43. r. 360. 31T. 44+ r. obnoxious. 315.3. I. x29'. 319. 15. for, which, r. its. 324. 
17.r. clap. 335. 41. r- unworthy. 337. $- r. Epiſcopus. 343+ 42. I- ran. 351. 2. r. unwarrantabjy, 
361.40. after 339. add, years. 3v1. 24. r. ſtrittures. 333. 37. r. Divinity. 389. 36, r. covered. 1.46. 
r. World. 442. 35. r-turn'd. 444-ult. r. wry Aw7]Cr. 475. 1. del. un- 477.19. r. over-run. 492, 
30. after, 60. add, and. 494. 7. I. dizgiws. 495. 3I. r. all, $00. 24, r. haſt. 514. 2.r. yamIxias. 


$33. 46. del. then. 
APPEND. p. 5-1. 25. r. man. 32.14. for, 30.r. three, (which place, upon ſecond thoughts, 


T conceive relates to the number of the 53447, Lines or Verſes, that were contained in his whole 
Works.) ib.1. 25. for, world, r. light. p. 35. I. 35. del. and. 47. 42. r.Simplicium.col. 2.1.23.r.-refione. 
N. B. A Paſſage concerning Arius p.75. is again made uſe 'of p. 89. occaſioned by following 


Socrates. 

Whereas in P. 248. it is faid from S. Baſil, that Hermogenes was Biſhop of Ceſarea at 
the time of the Nicene Council; the Reader is not to underſtand it (as otherwiſe he will be apt 
to do, and Baronins fo far took for granted, as to affirm, S. Baſil had miſtaken, and forgot him- 
ſelf, Ann. 325. N. 33.) of the Great Ceſarea in Cappadocia (for Leontius was at that time Biſhop of 
that See, as we have noted from Naz. p. 273. and is generally granted) but rather of another 
Ce(arca in Armenia minor, mentioned by Pliny, l. 6. c. 8. p. 91. and that as diſtin& from the 
Cappadrcian Ceſarea, ib.c, 3. and whoever carefully confiders S, Baſil's account, will think it nor 


only probable, but beyond all peradventure. - 


end) ' 
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Auſes of others after bis Example, and their fabel wnd miſter this Eads. 
- "Pr rhe Emperour car's hrine; #5 4 pekſor dedr to Chriftians. 
Hhs attempts to bring Chriſtians low,and to weakes their Powey anil Thte- 
reſt, by baniſhing them from all plates of Honour a#d Truft, by witfeaſona- 
ble Fines and T axations, and by ſetting the ſeveral Paytzes of Chrift tans 
at variance with each other. Inſtances given of all theſe. His tomni- 
wving at the Perſecution rais'd againſt the Chriftims by his Commilnders 
and Governours. His abſtaining from open Perſecution, why ;-+hd it 
fell heavy upon particula? perſons and places. His diſconraghng and dri- 
wing away the Biſhops and Clergy, and aboliſhing their Revenues awd Pri- 
wileges, The policy of that attempt. His entonraging the Jews, and 
reſtoring their Temple and Religion, tm oppoſition to the Chriſtians, 

he advantages which he propounded to himſelf thereiy, Hit tndea- 
wour to extinguiſh all Hamane Leathing 4 rhe Chriſtians, there. 
by to make them more plyable to Gentile Iifmuations. The folly of 
that attempt. The infinite encouragement he gaveo Philoſophers, aud 
all that appear'd able xd zealous againſt Chrifiant, His projet# to en- 
ſnare unwary Chriſtians into a compliance ivith Pigan Superſtition. Some 
Inſtances given of « The Hiſtorical pars of the rematndev of his time 
briefly proſecuted. His expedition 4g4iaſt Petlia. The OFMI#HS bt rom- 
ford in his march in honour of the Pagan Deities: Hit comirig to Antioch, 
and reproaching them with the wotorious neglet# of the Gehtile Rites. 
The ſcurrilous Reflettions caſt upon him by the people of that City. His 
writing his Milopogon, 4 Satyrical Diſcourſe, to be reveng'd of them. 
His departure from Antioch, and execrable Divinations at Carrz, the 
Reliques whereof found afier his Death. His engagement with the Per- 
fians, il! Succeſs, and Death, The Author of is Death unknows : 
Several Reports concerning it ;, charg'd by Libanius upon the Chri- 

ians. Some extraordinary paſſages relating to his Death. His Chara- 
fer. The ſeaſonableneſs of his Death to the Chriſtians, Nazianzen's 
triumphant Diſcourſe upon it. Pag. 25. 


SECT. IV. 


In what Caſe Gent//ſm ſtood under the 
Reigns of Jovian, VALENTINIAN, 
and VALENS. 


ovian choſen Emperoar, reſolutely refuſes it, *till the Arm eſſes it 
J fſelF C 3h Me is Kees by - for his Zeal dab) res 
ſtranity, which he owns to be the true Religion. His granting ſome kind 
of Indulgence to Men of any Religion. The great Commendations given 

im by Themiſtius the Philoſopher upon that account. Moderation in 
Religion highly cried up aud - or by the Gentiles, when themſelves 
ſtood in need of it. The ſudden Death of Jovian. Valentinianele#ed 
by the Army. His Jal againſt Pagan Iaplatry, and ſufferings upon that 
account in the time of Julian, His Brother Valens taken inro a Part- 


nerſbip 
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nerſbip in the. Government. Indulgence ranted to-every one to uſe his 
own way of Worſhip. This Liberty abus d by the Gentiles, and therefore 
retrench'd by ſeveral Laws, No Chriſtians to be condemned to the Gla- 


diatory Sports ,. or 46 be forc'd to guard the Heathen Temples. The 


vanity of a Predittion of the Gentiles, that the Chriſtian Religion 
ſhould laſt but CCCLXV Tears. All divinatory Conſultations ſeverely 
profubited in the Eaſtern Parts. A magical Tripos made by the Gen- 
tiles far enquiring after Valens his Succeſſor, and the manner of con- 
ſulting it : Theqdorus, « Gentile, intimated t9 be the Perſon. Theſe 
Tranſattions diſcovered to Valens, who puts to death all Perſons con- 
cernd in the Conſpiracy. A ſevere Proceſs a ay all Philoſophers and 
Magictens, Maximus, 7 utor -# grep , bebe 4 upon this vceaſion, 
Great rigour. us'd towards ill whoſe Names began with T HEOD,. and 
yet Theadoſius eſcap'd, and was his Succeſſor. Books of Magic ordered 
to be burnt. St..Chryloſtom in danger upon that account. Smart Pro- 
ceedings againſt the Gentiles i the Weſt, but moderated by the Inter- 
ceſſion' of the Senate, Priviledges granted to the Provincial Prieſts. 
The Saracens, when and how converted to the Chriſtian Faith. Arria - 
niſm, how it crept in among the Goths. Their Letters invented, aud 
the Bible tranſlated into that Language by Ulphilas their Biſhop. Valens 
his Rage againſt the Catholicks mitigated by an Oration which Themiſtius 
the P loſepher made to him to that purpoſe. Pag. 50. 


—_—_—_— 


SECT. V. 


The State of Pagan Religion under the 


Reigns of Gra Tian, THEoODOSIUS 
the Great, and his Succeſlors. 


Theodoſius advazc'd by Gratian to the Eaſtern Empire, His reſtraining 


the boldneſs & liberty of the Pagans, by ſevere Laws againſt Apoſtacy, 
Sacrifices, Divinations , &C. Gentiliſm hereby redus'd to a low ebb, 
Particular proviſion about the Temple at Fdeila. Gratian refuſes the 
Sacerdotal Stole, and the Title of Pontitex Maximus, hitherto worn 

Chriſtian Emperours. Proceedings againft Paganiſm reviv'd, and more 
brisbly carried on in the Eaſt. The —_ Temple of Sarapis at Alex- 
andria defac'd, and the ridiculous Follies of Gentile: Idolatry publickly 
expord. Sedition and Tumult herenpon rats'd by the Gentiles, and great 
miſchief” done to Chriſtians. The Reformation carried on by Theophilus 
Bilhop. of Alexandria. T he celebrated Image of Sarapis openly burnt. 
The Ruin of this Temple foretold by the Gentiles themſelves. The reſt 
of the Temples at Alexandria demoliſh'd. The lewdneſs and debaucheries 
uſnally committed in thoſe places ſhewn by a particular inſtance. Chri- 


 ftizn Churches eretted over thoſe places, The River Nilus not flowing 


ſo plentifully as formerly. This charg'd by the Gentiles as a puniſhment 


' . from the Gods for the deftruttion of their Temples ; but prov'd falſe by a 


contrary Event. The . ſame Reformation carried on in the Eaſtern 
: Parts. 


Xx ' 


The ConTENnrTs. 


Parts. The miraculous demoliſhing a Temple at Apamea by Marcellus 
Biſhop of that place. Theodoſius at ——_ the Gentile part 
_y Senate to become Chriſtians , but is obſtinately rejetted, Sym- 
machus for his inſolence and ineportunity baniſh'd Rome. The Gentile 
Cauſe undertaken, and ex proteilo pleaded by Libanius : The Sum of 
his Oration de Templis preſented to the rw gw; but nothing gain'd 
from him. Attempts ofthe Gentiles againſt his Life, Several Edits 
for the _—_— of "_ Rites. Theodoſius his laſt Law againſt 
the whole Body of their Religion, and the ſeveral Parts and Branches 
of it. The Death of that good Emperour. The ſame work purſued by Ar- 
cadius his Son and Succeſſor. The remaining Temples pulld down, and 
the Materials diſpos'd of to publick Buildings. The Council of Carthage 
petitions Honorius for the aboliſhing the Remainders of Idolatrous Rites 
in Aﬀric, with the Emperour's Anſwer. Several Laws of Honorius , 
and the younger Theodoſius, in purſuance of the ſame Deſign thorough 
all Parts of the Empire, briefly xoted. Paganiſm afraid to ſhow its head, 
and generally driven into Corners, The whole concluded with a ſhort Re- 
capirulation ont of Theoderit. Pag.58: 


THE 


CONIENTS 


OF THE 


B O O K. 


The Life of Eusx8B1us Biſhop of Czſarea 
in Paleſtine. 


The time and place of his Birth. His Kindred unknown. Hi firſt Stu- 
dies, His intimacy with Pamphilus and others. The Diocletian Per. 
ſecution when begun. Its fierceneſs in Palzſtine. Pamphilus cf 
into Priſon. His and Euſebius's joynt Stadies there. Their Apology 
for Origen. Pamphilus his Trial and Martyrdome., His Learnin 
and great Charity. Euſebius his journey into Egypt. The great & 
werity of the Perſecution in thoſe parts. His impriſonment there. 
Vindicated from the Charge of offering Sacrifice, Flis writing againſt 
Hierocles. Hierocles who, and what his Books againſt the Chriflians, 
T heſe: Books anſwered by Euſebius ; and this prov'd to be onr Eulebius. 
His being made Biſhop of Czfarea, and the eminency of that See, His 
oration at the Dedication of the Church at Tyre. The Licinian perſe- 
euticn. The Arian controverſie. His interceding with Alexander o 
Alexandria i behalf of Arius, and his Letter to that purpoſe. The 
Synod of Nice. Eulebius his honourable place and imployment in that 
Council ; his explication of that place, The Lord created me, &c. His 
Letter to the People. of Calarea about the Aﬀairs of the Nicene Synod, 
the Creed, the explication of the Articles, and his Subſcription to them. 
Some brief” remarques upon that Epiſtle, Conſtantine's Letter to hins 
about the rebuilding of Churches, and his care for the deſtruttion of Ido- 
latry. Euſebius's Letter to the Empreſs Conſtantia concerning the 
Image of our Sxviour, His Chronicon, what and when written, His 
Eccleſiaſtick Hiſtory, and Books de locis Hebraicis. His Commentaries 
de Przparatione & Demonſtratione Evangelica. The time of their be. 
ing written ſtated. The Synod at Antioch, and Depoſition of Euſtathius, 
Euſebius his refuſal of that See, and commendation from the Emperour 
upon that account. The Dedication of Conſtantinople. The Emperor's 
Letter to Euſebius, to provide Bibles for the new eretted Churches there, 
The Council at Tyre. Euſebius's rude treatment there by Potamo Biſhop 
of Heraclea. The Dedication of the magnificent Church of the Sepulchre 
at Jeruſalem. Euſebius his Orations upon that occaſion. His Book of the 
Deſcription of that Church. His Oraticn de laudibus Conſtantini, 
where, and upon what occaſion. His writing againft Marcellus, when, 


and 
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and why. Marcellus who. The death of Conſtantine, and his Charadter. 
Euſebins his Books de vita Conſtantini, axd the defigu of them. Eulc- 
bius's death, and ſucceſſor. His admirable learning, and excellent works, 
Hes colletFins Church-antiquities, and how qualified for it. His Style, 
with Photius his cenſure of it. The charge of Arianilm heavily laid upon 
him. An attempt towards his Vindication by 4 general Apology, and by 
many particular paſſages out of his writings. Who his Apologiſts among 
the Antients. Condemn'd by the ſecond Nicene Council, and why. T he 
Charadters given him, and Honours done him in the Weſtern Church. 
The moderate cenſure of Pope Pelagius. Baronius his particular pique 
againſt him, nhence, The ſtory of Conſtantine”s being baptized at Ni. 
comedia conſidered, The truth of Euſebius his relation juſtified againſt 
Baronius. Mhat allowance ts be made for the harſh expreſſions 1n Eule- 
bius bis works, His writings enumerated. Pag.. 1; 
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The Life of Armanastvus Biiltop of 


Alexandria. 


SEC i Kh 


His Afts from bis Birth till the firſt Condemnatim of Arius by 
the Synod at Alexandria. 


Alexandria his Birth-place. The nn of that City. His perſonating 
4 Biſhop, and adminiſtring Baptiſm when a Child, The care taken of 
his Education, and being plac'd under Peter Biſhop of that See. The 

© breach between Teter and Meletius under the Diocletian Perſ2cation, 

be The riſe and occaſion of the Meletian Schiſm. Arius who ; his taking 
>, part with Meletius. Achillas how long Biſhop of Alexandria, prov'd 
not tob? the Arian Achillas againſt Sandius. Alexander's ſucceedizs 
him in that S:e, and his advancement ftomach'd by Arrius. The wario:s 
| accounts concerning the firſt _m n cf Arius his wenting his impious 
10 Principles enquir'd into. What his Principles were, repreſented from the 
bi Fragments of his own Writings, His Notions (probably) borrowed 
: from the Schools of the degenerate Platoniſts. His induſtrious propa- 
gating of his Doftrine, eſpecially by means of the weaker Sex. Con- 


aemned by a Synod at Alexandria. Pag. 37. 
SECT. 
His Aits from Arius bis firſt Condemnation , till the Council of 
Nice. 


Arius his great endeavours to recommend and ſupport his Cauſe, The ſum 
\ Alexander's Letter to Alexander of Byzantium, concerning Arius, 
is Principles, Abetters, and Condemnation. Euſebius Biſhop of Ni- 
comedia, Arius's great Patron. Collucianiſts, who, and why ſo called, 

| Arius 


The ConrTenrtTs. 


Arius his Letter of complaint to Euſebius, who writes Letters in his 
behalf. The Interceſſion of the Synod of Bithynia. He is admitted 
by the Palxſtine Biſhops. Condemned a ſecond time at Alexandria. 
Alexander's Encyclical Epiſtle about his Proceedings againſt Arius. 
The ill Effetts of the Diſputes about theſe Matters. Arius his flight 
into Palxſtine, and Reception there, and at Nicomedia. His attempt 
to reconcile himſelf to his own Biſhop. Conſtantine's trouble at theſe 
Diviſions of the Church : His Letter to Alexander and Arius. Hoſius 
ſent by him to Alexandria, not imploy'd in theſe Afﬀairs as the Pope's 
Legat, ſh?w*d againſs Baronius. A Synod holden by him at Alexan- 
dria, but without any good Effect, Pag. 46, 


SES ST. 
The Ads and Proceedings of the Council of Nice. 


general Council ſummon'd at Nice from all Parts of the Chriſtian 
Church, The atſferent accounts of the Number that met in that Synod, 
Whencc this aroſe. How many took part with Arius, The time and 
place of their Meeting. A bufie Philoſopher ſilenc'd and convinc'd by an 
illiterate Confeſſor. The preliminary Diſputes with Arius, The vigor 
ana briskneſs of Athanaſius in thoſe Diſputes. The manner of the 
Emperor's entrance into the Synod, and the Effefts of his Speech to 
them. Their mutual Heats and Accuſations quaſht by Cenleniee, 
The Arian Dofrine more ſolemnly debated by the Fathers, The Arian 
Formula by whom brought into the Synod, The ſubtile — of the 
Arians in the Niceties of the Difference between them and the Catho- 
licks. The Nicene Creed draws up by Hoſius, and approv'd by the 
Council, By whom rejetFed. Arius and his Aſſociates faniſl'd by the 
Emperor, Conſtantine's Edit againſt them and their Writings, and 
command that they ſhould be ſiy'd Porphyrians. What Determination 
the Synod made in the Caſe of Meletius, and the Perſons ordain*d by him. 
Their Deciſion of the Paſchal Controverſie. The number of the Canons 
made by them, What paſſed between Conſtantine and Acefius the No- 
vatian Biſhop. No reaſos to queſtion the Truth of that Story, The 
Synoaal Epiſtle to the Church of Alexandria, concerning the Tranſatti- 
ons of the Council. The Effetts of ſome of Conſtantine*s Letters to 
the ſame purpoſe. The End and Duration of the Synod : The Fathers 
. magnificently treated by the Emperor, Euſebius of Nicomedia , and 
Theognis of Nice recant their Subſcription to the Decrees of the Synod, 
and are baniſh'd by the Emperor \, their Boldneſs and Impiety, The true 


account of that Matter. Pag.56. 
SECT. IV. 
The Aﬀs of Athanaſius from the Nicene Council till the Synod 
at Tyre. 


A more cloſe approach to the Athanaſian Story. The Death of Alexander, 
and Eleftion of Athanaſius to that See. The regularity of his Ordina- 
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tion juſtified againſt the Calumnies of the Arians, His Age at that 
time, The Story of his childiſh perſonating the Biſhop ſuſpected, T he 
Arians confederate with the Meletians againſt bim, Meletius his Vio- 
lation of the Nicene Decrees. Arius his releaſe from Baniſhment. 
The return of Euſebius and Theognis, and the Declaration of their 
Aſſent to the Faith of Nice. The Arian Stories of Conſtantine's favor 
to their Party, and diſpleaſure againſt the Catholicks, Athanaſius his 
Viſitation of his Dioc:ſe, and Diſcovery of Iſchyras. His intimacy 
with S. Anthony. Great attempts made for Arius's Reconciliation, 
Complaints made at Court againſt Athanaſius. His Defence, and ho- 
nourable Dimiſſion. The: Crimes falſly charged upon Eultathius Biſhop 
of Antioch, and bis Baniſhwent. The charge reviv'd againſt Atha- ' 
naſius, who gives Satisfaition to the Emperor in thoſe Matters. A 
Synod indited at Cxſarea, to inquire into the Cauſe of Athanaſius, 
He refuſes to appear, and is miſ-repreſented for his refuſal. Pag.70. 


SEC Ve 


The Afts and Proccedings of the Syned at Ty:ic, with other con- 


ſequent Aﬀairs. + 


A Synod ſummoy'd at Tyre. The Emperor's Lieutenant appointed to pre- 


ſide there. The ſum of Conſtantine?s Lettey to the Council. Athanaſius's 
Carriage before the Synod. A twofold Charge exhibeted againſt him. 
Matters of Vice and Immorality in three Inſtances ; Oppreſſion, and how 
guilty of that , Raviſhment , the Villany whereof how diſcovered ; 
Murder, his killing Arſenius, and cutting off his Hand. The wicked. 
neſs of this Story purſued and refuted at large, and evidently prov'd bee 
fore the Council, The ſecond head of Accuſation , Impiety and Pro- 
fanation, The Caſe of his Ordination inquir'd into, His Violation 
of Tchyras's Church, breaking the Communion Cup, &c. Several Ah 
TE to that Charge. C mower "ch ſent by the Synod into Egypt, to 
examine Matters upon th? place. Athanaſius his Exceptions :54inſt 
the Perſons. All Motions in his behalf over ruPd. The Partiil and 
unjuſt Proceedings Hi the Commiſſioners. The Zal of the Marxotick 
Clerey for their Biſhop. Athanaſius condemn'd and depos'd by the Sy- 
nod at Tyre. The Synod adjourn'd by the Emperour to Jeruſalem. 
Arius's Cauſe commanaed to be taken under Conſideration by means of 
an Arian Presbyter*s favour with the Emperor. What truth in that 
Report, Arius ſeat for to Conrt ; Conſtantine's Letter to him to 
that purpoſe. His and Euzoius's Hypocritical Confeſſion preſented to 
the 29 4.0m The Judgment of the Synod about his Caſe. Whether 
he returnd to Alexandria. Upon Athanalius's complaint at Court 
the Biſhops are ſummon'd to make good their Charge againſt him, Ac- 
cus'd by them of High Treaſon, and baniſh*d by the Emperor to Triers. 
Arius taken into favour at Court. Alexander Biſhop of Conſtanti- 
nople commanded to admit him to Communion. The perplexity of the 
good Biſhop, and his zealous Prayers to Heaven. The unnatural and 
execrable Death of Arius, and the manner of it. His Charafter. The 
Deſcription of his Temper and Perſon. Interceſſions in behalf of Atha« 
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them at Antioch, and their peremptory Anſwer. 


naſius rejedted. The Death of Conſtantine, and Diviſion of the Em- 


' pire amongſt his Sons. The occaſion of Conſtantius's favouring the A- 
' rian Party. | 


Pag.79. 


SEC 1. VL 


Athanaſius bis Atts from bis return from Exile till the Synod 


at Sardica. 


Athanaſius his treatment at Triers. Is releasd, and Fx home with a 
/ 


Letter from the younger Conſtantine. The ime of his Exile adjuſted. 
The Joy expreſt at his returu. The Fattion at Court made again 


him. The Licenſe taken in diſputing Matters of Faith. The Eulſe- 


bian Party appear vigorouſly againſt him. A Synod holden by him at 
Alexandria, which offerts the Innocency of his Cauſe. His Meſſengers 


at Rome Encounter with and baffle them of the Euſebian Fattion. A 


more general Council conſented to on both ſides, A Council ſummon'd 
at _—_— upon what occaſion. The number of Biſhops that met in 
it. The Con 5 of Faith indited by them. Some other Confeſſions dr awn 
up by the ſame Synod, aud why, Their Canons. Athanaſius depo#d, 
His Ste refus'd by euſebius Emiſenus, acceptedby Gregory of Cappa- 
docia, Athanaſius*s retirement ro Rome. "__— Meſſage to 


thanaſius abſolrd 
iz a Synod at Rome. Julius his Letter to the Synod at Antioch. Gre. 


'gory ſettled in the See of Alexandria by the Secular Power. The 


Cruelties and Barbarities committed at the time, Gregory's ſerwile 
courting great men, T he miſerable end of his Patron Balacius, Gre- 

ory*s Legats rejetted at Rome. Athanaſius how imploy'd during his 
ong ſtay there, The Creed that goes under his name ſhew'd not to 
be his. A new Confeſſion of Faith drawn up at Antioch, and ſent 
to the Court of Conſtans in the Weſt. This rejected in a Synod at 
Milan. Urſacius and Valens their Recantation. Athanaſius his Cox- 
verſe with the Emperor. Pag. 95. 


SECT. VIL 
The As of the Synod at Sardica. 


A Synod conven'd at Sardica, when. What wumber of Biſhops in it. No 


Britiſh Biſhops there. The Eaſtern Prelates refuſe to joyn with then 
of the Welt, and why. They tranſatt Synodically in ſeparate Aſſemblies. 
Publickly challeng*d by Athanaſius and his Party. The Reaſons of their 
refuſal to proceed to a fair and open Trial, Their rrifling Propoſal to 
gain time — The pretence of their being recal”d by Conſtanti- 
us. T heir depofing. Athanaſius and the Principal of his Party. Baro- 
nius offended with their ſentencing Pope Julius. Their Confeſſion of 
Faith. Their circular Epiſtle in the name of the Sardican Synod. Al 
this tranſated at Sardica , not (as commonly believ'd) at Philippo- 
lis. The Proceedings of the true Serdican Coancil. No Confeſſion 
or Explication of Faith made in this Synod. Athanaſius, Marcellus, 


and 
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and Aſclepas, particularly abſolv'd and reſtord, The Miſchiefs done 
by the Arians to the Catholicks examin'd, The Chiefs of the Arian 
Fattion ſentenc'd and depos'd. Their Synodical Epiſtles, ana Letters 
zo the Emperors. | Pag.10g9. 


SECT. VIll 


His Afs from the time of the Sardican Council, till the Death 


of Pope Julius. 


Conſtans his ſmart Meſſage to his Brother Conſtantius in behalf of 


Athanaſius. The wigorous Perſecution rais'd by the Arians againſt the 
Catholicks, The cold entertainment of the Sardican Legats at the 
Court of Conſtantius. A villonous Plot againſt one of the Legates de- 
zetted and puniſh'd, Conſtantius*s Relaxation of the Severities againſt 
the Catholicks, why, The death of Gregory the Arian Biſbop of Alex- 


_ andria, Athanalius recalPd by ſeveral Letters from Conftantius. 


His taking leave of the Weſtern Parts, and arrival at the Court at 
Antioch. What Diſcourſe paſs'd between him and the Emperor, 


_ Confſtantius his Letters and Reſcripts in his behalf. His poſitive de- 


nial of a Church to the Arians at Alexandria, requeſted by the Em. 
peror ; his Journey towards Alexandria, The firſt occaſion of -Apolli- 
naris his ſtarting aſide from the Catholick Church. A Synod aſſembled 
at Jeruſalem, which entertain'd Athanatius, and gave him Commun! 
catory Letters, Conſtantius his kind Meſſage to him upon the Death 


. of Conſtans. His coming to Alexandria , and the mighty Expreſſe- 


ons of joy for his return. His compoſing the State of that Church. 


- Urſacius ad Valens defire Reconciliation; their Libel of Satisfattion 


ſent to him. His making uſe of a Church not yet dedicated without 
the Emperor's leave. The ill uſe made of this by his Enemies, The 
freſh attempts of the Arians againſt him. Their Adareſs to the Em- 
peror to that parpoſe, The Crimes charg*d upon him, Letters forg'd 
in his name, A Synod holden at Sirmium againft Photinus. ACon- 
fſſion of Faith drawn up in general Terms. The Diſputation between 
Photinus aa Baſil of Ancyra, The miſtake of Socrates and. ſome 
others about this Council. Conſtantins's march againſt Magnentius. 
The impoſtare us'd by Valens Biſhop of Murla to gain favour with the 
Emperor. Pag. 118. 


SE © 8 


His Afts from the Death of Pope Julius till the Baniſhment 


of Liberius, 


The Arian attempts upon Pope Liberius. An Epiſtle forg'd under his 


name, ' The . Emperor's Editt for all to ſubſcribe againſt Athanaſius. 


Liberius's izterpoſal with Conſtantius about that matter. A Conven- 


tion of Biſhops at Arles, wherein the Catholicks are over-reach'd. The 
Papal Legate prevaiPd with to ſubſcribe. Another Synod. holden at 
Milan. The Propoſal of Euſebius of Vercellz to that Synod, Con- 


ſtantius 
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The Conrenwnts:. 


Synodal djenty at Sirmium. Conftantius ſolicited if behalf of 
is releaſe. Liberius perſwaded and prevaild with to fieri 


Tranſattions tranſmitted to the 
their Legates, The 
about the Emperor, bat 


 thers at Ariminum: hardly a&d, and wearieh ont, to force them to & 
. compliance. Valens his notorious 
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SECT. XIl. 
The Adts of the Synods of Seleucia and Conftantinople. 


The tinxe and plart of the Contcil at Seleucia: Things propounded to be 


fuſe to come any more to the Countil , and' are depor'd by the Synoll; but 
| H, pr emu ry mt gym” ww pt before t not 
. of the Synodud Lepates., A | fd in — 2 City. | 
F6 2” o8.. T, Cunlarians waſh 


tranſatted in the Synod, Two different Patties in the Countil: The 

Acacians contend for the aboliſhing the Nicene Creed. Oppo®d'by the 

other Party, who diſlike nothing but the word' Conſu Leonas 

yo -= om wean fldes with ws pr bib be Bilbons 
urprizes the Synod with a Confeſſion of Fait bd by all-the Bi 

of '* Party, hich Leonas band -þ to be read. This Confeſſion-can- 

waſ;'d and debated. The Creed of Antioch reſolu'don, The Acacians re- 


deep challeng'd by Aetius to -Diſþ 
d upon the Opinions of Aetius and Eudoxius at 4 bearing before rhe 
Emperor. Agetius banifh'd, His Dottvine uowillrngly; condemw'd by: 
Eudoxius. Sylvanus and his Partycondima? d' ami bianiſſypd: A' Syno-- 
dat Epiftle ſens. to George of Alexandria: comrermng. it Comemmuation 
of Aetius, This ſubſcrib's wT” /4 bg Aetius- #8 4Comventiow 

T4 a 


as. th. 


The- Conti xa 


 xt- Alexandria, 'The-Confeffion' of Ariminum j ith ſome few Addi- 
tions ratified by'the'Sywod at Conftantinople. Conttantins's removal 
20 Antioch ; 4 Synod holden there ro damn the Confubſtantial Doctrine. 
| Meletius choſer ro-the'See of Antioch. ' The. good. opinion all Parties 
' had of him. He heartily declares hinſelf for the Catholick Faith, to 
i the great Vexation of the Arians.  His' Sermos.'at Antioch 't0- that 
purpoſe. His Baniſhment. Another Synod at Antioch procur'd by A. 
cacius againſt Eudoxius, Conſantius his Reſolution of having Con- 
troverſies once more decided in a more publick Council, but is prevented 
by death. "His Sickneſs, Death, and Character. Pag. 162. 


SE CT. Xl. 

Hi Afts. during the Reign of Julian. 

jay be 1 its \ | 
Julian's ſucceeding in the Empire. | His pretended kindneſs to Chriſtians. 
. | His reſtoring all-Parties from Exile, awd why." \ 4 Rot at Alexandria 
about the Temple"of Maithras. The” Inſarrettion' principally levelPd 
againft George" their Arian Biſhop : The. wiſer «ble and ignominious 
manner of his Deeth, His Murther nnpitied;"\\he being obnoxious to 
{ -all Parties, His Learning and\Library. | Julian's great Care to ſecure 
has "Books. | The Emperor's Expoſtmlatory Letter to the People of Alex- 
--andria about his dearth. Athanafins hs return and welcome. His Re. 
*. formation of his Church. - His care abont'the-Diſtrattions of the Church 
| oy ns . A Syhod conver d'at Alexandria t6-adjuſt the particular 
+ Secs of thoſe'two Terms, viz and wavcn;," rhe Canſe of great Miſtakes 
: © -abrongſt the Catholiths;vApothoariim and other Hereſi's condemn'd. 
1. An aevcount of all given by Athanaſius i» a Letter to them of  An- 
- tioch. The State of that Church, \\Paulinus "made Biſhop there by 
Lucifer Calaritanus. This the Cauſe of 4 long-continued Schiſm in 
— that Church. The Original of the Luctterian Separation. Athana- 
ſius by whom oppos'd and undermin'd, The Emperor's Edit# for his 
Banifhment 7 and his Letter to Ecdigius'the Governour to; the ſame pur- 
poſe, Theſe Orders not mitigated by any Interceſſion.” Athanaſius his 
flight, and miraculous eſcaping his. Purſuers upon the Nile. Julian's 
. death made known the ſame aay at Alexandria: Pag.173. 
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nd the Nicehe Creed, - This Letter ſent by- Athanaſius 50 
:.\* Antioch, \who Vs bedwily: evropluin”d. againſt by Lucius and the Arian 

151\Rarnty from Alexindrin:* Their Petitions. frequently rejetted by the 
,T > Engperor; wind their  Fevourers- at Court check'd-and panifſ-d, Several 
17 VPurvies of Seth aries endeaoanr-to make their intereſt" at Conrt, an to 
3 under- 


The ComrTswrs. 


undermine each other. The Emperor's Declaration aoainſt Diſſention 
in the Church. The yay" whtilly comply in a Synod at: Antioch. 
An Addreſs preſented to the Emperor by the Synod concerning thiir A- 
greement in the Faitly; The great alin the Anomzan Fai#ion 
at Conſtantinople. 1T here frequent Ordinations of Biſhops jy all places. 


Quarrels between Eudoxius axd Aetius. Pag.181. 
| S SG: ks AY 
His 4&s from the_death of Jovian, with his own death and 


Chara eter. 


Valens ix the Eaſt eſponſes the Arian file. A miſerable Perſecution here. 
upon rais'd againſt the Catholicks. Warrants ' particularly iſſued out 
avainft Athanaſius. The People of Alexandria remonſtrate the rrue 
State of his Caſe. | Athanaſius Fetires,- and huppily eſcapes the Fury of 
he . Perſecutors. The 'Embaſſy of the Alexahdrians ro Conte in his 
behalf. The quiet that enſued npon it, while the Perſecution rag'd in all 
other places. His Interpoſals in- the- Afſairs of foreign Churches. His 
aſſiſt ing Baſil #6 compoſe the Diſt rattons in the Churth of Antioch. His 
Age, Death, and Saceeſſor, The Oppoſition mide by"the Arians z9ainff 
Peter his Succeſſor .,- and the hexvy Perſecution" that comment*d there- 
pon at Alexandria, #lis admirable Charattty drawn by Natianzen. 
His natural Parts, and acquired lea#ting what: - Hz great accuracy 
in T heologitk Studies, Charg'd with hull is Magick, and why. Hit 

.  ſbyle and wey of writing highly commended.” -His Writings juſtly held in 

great Eſteem. His Works diftinguiſh'd into Doitrinal, Polemical; and 

Hiſtorical. A general account of each. Spuriohs Books: fathered apon 

him. His Writings enumerated. : Pag. 187. 


The Life of 'S. H [LARY Biſhop. of 
\ Portters, 


The emigent 7p of. his Nativity. His —_— in the Gentile Re/;- 

ton; and by what Met $onvertea, to: Chriſtianity. His tiſm, 

Ha Married Life. priarh nt gle Fang/b inconfibent 4 rs 

Paſtoral ar Epiſcopal Office, His ſrgular Piety, and cancer untent for 

Religion, while yet # Laick. Advanc'd ro the See of Poittiets , end 

when, His ignorance of the Controverſies about the Nicene Faith after 

| + he was Biſhop. He fA binefelf to oppofe« the growing Power of | Aria- 
- - 'Niſm 43:+he Welt, - His remonſtreme. ts Conftantius ' concerning the 
E State. of the Carbolick Pars), ' and bid impartial dealing with that Em- 
. pero... Conſtantius his Edith in favenrief Bilbops.'* His abſtaining 

. "from ll-Communion Wo R—_— the Arlart Party _ de 
- Jeeking* the Impiety off that C aufe 119-4 Diſcourſe" profented to the Synod 
at Arles. pre, Grd sl Jahah for rn Bo ewens inta-Phry- 
gia. His" imployment during the time of his Exile. "His ow 
+ - XIL. Books de Trinitate: His frequent Advices ent to 'rhe' Biſyops 
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The :ConTEenrTs. 


S&T 3. Y. 


His Afts from the end of the foregoing Canteſts , till the Conteſt 
between him and Eultathius Biſhop of Sebaſtea. 


Hs Viſitation and Reformation of his Dioceſe. His great care in corretting the 
Abuſes crept into Ordinations. His confolatory Letters to the People of Antioch. 
The miſerable Diſtrattions in that Church. Thetr Letter to the Biſhops of the Welt. 
Baſil's complaint of the Pride and unconcernedneſs of the Weltern Prelares. The 
3{ſue of the long Schiſm at Antioch. ; The modeſty and humility of Meletius. The 
& mperor's Commiſſion to Baſil, to viſit the Armenian Churches. Pag.243- 


FECQC I. VL 


The Conteſt that happened between him and Euſtathius, with his 
Afts till his death and burial. 


His Conteſt with Euſtathius Biſhop of Sebaſtea, . The unſettledneſs and ſubtile Pra- 
Hiſes of that man. Baſil charg'd with undue admitting Euſtathius to Communion. 
His rude treatment by Theodotus. Euſtathius his great malice towards him. 
His Vindication of humſelf from being a Favourer of Apollinaris. Accus'd of 
being unſound in the Doftrine of the Friniey, upon what pretence. Several Forms 
of Doxology in uſe at that time. His writing his Book, de Spiritu Sandto, 
upon what _— The Monks under his Rule incens'd againſt him. His Ex- 

- poſtulation with Athanaſjus of  Ancyra. - A ſecond: Metropolis eretted by Valens in 
- Cappadocia, and why. Baſil's Conteſt with Anthimus of Tyana about the Me- 
tropolical Power. His conſolatory Letter to the Church f Alexandria pon the 
death of Athanaſius. His laſt ſickneſs, death, and burial. T he pomp and ſolem- 
nity of bis Funeral. His Epitaph. Pag.247- 


S £& C1. VIE 
A Charafter and Account of his Perſon, Temper, and Writings. 


His Charatter. His natural Abilities, and acquir'd Improvements. The extent of 
his Learning in all Faculties. His incomparable Style. [he judgment of the An- 
cients concen ning it. The bigh commendation of h1s Eloquence grven by Liberius. 
His moral and divine Accompliſhments, Piety, Zeal, Conſtancy, Temperance, Con- 
tempt of the World, Charity, Humility, Peaceable-mindedneſs. The Deſcriprion 
of his _ His Works ; whereof ſome only aſcrib'd to bim. His Genuine di- 
ftinguiſh'd into Commentaries, Controverſies, Sermons, Encomiaſticks, Epiſtles, and 
Canonical Tratts. A diſftintt Survey of each Claſs. His Aſcetick, Conſtitutions. 
His Liturgy how far Genuine. Nazianzen's bigh Encomium of bis Writings. Pag.2 59. 


SECT. VII. 


An account of his neareſt Relations. 


His Relations and Parents. The pious death of his Mother Emmelia. The ſingular 
Piery and ſtriftneſs of Life of his Siſter Macrina. The immature death of his 
hopeful Brother Naucratius. His brother Gregory Biſhop of Nyſſa. A ſhort ac- 
count of his Brother Peter Biſhop of Sebaſtea. The happineſs of his Parents in ha- 
wing three Sons eminent Biſhops at one time. His Writings enumerated. Pag, 267. 
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The Contexts 


The Life of GrxtGorRy of Nazianzum Bi- 
{hop of Conſtantinople. 


SCH 6 
His As from his birth till his coming from Athens. 


The dearneſs between him and Baſil. The place and time of his birth. His Father 
Gregory brought up in an odd Sett of Religion, call'd that of the' Hypſilta- 
rians. What that Sett was. His Bigottry in that way; converted by what me- 
thods. His Baptiſm; his advancement go the Seeof Nazianzum. Theill condition 
of that place at his coming to it. His diligence in its Reformation. The exquiſite 
Piety of his Mother Nonna. The pregnancy of his Parts, and agreeableneſs of his 
temper t0 the nobleſt Studies. His forein Education in what places. His Voyage 
to Athens, and the infinize danger of that paſſage. His effeEtual interceſſion with 
Heaven. His dangers communicated to his Parents in a dream. The appearance 
of his Mother to one of his acquaintance in the Ship. His happy arrival at Athens: 
His joynt ſtudies with Baſil, and their generons Emulation. His divine dream con- 
cerning Wiſdom and Chaſtity. His acquaintance with Julian, afterwards Empe- 
roar, and the Cenſire he then paſt upon him. Pag.271: 


SBS Ch Lb 


His Atts from bis return from Athens, till his being made Biſhop 
of Saſima. 


His publick. Profeſſion of Rhetorick, and great Fame at the time of his leaving Athens. 
His meeting with his Brother Czfarius. The excellent learning of that young 
man, and his refuſal of Preferments and Dignities offered him to profeſs Phyſick, at 
Conſtautinople. Nazianzen's Conſultation about bis future courſe of Life. Or- 
dain'd Presbyter by bis Father. His reſcuing his Father from the ſubrilties of the 
Arian 1mpoſtures, and reconciling bim to the Monks. His Oration upon that occa- 
ſion. Julian's Edit to prohibit Chriſtians teaching of Gentile learning. This Po- 
licy coumermin'd by the excellent Poems of Nazianzen and Apollinaris. His Fa- 
ther's Courage and Reſolution againſt Julian's Officers. Nazianzen's two Invettives 
againſt Julian publiſhed after his death. His retirement into the Wilderneſs, and 
.ſtrift courſe of Life there. His return home to aſſiſt the infirmities of his Father. 
His Apolegetick, de fuga ſua. The death of Czfarius. A brief account of his 
Learning , Eminency, and Preferments at Court. His ſtout reſiſting Julian's ſollj- 
Citations. His return t0 Court after the death of Julian. His miraculous eſcape 
in the terrible Earthquake in Bithynia. His Brothers Letter to him «pon .that oc- 
caſion. His Funeral Sermon preach'd by Nazianzen. His great Charity, and Na- 
zianzen's trouble in recovering his Eſtate. Whether the Queſtions and Anſwers 
under bis name be his. Pag.277. 


SEC HS 


His Aits from his being made Biſhop, till his going to Conſtan. 

tinople, 

Baſil's jmportunate ſoliciting him to become Biſhop of Saſtma, and why. His obſti- 
nate refufal of that offer. - The ſnarp Conteſts berween theſe dear Friends upon that 


account ; 


The Conrenrs. 


account. Overrul'd by the Per ſwaſions and Authority of his Father, he is ordain'd 
Biſkop of rhat place. His Apologetick, Oration upon that occaſion. Hws Oratiow 
m entertain Gregory Nyſſen. Anthirhus of Tyana his endeavour to gain him oves 
to bis fide. Nazianzen's utter refuſal to deſert Baſil. Hu negletting to go ro Sa- 
| ſima. The great inconveniences ef that place. Hs withdrawing to an Hoſpital, 
and bcing remanded thence to the aſſiſtance of his Father , ſubmitted ro upon what 
Condition. Hu Oration made upon that occaſion. The Mutiny of the People of 
Thi! Nazianzum againſt the Imperial Afﬀſeſſor. All things pacified by Nazianzen's O- 
WIE (10 ration. The death of hu Siſter Gorgonia, Her tranſcendent Vertues , pious 
FERN): Life, and happy death. The Death of his Father. His great Ags, and m 
Ifill Infirmities, His exemplary Vertues briefly enumerated. The Sermon Preach'd 
Nazianzen at his Funeral. This followed by the Death of bis Mother Nona: 
The boly Life, the admirable graces and accompliſhments of that pious and excellent 
Woman, His retirement from Nazianzum, ard preſiding over a Society of devout 
Virgins at Seleucia. S-mmon'd to the Synod at Antioch. By them oblig'd ro go to 
Conſtantinople, to ſupport the ſinking cauſe of Catholick, Truth, miſerably oppreſs d 


by the Arian Fattions. Pag.205. 
SECT. IV. 
Wii . His A&ts from his coming to Conſtantinople, till the meeting 
Wl © of the Great Council there. 


His 2bode at Conſtantinople, where. His numerous Congregations of Catholicks. 
Hi Oratory eretted into a Church ; call'd Anaſtaſia , and why. The mighty Op- 
poſition he met with from ſeveral Seitaries, Flu Fame wacreas'd, T wo of 
bis moſt nated Scholars, 'S, Jerom, and Euagrius Panticus, s Euagrius, who, 
Nazianzen a by the C athalicks at Conſtantinople for their Biſhop. The begin- 
ning of his Troubles upon that account. Maximus the Cynick of Alexandria ; 
who. His notorious jugling and Impoſtures. His inſinuating bimſelf into Nazi- 
anzen's favour. His ambitious deſigns to obtain the Biſhoprick, of Conſtantinople. 
Three Xgyptian Biſhops privately ſent thither for rhat purpoſe, who foul ola 
Maximus. A great tumutt herewpon in the City. Nazianzen's Oration to them 
et that time. Maximus forc'd to fly the City : Makes his intereſt the 
Weſtern Biſhops, who appear in his behalf; ſollicites his cauſe at Court , E. m 
vain ; flies to Alexandria, and u expell'd thence. The freſh rage and malice of the 
Arians againſt Nazianzen. His particular anſwers to the frivilous Cavils, and 
ſcurrilous Refiettions which they caſt upon him. His mildneſs and clemency blam'4 
by bis Friends and Followers. The Declaration of his Reſolution to leave that 
place, This highly reſented by his Auditors. His promiſe not preſently to forſakg 
them. Theodoſius his Edith for Confirmation of the Carbolick, Faith? and (i 
preſſing Heretical Conventicles. His arrival at Conſtantinople, and publicatzon 
of another Law more expreſs to the ſame purpoſe. The date of that Law nor cor- 
rupted. His expelling Demophilus the Arian Biſhop out of the City. The Churches 
delivered to the Catholicks. Nazianzen highly jn favour with the Emperour. Pre- 
parations for the ſolemniry of his inſtalment, and what happened at that time. His 
modeſt declining that ſolemnity. The manner of bu private life. His ſickneſs, 
and ſingular clemency towards an Aſſaſinate, that crowded into his Bed-chamber 
with a deſion to kill him. Pag.254- 


S EC F. \'# 
The Atts and Proceedinss of the Second General Council. 


A General Council ſummoned to meet: at Conſtantinople. The mumber of Fathers: in 
that Synod, Things tranſatled.in the Conncil. Their care about. the See of Cou- 
{tantinople, 
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| pple Marcettians* r Antbo? and Tent iof that 'Seft. Photintatis*” Plio- 
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The ConrTrnrTs. 


his death. The Deſcription of his Perſon and outward ſhape. His Image whether 
ſet up, and worſhipped in his Church. His Divine Temper of mind. Hu great Þ; 

and Love to God, contempt of the World, unbias'd carriage, mortification and ſelſ- 
denial, kindneſs and charity, concernment for the Peace of the Church, calmneſs and 
Patience, and immovable Zeal for the Catholick. Faith. His natural Parts. Great 
fame for Learning ; accuracy in Theology. Hononr'd with the title of 'T HE DI- 
VINE. His way of writing. The excellency and ſublimity of his ſtyle. His 
imitation of Eſocrates. Baſil, he and Apollinaris, compar'd. His too much indul- 
ging the vem of mo ave hint to the prattice of moocating Saints. Hu ex- 
cellenent skill in Poe - none of his works epitomiz'd or mention'd by Photius. 
An account of hu Writings. Pag. 326. 


— 


The Life of S. Cyr 1r Biſhop of Jeru- 
ſalem. 


His Original uncertain. The firſt mention of him. The Renown of Maximus Biſhop 
of Jeruſalem. Cyril ordaind Presbyter of that Church, Made Catechiſt, Hs 
Catecheſtick, Leftures when read. The perplex'd acconnt of his Sutceſſion to that 
See. The Relation of it by S. Jerom. 1mputarions of Arianiſm juſtly charg*d up- 
on him, Clear'd by Theodorit and the Synod at Conſtantinople. Another Cyril 
in thoſe days Biſhop of Jeruſalem miſtaken for ours, What contributed to the mi- 
ſtake. The time of his entrance upon that Biſhoprick, The miraculous appearance 
of the ſign of the Croſs in the Heavens ſtretching over Jeruſalem. Cyril's 
Letter to the Emperor, giving an account of that Apparition. Some remarks upon 
that Letter. His quarrel with Acacius Biſhop of Cziarea, about the Metropolitick, 
Rights. The great Reputation of the Church of Jeruſalem. Recriminations paſſing 
between Cyril and Acacius. Acaſius 572 4 Paleſtine Synod depoſes Cyril. Strange 
Confuſion about the Perſons ſucceeding in that See during the Arian Prevalency. 
' The different accounts gruen of this matter repreſented. A Reconciliation of Writers 
in this Caſe impoſſible. Cyril mortally hated and undermir*d by Eutychius. The 
- Arian intruders wholly omitted by Theodorit. CyriPs Anti-remonſtrance to Aca- 
cius's Sentence, and Appeal to the Emperor. His retirement to Sylvanus Biſhop of 
Tarſus, and conſtant preaching there. Hi appearing at the Synod at Seleucia, and 
referring his Cauſe to the Fudgment of that Council, Hu refuſal to withdraw out 
of the Synod as a Perſon depo9d. Acquitted and reſtor'd by the Councit.- Acacius 
his Complaint againſt him to the Emperour. The Crimes charg'd upon him, and 
go_ by Acaſius. He is again depos'd, and bamſh'd. His return to bis See un- 
the Reign of Julian. Julian*s great kindneſs and favour to the Jews, and re- 
ſolution to repair their Temple, and reſtore their Worſmp, upon what account. . His 
Letter to them to that purpoſe. His Conference with their Chiefs about this matter, 
What he propounded to himſelf in this deſign. Preparations made for the underta- 
king. Expences allow'd, and Overſeers appointed by the Emperour. The wani 
of this attempt declar'd to them by Cyril. Their endeavours in building fruſtrated 
by extraordinary ſtorms, earth-quakes , and fire from Heaven, Black Croſſes im- 
preſs'd upon the — the Jews. converted by theſe miraculous appearan- 
ces and atteſtations. The Jews finding S. John's Goſpel in a Cave at the clearing the 
Foundations reported by mam. #6 The truth of the other particulars abun- 
dantly atteſted. Julian's Command for the building an Amphitheatre at Jeruſalem. 
The elegant refieftions which $. Chryſoſtom makgs upon this diſappointment of the 
Jews. Cyril's figbr, and return a little before the death of Valens. He prefers 
. bis Nephew Gelafus to the See of Czſarea. Gelaſius who. Cyril's Preſiding with 
others m the ſecond general Council, His publick, Vindication by the Teſtimony of 
that Synod. The time of his death, The deſcription of his Perſon, His Charatter. 
The Catechetich, Lefures his only remaining Works. The genuineneſs of them un- 
juſtly queſtion'd. Some exceptions againſt them conſidered, Abatements to be made 


for 


XUM 


F The ConrTtEtnwnrs. 


: or the plainneſs and rawneſs 0 them, and unaccuracy of ſome Expeſſions. The 
nba fl n - 4 them to p-/3- the Creed. What that Creed was then usd in the 


Church of Jeruſalem. His writings. Pag.339-. 


p_ _ WY” CCC AY — 


The Life of S. Amsr os Biſhop of Milan. 


SECT. L 
EHlis As from his birth till the Synod at Aquileia, 


The time and place of his Nativity, and nobility of his Deſcent. A ſwarm of Bees 
ſettling about his mouth as he lay in the Cradle. A ſportive preſage of his future 
Biſhoprick, The care of his Education. Hu pleading Cauſes. His Commiſſion to 
be Governour of Inſubria, &c. with Conſular Dignity. 1 he greatneſs of the City 
of Milan. The death of Auxentius Biſhop of that See. The providing a fit Suc- 

ceſſor recommended by the Emperor to the Provincial Biſhops. Ambroſe hu Exhorta- 

I tion upon that occaſion. T be choice unanimouſly caſt upon him. Hu poſitive refuſal, 
and artifices u9d to decline it. Hs flight : ford to come in at the Emperor's Pro- 

* clamation. The general joy and ſatisfattion at his Conſecration. His Ordination, 
how far juſtifiable according to the Canons. Communicatory Letters to him from 
all Parts. S. Baſil's friendly Letter to him. His ordering his domeſtick Affairs 
for the better diſcharge of his Epiſcopal Office. Hws Theological Stndies under the 

- aſſiſtance of Simplician. His auligence in reforming his Dioceſe, and the exerciſes 
of his private Life. The irruption of the Northern Nations into Italy. H flaght 
amo lilyricum, and vifiring Rome. The cure of a Paralytick Woman, ſaid to be 
done there by his Prayers. His Books de Fide upou what oecaſion written. The 
trouble created him by the Arian Empreſs Juſtina, His impartial advice, and re- 

ſolute carriage towards the young E _ Valentinian. Hi conſecrating Anem- 

- mius Biſhop of Sirmium, 4nd what ed there, Euthymius his deſign to ſur- 
prize him, requited with the ſame puniſhment upon himſelf. Pag.359- 


SEC T. IL. 


Elis Afts from the meeting of the Synod at Aquileia , till the 
Death of Gratian. 


The Arians Petition the Emperor for a publick, hearing. A Synod indifted at Aquileia. 
The time of meering, and er of Biſhops. The proceedings of the $ ain(t 
Palladius 4d Secundianus, two Arian Biſhops. Fhe chan eſs'd Ambroſe, 
and the ſhuffling replies of Palladius, His exceptions againſt 6 Fudges, and the 
manner of Procedure. His Sentence paſ#d by particular Votes, The Condemnation 
of Secundianus , as alſo of Attalus and Valens, two Arian Presbyters. Synodal 
Letters written to the Emperours. The truth of the Afts of this Council defended 
againſt Chiffletius. Another Synod at Aquileia about the Caſe of Urſicinus. Sy- 
nodal Epiſtles to Theodoſius about the Union of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches, 

Y the Schiſm at Antioch, and the caſe of Nazianzen and Maximus at Conſtanti- 

F: nople. Ambroſe h:s Bock, de Incarnationis Dominicz Sacramento written upon 

& what occaſion, The riſe of the Priſcillian Hereſie. The Author of it vigorouſlyop= 

$ pod by Ambroſe. The Quarrel between him and Macedonius a great Officer up= 
on that account, His undaunted interceding for the Pardon of a condemned Noble= 
man, The Rebellion of Maximus pears, / the Army of Britain. His mur- 
thering the Exyperor Gratian, and uſurpation of the Empire. $, Ambroſe his Embaſy 


to him. The death of his Brother Satyrus, and his Funeral Oration for him. Pag.36 
SECT. 


The ConTENnTs. 


SECT. 1Il. 


His Afﬀs from the death of Gratian, till the end of the Conteſt 


between him and Symmachus. 


The confidence of the Gentiles at Rome upon the uſurpation of Maximus. The Party 


headed by Symmachus Provoſt of the City. Their former Petition 1n the name of 
the Senate countermin'd by an Anti-remonſtrance, Symmachus imploy'd again ro 
petition the Emperor for the reſtoring the Altar of Victory. S. Ambroſe h# elegant 
and paſſionate d:ſſmaſroe ſent to the Emperour about this matter, A Copy of the Peti- 
tion ſent him by the Emperonr. Symmachus's Addreſs ro the Emperor in behalf 
of Paganiſm and the Altar of Vittory, and S. Ambroſe his excellent Reply to that 
Addreſs exemplified at large. Symmachus accus'd to the Emperour. Another Pe- 
tition of his in behalf of the Gentiles. Baniſh'd Rome, and why. His recanta- 
rion, and re-admiſſion into favour. Pag.374- 


SECT. IV. 


His Aifts from his Conteſt with Symmachus, till his ſecond 


Embaſly. 


Symmachus the means of bringing S. Auguſtin ro Mitan. A ſhort account of S. Au- 


ſtin's firſt years, Education, Studies, and Religion. His coming to Rome. Sent 
by Symmachus to teach Rhetorick, at Milan. Ambroſe his kindneſs to him. Pre- 
paratives towards his Converſion. The ſtrange and extrordinary manner of it. 
His Baptiſm and preferment to the See of Hippo. A Law publiſÞd at Milan in 
favour of the Arians. Benevolus ſtoutly refuſes to draw it up. Attempts upon Am- 
broſe. The Mutiny of the People quieted by him. The great numbers of the A- 
tians at Milan. Ambroſe challeng'd by Auxentius to 4 Diſputation, His de- 
fence and anſwer preſented in writing to the Emperour. A Church demanded for 
the Arians. His anſwer to the Emperour*s Officers, His encouragement given to 
the People. Antiphonal Hymns introduc'd by him into the Church of Milan. This 
quarrePd at by the Arians. The great Confuſions in the City. _—_— demands 
of the Arians. Warrants for the ſeizing ſeveral Perſons. Ambroſe his anſwer to 
the Commanders concerning the Imperial Authority. Guards ſet upon his Church. 
His Sermon to the People at that time, The difcourſe between him and the Empe- 
rour's Secretary. His generous anſwer to Calligonus. The diſcovery of the Bodies 
of SS. Protaſius and Gervaſius, Martyrs in the Reign of the Antonini. Several 
miraculous Cures effefted by them, reported by S. Ambroſe, Auguſtin, &c. 
then preſent. The credibility of theſe Miracles, -with reſpeb# to the ſtate of things 
at that time and place. The Tranſlation and entombing of theſe Remains, and 
S. Ambroſe his Sermon upon that occaſion. Several attempts made by the Arian 
Party upon $, Ambroſe his Life. Pag. 391. 
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The ConTEenrts. 


SECT. V. 


His Ads from his ſecond Embaſſy, till the death of Valen- 


timan. 


The fears ”» Italy of Maximus's Invaſion. Ambroſe prevaiÞd with to undertake an 


Embaſſy to bim. His arrival at Triers, and diſpute about by reception. The Dif- 
courſe that paſs d berween Maximus and him inthe Conſiſtory. . The great freedom aud 
impartiality of bis Diſcourſe. He refuſes Communion with the Uſurper. His return, 
and account of his Embaſſy. Domninus ſent in his room deluded by Maximus. Max- 
imus invades Italy, is encountered by the Emperor Theodoſius, routed, . and put to 
death. Ambroſe his mterceſſios with the Emperor in the caſe of the Jewiſh Synagogue. 
Has plam dealing with him, and prevailing to repeal the Edit. The murder of the 
Emperor's General at Theſlalonica. Warrants iſjued out for revenge. The miſerable 
ſlaughter committed mm that City. The Letter of $. Ambroſe, and a Synod to the Em- 
peror Theodoſus, ſuſpending him from Church-Communicn, till publick Repentance, 
and atisfattion given. S. Ambroſe bis impartial diſcourſe to bim at the Church-door, 
denying him admittance. The great ſorrow and reſentment of the Emperor. His paſſi- 
pon. ay. | e of being reconciPd. His Abſolution over —_— undertaken by Ru 's us. 
The or's commg to Church, and | ng expreſſions of Sorrow and Repentance. 
His Ablelation Admoniſh'd by Ambroſe to recerve the Communion without the Rails. 
His high commendation of Ambroſe his courage and impartiality. Jovinian and his 
errors C 'd by S. Ambroſe and a Synod at Milan. - Valentinian bis expedition 
into France. Slain there by the treachery of Arbogaſtes. S. Ambroſe his Oration at 
bis Funeral. Pag. 402. 


SFOCT AL 


His Afts from the death of Valentinian, till bis own death. 


Eugenius his Uſurpation of the Empire. His mean Quality, and unſettled Principles. 


His great favours ſhewed to the Gentiles. His approach to Milan. S. Ambroſe his 
flight thence, and Letter to him. Routed and put to death by Theodoſins. Ambroſe 
bis interceſſion in behalf of the conquered. The death of the good Emperor Theodoſius 
X = His gry gr ng "oy _ es of Zoſimus. Ambroſe 

s ſtout defence of the Privileges of the, Church. Immediate puniſhment upon the Vio- 
> of it. Ambroſe ſent to by A Lueen of the Marcomans, for Inftrution #n the 
CO _ Cu —_ An —_ of bis laſt hours. _ death = burial. 
His Charatter. wary Piet is private Life. His behaviour in his Epi(- 
copal Station. His indefati Indofy, Zeal, _ _Impariiality ; his Chants, 
70 Penitents,, ſollicitouſneſs for the Church, managery f publick Afﬀairs; His Charity, 
and Hoſpitality. Dining on Saturdays comrary to the Cyſtom. of other places. Hig 
Learning, and quick Progreſs in the ſtudy of . His Phraſe and Style. His 
Works, conſiſting of Tracts, Sermons, Epiſtles and Commentaries. His making 
fo much uſe of the Greek Fathers no blemiſh to him. S. Jeron's Pique againſt bim. 
His Fame and Reputation in foreign Conntries. A Journey made by ſome from Perſia 
0 ptirpoſe to converſe with bim. An account of his Writings. Pag. 413. 


The 


The Conrtenrts. 


The Life of S. Eei1exanius Biſhop of Sala- 
mts 1n Cyprus. 


His birth-place. The Condition and Religion of his Parents. Reperts of ſome of the far. 
mer parts of his Life uncertain. His Travels into, and abode in F'gypt. The dan- 
ger of his being ſeduc'd intd the SefF of the Gnoſticks. Temptations _— 0 thas 
purpoſe. The lewdneſs and horrible Villanies of that Set. His diſcovering that accur(ed 
Fraternity te the Biſhop of the place. His comverſe with, and imitation of the devour 
Aſceticks in Egypt. His return into Paleſtine, and living under the Diſcipline of 
Hilarion, the Founder of Monachiſm in thoſe Parts. Hs preſiding over # Monaſt 
of bus 022m erefting. Promoted to the Biſhoprick of Salamis in Cyprus, when, and by 

' whom. The manner of it related by an uncertain Amuther. Salamis. famous 
what accounts. The great Fame and Reputation of Epiphanius. The occaſion of 
writing his Ancyrat. This Book why 'ſo call'd, and what yhe Subjeft of it. His 
work againſt Hereſfies when written, and upon what occaſion. Why ſtyPÞd Panarium. 
The Anacephalzoſis or Epitome of it. His Fourney to Rome, to # Smod there about 
the comtroverted See of Antioch. His joyful entertainment at that place. His Conteſts 
with John Biſhop of Jeruſalem, and the firſt occaſion of them. John /»ſpeted by Epi- 
phanius of retainmg his old kindneſs for the Origenian Opinions. The many affronts 
he put upon Epiphanius upon that account. The Qwarrel enlarg'd by Epiphanius's 
erdaming a Presbyter to officiate in his cam Mona#tery. John's loud complaints of him 
upon this and many other accounts. Epiphanius's calm and mild reply. This matter 
heard by a farther account of it from $. Jerom. Epiphanius charg*d with wiolence 
and injury. The Story of his my the Curtain that had a Pittwre on it in the Church 
of Anablatha. The wam ſhifts of the Romiſh Writers to evade this Teſtimony againſt 
Image-Worſhip. This not the only Evidence of Epiphanius's ſence in that Pomt. At. 
tempts to = Peace between John and Epiphanius #2 vaim. John's Letter ro The- 
ophilus of Alexandria, who tnrerpoſes by bis Legate, but without effett. John's 
Apology to Theophilus, and faint Vindication of himſelf. Epiphanius bis Letters to 
Rome and «ber places. A more particular account of the Controverſie ſent by $. Je- 
rom to Pammachius. A freſh Controverſie of the Anthropomorphites ſtarted 
among the Muks of Mount Nitria im Fgypt. The Original of it. Theophilus bow 
engag'd in it. His quarrel with the four Brethren calPd Longi, whence. Their in- 
rerpoſal in the behalf of Widore, and ill treatment by Theophilus. His deſign to beget 
an ill opmion of them among the Monks. His Synodical Condenmation of them, as 

guilty of Origeniſm. His ſubtle attings in that matter. His cruel and wyiolent Pro- 
ceedings agamſt the four Longi. They and ſome de ro fly firſÞ mto Paleſtine, 
then to Conſtantinople. The truth of this Story undeſervedly queſtiowd. Epiphanius 
engag'd by Theophilus i this quarrel. A Syned ſurmmord in Cyprus, which con- 
demms the reading Origer's Books. Epipharius's Letter to Chryfoltom to do the 
like. His Fourney to Conſtantinople in purſuance of his deſign, and refuſal of Chry- 
| folton's kind imuitations of ſojourning with him, His drawwmg m Biſhops to ſubſcribe 

; this Decrees. Oppos'd by Theotimus Biſhop of Scythia. The great advantage given 

to Chryſoltom's Enemies by bis Proceedmgs. Severely rebuP*d by a Meſſage from 

' Chryfoftom. Hrs ill entertamment at Cour: from the Empreſs Eudoxia, whence. The 

four Longi ſent to wait upon him, and their Diſcenrſe with him. The odd ing be- 

teen him and Chryſoſtom. His going Aboard in order to his retarn. His laſt diſc 
cour/e and admenitions to thoſe abent him. His death and burial. His great Age. His 
mighty Zeal againſt Hereſie. His admirable Piety and ſtrictneſs of Life. His ſingu- 
lar Charity and Beneficent temper. The Veneraticn which his very Enemies had fur him. 

His learning and skill in Languages. The weakneſs of his fudgment, and his over- 

great Credulity noted. The flatneſs of his {tyle. The general parts and diviſions of his Book 

ogainſt Hergl ies. What advantages he had in compiling that work. His Writings. P.4.23. 
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WD ———— 


The Life of S. Caxysosrom Biſhop of 
Conſtantinople. 


S.& & 3. 


His Afts from his birth, till bis being made Biſhop of Con- 


ſtantinople. 


The eatneſs of the City of Antioch, the place of his Nativity. His Parents. The ſin- 


Vertues of bis Mother. His Siſter. His Education under Libanius. His plead- 
ing Cauſes. Under what Maſters he ſtudied Theology. His recovery of Theodorus to 
an Aſcetick Life. His dear and imtimate Friendſmp with Baſil. il, who. Their 
1 2 3.axgane for a Monaſtick courſe. The elegant and paſſionate diſſwaſiue of bus Mo- 
ther from engaging in that ſtate of Life. Hs declining @ Biſhoprick, and cheating Ba- 
ſil into that Office. The _ of hes Bocks de Sacerdotio. His retirement into the 
Wilderneſs, imployment, and time of #tay there. His _ wponthe Order of Reader. 
Made Deacon. The Books be wrote m that Station. Ordar'd Presbyter. His firſt 
Sermon on that occaſion. The care of preaching committedto him. The Troubles at An- 
tioch, whence. Pulling down ſgracing the imperial Statues. Revenge reſoly/d 
on at Court. Commiſſuners ſent thence about it. The miſerable Confternation, and [ad 
face of things at Antioch. Chryſoſtom's Sermons ad Populum Antiochenum. Fla- 
vian their Biſhop prevailed with to undertake an Embaſſy to Court. Libanius ſent by 
the Gentile part of the City. His Oration to Theodoſius. The attivity of the Monks 
at Antioch, and their Supplications to the Magiſtrates and Commiſſioners. The humble 
Addreſs and Expoſtulation of Macedonius. The Commiſſioners rigorouſly execute their 
Orders. Chryſoſtom's melancholy Viſitation and Survey of the City at that time. Fla- 
vian's arrival at Court. The Emperors Expoſtulation with bim. His eloquent and pa- 
thetical Diſcourſe to the Emperor. Pardon obtai'd for the City. Theodoſius bis great 
tenderneſs and concernment for them. Flavian's joyful welcome home. The death © 
Paulinus the old Biſhop. Flavian*s prudemt carriage. A period put to the long Schiſm 
inthat Church. Pag. 447. 


SE K-35 


His As from his being made Biſhop, till the Tryal of An- 


toninus Biſbop of Epheſus. 


The death of NeCtarius. Chryſoſtom recommended to be bus Succeſſor. The Emperor's 


Warrant to Antioch for bx removal. Hes private conveyance to Conſtantinople. 
I of Alexandria againſt bis Conſecration, and why. Hys zealous and im- 
partial reformation of his Church. His Revenues imploy'd to build and endow Hoſpitals. 
Hes correcting the abuſes of all ranks and conditions. The ſpite and ill-will the corrupt 
Clergy bore him. A Woman of the Macedonian Se mracalouſly converted. His 
Free reproving Eutropius the Emperor's Favourite, and upon what account. The fall of 
that man, and his taking Santtaary in the Church. Chryſoſtom's Sermon wpon that 
occaſion. The diſgrace, baniſhment and death of Eutropius. Chryloſtotn's obftinate 
- got to gran; a Church to the Arians at the Requeſt of Gainas. Their quarrel upon 
that accomt. Chryſoſtom?*;s bold addreſs to the or. Gainas bs Treaſon and 
Rebullion, Chryſoltom ſent on an Emba{ly to him. 1nas ſlain, The arrrval of the 
Egyptian 


The CoNTENTS. 


Egyptian Monks at Conſtantinople. Chryſoſtom makes proviſion for them, but de. 
nies to admit them to Communion. Meſſengers from Theophilus ro Chryſoſtom about 
this matter. Chryſoſtom's interceſſion im their bebalf. His ſecond Letter. Theophi- 
luss laft anſwer to him. Pag. 463. 


SECT. IL 


His Afts from the Tryal of Antoninus till the Combination 
made againſt him by Antiochus, and others. 


The impeachment of Antoninus in Convention of Biſhops at Conſtantinople. The Arti- 
cles exhibited againſt him. Chryſoſtom's endeavour to compoſe the buſineſs. Antonine”s 
denial of the Charge. Chryſoſtom's reſolution to go and judge the Cauſe at Epheſus, 
countermanded by an order from Court. Commiſſuners ſent into Aſia to examine mat- 
ters. The foul juglings of Euſebius the Plammiff and Proſecutor. The death of Anto- 
nine. Chryſoſtom defrred by the Clergy of Epheſus to come thither, and ſertle their 
Aﬀairs. His Fourney _ the Synod holden there. The Examination of 
the Caſe of Antonine, and others concerned with his. The Synollal determination of 
this matter. Heraclides ordained by Chryſoſtom to the See of Epheſiis. Gerontius 
of Nicomedia depoſed, and why. What number of Biſhops depoſed by Chryſoſtom # 
this Viſitation. The inſolence of the Arians at Conſtantinople. Chryſoſtonys intro- 
ducing Antiphonal Hymns, and ſolemn Proceſſions m oppoſition to them. The tumult 
rawd by the Arians. Their meetings _ by Proclamazjon. Chryſoſtom's en- 
deavour to reduce the Goths to the Catholick Faith. His care to plant the Goſpel in 
Scythia, and to rout Paganiſm m Phoenicia. Pag. 472. 


EBCT.| It, 


His Afts from the Combination of Antiochus, Severian, &c. 
till his being depos'd by Theophilus. 


Antiochus and Severianus, who- Chryſoſtom's great kindneſs to, and confidence m Se- 
verianus. Luarrels between SEverianus and Serapio Chryloſtom's Arch-deacon. 
The Caſe heard in a Synod. Comteſts between Chryſoſtom and Severianus upon this 
account, Severianus diſmiſt Conſtantinople. Reconciled to Chryſoſtom by the 
means of the Empreſs. Severianus, . Antiochus, Acacius of Beroea, and Iſaac com- 
bine agaiift Chryſoſtom. Their conſult how to manage their Plot. Their engagin} 
Theophilus of Alexandria i the Confederacy. The ſuitableneſs of Circumſtances to 
bring bim in. Theophilus ſiammor'd to Conſtantinople. The Empreſs Endoxia's 
diſpleaſure againſt Chryſoſtom, whence. The Temper of that Prince6. Theophilus's 
arrival. His ſbhunning all Converſe with Chryſoſtom. His firſt aftings, and _ 
ring fit Inſtruments for the proſecution of his deſigns. The Synod at the Oak bolden by 
Theophilus. The Perſons chiefly ative in that Synod. A charge of XXIX. Articles 
given m againſt Chryſoſtom. A Corrvention of Chryſoſtom ih the Biſhops of has 
Party. Hays excellent Diſcourſe to them. A Sumtnont to him to appear at the Synod. 
The ſeveral Anſwers returnd by him and his Biſhops to that Summons. Another Sum- 
mens. Chryſoſtom's anſwer. Which of the Articles inſiſted on by the Sywd. XVII. 
Additional Articles delizvered in. The moſt material of them repreſemed. Tudgment 
demanded and paſt againſt Chryſoſtom. An accoint of it ſor the Emperour, who 
ratifies the Sentence, Theophilus recontiPd to the Fgyptian Monks. An account of 
the death and burial of Dioſcorus and Ammonius. Theophilus's converſmng with 
Origen's works, notwithſtanding his clamours againſt them. Pag. 478. 
SECT. 
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The ConTENTS 


SECGHS.. 


His Afs from. his departure till the Order for his ſecond 
| Baniſhment. 


The Peoples diſturbance at the news of his being depos'd. Chryſoſtom privately conveyed 


iro Bithynia. - The great diftrattions im the City. Chrytoltom recalled. The Em- 
preſs excuſes ber ſelf to him. His refuſal to enter the City, till publickly cleared, Forc'd 
to come in, 10 quiet the People. His triumphant return, and Oration to the People upon 
that occaſiom. The quarrel between the followers of Theophilus, and the Citizens. 
Theophilus privately returns back to Alexandria. A Syncd at Conttantinople to re- 
werſe the Atts of the former Synod againſt Chryſoſtom. He falls again under the di/- 
Pleaſure of the Empreſs. His [mart Invettive againſt ber Statue, and the diſſolute ſperts 
us d at that place. His bold Sermon preach*d at that time. His Enemies furniſhed with 
ſecret inftructions from Theophilus. A ſecond Synod holden againſt Chryſoſtom at 
Conſtantinople. A Canon of the Council of Antioch urged agam#t him, with bis ex- 
ception 10 it. The true ſtate of that matter. E| pidius's ſtout pleading for Chryſoſtom 
before the Emperor. The Emperor overyerſwaded by Chryſolton's Enemies. All in- 
terpoſals in his behalf vain. The violence uſed towards Chryloſtom's Clergy, and their 
People aſſembled in Conitantius's Baptiſterium. The abuſes and injwries offered to thoſe 
that fled to aſſemble in the Fields and Woods. Theophiluss 2eſſage and Repre/entation 
of the Caſe at Rome. Chryſoſtom?s Letter to Pope Innocent, and other Weſtern Bi. 

ps. Innocent*s Letter to Theophilus, rhat rhe whole Cauſe might be fairly heard in 
an impartial Synod. Pag. 489. 


9.6 G-4. VE 


His Afs from the ſigning of the Warrant, till his being car- 


ried into Baniſhment. 


Several _ upon Chryſoſtom's Life. The Warrant /ign/d for bis Baniſhment. His 


ready compliance with it. His taking leave of the Bibops, and the Deaconeſſes in the 
Baptiſtery. His contrivance to eſcape being ſtay'd by the People. The encouraging con« 
ſiderations which he ſuggeſted to himſelf at that time. A Fire breaking out in $. Chry- 
ſoſtom?s Church. The mighty rage and violence of it there, and in the parts adjoyning. 
This ſpitefully charg'd upon bis Party. Several impriſowd and ill treaied upon that ac- 
count. Arſacius plac'd m the See of Conſtantinople. Chryloſtom's Fullowers keep 
ſeparate Aſſemblies, and paſs under the name of Joannites. An Editt for holding 
Communion with Arſacius, Theophilns, &c. The wiolent Proceedings againſt the 
Joannites., The great Sufferings of Olympias, one of Chryſoſtom's Deaconeſſes. A 
brief account of her, and her ſingular Piety and Devotion. Porphyry a notable Stickler 
againſt Chryſoſtom. An account of bis evil Temper, and the manner of his advance- 
ment tothe See of Antioch. Several diſpatches ſent by the Joannites to Rome to ſollicir 
aſſiſtance. The Emperor Honorius's Letter to Arcadius about this Affair. Innocent”; 
Letter to Chryſoſtom. Another ro the Clergy and People of Conitantinople. Pag.499. 


* 0 SECT. 


The Conrtenrts. 


SECT |VIL.: 


His As from his going into Baniſbment, ill the death of 


Arfacius. 


Chryſoſtom denyed liberty to clear himſelf of the imputation of burning the Church. Con. 
weyed into ox and The Places defigned for bis Exit; froſt Sebaitea, then Cucuſirs 
*n Armenia. The miſery and diſconſolateneſs of that place. The civility of the Com 
mander appointed to condutt him. His arrival at Czfazea, and recovery from his 
Feaver. Samifes and rudeneſs of Phaxetrius Biſhop 7 that place. Chryſoſtom 
forced to quit that place at a dangerous ſeaſon. The kindne ſro the People, and noble 
Cioilities done him by the Lady Seleucia. Purſued by the malice of Pharetrius. -The 
danger and trouble of his Fourmey. The infinite kindneſs ſhewed him in his palage: His 
comeg to Cucuſus. The obligmgneſs of his emertamments there, and the Proviſions 
made for bis accommodation. His recovery into a good degree of heath. The Ifauri, 
who ; their dangerons neighbourhocd. The flocking of bis Friends to him. His Imploy- 
ments there. Has care for the Propagation of Chriſtianity im PhoeniCia, awd among the 
Goths. His laſt Tratt, Quod nemo leditur nifia ſeiplo. His Lerters to thoſe that 
ſuffered for his Cauſe. Frequent Diſtempers return upon him. The fears he daily Ivved 
# of the Ifaurian mroads. Pag. 509, 


SECT VIEG 
His As from the Death of Arſacius, till his own Death. 


The Death of Arſacius, and Succeſſion of Atticus. Atticus, who. An Edit command. 
ing all to communicate with him. A fierce Perſecution of the Joannites at Conſtanti- 
nople, and elſewbere. Several Inſtances of the Suffermgs of particular Perſons. A 
Symod conven'd at Rome upon Chryſoſtom's account. Honorius's Letters to Arca- 
dius, #n his behalf. Legats ſent by the Synod to Conſtantinople. Their ill Voyage 
thither, and barbarous Uſage there. Chryloftom's Letters to them. Chryſoitom 
forc'd to ſhelter himſelf in Woods and Mcuntains. The place of bis Abode fhew'd there 
at this day. His remwoal to Arabiſſus, and equal dangers and imcomveniencies in that 
place. The time of his continuance here. His la#t Letter to Pope Innocent. Hys Ene- 
mies at Court procure an Order for his removal to Pityus upon the Pontick Sea, and 
why. The great Cruelties uſed towards him by the Soldiers im this fourney. His coming 
to Comana Pontica. Admmiſtd of his —_—_— Diſſoletion, _ Viſion of $.Ba- 
filifcus the Martyr. His Preparation for death. His laft Prayer, ogy, and Death. The 
Solemmity of his Funeral. His Age, and the time of his fitting m that See, Pag. 517. 


SECT IL 
The Charader of his Perſon, Temper, and Endowments. 


The deſcription of his outward ſhape. His natural temper Cholerick ; bow encrea#d. His 
mighty Zeal for God, and —_— concernment for the Truth and Honour of Religion. 
His unwearied diligence and fidelity in his Epiſcopal Charge. His impartial, reſolute, 
and undaunted carriage towards all. His contempt of the World. His Charity, and 
earneſt preſſing others to it. The Charge of his not keeping Hoſpitality conſidered, and 
anſwered. His Humility. Accus'd of Pride, and why. The Reaſons of his dining 


alone. 
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The Conrtetnwnrs. 


" as His natural Abil#ies. Great Learnog. Hs Talent mm preaching, and peculiar 


in exponnding Scripture. His Expoſitions accounted the Rule of Orthodoxy. 

: rar 4 Ofc eric e's SE Learnmg. % many excellent Scholars bred under rl 
His incomparable ſtyle, and maſtery in Eloquence. The Charatter given of it by the 
Ancients. Spurious pieces fathered upon him. The opus imperfeCtum, the iſſue of a 
Latin Pen. The Caſe of bis Liturgy. Pag. 525. 


SEC E £3. 


Paſſages relating to Chryſoftom,that hapned after his Death. 


Pope Innocent*s Letter to Arcadius,end ſuſpenſion of him from Communion. Honorius's 


ſevere Letter to Arcadins. Arcadius bis Repentance, Humiliation, and Abſolution. 
Vengeance overtaking S. Chryſoſtom's Adverſaries. The miſerable end of the Empreſs 
Eudoxia. Thedeathof Arcadius i the flower Fl bis Age. The pains, torments, and 
deaths of many others of bis Perſecutors. The death of Theophilus of Alexandria, 
when and bow. Chryloſtom's name firſt reſtor'd to the Diptychs by Alexander 
Biſbop of Antioch. The like done afterwards by Atticus at Conſtantinople. Articus's 
Lerrey to Cyril of Alexandria about that matter. Cyril's ſbarp Anſwer to Atticus, 
Cyrils Prejudices againſt Chryloltom, how taken off. He is reconciled to his memory. 
S. Chryſoſtom*s Remains, when and by whom removed from Comana to Conſtan- 
tinople. The great Pomp and Solemmity of that Tranſlatim. $. Chryſoltomvs 
Writmgs enumerated. Pag. 531. 


— — 
I ———— 


The APPENDIX. 
The Life of Arxnomus 


Hls Country, Education, and opening a School for Rhetorick. His bigotry for Paganiſm. 


Converted to Chriſtianity, when, and bow. Ford to write Adveriiis Gentes, to 
give ſatisfattion of the truth of his Converfion. His great joy for bis being reſcued from 
Gentiliſm. His Learning. Abatements to be made for his want of 5kill in Chriſtian 
Theology. His ſtyle, method, and way of Writing. The Commentaries uponthe Plalms 
under bis name, whoſe. The time of his Death enquired into. Pag. I. 


The Life of Lacranrtius. 


His Birtb-place. His Education under Axnobius. The firſt Eſſay of his Parts and Learn- 


my jocletiars Fudy.to advance Nicomedia. LaCtantius ſent for thither to pro- 
feſs Rhezorick. The Books kg wrote at bis firſt coming thither. The deſign of bis Book 
De opificio Dei. The ori and progreſs of the Perſecution rais'd by Diocletian 
againſt the Chriftians, and by whom comtriv/'d and carried mm. Two learned Men at 
Nicomedia undertake to write againit Chriftianity. The acccumt LaCtantius gives of 
the former. The latter, Hierocles. The main deſign of bis Book. Theſe two under- 
taken by LaCtantius. His Defence of the Chriſtian Religion in his ſeven Books of 1n- 
{tirutions. The particular deſign and ſum of each of theſe Books. Theſe Books, when 
written : Not origmally dedicated to Conſtantine the Great. LaCtantius prefer'd to 
be Tutor to Criſpus, Conſtantine”s eldeſt Sm. His Book De mortibus perſecuturum, 
when written. The excellency of that Traft. His Death, and Poverty. His great 

Parts 


The Conrenrts. 


Parts and Learning. His odd or ambiguous expreſſions upon what accounts excuſable. 
His excellent Style. His Writings. Pag. 4s 


—— 


The Life of P aur Bithop of Conſtantinople. 


His Anceſtors, whence. His ſuftaming the Inferior Eccleſiaftick Orders under Metro- 
phanes and Alexander. His ſucceeding im that See, when. His ſubſcribing m the 
Syncd of Tyre, queſtiowd. The Arians conſpire, and prefer Articles against bim. H:s 
fir#t Baniſhment under Conſtantine. Hrs return. Euſebius of Nicomedia his an:= 
birzous intruſion into his See. Pauls flight to Rome, and courteous reception by Pope 
Julivs. Euſebins his Dearh. Macedonius rbru#t up into that See. A great Hubub 
and Sedition at Conttantinople about that matter. Conſtantius his ſpeedy return, 
ſuſpenſion of Macedonius, and E——_ of Paulus. His releaſment in order to the 
Synod at Sardica, but not permitted by his People to go thuher. His laſt baniſhment, 
and private conveyance to Cucuſus in Armenia, Meſſengers ſent after ro diſpatch him. 
Cloſe impriſewd, ſtarv/d and ſtrangled. Remarkable puniſhment of Philip the Go- 
wernour, the manager of his murder. The honourable Tranſlation of his- Remains under 
Theodoſfius the Great. Pag. 12, 


———— — TOC — 


The Life of JuL1us Biſhop of Rome. 


His Birth-place and Kindred. His advancement to the See of Rome, when. His zeal 
for the Catholick Cauſe ; his kindneſs to, and concernment for Athanaſius and others. 
His citing the Euſebian Fatt to @ publick hearmg. Athanaſius acquitted by him in 
a Smed at Rome. Julius's Letter ro the Synod at Antioch. Gregory of Alexan- 
dria his Agents rejefted at Rome. The Libel of ſatisfattion, preſented by Valens and 
Urfaciuszo Julius. Julius deposd by the Eaſtern Biſhops at Sardica. The Canons for 
Appeals roRome paſs'd inthe Synod at Sardica, ſhew'd to be not ſtanding Rules, but 
only perſonal and proviſionary, and ſuited to that time. Julius's Letter to congratulate 
the return of Athanaſius, bis publick Buildmgs at Rome, The time of his death. $ 

poſititious Epiſtles imiitled to him. His Writings. Pag. 18. 


pm —— 
—— 


nn ES 


The Life of Euszs1us Bithop of Emiſa. 


The place of his Nativity. His early Education in the knowledge of the Scriptures. His - 


inſtruttion in Divine and Humane Learning, under phat Maſters. His declining the 
offer of a Biſkoprick. The improvement of bis Studies at Alexandria. His peremptory 
refuſal of the See of Alexandria, then wacated by the Council of Antioch ; and-why. 
Ordained Biſhop of Emita, but excepted againſt by the People, upon what account. His 
retirement, and return back to that Charge. His death. The great eſteem had of him. 
The charge of Arianiſm and Sabellianiſm, by different Parties faſtened upon him. His 
Parts _ Learning. Homilies falſely fathered mm him. An enquiry whether any of 
his Writings be now extant. Pag. 23. 
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The CoNnTENTS. 


The Life of Eenraim the Syrian, Deacon 


of Eve(ſa. 


His Birth-place. The care taken of his Education. The great pregnancy and ftrictneſs of 


his early Age. His eloquent Speech preſignified to him by a Viſio. His vaſt attam- 
ments 4 Loring. He rived Life JE” changing that Courſe, and fixing at Edella. 
What happened to him at his firſt coming thither. His ſober and abſtemious courſe of life. 
His feigning himſelf diftratted, to avoid the offer of a Biſhoprick. His Journey to Cee 
farea to converſe with S. Baſil, and rhe [atisfattion he reap'd by that intercourſe. His 
return to Edeſſa. The extraordmary care be took of the Poor in a common Famine. His 
charge to his Friends upon his Death-bed. What happned to one that complied not with 
that charge. His dying Reflettions upon the integrity of his life ; and laſt Exhortation. 
The time of his death. Hts —_— Piety, and love to God, purity of mind, devoti- 
om, abit inence,contempt of the World, Charity and Humility. His hearty and immoveable 
Zeal for the Catholick Faith. His memorable device to ſhame and confound Apollinaris. 
His natural and acquired ogy = amy The great advantages of his natural Elo- 
quence. The elegancy-of his Diſcourſes, though tranſlated into other Languages. His 
compoſing Hynms for the uſe of the Syrian Churcbes,m imitation of Bardeſanes. The vaſt 
number of his Wrutings. None of theſe extant, but what are tranſlated mto Latin. Pag.26. 


The Life of Damasus Biſhop of Rome. 


His Country. Conteſt about the particular place of his Nativity. Presbyter of Rome 


wnder Liberius. His ſiding with Felix during Liberius his Exile. Reſtor'd by Li- 
berius. The Competition between him and Urlicinus about the See of Rome. The 
mi[chiefs happening during theſe Diſſentions. The bloody and violent Proceedings of Da- 
maſus agamſt Urlicinus and his Party, related by Marcellinus and Fauſtinus. What 
credibility in their reports. His Synodical condemning the Tranſaftions of the Council of 
Ariminum. 8. BaliPs reſentment of Lis coldneſs and indifferency in the Cauſe of the 
Catholick Churches of the Eaſt. Conſulted by $. Jerom, with whom to communicate 
at Antioch. The Apollinarian Hereſie condemned in a Synod at Rome. Viralis 
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Religion, The Viſion of the Croſs appearing to him, with the form of it. 
Hereupon inſtrutted in, and converted to Chriſtianity, His victory over 
Maxentius, ard the Honozrs done him at Rome. His firſt Editts in 

| fawour of Chriſtians, The Gentiles wext at his kindneſs to Chriſtians, 
and his negleting the Ludi Seculares. The favourable Edift, and miſe- 
rable Ezd of Maximinus. Licinius raiſes a grievos Perſecution 17 
the Eaſt, « encountred by Conſtantine, overthrown, and put to death. 
The Imperial Monarchy reſting in Conſtantine. His Lavs againſt 
C—_ and the praitiſers of Magic Charms. His care about the 
Lord's day, and form of Prayer preſarib'd to his Heathen Soldiers to be 
115'd npon that dey. The Gentiles forbidden to compel Chriſtians to be pre- 
ſent at their Solemn Rites. Laws made in behalf of Chriſtians, The 
Emperours Letters to the Provincial Governonrs, perſuading the Gen 
tules to come over to Chriſtianity. The Seat of the Empire remov/d from 
Rome to Conſtantinople,ezxd why. T hegreat Privileges conferrd upon 
that City, Conſtantine”s care to rout and expoſe all Monuments of Pa- 
gan Impiety there. The ſucceſsful propagation of Chriſtianity in ſeveral 
Countries without the bounds of the Roman Empire. Sewerer Procee- 
aings againſt Pagan Superſtitions. Commiſſions diſpatcht into ſeveral 
Countries for the routing all Monuments of Idolatry. Temples ſhut up, 
and many of them demoliſht. Greater Contnivence herein at Rome and 
Alexandria, than in other places. - Conſtantine's Death ; his Piety ; 
axd the happy tate of his Retgu above that of preceding Emperours. 


S*2eo00 o AY what means and methods the Chri/tiazx 

> SIX ;), Religion made its own way into the world, 
and unaſſiſted by any Secular Power or 
Intereſt, triumpht over all the oppoſition 
that was made againſt it, has been conſj- 
dered in another place. The ſubject of 
this Diſcourſe will be to obſerve by what 
degrees Paganiſm, that part of it eſpe- 
cially that was the public and ſtanding 
Religion of the Roman Empire, a Reli- 

ion that for: ſo many Ages had influenc'd the Minds*of Men, and 
Rem'd firmly rooted by Cuſtom, Laws, and an inveterate preſcri- 
ption, was driven intocorners, and in effe&t baniſht out of the World. 
The main of the Story lies within the compaſs of the Age we write 
of, and being a Subject both pleaſant in it ſelf, and that which will 
refle&t no mcan Light upon ſeveral paſſages in the following Lives, it 
will not, I conceive, be unuſeful here to lay it all together. The ac- 
count whereof we ſhall briefly deduce from the time that the Empire 
became Chriſtian. 

II. CONST ANTINE the Great was born in Britaiz, as all impartial 
Writers,not biaſs'd either by Envy at ours,or by a Concernment for the 
Honour of their own Country, are willing to allow. A thing own'd 
by ſome, not contraditted by any Writer of that Age, aſſerted by the 
very Orator * in the Congratulatory Oration that he made to him. 
His Father Conftantius, a wile, merciful, and vertuous Prince, died 
at Tork on the 25th of Jaly, Ann. Chr. CCCVI. His Son Conſt antine 
had for ſome years reſided in the Court of Dzocletian, and after in that 
of Geferims Maximizn in the Exff, where he was kept as an honou- 
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publicly exhibited at Rome, 


ſent him the Purple,but 


rable Pledge, and as a check and reſtraint upon his Father. Galerius 
hated > the Father, and was jealous of the Son, whom he would have 
taken off by a violent death, had he not fear'd the Army, ro whom he 
knew Conſtantine was very dear. He ſought therefore under 
of Sports and martial Exerciſes to have dilpatch'd him out of t 
but the Divine Providence ſtill brought him off, His Father had often 
ſent for him, and had as oft been delay'd. And now again in his 
Sickneſs had renew'd his Importunity, till Galeri#s aſham'd any longer 
to deny ſo reaſonable a requeſt, gave him a Warrant under Seal to be 
intending nothing leſs, but that by ſome device he would ſtop 
Journey, and therefore willed him to come to him again the next 
Morning to receive his final Inſtructions and Commands. But no 
ſooner was the Emperour gone to bed, but Conſtantine immediately 
took Horſe, and at every Stage where he came, beſides thoſe few he 
all the Poſt-Horſes that he left behind 
him. The next day Galerizs calPd for him, but was told , That he 
was gone the night before : He gave order to go after him, and when 
he underſtood that all the Poſt-Horſes were diſabled, he burſt out into 
ion of Rage and Grief, Conſtantine in the mean while 
made haſt, and arriv'd at Tork four days before his Father died. Upon 
whoſe deceaſe, and by whoſe Laſt-Will he ſucceeded in the Weſtern 
Empire, unanimouſly {aluted by the joyful Acclamations of the Army, 
and readily ſubmitted to by the Weſtern Provinces, His Image, © as 
was cuſtomary upon the advancement of a new Emperour, being 
rovok'd the Ambition of Maxentizs, Son 
of Maximianus Herculius, who had refign'd the Empire to Conſtantine, 
who looking upon himſelf as having a better Right, and ever 
fit for Govenment, by the help of ſome great Officers, 
gain'd to his Party, uſurp'd the Empire, tho he paid dear for it a few 


II. CONST ANTINE having ſolemniz'd his Father's Funerals,and 
ſetled his Affairs in Britain, palſs'd over with his Army into Gas/,where 
he reſided the fix firſt years of his Reign,all which time he continued in 
the Gertzle Religion ; but that, as Zpnaras 4d adds, he ſhould at the ſol- 
licitation of his Wife Fau/fa, Daughter of the Emperour Maximian, 
who ſtirr'd him up to a zealous Vindication of Pagaz Idolatry, perſe- 
cute the Chriſtians, is, I believe, meerly a conjeQture of his own, 
unwarranted by the Authority of any ancient Writer. 
himſelf as yet with the name of Ceſar, © not preſently aſſuming the * Pamgyr. ui? 
Title of A»g«/t#s or Emperour, expecting the Senior Emperour ſhould 
have ſent him that Title; bur in vain : For no ſooner was his Image 
wreath'd with the Imperial Laurel 
reſoly'd to have thrown both it an 
not his Friends upon wiſe conſiderations over. 
therefore he might ſeem to do voluntarily what he could not help, he 
withall made Severus Emperour,and gave him 
only the Title of Czſar. But Conſtantine ſtood in no need of his Appro- 
bation to confirm his Title ; his Fathers declar'd Will * for his Succeſo * 714. rumer, 
ſion, and the Univerſal Conſent, both of the Army, and the whole 
Weſt, put his Right beyond diſpute. Beſides, Meximianus Herculrine, 
who, together with Diocletian, had ſome years ſince laid down the 
Purple, did now again endeavour to _— it, and upon ſome ill ſuc- 
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ceſs of his Aﬀairs fled into Gaul to Conſtantine, to whom he gave the 
Title of Avgsſtws, together with his Daughter Favs to Wife into 
the bargain. Here Conſtantine govern'd with great ſucceſs,'till heari 
from all bands of the intolerable Outrages * and Inſolencies committ 
by Maxentius at Rome, and lollicited * by an Embaſly ſent to him for 
that purpoſe from the Senate and People of that City, he took up a 
reſolution worthy of ſo great a mind, to march againſt him, and free 
the City from the Tyrann and Extravagancies of that Uſurper. No 
ſooner was heengag'd in this Expedition, but like a prudent and good 
Man he began to think of ſome aſſiſtance beyond the meer ſtrength 
and courage of his Army, and knowing there was great variety of 
Deities at that time worſhip'd in the World, his. firſt care was, which 
of theſe to pitch upon, and implore as his Proteftor and tutelar 
Guardian. He obſerv'd the fatal miſcarriages of his Predeceflors, that 
had ſtickled hard for a multiplicity of Gods, had repos'd entire conki- 
dence in their aſſiſtance, and courted their favour by all the formal and 
fond Rites of Worſhip; notwithſtanding all which, their Wars had 
been generally improſperous, and-they themſelves brought to unfortu- 
nate and untimely ends: On the contrary,that his Father had acknow- 
ledg'd and ador'd one only God, and him the ſupreme Governour of 
the World, who had ſtrangely ſucceeded his Undertakings, and given 
him many illuſtrious Inſtances of a Divine Power and Goodneſs 
through the whole Series of his Life ; ſo thereupon he grew to this 
Reſolution, to lay aſide the vulgar Deities, who *tis plain did but pre- 
tend to Divinity, and cheat the World, and to adhere only to the 
God of his Father ; to whom therefore he addreſſed himſelf, beſeech- 
ing him to make himſelf known to him, and effeftually to aſſiſt him 
in this expedition. And Heaven heard his Prayer, and anſwered it 
in a moſt miraculous manner, ſo wonderful, that Exſebins, who re- 
ports it, grants, it would not have been credible, if he had not had it 
from Conſtantine's own mouth, who ſolemaly ratified the truth of it 
with his Oath. The Army was upon their march, and the Emperour 
taken up with theſe devout Ejaculations, when the Sun declining, 
( about three of the Clock, as 'tis probable, in the Afternoon ) there 
{uddenly appear'd a Pillar of Light in the Heavens in the faſhion of a 
Croſs, whereon (or as others, about it) was this Inſcription (in Latin 
ſay ſome, but Exſebi#s mentions not that) expreſt in Letters form'd by 
a configuration of Stars, (if what Philoftorgius,i and ſome others re- 
rt, be true) ToTT2 NIKA, 1n this Overcome. Conſtantine was 
not a little ſtartled at this ſight, and ſo was the whole Army that be- 
held it; and *tis plain, the Commanders and Officers, prompted by 
their Arsſpices, look'd upon it as an inauſpicious Owen, portending a 
very unfortunate Expedition The Emperour himſelf knew not 
what to make of it, muſing upon it all that Evening : At Night our 
Lord appeared to him ina Dream with the Croſs in his hand, which 
he had ſhew'd him the day before, commanding him to make a Royal 
Standard like that which he had ſeen in the Heavens, and cauſe it to 
be born before him in his Wars as an Enſign of ViQtory and Safety. 
Early the next Morning he got up, and told his Friends what had hap- 
pen'd, and ſending immediately for Workmen, ſat down by them, 
and deſcrib'd to.them the form of the thing, which he commanded 
them to make with the moſt exquiſite Artifice and Magnificence, _ 
they 
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they made it accordingly after this manner : A long Spear plated over 
with Gold, with a Traverſe piece at the top a little _ in the 
faſhion of a Croſs ; to this Crafo-nicce was faften'd a four-{quare 
Curtain of purple , embroider'd and belet with Gold and preci- 
ous Stones , which reflefted a moſt amazing luftre , and towards 
the top of it were pitur'd the Emperour in the midft of his 
Sons. On the top of the ſhaft above the Croſs ſtood a Crown over- 
laid with Gold and Jewels, within which were plac'd the ſacred Sym- 
bol, vis. the two firſt Letters of Chriſt's name in Greek, X and P, 
the one being ſtruck through . the other as in the Margin. This De- 
vice he afterwards wore in his Shields, as not only Eſebi#s tells us, 
but is evident by ſome of his Coins extant at this day. This Impe- 
rial Standard in all his Wars was carried before him ; and my Author 
aſſures us, he had often ſeen it. And in imitation of this he cauſed 
Banners ( which they calPd Labars ) to be made for the reſt of the 
Army, continued by his Chriſtian Succeſlors, tho not always keeping 
exatly to- the fame form. ?Tis true, the Gentile Writers make no 
expreſs mention of this apparition of the Croſs, nor is it reaſonable 
to expe&t they ſhould : But this they confeſs, which they ſay was a 
currant and uncontradifted report in the mouth of all, that before 
this Engagement an Army in the Air was ſeen to come down from 
Reaven, perſons of great ſtrength and ſtature, with vigorous and 
chearful s, and bright flaming Armour, who were heard to ſay, 
We ſeck for Conſtantine, we are come to 4ffiſt him; as the Heathen Ora- 
tor * tells us in that very Oration, wherein he congratulated the Vi- 


IV. CONST ANTINE had a mighty curioſity to be farther inſtruted 
in theſe Divine ſignifications, and therefore calling for ſome Chriſtian 
Biſhops,ask'd them, who this God was, and what he meant by this ſign, 
They told him, the perſon that had done this was the only-begotten 
Son of the one only God ; the Sign that had appear*'d to him was the 
2 of Immortality, and the Trophy of that Vi&tory, which this 

while he was upon Earth, had gain'd over Death : They explain'd 
to him the reaſons of his coming down from Heaven, and the ftate of 
his Incarnation, and undertaking the cauſe of Mankind. He heard 
their Diſcourſes with great pleaſure and fatisfaQtion, but kept himſelf 
upon the reſerve, like a wary and prudent Man, not giving too much 
way at firſt ; he oft compar'd the heavenly Viſion with what they had 
diſcourſed to himupon that Argument,and the more he did ſo,the more 
he was ſatisfied, not doubting but that in due time God would more 
perfeAly diſcover theſe things to him ; in order whereunto he reſolv'd 
at leaſure hours to peruſe the Holy Scriptares. But herein he kept 
his thoughts to himſelf, nor indeed for the preſent was it ſafe for him 
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to declare them. However afſur'd in his own mind he march'd through 627-35 9.426 


Italy," againſt all oppoſition almoſt to the very Walls of Rome, encam- 
ping his Army (conſiſting, ſays Zoſmws,” of ninety thouſand Foot,and 
eight thouſand Horſe) 1n a large Plain before the City. © Maxentins 
was a Man " that wholl = up himſelf to Eaſe and Luxury, divi- 
Gagdh time between Pleaſure and Superſtition. He never went out 
of the City, and ſeldom out of the Palace; fo intoferably idle, that 
to remove into the Saluftiax Gardens, (tho to enjoy a freſh ſcene of 
pleaſure) was accounted a Journey, and an Expedition, as the Orator 
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juſtly jeers him. But Conſtantive now _— he ſaw he muſt 

| leave the City, and theretore plied the Altars with numerous Sacri- 
fices, and commanded the Sibyllize Books to be ſearch'd, and the an- 
ſwer brought him was, That that day the great Enemy of Rome 
ſhould periſh. - This he underſtood of Conſtantine, and applied the 
ſucceſs to himſelf, and the rather *tis like, becauſe it was then his Birth- 
day. So having put all things into the beſt poſture he could,he quitted 
the City, and came out againſt Conſtantine with far more numerous 7 

. Forces, his Infantry conſiſting of an hundred and ſeventy thouſand 
Foot, and his Cavalry of eighteen thouſand Horſe, a great part where- 
of being Romans and Italians, and having ſmarted ſo much under his F 
inſolent Tyranny, deſired nothing more than to ſee him fall at the *# 
Enemies foot. The Engagement was fierce and bloody, *till Vi&tory 2 
having hover'd a while, reſted on Conſftantine's (ide, for the Enemies F 
Cavalry being routed, the whole Army fled, and thinking to eſcape 
the neareſt way by a Bridge of Boats, which Maxentizs had built over : 
the Tyber, and had contriv'd with ſecret Springs and Engins on pur- 
poſe to drown y 1g if he paſs'd that way, were caught in thei | 
own Trap, and fell into the Pit which they had digg*d for others. 7 
For the Engins giving way, the Boats parted, and overpreſs'd with 5 
the weight of the Company ſunk to the bottom of the River, and £ 
Meaxentins himſelf along with them, whoſe Body being found, his s 
Head was ſtricken off, and carried upon a Pole before the Kew Y. 

V. AN entire Victory thus obtain'd,Conſtantine made a trium 
Entry into the City, being met by the Senate, Nobility, and infinite A 
crowds of people, whoſe chearful Faces, and loud Acclamations, ſuffi- A 
ciently reſitfie] the ſenſe they had of their Deliverance, publicly = 
ling him their Saviour, Redeemer, and the Author of their Happineſs. 
The firſt thing he did was to ſet up a ſtanding Monument of his Grati- 
tude to that God, by whoſe aſſiſtance he had gain'd the Viftory, which 
hedid,or rather the Senate by his direction, by ereQing a Statue to him 
in the moſt eminent part of the City, (and this I take to be the Sg- 

* Pong. ſupr. 7um, Which the Orator * ſays, the Senate had lately beſtow?d upon F 
cir. p. 47. vid. him, and which a little after he calls a Goldez Statue) holding in his 
: 
: 


=4 i, u% hand a long Spear in form of a Croſs, with an Inſcription in the Baſis 
of it to this etfett : 


Hanc Inſcriptionem Latino Sermons HOC SALUTARI SIGNO,QUOD VERA VIRTUTIS 
Jaan, Gree exbiter Euchim Fi ARGUMENTUM EST, VESTRAM URBEM 

ns owned onctip, 5 £3: TYRANNICE DOMINATIONIS JUGO 

In# binge 7 drveiac, 9. LIBERATAM SERVAVI ; 
Pe 24%; SENATUI POPULOQ. ROMANO F- 
mu) oy xawry 4, + ior Pe IN LIBERTATEM ASSERTO k, 
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bens | SPLENDOREMQ. RESTITUI. 


| Intimating, that under the influence of that viQtorious Croſs, he had : 
delivered their City from the Yoke of tyrannical Power,and had reſto- Y 


red to the Senate and People of Rome their ancient Glory and Splendor. F 
Several other Monuments with Inſcriptions they ſet up for him, re- 3 
mains whereof are ſtill to be found among the Antiquities of Rome, F 
particularly at the foot of the Palatine Mount, (whereon _ the 7 
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Imperial Palace ) they erefed a triumphal Arch, whiereon they 
acknowledg*d the great Deliverance he had wrought to be done 
INSTINCTU DIVINITATIS as wellas MENTIS 
MAGNITUDINE, by the impulle and aſſiſtance of God, no 
leſs than by his own Courage and Puiſſance. 

VI HAVING ſetled Aﬀairs at Rome, and endear'd himſelf to 
all forts of perſons, he began by little and little more openly to de- 
clare himſelf in favour of the Chriſtians, tho ſo as not to fall preſently 
upon the Gentiles. But that he himſelf was now fully ſetled in the 
Chriſtian Faith, is evident, not only from ſeveral Laws ? which he 
publiſh'd in favour of the Clergy, and about the Aﬀairs of Chri- 
{tians not long after his Victory over Maxentius, (this Viftory was 
obtain'd abour the midſt of November, Anz. Chr. CCCXII.) but alſo 
from the Anſwer 4 which the next year he gave to the Doxatifts, who 
petition'd him to aſſign them Judges in France, to adjuſt the Contro- 
verſies between them and the Catholics , Ton defire Fudgment from me 
(ſaid he) here below, when I my ſelf expett the Fudgment of Chriſt. The 
firſt Edit © (now extant, for in it they refer to a former ) that 
open'd the way, was that publiſh'd at Mila», 4Azn. CCCXII. by 
himſelf and his Brother in Law Licinizs, who had ſome time ſince 
been created Ceſar, whereby they granted a general Toleration to all 
Religions, more eſpecially to the Chriſtians, that none ſhould diſturb 
them in their Profeffion, or their way of Worſhip, nor hinder any 
that had a mind to embrace Chriſtianity, and that their Churches and 
places of Aſſembly, and all the Incomes and Revenues belonging to 
them that had been confiſcated and taken from them, ſhould forth- 
with be freely and entirely reſtor'd to them, and the preſent Purchaſers 
or Poſſeſſors be repair*d out of the Exchequer. A Copy of this EdiCt 
they ſent to Maximinus, who govern'd in the Eaſtern Parts, requeſting 
him to do the like. He was an obſtinate and ſturdy Pagan, and being 
neither willing to grant, —_ daring to deny their Deſires, ſup- 
preſt their Edi&, and direQed a Reſcript © to Sabinws, ſetting forth 
what care and pains his Predeceſſors Diocletian and Maximiaz had us'd 
to ſecure their Religion againſt the incroachments of Chriſtianity, 
that at his coming the laſt year to Nicomeaza, he had been earneſtly 
ſollicited both there and in other places, that no Chriſtian might be 
ſufter'd to inhabit their City ; however his pleaſure was, that the Go- 
vernours of the Provinces ſhould uſe no ſeverity againſt the Chri- 
ſtians, but treat them with all mildneſs and moderation, and rather 
oy by clemency and kind | pre waus to reduce them to the worſhi 
of the Gods, which if any of them would hearken to,they ſhould med 
readily receive them ; but if they had rather perſiſt in their own Reli- 

10n, they ſhould be left to the freedom of their own choice. This 
Reſcript as it was extorted,ſo was it ſo ſtraighten'd,as it did little good. 
The Chriſtians knew the Man too well, and the zeal and fierceneſs of 
his temper, to truſt him, no proviſion being made in it for their Chur- 
ches, but only a general indemnity from trouble, they durſt neither 
build Charches, nor _ their public Afſemblies,nor for the preſent ſo 
mach as openly profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, but kept upon their 
Guard, awaiting a more fit and favourable Seaſon. Conſtantine in the 
mean time went on in his kindneſs *to them, their Biſhops he receiv'd 
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his Journies, and oft entertaining them at his own Table ; by ſeveral 
conſtitutions he exempted the Oy from all Civil and Secular Ofh- 
ces and Employments, with which hitherto they had been ſorely vext, 
receiv'd their Appeals, and appointed Commiſſioners to umpire and 
end the Controverſies that aroſe amongſt them, and (which was a 
kindneſs beyond that of his Succeſlors) freed ® the Churches from the 
Taxes and Tributes ordinarily afleſs*d upon all other Perſons and Socic- 
ties ; and if the Commentator * upon the T heodotian Code hit it right, 
(which yet methinks is not very clear from the Laws themſelves) he 
took away about this time OO by Crucitixion,. the moſt 
flaviſh and ignominious method of Execution (which the very Hea- 
then Hiſtorian remarques in him, as an argument of a-noble and ge- 
nerous Mind, tho he did it chiefly) out of Reverence to our Saviour's 
Paſſion ; he might have added, and out of Honour to that Heavenly 
Viſion of the Croſs that had fo lately appear'd to him, as the fore- 


runner of a happy ViQtory. 


cum patibulorum © cruribus ſuffringendis primu removerit : binc fro condizore, ſeu Deo babitu. A. Vid, 
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VII. ALL this the Geztiles beheld with an envious and malicious 
Eye, as what certainly propheſied the fatal declenſion, if not final 
overthrow of their Religion ; and were more confirm'd in theſe ſuſ- 
picions, when they ſaw the Emperour negleQted 7 the Celebration of 
the Lads Seculares, or Solemn Games, that were wont to be kept for 
three days and nights with unuſual Magnificence and Devotion, with 
abundance of pompous Sacrifices,peculiar and _—_— Hymns,and 
a long train of cher Ceremonies. They were holden but once every 
hundred years, or a few years under or over, whence the Crier that 


proclaim*d them us'd to do it in this form, Come hither and behold thoſe 
Sports, which no maz alive ever ſaw before, or ſhall ſee again. The pe- 
riod of the laſt Century was now run. out, and fell in with Azz. 
Chr. CCCXIIL But the PR took no notice of them, for which 


the Gertiles ſeverely cenſur'd. him, not only looking upon 1t as an 


Argument of his averſion to their Religion, - but crying out againſt it 
as pernicious to the State, and that which drew down the vengeance 
of the Gods upon it. And it added not a little to their Trouble, when 
they found that Maximinus himſelf, upon whom they relied ſo much, 
began to turn upon them : For falling out with Lzicinius, * and being 
miſerably defeated by him, 3 ry wn» all the vain hopes and 
aſlurances, wherewith his Prieſts and Southfayers had blown him up 
into a confidence of Succeſs and ViQtory, at his return home he:put 
ſeveral of them to death as Cheats and Impoſtors, and Traitors to his 
Life and Crown. And either in ſpite to them, or in this declining 
ſtate of his Afﬀairs to keep in with 4 numerous a Party, he publiſh'd 
an EdiCt * in behalf of the Chriſtians, wherein he confirm'd the Re- 
ſcript which he had ſent to Sabizws the year before, and ſupplied now 
what was defe@ive in it, viz. the reſtitution of their Churches, with 
all thoſe Revenues and Poſſefſions which had been ſeiz'd into the Ex 
chequer, and either fold, or beſtow'd upon any public Corporations, 
or private perſons. Not long after, juit as he was reſolv*d to try his 
fortunes in a ſecond Battel, he was ftruck with infinite pains and tor- 


ments all over his Body, {ſo that in a little time he waſted to nothing, 
and 
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Ind his very Eye-ſight failing, he became ftark blind, and died at 
Tarſwus, conf 4 —_—_ his Death-bed, that all this was but a jult pu- 
niſhment upon him for his ſpiteful and virulent pre againſt 
Chriſt, and his Religion. The Churches hereupon mm thole parts be- 
gan exceedingly to flouriſh, and the Chriſtians for the preſent enjoy'd 
a very ſerene and proſperous Seaſon; | 
VII. BUT alas! this peace and ſecurity laſted not long ; for Li- 
ctinizs, who had hitherto diſſembled with Conſfantixe and the World, 
having now the whole Eafers Empire at his Command, began to 
ſhew himſelf in his own Colours; he heartily eſpous'd the cauſe of 
the Gentiles, which he ſought every where ro relieve and ſupport, and 
by a Law * expreſly forbad the Chriſtian Biſhops to go to the Houſes 
of the Gentiles, leit by their intimate Converſe with them they might 
have an opportunity of . _ Chriſtianity among them. Nor 
content with this, he took all occaſions of venting his Spleen atid Ma- 
lice, raiſing one of the hotteſt Perſecutions againſt the Chriſtians, 
whom he every where purſued with all poſſible Cruelties ; ſo that (as 
Esſcbins © obſerves) the s and the Weſt ſeem'd like night and day, 
a dreadful Darkneſs overſpread all the Eaxftern Parts, while the Weſt 


fate under the warm and benign Sun-ſhine of Proſperity and Peace: ;. 


In compaſſion to whoſe deplorable caſe, and to chaſtiſe this Man's 
monſtrous Inconſtancy and Ingratitude, (whom no ties of Blood, 
Friendſhip, or Intereſt, could oblige) and his horrible Petfidiouſneſs 
and Hypocriſie, Conſtantine reſolv'd upon an Expedition againſt him. 
The Armies firſt met at Cybalis in Pa#0nia, where Licinins was worlted, 
but afterwards recolleQing his Forces, engag*d again in Thrace, at 
what time Conftantixe, in the midſt of his Biſhops and Chaplains, was 
earneſtly engaging Heaven by Prayer to be on his ſide, while Licinizes 
on the other hand laugh'd at him, and calling for his Prieſts and For- 
tune=tellers, his Ar«ſpices or Diviners, fell to ſactificing, enquiring 
what Judgment they tnade by inſpeQting the Intrails of the Beaſts ; 
the Expounders of Dreams likewiſe were at hand,and the Au/pices that 
divind by the flight of Birds, who unanimouſly agreed, that Succeſs 
would wait upon him. Whereupon he took the chief Officers of his 
Army into a private Grove, thick ſet with the Images of their Gods, 
where having lighted Torches, and perform'd the accuſtom'd Sacri- 
fices, he made this Oration to them, which my Author had frotn the 
mouth of thoſe that heard it. © Gentlemen, {aid he, and Fellow-Sol- 
« diers, theſe are the Gods of our Country, whom we worſhip accor- 
< ding to immemorial Cuſtom and Tradition deriv'd from our Ance- 
« ftors. The Enemy that fights _— us, is one that has renounc'd 
* the Religion of his Country, and join'd himſelf to an impious SeCt, 
«and being thus impos'd on, has choſen I know not what ſtrange 
« Deity for his God, with whoſe inf«mow fign he diſhonours his Army, 
*and in conhdence of it is come forth not ſo much againſt us, as 
6 againſt the Gods themſelves, whom he has thus vilified and reje&ed. 
* To day will ſhew which of us is in the right, and whether ours or 
© theirs be the true Gods, For either theViQtory which we ſhall obtain, 
* will evidently declare our Gods to be the Saviours and Deliverers, or 
*1if notwithitanding their number this _ and obſcure God of 
** Conſtantine ſhall get the better, no Man will then any longer doubt 
* which God he ought to vu_pe will go over to the moſt —_ 
& £. 
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« full Deity, and aſcribe to him the honour of the Vitory. And if 
« this ſtrange God, whom we now ſo much deſpiſe, ſhall appear tobe 
* the more powerful Being, we. our ſelves alſo ought to embrace and 
&« adore him, and bid adieu to thoſe, to whom we have lighted our Ta; 
« pers to ſo little purpoſe. But if ours carry the day, which no Man 
&« can doubt, after fucha ſignal Victory, we may ſecurely go on in our 
© attempts againſt theſe impious Contemners of the Gods. The Ar- 
mies now fac'd each other,and Conſtantixe having pioully recommended 
his Cauſe to God, gave the Signal, the Imperial Standard of the Croſs 
was born before him, fifty Men being peculiarly deputed to guard it, 
and to carry it by turns ; which way ſoever it turn'd, the Enemy fled, 
lo that =” Gur the Emperour ſaw any part of the Army preſs'd hard 
upon, he CalPd for the Croſs to that place, and it turn'd the Scale. 
The Engagement was renew'd in ſeveral Encounters, *till the Enemies 
Forces being wholly broken, the greateſt part threw down their Arms, 
and yielded, and Licizizs himielf- fled the Field ; who finding his 
Afﬀairs deſperate, betook himſelf to his old arts of Treachery and 
Diffimulation, begging Peace with —_— w ho readily accepted 
the motion, the other ratifying it with his Oath. But what Obliga- 
tions can hold a bad Man * All is ſoon forgotten, and Licinizs raiſes 
another Army, but charges his Soldiers to otter no violence to the Stan- 
dard of the Croſs, nor to engage near it. The Battel, tho bloody, 
went againſt him, who fled thereupon to Nicomeaia, whither Conſtan- 
tine follow*d, and belieg'd him. But he ſurrender'd himſelf upon 
condition of life, which he promiſed to lead private and obſcure, and 
which ſome ſay —_— granted, and confirm'd with his Oath. 
However that was, he ſent him to ——_ and there, upon his at- 
tempting new Seditions, put him to death. 

IX. BY the death of Licinizs the whole Government of the Em- 
pire devoly*d upon Conſftentive, who immediately reſtor'd 4 Peace and 
Tranquility to the Chriſtians, and direQted ſeveral Orders to the Pro- 
vincial Governours, whereby they recall'd the baniſh*d, relea>'d thoſe 
that had been put upon Offices, reſtor*d Eſtates to thoſe that had loſt 
them, ſet at liberty the impriſon'd, and thoſe who had been condemn'd 
to the Mines, or any other ſlavery, all whom he bountifully rewarded ; 
and for them that had ſuffer'd Martyrdom, he commanded their 
Goods and Lands to be reſtor*d to them that were next a kin, or where 
they had no Relations, to be appropriated to the uſes of the Church, 
Of all which his prolix Editt © ſent to the Provincial Governours of 
Paleſtine, (and the ſame no doubt to other places) is a ſuthcient Evi- 
dence. Great Encouragement the Gemtzles, even in the Weſtern arts, 
had taken from the Patronage of Lzicinizs, whom they hop'd to ſee 
the prevailing Conquerour, and perhaps might by ſome lecret and 
myſtic Rites of their Religion endeavour to promote his ſuccels ; ſo 
that even during thoſe Wars Conſtantine was forc'd to lay ſome check 
upon them. By two Laws, * Ann. CCCXIX. the onedioelied to Maxi- 
mus Provoſt of the City, the other to the People of Rome, he forbad 
the Aruſpices or South-ſayers, and all the reſt of that divining Tribe, 
to exerciſe their Skill within w rivate Houſe under any pretence 
whatſoever, adjudging the Sout ow ſo offending to be burnt, and 
the perſon that conſulted him and receiv*d him into his Houſe, to con- 
fiſcation of Eſtate, and baniſhment into ſome remote —_— = 
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Sirhall, permitting them to exerciſe their Art at the public Altars and 

Ss and in he open light, where every one mihe ſee and hear 

what was done or {aid. Two years after by another Reſcript # to the * 5. lib. 16; 
lame Provoſt he gave leave, in caſe of miſchief done by Lightning, _ I 

ublicly to conſult theſe Arwſproes, but with this limitation, which © ©?” 

hid no ſmall Reſtraint upon them, That their Anſwers and Interpre- 

tations ſhould he ſent to the Emperour in writing : Not that he ap- 

prov*d theſe Diabolical Rites, but to try what Principles they ſugge- 

ſted to the People, and to keep them in awe, well knowing how apt 

the Geztiles, who were vext at his eſpouling Chriſtianity, would be 

under theſe pretences to conſult and carry on Deligns againſt the _= 
and ſafety of the Empire. About ſix Months after he prohibited * all » 5.15.9 ub 
Sorceries and Magic Charms, that were us'd either againſt the health /*77- /- 3- 
and lives of perſons, or to inveigle Men's AﬀeCtions to unchaſt Love, 
permitting ſuch only as were accounted harmleſs, either for the _— 

or alleviating of Diſtempers,or the driving away pernicious Storms a 

Tempeſts. The ſame year he provided, that Slaves(heretofore emanci- * 15. 1i6 4; rit, 
pated in the Pagan Temples) might be made free in the Chriſtian 7 /: «ai 
Churches in the preſence of the Bilhop ; and that Clergy-men might 

do it alone, and by word of mouth, without any formal Writing. 

That this Solemnity « might be perform'd upon a Sunday,tho all Con * 14. 1ib. 2. 77, 
tentions, Controverſies, and Law-Suits, were utterly forbid upon chat 77+ #1. 
day. Indeed this good Emperonr took all imaginable care to ſecure 

the honour and obſervation of the Lord's day,he commanded ! it to be ' =«ſ. devit.C. 
ſet apart for Prayer and Holy Exerciſes, that Prieſts and Deacons gr yo 
ſhould conſtantly attend upon them, that all perſons ſhould, as far as zom.1. 1. c. 8 
might be, be drawn to it, and that his great Officers and Comman- ?: 412: 

ders ſhould ſet them a good Example, and accompany the Emperour 

in his Devotions on that day. And that none might be then unem- 

ploy'd, he took care that his Pagan Army ſhould be buſied in Prayer 

to Heaven, as the only giver of all Vittory, and upon every Lord's 
day ſhould go out in the open Fields, and there, upon a Signal given, 

fall down, and offer up their Requeſts in a form of Prayer, which him- 

{elf compos'd, and commanded them to learn by heart,in theſe words : 

We do acknowledge thee to be the ouly God, we confeſs thee to be Kjng, upon 

thee do we call for help. By thee it is, that we have at any time got the Vi- 
Cory, and ſubdn'd our Enemies. To thee we thankfnlly aſcribe all onr paſt 
Bl:ſſings, and from thee we expect _ the time to come. We beſeech thee 
to preſerve t9 w« our Emperonr Conſtantine, together with his hopeful Pro- 
geny, with long Life , Health, and Vittory. The like proportionable 
care he took for Friday, both as to the Ceſſation from Courts of Judi- 
cature, and other Civil Aﬀairs, in memory of our Saviour's Paſſion, 
as he had done for the other in honour of his Reſurre&ion. 

. X. THE Getiles vext at this proſperity of the Chriſtians, omit- 

ted no opportunity of venting their Spleen againſt them. In many 

places, and at Rome eſpecially, they forc'd them to joyn in the Cele- 

bration of their Luſtra, their ſolemn Proceſſions, attended with Sacri- 

hices, Hymns, and Feſtival Entertainments, and ſometimes with inſpe- 

ting the Siby{ize Books, which was done in caſes of any public neceſ- 

ity, or of Invaſion by a Foreign Enemy, or any extream er tO 

the State, And perhaps they might pretend the Chriſtians could not 

refuſe it, without declaring themſelves Encmies to the Peace of the 
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State, and the Safety of the Emperour, eſpecially at this time, when 
the Goths had made a violent irruption into Thrace, and the Empire 
was diſquietted with inteſtine Wars, I mean, the laſt attempts of the 
Emperour Licinius, But this was complain'd of to Coxſtantine, who 
by a Law,” bearing date May the 30th, Ann.CCCXXUIL expreſly torbad 
any ſuch compulſion to be us'd towards Chriſtians, under the penalty 
of being publicly beaten with Clubs, if the perſon offending was of 
Plebeian rank, but if of better quality, of being ſeverely fin'd. And 
in this EdiQ, as he ſtyles Chriſtianity The moſt holy Law, fo he calls 
Gentiliſm Alzenam Superſtitionem, a ſtrange Superitition. Next he 
took care, that none ſhould be Governours or Freſidents, but who 
were Chriſtians ; or if Geztiles, that they ſhould not offer Sacrifices, 
and this to extend even to the Pretorian Prefeits,the higheſt Officers in 
the Empire. He publiſh'd a Law » likewiſe, which he ſent to the Go- 
vernours of Provinces, for the ereCting, enlarging, and beautifying 
the Chriſtians Churches at his own Charge, notice whereof he gave 
by Letters to the Biſhops of the ſeveral Churches. That to Euſcbine, 
being the firſt that was written,is ſtill extant,written A»», CCCXXIV. 
ſoon after the final Defeat of Licinius, whom he ſtyles in it that great 
Dragon, which by his Miniſtry God had remoy'd from the Govern« 
ment. Beſides this, he wrote a large exhortatory Epiltle to the Pro- 
vincial Governours of the Eft, wherein with _ Wiſdom and Piety 
he perſuades all his SubjeQs to embrace Chriſtianity, a Religion atte-= 

by the Heathen Deities themſelves, whereof he afſures them him- 
ſelf was an Ear-witneſs, Apollo*s Oracle confeſſing, that certain righ- 
teous perſons were the cauſe why he could no longer deliver out true 
Oracles. And when Dzocletian (whom he then attended) ask*d; who 
theſe Men were ? One of the Prieſts anſwer*d, They were the Chri- 
ſtians: Which ſoenrag'd the bloody Emperour, that he immediately 
publiſh'd the-moſt ſevere mercileſs Edicts againſt theChriſtians, com- 
manding the Judges to contrive more exquiſite Inſtruments of Tor- 
ment, Gan what the Law had hitherto provided for them. But tho 
he endeavour'd both by Prayers and Arguments to bring them over to 
the Truth, yet he ſtill left them to the freedom of their own choice. 
He would not, he tells them, force them to change their Religion, nor 
that one Party ſhould offer any injury or violence to the other upon 
that account : If they would ſtill obſtinately perſiſt in their old way, 
let them enjoy their Temples ſtuff'd with nothing but Lies and Fal- 
ſhoods ; aſſuring them it was not true, what ſome reported, that he 
had aboliſh'd the Rites of their Temples, and their Religious Solem- 
nities: He wiſhed indeed they would ſteer the ſame Courſe that he 
had done, and doubted not to have perſuaded the-World to it, if the 
power and efficacy of an inveterate Errour, deep rooted in the minds 
of Men, had not prejudic'd the deſign'd Reformation of Mankind. 
About the ſame time he repeald ® the EdiCts of his Predeceſſors, which 
in maintenance of the Pagan Superſtitions in the times of Perſecu- 
tion, they had put out againſt the Chriſtians, and particularly the 
cruel and unjuſt Laws ? and Conſtitutions of Licinins, as ſoon after 
he did the Ads and Decrees of his Judges, tho this was not to extend 
to ww thing which either he or they had warrangably done according 
tO LAW. 
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XI. CONSTANTINE having now reſtor'd perfect peace 
and tranquility to the Roman World, took up a reſolution of transfer- 
ring the Seat of the Empire to ſome other place: Whether it was, 
becauſe he was offended with the people of Rome for the rude Refle. 
ftions wherewith they affronted him, when on a Feſtival day going 
up with his Retinue to the'Capizo/ he ſpake contemptibly of thole fa- 
cred Rites (as Zoſmm 4 reports it), or whether becauſe he would not 
honour that place wirh his Court, that for ſo many Ages had been the 
chief Stage of Idolatry, and the Scene of Martyrdom and Perſecu- 
tion ; or whether becauſe he thought the Eaftern Parts did more ini- 
mediately require his Preſence to defend them, not only againſt the 
Incroachments of the Perſians, but againſt the Inroads of the Nor- 
thern Nations, which at that time did uſually thereabouts break in 
upon them ; or whatever elſe the occaſion was, *twas certainly a Po- 
licy very fatal and unfortunate to the Empire. After many Deſign- 
ments he pitch'd upon Byzantium, a City of Thrace, ſituate upon the 
Iſthmus, or neck of the Helleſpont, a place which Nature ſeem'd to 
have form'd, on propole to command theWorld. He re-edified and 
enlarg'd it , beautified it with the moſt ſtately and magnificent 
Buildings, and all the Ornaments which Art could contrive, or 
Wealth could purchaſe, or any curious pieces of —— which 
Rome or any other Parts could furniſh it with. He endow'd it with 
vaſt Priviledges and Immunities, peopled it with the beſt Families he 
could draw trom Rome, or other places, and by a Law (cngraven 
upon a Stone-Pillar, and plac'd in the Strateginmm, near the Empe- 
rour's Statue on Horſe-back) commanded, .it ſhould be call'd New 
Roms, tho in deſpite of his EdiCt it retain'd the honour of his 
Name, and keeps 1t to this day. He laid the Foundations November 
the 26th, Ann. CCCXXVIII finiſh'd and dedicated it about two 

ears after. But what is moſt proper to be here obſerv?d is, that he 

uilt * many noble Churches and Oratories both in the City and Su- 
burbs, wherein he ſuffer'd no Gentile Altars or Images to be plac'd, 
nor any Pagan Feſtivities to be ſolemniz'd, nay, ſutfer*d the follies, 
impoſture, and vanities of them to be expos'd in the open Streets, I 
know Zpſimus © tells another ſtory, That Conſtantine ſet up the Statues 
of the Heathen Deities in ſeveral public places of the City, and that 
at one end of the four-{quare Porticothat encompaſs'd the Forum, he 
erefted two Chappels on purpoſe, in one whereof he plac'd the Image 
of Rhea the Mother of the Gods, in the other that of the Gen: or 
Fortune of Rome. But his known partiality in matters of this na- 
ture abates his Credit, eſpecially when ſet againſt the expreſs Teſti- 
mony of thoſe, who liv*d at that time, and ſaw what was done. 
And probable it is, that to make the beſt of a bad Cauſe, he laid hold 
of any Twig which he could bend the contrary way, and repreſented 
that as done in honour of their Gods, which was done only by way 
of Deriſion and Contempt. But tho Conſtantine thus routed the Mo- 
numents of Pagan Idolatry, yet did he not demoliſh or deface the 
Temples, ſome of which were here ſtanding **till the times of Theo- 
doſius. Indeed he took away their Sacred Treaſures, * and ſeiz'd the 
Rents and Reyenues belonging to them, which he employ'd in buil- 
ding thoſe noble and magaificent Struftures, wherewith he adorn'd 
that Imperial City. N6t did the barbarous Countries go wi 
=_ 
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their ſhare in theſe happy influences of Chriſtianity. The Indians * 
were brought over tothe Chriſtian Faith by the minittry of Framentins, 
who had been brought up the greateſt part of his time there, and 
whom Athanaſius having ordain'd Biſhop, was ſent agam amongft 
them. The Jberi, ſince call'd Georgians, a People near the Caſprar 
Sea, were converted ? by means of a Woman-Slave, who being a 
Chriſtian, was become tamous among them for the incomparable 
ſtritaeſs and piety of her Lite, and her miraculous Cures ; among 


others, ſhe cur'd the Queen of the Country, and thereby converted 


her, and by her ſollicitations, the King himſelf, who convening his 
Subjetts, preach'd tothem, and perſuaded them to embrace the Faith. 
Hereupon a Church is erefted, and an Embally ſent to Conſtantine to 
requeſt, that Biſhops and Preachers might be ſent amongſt them to 
carry on and compleat the work. Which was done accordingly, and 
the Emperour to give an additional honour to their King Bucurine, 
created him Comes Domeſticorum, or Comptroller of his Houſhould, 
from whoſe own mouth my Author * receiy'd this Relation, with 
many more particulars, which he ſets down at large. The like ſucceſs 
the Chriſtian Religion had in other* Countries, for by reaſon of the 
frequent Wars which the Romans had with the Barbarians, many Chri- 
ſtian Prieſts were taken Captive, who imploy'd all their time and 
pains to ſubdue thoſe Countries tothe Faith of Chriſt. And by this 
means were the Inhabitants of the Rhzze, the Celtz, and the remoteſt 
parts of Gaul, the Goths, and thoſe who dwelt upon the Darow, brought 
to embrace and entertain the Goſpel. 

XII. THE Emperour had hitherto tried by patience and per- 
ſuaſion; and by all the Arts of Lenity and Gentleneſs to reclaim the 
Gentile World : But finding the greateſt part perverſe and obſtinate, 
he proceeded to rout Idolatry by rougher methods. - To which pur- 
poſe he gave out Diſpatches, which the Chriſtians that were about 
the Court greedily caught, and readily tranſmitted into the ſeve- 
ral Countries, and put them into preſent Execution. The Commil- 
ſioners enter*d every where into the Temples, and threw open the 
Doors of their moſt ſecret Reveſtries,ſo that thoſe Myſteries, which be- 
fore-time none but the Prieſts might behold, were now publicly expos'd 
to the Eyes of the People, and many of the Temples untiled, and laid 
open to all Storms and Weather. The common people were afraid, 
and durſt make no reſiſtance, and the Prieſts and Rlmane being left 
alone , quietly ſubmitted, and did themſelves bring forth their moſt 
venerable Deities, which being ſtript of their external Pageantry and 
Ornament, were ſhewn in their own colours to every vulgar Eye. 
The Statues of Gold, and like precious Materials, were melted down, 
and coin'd into Money, the beſt of thoſe that were curiouſly wrought 
in Braſs were brought up to Conſtantinople, where they were drawn 
with Ropes up and down the Streets,and ſet up for the people to behold 
and laugh at. Here might you have ſeen the Pythian, there the Smin- 
thian Apollo; in the Circus were plac'd the famous Tripodes brought 
from Delphos, in the Palace the Muſes of Helicon, .in another place the 
great God Paz, fo ſolemnly and univerſally worſhip'd in Greece, plan- 
ted there as ſtanding Monuments to Poſterity of the folly and madneſs 
of Pagan Superſtition. At Aphaca in Phenicia near the top of Mount 
Libanus, ſtood a famous Temple in the midſt of a Grove, dedicated 
to 
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to Venus, where the Men buſied themſelves in performing the Rites of 


Worſhip, while the Women proſtituted themſelves to all manner of 
Lewdneſs in every corner. This Temple the Emperour commanded 
to be pull'd down to the ground, and all its rich Gifts and Ornaments 
to be diſpoſed of, and that lewd Society to be diſpers'd and ſcatter'd. 
There was another dedicated to her at He/iopolis in the ſame Country, 
where the Men gave leave to their Wives and Daughters to proſtitute 
themſelves in honour of the Goddeſs ; this he aboliſh*d, and built a 
Church in the room of it, and furniſh'd it with a Biſhop and other 
Miniſters of Religion. Abrahams Oak at Mamre, which tor ſo many 
Ages had been annually defl'd with Jewiſh and Heatheniſh Solemni- 
ties, he remov'd, and ereCtted a Chriſtian Church there. He demo- 
liſh'd the celebrated Temple of A:ſculapins at Age in Clicia, where 
that pretended God was worſhip'd for his emineat Cures, and frequent 
appearances in Dreams to his Votaries. At Alexanaria he diſpers'd 


and baniſh'd the Androgyni, b or Prieſts of Nile, who us'd to perform * Fub.ib.1.4 
ridiculous Cerem-nies to that River, accounted by them a Deity, and {,-5*#: 537: 


caus'd the Nilometrium, or famous Cubit, wherewith they wont every 
year to meaſure the height of the River, to be remov*d out of the 
Temple of Serapis (where it was Religioully kept) into the Chriſtian 
Church at Alexandria: And when the people cried out hereupon, that 
the Goddeſs would be angry, and the Nile no longer overflow its 
Banks, the event ſhew*d the prediction to be falſe and tooliſh, the River 
overflowing the Country the next year in larger meaſures and propor- 
tions than 1t had done before. ſhort, by ſeveral Laws he forbad 
to offer Sacrifices, or to eret any Images to the Gods, or to conſult 
their Prieſts and Oracles, or to exerciſe any of their Myſterious Rites. 
And tho Libanius more than once affirms, © that theic Temples were 
left open, and Sacrifices permitted at Rome and Alexandria, yet was it 
no otherwiſe true, than as they could do it by ſtealth,or by connivance, 
not by any public allowance or conſtitution of the Empire. I will 
not deny but that Rome and Alexanaris being the capital Cities of the 
Empire, and places where Gentiliſm had taken the deepeſt Root, and 
whence it could not be eafily pluck'd up, a more particular permiſſion 
or connivance might be allow'd there. But when my Author 4 affirms, 
that Conſtantine, tho he took away their Revenues, made no alteration 
in the ancient uſages of their Worſhip, he muſt be underſtood of the 
former part of his Reign, it being unqueſtionably evident from the 
Teſtimony both of Chriſtian and Gentile Writers, © that in his latter 

ſhut up all, and demoliſh'd ſome of their Temples, and for- 
bad their Sacrifices and Superſtitions. Indecd, that he might not alto- 
nq ſeem to exaſperate and provoke them, he ſuffer'd the people, at 
eaſt in ſome places, ſtill to chuſe their Prieſts and Flamers, and thoſe 
Prieſts to enjoy the Temporal Honours and Immunities belonging to 
their Office, as appears by a Law f which he made Azz. CCCXXXV. 
and direQed to Felix the Pretoria Prefett of Afric to that purpoſe. 
By theſe ſmart and vigorous proceedings againſt the Idolatry and Im- 
pieties of the Heathen World,Sataz every day vilibly fell as Li htning 
from Heaven, and the ren Dragon, that old Serpent, which had ſo 
long deceiv*d the World, fled before, and fell under the power of the 
Croſs. In memory whereof, this good Emperour caus'd ſome of his 
Coins, ſtill extant, to be ſtamp'd on the Reverſe with the figure of a 
Ser- 
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Serpent bowing under, and ftruck through with the Banner of the 
Croſs. And 1n the Portico *® before his Palace he caus'd his Pifture 
to be drawn at full length with the Croſs over his head, and a Dragon 
under his feet ſtruck through with Darts, and thrown into the Sea, to 
denote by what aſſiſtance he had routed and ruin'd the old Enemy of 
Mankind, and had caſt him down to Hell. All which, my Author 
ſays, was foretold by that of the Prophet, I/a. 27. r. That the Lord 
with hu ſore, and great, and ſtrong Sword, ſhonld puniſh Leviathan, that 
crooked Serpent, os ſlay the Dragons that is in the Sea. 

XIII. AN D now God having brought about ſo great a Change 
and Reformation, and advanc'd Chriſtianity, which had lately been 
ſo much deſpis'd and trampled on, to be the Religion of the Empire, 
took this excellent Prince into a better World. ' He died at Nicomedre 
May the 22th, Avn. CCCXXXVIL to the I loſs of the 
Church, and the grief of all good Men. I thall conclude his Reign 
with the compariſon, which Esſeb:zs, in an Oration deliver'd at the 
Solemnization of his Tricennalia, about a year before his Death,makes 
between this and the preceding Times, the ſum of whoſe Diſcourſe 
upon that Argument b we ſhall here repreſent. © The former Empe- 
« rours, ſays he, were paſſionate Admirers of their Gods, and the peo- 
&« ple every where honour'd them with Statues and Images, which 
« they ere&ed to them in Fields and Houſes, yea in their very But- 
&« tries and Bed-chambers ; Chappels and Portico's, Groves and Tem- 
& ples were with infinite pains and charge ſet apart for their Worſhip, 
& 2nd enrich'd with the moſt coſtly Ornaments and Oblations. The 
<« fruit of all which Devotion was nothing elſe but War and Fighting, 
&« Mutinies and Seditions,which fill'd the World with blood and flaugh- 
© ters: Their Gods by their feigned Anſwers and Oracles vainly flatte- 
< ring them into hopes of Proſperity and Succeſs, when, alas ! they 
«could not foreſee that ſad Fate that did attend themſelves. Encou- 
« rag'd with this aſſurance, and carrying the Statues of their fond 
« and ſenſeleſs Deities at the head of their Army, they march'd into 
* the Field : Whereas Conſtantine arm'd with no other Breaſt-plate but 
« that of Piety, nor carrying any other Banner than that of the Croſs, 
« at once triumph'd both over his Enemies, and their Gods. In a 
« grateful ſence of ſo ſignal a Mercy he = own'd the power of that 
< triumphal Sign, a Monument whereof he ſet up in the midſt of Rome, 
*< and commanded that all ſhould look upon it as the tutelar and guar. 
<« dian Power of the Roman Empire. He taught the Myſtery of it to" 
« all, and eſpecially his Soldiers, and train'd them up both in the 
« i rinciples and PraQtice of true Prayer, and holy Adoration, and 
& and that they muſt not depend upon the ſtrength of their Arms, the 
« preatneſs of their Courage, the multitude of their Number, but 
« look up to God as the only Fountain of all Power and ViQtory, and 
<* obſerve the Lord's day as moſt proper for their Devotions. His own 
« vacant time he ſpent in Prayer, reading the Scriptures, and other 
«divine Exerciſes and Employments, and he form'd his wholeCourt 
« after his Example. He paid a juſt Reverence to the viftorious 
« Croſs, and erected triumphal Arches to it in every place, and with 
* 4 noble and magnificent bounty commanded Churches and Orato- 
& ries to be built,and thoſe to be re-edified which had been demoliſh'd 
* by the rage and madneſs of his Predeceffors, who taking upon them 
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« to fight againſt God, had all come to untimely ends, and both they 
« and their Families been ſwept away as in a moment. While this 
« Emperour, guarded by the falutary Standard, carried Victory about 
& him, and had founded newer and more ſtately Churches,aad re-built 
«the old ones into greater Magnificence than before ; conſpicuous 
« Inſtances whereof were to be ſeen at Conſtantinople, Nicomedia, An- 
« zioch, and in Paleſtine, where at Jeruſalem he rais'd an immenſe and 
« 2dmirable StruQture over the place of our Saviour's Sepulcher,which 
« he enrich'd and adorn'd with the moſt exquiſite Artifice, Three 
« other incomparable Churches he built, the one over the place of our 
« Lord's Birth, another at the place of his Aſcenſion, and a third at 
« the place of his Pafion. So illuſtrious a Piety God was pleas'd to 
« reward with the. enlargement of his Empire, and the proſperit 

* 2nd ſecurity of his Family, beſides thoſe eminent Blefſings which 
« were reſcrv'd for his Poſterity. A ſignal Evidence of that Divine 
« Power that ſuperintended the happineſs of the Empire, that could 
« fo equally diſtribute Recompences ſuitable to each party : For all 
&« thoſe that had ruin'd and laid waſt the Churches, had quickly reap'd 
« the Wages of their Impiety, and had -been {wept away without 
« leaving either Houſe or Poſterity behind them: But this good Em- 
* perour having endear'd himſelf to Heaven by an unuſual Piety and 
* Bounty, had accordingly engag'd God to be the Saviour and Prote- 
& {tor of his Empire; his Fanuly, and his Poſterity. 
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| The: Condition of the Genti/es under the 


Reign of Cons TANTIN E Junior, 
ConsTanTivus, and ConSTANS. 
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The Diviſion of the Empire among the three Soxs of Conſtantine. Their 
care to advance the Chriſtian, and to ſuppreſs the Pagan Religion, Pro- 
viſion made qguinſ violation of the Limbs and Sepulchers of the Dead. 
Sacrifices prohibited, but Temples - ſtanding. Julius Firmicus bs. 
— to the Emperours againſt the Errors of Paganiſm. Magnen- 
tius his Uſurpation of the Empire, his Owerthrow, and Death, The 

favours allow'd by him to the Gentiles, recald, and Sacrifices utterly abo- 

liſh'd,and made Capital. Curious and unlawful Arts ſtriftly forbidden. A 

Law to that purpoſe,wherein the ſeveral ſorts of Diviners are particularly 

enumerated, Haruſpices, Mathematici, Harioli, Augures, &c. what 

and who theſe were, and how diſtinguiſſ?d. Conſtantius at Rome re- 
moves the Altar of Victory. All prattiſers of Divination ſeverely 
prohibited to come near the Court. The occaſion of that Law, Barbatio 
the Generals conſulting with Southſayers about an extraordinary Omen. 

That Treaſon how brought to light. Conſtantine*s jealouſie of his Couſin 

Julian, for his ſecret Dealings with Magicians, Several in the Eaſtern 

parts puniſh'd and put to Death upon pretence of conſulting with Oracles. 

C tius's laft Law to exempt the Clergy from Civil Offices, His 


Death, 
I. CON- 
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I. oF mm 7 ] NE upon his Death-bed: 
nd S@LE AS divided the Empire —_—— three Sonsy 

to Conſtantine his eldeſt, he aſhgn'd Br#} 
tain, Spain, Gaul,-and part of : Proconſu- 
lar Afric ; to Conſtans the youngelt, Italy, 
Ilhricum , Macedonia , Greece, the parts 
that border upon the Exxize,-and the re- 
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LE "2 kr LE af dle Son, Myſia, Thrace, Aſia, the Eaſt, and 

5a 19a ; Egypt. . The firſt 'of theſe Princes: liv'd 
but a little while, and the Reigns of the two,orher were ſo-taken up 
with the Arian and other Controverſies, which unhappily divided 
the Chriſtian World, and diftraQted the State as well as the Church, 
that we meet not with much relating to.the Geptiles within this pe- 


mainder of Afric ; to Conſtantins the mid- . 


riod. Sozomen' in the general gives us this accoufht of the ſtate of things, *z. 3. c. 15; 
that the Emperours trod in their Fathers ſteps in their care of, and * 5*** 


kindneſs to the Church, inveſting the Clergy, their Children, and Ser- 
vants, with many peculiar Priviledges and Immunities ; they not 
only confirm'd their Father's Laws, but enatted new ones, prohibi- 
ting any either to offer Sacrifices, or to pay any Adoration to the 
Images of the Gods, or to exercife.any part 'of Pagan Superſtition + 
The Temples that ftood either in the Cities or Fields, they commanded, 
to be ſhut up, or beſtow'd them upon Churches; where they-wanted- 
either room or materials to build with ; for *twas their great care ei- 


ther to repair ruinated Churches, or to erettriew ones more ſplendid 


and magnificent. Conſtantine had reign'd {carce three years, when 
uarrelling with his Brother Coxſt..»s about the diviſion of the —_—— | 
"4 march'd with his Army as far as Aquileia to encounter him; where 
he was ſlain about the latter end of April; Ann..CCCXL. but whether 
by Treachery (as ſome report) or in open Fight, is not eafie todeter- 
mine. His Death was no leſs paſſionately than elegantly bewaiPd 

by a Grectaz Sophilt of that time, in a Funeral Oration « till extant. 
IL THE firſt thing that occurs after his Death, is a Law ! of 
Coxſtaxs publiſh'd two Months after, direQed to Titian Prafett of 
Rome, againſt thoſe that violated and demoliſh'd the Tombs and Se- 
pulchers of the Dead, and took thence the Materials to any other uſe, 
with a Penalty upon the perſon that did it, af being condemn'd to 
the Mines, if # did it of his own head ; and of baniſhmeat, if done 
at the command of his Lord : And that wherever any of thoſe Mate- 
rials ſhould be found, that Houſe or Edifice ſhould be forfeited to the 
Crown. *Twas occaſion'd, as is probable, by the forward Zeal of 
ſome Chriſtians, who reſolving to deſtroy all Monuments of Gentile 
Superſtition, wherever they met with them, flew upon, rifled, and 
detac'd Tombs and Burying-places, which were wont to be conſecra- 
ted with Heathen Rites, and adorn'd many times with Altars and 
Images. And not content to ſpoil and pull down the Sepulchers them- 
ſelves, they often took the Stoncs and other Materials to their owri 
uſe. The Penalty provided was ſevere enough, but did not, it ſeems; 
wholly cure the Diſtemper ; ſo that about mne years after, he was fain 
to reinforce it by a ſecond Law ® more punCtual and particular, wheres 
in proviſion is made, both againſt the Offenders in time paſt, Ny 
D 2 Detas 
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Defacers, Demoliſhers, Conveyers, Converters, Buyers, or Con- 
cealers of any part or patcel of them, as alld againſt the liks Offarices 
for the time to come, and that the Officers ts whom it ep ar'd 
ſhould from time to time inſpe& theMonuments, and fee tothe neceſ- 
fary Reparations of then, and if any of thee neglefted their Duties 
chey ſhould not dy egy the Petighties inflied upon the 
tranſprefſors' of this Law, but the kyown ordenary puniſhment of 
ſuch Offenders, which was that of Death. The like care herein Cox- 

* 16id.1.3.5 4. ffantine vook afterwards, by two Laws = very $ if this matter, 
III. THE Emperour Conftavs being now ar Peace, reſum'd his 
| Leal againſt the Genries, whoſe follies he reſtrain'd by this following 

» 16. lib. 16. Law, * the Inſcription whereof we have duly teQified. 


Tit. X. l. 2. 

f+ 261. : | : 
The Emperours CONSTANTIUS and CONSTANS, 

the Auguſt, ro Madalian Vice-Prztorian Prafet. 


T ſtition ceaſe, ict the ma of Sacrifici 
Le abaigo: Foz Whoever all welum con y to the 
contrary to this — — —— too Serrinres, 

Le was and ennvme:Punlbment las ary: 

£&F 
bg - of That Ans. CCCXLI. 


#1544.1.3.vid. This wasfollow'd with another * the next year, (for the date of the 
Gorbofr. inlvc. Conſulſkips as now extant is plainly miſtaken) concerning rhe Terti- 


ples at Rane, thas altho all. | ition ſhould be rooted 


up,. yet *rwas' his , thar the Temples that ftood itt 
the Frelds and Highways. (for of thote within the Walls there feerns ro 
have been no queſtion, being tpar's as highly conducing tothe 
ſj and ornament of the Cay ſhould not be pulPd dowrr or 
efac'd,, many of rhe ſolemn: and Games, wherewith the people 
were wan to be entertain'd, depending upon, and having taken their 
Riſe and: Origmal ſons choſe Temples : So that the Seruftures were 
left ftanding either for Delight or Ornament,only the Abuſe and Idola- 
try of them: was quireremoved. Encourag*dwiththeſe Laws, Julie 
Fermiews- Maternaw wrote about this time his Book De Errore profina- 
rum Religronum, which he dedicated  to- the two Brother-Emperours, 
wherein: after he had rundown and'expos'd the notorious folfies ant 
* De error prof. ahſurdities of Paganiſm, he addreſſes 4torhoſe Emperours, that they 
atalelons _—_ on to-make a perfe& Reformation, and by very ſevere Laws 
cut off whar did yer remain, that the Romur World might be nolon- 
ger infefted with ſuch pernicious Errors and Impieties, and Wicked- 
neſs gain. ground: by Cuftom and Connivance. He knew there wan- 
ted not thoſe that oppos'd it, Men fond of their own Ruine ; but God 
had. committed: the. Goverament of the World to their Majefties for 
this end, that: they might be me to heal the wounds that were 
made upow the: Souls of Men, and they muſt not inthis caſe ſtand to hu. 
mour every Paluz; inveterate Diſeaſes were not to be cur'd but by un- 
pleaſing -- which muſtbe taken; how bitter ſoever it ſeem tothe 
Patient, leit by roo much indulgence the Diſtemper grow worſe, and 


call 
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call for flarper methods, «hd it come at laſt 't& the Kjift 4d the 
Caullic. A letle more *ts What they had already dat, would iy Bt * bid: 7. 148 
Devil fully proftrate, ant make the Gonragion of THelatry (the Venom 
whereof grew weaker every day) w eo evaporice aid chpite ; 
they ſhould therefore wxalt and advance the Banher of the Crbls, 
would be a cettain forerunner of Suceeſs add Viltery ; = 
ſhould quite remove *the Deities that were accounted the Safety and © 1bid. p. 19.8 
Ornameat of their T es, and either mele then dewhi into Motte 
or ſome other uſe, and transfer all their Gifts aid Tredſires-t6 
profit of the Empire. , Great things God had already done for therh 
as the reward of a well-betjutt Zeal and Piety; adhd preater Blefing 
were reſery'd when they ſhould have finiſh'd and crewird He Work. 
All which ſhould oblige them with « purs Mind, afid # pid Cott 
ſcience, ſincerely to look up to Heaven, to ſollicit the Divine Aﬀt- 
Rance, and implore the help of our Blelſed Saviout; afrd worſhip him 
only with Spiritual Sactifices. By whick theatis tidy right affurt 
themſelves of Feacs and Plenty, Viftery and Triufwph; ther = 
jo 
| t C.7þ, 116.154 


themſelves ſhould rule quietly and fecurely, and ths W6Hd Gi 
the _— ahd proſperity of their Goverrifneht. Cou/fubtrid bei 
about this time inform'd,that wy Mafters,*r6 put the gn 
affront and diſhonevr upon the Chtiftian Profeſſich, ud to (ell their 77 77 k 1, 
Female Slaves that were Chriftians eo by proſiitated as the Stvws, ig. £379" 
ftrain'd it, ordering thas rome but Chriftiatis ſhould have live t& biiy 
them, and that they might pay their Renſdin, and (& thieth free. 
IV. 4». CCCL. Magnentiu, a great Coiticidadet iff the Arty, 
having treacherouſly murdet'd ths  Conflinst, afiirp'd t 
Empire, as upon notice of his Death, Yerrannic alfo did itt Paimoris,and 
Nepotian, Nepliew th Conſtantine the Great, at Royve. Burthdle two 
were fooa cut off, the forrier by Confleattith, the letter by Avicttts, 
whom Magnrentine had confirtned Prafel? of Ring, Mubrertttds Hithi- 


ſelf made | —— men ne &for —_— 
Went ON WHKAQUE C mg Faxes at pk: — fert ns 
any that ſtood im his wey,and confiſcatifg-ahd ing the Efleres, 
whore it made for his intereft,he conniy'd at the Genriles and perfeturted 
the Chriſtians, many of whom he caus'dto be pitt to Dexth. But after 
three years and ſix months Tyranny, be was finally routed by Confrar- 
tixe, and equally deſpairing of Pardon and Suceefs, rar himfelf through 
and died. Conſftentis revers'd * the Provcedings which he of his */5.Ti. x14 
1 ; had illegally aQted, and reſtor'd perfonsto their juſt Rights and * 
eſſons, and for the benter quieting Men's minds, pabRiſh'4a gene- 
ral Act * of Indemnity and Oblivion, A five 6f the greater * 2ib. 9. Ti, 
and more capital Crimes, which he left to URY gee —— 
the Law. And whereas Megncenrige, to curty favour with tht Genrtes 
at Rome, Had give them leave to celebrates their Sacrifices ? itt the. » 1644. 1ib. 16, 
niglit, Conſtantive immediately aboliſh*dthoſs NoQurnal Sacrifices,and 7%. X: 4. 5. 
took away the Licenſe that had been granted theny : Nay, by another 
Law, * he exprefly forbad all manner of Sacrifiees, and cominanded * 1kid.1. 4. 
that every where, both- in City and Country, eſpecially within the | 
Prztecturs of Ir«ly, (for which the Edi& ſeertis more immechately cal- « 512om. 1. 4 
culated) the Temples ſhould be ſhut up, and: dvive fiaffer'd t6 go! into c 19 1. 529- 
them (agreeable to what is related by other Writets * of this ritht);; fins Grim 
that the perſon- offending ſhould: loſe lus Head, and f6rfeir his my p+ 253- 
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_ the Exchequer, and the Governours of Provinces be puniſhd, if they 


neglefted the Execution of this Law. I know the names of the Con- 
[als uſually affix'd to this Reſcripr, make it to be paſt 4»». CCCXLVI. 
But it being direQed to T aurus the Prztorian Prafe&t of: Traly, and he 


not being made Prefe&t *till the year CCCLII, does with far greater - 


probability faſten it upon this time,and the occaſion we have mention'd; 
when the Emperour nodoubt highly reſented the kindneſs which the 
Gentiles had ſhew'd Magnentine, and the Favours he had conferr'd upon 
them. A like Command » to this he ifſued out three years after, ma- 
king it Capital for any to ofter Sacrifice, or adore the Images ; theſe 
vigorous Proceedings did, it ſeems, ftrike a terrour into the greateſt 
even into __ himſelf, ſo that about this time © he was wont to riſe 
at midnight, and in the moſt ſecret manner pay his Devotions to 
Mercury. 

V. CONSTANTTIUS was an utter Enemy to Magic, and all 
curious and unlawful Arts, than which nothing more common among 
the Gentiles, and indeed were the very Life and Spirit of their decli- 
ning Superſtition. And therefore the next year, Az». CCCLVII, 
he put outa Law 4 _ all Curiolity in this kind, that no Man, un- 
der the penalty of his Head, ſhould dare to conſult any of theſe Ma- 
ſters of Divination, who in the body of the Reſcript are reckon'd up 
by their ſeveral Titles ; Harsſpices, who made a judgment concerning 
future Events from Sacrifices, and in{peQing the Entrails of Beaſts 
ſlain to that purpoſe ; Mathematici, who judg'*d of things by the courſe 
and poſition of the Stars ; Har:olz, who attended the Altars, offer'd 


up Sacritices and Supplications to the Deity, and receiv'd the Anſwer 


the Demon return'd ; Augures, who divin'd by the flight or chattering 
of Birds ; Yates, who were more immediate Chaplains to the Deity, 
and being filld, as they gave out, with an Enthuſiaſtic Inſpiration, 
gave out Oracles to the Votaries that requir*d them ; Chalaeans, or 
Fortune-tellers, were much.the ſame with the Mathematici, who read 
Men's Doom by calculating their Nativities, and finding what Con- 
ſtellations govern'd at the time of their Birth ; Mags, were properly 
{uch as dealt in Charms and Conjurations, fram*d into odd and un- 
couth Schemes of words ; Maleficz, in a ſtri& ſenſe, were thoſe that 
traded in Necromancy, but are here us'd in a more general way, as com- 
prehending all the other Profeſſors of theſe Diabolic Arts. This was 
at the beginning, and about the end of the ſame year out comes ano- 
ther Law < againſt them that: exercis'd Arts of Magic, by which they 
undertook to diſorder the courſe of Nature, and do miſchief to the 
Lives of innocent Perſons, and by peculiar Charms to diſquiet and 
conjure up Spirits, and the Souls of the Departed, that they might be- 
come Inſtruments of Revenge upon their Enemies, ſuch perſons, as 
being contrary to Nature, he commands to be deſtroy'd Feral: peſte, 
that 1s, as ſome think, by being burat alive, the ordinary puniſhment 
of Magicians among the Romans, or as others more probably, by being 
thrown to wild Beaſts. Either of them ſevere enough, and yet not 
exceeding the merits of ſuch enormous Villanies. 

VI ABOUT the end of April this year Conftzntizs came to 
Rome, where he took care to Regulate ſeveral things that were amiſs 
there. And now probably it was, that he took away the famous Al- 
tar, and Image of Yi#ory, which being plac'd upon a triumplial Cha- 
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riot, ſtood in the Entrance or Portico of the Capitol. It was the only 
Idol left there, for tho it had been remov'd by ——_—_— was 1t 

in reftor'd by Magnentime, and now taken away a ſecond time, to 
tho inflaite griet and reſentment of the Gentiles, who heavily com- 
plain'd* of it, eſpecially Symmaches, who rais'd no little ſtir and buſtle 
about it afterwards. After a month's ſtay at Rome, the Emperour re- 
eurn'd back to Milan, where finding that notwithſtanding all the Pro- 
viſion he could make, the Trade of Divination ftill went on, and 
crept into his very Court, to the hazard of his Perſon and Govern- 
ment, he publiſh'd a moſt ſevere Law * the year following againſt this 
fort of Men, ſetting forth, that altho in any part of the World they 
were to be accounted Enemies of Mankind, yet when they prefum®d 
to intrude into his Court or Preſence, they offer'd a more immediate 
violence to Majeſty. If therefore any Magician or Uiviner, or any 
practiſing that way, ſhould be tound either 1n his Court, or in that of 
Ceſar, be he of what rank or condition ſoever, he ſhould not eſcape 
being tortur'd, tho in other caſes the Law exempted perſons of Honour 
and Dignity from that Penalty ; ſo that if upon proof he ſtill perli- 
ſted to deny the Fatt, notwithſtanding the privilege of his Place and 
Quality, he ſhould, as in ordinary caſes of High-Treaſon, be pur upon 
the Rack, and have his fleſh rak'd oft his ſides with Mngale, or Iron 
Hooks, made on purpoſe to torment the Malefattor. And indeed 
*twas but time for Conſtantius to look about him, both with reſpe&t to 
bimſelf and Faliary., As to himſelf, he had a freſh inſtance at hand. 
Berbatio, * General of the Foot, had a ſwarm of Bees fetled in his 
Houſe'; the .Man was infinitely concern'd at the Accident, and pre- 
ſently went to conſult the Southſayers, who told him, it portended 
ſome extraordinary Events, and gave him intimation of an advance- 
ment to the Empire. This the Man kept ſecret, and march'd out with 
the Army ; but his Wife, jealous of her own Intereſt, wrote to him, 
to beg, that after Conſtantizs's Death, which was then at hand, and 
himſelf, according to his expeCtations, advanc'd to the Empire, he 
would not deſpiſe her, nor prefer Eyſcbia, the Queen-Dowager that 
was to be, a Woman of exquilite Beauty, before her. A Copy of 
this Letter her Maid carried privily to Court, whereby the whole De- 
ſign came to light, for which both Barbatio and his Wife died, and 
ſeveral others were rack'd as accomplices in the Treaſon. And then 
for Julian, Conſtantins had for ſome time ſuſpeCted him of hatching 
ill Deſigns, and knew that his chief Converſe was with this ſort of 
Men, who, by all the little inlinuations of: their Art, endeavour'd to 
puſh forward his youthful Ambition. He always kept a company of 
_— about him, who went in the habit, a under the notion, of 
Philoſophers, and ſent for a famous Pagan Prieſt out of Greece, with 
whom alone he uſed to ſpend ſome time, and tranſa& ſome Afairs in 
private, juſt before he broke out into an open Rebellion againſt Cor- 
ſtantius, Theſe _ every day more and more alarm*d the Empe- 
rours ſuſpicions, and awaken'd his ſeverity againſt theſe Men, eſpe- 
Cially after he underſtood that there was a mighty concourſeto « thyd ue, 
a Town 1n Thebazs, famous for a Temple of Bera, the topical God of 
that Country, and he as much celebrated for his Oracles, and thoſe 
who could not, come themſelves, ſent their Queſtions in writing. 
This was repreſented to the Emperour as a thing of dangerous conſe- 
quence, 
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quence, who immediately diſpatch'd away Pazul/zs and ſome others 
into the Eaff to examine the. matter, and call perſons to account. 
Among others, S7mplicizs was accus'd for having put Queftions to the 
Oracle about his obtaining the Empire, and tho commanded to be tor- 
tur'd, was only baniſh*d ; many more were baniſh'd, or rack'd, or tor- 
mented, and their Eſtates naliilend. And ſo rigorous were the Pro- 
ceedings, (if my Author ſay true) that if a Man wore but an Amulet 
about his Neck tor the cure of a Quartan Ague, or any other Diſtem- 
per, or walk'd but at night among the Tombs and Monuments, he was 
torthwith challeng'd for a Conjurer, and as a perſon trading in Necro- 
mixcy, and was put to Death as guilty of High-Treaſon. The laſt 
thing conſiderable that Coxſtantius did, was a Law i (if not the laſt, 
the laſt of this nature) he made to exempt the Clergy in every place, 
whether in City or Country, trom all Civil Offices, which he did the 
rather, he ſays, becauſe he rejoyc'd and gloried in nothing more, than 
in his munificence to the Church, well knowing, that the Empire 
was better preſerv'd and kept in order by Religion, than by any ex- 
ternal Offices, or corporal Labours whatſoever. 1 his Law bears date 
March the 17th, Ann. CCCLXL. at Antioch, whither he had retir'd 
from the Perſia» Expedition for his Winter Quarters, and whence he 
ſet out to go againſt Julian, but died in his march at Mopſucr: ne, Offo= 
ber the 51h, others ſay November the 34, p.rtly wearied out with Trou- 
bles, partly Heart-broken with the Ingratitude and Rebellion of his 
Couſin Ful:ax, wherein, now it was too late, he was ſufficiently ſenſible 
of his Error, it being one of the. three things he ſolemaly repented of 
upon his Death-bed, that he had taken him into a rartnerſhip of the 


Empire, 


An INTRODUCTION. 


Sec rT. IIL 


The State of Paganiſm under the Reign 
of JurLi1a N, 


Julian*s Parentage, and Education wnder ſeveral Maſters. His inclinss 
tions to m_—_— nouriſh'd by Libanius and others, who blew him up 
with hopes of the Empire. His ſubtle diſſimulation of Chriſtianity con- 
feſs'd by his greateſt admirers, His taking upon him the place of « Rea- 
der, and erefting an Oratory to S. Mamas the Martyr, His reſidence at 

Athens, and frequent conſulting with Pagan Prieſts, His driving awa 
the Dzmons at « Conſult, by an nndeſjgn'd making the ſign of the crofA, 
Advanc'd to the Dignity of Czlar, upon what account. Sent into Gaul 
to govern there, and to repre's the Germans. Anſpicious Omens at 
his arrival there, His great ſucceſs, and aſſuming the Empire, An 
account of it ſent to Conſtantius, and his paſſnate Reſentment of it. 
ry reparation to march againſt Conſtantius. His gradual opening 
is Reſolutions to reſtore Paganiſm, and his careſſing the greater Cities to 
that parpoſe. The fone s of ſome zealous Gentiles in ſetting up 
their Superſtitions. His arrival at Conſtantinople, and public care 
about the reſtitution of the Gentile-Rites, their Temples, Altars, Sacri- 
fices, Ceremonies, Revenues, &c. His Zeal for theſe things in his own 
Perſon and Prattice, The principal methods he made uſe of for the ſup- 
preſſing Chriſtianity , aud. reſtoring the Gentile Religion, conſidered. 
His deſign to reform Paganiſm from its more groſs Abuſes ; an Abſtrat# 
of his wiſe Diſcounſes, and prudent Direftions, to that end : His endea- 
bours to conform it to the excellent Inſtitutions of Chriſtianity; his Let- 
ter to Arſacius, Chief-Prieſt of Galatia, to that purpoſe. His taking all 
occaſions of expoſing Chriſtians, and making them and their Religion 
appear ridiculow. His Wit mainly employ'd that way. The Title of 
Galileans by Law fix'd upon them. The blaſphemous Speeches and Pra« 
E Fiſes 
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fiſes of others after his Example, and their fatal and miſerable Ends. 
His traducing the no Conſtantine, 4s 4 1" dear to Chriſtians, 
Hi attempts to bring Chriſtians low, and to weaken their Power and Inte. 
reſt, by henjorg them from all places of Honour and Truſt, by unreaſ0- 
wable Fines and | axations,and by ſetting the ſeveral Parties of Chriſtians 
at variance with each other. Inſtances given of all theſe, His conni- 
wving at the Perſecution rais'd againſt & Chriſtians by his Commanders 
ana Governours, His abſtaining from open Perſecution, why ; tho it 
fell heavy-upon particular perſons and places, His diſcouraging and dri- 
wing away the Biſhops and Clergy, and aboliſhing their Revenues and Pri- 
wvileges. The policy of that attempt. Flis encouraging the Jews, and 
+ ps their Temple and Religion, in oppoſition to the C hriftians. 

he advantages which he propounded to himſelf therein. His endea- 
wour to extinguiſh all Human: Learning among the Chriſtians, there- 
by to make them more pliable to Gentile-Inſinuations, The folly of 
' that attempt. The infinite encouragement he gave to Phileſophtrs, and 
all that appear'd able and zealous againſt Chriſtians. His projett to en- 
ſnare unwary Chriſtians into a compliance with Pagan Superſtition. Some 
Inſtances given of it. The Hiſtorical part of the remainder of his time 
briefi erofireead Hi expedition againſt Perſia. -T he Orations he com- 
pod in his march in honour of the Pagan Deities. His coming to Antioch, 
and reproaching them with the notorious neglett of the Gentile Rites, 
The ſcurrilous Reflettions caſt upon him by the people of that City. His 
writing his Miſopogon, 4 Satyrical Diſcourſe, to be reveng'd of them. 
His departure from Antioch, and execrable Divinations at Carrz, the 
Relicks whereof found after his Death, His exgagement with the Per. 
fians, it Szcceſs, and Death. The Author of his Death unknows : 
Several Reports concerning it ; charged” by Libanius «por the Chri- 
ftians. Some extraordinary paſſages relating to his Death. His Chara- 
Fer. The ſeaſonableneſs Y his Death to th: Chriſtians. Nazianzen's 
triumphant Diſcourſe upon it. 


rears Sores ANULIAN was the youngeſt of the three 
TY <META Sons of Conſtantivs, Brother by the Fa- 
thers ſide to Conſtantine the Great. He 
was born at Conſt antinopl:, An. CCCXXXI. 
His Mother Baſi/ina died ſoon after, and 
his Father was taken off in the firſt of Con- 
ftantizs, At ſeven years of Age he was 
' committed to the tutorage * of Mardonins 
CD the Eunuch, who read to him, and form'd 
S$02zom. |. 5. his tender years to a ſtri& courſe of Ver- 
&2-$-593- tue, and an utter averſion to all thoſe Pleaſures and Divertiſements 
that are apt to debauch the Minds and Manners of young Gentlemen : 
i 44 Arr.237. And therefore *tis a great miſtake in Baronizs, | when from Juliax's 
Ne. 2/1. account of his Education under this Man, he makes him to have in- 
filPd into him the firſt Principles of Paganiſm, when, as *cis plain, 
Julian repreſents it only as an ironical Accuſarion of his Maſter for trai- 
ning him up to ſuch ſour Manners, and ſo great an hatred of Luxury 
and Effeminacy ; an humour ſo ingrateful and diſpleaſing to the people 
= i of Antioch. And Libanius ® puts the caſe paſt adventure, when he 
263, © tells us, this Eunuch was an excellent Guardian of I and 
Sobriety, 
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Sobriety, but withall, a bitter and open'Enemy to the Gods. Under 
the condutt of this Mardonirs he attended ſome other Maſters, famous 
Profeſſors at that time ; Nicocles the Laconian for Grammar, and for 
Rhetoric Ecebo/izs the Sophiſt. But Conſtantive thought it not ſafe to 
continue him in the Imperial City, and therefore ſent him and his 
Brother Gellus to Macellzs,, a Mannor belonging to the Crown, at the 
foot of the Mountain Argews, not far from Ceſares in Cappadocia, where 
there was a magnificent Palace, pleaſant Gardens, adorn'd with Baths 
and Fountains, and other ngble Entertainments : Tho Julian him- 
ſelf ſeems to ſpeak » of it under a worſe CharaQter, and look'd upon 


their confinement there as a better ſort of Impriſonment, not on —_— 
l 


allow*d to go thence upon any occaſion, and being reſtrain'd from a 

other Company but that of their own Servants. Six years they re- 
main'd in this place, during which time they were educated 1n all 
Arts and Exerciſes ſuitable to their Age and Birth. After which, GaZ. 


dis being call'd to Court, Julian was luffer'd to return to Conſtantinople, 


where he frequented the Schools of the moſt celebrated Profeſſors, and 
became ſo famous for his proficiency in Learning, his plain Garb, and 
familiar Carriage, that he began to be talk'd of as a perſon fit to ſuc- 
ceed in the Empire. To ſilence » the ſpreading of ſuch Rumoucs, 
Conſtantius remov'd him to Nicodemia, and recommended him to the 
care and ſuperintendency of Ewſebius, Biſhop of that place, who by 
the Mother's ſide was ſomewhat of kin to him. . The Emperour _ 
to ſuſpe& his Inclinations, and therefore gave particular Charge, that 
he ſhould hold no Correſpondence with Liben:izs, a famous Orator, but 
a profeſs*d zealous Pagan, who having been forc'd to quit Conſt anti- 
zople, had open'd a School at Nicomedis. But *tis hard to chain up 
natural Inclinations, tho the Emperour had commanded, and his Ti 
tor Merdonius had engag'd him by Oaths to have nothing to do with 
Libanixs, he could not wholly contain himſelf, He did not indeed 
One Converſe with him, but a way was found out, whereby 
is Orations and Speeches were by a ſecret Meſſenger convey'd to him 
every day, which he tread with infinite greedineſs and delight, and 
laid before him as a Copy for his imitation. The news of his coming 
to Nicomedia brought thither Maximus, one of the greateſt Philoſo- 
phers of that Age, who, unctzr pretence of teaching him Philoſophy, 
confirm'd him 1n his love of Paganiſm, and his ſpleen againſt Chri- 
ſtianity : And being a Man famous for Magic, blew him up into a 
belief of the common report, that he ſhould one day be Emperour, 
which ſo endear'd the Man to him, that he took him into his moſt 
intimate friendſhip, and accounted him one of the moſt valuable Bleſ- 

ſings of his Life. 4 | 
IL ALL this he manag'd with great artifice and ſubtlety : For 
knowing how jealous his Couſin Conſtantivs was of his affeQtion to- 
wards the Heathen Religion, he profeſs'd himſelf a-zealous ? Chriſtian, 
and to caſt the greater blind upon it, he took upon him the Tonſare, 
enter*d into a Monaſtic life, and ſuffer*'d himſelf to be ordain'd Reader 
of that Church, where he read the Scriptures in the public Congre- 
gation. Nay, fo far did his diſguis'd Zeal extend, that he pretended 
a paſſionate Honour and Reverence for the Martyrs, and joyn'd with 
his Brother Gallus to ere& a Romy Oratory to the memory of S. Ma- 
mas the Martyr, the one under ing one part of the Work, and he 
2 orner 
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other the other. But God difdain'd that either himſelf or his Servants 
ſhould be honour'd with ſuch thick and damnable Hypocriſy, and ac- 
cordingly gave teſtimony from Heaven againſt it : For when that parc 
of the Church which Gellus had undertaken went —_— and prof- 
per, that of Julian could take no cftfeQ; in ſome places the Foun- 
dations could not be laid, rhe Earth throwing up the Stones again ; in 
others, where *cwas built up to any height, it was immediately ſhar- 
ter*d, and tumbled to the ground. , An accident that adminiſtred great 
variety of Diſcourſe, and made many preſage what would be the 
event and iſſue of things. However, he kepr himſelf upon his Guard, 
tho he could not forbear,where he knew his __ open and dil- 
cloſe the Secrets of his Mind ; and many times in diſcourſe « with his 
Brother Gallus, he would take upon him very eagerly to defend the 
cauſe of ſuppreſt Paganiſm, wherein tho he pretended to manage the 
cauſe only by way of diſputation, yet the warmth of his Temper, and 
the ſtrengrh and ſeriouſneſs of his Arguments, ſufficiently ſhew'd he 
did it ex 4imo, what colour ſoever he otherwiſe put upon ic. And 
his Pratice was accordingly : For whatever he made the World be- 
lieve, he equally divided his time between Study and Idolatry, ftudy- 
ing all day, and facrificing at night. And the thing is confeſs'd by 
one of his deareſt friends, * than whom none knew him better, that it 
being dangerous for him to appear in his own Colours, he ſeem'd to 
be another Man than what he really was, and in public hid himſelf 
under another Dreſs ; he was not the Aſs in the Lion's skin, but a Lion 
chd with the skin of an Aſs, (as my Author expreſſes it, ſcoffingly 


refleQing upon his Chriſtian Profefſion :) He well underſtood the beſt 


way, 6:6 5 mw aopzMir:s, but he thought good to diſſemble, and 
for the preſent to ſteer the ſafeſt Courſe. Whike in truth it almoſt 
broke his Heart f to ſee the Temples deſolate, the Sacrifices forbidden 
and negle&ed, the Altars and ViAtims taken away,the Prieſts baniſh'd, 
and the Revenues of the Temples ſhar'd- among the Impure and Pro- 
phane. And, if we may believe Libenivs, it was not Pleaſure or 
Power, Grandeur and Dominion, made him affeQ the Empire, but 
only to have an _—_—_— to reſtore the Worſhip of the Gods. Bur 
this, as yet, he kept to himſelf, waiting a more favourable ſeaſon 
wherein to declare himſelf, This hypocritical Garb he wore about 
him *till he was twenty years old, when he pur it off by degrees. He 
left Nicodmeia, and retir'd to ſome little part of his paternal Eſtate in 
Afia, for the far greateſt part had been confiſcated by Conftentins. Bur 
finding the Times growing troubleſom and dangerous, by mediation 
of the Empreſs, who always Rtood his friend, he got leave togo to 
Athens, under pretence to perfe&t his Studies, but indeed to enjoy the 
Company of Philoſophers and Pagan Prieſts, and to conſuk more ſe- 
curely about future Events. And he wanted not enough of that 
Tribe to attend him, nay he frequented the moſt celebrated * Oracles 
in Greece. Among the reſt he met with a Prieft, who ſeem'd more 
peculiarly for his turn : The Prieft brought him ro the Temple, and 
carrying him into the innermoſt Retirements, _ to conjure up the 
Demons about him, Jalian was affrighted at the ſudden and horrid 
Appearance, and in that amazement hgn*d. himfelf with the ſign of 
the Crofs, whereat the Demons immediately vamſh*d. The Prieft 
was angry, and ſeverely chid him, and withall gold him, that the 


Demons 
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Demons had fled not becauſe they were afraid of the Croſs, but becauſe 
they were angry at his making uſe of that deteftable Sign. And fo 
the Conteſt ended, and the Prieſt initiated him in thoſe ſalemn Rites 
and Myſteries. 

III. HIS Brother. Gals, who had been ſome years Ceſar, was 
now for ſome treafonable Innovations depos'd, and put to Death. Bur 
things going to rack in Gas/ and Germany, Conſtantive was. necefſirated 
to think of another Partner, and none could be thought of fo proper 
as Jukan ; the Empreſs Euſch:a * whiſpering it into Conſtantine his 
ow. that he was a young Man, of a ſimple undefigning temper, 
wholly addited to his Books, and unacquainted with the tricks of 
Ambition, and the intrigues of Goverament : If Succeſs attended his 
Enterprizes, the Glory of them would redound to the Emperour ; if 
he milcarried, and was cut off, they ſhould be rid of him, and rhere 
would be none left of the Royal Family to hatch any dangerous De- 
ſigns againſt the Empire. H.reupon . he was ſent for to Court. Be: 
fore he left Arhens,” with Prayers and Tears he ſolemnly recommended 
himſelf to the care and protection of Mizerva, the tutelar Goddeſs of 
that place. He pretends he went to Court upon this Errand with a 
mighty ReluQancy, and when he came to Milaz, drew __ Letter to 
the els to be excus'd from it, which the Gods, he tells us, whom 
he conſulted upon this occaſion, did by a Viſion at night forbid him 
to ſend upon pain of Death. So he was inveſted with the Title and 
Ornaments of Ceſar, and ſent into Ges/, but with a Train and Retinue 
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altogether Strangers to him, and ſome perſons joyn'd with him, and 


ſet as ſo many Spies about him, eſpecially Marcels and Selluſtive, with- 
out whoſe privity no Perſons nor Diſpatches could be brought to him. 
He had only two intimate Confidents along with him, the one his 
Library-keeper, who alone was privy to, and affifted him in the Se- 
crets of his Religion ; the other his Phyſician, who was his familiar 
Friend and Companion, whom I ſuppole to have been 0ribafine, * one 
of the moſt eminent Phyſicians of that time. He complains he was 
ſeat thither in the mid{t of Winter with but three hundred and ſixty 
Men, and himſelf in a manner ſubjected to the Officers, being fo limt- 
ted in his Commiſſion, that he could attempt nothing without their 
Concurrence, and they charg'd to keep as quick an - 1 upon him, as 
upon the Enemy. However; encouraging himſelt in the preſence 
and aſſiſtance of the Gods, which he promis'd himſelf would go 
along with him,he undertook the Expedition. At his arrival at * Viex 
in Gaul, when the whole City ran out to ſee him, and to give him an 
honourable Reception, an old blind Woman being told who*cwas thet 
was coming, cried out, That he was the perſon that ſhould repair and 
reſtore the Temples : And at his entrance into another City, adorn'd 
( as the cuſtom was ) for the reception of 1o great a yu_ a Crown 
that hung between two Pillars, dropt full upon his Head as he paſs'd 
under it ; look'd upon by all as a plain Omez of his ſudden ſucceeding 
in the Empire. Five or fix years he manag'd this Proviace with adm1- 
rable ſuccels, all which time he — profeſs'd himſelf a * Chriſtian, 
and would ſometimes, eſpecially upon the Feaſt of the Epiphania, go 
. to.Church, and ofer up his Prayers to God. What hedid otherwiſe 
was by ſtealth, riſing at Midnight, * and doing his Devotions to Mer- 
cary. And finding now by Auguries and Divigations*® that Conſtantine 
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was not like to live long, Deſigns were ſet on foot with all ſpeed to 
advance him to the Empire. And to haſten the matter, and inflame 
the Army, Papers * were ſcatter*d abroad among the ſeveral Regi- 
ments, containing an account of the miſchievous Deſigns that were 
hatching againſt Jal:az, and that the Emperour intended to withdraw 
his Forces, and leave him expos'd to. the utmoſt danger ; as indeed 
Conſtantizs had ſent to recall part of the Army, which he had occa- 
fioa-to make uſe of in his Wars with Perſia, Upon this the Army 
began to mutiny, and refus'd to march, and coming to the Palace, 
clamorouſly requir'd him to take the Empire upon him, who went 
preſently apart and made his Addreſs to jo zter, and having receiv'd 
a favourable and benign Anſwer, comply'd with their Importunity, 
who lifting him up upon a Shield, and in want of a better Crown, a 
Soldier's Wreath ym 3p about his Head,they falutetl and proclaim®d 
him Emperour. He had now thrown the Dye, and was neceſſitated 
to maintain what he had done. But that he might proceed with the 
greater fairneſs and plauſibility, he firſt diſpatch'd an Embaſſy to Cox- 
ftentine, to let him know, that his aſſuming the Imperial Power was a 
force put upon him by others, more than his own voluntary choice ; 
and that if he pleas'd, he was ready to lay it down again, and return 
to the ſtation and capacity of Ceſar. Conſtantine told the Ambaſſa- 
dor, That if he would ſecure'his Head from the Vengeance due to ſo 
great an Inſolence, he ſhould not only quit the Empire, but reſign the 
Ceſarean Dignity, and returning to a private Station, refer himſelf 
to him. Upon the declaration of which Meſſage, Ju/ian openly affir- 
med, He would much rather commit himſelf and his Fortunes to the 
Gods, than truſt his Life with Coſtantius. And in order whereuato, 
he prepar*d to march into the rn Parts, giving out, he did it onl 
to ſatisfie Conſtantine in the true reaſon of what had paſs'd. He had 
long fince among his Confidents abjur'd « Chriſtianity, but his Army 
being moſt what made up of Chriſtians, he durſt not yet publicly 
renounce it, and therefore came into the Church upon Chriſtmas-day, 
and did his Devotions among the reſt. But the more he fecur'd his 
Intereſt in the Soldiery, the more he open'd his Inclinations to Paga- 
niſm every day. All along his march he wrote * to moſt of the great 
Cities, accommodating himſelf to their ſeveral Humours or Inte- 
reſts. That to the Senate and People of A4thers is ſtill extant, wherein 
he gives them a large and accurate account of his Aﬀairs, what De- 
ſigns he had on foot, what Injuries and Provocations had been offer*d 
him by Corſtaztizs, and how the Army had forc'd him, contrary to 
his inclinations, to take the Empire upon him. In.his Letters to his 
ivate Friends he dealt more openly ; in that to Maxime, ® he tells 
im among other things, he would acquaint him with what he knew 
he would be right glad to hear, that they publicly worſhip*d, and ſa- 
crific'd to the Gods, and that the whole Army was of his Religion, 
and that in gratitude to the Gods ſeveral Hecarombs had been already 
offer*d up. Ind indeed knowing his mind, they began.in ſeveral pla- 
ces, and particularly in Greece, * to open their Temples, and to beau- 
tifie and trim them up, and to introduce Sacrifices ; all which he en- 


Chrow!. Gr& courag'd by his Counſel, Dircftion, and Example : Nay, no ſooner + 


45. 4com'/- did the firſt news i of his aſſuming the Empire arrive at Conſtantinople, 


. lib. Orig 
CP. Þ+ 25» 


| but ſome, forward enough to adore the Riſing-Sun, ſet up his Statue 


in 


= . + 


_ — 


An INTRODUCTION. 


XXXt 


in the Porch of Conſftantine's Palace in that City ; and Demophilus, 
Commander of the Soldiers, a bigotted Gertile, ereted a Porphyry 
Pillar to him, with this Inſcription, Eras orotEBHS THAPXON 
IOTAIANOES, The Great and the Religious Julian. 

IV. HE arriv'd upon the Borders of 1hricum about Aufurnn, 
when the Vintage was over, and yet on a ſudden * the Vines put out 
afreſh, and appear'd laden with four Grapes, and at the ſame time 
certain drops of Dew fell _= his and his Soldiers Coats, every drop 
forming ir ſelf into the faſhion of a Croſs; both which he made a 
ſhift to interpret, the one as an effect of Chance, the other as a fore- 
runner of good Fortune. In Thrace he heard the news of Conſtantius's 
death, who died in Cz/zia as he was coming with a great Army to 
encounter him. Thus deliver'd from his fears, and all Rivalty and 
Partnerſhip in the Empire, he march'd with all ſpeed to Conſt antrnople, 
which he enter'd December the 11th, Ann. CCCLXI. and having fo- 
lemniz'd the Funerals of Corſtartns, began to let the World fee, what 
Religion he intended to eſpouſe. He order'd the —_— |to be ſer 
open, thoſe that were decay'd, to be repair'd, and where new ones 
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he reſtor*d ; where any Temples had been demoliſh'd, and the Mate- 
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the whole train of Gentile-Rites, Ceremonies, and Sacrifices , 
brought again intouſe. So that, as Libarins tells us, you could go no 
where, but you might behold Altars and Fires, Blood, Perfumes, and 
Smoak, and Prieſts attending their Sacrifices without fear or interru 
tion ; the tops of Fills had their Oblations, and ſacrificial Feaſts,and t 
Imperial Palace its Temple and ſacred Furniture. The Emperour 
. aſſum'd ® the Title and Office of Poxtifex Maximus, and valu'd it as 
equal to that of Emperour ; he renounc'd his Baptiſm, and profan'd 
it by polluting himſelf with their bloody Rites, which he oppos'd to 
the Chriſtian method of Initiation. The firſt thing he did every mor- 
ning as ſocon as out of his Bed, was to facrifice to the Gods : He went 
up and down in perſon, and was both preſent, and aſſiſted at public 
Sacrifices, and gave encouragement to all that did ſo, writing to thoſe 
Cities which he knew molt devoted to Genriliſm, and promiſing to 
grant whatſoever they ſhould ask. The warrant of fo great an Ex- 
ample made the Gezti/es unmeaſurably inſolent in every place, fo that 
not content with leave to celebrate their impious Myſteries, they be- 
= their wild curſitations up and down the Streets to ſcoff and 
eride the Chriſtians, and by all imaginable ways of ſcorn and re- 
proach to expoſe them and their Religion. And when with much 
greater advantage the Chriſtians paid them home in their own kind, 
they burſt out into a rage, and with blows and wounds fell foul upon 
them, the Emperour in the mean time conniving at what was done. 
In ſhort, he recalPd the Laws lately made againſt Pagan Super- 
ſtition , and confirm*d the ancient Edifs of his Predeceſſors that 
had been made in favour of them. And here perhaps *twill be no un- 
acceptable entertainment to the Reader, to preſent him with ſome of 
the principal methods Julia» made uſe of be the ſupporting Paga- 
niſm, and the ſuppreſſing Chriſtianity. 
V. AND 
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V. AND firſt, he ſet himſelf to reform Paganiſm, and the Pro- 
feſſors of it, from the more groſs Corruptions, and to introduce man 
wiſe and excellent Inſtitutions, which he obſerv'd among the Chri- 
ſtians. The faults and follies of the Gentile World were ſo conſpi- 
cuous in themſelves, and had been ſo often expos'd by Chriſtians, that 
they lay open to every Eye. And he had no way to recover his Reli- 
gion into any credit, but by retrenching what was ſo very ſcandalous 
and offenſive, and planting what was more uſeful and excellent in the 
room of it. Earneſtly therefore, and with great importunity, he 
preſs*d, © that Magiſtrates would take care, that Men liv*d juſtly and 
according to the Laws, and expreſs'd a great Piety towards the 
Gods, and Humanity towards Men, that they would corre& Men only 
in order to their Retormation, and relieve the Neceſſities they lie un- 
der, as the Gods do ours; that this was the beſt and nobleſt quality, 
and that which did moſt recommend us to the favour of the Gods, 
who could not but be pleaſed with what was moſt agreeable to their 
own nature, and would certainly reward it, ſeeing no Man was ever 
made poor by his Charity ; and he himſelf had often found, that the 
more he had given this way, the more he had receiv*d from Heaven ; 
that our bounty to the Poor ought not to be ſtinted or limited, all Man- 
kind is a kin to us, whether we will or no, and we derive our Pedigree 
from one common Original, and accordingly ought liberally to com- 
municate to the needs of all, even to the worſt of Men, and our grea- 
teſt Enemies, (it being the Men we are to relieve, and not their Vices) 
but more eſpecially to the Good and Vertuous. That ? being train'd up 
in,and ated by theſe generous Principles,every Man ſhould ſtrive to be 
pious towards the Gods, kind to Men, chaſt and regular in their own 
Perſons, and converſant in all the duties and offices of Religion, eſpeci- 
ally that he ſhould always entertain in his Mind ſacred and venerable ap. 
prehenſions of the Gods, and with ſanctity and honour approach their 
Temples, and adore their Statues and Images, as if we beheld them- 
ſelves preſent before our Eyes : For we were not to look upon Altars 
and Images as Gods, (the Gods being incorporeal, and in themſelves 
needing no Sacriftices) but as Symbols and Repreſentations of the 
Divine Preſence, and as means and inftruments by which we might 
pay our Adoration to them. And becauſe nothing tended more 1m- 
mediately to ſecure the Honour and Intereſt of Religion, than a juſt Re- 
ſpe& and Reverence towards thoſe who attend the Miniſteries and So- 
lemaities of it, he thought it highly reaſonable, 4 that the Prieſts ſhould 
be honour'd equally with, or rather above the Civil Magiſtrates, as 
being the Domeſtics of Heaven, our .common Interceſſors with the 
Gods, and the means of deriving down their Bleſſings upon the World. 
And ſo long as they retain'd this Relation, they were to be treated 
with a reverence due to their Fun&ion, but if debauch'd and vicious, 
they ſhould be depos'd, and turn'd out. Perſons inveſted with this 
Office, were to undertake * as Sureties for the honour of the Gods, 
and ſhould behave themſelves ſo, that their Lives. might be a Cop 
and Pattern of what they were to preach to Men : That to this end, 
they ſhould engage in all a&ts of Worſhip with a mighty awe and 
dread, and abſtain not only from all vile and wicked Aftions, but 
Words alſo, yea, from liſtning toany ſuch Diſcourſes, from all ſcur- 
rilous and abuſive Jeſts, all fithy and impure Converſe ; m uy 
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ſhould read no idle Books, trifling Pamphlets, or looſe wanton Plays, 
but ſertoully apply themſelves to the ſtudy of that divine Philoſophy, 
which was mott apt to beget a great ſenſe of God upon Mens Minds, 
and to learn by heart the Hymns that were-to be ſung in praiſe of the 
Gods, to whom they were both publicly and privately to put up their 
Supplications' at leaſt thrice a day, however, that nothing lets than 
Morning and Evening ſhould ſerve the turn, that every Prieft in the 
courſe of his waiting ſhould intirely attend upon it, and never depart 
out of the Temple, but give himſelf up to Fhilofophit Thoughts;and a 
careful diſcharge of the Duties of that place ; and when his time ex- 
pir'd, and he was to return home, he converſe with none but the beſt 
and moſt ſelet Company, ſeldom $O intothe Foram, or approach the 
Houſes of great Men, unleſs in caſes that concern'd his Office, and 
when he might be helpful to the Poor and Indigent ; to be habited 
when he went abroad in a plain decent Garb, and different from what 
he wears in his Miniſtration in the Temps that in no caſe they ſhould 
frequent the Theaters, or exhibit any obſcene Sports or Shows in their 
own Houſes, which he wiſh'd were reform'd, or quite taken away, 
but ſince there was little hopes of that, that the Prieſts at leaft ſhould 
abſtain from all ſuch Theatrical Impurities, and leave them to the 
people, and be ſo careful of their Converſe, as not to be ſeen in the 
- Company and familiarity of a Charioteer, or any Player or Dancer be- 
longing to the Theater. Laſtly, that in ny they ought to be 
chokn out of the beſt, the moſt rel;gious and charitable Perfons, with- 
out any conſideration whether they be rich or poor, external circum- 
ſtances not being to be regarded in this matter. *Twas enough if the 
perſon was endu'd with Piety to God, and Humanity to Men. An 
evidence of the firſt whereof it would be, if he train'd up his Dome- 
ſtics and Relatives in the ſame paths of Piety : Of the latter, if out 
of that little which he has, he freely diſtributes to the Indigent, and 
does good to as many as he can. And the negleCt of this, he tells 
them, was that which gave opportunity to the wicked Galileaxs by 
their ſingular Humanity and Charity, to ſtrengthen andeſtabliſh their 
pernicious Party, and pervert honeſt-minded Geztiles to their Impiety. 
. VI. THIS is the ſum of that excellent Diſcourſe, ({ much of 
it as is now extant) wherein he lays down Rules for reforming Paga- 
niſm, which indeed he ſought to bring as near as might be tothoſe 
admirable methods and forms of Diſcipline, by which he ſaw Chri. 
—_ had mainly prevaild in the World, In imitation © whereof, * Naz. ore. 7. 
he deſign'd and endeavour'd to introduce Schools for the Educaion of ee 
Youth in every City, Churches and Altars of different degrees and p.617. 
privileges, es both of moral and ſpeculative Theology, ſtated 
times, and forms of alternate Prayer, the uſe of Anathematifm and 
Pennance, Monaſteries for devout and philoſophic Perſons of either 
Sex, Alms-houſes and were nr for the Poor and Cripple, and the 
reception of. Strangers, and what he moſt admir'd, the commendatory 
Eccleſiaſtic Epiſtles, or Letters teſtimonial, from the Biſhop or Gover- 
nour of the Church, whereby perſons travelling from one Country 
to another were upon the producing theſe Letters ſure to.meet, where- 
ever they came, with a very kind and ready Entertainment. All which « 3u, rj. 
he heartily recommends in his Letter * to Arſ/acius, which, becauſe fo ——_ þ 208+ , 
exprel5 to the caſe in hand, we ſhall here __ wed ”— -—_ 
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Welcom, kind Stranger , *tis not juſt with me 
Strangers to ſlight, tho meaner far than thee : 
Strangers and Beggars are alike from Jove ; 

Mean 1s thy Treatment, yet a Feaſt of Love. 


Let us not then ſuffer others, who emulate our pious uſages, 
to carry away the Glozy from us, while by our careleſneſs and 
negligence we diſgrace our ſelves, and ſeem rather to betray 
and fozfeit our Piety to the Gods. If I hear you (hall bzing 
theſe things about, J (hall rejoyce exceedingly. So but ſeldom 
to the Governours Houſes, but wzite often to them. When they 
make their entrance into any City, let no Piet go out tomeet 
them 3 if they come to the Temples, let him only meet them in 
the Pozch 3 and when they enter in, let noOfficer go befoze them, 
but as many as will may follow after, foz no ſooner does any 
one let his Foot over the TRIED of that place» but he becomes 
a p21vate Yan, equal with the reſt. Foz pour ſelf, you know, 
are ſole Commander there, accozding to Divine Conſtitutions. 
Such only as are obedient, are the true wozſhippers of God, 
that ſtand upon Pomp and Gzandeur , are pzoud and vain- 
g ozious. Fo2 my part, J am ready to affozd Relief to them of 

'eſlinus, p20vided they attone and ” they © the Bother of the 


Gods 3 but if they (all fight her, they (hall not only be not 
blameleſs, but, which Jam loath to tell them, incur our heavy 
Jndignation. . 
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"Tis impious t9 be kind to them, 
Who do tl” Immortal Gods contemn. 


Perſuade them therefoze, if they defire J hould take any care 
of them, univerſally to make their public Supplications fo the 
Dother of the Sods. 


By this deſign'd Reformation, and which, had he liv*d, he would 
no doubt in a great. meaſure have accompliſh'd, he hop'd to render his 
Religion ſo amiable in the Eyes of Chriſtians, as eaſily to bring them 
over to it, at leaſt he ſhould throw out of the way thoſe popular Ob- 
jeftions that were commonly made againſtir. 

VII. SEC ON DLLY, he took all occaſions of expoſing Chri- 
ſtians, and making them and their Religion appear ridiculous to the 
World. He was a Man of great Wit, and his Wit particularly ſer 
to a ſharp and farcaſtic Edge, and he principally turn'd it this way. 
He read the Scriptures for no other nnd tru to cavil or confute them, 
to pick out, as he thought, the moſt obnoxious paſſages, which he 
firſt dreſs'd up according to his own humour, and then derided them, 
and ſet them up for others to laugh at. If he met with a ſeeming con- 
tradiction, he made it real; if with an hyperbolical exprefſion, he 
improv*d it into Blaſphemy, and would run it down as —— 

& & wit 
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with the Di&ates of infinite Wiſdom. He ſcorn'd the ſimplicity of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, whom he repreſented as a pack of ignorant 
and illiterate fellows, that had no Breeding and Education, and under- 
ſtood little beyond the Shop, or a Trade. He carp'd at them almoſt 
in every Epiſtle, and in his Perſia» Expedition wrote ſeven whole 
Books in confutation of Chriſtianity, which were afterwards ſolidly 
and fully anſwer'd by S. Cyrill of Alexandria, When he ſpake at any 
time of our Saviour, he would give him no other Title than the So 
of Mary, or the Galilzan, and by a particular Law * commanded, That 
the Followers. of our Lord ſhould not be called Chriſtians, but Gals- 
leans, fooliſhly thinking to render them odious to the World by clap- 
ping an infamous Name upon them. The Imperial Standard * of the 
Crols, which his Uncle had made with ſo pious an Intention, and with 
ſuch exquiſite Artifice, he took down, and in the room of it put up 
another, in all his Piftures and Statues repreſenting Jupiter near him 
as coming down from Heaven, and delivering him a Crown and the 
Purple, the two I»ſjgnia of the Empire ; ſometimes he had Mars and 
Mercury looking upon him, and ſeeming to give Teſtimony, one to his 
Valour, the other to his Eloquence. And his grout Othcers walk*d 
apace after his Example. His Uncle _ s who was Governour of 
the Exft, entring into a Church of the Chriſtians at Arrioch, piſs'd 
againſt the Holy Table, and when E»z0is reprov'd him for it, he took 
him a box on the Ear. And his Collegue F2kx, Keeper of the Impe- 
rial Treaſures, and who in compliance with the Emperour, had re- 
nounc'd his Chriſtianity, taking up the noble and magnificent Com- 
munion Plate, which the Piety of the former Emperours had beſtow?d 
upon the Church, See (faid he in a ſcorn) i» what brave Cups and Ve. 
fs the Son of Mary # ſervy/d. But behold the Juſtice of the Divine 
Providence, that immediately overtook theſe blaſphemous Miſcreants. 
Julian was ſeiz?d with a miſerable Diſtemper, his Bowels rotted with- 
in him, and his very Excrements flow*d out of his prophane Mouth, 
and after having lien forty days together under the moſt unconcei- 
vable torments of the Bowels, he breath'd out his miſerable Soul ; tho 
before his Death his Lady, a pious and vertuous Chriſtian, had brought 
him to ſogreat a ſence of his Sin, that he petition'd the Emperour in 
the behalf of the Chriſtians. Felix had a quicker Execution, for one of 
the Maſter-Veins breaking, all the Blood in his Body emptied it ſelf 
out at his Mouth, to the horrour and amazement of all that ſaw it, 
and in leſs than a days time he vomited up his Blood and his Soul toge- 
ther. But to return to the Emperour, who catch'd at all advantages 
of deriding whatever had any relation to Chriſtianity : And becauſe 
he knew how juſt a Reverence the 3 1 id to the memory of 
the great Conſtantine for being the firſt oped Patron of Chriſtianity, 
he traduc'd him at every turg, and in the concluſion of his Ceſars, re- 
preſents him as a perſon notoriouſly guilty of the moſt ſcandalous Effe- 
minacy and Debauchery,with other Vices as fallly as ſpitefully charg'd 
upon him ; and indeed hooks in all occaſions to beſpatter and reproach 
him. And in the ſame place he proclaims the Chriſtian Religion to 
be little elſe but a Receptacle and SanCtuary for Rogues and Villains, 
where the vileſt of Men might ſhelter themſelves, and tho guilty of 
the moſt enormous Crimes, might upon a little trifling Pennance be 
roxzes quoties, in a moment made pure and clean, This he thought 
| mu 
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mult needs render it cheap and ridiculous to all wiſeand confidering 
Men, and if .he did not laugh Chriſtians out of their Religion, he 
ſhould however confirm the Genziles in his own. 

VIII. THIRD LY,, he ſought by all ways to bring Chriftians 
low, and to weaken and (deſtroy their Power and Intereſt : To'this 
end, Firf, He baniſh'd them out of all places * of Honour and Autho- 
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rity, reducing them to this Dilemms, ether to do Sacrifice, or to quit |,4. Zum. is 
their Employment, and. become incapable of all Civil Offices. -- If Fuven. & 


they complied with the firſt, he had his ends, and they fell under the 
reproachtul Character of perſons, who lov'd their Places betrer than 
their Conſcicnces, and. preferr'd an empty Honour before their Reli- 
j00; if they laid them down, he was.rid of ſo many potent and 
ngerous Enemies, who might head a Party to oppoſe his ws 
or at leaſt encourage the common ſort of Chriſtians to ſtand to their 
Religion witha firmer conſtancy and reſolution. Thus among others, 
Palentinian, who was afterwards Emperour, generouſly threw up his 
place of Collonel of one part of the Guards of the Palace, and ſubmit- 
ted to the ſentence of Baniſhment, rather than he would come under 
the leaſt ſhadow of an Idolatrous Compliance, whereof more in its 
proper place. And not content with this, where any had been em- 
ploy'd in the Reigns of the preceding Emperours, in demoliſhing Pa- 
gan Altars, pulling down-Temples, taking away their Ornaments, or 
the like, he not only ſtript them of their Honours and Priviledges, 
but ſuffer'd them to_be indicted, condemned, and executed, where a 
bare Accuſation, was _ times proof enough. Secondly, He ex- 
ated unreaſonable ſums of Money- from them on all occaſions, that 
being impoveriſh*d, they might either lie under a ſtrong temptation 
to Apoſtacy, or be ſecur'd from attempting any thing againſt the 
Civil State. Hence the Fines, Penalties, and Confiſcations, that 
flld his Reign , any pretence ſerving toſtart a Title to their Eſtates. 
It a Man was but ſuſpeRted to have enrich'd himſelf by any Reve- 
nues formerly belonging to Heathen Temples, he was preſentt! 
brought into the Exchequer, and right or wrong forc'd to refund : If 
guilty of the leaſt Mutiny or Riot, their Purſes were ſure to ſmart for 
it. Thus when the Ariazs * at Edeſſ« had fallen foul upon the YValentt- 
nian Heretics,he gms (eiz'd the Treaſures of that Church, which 
he beſtow'd _ his Soldiers, and the Lands, which he appropriated 
to his own ule, jeering them into the bargain, that he did but herein 
deal with them according to the admirable Law of their own Reli- 
gion, eaſe them of their Burden, that they might go ſo much the 
ighter unto the Kingdom of Heaven, and that being made poor, they 
might become wiſe, and not fall ſhort of that heavenly Kingdom 
they ſo greedily expeQted. But nothing ſerv*d him to better purpoſe 
than his War againſt Perſia, under pretence Þ whereof he amal$'d infi- 
nite Treaſures, impoſing a heavy pecuniary Mult upon the Heads of 
all thoſe that refuz'd. to offer Sacrifice to the Gods. The Edi& was 
executed with mercileſs ſeverity,yea even upon thoſe who had nothing 
to pay : Nay, the Commanders and Officers ftretch'd it beyond its 
natural intention, extorting greater ſums than the Edi& had impos'd, 
beating and abuſing them that refus'd to pay. And when the Chri- 
ſtians complain'd to him of the Oppreſſions and Injuries which in this 
cale the Governours of Provinces put upon them, all the Redreſs they 
could 
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could get, was a Sarcaſm tart enough, Tour Chriſt (faid he) has given 

y0u 4 Law, that when you ſuffer unjuſtly, you (hould bear it reſolutely ; and 

when oppreſsd and injur'd, ſbould not anſwer again, Thirdly, He ſtudied 

to ſet them a claſhing and quarrelling with one another, that he might 

do his work with their hands. The politic Prince remember'd the 

old Maxim , Divide, and _Y ; *twas but ſetting them together by 

the Ears, and they would ruine themſelves. He was not ignorant 

what powerful FaQtions there were _— what implacable 

+ Feuds and Animoſities had been exercis'd between ſeveral Parties in 

the times of his Predeceſſors ; he knew theſe bitter Contentions were 

not forgotten, and that they would return to them with freſh, and 

perhaps more eager Appetites. To which end he no ſooner came to 

*.5020m. 1.5. the Crown, win recall'd the baniſh'd Biſhops, © whom he gave leave 
id. 195 ,. fo return to their Sces, poſſeſs'd by thoſe, who he knew would not 
7-509. Ealily part with them. And tho to gain himſelf the Reputation 
of a wiſe and merciful Prince, he ſent for the Biſhops and therr people 

to Court, and preſs'd them to concord, and that every one would 
peaceably enjoy the freedom of his own way, yet the deſign at the 
bottom was plainly this, that he might ſer them a wrangling more 
effeQually, and that the liberty he gave them might widen and en- 
creaſe their Diſſentions, that ſo they might be incapable of confedera- 
ting into any dangerous and formidable Combinations, as is confeſs'd 
by Nis own Hiſtorian.4 An artifice he was ſure would take effeft, ha- 
ving by experience found ({ays mine Author, with reproach enough if 
it was true) that no kind of wild beafts were ſo outragious to Mankind, 
as ſome Chriſtians were to one another. At the ſame time, and for 
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the ſame purpoſe, he = the like Indulgence to all forts of Heretics, 


* Fpift. XXX. and wrote particularly to Aetizs, © the Patron and Ringleader of the 
_ Eaunomian Se&, whom he not only permitted to return home, but ſent 
for to Court at his own charge ; who(thatI may note this by the way) 

* 7hilef. 1.7. was no ſooner return'd, f but his Party gather*d about him,and ordain'd 
* 5-0: P-594 him Biſhop, and Exdoxizs Biſhop of Conftantinople wrote in his behalf 
to Exzoins Biſhop of Antioch, who getting _— a convention of 

nine Biſhops, ſynodically cancelPd all the Atts that had been made 

againſt Actizs, particularly thoſe that had paſs'd in the late Council 

at Conſtantinople, Beſides this favour to Aetins, at Cyzicum the Empe- 

* Seer. 1. 3. rour commanded 8s Eleuſius __P of that place to rebuild the Church 
E 11-P-153 of the Novatians, which he had formerly pulld down, at his own 

charge, placing a heavy Fine upon his head, if he did not within two, 

» id. c. T6. Months ſet upon it. He publiſh'd likewiſe an EdiR * in favour of the 
- poke Lg Donatiſts, a SeQt of Men peculiarly diſpos'd to Quarrels and Conten- 
Commen, tions, whom he reſtor'd to their Liberties, Revenues, and the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of their Churches. What fatal and miſchievous effeQts this licen- 

tious Toleration produc'd in the Chriſtian World,they who have read 

the Church Hiſtory of that time, need not be told. 

IX FOURTH LY, tho he himſelf abſtain*d from open Per- 

ſecution, yet he conniv'd at thoſe that did perſecute the Chriſtians. 

He paſſionately affeted the character of Juſtice and Clemency, and 

knew no readier way to do it, than by treating his declared Adverſa- 

' Fpit. YI, ries With ſome kind of Gentleneſs and Lenity. Hence he glories | once 
py 11 and again, how kind he had been to the Galil2ans, beyond the rate of 
og that uſage they had met with-in the time of his Predeceſlors, _— 
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of Baniſhment, they had been ſent four home ; inſtead of a Priſon, 

they enjoy'd Liberty inftead of being plunder'd, their confiſcated 

Goods had been by Edi reftot'd ro-them ; thar he had commanded 

none of them to be beaten, abuſed, or put to death without Law 

and beyond the Rules of Juttice. And notwithſtanding their madneſs 

and folly. had almoſt ruin'd al, yet the worſt he had done them was, 

that in his efteem and choice 'of Perſons, he had preferr'd pious and 

good Men before them : And one of tus greateſt Advocates* triumphs * :iban. £2 
in this, that he did not proſecute the untrue Religion (meaning the ”_— Ful. p- 
Chriſtian) with Fire and Sword, nor drive Men over by Cruelty and * 
Torment ; which yet muſt be underſtood of his _ carriage, and 
what he did abovy d, and of negative rather than poſitive Favours. 

Beſides, he conſidered, that all the methods of Rage and Fierceneſs 

would never compaſs or attain his ends ; he _ put the World into 

a Flame and a Combuſtion, but he could never drive the Chriſtians out 

of it, nor force them to be of his mind ; their Religion might be 

ſhaken, _ 4t CENTIEN on pf wi —_ _— un: ' chnſ.oe-ſupy 
h miſcatri of . hi ors, who anguinary 7 ©9om- 
LG and emer gud Proceedings, had been fo far from : frm lping one f—0 
Chriſtianity, that they had ſpread it through the World, and that the t- 72- 
Churches Field was never more fruitful, when water'd with the 

Blood of Martyrs, who grew up thicker the faſter they were mow'd 

down. Great and —_—_ Minds are not eaſily daunted with 

ſition,but up thereby into a more manly Courage and Reſolution, 

In the midſt of all their ſpite and Chriſtians could court the 

Stake and the Flames, the Sword and the Rack, and their Perfecutors 
ſometimes had enough to do to keep them from prefling on to an Exe- 

cution, and people could not but enquire into, admire, and embrace 

that Religion, which ſupported and wt. arp the Minds of its Pro- 

feſſors, and made them triumph in the midft of thoſe Sufferings, which 

were beyond all the Powers of humane Nature to bear up under. 

The ſame Spirit he ſaw continued ſtill, and Chriſtians were as ready 

as their Enemies, and to uſe his own expreſſion, Give them but occa- 

ſion, and they'l crowd as faſt to Mar , #s Bees ſmarm to rheir Hives. 

But he would not gratifie them in that;tho it had been fo dearly to their 

colt ; he envied the honour of Mattyrdom, a thing he found 

= {o eagerly delired, and valued beyond all the conveniencies of 

Life, or the enjoyments and advantages of this World. And if any 

died in defence of their Religion; he commanded they ſhould nor be 
accounted Martyrs, and that they ſhould be thought to dye for any 

Crimes, rather than upon the account of Religion. - For theſe reaſons 

he laid aſide all thoughts of a public un genera] Perſecution, which 

would have made him and his Party fo much the more odious, and 

ther more great and venerable. But tho no public Warrants were 
iHuedour, he lefr his Commanders and Governours to uſe their difere- 

tion, _— in thoſe places- that were far from Court, who were 

not backward to-improve their Authority and Power. They well ug- 

derftood their Maſter's mind, and from one inftance others 

might take theaſures from all the reſt , when upon occafion of a com- 

plamt'® made to him of a miſerable outrage the Gentiles had commit- * wer. ibid, 
ted ipOn the Chriftians at Ceſarea, he rep What great noattes #s ut, #9 

if one Genrile-hend diſpetch ten Galilernr, This tnadd/it a hor ſeaſon, 

not= 
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notwithſtanding the general Indulgence among the poor Provincials, 

eſpecially in ſome Parts, where the Governours proceeded with all the 

cruelty which Men's Bodies or Eſtates were capable of, and with all 

manner of violence againſt their Churches, and the Rites of their Reli- 

gion. A particular account whereof I could eaſily give, but that it 
«7... Would require a Martyrology, rather than an incidental mention in 
». 125, 125. An Introduftion. Some few of the moſt conſiderable Theodorit ® has 
vid. c.16, 17, brought together, where the Reader may find them. Nay, not con- 
ths _ tent- to abuſe the Living, their Rage extended to the Dead. Amon 
Kms =P others, they dug up the Bones 2 of the Prophet Eljhas, and John the 
Nicepb. 1. 10. Baptiſt, (both buried at Samaria) which having mix'd'with the Bones 
Rafi p: 32- of Beaſts, they burnt to Aſhes, and then ſcatter'd the Aſhes before 
Co 28. þ.258, the Wind. 

X. FIFTHLY, he endeavour'd eſpecially to . diſcourage and 
weary out their Biſhops and Clergy. This had been an old trick, and 
vigorouſly attempted in all Ages by the great Enemy of Mankind ; 
*twas but for the Wolf to ects the Flock they had no need of a 
Shepherd, and his work was done. The Clergy have always been the 

eat Eye-ſore to Men of pernicious and atheiſtical Principles, whoſe 

eſperate Deligns they have ftrenuouſly oppos'd and countermin'd, 
and could never be broyght to be content, that the World ſhould be 
over-run with Atheiſm and Impiety, and a) pany rn moulded into any 
ſhape, and thereby betray the Souls committed totheir charge. This, 
whatever may be pretended, is the true ſource and original of all that 
_ and Malice they are encounter*'d with by Men of bad Minds, and 
of all thoſe hard Names and charaQers of Reproach to this day fix'd 
upon them by an ingrateful and degenerate World. Jobs preten- 
ded, ? the reaſon of his hard uſage of them, was, leſt they ſhould ftir 
up the people to Sedition, but in truth it was to be rid of them, that 
by their abſence the people might be deſtitute of all means of Inftru- 
Ction and Information, and the divine Efficacy and Obligation of the 
Sacraments, and be by degrees brought into 1gnorance of, or an un- 
concernedneſs for their own Religion, and then they were fit to receive 

any impreſſion ; take but away the Candle, and darkneſs will enſue ; 
Soz. ib, c.5. if the Shepherd be ſmitten, the Sheep will be ſcatter'd. To av 
= —_ this more effeftually, he firſt ſeiz'd their Incomes, and took away their 
C.Th. lib. 12. allowances of Corn ; next , he abrogated their Immuaities ; and 
Th. 1. 1. 52- whereas by the favour of former Princes they had been exempt from 
J, _ T7. being of the Curiales, he repeal'd theſe Laws, and made them liable 
to the burdens and offices of the Civil Courts, eſpecially where any 
of them had been ordain'd out of that Body : And when this would 
not do, he endeavour'd to remove and drive them away by fraud or 
force. At Antioch the Churches were ſhut Up, the Plate and Treaſures 
ſeiz?d into the Exchequer, and the Clergy forc'd to fly. So *twas at 
Cyz.icum, Where there was not the leaſt ſhadow of Sedition. At Bo- 

*502.ib.9.616. fra 4 he threaten'd T itws the Biſhop, that if any Mutiny happen'd, he 
& Ju Epi» would lay all the blame upon him and his Clergy ; and when the Bi- 
ſhop to clear himſelf ſent his Apology to Court, to aſſure him, that 
tho the Chriſtians were the far greater number, yet they liv'd peace- 

ably under his ConduQ,the Emperour wrote back to the Nag rms. 

a ſpiteful and diſingenuous repreſentation of the Biſbop's Letter, as 

if it had contai xl nothing but malicious and ſcurrilous refletions 


upon 
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upon them, exciting the Commonalty to expell him as a common 
Enemy and Calumniator out of the City. And in ſome places pro- 
ceeded to that extremity,” as to caſt them into Priſon, and expoſe theni 
to great pains and tortures. 

XI. SIXTHLY, he gave all manner of aſſiſtance and encou- 
ragement to the Jews, meerly 1n ſpite and GE to the Chriſtians : 
And herein we bave a notorious Inſtance how far Malice will ſtoop to 
ſerve its ends. FJuliax hated the Jews almoſt equally with the Chri- 
ſtians, and: yet when he found they were likely to be proper Inftru- 
ments to his purpoſe, he = tenderly of them, pitticd their miſe- 
rable and afflicted State, deſired their Prayers in his Perſian Wars, 
releas*d the Tribute put them upon, and preſs'd them to the rebuil- 
ding their Temple, re-edifying their Altar, and reſtoring their Sacri- 
fices, and the Solemnities of their Worſhip. In order whereunto he 
ſent them a Commiſſion, allow'd the charges of the Work out of his 
own Exchequer, and appointed Officers to ſuperintend it, and that 
the Governour of the Province ſhould aid and affift them in it. Two 
things eſpecially he wy unded to himſelf in this : Frirf, That by thus 
obliging the Fews, he lhould be the better able to bring them over to 
his own Religion ; or however that went, ſhould thruſt an incurable 
Thorn into the ſides of Chriſtians, He was not to be told what an 
inveterate and implacable Enmity the = bare to Chriſtians, and 
that being now back'd with the Royal Authority, they would not: 
only reproach and beſpatter, bnt oppreſs and trample upon them, and 
purſue them with the utmoſt violence of a fierce and ungovernable 
Leal. Secondly, He hop'd by reſtoring the Temple and legal Worſhip, 
to evidence to the World, that our Saviour was an Impoſtor and falſe 
Prophet, who had ſo expreſly foretold the final and irrevocable diſſo- 
lution of that Church and State. So the work was carried on with 
all poſſible briskneſs and aQtivity, and nothing was thought of bur 
Feats and Triumphs, when Heaven on a ſudden baffled the whole 
Enterprize, and many illuſtrious and miraculous Appearances of the 
Divine Vengeance forc'd the Workmen to ſit down, and give over in 
Deſpair ; and what the Emperour deſign'd as a way to ſuppreſs, be- 
came a means tv advance Chriſtianity, no inconſiderable number being 
hereby brought over to the Chriſtian Faith. Of all which particulars, 
an account is given at large in the Life of S. Cyril of Jeruſalem, 

XII. SEVENTHLY, heendeavour'd to _—_ and extin- 
guiſh all humane Learning amongſt the Chriſtians, well knowing how 
naturally Ignorance opens the way to Barbariſm and Impiety. To 
bring this about, he publiſh'd a Law, * that no Profeſſor of any Art or 
Science ſhould ſet up in any place, *till by long exerciſe he was fitted 
for it, and after mature deliberation, had gain'd the ——_— and 
decree of the Court of that City, with the conſent of the Optimares, 
and that this Decree ſhould be ſent firſt to him for his allowance. Next 
he forbad * Chriſtian School-Maſters to teach any Gentile-Learning, 
to inſtru and educate Children in their Arts, or to read their Books 
to them ; which his own Hiſtorian * more than once cenſures asa chur- 
liſh and cruel EdiQ, worthy to be cover'd with Eternal ſilence. By 
this means he deſign'd to let in Rudeneſs and Ignorance among the 
Chriſtians,and thereby diſpoſe them to any impreffions he might make 
upon them, to prevent the ERTTIY perverted by going ” _ 
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Chriſtian Schools, to render them of his own Party more able to diſ- 
pute with and baffle Chriſtians, at leaſt that Chriſtians might be leſs 
able to encounter them, and to diſcern their ſophiſtical Reaſon- 
ings, their falſe and fallacious Inſinuations, Left or came” (laid he*) 
we be ſhot through with our own Arrows, and they being furniſh'd with our 
Armour, make War upon u« with ozr own Weapons. He challeng'd ” the 
Learning and Writings of the Gexzzles as their own proper Goods, who 
alone embrac'd the Religion , and worſhip'd the Gods, which the 
treated of; that theſe were unneceſſary to Chriſtians, who were train'd 
up to an illiterate Clowniſhneſs, and the ſum of whoſe DoQtrine lay 
in T9 migdur, Believe, and "tis enough ; and that by this Prohibition 
he did but retrieve ſtollen Goods, and reſtore them to their right ow- 
ners. But beſides the folly of the attempt it ſelf, ſeeing *tho he might 
hinder them from ſpeaking elegantly and genteely, he could not hin- 
der them from ſpeaking truth, which was mighty, and would prevail 
and make its way, notwithſtanding all their Plots and Devices to the 
contrary ; beſides this, it did but whet on Naz#ianzex and the two 
Apollinares, who by their acute Poems, and elegant Orations, abun- 
dantly ſupply'd the defeCt of all Heathen Authors, as we have elſe- 
where obſerv'd. 

XII. EIGHTHLY, above all Men he highly honour'd, 
embrac'd, and rewarded Philoſophers, and thoſe who were likely 
moſt vigorouſly to oppoſe and refute Chriſtianity, It griev'd him to 
ſee the Chriſtian Faith ſo largely ſpread, fo firmly rooted, and ſo many 
excellent Books written, either in defence, or explication of it ; and 
he ſticks not to tell z us, he heartily wiſh*d all Writings that concern'd 
the Do&rine of the wicked Gablzans, were quite baniſh*d out of the 


World. But becauſe there were no hopes of that, he encourag'd all 
the Sophilts, Philoſophers, and Orators, that he could meet with, to 
t 


bend their Wits and Studies this way ; whom he reſetled in their own 
Countries and Poſſeſſions, allow*d them Penſions, and peculiar Privi- 
leges, and indeed whatever they could reaſonably defire or expe& from 
him. This filPd all Schools and Colleges, all Courts and Corners 
with Le&ures, InveCtives, and Declamations againſt Chriſtians. This 
made the philoſophiſing Trade go on apace,every one Ueſiring to com- 
ly with the Emperour's humour, though a great part of them had 
ittle more of the Philoſopher in them, beſides the Habit and the 
Cloak : This brought fo many of them to Court, that the Palace 
ſeem'd a kind of Academy, where all places were crowded with Phi- 
loſophers, Arsſpices, and Magicians ; Jawblicw, Libanins, Maximus, 
Ecebolius, Oribaſins, and great numbers more ; whom he took into his 
Boſom, aad made privy to his greateſt Intrigues, ſteer'd Aﬀairs by 
their Councils, and in their company ſpent his leaſure-hours, and in- 
deed was impatient at any time when' they were wanting. And 
theſe being the Men that were generally intruſted with the education 
of Youth, and who govern'd and direQed the Minds and Conſciences 
of the people, he was ſure of ſo many ſworn Enemies to Chriſtianity, 
who would not fail to lay out all their Talents and Abilities that way. 
And the truth is, if Wit, or Learning, or Eloquence, could have 
done it, he had certainly driven it out of the World. But the fooliſh. 
neſs of God is wiſer thaw Mex, and his weakneſs ſtronger than Men, who 
baffled all their tricks of Artifice and Subtlety , and made fooliſh the 
Wiſdom of this World, XIV, NINTH- 
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*XIV. NINTHLY, he tried by ſeveral ſecret and ſubtle Arti- 
-fices toenſnare unwary Chfiſtians into compliance with Pagan Super- 
ſtitions, that "having orice drawn "them in, he 'might either wholly 
bring” them over,” or, 'by the refleQtion upon what they had done, dit- 
quiet their Confciences, as the very report bf it might, undermine 
their Reputations. Of this; a few Inſtances ſhall ſuffice. He uſed to 
place the Images #'of the Hearhen Gods"next to, or behind his own 
Statues, that when the people came according to cuſtom to,do obey- 
ſance to the one, they 'might do it alſo t6 the other : Thoſe that did 
it, he perſuaded to venture a little farther ;" thoſe that diſcover'd, the 
Cheat, -and refus'd, he chargd with Treaſon, and proceeded againſt 
them as' Detinquents againſt the Laws and Cuſtoms of rhe'Empire. 
When the Soldiers cime at'the folemn times to receive their Dona- 
tive, the ancient uſage was at the ſame time to throw a picc of Fran- 
kincenſe into the Fire in honour of the Gods, which tho the Chriſtiags 
generally deteſted, yet ſortie few, ſurpriz'd thereinto by an inveterate 
cuſtom, did it. 'But being minded afterwards of what they had dong, 
ſuch an horrour 'ſeiz'd upon their Conſciences, that they run up and 
down -like mad Men, went to'the Emperour, and threw back their 
Donatives, publicly profeſſing themſelves Chriſtians, ang deſiring 
they might dye to-give teſtimony to their Religion. At other times 
he would dehile ® to s$ and Fountains with Gentile-Sacrifices, 
and ſprinkle all the Fleſh-meat, or whatſoever fort of Food was 
brouglttto Market, with 'hallowed Water offer'd to their Gods, that 
ſo they could/neither eatnor drink, but they muſt ſcem at leaſt to enter 
into a Partnerſhip with Tdolatry. The Chriſtians reſented it with a 
juſt indignation, tho'they knew Withall, S. Paa/ had long ſince deter- 
min'd this caſe. Upon this 6ccafion Juvenrinus and Maxim, two 
Officers in the Tmperial Guards, expreſs'd a vehement diſlike of the 
Emperour's a&ion, with a tart refle&tion upon his Apoſtacy., For 
which, being ſtimmon'd arid examin'd, they plainly told him, S:r, we 
have been educated tn the true Religion,and having ſubmitted to thoſe excel- 
lent Laws eſtabliſÞ?d by Conſtantine and his Olives, cannot but now 
bewail rhe Abomtnations which we ſee you caſt about in every place, while 
908 pollate both Meat and Drink with impure pur Sacrifices. Theſe are 
the things we tunent and complain of, both at home, and now again in your 
preſence , ani mourn under a4 the great bleniſh of your Raign. Julian, 
notwithſtanding all his Gravity and Philoſophical Attainments, was 
ſo netled at this Anſwer, that he could not paſs it over, but comman- 
ded them to be fitſt miſerably tortured, and then put ro death. Tho 
he would not have it thou bt that they ſuffer'd upon the account of 
Religion, but only fot their bold and petulant carriage to himſelf, _ _ - 

XV. HAVING thus view'd the methods by which Julia: 
ſought to extirpate Chriſtianity, we proceed to the Hiſtorical remain- 
der of his Reigh. Seveh or eight (Zopſimns by miſtake makes it ten) 

Months he ftay'd at Conſtantinople, when having ſetled Aﬀairs there, 
he conceiv'd it high timne to take care of the Eaſtern Borders of..the 
Empire: In order wheteunto he croſ&d the Helleſpont, and paſſing 
through Byrhizi4, came to Peſſini*, a City of Galatia, ſituate in the 
Confines of the Greaft# Phryzgia, where ſtood a very ancient Temple 

dedicated ty Rhea of Ceres, the Mother of all Heathen Deities, the 

Worſhip whereof he teft6r2d, ant created Callixexes Prieft, and _—_ 
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muſt it be charg'd upon t 
the Rack, and the great Church at Axtiochcommanded to be ſhut up. 


paid his Devotions to the Goddeſs , publiſh'd 4 an elegant Oration 
(the work but of one night) in honour of the Mother of the Gods; 
as about the ſame time at another night he drew up a ſmart InveQive 
_ an illiterate Philoſopher, who pretending himſelf a Cynic, and 
of Diogenes his Tribe, did yet condemn the ſtri& and ſevere Princi- 
ples of that Inſtitution by a looſe and vicious Life. Thence he paſs'd 
the Pylz, and through C:licia, and came to Antioch, where he arriv*d 
about the latter end of July, Anz. CCCLXII. He found the City 
almoſt wholly Chriſtian , and the Pagan Rites generally negleQed. 
He went into the famous Temple © of Apollo in the Daphre, on its great 
annual Feſtival, where inſtead of great Crowds and magniticent Ob- 
lations, which heexpeCted , he found neither the one nor the other , 
whereat he wondred, thinking the People ſtaid without , and waited 
his leave to come in : But the Prieſt told him , the City had provided 
no manner of Sacrifices, and that he had only there one poor Gooſe, 
which he had brought from home, to make an Offering to the God. 
The Emperour was highly offended , and expoſtulated ſharply with 
the Senate , that in ſuch a City there ſhould be found ſo much Irreve- 
rence to the Gods , beyond what was to be met with in the moſt bar- 
barous Corner of the Empire ; and that being ſo rich , they ſhould ' 
not afford one little Bird for ſacrifice, when every Ward might have 
brought an Oxe , much more the whole City joyn'd together ; that 
they ſpar'd no coſt in their private Feaſts and Entertainments, while 
they gave not a penny to any public or private Sacrifice , but ſuffered 
their Wives. to enrich the Gali/eans, and throw away their Eſtates 
upon their Poor ; there was none of them but would celebrate their 
own Birth-days with all imaginable pomp and plenty , when they 


would not beſtow a little Oyl for the Lamps , not a piece of Frankin- 
cenſe, nor the ſmalleſt Oblation upon the Solemanities of the Gods, 
He intended f it ſeems to conſult this Oracle about the Succeſs of his 
Afﬀairs, but by its own confeſſion found it was 7 OT in thoſe 


matters by Babylas his Grave that was near it, and who had ſometimes 
been Biſhop. of that place. He caus'd the Chriſtians therefore to 
remove his Bones , which they did in a truumphant manner , and ſoon 
after , viz. October xx1j. that famous Temple was burnt to the ground, 
And though *twas highly probable it was fired by Lightning, yet 

e Chriſtians, many of whom were put to 


But the ſtory hereof we have more fully related in another place. I 
ſhall here only add, *® that St. Baby/as his Bones being tranſlated from 
the Daphne, the Oracle there, and in other places, recovered its 
ſpeech , and gave forth its Anſwers ; God permitting the Gentiles to 
be enſnared in their own errours, and what they accounted the ho- 
nour of their Religion , through the falſeneſs and vanity of their Pre- 
ditions, turn'd to their diſgrace. A great Inſtance whereof hap*ned 
about this time. The Emperour's Uncle lay ſick of a moſt miſerable 
and incurable Diſtemper; all the Oracles were conſulted about his 
Life , which all with one Mouth pronounc'd , that he ſhould recover. 
The Anſwers were taken and brought in writing, and while they were 

reading them to him , that very minute he died, 
XVI. BUT that which further rais'd Juliar's ſpleen againſt the 
Men of Antioch was this : The mighty Train he had brought along 
with 
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with him was w_ enough to cauſe a ſcarcity , and he out of a vain 
a 


affeRation of Popularity ® cried down the price of all vendible Com- 
modities below what they could be afforded at. Hereupon the Tra- 
ders withdrew , and brought nothing to Market, and ſo a teal Fa- 
mine enſued. This put the people into a Mutiny ,* who charg'd the 
fault upon the Emperour , and according to the humour of that place 
pelted him with ſatyrical RefleCtions, eſpecially playing upon his long 
rough and ill-ſhap'd Beard ; for which they call'd him a Goat, and 
uſually ſaid , *twas good for nothing but to be ſhav*d off, and to make 
Ropes of it. And whereas out of his 1mmoderate vein of ſuper- 
ſition , he did not only offer up daily ſacrifices , but had caus'd a Bull 
ſtanding before the Altar to be __ upon the Reverſe of his Coins, 
it ſignified (they ſaid) how much he had tols'd and overturn'd the 
World. Jalan was ſufficiently ſenſible of the Afront, and at firſt 
vow?'d Revenge, and that he would leave their City, and remove to 
Tarſus. But he ſoon alter'd his Reſolution , and chole rather to repay 
them in their own coin, telling them, i he would by no means have 
his Beard made into Ropes, leſt the roughneſs of it ſhould offend 
their tender and delicate hands , reflefting upon their nice and effe- 
minate manners. And indeed he abundantly reveng'd himſelf upon 
them by a tart Satyr , which he called Miſopogon ,. or the Beard-hater, 
wherein beſides ſome hiſtorical paſſages of note and value , he does 
very farcaſtically, and in an ironical way , expoſe the Vices of that 
People , eſpecially charging them with Luxury and Intemperance, 
Softneſs and Efteminacy , that they did little but ſpend their time in 
Sports , and the Entertainments of the Theater , with Apoſtacy from 
the Religion of their Anceſtors , and an over-fond Reverence for Ch4 
and Kappa, that is, Chriſ® and Conſtantive, and with an ill-order*d 
Magiſtracy , that negletted the public Weal, and complied with the 


Rich and Covetous, tothe oppreſſion of the common people. Winter 


being over, he departed with his Army from Antioch the firſt of 
March, and at his going out, to let them underftand how much he 
reſented the Afﬀronts they had put upon him, told them , by a fatal 
prognoſtication, that he would never ſee them more : And the * ſtory 
1s commonly known, that when J«lia» march*d out with a great 
pompand train , and had ſpoken big words of what he would do to 
the Chriſtians at his return , Libanins, to add the greater ſcorn and 
reproach to them , ask*d a Chriſtian School-man of his acquaintance 
at Antioch , what the Carpenter's Son was now doing ? meaning our ever 
bleſſed Saviour. The Man replied with tartneſs enough , he's making 
a Coffin for your Maſter Julian. But to proceed : The Emperour march- 
ing on paſs*'d by Edeſſa, which he would not enter, becauſe ſo popu- 
louſly inhabited by Chriſtians , (though Zozimws ſays the People of 
that place came generally out to meet him , preſented him with a 
Crown, and courteouſly invited him into the City, which he accepted 
of and went accordingly ; ) and on the xviiith of April came to Carre 
a City of Meſopotamia , where he entred ! into a Pagan Temple, and 
performed many ſecret and execrable Rites, which being finiſh*d, he 
leaPd up the doors, and ſet a Guard upon them , giving order, that 
none ſhould open them till his return. But being broken open, upon 
the News of his Death, there was found a Woman hanging by the 
Hair of her Head , her Handsextended , and her Belly riptup, that 
4 pr &- 
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a preſage of future ſucceſs might be made by the inſpe&ion of her 


Liver. - And the like it ſeems he had. done at 4ztioch , where; many 


' Cheſts were found in the. Pallace filled with, dead Mens. Skulls ,. and 


ſeveral dead Bodies bid 1n Wells, no doubt the unhappy: Engins and 


Monuments of his diabolical Divinations , (it the Story be not mage 
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worle, than perhaps it was.) 

XVII. LIT was about the midſt of Summer when, they came 
within ſight of the Perſian Army , where after ſeveral Skirmiſhes he 
was within a hopeful proſpe&t of a final Vifory , (the Perſian Atfairs 


being brought. to that low ebb , that Embaſſadors ® were appointed , 


and Preſents prepar'd , which were to. be ſent, next day, to bega 


Treaty in order to Peace,) when venturing too, far ® in the purſuit, he 
was ona ſudden ſtruck with a Horleman's Lance, which grazing upon 
his Arm , paſs in at his fide, and went to the very lower lap or fillet 
of the Liver , with which as being two-edg'd he cut his Fingers while 
he ſtrove to pull it out, and fainting with loſs of | ſpirits ſunk down 
upon his. Horſe's neck. There went a;Report, ©. that finding himſelf 
mortally wounded, he took a handfull of -his. Blood , and throwing it 
up intothe Air , cried out , Galilean , thou, haſt got thebetter ! Though 


others conceiv?d he did it in contempt of the Sun , for-having afliſted 
the Perſians more than him , eſpecially the Sun having been the pre- 


dominant Planet that govern'd his Nativity. Weare told by an Au- 
thor » of good credit, that being laid down for a while upon the 
Bank of a River , he had perſwaded ſome of his moſt inward:Confi- 
dents ſecretly to convey him into, and drown him in the River , that 
ſo the ſuddenneſs of his diſappearing might take off the ignominy of 
his Death, and give him (as it had done ſome others io the likecafes) 
the Reputation of a Deity. And the Plot had been accompliſh'd , 
had not ſome of the Imperial Eunuchs diſcovered and prevented it. 
But of this there are no 1ntimations in any other Writer. However 
*tis certain ſome Deſigns were laid that way, to create in the peoples 
minds a Belief of his Divinity. For Libaniue 3 tells us, that the Meſ- 
ſengers that brought the firſt News of his being lain, were almoſt 
ſton'd to death, tor bringing up a {landerous and lying Report con- 
cerning a Perſon who was ſuppoſed to be a God, and conſequently 
immortal. His wounds being perceiv*d to be dangerous , he was laid 
upon a Target, and carried into his Tent, where he died at Midnight, 
Various were the Reports * that went about how he came by his dgaths- 
wound : Some {ay , *twas given by an Angel ; Ca{;#«s, an Officer 
of his Guards, and who wrote his Atts in an Heroic Poem , that 
*twas done by a Deo : Some ſay,*twas a revolted Perſiax that did it; 
others,a Saracen; others,a Jeſter,that uſed to go freely up and down the 
Army ; and ſome, that *twas one of his own Soldiers,out of revenge, that 
he had unadyiſedly brought the Army into ſo great diſtreſs and dan- 
ger. Libanius does not only affirm , © that he was killd by fraud and 
treachery , but without any other warrant than his own preſumption, 
confidently charges *it upon the Chriſtians, who took this oppor- 
tunity (he fays) to be reveng'd of him, and to rid him out of the 
world ; and lupports his conjeQture with no. wiſer and ſtronger a 
probability , than than none of the Perſiazs would confeſs who did it, 
no not, though the King proclaimed a great Reward to the perſon who 
ſhould appear to demand and challenge it. But Ammianue* Marcel- 
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linw , a more grave and ſober Writer, and preſent at the Fight, ſays, 


—_— 


was uncertain who did it ; and Eutropizs, ” a Pagan too, andat *£b. 10. 
that time upon the ſpot , that *rwas done hoſfils manu , by the hand of PF 133: 


the Enemy. Among the various extraordinary paſſages relating to 


his Death, that reported by Sozomen * muſt not be omitted ; who tells =zis. 6: c. 2; 
us, that a certain intimate Acquaintance of S_ tollowing after #537 


him in his Perſian Expedition, came to a place, where finding no 
convenient Inn to entertain him, he lodg'd that = in the Church, 
and in his fleep he had a Viſion, wherein he beheld ſeveral Apoſtles 
and Prophets, who aſſembling themſelves into one company ; began 
to complain of the extream Injuries the Emperour did to the Church, 
and to adviſe what was to be done in that caſe. The Conſult was long, 
and when: they could come to no concluſion , two of the company 
roſe up, and bad the reſt be of good cheer , and as reſolving to put a 
ſudden period to J«lian's Life and Reign, immediately departed the 
aſſembly. The Man hereupon was afraid, and reſolv'd to go no 
farther, but there to await the Iſſue of things. The next nighttaking 
his reſt ja the ſame place, he beheld the very ſame Convention , 
whereinto the twoperſons, who the night before had gone out againſt 
Julian , ſuddenly return'd from their Expedition, and gave an ac- 
count to the company of his being ſlain; as the very ſame day his 
Death was proclaim'd by Horſemen in the Air to Didymus at Alexan- 
aris, And whgn Juliany the Monk, whom the Syrians calld Sabba, 
or The Aged, ind who had his Cell on the Ezſterz Bank of the River 
Euphrates, in the Province of Ofroenxa, had heard of the great ſeve- 
rities wherewith the Emperour had threat*ned the Chriſtians , he 
applied himſelf with continual tears and prayers to Heaven , when 
on a ſudden he ſtarted up, wip'd his Eyes, andput on a moſt pleas'd 
and chearful look. Thoſe that were near him were ſrrpeintd, at it, 
and ask'd the reaſon of ſo ſudden a change ? He told them, that the 
Wild-Boar that had waſted the Lord's Vineyard had now paid for all 
the Injuries he had done to it, that he lay dead upon the ground , 
incapable of doing it any farther harm. Whereat they all roſe up, 
and ſang a gratulatory Hymn to God. And ſoon after they under- 
ſtood , that the very ſame day and hour Ju/iaz had been ſlain in the 
Battel. Toall which let me add what Zygnaras : relates on this occa- 
ſion, that a certain Judge at Atioch, and hetooa Gentile, watching 
all night at the Preroriams, ſaw an unuſual Conſtellation in the Hea- 
vens, the Stars forming themſelves into theſe words, Zyuceyy 6» Tepoit 
Ivaiaves evaperay, This day is Julian flain inPerſia, Which accordingly 
prov'd true, and became the means of the Man's converſion to the 
Chriſtian Faith.He died Fuze xxvi. Azu.CCCLAUL in theThirty ſecond 
Year of his Age, when he had reigned not full two Years. 
truly of w- Virtues , prudent, conſiderative, impartial , ſtrictly 
juſt, chaſt, and temperate, patient of hardſhip, unwearied in his 

bours, valorous in hisattempts, even to raſhnels and precipitancy. 
He had a quick Wit, but too much inclin'd to Seryrifes, a nimble 
Apprehenſion, and Learning beyond moſt Princes ; but with all, was 
a paſſionate atfeQeer of praiſe and popularity , one that lov'd to talk 
much, and not ſeldom vain-gloriouſly enough in his own commen- 
dation. He was, even in the CharaCter of his own Writers , ſuper- 
ſtitious rather than religious, an immoderate lover of the Rites, 
Cere- 
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Ceremonies, and Ufages of Paganiſm , which he reviv'd, and de- 
fended both with his Sword and Pen, and in the Exerciſe whereof he 
ſpent no inconſiderable portions of his time , and profeſs'd himſelf an 
hearty Enemy to all that oppos'd them. In ſhort , to give him his 
due , had not his Memory been ſtain'd with an Apoſtacy trom the belt 
Religion that ever was, and ſo bitter and incurable a Spleen againſt the 
Chriſtians, he might have paſs'd for one of the beſt Princes that ever 
manag'd the Roman Empire. 

XVIII. BUT his Death hap'ned opportunely to the poor Chri- 
ſtians, *twas TAnyw x9g4e wrlws, x Tali md 440 uw owner, a truly ſealo- 
nable wound, ſays Nazianzen, that reſtored health and ſafety to the 
Chriſtian World , who otherwiſe were ſure to have felt (and *twas 
but what he had threat*ned) the utmoſt effe&ts of his ſeverity and 
diſpleaſure , had he return'd victorious from the Perſian Expedition. 
And the truth is, had his Reign been extended to any great number 
of years, he would have mightily diſtreſt Chriſtianity, and have re- 
duc'd it perhaps to a lower ebb , than ever it had been at in the times 
of any of his moſt fierce and violent Predeceſſors. No body there- 
fore can blame them; if they entertain'd the News of his Death with 
joy and triumph ; the Churches were filled with Hymns and Thank(\- 
givings, their Houſes. with Feaſts and Merriments, and the very 
"Theaters chanted out the Glories of the Croſs, and derided the Va- 
nity of the Heathen Oracles : And at Antioch, the People inſulted 
over Maximus, the great Philoſopher and Magician, that had blown up 
Julian into all this Folly and Cruelty , and unanimouſly cried out, 
What's now become, O thou fooliſh Maximus ! of all thy Oracles and Divis 
nations ? God and his Chriſt have overcome. IT conclude this ſhort , but 
famous Period , with the Words of Nazianzez in his ſecond InveQive 
againſt Julian, publiſh'd not long after his death,which when he had at 
large difcours'd of,** Thele (ays he ©) are the accounts that are given by 
« us poor contemptible Galz/eans, who worſhip a crucified Saviour, and 
© profeſs our ſelves' the Diſciples and Followers of Fiſhermen , and 
« illiterate Tradeſmen, as they are pleas'd to phraſe it. Theſeare 
*the things which weſit down and ſing in the company of our old 
* Women; wethat have half ſtarv'd our ſelves with long faſting and 
& abſtinence ; that watch it ſeems to little purpoſe, and play the fool 
« in our Night-devotions; and yet have made-ſhift to lay you flat 
&« upon your back. Whereare now your Grammarians and Orators ? 
&« where are your Privy-councillors , (that I may begin my Foy, 
«in the words of one of our unlearned and deſpiſed Party ? ) what 
« are become of your Sacrifices, your Rites and Myſteries ? where are 
« your public. and your ſecret Victims ? where are your Arts of In- 
« tpecting Entrails, ſo much talk'd of ? your prognoſtic Divi- 
« nations , and Spirits that gave Anſwers out of ts Belly ? what's 
&* become of the great Babylon you ſpake ſo much of, and the whole 
«World , which by the promiſe of a few execrable ſacrificial Div:- 
* nations , you had devour'd and conquer'd ? where are the Perſians, 
« 2nd the Medes , -which you had already in your hands ? where are 
* thoſe Gods that kd you on, and yet were forc'd to be carried before 
« you, that fought both before, and together with you ? where are 
« the Oracles, that denounc'd ſuch heavy things againſt the Chri- 
* ſtians, and fixt the time of our utter deſtruQtion , even to the 
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very Name onof the Warld ? They are all vaniftt'd , 
rnd re doh to be Lies and Falſhoods , and rhe Bvafts and Vaun- 
Eg are fied ; and have diſtppear'd like the ſha- 
—_ ew hopof a Dream. 
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diatory Sports , or to be forc'd to guard the Heathen Temples, The 
vanity of « Prediftioa. of the Gentiles , that the Chriſtian Religion 
ſhould laſt: but CCCLXV. Tears. All divinatory Conſultations ſeverely 
prohibited in the Eaſtern Parts. A magical Tripos made by the Gen- 
tiles for enquiring after Valens his Succeſſor , and the manner of con- 
ſulting it : Theodorus, 4 Gentile, intimated to be the Perſon, Theſe 
Tranſattions diſcovered to Valens , who puts to death all Perſons con- 
cern'd in the Conſpiracy. A ſevere Proceſs againſt all Philoſophers and 
Magicians, Maximus , Tatoy to Julian, beheaded wpon this occaſion. 
Great rigour #us'd towards all whoſe Names began with THEOD, and 
yet Theodoſius eſcap'd , and was his Succeſſor. - Books of Magic ordered 
tobe burnt. St. Chryſoſtom in danger upon that account. Smart Pro« 
ceedings againſt the Gentiles in the >, but moderated by the Inter- 
ceſſion of the Seyate, Privileges granted to the Provincial Prieſts. 
The Saracens , whey and how converted to the Chriſtian Faith, Aria- 
niſm , how it crept in among the Goths. Their Letters invented; and 
the Bible tranſlated into that Language by Ulphilas their Biſhop. Valens 
his Rage againſt the Catholicks mitigated by an Oration which Themi- 
ſtius the Philoſopher made to him to that purpoſe. 


PON Fulier's death , Jovian (or, as ſome 
call him, Jovinian) was by the Suffrage of 
the Army ſaluted Emperour. He was 
Primicerius of the Domeſtical Protettors , 
or Captain General of the Imperial 
Guards, a firm and reſolv*d Chriſtian , 
in ſo much that when J«/ax publiſh'd an 

 Edi&, that the Army ſhould either facri- 
fice or disband, he preſently offered tolay 

| down his Arms ; but the Emperour knew 
him to be too conſiderable a Perſon , to be eaſily parted with, and 
therefore continued him in his Command. Upon the ſhouts and 
acclamations of the Soldiers he bluntly told them , That he for his 
part was a Chriftian , and could not take upon him the Command of 
thoſe Men, or the Condutt of that Army , that had been trained up 
in the impious Principles of the deceaſed Emperour ; nor could he 
expe any Succeſs from their Arms, who being deſtitute of the divine 

Blefſing and ProteQtion , muſt needs become a Prey and Derilion to 

their Enemies. To this they almoſt unanimouſly replied , © Make 

* no ſcruple, . Sir, to venture upon the Empire, nor let the Impiety 

« of our Principles be an Argument with you to decline it. For you 

« will reign over Chriſtians, Men inſtructed in the Laws of Piety : 

« Thoſe of us that areeldeſt, were b_ up under the Inſtitution 

« 2nd Diſcipline of Conſtantixe ; thoſe that are next, under the In- 

« ftruftions of Conſtantizs ; and for the late Emperour, his Reign was 

«ſo ſhort, that it was not capable of making any deep Impreſſion 

«© gpon the Minds of Men. Upon this afſurance, he took the Govern- 

ment upon, him, and made Peace with the Perſiavs upon the beſt 

Terms that thoſe evil Circumſtances they were under could admit. 

The trouble which the Gezr//es conceiv'd for the Death of Julian was 

doubled upon them by the Ele&tion of Jowian , whoſe Zeal tor Chrifti- 

anity they were too well aſlur'd of, and therefore in all pros — 
ac” 
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duc'd 4 and expos'd him by Lampoons and Paſquils, elpecially at Antioch, 
where they ſcattered Libels in the ſtreets, and affixt them at every 
corner, and the very old Women broke ſcurrilous Jelts upon him ; 
and the rather perhaps to cry quits with the Chriſtians , who had not 
long before dealt ſo by Julian. As indeed petulancy and a farcaſtic 

Wit were the peculiar humour of that Place. 
II. HE began his Reign, as became a wile and good Prince, with 
the Care of Religion. Warn'd with the unhappy Fate of his Pre: 
deceſſor , he wrote * immediately to the Governours of Provinces:to 
open the Churches, and diligently attend the Solemnities of Divine 
Worſhip, and let the Subjects know , that the Chriſtian Religion 
was the only true way of Worſhip. He reſtor'd to the ſeveral 
Churches the Gifts and Revenues, and to the Clergy , and thoſe who 
lived within the verge of it, the Privileges and Immunities which 
Julian had taken from them , particularly he reftor'd the Corn-Caponz 
(as they calPd it) the muy Allowance of Corn , which Conſtantine 
the Great had ſettled upon the Church , and which the late Emperour 
had aboliſh'd. But becauſe a great Dearth rag'd at that time, he was 
forc'd for the preſent to cut off two thirds of that Tribute, promiſing 
to reſtore it intire as ſoon as the Famine was over, and would no 
doubt have made good his word, had God ſpar'd his Life. He alſo 
trecall'd all thoſe , both eccleſiaſtic and ſecular Perſons ; that in the 
late times had been baniſh'd for their Religion. The Pagan Temples 
he commanded to be ſhut up, and the public Sacrifices to be taken 
away ; whereupon the Prieſts crept into Corners, and the very Phi- 
loſophers were ſo frighted that-they laid afide the Palliam , and ha- 
bited themſelves according to the common Garb. Bur this I con- 
ceive they did more out of fear of the Chriſtians upon this great 
Turn of Afﬀairs, than any poſitive Conſtitution of the Emperour to 
that purpoſe. For where-ever hecame, he kindly receiv*'d, and ho- 
nourably- entertain'd the Philoſophers, and by an EdiCt* gave every 
man leave to ſerve God in his own way, which I underſtand not of the 
public but private Exerciſe of Religion. By this time he was entred 
upon his Conſulſhip, and being arriv'd at Azcyra in Galatia, was met 
by Themiſtius the Philoſopher , with ſome others of the Senatorian 
Order , where Themiſtius in an elegant Oration ® congratulated him 
for his new Honour and Dignity , and at large gives him his juſt com- 
mendation, eſpecially for his compaſſion to the afflicted and baniſhed, 
and his admirable care of Religion, his great Indulgence towards all, 
in leaving every one to the freedom of his own choice, and herein 
imitating God, who having planted in Mens Minds a natural Inclina- 
tion to Religion, has left every Man free to chuſe that way and means 
wherein he may beſt expreſs it : Pririces might compel to the outward 
AQt, but the Mind was above all Warrants or Threat'nings ; Force 
may make Men Hypocrites , but not Religious ; and to worſhip the 
Imperial Purple, not the Deity. Thence that unſteadineſs and in- 
c—— that is in ſuch Mens profeſſion, for the force being taken off; 
they fluctuate to this or that, and change their Religion oft*ner than 
Exuripzs Ebbs and Flows. An Argument, which be there manages 
with all the advantages of a ſmooth, plauſible, and rhetorical Infi- 
nuation. And 'twas an Argument the Gerziles * much inſiſted on in 
in thoſe days. They were under hatches, and now all the Cry is for 
H 2 Gentle- 


Suid. in F. 
"Lofreyb;, ubt 
plura exempla 
dantur. 


e $92, tb. Theod. 
tb. £.4. Philoſ. 
1.3. Cs Js. p-5 12s 


* Vid. Themil#: 
Orat, X11, pag. 
278. 


$Orat. ſupr: cit: 


birid.etiam Lt- 
ban. Orat. de 
Templ. þ 19. 
Or. in Fulian. 
nec pe 299% 


An INTRODUCTI1ON. 


= Th. lib. 9. 
Tit. X XY. I. 2+ 
P. 197. S0R. 
L. 6. £.3$-640. 


k Socr. 1.4. C1. 
p 210, $02. 
. 6. £.6.þ-644. 
Theod.1.4. c. 6. 
P- 156. Philos, 
tb.c. $. p 


1502. ubi ſupr. 
Theod.1.3.£.16s 
P.1 38, 


Gentleneſs and Moderation, and leaving Men to the Diftates of their 
own Conſciences , which might be perſwaded, but could never be 
compelld ; that Force in this caſe was as unreaſonable, as *twas in- 
ſignificant , the effe& whereof might be ovayenpia m4 weretin3s, & 
puerrelgeo's Ins, (as Libanims argues) a painted and hypocritical Con- 
verſion , not a real change of —_— and Principles. But whatever 
m_ be ſaid for the thing it ſelf, they forgot when this would not 
p s with themſelves for currant Doctrine, and how miſerably in 
ormer times they had treated the poor Chriſtians, whom they had 
not only tempted to Apoſtacy by promiſes and perſwaſions, but had 
endeavoured to force them to abandon their Religion by all the Me- 
thods of the moſt barbarous and mercileſs Severities. But this only by 
the by. Belides this , the Emperour put out a Law i to make it Ca- 
pital for any to raviſh, or but to atrempt to marry the conſecrated 
Virgins, (which we now call N#zs) occaſioned by the looſeneſs and 
iniquity of the hte times, wherein many had either been by flatt 
courted into Marriages, or by force had been compelF'd to lewd 
Embraces. This Law is dated Febraary xix. CCCLXIV. and 
himſelf furvived not long after, dying at Dadaftana, a Village in 
the Confines of Galatia and Bithynia, of poiſonous Muſhrooms , 
whereof ſome ſay he had plentifully ſupp'd ; more probably he was 
choak*d with the ſmoke of Coals ; or, as others, with the damp of 
a new plaiſter'd Chamber , and perhaps both cencurred to give him 
his death. However *twas, he was found dead in his Bed , after he 
had reign'd not full eight months. A valuable Prince , whoſe Reign 
*tis like , had it been longer , would have rend*red the Condition both 
of Church and State very happy and proſperous. 

INT, THE Army march'dto Nice:,where a Council of Officers being 
call'd, in order to the Ele&ion of a new Emperour, they unanimouſly 
pitch*d upon Yalentinian, Tribune of the 24 Schbole of the Salarii, whom 
they had left behind themat Azcyrs. A Man he was of great ſpirit and 
courage, and had ſuffered deep for his Religion. Being under Juliap, 
he was bound by virtue of his Place to attend! the Emperour when 
he went to offer Sacrifice in the Temple , where the Prieſts ſtood ready 
at the door , with Branches in their hands (as the cuſtom was) to 
ſprinkle Holy-water upon thoſe that ent'red in, ſome few drops where- 
of fell upon YValentinian , who (vext to be defiled with their idola- 
trous Rites) ſtruck the Prieſt a Box on the Ear in the Emperour's 

eſence, and tearing off that part of his Garment whereon the water 

d fallen, threw it away with ſcorn and indignation. J«lian was en- 
rag'd to ſee his Religion affronted to his Face , but diſſembled his 

{ffion , and not willing to give him the honour of Martyrdom, found 

ault with him for negligence in his Office, and turn'd him out, and 
baniſh'd him, ſome ſay, to Melitiza, a deſolate Town in Armenia ; 
or, as others affirm, to Thebais in Egypt , whence he return'd in the 
beginning of Jovie,s - Reign. Mellengers were immediately dif- 
patch'd to Ancyra, tocarry him the welcome News , and conduct him 
to Nice, where the Soldiers fetting him upon a Shield, ſhew*d him 
openly , and proclaim'd him Emperour , but withall requir'd that he 
would take to him a Partner in the Empire, and the noiſe was lowd 
and clamorous , whereupon beckoning with his hand to make ſilence, 


ke replied, with a Reſolution that became a Prince, *Twas in your 
power , 
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mer. Gentlemen , 10 make me Emperour , but being ſo , "tv not youre, 
qu pert to command : Submiſſiow is your Duty 43 Subjetts , minie 4s Em- 
perour , t0 take care of the Commonwealth. An. Anſwer, that firuck 
them dumb ; however within a month he afſum*'d his Brother YValens 


—_Y 


to be his Collegue in the Empire, to whom he allotted - the Exfern 


Parts, having teſerv'd the Wefters to himſelf. 

IV. TO render their Government , at their firſt ſetting out, 
more grateful and acceptable to the People , they endeavoured to ob- 
lige all Parties by a general Toleration, enatting =, That every one 
might worſhip God according to the Rites of that Religion wherein 
he had been educated ; that no Man ſhould be compel['d to this or that 
way of Worſhip , nor SubjeQts be forc'd to profeſs the fame Religion 
with their Prince , but all be left to a free and unconftrain'd choice. 
An A@, for which they are ſufficiently cried up by Pagan-Writers. 
The Heathens were not to be taught what uſe tro make of this Indul- 
gence, which they wound upto the higheſt peg, ſo that not con- 
rent * with the private exerciſe of their Superſtition, in many places 
they ſet it up publickly, ſolemniz'd their accuſtomed Feſtivals, cele- 
brated their impious Myſteries, and made their wild and ——_— 
Proceffions through the open ſtreets. This general Liberty the Em- 
perours by degrees _ to reſtrain ; by a Law ® publiſh'd this firſt 
year of their Reign, they ſeiz'd the Farms and Revenues belonging 
to the Heathen Temples, taken away by Conſtantine and his Sons, and 
either given or ſold to private perſons, but reſum'd and reſtor'd by 
Julian , which they now annext as an additional Reveriue to their own 
private Patrimony. By another ?, they forbad all Night-ſacrifices, 
Charms, and Magic-Divinations, theſe being accounted moſt ma- 
lignant and dangerous, and the Night fitteſt to cover ſuch black and 
helliſh Rites. But upon a Repreſentation made by Pretextatus , Pro- 
conſul of Greece , how intolerable this Conſtitution would be to that 
people, if it took away their ſacred Myſteries , ſo univerſally enter- 
tain'd and reverenc'd by all Mankind , A4chaia had the favour to be 
exempt from it, provided they a&ed nothing herein but what was 
agreeable to the ancient Uſages of their own Country. They took 
care 1 that no Chriſtian , upon pretence of any Crime whatſoever , 
ſhould be condemn'd to the gladiatory Sports ; as beirtg diſhonourable 
to the Chriſtian Name ; as whereas the Geztile Terniples were fair 
to be guarded by Soldiers, to defend them from the affaults of Chri- 
ſtians, who could not well brook tlie Liberty lately indulg'd them , 
where-ever they had power and opportunity ( as they now had 
at Rome , the elder Symmachis, 4 zealous Pagan, being Provoſt of 
that City) they forc'd Chriſtians upofi that Service : Which being 
complain'd of, Valentinian commanded *, That no Judge or Officer 


ſhould preſume to do it , upon pain of the loſs both of Eſtate and 


Life. Both theſe Laws are direQted to Symmachw, and bear Date 
Ann, CCCLXV: By theſe proceedings the Gerriles perceiv'd the 
vanity of their own Predi&ions; for finding that Chriſtianity © had 
gain'd ground under the fierceſt perſecutions, arid that cher own 
Religion ſunk and declin'd apace, to keep up the ſpirits of their Party, 
they produc'd a Prophecy , pretended to have beert diQated by one 
of the Oracles of Greece , wherein they declar'd , that though Chriſt 
himſelf was no Magician , yet that St. Perer had procur'd by Art 

| Magic , 
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Magic, that the Chriſtian Religion ſhould laſt CCCLXV. Years , 
and then immediately vaniſh out of the World. This Period was 
now run out , and St. Avg»ſtin, who wrote ſeveral years after, does 
ſufficiently deride and expole their folly , the Event having ſo palpa- 
bly confuted their Prediction. | hv 

V. BUT the inſolent Carriage of the Gentiles was not galily taken 
down, they improv*d the public Toleration , and ſeeing YValens hear- 
tily eſpouſing the Arian Cauſe, and ſpending the main of his ſeverity 
upon the Catholicks , began every day to grow more bold and impu- 
dent , *till he was forc*'d to make it Capital for any , either in public 
or private, either by night or day, to exerciſe any Art of Divina- 
tion , or to conſult them that did ſo. The occaſion of this Law was 
this : Several of the moſt eminent Philoſophers * of that time were 
inwardly griev'd at the flouriſhing ſtate of Chriſtianity , they grew 
weary of Yalens his Government, and long'd for another Emperour 
of their own Religion. And that this a. might have both greater 
encouragement and reputation , they ſecretly confederated with ſome 
Great Perſonsat Court, and Officers in the Army , and tried by all 
methods of Divination, to know who was likely to ſucceed YValens 
in the Empire. Art laſt a Tripos made of Lawrel was artificially pre- 

rd , and conſecrated with certain Magic Charms and Invocations, 
it was plac'd in the middle of a Room perfum'd with A4rab/az Spices, 
the Tharger upon which *twas ſet had upon its utmoſt brim the xxiv. 
Letters of the Alphabet neatly engrav'd, and ſet at due diſtances from 
each other. Then a Perſon clad in Linnen Veſtments came in with 
Lawrel Branches in his hand, and after ſome Charms performed , 
ſhak'd a Magical Ring hanging at a Curtain about the edge of the 
Charger, *cill by jumping up and down it fell upon ſuch or ſuch 
Letters of the Alphabet , where it ſeem'd to ſtay, the Prieſt there- 
upon compoſing certain Heroic Verſes in anſwer to the Interrogatories 
that had been put. The Letters which the Ring pointed out in this 
cale were theſs four , ©. E. O. A. which being put together compos'd 
theſe two ſyllables ZT HEO D; whereupon one that ſtood by pre- 
ſently cried out , that the Oracle plainly intended Theodor , who was 
indeed a Man of Birth and Quality, and famous far his Learning , 
Wiſdom , Modeſty, and Humanity , but a Gezzz/e, and one who they 
all paſſionately defir*d might be promoted to the Empire. But it was 
not long before the whole Conſpiracy was diſcovered to the Empe- 
rour, who divided between aſtoniſhment and anger commanded the 
buſineſs to be brought under a thorough ſcrutiny and examination. 
Theodorus was beheaded , the Maker of the Tripos burnt alive, and 
all thereſt that were any ways concern'd in the fatal Conlult exquiſitlys 
tortur?d, and then put to death , whoſe arraignments, racks, and 
ſevere uſages, may be read at large in Anmmrianus Marcellinus. All 
Philoſophers that came to hand were ſure to be executed , and the 
Emperour, who was always cruel, was in this caſe outragious , not 
{paring any that did but go habited like Philoſophers , though they 
addicted not themſelves to thoſe ſtudies ; a fring'd Cloke being then 


*taken for a ſufficient evidence of a Magician and a Conjurer, _ 


theſe Philoſophers was Maximus , Julia's great Maſter, the mo 

celebrared Philoſopher of that Age : Valens ow*'d him an old grudge, 

for an affront he had done him and his Brother in Juliaz's A” and 
| there- 
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therefore in the beginning of his Reign had treated him with thoſe 
exquiſite ſeverities , which Eszapixe 10 tragically complains of; and 
being now charg'd with being privy to the Plot, though he only knew 
of it, and cold the Confpirators they would all come to an untimely 
end, was Carried to Epheſus, the place-of his Nativity ; and there 
beheaded. ' But above all others, the Emperour's fury rag'd againſt 
thoſe , whoſe Names began with thoſe four-Letters, whether T heodo- 
rus , Theodotus , Theodoſius , Theodwlns , or the like ,. whom he put to 
death where-ever he found them , by the ſame bloody Policy where- 
with Herod once butchered the Infants at Berhlehem ; hoping that in 
the number he ſhould make away the new-born Meſſiah, and King of 
the Jews. And this proſecuted with ſo much rigour, that many, to 
avoid the danger , chang'd their Names , as not being willing to loſe 
their Lives for a malignant Name. And yet God, who delights many 
times to defeat Mens malicious curioſity , ſuffered the Great Theodoſins 
to eſcape, and in deſpite of all his care and cruelty to ſucceed him 
in the Ezfers Empire ; and *tis ſaid, that his Parents were parti- 
culatly warn'd in a Dream to give him that Name, as an Omes it 
ſeems of his after Greatneſs. Nor did Falens perſecute Men =? , 
but Books upon this occaſion , commanding a ſearch to be made for 
all Books of Magic , or any other curious or unlawful Art, which 
being piled upon heaps were publickly burnt. And at this time it 
was, that Chryſoſtom , then a Youth, was in ſome danger : For as he 
Wasgoing oneday to Church , he took-up a Book, which a ſuſpected 
perſon had thrown into the River, and upon peruſal found it a Book 
of Magic, -and was eſpied by a Soldier that paſs'd by ,_ and ſaw him 
and his companion take it up, They knew not well what todo with 
it, it being almoſt equally dangerous to keep- or part with it : But 
they threw it away , and eſcap'd the danger. 


VI. IN the Weſt things were carried towards the Gentiles with 


a more eaſie hand. Several » of the Senatorian Order at Rome had 
been accus'd of pronmug in unlawful Divination , and the Judge, to 
whor the examination of the Cauſe was referr*d, had proceeded in 
it with an over-rigorous partiality , and had made a very ill repreſen- 
tation of it to the Emperour , who had begun to proſecute ſmartly : 
But the Senate ſent a-Committee to Valentinian, to beſeech him that 
perſons might not be puniſh'd above the Merits of their Crimes, nor 
any Senator extrajudicially put upon the Rack. The Emperour re- 
plied, he had given no ſuch order, and that theſe were Reports 
fram'd on purpoſe to throw ill Refletions upon him ; and in his Re- 
ſcript » to the Senate declar'd, That he look'd upon Soothſfaying as 
not a kin to Magic, and ſo long as innocently praQis'd,, he found no 
fault with it, but | pony ox both it and the other Parts of the Reli- 
gion of their Anceſtors to be us'd, as the Laws which he had made 
to that purpoſe in the beginning of his Reign could ſufficiently wit- 
neſs. And for the Charge * brought againſt the Senators, he had re- 
ferr'd the debate of it to the Provoſt of the City, who if he could 
not determia it, then he commanded, that the perſons concern'd , 
with an account of all Proceedings in the Caſe, ſhould be ſent to 
him. By another Law, about the ſame time, hegranted to the Pro- 
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was to take care.of the Temples and ſacred Rites, the Pomps and 
Proceffions upon Feſtivals, and at their own charge to provide for, 
and the public Shews and SpeQacles ; to cheſs e granted) 
that they ſhould be free from the burden of all crvil Offices, andenyoy 
the fame priviledge with Perfons of Honour and Quality , not to be 
rack'd and tortur'd,and have the CommariveHononr, or the ſame Place 

: and Dignity which the Comires who had well difcharg'd their truſt,had 
| conferr'd upon them as the reward of their pains and care. At this 
*bid. 146. 15. time alſo he took order about the Players * who aCted at the public 
541: ®4- Sports and Theaters, (a Trade expreſly forbidden by the Canons gf 

the Church) that in caſe of imminent danger of Death, ny might, 
upon their repentance and earneft defire, be admitted to the Sacra- 
ments, (that is, both Baptiſm and the Euchariſt) provided it was 
done with the allowance of the Biſhop, and the infpeQion of the 
Civil Magiſtrate: And that if fuch perſons ſhould recover , they 

ſhould be no longer forc'd toattend the Service of the Theater. 
_—_ - L : I'T was now Pe inhabak hn ore? —_ mow :, 

£3 4 Queen of the Saracens, a People inhabiting the Parts ia that la 

== phe next Hop” , ſeat Moſes (who liv'd a Monaſtic Life in the nolakboas. 
p. 155. fn. ing Wildernefs , a Man no leſs famous for his Miracles than his Piety) 
5 #21 20 Alexandria to be ordain'd Biſhop ; who refuſing to be conſecrated 
2 by Lutizs, whom the Aries had thruſt up into that See , newly va- 
: cant by the death of Athanaſius, betook himſelf to the Catholic Biſhops 
4 that liv'd in exile , and having from their Hands receiv*d his Ordina- 
tion, return'd back into his own Conntry , the greateſt part whereof 
he converted to the Chriſtian Faith. the work was afterwards 
carried on to great perfeftion , when Zyromar, Head of one of the 


principal Tribes, upon the birth of a Son (which a religious Monk 
aſſur'd him he ſhould have, if he would embrace Chriſttanity) was 
'baptiz'd, and brought over his People to the fame Faith. Chriſtanity 
likewiſe made a further progreſs among the Northern Nations , eſpe- 
* cially the Gorhs ® that dwelt upon the Darow : For Phritigernas, one 
of the Princes of: that Nation , ing by the affiftance which Falens 

! 


had lent.him , gain*d aconfiderable ViQtory againſt Arhanaricus , ano- 
ther of thoſe Princes, did in gratitude to the Emperout , and as a 
firm affurance of his Friendſhip, entertain the Chriftian Religion into 
his Country , and the Arians being ar this time the only powerful 
Fattion at Court, took this © unity to introduce Arianiſm a- 
mong the Goths , though it had taken root there fome time before by 

—_ means of WMiphilas their Biſhop, who coming on an Embaſſy in 

hams > the Rei Conflantims, (Philoforgizs © places it in the time of 
Conſtantine) had falFn in with xime, Acacine , *and others of that 
Party , by whom he was perverted to their pernicious Principles, 
which hecarried back with him, and ftrenuoufly youn ated in his 
own Country. He was the firſt that found out the Gorhic Letrers , 
-and having done fo, tranſlated the Bible into their native Language, - 
which mightily conduc'd to the further ſpeedy fucceſs of Chriftianity 
in thofe Parts. ' And one thing eſpecially is memorable in this caſe, 
that in this Tranflation he omitred the Books of Kjngs (which took 
in alſo- thoſe of Semne! and the Chronicks ) becaſs theſe contain- 
ing little but an Account of Wars, would be apt to inflame the 
Minds of that People, who being naturally a fierce warlike Ro 
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| needed rather a Bridle, thana Spur to quicken them to martial Under- 


takings. Valens in the mean while miſerably haraſs'd the poor Catho- 


licks, whom he purſued with that rage and violence, that T hemiſtins?, 
the Philoſopher, undertook their Cauſe, which he pleaded in a ſet 
Oration before the Emperour, ſhewing him, that *rwas no. wonder if 
there was ſuch difference of Opinions —_— them, which was yet 
but inconſiderable , if compar'd with thoſe numerous and vaſtly di- 
ſtant Opinions that were among the Greeks, which muſt neceflarily 
breed ſome diſguſt and diſagreement ; and that perhaps God was de- 
lighted wich this variety. of Sentiments, ſeeing it tended to beget in 
Mens Minds a profounder Reverence towards the Divine Majeſty , 
when they found the Knowledge of him ſo deep, that no humane 
capacity could fathom or comprehend it; And thus while he pleaded 
for the Catholicks, he cunningly inſinuated the Cauſe of the Gentiles, 
which elſewhere he defends upon the ſame grounds. This Oration, 
tranſlated by Dudithias , is ſtilLextant in Latize, which Petavizs , to 
ſupply the defeQ, has turn'd into Greek, but denies (though upon very 
weak Reaſons) that *twas the ſame pronounc'd by that Orator upon 
this occaſion ; not to ſay , that the Paſlages cited out of it by Socrates 
and Sozomen, are exally to be found in it. And it ſeems an Argu- 
ment he much delighted in, this being much what the ſame both for 
words and matter, with that Conſuler Oration, which he delivered 
before Jovian at his entrance upon the Conſulſhip. Little elſe is me-. 
morable in the Timeof theſe Emperours : YValentiniandied the xviitb of 
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November, Anuo CCCLXXV. whom Palens ſurviv'd ſcarce three * 


Years, whoſe Reign in the general was more indulgent to Pagans, 
and more ſevere to Catholic Chriſtians , than that of any Chriſtian 
Emperour either before or ſince. 
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SECT. V. 


The State of Pagan Religion under the 


Reigns of GrxaTian, THEoposIvs 


the Great, and his Succeflors. | 


- 
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Theodoſius advanc'd by Gratian to the Eaſtern Empire. His reſtraining 
' the boldneſs and liberty of the Pagans, by ſevere Laws againſt Apoſtacy, 
Sacrifices, Divinations , &c, Gentiliſm hereby reduc'd to a low ws 
Particular om about the Temple at Adeſla. Gratian refaſes the 
Sacerdotal , 4xd the Title of Pontifex Maximus , hitherto worn by 
Chriſtian Emperours. . Proceedings againſt Paganiſm revry/d, and more 
briskly carried on in the Eaſt. The F 4 Temple of Sarapis at Alex- 
andria defac'd , and the ridiculous Follies of Gentile-Idolatry publickly 
expos?d, Sedition and Tumult hereupon rais'd by the Gentiles, and great 
miſchief done to Chriſtians, The Reformation carried on by Theophilus 
— of Alexandria. The celebrated Image of Sarapis openly burnt, 
The Rain of this Temple foretold by the Gentiles themſebves, The reſt 
of the Temples at Alexandria demoliſh'd, The lewdneſs and debaucheries 
uſually committed in thoſe places ſhewn by a particular inſtance, Chri- 
ſtianCharches eretted over thoſe places. The River Nilus not flowing 
ſo plentifally as formerly. This charg*d by the Gentiles as a puniſhment 
from the Gods for the deftrattion of their Temples ; but prov'd falſe by a 
contrary Event. The ſame - Reformation carried on in the Eaſtern 
Parts. The miraculous demoliſhing a Temple at Apamea by Marcellus 
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' Biſhop of that place. Theodoſius at Rome perſwades the Gemtile-part 
of the Senate to become Chriſtians , but is obſttnaxely rejected, Sym- 
miachus for his infolence and importanity baniſh'd Rome. The Gentile 


Cauſe undertaken, and Cx — pleaded by Libanius : The Sum of 


his Oration de Templis preſented to the Emperour , but nothing gain'd 
from him. Attempts of the Gentiles againſt his Life. Several Edits 
for the Soppreſion of Pagan Rites, Theodofius his laſt Law againſt the 
whele Body of their Religion , and the ſeveral Parts and Branches of it. 
The Death of that good Emperour. The ſame work purſued by Arca- 
dius , his Son and Succeſſor. The remaining Temples pulPd down, ana 
the Materials diſpos'd of to publick Buildings, The Coancil of Carthage 
petitions Honorius for the aboliſhing the Remazinders of Idolatrous Rites 
in Afﬀric, with the Emperour's Anſwer. - Several Laws of Honorius, 
axd the younger Theodolius, in purſuance of the ſame Deſign thorough 
all Parts of the Empire, briefly noted. Paganiſm | to ſhow its head, 
and generally driven into Corners, The whole conc with a ſhort Re- 
capitulation out of Theoderit. 


HE Imperial Brothers dying, the Govern= 
| ment reſted in the hands ot the two Sons 
of Valentinian ; Gratian, who had-already 
reign'd twelve, and Yalentinian junior, 
who had reign'd three Years. Gratian 
found work enough on all hands, the 
Empire labouring / under (great Incum- 
brances, and having little affiſtance from 
his Brother , who was but young , was 
neceſſitated to take in a Partner for the 
Eaſtern _ , todefend thoſe Parts, at this time miſerably infeſted 
by the Gorhs. The Perſon he pitchd on was beyond all exception, 
T heodoſins, a Spaniard, who from the Renown of his Aftions deſervedly 
bears the Sirname of Great, The Gentiles for the main had enjoyed 
the peaceable Exerciſe of their Religion for many years, having met 
with little or no interruption in it ſince the Times of Conſtantizs. And 
for the two firſt Years of Theodoſizs , almoſt wholly taken up with 


Wars, their Temples were opea*, and they had the freedom of their * zi. Zoſm, 
old Rites and Ceremonies. So that many began to look kindly upon h. 4+ Þ+ 7550 


theit former Superſtitions, and others, meeting with ſuch cruel 
uſage in the Reign of Yalens (when the Perſecution was carried on by 
a: joint-concurrence of Arians, Jews, and Genrtiles,) took ſhelter in 
the old Religion. In ſo much, that the Emperour found it neceſſary 


to reſtrain it by a Law * dated April xxvi. Ann. CCCLXXXI. That *c. 6. 14.16, 
they who apoſtatized from Chriſtianity to Paganiſm ſhould loſe all 7# 77. 4. 1. 
power of making a Will, (ever accounted the great- Birth-right and *** + 


Privilege of a Roman) ſo that none of his Friends or Kindred ſhould 
be the better for any Eſtate which he left behind him. Which he and 
Valentinian explain'd and ratified by many ſubſequent EdiQs, ſeveral 
Clauſes being added reſpeCting both Perſons and Things. About the 


end of the ſame Year he forbad « under pain of proſcription all divina- #6.Ti.x.1.7, 
tory Sacrifices, either by day or night, or that any ſhould approach the ?- 256- 


Temples for any ſuch purpoſe; adding, that Godis to be worſhipp'd 
with pure and chaſt Prayers, not with execrable Charms and Con- 
I 2 jurations, 
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jurations. And though it does not appear by this Law, that any more 
than Sacrifices uſed in order to Divination were taken away, yet Chri- 
ſtians were willing to lay hold of it, and improve it farther than the 
Emperour at preſent intended it, the Temples both in City and Coun- 
try (as Zeſimus complains) being aſſaulted, and the Pagans not able 
to lift up their Eyes to Heaven, and pay their Devotions to the Planets, 
without danger of their Heads. Among the reſt, there was a famous 
Pantheon, curiouſly adorn'd with abundance of exquiſite Statues and 
Images of the Gods, in the Province of Oſrhoene, (at Aaeſſa, as Gotho- 
fred not improbably conjectures : ) This was ſhut up, but upon the 
Gentiles complaint at Court, repreſenting that the City was thereby 
greatly prejudic'd, who were wont here to hold their public Meetings, 
and to keep their common Feſtivals, eſpecially thole wherein they 
offer*d up their Prayers for the life and ſatety of the Emperour, it was 

nted, i that it ſhould ftand open for theſe uſes, that the Images 
ſhould remain by way of Ornament, but that no Sacrifices ſhould be 
offer'd in it. In the Weſtern Parts Gratian kept ſomewhat a ſevere 
hand upon the Pagans. - He had given them a tatt of what they might 
exped from him, when he refus'd * the Sacerdotal Robe. The Roman 
Emperours had all along born the Office and Title of Pontifex Maxi- 
»1s, or Chief Head of the Pontifical Colledge : Nay, none of the 
Chriſtian Emperours had hitherto {crupled to accept of it as an honou- 
rary Title. But when the Prieſts came to confer it upon Gratiar, and 


" bffer'd him the Pontifical Robe, he plainly refus'd it, accounting it 


unlawful for him who was a Chriſtian to wear that Habit. The Stole 
being deliver*d back to the Prieſts, the chief of their Company cried 
out, If the Emperour will not be ſtyPd Pontifex Maximas, it will not 


be long before Maximus be Pontifex, refleQing upon Maximus, who 


was then ready to invade the Empire, and who ſhortly after treache- 
roully murder'd Gratiay, and became a great Friend and Patron to 
' the Gentiles. But ſaving the authority of Zoſmus who 


IMP. CAS. GRATIANUS reports it, plain it 1s both from ſome ancient Inſcriptions, 


PIUS. FELIX. — . PONT. 
MAX, reliqua vid. ap. Colletores 


and from the teſtimony of Auſonins, Gratian's Tutor, that 


' dnſcript. Unuinorcommium Gre this Title was frequently conterr'd upon him, tho perhaps 
tans , poteftate imperator — 5+ might be only by Connivance, and not by the Allow- 


Pomtifex religione. Auſon. Grat. 
Aition. ad Imp. Gratian. p. 716. 


ance of the Emperour. But whatever intimations of 
diſlike Gratian might make, the Gextiles were not diſcou- 
rag'd from. attempting ſomething in the Cauſe of their Religion; 
for finding the public Afﬀairs embroiPd, they began to take heart, 
at Rome eſpecially , where a ſmall part of the Senate took u 

themſelves in the name of the whole, to ſend an Addreſs to the Em- 
perour Valentinian, to beg favour in behalf of their Religion, but 
were countermin'd and quaſh*'d by Pope Damaſms and S. Ambroſe, as 
we have elſewhere obſerv'd. And when a great Famine ſoon after 
rag'd at Rome, *twas faid to proceed from the diſpleaſure of the Gods 
for the negl&Q and ſuppreſſion of their Religious Rites, and that the 
Puniſhment had a viſible ſignature of the Sin upon it, it being bur 
juſt, that they ſhould want Bread themſelves, who had taken away 
from the Prieſts and Yefal Virgins that little Maintenance which the 
munificence of former times had beftow'd upon them. The follow- 
ing year Symmachus was made Provoſt' of Rowe, who immediately 
drew up a large Addreſs to the Emperour, wherein with all the ſub- 
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tleties of Wit and Eloquence he pleaded the Cauſe of his Religion. 
But was happily encountred, anfwer'd, and baffled, by the great and 
learned Biſhop of Milan. An account whereof we have given at 
large in the Life of S. Ambroſe. | | 
I THE. Gentiles in the Ef, notwithſtanding the Proviſion 
that had been made againft it four years fince, could not be taken off 
from tampering with aſs, Augures, Magirians, and the reſt of 
that Tribe, which forc'd Theodofius to quicken the execution of thoſe 
Laws, making it Capital for any, either uponany preſent Emergency, 
or for the knowing any future Event, to conſult divinatory Sacrifices. 
This Reſcript is dire&ted toC wegins, the Pretorian Prefett of the Eaft, 
a perſon honourable both for his Greatneſs and his Piety, and em- 
loy'd by the Emperour _ the molt important Services : To him 
committed ! the care of reforming Pagan;ſm in the Eaſtern Parts, ' Zofom. 1. 4; 
eſpecially in Egypt, whither he ſent him, Aa». CCCLXXXVIIL im- #72 
wering him to ſhut up or demoliſh the Gentile-Temples, and extir- 
pate their Superſtitions. Upon his arrival at A/exazaria, ® Informers * 7.05. 10. 
accus'd ſeveral of the Senate, and brought both their Perſons and w—ther 0p 
Eſtates in danger, upon pretence, *tis like, that they were Church- 
Lands, Revenues Ive to the Pagan Temples. Cynegiws upon 
examination puniſh'd the Informers, and freed their Eſtates, whoſe 
judgment herein upon their Petition at Court, the Emperour himſelf 
confirm*d. But, alas ! Cyzegius left the main Work imperfeQt, dying 
the next year, and was honourably buried at Conſtantinople; Burt the 
Work weat on however, Theophilus Biſhop of Alexanaris being zea- 
lous in it, The firſt attempt in it was thus : There was at Alexandria 
an ancient and famous Temple, * dedicated to Sarapi, deſcribed by * Deſeripe: 
Refinus, * and affirm'd by a apher of that Age to have been a Cube wes 
piece of exquiſite Artifice, and for the ſtatelinels of the Building, con- « ,,g,. 2g 
trivance of the Structure, and ſolemnity of the Worſhip, to have <c. 22. p. 253. 
carried away the Glory from all other places, and to have been the ©23:7:254-_ 
almoſt only admirable $ cle in the whole World. This phace ana. 
Theophilus had begg*d of the Emperour, deſigning to enlarge it into 29m. 4. 7. 
a Church. Workmen were ſet on to clear the Rubbiſh, who found © ©? 723" 
many- dark Vaults and Cellers, the ſecret I of the Pagans 
moſt hidden Rites and Myſteries, out of which they brought many 
deteſtable and obſcene Images and Utenſils, which chey publicly ex- 
pos'd to the ſcorn and deriſion of the People. This provok*d the 
Gentiles beyond meaſure, who immediately gather'd into a Body, and 
tho the far leſſer number, yet being arm'd with Rage and Fury, 
broke-1n upon the Chriſtians, wounded many of them, others they 
kilPd. out right, and flying to the Temple, engarriſon'd themſelves 
in it. Some Chriſtians they had taken Priſoners, and brought along 
with them, whom they forc'd to do Sacrifice, or upon their refuſal, 
put to Death with the moſt exquiſite and unheard-of Tortures. 
The Party was headed by one Goes a Philoſopher, who perſuaded 
them not to deſert the Religion of their Country, but if need was, 
valiantly to dye for it. And when he ſaw them dejeted for thie loſs 
of their Images, he told them, They ſhould not be troubled at this, 
they were indeed no other than what they ſaw, things material, and 
hable. to violence and corruption, but were inhabited by certain Di- 
vine Powers, which upon their defacing were retir'd into yn" 
Severat 
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Several Eſſays were made by the Magiſtrates to bring them to reaſon, 
and make them give account of what they had done ; but in vain : 
They deſpis'd all Arguments and Threatnings, whereupon the Magi- 
ſtrates were forc'd to ſend and acquaint the Emperour with what had 
happen'd, who, according to the ſweetneſs of his Nature, reply'd, 
That for the Chriſtians that had been ſlain, they were happy, having 
been honour'd with the Crown of Martyrdom ; and for their Murde- 
rers, he reſolv*d to pardon them, in hopes, that ſo much Grace and 
Clemency might become an effe&tual Argument for their Conver- 
ſion: But however, that the Temples, that had been the cauſe of all 
this, ſhould be pulPd down to the ground, The Letter was no ſooner 
read, but the Chriſtians entertain'd it with infinite Acclamations, and 
the Gemtiles diſpers*d and fled; which done, Theophilus, accompanied 
with the Monks, and aſſiſted by Evagrizs the Auguftal Prefett, and 
Romanus Commander of the Army,again ſet upon the Work,the Tem- 
ple it ſelf they wholly demoliſh*d, in the Walls ? whereof they found 
Stones with Heroglyphics engraven upon them, reſembling a Croſs, 
which the Chriſtians interpreted of the honourable Enſign of their 
Religion, and were therein the more confirm'd, when one skill'd in 
thoſe myſtic Letters, and lately turn'd Chriſtian, afſur'd them, thoſe 
Hieroglyphic Notes ſignified the Life to come, and that others of thoſe 
Hieroglyphics did impart, that the Temple of Serapi- ſhould have an 
end, when thoſe Notes were brought to light. Within the circumfe- 
rence of this great Building ſtood a 4 C ppl ſupported by rich 
Marble Pillars, the Walls overlaid with Gold, and that cover'd as a 
Shield with Silver, and that defended by a Cover of Braſs; in this 
ſtood the Image of Sarapi,, fo large, that with one hand he touch*d 
one ſide, and with the other the other ſide of the Temple, with many 
quaint Devices to abuſe and delude the people. They had a Tradi- 
tion, that if any Man did but touch this Image, the Earth would im- 
mediately open, -the Heavens be difſolv'd, and all things run into a 
Chaos and Confuſion. But a Chriſtian Soldier that ſtood by, anima- 
ted thereto by Theophilus the Biſhop, was reſolv*d to make the Experi- 
ment : For taking a Bill in his hand, he cleft him down the Jaws, and 
finding no other dreadful EfteQts enſue, but an Army of Mice, which 
fled out at the breach he had made, they cut him-Limb from Limb ; 
his Head, Feet, and the reſt of his Parts, were faften'd to Ropes, and 
having been dragg'd up and down the Streets, were burnt in ſeveral 
places of the City, the Trunk or Body of the Image being reſerv'd 
for a more ſolemn Fire in the Amphitheater. The utter ruine of this 
Temple was, it ſeems, foretold by Aztoninus * the Philoſopher, who 
aſſur*d his Scholars, it would happen ſoon after his death ; nay, we 
are told, * that Olympus himſelf, while he kept his Garriſon in it, the 
very night before the Emperour*s Order did arrive, it being a very 
dark and tempeſtuous Night, heard a voice in the Temple, ſinging 
Alleluia. He was not a little te n—_ knowing the Doors were fait 
ſhur, and all the Company faſt aſleep, and ſeeing no body, and plainly 
and diſtinQly hearing the Voice, and the Muſical Note, began to ſuf- 
peC&t what it portended, and departing privately out of the Temple, 
took Ship immediately, and went for 1taly. 
IV. THE Mother-Temple and Patron-Deity being thus rid 
out of the way, the reſt follow'd with an eaſier hand, all the Pagan- 
p< Temples 
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Temples and Images t in that City being ovetturn'd, the Follies, © fn. ibid 
Lew 


(ſes, and Impieties whereof, were laid open before the people. © ** 


One Inſtance whereof muſt not be forgotten, Tyrannymer a Pricft of 
che Temple of Szt»r», famous for giving- Oracles, had his Ternple 
frequented by perſons of the beſt Quality about that City. When he 
had a mind to corrupt any of their Wives, he would tell the Nobleman, 
was the Gods pleaſure that his Wife ſhould come and ſpend that 
nights Devotions in the Temple. The Lady was dreſs'd up with all 
advantages, and night being come, the Doors were lock'd faſt upot 
her, and while ſhe was intent upon her Devotions, the Prieſt by ſetret 
conveyances crept into the old Wortneaten Image of Setwur2, through 
which he ſpake to her, as if it had been the God himſelf, and _ 
thus prepar'd her, by unſeen Cords ſuddenly put out the Lipits, and 
then coming forth, and —_— upon the afffighted Lady, ealily drew 


her into lewd Embraces. 


is Trade he had follow'd many years, 


*ill meeting with one that would not be for his turn, and who knew 
him by his voice, ſhe complain'd of the affront to her Husband, who 
diſcover'd the Villany, brought Tyranaws tocondign Puniſhthnent, and 
both Temple and Idol to a ſhameful end. Theſe ruinated * Temples 
were generally turn'd into Churches ; out of that of Sarapi was built 
on the one ſide a Martjriam, (wherein were repos'd the remains of 
John the Baptiſt ;) on the other,a Church called after the natne of Arca- 
dizs the Emperour. It happen'd upon chis Revolution, that rhe River 
- Nite * did not'{6 plentifully overflow as it Was'wont to do. The people 


ber 


eupon began to mutiny, and ſaid, It was, becauſe they were not ſuf- 


fer'd according to their ancient uſage to do Sacrifice to the River. The 
Governour was troubled, and fearing at open Sedition, ſent to ac« 
quaint the Emperour, who returin'd this anſwer, That *twas bettet 
ro preſerve our Duty to God, thay to prefer the Streatns of Nile, of 
the Plenty of the Country betore Piety and Religion. Let the Rivet 
(laid he) never flow again, if it muſt be drawn out with Charttis, 
appeas'd with Sacrifices, and its Waters defiPd with Blood. Burt the 

c_ was ſoon ended, for the River return'd to its aticienit 


courſe, a 


riſng above the higheſt mark (which yer it ſeldom or 
never reach*d ) put then into &4 quite contrary Paſſ 


ott, fearing jt 


would inevitably drown the Country. And now the + urs chang'd 


their Tune, and turn'd their Scene into Droll and R: 


eule, cryung 


our in their Theaters, That the old doting Nite had loft his tetentive 
faculty, and could no longer hold his Warer, While others made a 
more grave and ferious uſe of it,being thereby convine'd of the vanity 
of rheir native Superſtition, and going over to Chriſtianity. As 

throughout the whole progreſs of theſe Aﬀairs, incredible 
numbers were gain'd over to the Chriſtian Faith. Theſe Proceedings 
alarm'd the Gerriles * in other Parts, iti Arabis, Paleſtine, Phanitia,ehc. 
where they ſtood upon their Guard, and hir'd Countty-mett to come 
in and defend their Temples. Ar Apamea flood a celebrated Temple 
_—_— Strti&ure z this 
pull 


indeed , 


dedicat 


ed, to Jupiter, a valt and Rrongly 


Marcelms Biſhop of that place reiotv'd to pu 
Man to undertake it, ſo difticule a thing was it look?d upon to dertio- 
liſh it. And indced fo ſtrongly were the Pagan Temples generally 
built, and the Stones fo faft cramp'd together with Irons, that Libs- 
Aims * vells ws, it colt the Chrittians 06 leſs pains to take thermdown, 


n, but could ger no 
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than it had done the Gerriles at firſt to build them up. * At length 
comes a common Labourer who ventur'd upon it, and undermining 
the Foundation of the Portico's that upheld it, put Fire to them,- but 
a Demon appearing in a black Dreſs, drove away the Fire. Aﬀer ſe- 
veral attempts to no purpole, Marcellzs took a Pot of Water, which 
he carried into the Church, and falling down before the holy Table, 
heartily recommended the Cauſe to God ; then he deliver'd the Pot to 
Equitius his Deacon, who went and threw it upon the Fire, which, 
like ſo much Oyl, immediately blew up the Flames, which ſpread 
without controll, ſo that within a few hours, to the admiration of all 
that ſaw it, thgt ſtrong and ſtately Building lay level with the Ground. 
But the good Biſhop ſped not ſo well in all his attempts ; for going to 
do the like Execution upon a great Temple at Awloz, y a City in that 
Country, while his Company were bulie about the work, certain 
Pagans came behind him, and catching him up, threw-him into the 
Fire, and burnt him to death. And when afterwards upon the dif. 
covery of the Murder, his Sons would have proſecuted and revenged 
his Death, the Provincial Synod would not ſuffer it, affirming, that 
both he and they, and all Jus Friends, had cauſe rather to bleſs God, 
who had counted him worthy to dye in ſo good a Caufe. 

IV. THIS great and general waſt committed upon Paganiſm in 
the Eaſtern Parts, made the Gextiles look about them, in ſo much; that 
their great Advocate Libanizs, one in ſo great favour with the Empe- 
rour, that he made him Pretor:an refett, about this time publiſh'd 
an Oration pro Templis, preſented to Theodoſfius, wherein he boldly 

leads the cauſe of their Temples, which he ſhews originally ſprang 
hom that Encouragement which the Gods gaveto the plain but early 
Piety and Devotion of Mankind, and were enlarg'd and beautified 
according as they gain'd footing in Towns and Cities. His main buſi- 
neſs was to encounter the popular Arguments which the Chriſtians 
uſed for the taking down their Temples. As, that the Gerriles made 
uſe of them for the celebration of their Sacrifices expreſly contrary 
to the Laws. This he flatly denies, and challenges any to make it 
good. - And whereas *rwas pretended, that in their Feltival Enter- 
tainments they ſlew Oxen, he anſwers, *Twas no ſuch matter. They 
met indeed. upon their Feſtival Solemnities in the open Fields, where 
he confeiles they kilPd, dteſt, and eat a Calf .or a Sheep, and perfor- 
med it with Incenſe, Hymns , and Invocation of their- Gods, but 
this he ſays was not forbid by any Law, nor was this pulling down the 
Temples, as was plauſibly given out, a rational means of bringing 
over Pagans to Chriſtianity. He grants, it made ſome Hypocrites, 
none true Converts, Many through fear might go to the Chriſtian 
Churches, and compoſe themſelves after their Furms and Geſtures, 
but when they did ſo, either worſhip'd their own Gods, 'or none at 
all. Beſides, that Religion was to be planted in Men's minds by Rea- 
ſon and Perſuaſion, not by Force or Fear. And whereas *twas com- 
monly urg'd, that this deſtruction tended plainly to the advantage 

and benefit of the World, he endeavours to ſhew, that the favouri 
and proteCting that Religion had in all Ages entaild the greateſt Bleſ: 
ſings from Heaven upon the Civil State, and moſt immediately con- 
tributed to the Grandeur and Majeſty of the Roman Empire. Nor had 
the Chriſtians, he ſays, any reaſon to pretend, they did this o_ 
pliance 
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pliance with the Zeal of Conſtantine and Conftantius, thole two Empe- 
rours having been ſo fignally puniſh'd for their attempts in this kind : 
Conftantixs's Poſterity being 1oon cut off; ſome of his Children came 
to untimely ends, and Conſtantizs himielt liv'd perpetually in a {laviſh 
fear of the Perſians, and moſt of his Adherents (who. reap'd the 
Spoils of the Temples ) had met with ſome remarkable T_ 
that had overtaken them. Having urg'd this, he turther back'd his 
Plea with two Arguments. Firſt, that next to the Imperial Palaces, 
Temples were the great Glory and Ornaments of Cities, and there- 
fore in all good reaſon and policy ought not to be deſtroy*d.- Secondly, 
That however that might be, yet a conſiderable Intereſt and Advan- 
tage might be rais'd by them ; tor they might be let out, and conver- 
ted to other uſes, and the Rents of them be return'd into the Exche- 
quer; which was better however than pulling of them down. And 
becauſe the Monks had been of all others the moſt attive and buſie in 
demoliſhing the Pagaz Temples, eſpecially thoſe that ſtood in the 
Fields, he falls very Rverely-upon them, traducing * them (and in the 
ſame ſpiteful repreſentation concur moſt of the Gentile-Writers of 
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that Age) as a Pack of idle Drones, and lewd Impoſtors, who under /#:!-;. p.800. 


a grave and demure habit, and by a | yamr—as mortitication, colour'd 
over witha procur'd artificial paleneſs,and by all the little Arts of Flat- 
tery and laflanation, cheated the World into a good opinion of them, 
while they were really guilty of Gluttony and Exceſs. And that 
their work might be done more effeCtually, they had Military Offices 
call'd Sophroniſte or Correttors to attend them, whoſe buſineſs it was 
to ſeize the Temples and Poſſeſſions, and who were no ſooner ſhew'd 
by the Monks where to Quarry, but: like Harpy's immediately flew 
upon it, to the utter diſcouragement of the Husband-men and Coun« 
try-people, who plac'd all their hopes and expectations of the ſucceſs 
and proſperity of their Labours in theſe opportunities of Devotion, 
and pledges of the favour of their Gods. And tho they had oft com- 
plain*d to the Biſhops of theſe Irregularities, yet could they find no 
redreſs, the Biſhops always taking part with the Monks. This is the 
ſum of his Diſcourſe, and, but-that T heodoſirs was a Prince renown'd 
for his Clemency, it had been prodigious impudence to have talk'd 
at that rate to a Chriſtian Emperour. However it did them little 
good, the Proceſs againſt them went on ſtill, and the total ruine both 
of their Temples and Worſhip follow*d not long after: Which ſo.far 
enrag'd that Party , that they made ſeveral attempts = the 
Life of that great Prince ; particularly Lxcizs Commander of the 
Forces at Conftuntinopl came into the preſence, and thrice endeavour?d 
to draw out his Sword, with an intent to diſpatch the Emperour, but 
eſpying on a ſudden (as he thought) a Woman of a mighty ſtature, 
and a terrible aſpeCt ſtanding behind and guarding the Emperour, he 
departed in a great fright. The next that undertook it was the General 
of the Forces in the Fab, who riding upon this errand, fell from his 


Horſe and broke his Thigh, and died. Succeeded in the like Con- 

ſpiracy by Severian, Marſus, Illws, and many. more. All which is 

_ S'd by Damaſcis * the Philoſopher, a bitter Enemy to Chri- 
ians. | 
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V. WHILE theſe things were tranſated in the Ezft, Zeal 
againſt Paganiſm did not freeze in the Weſtern Parts, where (if we 
may take meaſures of what was done in other places, from what we 
find done by S. Martin* Biſhop of Tours) the Gentile-Temples, with 
all their Pomp and Retinue, went down the wind apace, and Chriſtia- 
nity reap'd a very plentiful Harveſt. Thgdoſims was now in theſe 
Parts, and having routed Maxim, came with his Son Hororins to 
Rome,- where he ſummon'd© the Senate, whom in a ſet Oration he 
perſuaded to renounce their ancient Errors, and to embrace the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, as the only Religion that held forth the true method of 
Pardon and Expiation of Sin, of purity and holineſs of Life. But the 
Gentile-part of them were tiff and intraQtable, affirming, they would 
not prefer a ſenceleſs and unreaſonable Belief before an old warranted 
way of Worſhip, and that under the influences of this Religion their 
City had proſper'd for near 1200 years together, and if they ſhould 
now change it for any other, they knew not what Fate might enſue 
upon it. Theodoſins reply*d, That if they were thus obſtinate, he 
knew noreaſon why he ſhould be at the charge to. maintain them in it, 

nd would therefore withdraw the public allowances made out of the 
backs uer, nay, would aboliſh the things themſelves which he ut- 
terly diflik'd, and the charges whereof he thought it much more 
madacbls ſhould be tranſlated to encreaſe the Pay and Salary of the 
Army. The Senators reply*d, Their Sacritices could not be duly cele- 
brated, unleſs Charges were allow'd out of the public Stock, and that 
for want hereof, and for the negle&t and reſtraint of their ancient and 
paternal Rites and Ceremonies, it was, that the Rowan Empire died 
by picce-meah, and was Limb after Limb pulPd in pieces, and become 
a prey and a poſſeſſion to the barbarous Nations, and indeed its Inhabi- 
tants ſo generally waſted, that it was reduc'd to a meer Sceleron, and 
the very Ruines of its Cities were ſcarce to be ſeen. In this Conteſt, 
the cul of Gentiliſm was manag'd, I doubt not, by Symmachus, a Man 
of greateſt Note and Ability at that time,who partly upon the account 
of a flattering diſcourſe 4 which he had written in praiſe of Meximnr, 
partly for the inſolence and importunity of his Addreſſes in behalf of 
Paganiſm, fell ſo deep under the Emperours diſpleaſure, that he-was 
forc'd to take ſanftuary in a Chriſtian Church, and ſoon after in ſome 
diſgrace baniſh*'d out of Rome, and the Subarbicary Countries. But 
upon his ſubmiſſion, he was retaken into favour, and publiſh'd an 
Apologetic to the Emperour, whoadvanc'd him to the honour of being 
Conſul, Ann. CCCXCI. But withall, to render him incapable of 
doing any great ſervice to his Cauſe, he publiſh'd a Law « before his 
departure out of Italy, expreſly prohibiting all manner of Sacrifices, 
going into Temples, or worſhipping Images, infliting ſeveral Fines 
upon delinquent perſons according to their reſpe£tive Places and Qua- 
lities. Some Months after being at Aquz/eia, he direQted a a 'to 
Evagrius Auguſtal Prefect of Egypt, and to Romanus Commander of 
the Horſe, commanding, that none under penalty of his Head ſhould 
Sacrifice, frequent the Temples, or celebrate any Pagan Rites, Idola- 
try, it ſeems, notwithſtanding all the late care ſtill ſprouting up in 
thoſe Parts, unleſs we will ſay, it was not till this time that Theodoſous 
| ent 
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ſent Orders to theſe two great Officers to be aſſiſtent to Theophilus in 
that memorable Reformation. - The next year the Senate at Rome 
again petition'd the Emperour Valentitian for the liberty of their Reli- 
gion, but were denied. Lalentinian was then iri Gaul, where he was 
murder'd by the treachery of. Arbogeſtes General of the Army, who 
thereupon advanc'd Exgenius, a mean Schoolmaſter, to be Emperour, 
who was courted by the Gentiles on all hands, and flatter'd by their 
Auguries and Divinations into a confidence of Succeſs and Stability 
in his Uſurpation. Upon which account he was prevaiPd with to grant 
them the famous Altar of YVittory, ſo much, and ſo often contended 
for, and public allowances out of the Exchequer to defray the charges 
of its Solemnities. T heodoſius was at this time at Conſtantinople, and 
reſented the murder of Ya/entinian with that indignation that became 
a generous Prince, and to let the Gentiles feel the etteQts of his diſplea- 
ſure, he forbad the whole Exerciſe of their Religion, Temples, Sacri- 
fices,and all the particular train of their Rites and Ceremonies, Which 
being the laſt Law he made, that is extant, of this nature, we ſhall here 
inſert ® it. 


Emperours, THEODOSIUS, ARCADIUS, and 
HONORIUS, the Auguſt, to Rufinus the Prato- 
rian Prefett. 


E T noYan, of what D2der, Rank, 02 Quality ſoever 
L whether he be honourable by Birth, 02 eminent foz Dig- 
nity, 02 of mean Birth, Bzeeding, and Foztune, let no Ban 
pzetume in any Place, 02 in any City, either to offer, tho but 
an harmleſs Sacrifice to ſenſeleſs Images, 02 in any moze ſe- 
cret way of expiation to wozſhip his Chimney-Deity with Fire, 
02 his Genius with Wine, 02 his paternal Houſhold-Gods with 
Fumes and Smoke, 02 pay Adozation by ſetting up Lights, 
burning Frankincenſe, 02 hanging up Garlands to them. And 
if any Yan (hall dare to offer Sacrifice, oz to conſult the reek- 
ing Entrails, let it be lawful fo2 any one to accuſe him, and 
being found guilty, let him receive Sentence accozdingly, as 
in caſes of ÞHigh-Treaſon, altho it ſhould appear, that he did 
not herein conlult any thing againſt the Life of his Pzince, o2 
ask any queſtion at all about 1t ; Foz*tis enough to agqzavate 
the azeatneſs of his Crime, that he would reſcind ” very 
Laws of Nature, ſearch into things unlawful, diſcloſe what 
15 hidden and ſecret, attempt what is p2ohibited, enquire int9 
anothers Fate, and give hopes of his Death oz Ruifie, But if 
any Yan hall burn Incenſe to a cozruptible mage, a piece of 
humane Artifice,and by a ridiculous example honour that which 
himſelf but juſt now fram's, and ſhall by crowning the Stork 
with Garlands, oz by. ereiting an Altar of Turfs, do what he 
can, tho but in a mean way), es way highly injurious to Re- 
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ligion, to pay op and Reverence to a fond Statue, let 
him , as a perlon guilty of the violation of Religion , be pu- 
nifh's with. the loſs of that Houſe oz Field wherein he mi- 
niſtred to ſuch Pagan Superſtition. Foz *tis our judgment, 
that all places wherein it (hall appear that Incenſe has been 
burnt, (pzovided they be legally pzov'd to to the per- 
{ons that did ſo) ought to be confiſcated to our Exchequer. But 
if it (all ſo happen, that the place where ſuch a perſon (hall 
offer any Sacrifice, be a public Temple, 02 a conſecrated Chap- 
pel, oz another Ban's Þouſe o2 Gzound, if it appear that 
did it Without the knowledge of the Owner, let him 


—_p lacey proportion be fin'd in the ſum of xy. Pounds of * Gold, and 
of One to Tweets, 6. mar let him that connives at, 02 conceals the Fa, be 
of _ ——_ to 36 I. of fin'd t = nn wi Yun, —— —— 
our Engliſh Money, And much gyr pleaſure 1s 0 k e 
CRE Defenſors, and Curiales of every City, that the Offi 
by a Law dated Am. 367. (vid: CL Having Diſcover'd any fuch matter, (hall imme- 


Med, tae ns, 4.13) Diately being it befoze the Judges, and they fozth- 
of Gold ſhould be fa rave With to fee to the execution of the Penalty. But if 


72 Solidj; every Solids Aures the Defenſors and Curiales (hall conceal any thing , 
fecceeding tieranly 07.5" Either foz favour, oz though careleſneſs, they ſhall 
wo. yr OT IO S. AC- be puniſh'd by the JU es 3 and if the JUDges, upon 
Ponte of Gored accounts 25 infomation of theſe Officers, (hall take no notice of 
the ſum of 900, it, but defer Puniſhment, they themſelves ſhall be 
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| fin'd xxx. Pound of Gold, and their Officers be 
liable to the ſame Penalty. Given at Conſtantinople November the 
Viiit®, Arcadizs the ſecond time, and Rufinus being Conſ#ls : That 
is, Ann. CCCXCIL 


This Law ſtruck down Paganiſm Root and Branch, ſo that it never 
recover'd it ſelf into any tolerable degree of Life and Power, they 
being now reſtrain'd not only from the groſſer kinds of Sacrifice, but 
from what had hitherto been permitted, as Libaniws * tells us, the very 
burning Incenſe, and perfuming their Temples and Altars. Theodo- 
frus liv'd about two years after this, and having routed and kill'd the 
Tyrant _ near Aquilcia, died at Milan February the xxiv*s, 
Ann. CCCXCYV. leaving the Empire to his two Sons Arcadixs and 
Honorizs, the former at ſeventeen years of Age ſucceeding in the 
Eaft, the other at eleven in the Weſ.. 


VI TOGETHER with the Death of this great Prince I 
might have ſhut up this Szculum, and indeed put a period to the whole 
DiFourle, but that upon his Death the Gerzzles ſeem to have reſum'd 
new hopes, whom therefore 4rcadius about fix Months after idebarr'd 
all uſe of Temples or Sacrifices, in any place, or at any time whatſo- 
ever, reviving all former Penalties ma inſt them, and making 
it Capital for the Officers to negle& their Duties in this matter : As 
the next year he cancell'd * all Priviledges anciently granted to Pagan 
Prieſts, of any Order , or under any Name or Title whatſoever ; 


adding, *twas not reaſonable they ſhould enjoy the Priviledge, whoſe 
very 
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very Profeſſion was condemn'd by Law.\, And now Temples, the 
Netts of Idolatry and Superſtition, went down in all places of 
the Eft, the Materials whereof Arcadivs the year following gave | to- do i. 154 
wards repairing the Highways, Bridges, AqueduQs, and public ** © 
Walls and Buildings, And whereas in ſome places Temples were lett 
ſtanding in the Fields for the encouragement and conveniency of the 
Country-people , he commanded = even theſe to be quietly taken = /id. 146. 18. 
down, oy all Foundation of Superſtition might be aboliſh'd. A 7% +16 
Law particularly procur'd by S. Chryſofom, with reſpett tothe Tem- 

les and Idolatry of the Heathens in Phenicis, as we have noted in 
lis Life. In the Weſt things weat not altogether to that height. Ho- 
x0rius forbad = all Sacrifices, but commanded all Ornaments of public * /#.1. 15. 
Buildings, ſuch as Statues and Images to be preſerv'd, and thus, all 
Laws made, or pretended to be made, to the contrary in any wiſe 
notwithſtanding. About this time the Council of Carthage petitio» 
ned ® Honorivs, that all remainders of Idolatry in fic might be ut- * Cod. Cenon, 
terly aboliſh'd, and that the Temples that ſtood in the Fields, and in F'9; H7ic 
obſcure private Corners, where they could not be pretended to be for : x. : x7. 
any public Ornament, might be pull'd down, that the Gentile Feaſts © 1 —_ 
and Entertainments, attended with prophans and ſcandalous Dan. *** *95* 
cings, and whereat they ſometimes conttrain'd Chriſtians to be pre- 
ſent, and that upon the Solemnities of rhe Martyrs, might be prohi- 
bited, that their Sports and Shews exhibited in cheir Theaters, might 
not be on the Lords day, or on any Chriſtian Solemanity, and that no 
Chriſtian might be compell'd to be there. In anſwer hereunto, the 
Emperour enafted, by Orders ſent to Apollodorus Proconſul of Afric, 
that as for Temples, ? if not uſed to any unlawful purpoſes, they #/upr.1.18, 
ſhould ſtand entire, but if any Man ſhould do Sacrifice in them, he 
ſhould be puniſh'd according to Law ; and all Idols that were abus'd 
to vain and fooliſh Superſtition, ſhould by public Officers be taken 
down : That as to their public Feaſts and Meetings, 4 the Law had al- * 16id 1. 17. _ 
ready forbidden all pro Rites, but that thair common Meetings, | 
their ſhews and entertainments of the people, ſhould, according to 
ancient Cuſtom, be ſtill ſuffer*d, provided it was done without Sacri« 
fices, or any dannable Superſtition, as the words of the Law are. 


VII AND here the fourth Cextury expires, beyond which as 
there is no great occaſion,ſol ſhall not ſearch far. Am». CCCCI. Hono- 
7:5 granted * the Ground, and Buildings heretofore belonging to Tem- * /bid. 1b. ts, 
ples, and which ſerv'd to no more public Uſe or Ornament of the + * 41- 
City, to the Cariales and Corporations, under ſeveral Clauſes and #® 
Conditions. Seven years after he order'd, *that the Corn uſually —_— 
paid to Temples, ſhould be taken away, and be beftow?d upon the AT 
Soldiery ; that if any Images were left in Temples, Groves, or any 
other places , they ſhould be removed ; the Temples themfelve;, 
whither in Cities, Villages, or in the _ Fields, be converted to 
public Uſes ; thoſe that flood within Em 's patrimony , 
ſhould be put to ſome convenient uſe ; thoſe within the poſſeſſions of 
private perſons, to be deſtroy'd ; Altars to be every where demolifh'd ; 
all Pagan Feaſts, Sports, and Solemaities, to be put down : "_ the 
Biſhops 
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Biſhops of the ſeveral places ſhould have power to ſee this done, and 
a ſevere Fine is ſet upon the Head of all Judges and Officers that neg- 
lefted the execution of it. That none *that were Enemies to the 
Catholic Church, ſhould bear Arms in any of the Palatine Offices, 
nor be- nearly employ*d under the Prince, who refus'd to be of the 
ſame Faith and Religion with him ; a Law that equally ſtruck at Hea- 
thens and Heretics. The next year he baniſh'd » the Mathemarici, 
that is, all Heruſpices, Magicians, &c. out of Rome, and all other 
Cities, unleſs they would bring the Books of their curious Arts, and 
burn them in the preſence of the Biſhop of that place, and engage 
never to return to their old Errors again. Theoaoſins the younger, 
who had ſome years ſince ſucceeded his Father in the Eater» Empire, 
Azun. CCCCXVI. made Geptiles _—_— of bearing Arms, or 
being admitted to places of Honour and Authority. And ſeven years 
after-he ſpeaks * of Pagans, as if there were none left, Pagani qui ſus 
perſunt, quanquam jam xullos eſſe credamus, &c. and that if there were, 
the former Laws ſhould be reviv'd againſt them; and it any of them 
ſhould be caught at their accurſed Sacrifices, tho the Law made it 
Capital, it ſhould be puniſh'd however with Baniſhment and Conkſ 
cation. Ann, CCCCXXVI. he once more forbad ? all Pagan Obla- 
tions, Sacrifices, with all their Rites and Myſteries, and if any of 
their Temples, ——_— or conſecrated Places were yet ſtanding, 
the Magiſtrate ſhould take care to ſtrip them of their ſuperſtitious 
uſe, and expiate them by placing a Croſs, the venerable Enſign of 
the Chriſtian Religion in them ; and that if any were prov'd guilty of 
having thus fſacrihic'd before a competent Judge, he ſhould forſeit his 


Life. This it ſeems was a pareng blow, nor do we meet with an 


thing farther concerning thele matters in the Imperial Laws of theſe 
times, nor indeed is any thing conſiderable to be found in Hiſtory : 
For partly by the clear light and convittion of the Chriſtian DoQrine, 
every where plainly and conſtantly preach'd, partly by the force and 
ſeverity of the Laws of the Empire, Heatheniſm dwindled into no- 
thing, and that little that was left, crept into holes and corners to 
hide its Head, according to the prediCtion long fince of the Prophet 
Tſaiab , that the Idols ſhould utterly be aboliſh*d, and ſhould go into the 
Holes of the Rocks, and into the Caves of the Earth, and that Men ſhould 
caſt their Idols of Sibkver and of Gold, which they made each one for himſelf 
to worſhip, zo the Moles, and to the Bats; fit company for ſuch blind 
Idolaters. And thus we have ſeen how Paganiſm ebb'd and flow?d 
in the Reigns of the ſeveral Princes, after Chriſtianity became the 
Religion of the Empire, *till it was quite beaten out of Doors. The 
effects of which whole account, I ſhall ſum up in the words of Theo- 
dorit. * * Conſtantine the Great (ſays he) a Prince worthy of all ho- 
&« nourable Commendation, and who firſt adorn'd theImperial Throne 
« with Piety, when he ſaw the World running mad after Idolatry, 
« expreſly forbad that any ſhould ſacrifice to Demons ; their Temples 
<* indeed he did not pull down, but only commanded them to be {hut 
* up. His Sons came after, and trod in their Father's ſteps ; but Ju- 
&« /zaz reviv'd Paganiſm, and added new Fuel to old Errors and Im- 
& pieties. To him ſucceeded Jovias, who again prohibited the _ 
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« ſhip of Idols. The elder YValentinian govern'd the Weft, according 
*70 the ſame Rules and Meaſures; while YValens in 'the Eaft per- 
« mitted indeed all others to-worſhip and adore what they liad a mind 
« to, but conſtantly perſecuted thoſe (and thoſe only) who held to 
«the Catholic and Apoſtolic Doftrine. All his time the Altars 
& ſmoak'd with Incenſe, and the Gezriles undiſturbedly brought their 
« Sacrifices and Drink-Offerings to their Images, and kept their public 
& Feaſts in the open Market-place. The Prieſts, and Votaries of Bac- 
&© chas, clad in Goats Skins, ran up and down, tearing Dogs in pieces, 
« howling and making dreadful noiſes, and behaving themſelves in 
&« the moſt wild and frantic manner, with the reſt of thoſe mad Cere- 
&© monies, wherewith they were wont to celebrate the Feſtival of their 
« Deity: All which, the moſt religious Prince T heodoſius, when hs 
&« came to the Empire, did utterly extirpate and aboliſh, and drave 
« them into an Eternal Silence. 
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EUSEBIUS CASARIENSL S. 


Th: time and place of his Birth, Bhs Kindred unknown. His firſt Stu- 
dies. His intimacy with Pamphilus and others. The Diocletian _ 
ſecution when be _ ihe fovenc in Palsſtine. P 
into Priſon, Bs and _ Studies there. T bois hop 
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for Origen. Pamphilus his Trial and Martyrdome. His Learning 
and great Charity, Euſebius his journey into Agypt. The great 
ſeverity of the Perſecution in thoſe Parts. His impriſonment there. 
Vindicated from the Charge of offering Sacrifice, His writing againſt 
Hierocles.  Hierocles who, and what his Books againſt the Chriſtian;, 
Theſe Books anſwered by Euſebius ; and this prov'd to be our Euſebius, 
His being made Biſhop of Czlarea, and the eminency of that Sees Hts 
oration at the Dedication of the Church at Tyre. The Licinian perſc- 
cution. The Arian controverſie, His interceding with Alexander «of 
Alexandria, in behalf of Arius, and his Letter to that purpoſe. The 
Synod of Nice. Euſebius his honourable place and imployment in that 
Council ; his explication of that place, The Lord created me, &c. His 
Letter to the People of Czlarea, about the Afﬀairs of the Nicene Synod, 
the Creed, the explication of the Articles, and his Subſcription to them. 
Some brief remarques upon that Epiſtle. Conſtantine's Letter to him 
about the rebuilding of Churches, and his care for the deſtruttion of 1ds- 
latry. Evuſebius's Letter to the Empreſs Conſtantia, concerning the 
Image of our Saviour. His Chronicon, what, and when written. His 
Eccleſtaſtick Hiſtory, and Books de locis Hebraicis. Hrs Commentaries 
de Przparatione & Demonfratione Evangelica. The time of their be- 
ing written ſtated. The Synod at Antioch, and Depoſition of Euſtathius, 
Euſebius his refuſal of that See, and commendation from the Emperor 
upon that account. The Dedication of Conſtantinople. The Emperor's 
Letter to Euſebius, to provide Bibles for the new eretted Churches there. 
The Council at Tyre. Euſebius's rude treatment there by Potamo Biſhop 
of Heraclea. The Dedication of the magnificent Church of the Sepulchre 
at Jeruſalem. Euſebius his Orations upon that occaſion. His Book of the 
Deſcription of that Church. His Oration de laudibus Conſtantini, 
where, and upon what occaſion. His writing againſt Marcellus, when, 
and why. Marcellus who. The death of Conſtantine, and his Charatter. 
Euſebius his Books de vita Conſtantini, ad the deſign of them. Euſe- 
bius's death, and ſucceſſor. His admirable learning, and excellent works, 
His collefting Church-antiquities, and how qualified for it. His Style, 
and Photius his cenſure of it. The charge of Arianiſm heavily laid upon 
him. An attempt towards his Vindication by a general Apology, and by 
many particular paſſages ont of his writings. Who his Apologilts among 
the Ancients, Condemy?d by the ſecond Nicene Council, and why, The 
Charafters given him, and Honours done him in the Weſtern Church. 
The moderate cenſare of Pope Pelagius. Baronius his particular pique 
againſt him, whence. The ſtory of Conſtantine's being baptized at Ni- 
comedia conſidered. The truth of Euſebius his relation juſtified ag ainſt 
Baronius. What allowance to be made for the harſh expreſſions in Eule- 
bins his works. His writings enumerated. 


=110NTSIUS Biihop of Alexandria (that we 
may thence commence our deſign in this , where 
we concluded the foregoing ſeculum) died 417. 
Imp. Gallieni. XI1. Chr. EC L XVI. immedi- 
ately after the firſt Council held at Aptioch,where- 
in the irregular DoQrines and Practices of Par.- 
. lus Samoſatenns Biſhop of that Church, were dil- 
« r:c1, 1.9. c. Cuſs'd and cenſur'd. About this time Exſebius was born, whence en- 
5.9. 277- tring upon the Aﬀairs of that Counci], he calls * it 77s x90 7ugs yomes 
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his own age, and elſewhere affirms > that Djonyſias liv'd in his time. » 114. 3.6.58. 

That he was born in Pa'e/t:xe there can be no doubt, the Ancients pe — <P 

nerally giving him that Title, and himſelf calling c it his 0»z, or his or png Y 

native home. The particular place of his nativity, though it cannot y. 532. 

certainly, may with greateſt probability be afſign'dro C/area, where 

we meet with the firſt notice of him, and to which he maintain'd a 

conſtant Relation to his dying day. Who, or what his Parents and 

Relations were, is unknown. MNicephorus 4 makes him Siſters Son to 

Pamphilus the Martyr, I believe upon no other warrant, than the great 

intimacy that was between them. They © who conceive him to have ; = Ars 1 
3 Elij. the ECC 

been Brother to Eyſcbius Biſhop of Nicomedia, do it upon the Autho- , 

rity of Arius; who ſo ſtyles him in his Letter * to that Biſhop. This <, -- wu 

conjeture (were the Evidence ſufficient) -I ſhould be inclinable e- c. 5. p. 21. 

nough to embrace, as what would give us a probable account, how 

he came to be ſo favourable to that party. But who ever impartially 

conſiders the matter, will ſee reaſon to think, that Ari#s intended no 

more than that he was his Brother in the Epiſcopal Order, or in ſome 

other collateral reſpe&. Sure I am, the Vicomedian _—_— in his 


- X . | . s Ap. Theod. 
Letter ® to Paalinus of Tyre, written immediately upon the receit of A &.6 4.22 


d H.Fccl. l. 6: 
G 37» þ+ 435» 


that of A4rivs, gives him no other Title than that of Azowms my 
Lord,or Maſter : Beſides that I believe it unprefidented in the Records 
of thoſe times, for two own Brothers to have only one and the ſame 
name. His younger years were- intirely conſecrated to Arts and 
Learning, to Philolophy and ſeverer Studies, wherein he became as 
great a Maſter, as any of the age he liv'd in. What Tutors he had 
in the rudiments of the Chriſtian Faith we find not, more than that 
he was ſometimes an Auditor * of Dorothens Presbyter of Antioch (he * Ec. 1. 7. 
flouriſhed under Cyril, who entred upon that See Ann.Chr.CCLXXIX,) © 3%? 254% 
one whom for his excellent parts, profound learning, and exemplary 
vertues, Diocletian himſelt had in great reverence and eſtimation, and 
_ made him his Commiſſoner for the Trade of Purple-dying at 
Jre. 

IL T HEOT EC NUS Biſhop of cue dying , Agapins * ſuc- * i4-y. 288. 
ceeded in that See, a man prudent and diligent in his Charge, and of 
a very kind and charitable temper. By him Pamphilus was ordained 
Presbyter of that Church, and it's like not long after Ex/ebius himſelf. 
Between which two commenc'd fo great a Dearnefs and League of 
friendſhip, that asSt. Hierom ſays, * they ſeem ro have had but one * 4pot. adv. 
Soul between them ; and Eſcbi#s to perpetuate the memory of ſo A#*.n # 
dear a friendſhip, aſſum'd the name of Pamphiles, a Title which he ans 
carries to this day. Beſides him, two more he mentions * of his fa- * V% ſr. 
miliar acquaintance, Pierins Presbyter of 4/exanaria, and Regent of A 
the Catechetic School there, who had ſometimes been Pamphilus his ol. 259. 
Maſter, one whoſe ſtri& life, and ſingular learning in all faculties gain'd 
him the Title of a ſecond Origen; and Meletius Biſhop of Sebaſtes in 
Pontus, a good man, and of incomparable Learning ; and fo extra- 
ordinarily eloquent, that he was commonly ſtyPd wt pet # Arhe3s 
the Atric honey, whoſe excellent converſe Eſebius enjoy'd, while for 
ſeven years together he ſheltred himſelf in Paleftine during the fol- 
lowing | Indeed as yet the ſtate of the Church was ſe- » £,; «, 5. 
rene and calm and rhe Sun ſhone very favourably upon them ; they 1.8. c x. 
liv'd undiſturb'd, ' and ſecurely enjoy'd the liberty of their Religion ; #?5* 
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many of them in favour at Court, and ſome admitted to great offices 


*jn the Empire, the Biſhops and Miniſters of Religion highly honoured 


by all, even by them that were ſtrangers to the Faith, Chriſtianity 
daily increas'd by numerous Converts, old Churches were repair'd, 
and new ones ereted more large and ſtately in every place. Thus 
ſtood the caſe with them, till their fins awakned the divine Juſtice, 
and provok'd it to let looſe the Storm upon them. 

III. ABOUT the entrance of the following Century, Dzocletian ha- 
ving routed and killed 4chillec#s governour ot Eg ypr (who had uſurp'd 
the Empire, drawn thoſe parts into Rebellion, and fortified himſelf 
in' A/exandria) return'd for Syria, and paſs'd through Pale/tive with 
young Prince Conſtantin in his company, at what time Exſcbins tells 
m us, he ſaw that young Prince, when the eyes and admirations of 
men were fix*d upon him, his tall and comely perſonage, the ſtrength 
and firmneſs of his body,but eſpecially the vertuesand endowments of 
his mind giving an early omen of the happineſs of his future reign, 
Not long after Diocletian _— with his Collegue M :ximian,entred 
Rome in a ſolemntriumph for the ſeveral victories which had of late 
been gain'd over the Barbarous Countries ; which. done, he return'd 
to Nicomedia, where he uſually kept his Court. And now he began 
to think it an affront and diſparagement to his other triumphs, to ſee 
the ancient religion of the Empire baffled and born down by Chriſtia- 
nity, and therefore reſolv'd to attempt the Suppreſſion, if not Extir- 
pation of it. To this purpoſe Imperial EdiQts » are iſſued out ; by the 
firſt commanding their Churches to be demoli[h'd, their Bibles to be 
burnt,perſons of Honour to be a may, turn'd out of their offices, 
and meaner perſons to loſe their liberty ; by a ſecond, that the Go- 
vernours of the Church ſhould be Impriſon'd, and by all methods of 
cruelty and torment, be compelPd to ſacrifice ; which were ſhortly 
after followed by freſh orders more fierce and bloody than the other. 
This perſecution began a little before Eaſter, 4mm. CCC. and with 
what fury it rag'd through all the Provinces of the Ez/terz Empire, 
Enſebias * has Jclar'd at large. We {hall only remarque a few of 
thoſe that ſuffer'd in Paletiz, and eſpecially at Cz/area, where Enſc bi- 
26 reſided, and was a fad SpeCtator of their —_ The firſt that 
came to tryal was Procopius, ? who obſtinately refuſing to doe facri. 
fice to the Gods, -was immediately beheaded at Ce/area ; followed 
herein not long after by A/pheus and Zyxcchens in the ſame way of Mar- 
tyrdom, and at the ſame place ; as on the ſame day with them, Ro- 
»:anus Deacon and Exorciſt of the Church of Ce/area, ſuffered at Ax- 
tioch. The next year was memorable for the Martyrdom of 7:0- 
theus 1at Gaza; of Timolaus, Dionyſins, Romulus, Ag aping, and ſeve- 
ral others beheaded at Ceſarea, And now it was that Dzocletian, ei- 
ther weary of the pompous Cares of Greatneſs, or vex'd to fee him- 
ſelf baffled by the conſtancy of Chriftians, laid down his Purple, and 
betook himſelf to the retirements of a' private life. But alas the 
Scene hereby did not loſe, but only ſhift its Actor. For Maximinw, 
who ſucceeded in that part of the Empire, carried on the ſame deſign 
with a freſh but more violent rage and cruelty, iſſuing out orders the 
following year to quicken the Governours of Provinces, in putting the 
Laws in tri execution againſt thoſe, that refus'd to comply with 
the publick Rites and Ceremonies of their Religion. To which = 
poſe 
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oſe while the Officers were making Proclamation at Ceſarea, * and 
Hmmooing men by Name out of a publick roll, Apphianws a young Gen- 
tleman of Lycia, and atthat time Schollar to Exſcbi#s, ſtole out of 
doors, (unknown to us, ſays Exſebius, who liv'd in the ſame houſe 
with him) and prefſing through the crowds and guards, caught hold 
on the hand of Urbanws the Preſident, then ready to offer Sacrifice, 
which he graſp'd ſo hard as forc'd him to let it fall, gravely repro- 
ving him Fe thoſe Impieties. Whereupon (as we may imagine) the 
ſevereſt torments became his portion, after all which he was thrown 
half dead into the Sea, his Brother Xdeſiws for the fame faQt ſuffering 
the ſame kind of Martyrdom, and almoſt at the fame time at Ae x- 
andria, not to mention what hapned in other places. 

IV. IT was now the fourth year of the Perſecution, when Mzxi- 
»inus © the Emperor came in Perſon to Ceſarea, there to ſolemnize 
his Birth-day, which was accordingly celebrated with infinite vatiety 
of Pomps and Shews. But all had been nothing, if ſome Chriſtian 
had not born part in the Triumphs of that day. Accordirtgly Agapize, 
who had been ſometime ſince ſentenc'd to wild Beaſts, was brought 
forth into the Amphitheater, and nothing prevaiPd with by the Em- 


Ubi ſup. c. 4 


p. 323, 324+ 


C iþ.c.6.p.325, 


peror's promiſes,was delivered over to the niercy of a She-Bear, who - 


only left him ſo much life, as to be able ſurvive till the next day, when 

reatſtones being tied to his feet, he was thrown unto the Sea. Not 
how after Euſcb:rs his dear friend Pamphilus was apprehended *\, and 
brought before Urbanws the Preſident, who endeavoured- by all the 
arts both of inſinuation and terror to bring him over.' ' But all in vain, 
the Martyr remain'd immoveable, and generouſly deſpis'd his threat- 
nings, which ſo enrag?d the Governour, that he commanded him'to 
be rack*d with the acuteſt tortures ; and when they had more than 
once rak'd his ſides, and torn off his fle{h with Iron-pincers, and yet 
that all this did not ſhake the firmneſs of his mind, he was ſent to 
keep company with the other Confeffprs in Priſan, the Preſident him- 
{elf being immediately after diſgracefully turn'd out of his office, and 
with ſhame enough condemn'd by the Emperor to dye. But it was 
not at all the race and torment Pamphilus endur*d, could fright 
Euſcbius from his friend ; he viſited him in Priſon, and diligently mi- 
niſtred to his occafions, and there they mutually imploy'd their time 
and pains to excellent and uſeful purpoſes. And as heretofore « they 
had publiſh'd the Greet Tranſlation of the Septuagint, taken out of 
Oricen's Hexapla,for the uſe ofthe Paleſtin Churches; fo now they com- 
pos'd an Elaborate Apology in defence of Origen, to vindicate him from 
choſe rude Cenſures and Reflexions, which the haſty and indiſcreer 
zeal of ſome had made upon his memory. *Tis true S. Jerom (for- 
getting what he had elſewhere ſaid * concerning this matter) more 
than once peremptorily denies * that Pamphilus either wrote this or 
any other Book. But Euſcb+us himſelf, who knew beſt, expreſly tells 
7 us, that it was the reſult of their joynt-endeavours; and Photies 


z more particularly, that the whole Work conſiſted of fix Books, the ;, 


223+ : 
T H. Eccl. 1.6, 


five firſt whereof were finiſh'd by Pamphilws in Priſon with Euſebins 


his aſſiſtance, the ſixth added by Euſcbius after the other's Martyrdom, 
and that it was deſign'd for the. conſolation of the- Martyrs who la- 
boured in the Mines, the chief of whom was Patermuthius, who 
ſhortly after was burnt at the Stake. 


V. TW O 
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% Flieron. pref. 
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Tom.3-).19. 


* de Script. 
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V. TWO full years Pamphils continued in Priſon, when Firmilian 

« 4+ Mart.Pal. * Urbans Succeſſor brought him to his fatal Trial. It hapned that 
c. 11-P+335- five Chriſtians of Egypt out of a great reverence to the Martyrs, had 
accompanied ſome Confeſſors that were condemn'd to the Mines in 
Cilicig;and being nowupan their return,tookCeſares in their way, where 

they were apprehended by the Watch that ſtood Sentinel at the Gates, 

to whom-freely confeſſing what they were, they were immediately 

carried before the Governor, and by his command laid in Irons. The 

next day they were again 4 ox before him, and Pamphilus alſo 

with his companions commanded to attend the Tribunal. What be- 

came of the Egyprian Martyrs,we are not now concerned to enquire -It 

came at laſt to Pamphilas his turn, whom the Judge knowing to be 

of an invincible Conſtancy and Reſolution, only ask'd of him, whe- 

ther he would yet comply. And _— receiv*d both from him and his 

fellows nothing but a flat denial, the laſt doom was paſs d upon them. 

But between Sentence and Execution in w_ Porphyrins, Pamphilaus 

his ſervant, a young man of good partsand learning, not above eigh- 

teen years of age, and boldly requeſts that the bodies of the dead might 

receive decent Sepulture. But he paid dear for his forward zeal, the 
Tormentors being commanded to exerciſe all their faculties upon him, 

who rak'd off his fleſh, till they had laid bare the moſt inward receſſes 

of his body, all which he endur'd with a moſt imcomparable pati- 

ence; after which being ordered to be burnt, he ſuck'd in the flames 

at a diſtance, entertaining his friends during the whole Scene of his 

m_—_ with a moſt ſerene undiſturb'd mind, till his Soul mounted 
up, leading his Maſter the way to Heaven, who ſhortly followed after 
him. But the rage of their enemies died not with them, the Preſi- 

dent commanding their dead bodies to be kept by a Military Guard 

four days and nights together, that none daring to fetch them off, 

they might remain a Prey to wild Beafts, But when beyond all ex- 

pectation neither Bird nor Beaſt, of Prey came near to touch them, 

(the providence of God defeating the malice of men) they were per- 

mitted to be decently interr'd. Thus have we brought Pamphilus to 

his Grave, a man of great Learning, but far greater Piety, He was 

» 8. Metaphy. a Phenician®, of no inconſiderable birth and tortunes, born at Bery- 
in Mort.Fa"P 74s, a City famous for the ſtudy of the Rowan Laws, where he bore 
7uxney. ſome ſecular offices in his younger years, and where being educated 
ex Enſth, under all the advantages of humane Arts, he next applied himſelf to 
the ſtudy of divine things, and was then made Presbyter of Ce/arc4. 

He was indefatigable in the purſuit of all parts of Learning, 

eſpecially the knowledge of the Scriptures, for which end he 

© Hieron, de ereted a Library © at Calves and repleniſh'd it with Books from all 
CO parts, yea, in a great meaſure'of his own writing, tranſcribing the 
ter Prixcip | —_— part of Orizex's Works with his own hand,which he there 
in Pſa!. 126, laid up, and which were extant in S.Jerow's time, which he tells us 
719:3-1-113- he valued as a moſt ineſtimable treaſure. His life was truly ftrift and 
16.c32-p.231 Philoſophical, 4 his Soul humble and mortifed, eminent his contempt 
nu vit. of the World, and his charity to the Poor, whom he reliev'd where 
are ever he met, and by the trueſt ſort of Charity —_ for their Souls, 
&fin.Ton.2. that they might not be deſtitute of the bread of life. And for this 
ch rpole he caus'd great numbers of Bibles to be copied out, which 
ie always kept by him, and freely beſtow'd upon any, whole Ry 

made 
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made them as willing to read them, as their Purſes made them un- 
able to procure them. | Yr 
VI. EUSEBIUS thus depriv'd of his dear Companion, either 
r0 mitigate the ſenſe of fo great a loſs, or to withdraw from the pre- 
ſent hear of the Perſecution, or it may be diſpatch'd upon ſome affairs 
of the Church, left Ceſare, and about this time, (for I cannot well 
place it ſooner) retir'd into Egypt ©, where he found the Perſecution 
{o far from abating, that it encreaſed together with the heats of the 
Climat, eſpecially in the parts about T hebais, where he tells us he 
daily beheld the moſt ſad and diſmal ſpeCtacles; many were rak'd 
to death with ſharp Shells inſtead of Pincers to tear off the fleſh, wo- 
men naked tied by one of their Legs and hoiſed up on high by En- 
gines prepared for that purpoſe; others tied by the feet togreat boughs 
of Trees, violently wreſted and forc'd together, which being let go, 
in a moment rent the bodies of the Martyrs all in pieces. Nor were 
the numbers leſs conſiderable, than the cruelties of rheir execution, 
twenty, thirty, ſixty, ſometimes a hundred in a day, ſome behead- 
ed, others burnt, till the very edges of their Swords were dulld, 
and the Tormentors themſelves, though relieving one another, tir'd 
out. All which time they diſcovered not only the higheſt conſtancy, 
but the moſt impatient deſire of Martyrdom, Sentence being no ſooner 
paſs'd upon the firſt, but others immediately crowded up to the Tri- 
bunal, confeſſing they were Chriſtians. During his reſidence in theſe 
parts, Enſebins was ſeized and thrown into Priſon : But how long he 
remained there, or by what means he was delivered thence, we no 
where find. Which has created a ſuſpicion with many, improv*d by 
others into a confident aſſertion, that he offered Sacritice, and baſely 
complied with his Perſecutors to procure his eſcape. This indeed 
wascharg'd *upon him by the Egyptian Confeſlors, and particularly 


* HA, Eccl.l.8, 
Ce 9. Þ. 300, 
ZOl, 


f Epiſt. Synod. 


by Potamo Biſhop of Heraclea, his fellow-priſoner. But then it is to 4l*x- 4p. 4- 


be conſidered, that they who ſuggeſted ' this were his avowed ene- 


than. Apol. 11 
þ+ $57. 4p. E- 


mies, who looking upon him as a Champion of the 4riax party, were pipb. Hereſ. 


willing to improve all rumours and jealouſies, though never ſo light 


and groundlefs, to his diſadvantage ; and that there. ſeems to have jz. 


been no other foundation for this ſuſpicion (as Potamo plainly con- 
feſſes) than meerly his being releas'd out of Priſon without thoſe 
badges of _ and cruelty upon his body, which ſome other of 
the Confeſſors underwent. Not to ſay, that had it been as they ſug- 
geſted, it would have been an inſuperable bar to his after-preferment 
in the Church, it being the ſevere diſcipline of thoſe days not to ad- 
mit any of the lapſed to places of dignity and authority in the Church, 
and where any ſuch- had done Sacrifice, they were immediately 
{tripp'd of their Eccleſiaſtical capacities, and though penitent were 
receiv'd to no more than a meer Lay-communion ; and Athanaſius 
himſelf tells ® us of A/erius the Cappadocian Sophiſt, that having a- 
crific'd to Idols under this very Perſecution, he could not for that rea- 


LXVIIIþ.30g« 
Edit.Grec.Ba- 


s de Synod. 
Arim. & $t- 


lexc. p. 684. 


ſon be admitted into the order of the Clergy. Whence F cannot but- vid. $ecr. 1. 2. 


note the diſingenuous and uncharitable cenſure of Baroniss*, who 
as he falls upon Enſcbius at every turn, ſo in this poſitively affirms not 
only that he did aCtually Sacrifice, and was interdifted the communion 
of the faithful, but that its highly probable that he procur'd i the 
Preſidency of ſonoble a Church as Ceſarea, by ſiniſter and evil arts, 
as 
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as to which he could not be regularly admitted by the conſtitutions 
of the Church. In which malicious infinuation had there bcen any 
truth, we ſhould not have faiPd to have heard of it in the Writers 
of thoſe times, when the zealous contentians of the ſeveral Farties 
ripp'd up whatever might make to the diſgrace of either. | 
7. The perſecution in the mean time was carryed on in /Zgypr,with 
all imaginable vigor and fiercenels, by the care of two zcalous Gover- 
nors, Calcianrs of Thebais, and Hierecles of Alexandria. This Hiero- 
cles had been ſometime ſince Judge at Nicomedia 1n Bithynia, where 
Diocletian kept his Court, and where Laftantius at that time taught 
Rhetoric, and for his aQtivity, eſpecially againſt the Chriſtians was, 
it's like, prefer'd to be Governor of Alexandria, for lo Epiphanins ex- 
preſly ſtiles him ; where he carried it with ſo high a hand againſt the 
Chriſtians, and proſecuted the Martyrs with ſuch intollerable feveri- 
ties, that Afazſins * in a fit of indiſcreet and immoderate zeal not only 
reprov'd, but ſtroke him on the Face. A man he was of wit and 
parts above the ordinary ſtandard, but poyſoned with inveterate pre- 
judices againſt the Chriſtians, whom he perſecuted both with his 
Sword and Pen. For he wrote two Books ' which in imitation of 
Celſus his av 4A; he intitled Ag991 Giannteas Tf0s YEARY Ls, as if 
not ſo much written againft, as addreſt to the Chriſtians, that by a ſly 
infinuation he might the eaſilier recommend himſclfro them ; where- 
in he attempted to prove the Scriptures to be guilty of falſhood and 
contradiQtion, ſo particularly examining every minute punQtilio, that 
Laftantius was ready to ſuſpeft him to have been an Apoſtate Chriſti- 
an ; the Apoſtles he endeavoured to ſhew to have been Cheats and 
Impoſters, rude and illiterate Perſons, and our Saviour himſelf a pub- 
lick Robber, that his Miracles were the Effe&ts of Magic, not com- 
parable with thoſe of Apollonins Tyanens, whom he equall'd with, and 
preferr'd before him. This Book Euſcbi«s took to task,and waving all 
other parts of it, as himſelf tells ® us, partly becauſe being tranſcrib'd 
to a tittle of other mens writings (I ſuppoſe he means Celſus or Por- 
phyry) they had been already anſwered by Origen, partly becauſe he 
himſelf defign'd to examine them elſewhere, as he did in his Books 
againſt Porphyryafterwards,) he now only attaqu'd that part of the 
@iazA1ns Wherein Fierocles had compar'd Apolloninus with our Savi- 
our, which he refuted by no other method, than by making ſome 
ſtrict reflections upon the Life of Apolonins, deſcribed by Phyloſtratus 
in VIIIBooks, all which he runs through with ſhort remarques,ſhew- 
ing Apollonius to be ſo unfit tobe compar'd with our bleſſed Saviour, 
that he ſcarce deſerv*'d the name of a true Philoſopher, or an honeit 
man. I confeſs ] find " one (a man otherways Learned and Judici- 
ous) ſtanding alone in this matter, peremptorily denying, that it was 
our Exſcbins that wrote this Confutation of Hierocles, but rather one 
of a later date, as ſeems evident from Hierocles his Books concerning 
Fate, which were not written till near a whole age after. But this 
objection would have eaſily vaniſh*d, had he conſidered, what to me 
is moſ} plain and evident, that our H#erocles could not be the Author 
of thoſe ſeyen Books concerning Fate and Providence, as wherein men- 
tion 15made of P/xtarch * the Athenian, who flouriſh'd about the be- 
ginning of the fifth Century, and was contemporary with Ol/ymprode- 


r4s, to whoſe judgment and cenſure ? he ſubmitted thoſe Books, _ 
who 
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who dedicated 4 his Roman Hiſtory (for that it was the ſame Olym- : = _M 
piodorus | make no Queſtion) to the younger Theodoſins, who began |; * 
not his Reign till the year CCCCVIII. Thoſe Books therefore be- 
long to a younger Hierocles mention'd by Suidas * and others, to * Sid. ir 
whom he aſcribes them, as alſo the moſt excellent Commen- ** #65 
tary upon the golden Verſes of Pythagoras, That which betray'd 
the man into the miſtake, was plainly this : He ſuppos'd © Euſebius * Vi; ſr. 
his diſſertation againſt Hierocles concerning Fate, to have been in an- #: 3% 
{wer to thoſe VII upon that Subje&t, mention'd by Phorins, When 
as Euſcbjus in that diſcourſe has not the leaſt relation to thoſe Books, 
but only makes ſome briefanimadverſions upon Apolonins his princi- 
ples concerning Fate, which he annexes as a ſuitable Appendage to 
the preceding Confutation, as is evident at firſt ſight beyond all ex- 
ception to any one that caſts his eye upon that Diſcourſe. After all 
which it were calie to juſtthe our Euſbin his title to this Book from 
the expreſs Teſtimony of Photius, * and the Faith of all ancient Copies, *co4.xxx1x 
which- bear his name in the Front of them. But of this enough. #24 

VIII. IT'S now high timeto return with Eyſcbius into Paleſtiz,where 
the perſecution ceas'd, Anno Chr. CCX. _ years after it began,as , _ —_ 
within two yearsafter the weather clear'd © up inall the Provinces 7.,.;.5. ,.25.. 
of the Eaſt, Conſtantine the Great, after his memorable Victory over 
Maxentius at the Milvian Bridge, declaring himſelf in favour of the 
Chriſtians, and writing in their behalfto Maximinus, who not daring 
to control the requeſt of ſo potent a Colleague, Ifſlued out his Let- 
ters to the Governors of Provinces, forbidding all rigorous proſecuti- 
onof them. About this time dyed Agapins Biſhop of Ceſarea, in whoſe 
room none was thought ſo fit to ſucceed as Euſebius, whole admirable 
learning, eminent ſervices, and peculiar relation to that Church re- 
commended him to the Government of ſo famous and renown'd a See. 
Ceſarea, lo called by Herod the Great, who beautified and enlarg'd it, 
in honour of Auguſtus Ceſar, had ever ſince been one of the greateſt 
Cities in thoſe parts, and from the fall of Jeruſalem, it had been the 
ſeat of the Procoxſul, and the Metropolis of the Province; a place not 
more celebrated * for its abundance and plenty, than for the neatneſs * »id de{rip. 
and elegancy of its buildings. Andas the fortunes of the Church in * $9%#- 
ſuch Caſes uſually ariſe with the ſplendor and greatneſs of the civil © © 
ſtate, it had been the Metropolitan Y See of Paleſtin, to which even » salſan. in 
Jeruſalem it ſelf was ſubje&t. And though the Fathers of the Nicene £7: VI Con- 
Synod thought fit to decree, * that according to ancient Cuſtom and 5 ;,;4. ;, © 
Tradition, honour ſhauld be paid to the Biſhop of Jeruſalem, yer ſtill car. vi1. 
it was with a reſervation, ſaving the Rights, the Power and Juriſdi- 7/71 327 
ion of its own Metropolis ; by which they undoubtedly mean Ce- þ. 116.  * 
area, as the Scholiaſts upon that Canon univerſally acknowledge, and * cn. VIE. 
1s, I think, granted by all. And thus ſtood the Caſe for ſome ages, 
till the Ambition of ſome Biſhops, and the great reverence which af- 
ter-times bore to the place of our Saviour's ſufferings and burial,turn'd 
pro Tables, and Ceſare became ſubject to the Patriarchate of Feru- 
ALE. 

IX. EUSEBIVUS plac'din fo conſpicuous a Throne,quickly be- 
came conſiderable among the Biſhops of the Eaſt, but with none more 
intimate than Parlinns Biſhop of T yre, formerly Presbyter of Antioch, 
at whoſe invitation Me perform'd a very folema Service upon wy OC- 
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calion. Among the happy influences of Conſtaztiz:'s favour and kind- 
neſs to the Chriſtians, 1t was not the leaſt, that the Houſes of God, 
which the jmpiery of the late times had demoli{h'd, began to rite 
up out of their duſt and ruins, and to grow up into fairer and moxe 
magnificent Fabricks than before ; and this not only by the Emperors 


* lieve, but by their particular encouragement and aſſiſtance. Nor 
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were Churches more cheerfully built by the bounty of Chriſtians, they 
with an equal piety they were folemaly dedicated to God's honour 
and ſervice, the Conſecrations being — celebrated with Prayers 
and Sermons, Hymns and Sacraments, and all poſſible expreſſion of 
mutual Love and Charity, the preſence of the Governors of the 
Church, and reſort of ſtrangers from all parts. In which number 
P:ulinzs of Tyre, partly by his own, partly by the contribution of his 
Friends, had erefſed a beautiful and ſtately Church, the faireſt jn all 
thoſe parts, at the dedication whereof, there being a general conflu- 
ence of the neighbour Biſhops, Exſeb;s had the honour to make that 
large and elegant Oration, yet extant * in the body of his Hiſtory 3 
wherein after a grateful commemoration of the care and goodneſs 
of the divine Providence, that had ſo ſtrangely turn'd their 1 cars and 
Sorrows, into Muſick and Triuwphs, and eſpecially that-the folemni- 
ties of their Religion, and the places of divine Worſhip had been with 
advantage reſtored to them ; and had therein recommended the pizty 
and diligence of the Biſhop of that place ; he particularly deſcribes 
the ſeveral parts and ornaments of that magnificent ſtructure, toge- 
ther with their myſtical aſpeRs and ſignifications, concluding, as he 
os. with a paſſionate addreſs to all, to joyn unanimoully in a hear- 
ty love and admiration of the divine Goodneſs ; an Honour and Vene- 
ration ſuitable to thoſe mighty bleſſings that had been heap'd upon 
them. This was done 4z». CCCXIV. Or at molt the following year. 
But alas, this pleaſant ſerenity of affairs laſted not long, Licinins rhe 
Eaſtern Emperor laying aſide * the Mask of his diſſembl'd kindneſs to 
the Chriſtians, by which he had hitherto impos'd upon Conſtantine, 
fell now with great ſeverity upon them, not only baniſhing them 
from Court, and all Offices of Truſt and Power, but purſuing them 
with cruel Edits, proceeding againſt their Eſtates and Perſons, by 
Oppreſſion and Violence, by Rapine and Confiſcation, by Exile and 
Impriſonment, and by the moſt bloody and barbarous kinds of Death 
and Torment. The Gentile-religion he induſtriouſly reviv'd, and en- 
deayoured to reſtore it not only to Life, but tovts ancient Power and 
Splendor. - This opportunity YValeſius ſuppoles < Exſebins took to write 
his Books, de Preeparatione & Demonſtratione Evangelica ; as indeed 
the Occaſion was very fit and proper. But that they could not be 
written till ſeveral years after this, we ſhall ſhew afterwards. 

X., BUT though the'Liciziaz Tempett was fierce and boiſtrous, 
yet aroſe there at this time a ſtorm of another nature, that in ſome 
reſpects was more troubleſome to the Church, than all the Pagaz 
perſecutions. I mean the Ar:az controverſie, whereof we ſhall ſpeak 
more particularly in the Life of 4thanaſins, the proper ſeat of that ſto- 
ry, conſidering it here no farther, than as Euſebivus was concern'd in 
it. Arias like a ſubtle and deſigning man, had by couching his mind 
in ambiguous terms, and denying at one time, what he affirm'd at 
another, ſo conceal'd the venom of his Propoſitions, that he fo far = 
pos' 
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poy'd upon ſeveral Biſhops of the Ef, and particularly upon our 
Euſcbins, as to write to Alexander Biſhop of Alexandria, Arius his Di- 
ocelan, by whom he had been excommunicated, to readmit him to 
Communion. What uſe the crafty Heretick made of theſe Letters is 
ealie to imagine, infomuch that Alexander look*t upon himſelf, as un- 
der a neceſſity by publick Letters to repreſent the true ſtate of the 
Caſe, and in one to Alexander 4 of Byzantium, he cliarges the three 
Syrian Biſhops (meaning, no queſtion, Enſcbins of Ceſarea, Theodotiss 
of Laodrcen, and Panlinus of Tyre) as giving too much couritenance and 
encouragement to the Ariax party, declaring that Arias and all his 
followers were expelPd the Church, and that no niant ought to re- 
ceive or entertain them. This, Aris in his Epiſtle © to the Nicome- 
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dian Euſcbins interprets, as particularly putting our _—_— and ſeve- * ** 


ral others under an Anathema, as whom he ſuppos'd of the ſame Opi- 
nion with himſelf, Exſebjus netled hereat, writes * to Alexander, 
telling him, ** that his Letters had wrong'd Arins and his followers, 
« when they charg'd them with affirming, that the Sun like other 
<« things was mv out of things that were not ; wheh as they pro- 
« duc'd their own Letters written to himſelf, containing an account 
« of their Faith, wherein they expreſly declare, that the God of the 
&« Old and New Teſtament, had from eternal ages begotten his only 
& begotten Son; by whom he made the World and all things there- 
* in; andthat he begot him not ſeemingly, but truly and really, un- 
« changeable, immutable, the perfe&t produftion of God (for ſo 1 
© preſume to render #[;94ux 78@:s) but not as one of the Creatures. 
More he has there to the ſame purpoſe, to ſhew how much Alexander 
had miſrepreſented them, and paſlibly the caſe had been much clear- 


er, hadthe Epiſtle been intire ; though by what of it is now extant, 
one would think, either that the Aria ——— were not ſo thick 

em, or that they rendred 
them more ſpecious and plauſible at firſt fight, in which 
ſome men of moderate and unprejudic'd minds were willing to un- 


and groſs as their Enemies repreſented t 
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derſtand them. This I ſhould be ready enough to believe, but that 


in the cloſe of that Epiſtle, /here mentioned by Euſebius, but extant 
intire both in Athanaſius and Epiphanins) they ſeem plainly to retra&t 
what before they had granted : Which it may be Exſebius never ſaw ; 
if he did, he had kinder thoughts of them than they did deſerve. 4- 


lexandey nothing mollified. * kept firm to his reſolutions, whereupon 


Arias diſpatch'd away Meſſengers to our Euſebius, Paulinus of Tyre, 
and Patroyhilus Biſhop of Scythopolis, begging, that by their Counte- 
nance and Affiſtance, he, and thoſe of his party, might as they had 
been wont aſſemble their People, and exerciſe their Miniſteries in 
their ſeveral Pariſh-Churches. The matter being canvaſgd in a 
Aamecting of the Pa/e/tine Biſhops, they agreed to the requeſt, affirm- 
ing, that they might do fo, but that withal they ſhould yield ſub- 
miſhon to their Bilhop, and uriweariedly follicit and importune him, 


that they might be received to Peace and Communion with him. 


s 300m. H. 
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XI. T H E Controverſie being grown beyond all private Methods of 


compolure, C onſtantin?, Ann. Chr, CCCXXV. ſummon'd a General 
Council of Biſhops from moſt parts of the Chriſtian World for the de- 
ciſion of it, which accordingly mer at Nice, where our Euſebias had 


» De vit.conſt. 


l. 3, Cs I's 


þ- 489. Sozom. 


the firlt feat " on the right Wing of thie Benches near the Emperor, # £1. 1. 
| an 


C 2 


q © 19: 1+ 433 


_ The Life f Eusts1us. 


and the honour to entertain him with an Oration in the name of the 

As Synod at his coming thither. This was that Oration that he made 
On _— at Copſtantine's Vicennglia, when, as he tells i us, he beheld that great 
' 11495" Conqueror campaſe'd round with the ſervants of God, and diſplay'd 
the grodpels of Heaven, and the greatneſs of the Emperor, with ju 

Praiſes and Commendations. A piece of ſervice not more acceptablg 

to that Prince, than honourable to himſelf. Indeed how conlidera- 

ble a part he bore in that great Aſſembly, may appear by what the 

k Gel.Cyz, 8. Hiſtorian * of that Council reports (though 1 confeſs not mention'd 
_ guy by any other) that when one of the Philoſophers whom Arias had 
© * ©. brought along with him to diſpute on his fide, preſs'd that place, 
Kve:G. Elio ue The Lord created me the beginning of his ways, as plain- 

ly deſtruCtive of our Lord's Divinity, Exſcb:us was commanded by the 

Synad to undertake him upon that argument, who waving the uſual 
explications of that place, he inſiſts upon this, that this is not ſpoken 

in the perſon of the Son of God, but of that Azam (Goa, that humane 

and rational wiſdom,which God at firſt planted in man, when he cre- 

ated him after his own Image. And becauſe he foreſaw it would be 

abjeted, that the wiſdom here ſpoken of was before the reſt of the 

Creation, he affirms, that the material World was indeed aQtually 

made before it, but that this wiſdom and man as the SubjeQ of it 

were firſt in the puxpoſe and deſign of Cod. The particulars of the 

diſpute are too tedious to be here inſerted, he concludes withan ad- 

dreſs to the Philoſopher, not to ſuffer himſelf to be led aſide out of the 

common xoad of the Apoſtolick Faith, to apply his mind to truth, 

without reſpe& to hatred or parties, by which means he would quick- 

ly underſtand that the Son of God was not a Creature, but the very 

maker and founder of the whole Creation. Among many things thax 

induce me to disbelieve the account of theſe diſputations, and particy- 

hrly of this paſſage of E,ſcbivs, this is not the leaſt, the odd inter- 

pretation which - Ex/ebins here gives of this ſo much controverted 

place. For though the Greek Fathers, who generally underſtood no 

Hebrew, were frequently at a loſs about it, as it lies in the Verſion of 

the Septyggint, the only Tranſlation they made uſe of, yet Euſcbius, 

who was ſomewhat $kilPd in the original Text, was capable of giving 

a more eaſie and natural folution of it. And accordingly elſewhere 

i contr. Marcet. 1 we find him expounding it of the Son of God, and expreſly aſſert- 
lib. 3- 6-2 10g, that if it were meant of creating, it could not be underſtood,as 
voy > iff had proceeded from not being into being,ſeeing he did ſubſiſt and 
oo 6 preexiſtent and preſubſiſtent to the whole Creation, but ra- 
ther that ut might denote, that God had appointed and conſtituted 


- 


him to be Prince and Head of all things ; that the Hebrew Text had 
nothing concerning God's creating him, the Word Caaſignifying to 
poſſeſs, and fo he obſerves both 4qui/a,Symmachas, and Theodotion ren- 
der it, the Lord poſſeſſed me the beginning f his ways, that is, he whom 
the Father begot as his only begotten Son, was the Head of all 
things, that were made, both viſible and inviſible, both as to their 

' Creation and Salvation; that there was a wide difference between 
Zhos Created, and exhimm Poſſeſſed, the one noting after the ordi- 
nary manner of creation, a proceeding from non-exiſtence into a ſtate 
of being,the other a poſſeſſing ſomething preexiſtent,and a moſt pecu- 
liarly diftinguiſhing propriety towards him that poſſeſſes it:Sothat on 
on 
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Son of God in that place at oncerepreſents both his own preexiſtence 
and peculiar propriety to his Father, and alfothat benefit and advan- 
tage, which his Fathers Works would receive by his Providence and 
Adminiſtration. Whichis the Sum, and as neer as may be the very 
words, of what he more largely diſcourſes upon this Subject. 

XIl. GREAT were the pains which the Fathers of the Council 
took to convince Arius and his Party, and to fatisfie the doubtful and 
the: ſcrupulous, the moderate endeavouring to find out ſome expedi- 
ent to heal the breach. To which end Euſebius brought in a Conte: , 
ſion of Faith, wherein he hop'd both parties might agree, which 
though well approy'd of, yet nor being thought G"_ enqugh in 
the rhain Article, was with ſome little alteration andaddition, eſpeci- 
ally of the -» 6ygsnoy or word Conſubſtantial, drawn up into a Rtanding 
Creed. T his form Euſebius at firſt dillik'd, and very minutely can- 
vaſgd and debated the matter, but conſidering how much the Peace « ,;.. 4, 
of the Church ought to over-rule all private ſentiments, and niceties decrer. fn.ve. 
about words, he the next day ſubſcrib'd ® the common Creed. OF fy rag 4 
all which he gave an account in a Letter to the People of his Charge, = zz:.op. Secr. 
(though, as 7 heodoret thinks, it was more particularly deſign'd, to # £4 & 1. 
give fatisfation to ſome Perſons ia that City, deeply leaven'd with Tz. i. 7: 
Arian principles, and who ſcem'd to challenge himas having betray'd «. 12.9, 36. 
and given up their cauſe. The Letter is ſomewhat larger than ordi- SD ny 
nary, and conſiſts of expreſſions not very capable of being properly co. 252. *-5j 
rendred into our Language; yet becauſe it cortains the TranſaQions of © 8. 5.18. 
that Synod, ſo far as they relate to him, we ſhall here inſert it. * CR, 
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HO UGH I doubt not, dear Brethren, but that before this you 
have heard by ſome other hand, what things have been debated con- 
cerning the Faith of the Church in the great Council of Nice, ſince report is 
wont to out-run the true account of things ; yet to the end that ſuch reports 
may not repreſent things atherwiſe to you than indeed they are, we have 
thought it neceſſary to end you, firſt, the Confeſſion of Faith, which we pro- 
pounded, and next the other, which with ſome addition to ours the Synod 
eftablifÞ'd. The forns propos'd by us, and which was read in the preſence of 
the moſt ſacred Emperor, and ſeem'd to be lid and apprav'd by all, was in 
this manner. The expolition of our Faith. As we have recero?d it from 
the Biſbops, who were our predeceſſors, both when we were firſ# inſtrutted 
in the rudiments of the Faith, aud when afterwards baptized into it ; as 
we have learn't from the holy Scriptures,and both believed and taught, not 
only when we ſuſtain'd the Office of Presbyter, but ſince we cane 10the Epiſ. 
co -_ Station, ſo do we ſtill believe, and produce this as the account of our 
atth; 
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of all things 
viſible and inviſible 2 And in one Low Jeſus Chriſt, the 
of Gd, Light 
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day, and aſcended to the Father, and ſhall come again with Glozp to 
judge both the quick and the dead. TUe believe atſo in one holy Ghoſt, 
Each of theſe { Perſons] TUs believe to beand to ſubſiſt, the Father tru- 
iy the Father, the Son truly the Son, and the holy Ghoſt truly the ho- 
ly Ghoſt : ASour Low himſelfwhen he ſent fo2th his Diſciples to]:each, 
ſaid to them, Go teach all Nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Ghoſt. Concerning whichwe 
alſo declare the ſame to be our ſence,that we hold this now, that we have 
ever hitherto held the ſame, and that we hall holdit to the death, firm- 
ly perſevering in this Faith, and Anathematizing every impious Þere- 
ſie, All which we p2ofeſs befoze Almighty God, and our Low Jeſus 
Chriſt, that we have ſincerely, aud from our very hearts maintain'd 
ever ſince we were capable to underſtand our ſelves, that we ſtill do re- 
ally think and ſpeak the ſame things, being ready to give you all aſſu- 
_ _ ——_—_——— heretofo2e we have conſtantly ſo believ'd 

wach. 


aving thus declared our Faith, it met with no contradiction, yea the 
moſt holy Emperor himſelf” firſt pronounc'd it to be ſound and right, affirm- 
ing that himſelf was of the ſame mind,and exhorting all others unanimouſly 
ro aſſent and ſubſcribe to this Dottrine, adding only the word Conſubſtan- 
tial zo it, which alſo he expounded, affirming, that the Sow was mot ſaid to 
be Conſubſtantial according to corporeal affettions, or that he did ſubſiſt of 
his Father by any kind of Seftion or Diviſion ; it being impoſſible that an 
immaterial, intellettual and incorporeal Nature ſhould admit any corporeal 
paſſion ; but that theſe things were to be underſtood in a divine and ſecret 
way. And ſo did the moſt wiſe and religious Emperor diſcourſe about theſe 
matters. The Biſhops taking advantage of the Emperors propoſal concern- 
ing the word ougenG« drew up the following Creed. 


The Faith agreed on in the Synod. 


E believe itone God, the Father Almighty, maker of all things 
viſibleand inviſible : And in one Low Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of 
God, the only begottenof the Father, thatis, ofthe ſubſtance of the Fa- 
ther ; God of God, Light of Light, very Gov of very God ; begotten, 
not made, of the ſame fubſtance with the Father,by whomall things were 
made, which are inÞeaven and in Earth : Tho fo2 us men and fo2 our 
Salvattoncame down, and was tncarnate,and was made man,andſuffer- 
ed; thethirdday he roſe again, aſcended into Heaven, and ſhall come to 
judge the quick and the,dead. -And in the holy Ghoſt. But fo2 thole that 
ſay, there was a time when he was not, o2 thathe wasnot before he was, 
02 that he was mare of things that had no eriffence ; o2 that affirm the 
Son of God to be of any other ſubſtance o2 eſſence , 02 that he was 
created, 02 is obnortous to change 02 alteratton ; all ſuch the Catho- 
lick and Apoſtolick Church of Hod doe anathematize and reject. 


No ſooner was the matter dizeſted into. this form, but we were eſpecially 
careful to examine thoſe Phraſes, of the ſubſtance of the Father, axd 
conſubſtantial with the Father. This begat warious Lneſtions and An- 


ſwers, and an accyrate weighing the true importance of them. They ac- 
| Y knowledg- 
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knowledg d that theſe words (of the Subſtance). d/d imply,rhat the Son was 
of the Father, but not as a part of him. Which notion it ſeemed very rea- 
ſonable to 5 to embrace, ſeeing the true Doftrine teaches, that the Son is 
of the Father, but yet no part of his Subſtance. Wherefore we alſo gave 
our aſſent to it, not rejefting the very word Canſubſtantial for peace ſake; 
and that we might not decline from the right ſence of things. Upon the 
ſame account we approv'd thoſe terms, begotten, not made ; where they 
told us that (made) was 4 word common to all other Creatures that were 
made by the Son, with which the Son bimſelf had no reſemblance ; that 
therefore he ws no Creature, like to any thing made by hixs, but of a Sub- 
ſtance far more excellent than any created Being ; which the divine Oracles 
teach to be of the Father, by an ineffable manner of Generation, which 
can neither be expreſs*d, no nor comprehended by anycreated Underſtanding. 
So likewiſe for this, that the Soy is Conſubſtantial, or of the ſame eſſence 


———_  ————— 


with the Father, upon debate it was agreed, that this was not to be under- ' 


ſtood after any corporeal Mode, or the manner of mortal Creatures, it not 
being capable of ſo being either by diviſion of the Subſtance, or by abſciſion, 
or by change of the eſſence end power of the Father, his unbegotten nature 
being utterly inconſiſtent with any one of theſe : But that this, that he is 


Conſubſtancial with the Father, ſienified ns more, than that the Son'of 


God had no kind of ſimilitude with any Creatures, but mas only, and in 
all things like unto this Father that begat him, not of any other ſubſiſtence 
or eſſence, but of the Father. Which being ſo explain'd, it ſeemw'd very 
juſt and reaſonable we ſhould aſſent to it. Ferafuack as we know that 
ſome of the learned and famous Biſhops and Writers of ancient times, in 
explaining the divinity of the Father and the Son, have ns'd this word, 
Conſubſtantial. And ſo much for the Faith here eſtabliſhed, to which 
we all conſented, wot raſhly and inconſiderately, but in the fences alledged, 
diſcus*d before the moſt religious Emperor, and for the reaſons above men- 
tron'd _ by all. And for the Anathema affex*d by theme at the exd 
of the Creed, we readily own it, 4s what prohibits men to uſe unſcriptural 
terms, from whence has ariſen all the confuſjon and diſturbaxce in the 
Church. For ſceing the Divinely inſpired Scripture no where makes uſe of 
theſe expreſſions, #5 ow ovmoy of things not exiſtent, ad, there was a 
time, when he was not, and the reſt there mention'd, it ſeems irratio- 
wal and abſurd, that they ſhould be us'd or taught. To which wiſely con- 
triv'd ſentence we readily gave our ſuffrage, having never heretofore ac- 
caſtom*d our ſelves to ſuch expreſſions. [Nor do we think it unfit to rejet# 
this, that, he w.us not before he was begotten, it being confeſs d by all, that 
the Son of God was preexiſtent to his Fucarnation : Tea,onr moſt Religious 
Emperor has (hewn, that as to his divine Generation, he mas before all 
IWerlds. For before he was in Ai, he was potentially in the Father by a 
certain unbegotten way, the Father being always a Father, as always a Kjng 
4nd a Saviour, being all things in reſpett of Power, always and as to all 
things the ſame. | Theſe things, beloved, we thought neceſſary to acquaint 
you with, that you might know with how much caution we firſt ſtood off, and 
then yielded our aſſent, and how not without reaſon, we reſiſted till the lft 
minute, ſo long as there was any thing othermſe written that might give 
offence; but afterwards quietly embra”d what was inoffenſive, after that, 

aving candidly examin'd the meaning of what was ſaid, it appear d 
that they were conſonant to that confeſſion of Faith which we had firſt propos'd. 
We ſalute you with the Brother-hood together with you,viſhing you, honour'd 
Brethren, to farewell in the Lord. Such 
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Such was the Letter which Exſebius ſent to his C.eſareans, to let 
them know how affairs went in the Council,-to prevent miſ-reports 
concerning himſelf, and to aflure them he had-{ubſcrib'd no other 
Do&rine, than what he had always delivered to tfiem. TI ſhall make 
no other reflections upon the Epittle it ſelf, than that hence *tis evi- 
dent, that whatever the Arians pretended concerning the novelty of 
the terms in the Vicene Creed, the word: oygza@. whereat they moſt 
boggled was of a more ancient date, us'd by the Fathers in the prece- 
dent ages of the Church : And that when ever- Euſcbius ſpeaks of 
Chriſt as in any ſence created, he always: means it of a divine pro- 
duction, to wit, his eternal Generation ; that he never denies him 
to be of the ſame ſubſtance with the Father in = other ſence, than 
as the divine nature is incapable of diviſion or ſeparation after the 
manner of corporeal Beings. The Reader may farther remark, that 
that paſſage in the cloſe of the Epiſtle concerning Chriſt's being a&«. 
ally and potentially in the Father, is confus'd and obſcure, and indeed 
the whole Period, which we have included within Breaks, is not ex- 
tant in this Epiſtle as *tis in Socrates, nor in that tranſlated by the an- 
cient compiler of the 7ripartite Hiſtory, Whence one of theſe two 
things uy follows, either that they left it out as adangerous,and 
unaccountable paſſage, or (which to me ſeems more probable) that 
not being in the Original Copy of this Epiſtle, it was ſhuffled in b 
ſome other hand: For I cannot think Socrates would have been gui 
ty of ſo much both imprudence and unfaithfulneſs, as when he pre- 
tends to give the whole, to cut off, and conceal part of fo confide- 
rable a. Letter, and which being almoſt in every hand, muſt needs 
ſoon diſcover. the Fraud. 

XIII. This great Aſſembly being ended,Conſtantine went on in his de- 
ſigns for the Eſtabliſhment and Propagation of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on. He had not long before the Synod upon his Vittory over Lici- 
nius,written ® to the Biſhops in every Province to take care for the re- 
pairing and re-edifying of Churches ,and the ereQting others more large 
and beautiful,commandingCharges to that end to be allowed out of his 
own Exchequer.His Letter to Exſebias is (till extant;? wherein he tells 
him,he could not but ſuppoſe that the Impiety and Tyranny of the late 
times had made ſtrange havock and devaſtation of Churches, and 
that the divine Providence by his Migiftry having overcome the Dra- 
202, and reſtor'd liberty and fafety, it could not but have a mighty 
force upon the moſt prejudic'd and incredulous, to bring them into 
the way oftruth : That therefore he ſhould take care of what Churches 
were within his juriſdiQtion, and give the fame notice to all Biſhops, 
Presbyters and Deacons of his acquaintance, to uſe peculiar diligence 
in this matter, that what Churches were yet ſtanding might be re- 
paired, or enlarged, and where need was, new ones erected ; and 
that what was neceſlary to this purpoſe, he, and others by his means, 
ſhould require of the Governors of Provinces, and the Prztorian Pra- 
fea, to whom he had given Orders to be aſſiſtant to him in any thing 
he ſhould demand of them. Nor was he more careful to advance 
the true Religion, than to depreſs the falſe, eſpecially to deſtroy the 
Monuments of Pag az Idolatry and Superſtition. There ſtood 4 in Pa- 
leſtine an aged Oak calld Mamre, which conſtant Tradition avow'd 
to have remain'd ſince the time of Abraham, who dwelt there, and 
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under it entertain'd the Angels that appear'd to him. Here wa 

annually holden a famous Mart, frequented by a numerons concourſe 

of Chriſtians, Jews and Geztites from all the — Nations , 

partly to vend their ſeveral Commodities, partly to exerciſe the ſeve- 

ral Rites of their Religions. For which __— there were Statues 

and Altars, and Sacrifices continually made upon them. Notice 

whereof being given to Conſtantine, by the pious Princeſs his Mother 

Hel-», he immediately ſent diſpatches .to Acacrims the Governour about 

it, and wrote * to Euſcbivus, Macarins, and the reft of the Paleſtine , Ser. tpifel 

Biſhops, letting them know how much he reſented the Profanation .;. x. loc.cit- 

of ſo venerable a Place ; that -a Place that had been honoured with <52,534-595- 

ſo manydivine Apparitions and Teſtimonies from Heaveri, ſhould be 

proſtituted to ſuch lewd Idolatry ; a thing unfit in it ſelf, and unbe- 

coming the Piety of his Reign: That therefore he had ordered the 

Images to be burnt, the Altar to be demoliſhed, the Sacrifices to be 

aboliſhed, and a Church to be built in the Place ; where nothing but 

the pure Worſhip of God might be performed. . Which if any ſhould 

dare to oppoſe, upon their Intimation to him, he ſhould be puniſhed 

according to the juſt Demerit of his Impiety and Folly. About this 

time I ſappoſe it was (though I cannot certainly adjuſt the particular 

year) that Conſtantia, Conſtantine's Siſter, and relift of the late Em- 

perour Licinivs, wrote to Enſebins as Metropolitan of Paleſtine, de- 

firing him to ſend her the Image or Pifture of our Saviour. To which, 

checking her vicious Curioſity, he returns this {mart Anſwer. © © Be- © zz. in conc. 

© cauſe (fayes he) you delire me to fend you rhe Image of Chriſt, tell - 4G 

*© me which, or what kind of Image of Chriſt it is you mean. Is it © 

* that real and unchangeable Form, that naturally . bears the Cha- 

&« racers of himſelf? Or that which he took upon himfor our Sakes, 

*«© when hecloathed himſelf with the Form of a Servant? As tothe 

« Form of God, I ſuppoſe you enquire not after it, being inſtructed 

« by himſelf, that no man knows the Father but the Son, neither 

« does any man ſufficiently know the Son, but only the Father that 

* begat him, You theretore AR deſire the Image of the 

&« Form of a Servant, that bodily ſhape which he undertook for us. 

* But even this. we know, to be taken into Partnerſhip with the 

© Glory of the Deity, and what was Mortal to be ſwallowed 

* up of Life. What Painter then, with a few dead and inanimate 

© Colours, a few Life-leſs lines and ftroaks, could be able to take 

* the reſplendent luſtre of ſo much Majeſty and Glory ; when the 

* divine Diſciples themſelves were not able to look upon him in the 

* Mount, but fell upon their Faces, confeſſing they were unable to 

« bear ſuch a ſight ? If therefore his bodily ſhape was ſo much altered, 

* and deriv'd ſo much Power from the Divinity that dwelt in it ; 

© what may we fay it is, now that he has put off Mortality, and be- 

* ing waſl'd from all ſhadow of Corruption, has exalted the ſhape of 

© his ſervile Form, into the Glory of a Lord and God? as now it is; 

* ſince his Victory over Death, his Aſcention into Heaven, bein 

© ſeated upon a Throne of Majeſty, at his Fathers right hand, and his 

* reſting in the unconceivable and ineffable Boſom of his Father, into 

* which, while he was aſcending to retake Poſſeſſion, the holy Ant- 

oi followed him with Hymns and Praiſes, faying, Lift up your 

© Gates, Oe Princes, and be ye bft = ye everlaſting s pe, the 
" 
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© King of glory ſhall come in. Such was his Anſwer to the Empreſles 
Meſſage. For which free and impartial Cenſure the Fathers of the 
ſecond Council of Nzce, the great Patrons of Image Worſhip, fall 
upon him with hard words, ad CharaQters of reproach ; as upon the 
ſame account Baroxius and they of the Church of Rome, their Succeſſors 
in that Doftrine and PraQtice, {till do at this day. 

XIV. THE Church at this time was in a very calm and quiet 
State, freed from forreign Perſecutions by the late Victory over L:- 
cinius, and rendred more peaceable within it. ſelf by the Synodical 
Determination lately made of the 4ria» Controverſie. And about this 
time E/cbjius, probably, ſet himſelf ro compoſe his Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 
fory, as ſome how years ſince he had drawn up his Chronicon, a Work 
of infinite and incredible Labour and Induſtry, and which he took as 
much care to tranſmit intire to Poſterity, as he had taken pains to 


* xt. in init. compoſe it, obliging all Tranſcribers by this ſolemn Obteſtation, * the 


Form whereof he borrowed * from Jlreneus : Whoever thou art that 
ſhall tranſcribe this Book, I adjure thee by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by his 
glorious Coming, wherein he ſhall judge the quick and the dead, that thog 
compare what thou tranſcribeſt, and diligently corrett it by the Copy from 
whence thou tranſcribeſt it, and that thou likewiſe tranſcribe this Adjuration, 
and annex it to thy Copy. A moſt prudent and Religious care, and no 
where more neceſſary than in Matters of Chronology,where the Miſtake 
is as eaſie, as the Error is dangerous. And had but Poſterity been 
as careful to obſerve this Charge, as he was to give it, we had not 
had ſuch lame and broken accounts of thoſe early Ages, as we are 
now forc'd to take up with, not much of the work it ſelf, and leſs of 
the Original Greet arriving to us, and moſt of what remains ſo alter- 
edand interpolated by St. Jerom, that *tis hard to fay which is his, 
and which Eyſcbius's. The whole Work canſiſted of two Parts. The 
firſt called 4mm igrexax, contain'd a kind of univerſal Hiſtory, 
repreſenting the Originals and Antiquities of all Nations, the Founda. . 
tions of Cyies, Tranfmi rations of People, Riſe of Dynalties, Dura- 

tion of Empires, Succeſſions of Kings, and ſuch like, from the Crea- 
tion of the World, to the YVicennalia, or Twentieth year of the Reign 
of Conſtantine ; traverſing to this end all the Records and Monuments 
both of the Greeks and Romans, both of the Eaſter» and Weſtern 
World, being eſpecially beholden to Africans his Chronooraphy, which 
he almoſt intirely tranſcribed into this Work. But of this Part, only 
ſome Fragments are extant at this day. The other part 1s called 
Yeorngs xdywy, Wherein he drew what was 1n the former into a 
Compendium, reducing things to particular years, beginning from 
the year of Abraham's Birth, which he makes the ſtanding Epoch, 
deriving it by Decads throughout all Ages, comparing with, and ad- 
juſting to it, the Afﬀairs of all Nations and Countries, with ſuch 
memorable Paſſages as hapned in all Ages of the World. Afterthe 
Birth of our Lord, he regulates things by a treble /&r4, the year of 
our Lord, the Reigns of the Roman Emperours, and the Series of the 
Conſils, and herein he repreſents the State of the Church, the Names 
and Succeſſions of eminent Biſhops and famous Writers, the ſeveral 
Hereſiesand Perſecutions, and the like Afﬀairs, all referr'd to their 
proper Periods ; thereby laying the Scheme of a future Deſign, which 


1n his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory he enlarged afterwards, as himſelf tells 
* Us. 
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» us. This Hiſtory he divided into ten Books, wherein he accurate- 
ly and orderly digeſted the Aﬀairs of the whole Chriſtian World for 
ſomewhat above ' CCC. years. A work noble and uſeful, and high- 
ly meriting of Poſterity, upon the account whereof he is {tyled 
* 5 Gggmp 6 xa); Þ xxhnnamumns upas,the molt excellent Cultivator 
of Eccleſiaſtick Hiſtory,as firſt breaking up theGround,being as himſelf 
tells y us, the firſt that beat out the Path, where he had no tract be- 
fore him. He dedicated it to his old Friend Pa»linws Biſhop of Tyre, 
by whoſe Inſtigation and Encouragement he firſt ſer upon it, and 
who liv'd not long after the Council of Nice. To the ſame Paulinus 
he dedicated * alſo two Books, 2: mm 5royugmuy, the firſt containing 
a Chorography of Judez, the Diviſion of the Twelve Tribes, the 
Deſcriptiqn-0 Jeruſalem and the TR and this is loſt : The Se- 
cond, an Alphabetical account of the Cities, Towns, Villages, 
Mountains and Rivers mentioned in Scripture, either under their anci- 
ent, or more modern Names, and this has eſcap'd the Ruins of Time. 
In the interval between his Chronicon, and his Eccleſizſtice Hiſtory, he 
ſeems to have penn'd his Books, de Preparatione, & Demonſtratione 
Evaneelica, wherein with incomparable Learning and Induſtry, he 
has, out of their own Writings, ſo baffled the main Principles of the 
Pagan Cauſe; and fo ſtrongly aſſerted the Truthof Chriſtianity againſt 
the pretences both of Jews and Gerriles, that the Chriſtian World can 
never think it ſelf ſufficiently indebted to his Memory. The former 
Work conſiſts of fifteen Books, which he dedicated to T heodotus Bi- 
ſhop of Laodicea, the latter of Twenty, extant intire in Photius * his 
Time, now reduc'd to halfthe number. In both which he has ſhew- 
ed himſelf a man of diffuſe and infinite Reading,and _— there were 
nothing elſe in them, the World is greatly obliged to him for many 
Fragments of ancient H—_ which had otherwiſe never arrived 
to us. That they could not be written before this time (notwith- 
ſtanding what Yal:ſius ſuppoſes, that they were written about ten 
years ſooner) is plain, becauſe in them he cites, > and appeals to his 
Canones Chroxici, as a Workalready extant : Now theſe being brought 
down to the Twentieth year of Conſtantine, Anno CCCXNXYV., the 
other muſt be written at leaſt ſome time after. Though I no way 
doubt, but the L#cinian Perſecution wherein the Geztiles carried them- 
ſelves high, which ended not wholly, but with the death of that 
Prince (which hapned towards the latter end of the foregoing year) 
gave birth and occaſion to his undertaking of that Subjet. And that 
they w re written before his Church-Hiſtory is evident, becauſe in 
it © he cites his oixaa vmumingm, his pecular Commentaries, where- 
in he had colleQed all the Prophetical Paſſages and Prediftions that 
concerned our bleſſed Saviour, and had thence demonſtratively en- 
forced the truth of all choſe things that related to him. Which 
can properly be applied to nothing but his Books of Evangelical D-- 
monſtration, which are lirtle elſe but a Collection of the Paſſages 
of the ancient Prophets, and an Application of them to our Sa- 
viour, 

XV. THE Nic-ne Decrees, though they had a little allay'd the 
preſent heats, yet the Spirit of the Ariaz Fattion did ſtill ferment, 
and broke out more openly in the Contentions between Ef: b:1s 
Bilbop of Niomedia, 2nd Enftathins Biſhop of Antioch, who mutually 

D 2 recriminated 
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4 £ 2. c.18. recriminated each other; though Sozomez * ſayes, that inſtead of 


p- 458, 


e Theol H. Fc. 
[.1.C.21. f.51, 


him of Nicomedia, it was our Euſebias; but withall adds, that the 
Diſpute between them lay only in words, they both agreein 

that the Son had his Perſonal Holes or Subſliſtence., but that my- 
ſtaking each others ſence, they ſcufled in the dark. But with the 
other Enſcbins, Euſtathius had a feircer Contelt. For Exſebius of Ni 
com-4ia being lately return'd from Baniſhment, * and having regain'd 
ſome Intereſt at Court, under a pretence of viſiting the holy Places 
at Jeruſalem, and —_—_ che magnificent StruEtures which the 
Emperour was building there, was furniſhed by him with all Ac. 
commodations for his Journey ; where taking Antioch in his way, 
he id the Foundation of that Deſign which he carried on at his 
return thither. For having procur'd a Synod to be holden there, Eu- 


* Socr.l.1.c.24 flathins was accus d * by Cyrus Biſhop of Berea of Sabellianiſn, and to 
7-59. Th409-4%. (qake the Indictment more heavy, ſome Immoralities were laid to 
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his charge, a Woman of lewd fame being brought into the Synod 
with an Infant ſucking in her Arms, which ſhe impudently affirm'd 
to be his, and when put to it, ratified it with her Oath. Where- 
upon the good man was depos'd by the Council, and an account of 
it being tranſmitted ro the Emperor, he was by his Order immedi 
ately baniſhed into I/ricum. This kindled 8 a mighty flame at 4- 
tioch, the City hereupon running into great Faction and Diſorder, 
both Magiſtrates and People,Souldiers and Tradeſmen,betaking them- 
ſelves to Arms, and things had come to downright Blows and Blood, 
had not great care been uſed to prevent it. For befides the Empe- 
rours frequent diſpatches from Court, by Perſons of Honour and 
Authority to compoſe the Tumults, moderate men thought no ex- 
pedient better to allay the Diſorders, than to chooſe ſome Perſon 
of Learning and Eminency to ſucceed in that Chair, in whom both 
Parties might meet and Center. Hereupon the Synod pitcht upon 
our Erſcbias, then preſent in the Councii, a man of unqueſtionable 
Learning, and one whom they knew to be highly in favour with 
the Emperor, to whom they ſent an account of their Eleftion. But 
the fierce Animoſities and Diviſions ſtill continued in the City, a great 
part both of the Clergy and People paſſionately contending for Es- 
febins his Tranſlation thither, as othess were importunate for Euſt«- 
thins his Reſtitution to that Place. But Exſebius not caring to fiſh in 
troubled Waters, nor liking the See ever the better, out of which 
a Famous man had been ſo indirealy thrown, but eſpecially behold- 
ing it as againſt the Rules and Conſtitutions of the Church, which 
ordinarily allow?*d not a Biſhop to be tranſlated from one See to ano- 


b com. Nic. ther, and this ratified by a Canon * of the late Nzcexe Synod, obſti- 


Can. XV, 


nately declin'd the Ele&tion, whereof by Letter he certified the Em- 
peror, who was —y pleas'd with his Prudence and Piety in that 
Aﬀair. Upon his refuſal, his dear Friend Paulinns of Tyre was tran- 


ſlated thither. But he had not held it above ſix Months, when the 
See became again vacant by his Death. The Emperor upon the receit 
i xt.E2ih. ap, Of Enſebinus his Letter, wrote i back to the People of Antioch to this 


-u4 mo c effect, That he very well knew the Perſon whom they had choſen, 


and recommended to him with ſuch honourable CharaQers, and 
that he was one whom he had a long time had in great Veneration 


for his Learning and Modeſty, and that in this Competition not _ 
might 
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might be found equal'to him : But yet that it was not fit that one 
Church ſhould be provided for to the prejudice of another, that 
every one ſhould be content with his own Bounds, and reſt ſatisfied 
with their peculiar Allotments, that the Souls of men in a ſmaller as 
well as in a greater Church were equally dear to Heaven, and 
therefore ſhould not have their Guide and Paſtor raviſh'd from them, 
an A& of greater Violence than Juſtice : That they ſhould do well to 
unite in Love and Concord, and laying aſide all ſeditious and immo- 
deſt Clamours, prudently make choice of ſuch a Perſon as might be 
moſt proper and convenient for them. To the fame purpoſe he wrote 
k to the Biſhops in the Synod, _— them know how much he ap- 
proved Euſchius his prudent Reſolution to wave the EleQion , 
as a thing highly conſonant to the Laws of the Church ; that 
he underſtood that Exphronius Presbyter of Ceſarea in Cappadocia , 
and George the Arethſian Presbyter of Alexandria were men of ap- 
prov'd Integrity in the Faith, whom together with ſuch others as 
they ſhould think fit for that Epiſcopal Station, they ſhould ſet be- 
fore them, and proceed in the EleCtion as the rules of the Church, 
and Apoſtolical Tradition did require. Together with theſe, he 
wrote particularly to Euſebius himſelf, this following Letter. | 


ConsTANTINE theGreat, the Auguſt, the Con- 


querour to EusEBius, 


Have often read your Letter, and perceive how exattly you obſerve 

the Rule of Eccleſiaſtich Diſcipline. For to-perſevere in thoſe things 
that are both acceptable to God, and agreeable to Apoſtolical Tradition, is 
highly Pious ; herein may you account your ſelf happy, that by the Te- 
ſtimony almoſt of all the World, you have been thought worthy to be Biſhop 
of the whole Church. For ſince all have been ambitious to injoy you, it 
unqueſtionably makes a great Addition to your Happineſs But your wiſ- 
dom, whereby you have been taught to keep the Commands of God, and 
the Apoſtolical Canon of the Church, has done wery well in refuſing the 
charge of the Church of. Antioch , and in deſiring to continue jn that 
Epiſcopal Station, wherein, by the Will of God, you were plac'd from the 
very py But concerning this Aﬀair I have written to the People, as 
alſo to your Collegues, who had written to me about this Matter. Which 
Letters, when your Holineſs ſhall peruſe, you will eaſily underſtand, that 
it being but juſt that 1 ſhould deny their requeſt , what 1 wrote to thew 
about it, was by immediate guidance and direftion from God. It will 
become your Wiſdom to joys in Conſultation with them, that ſo this Affair 
of the Church of Antioch may be ſetled. God have you in his keeping, dear 


Brother. 


The Hue of the buſineſs was, that E»ſebius remain'd where he 
was , and Eyphronius was choſen to the See of Antioch, being 


one of the two whom the Emperor had nominated in his Letter 
to them, 


XVI. THUS 
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XVI. THUS ended the Troubles of Aztioch, and the Synod 
there held Ammo CCCXXX. A year memorable for the Dedication 
of Conſtantinople , whither Conſtantine having, tranſlated the Seat of 
the Empire, and enriched it with all the Ornaments of State and 
Grandeur, which the Power of ſo great a Prince was capable to confer 
upon it, ſolemnly dedicated it May the XIth. impreſſing his own 
name uponit, an Honour which of all the Fortunes of that mighty 
Empire, is the only ſurviving Monument of his Greatneſs at this day. 
Nor was he unmindful of Acts of Piety, Erecting ſeveral fair Churches 
and Oratories for the Aſſemblies of Divine Worſhip, and that they 
might not be unturniſh'd of Bibles for their holy Offices, he wrote 
to Euſebiys (whom he knew moſt capable of this Aﬀair, both for his 
Learning, and the incomparable Library at Cz/ares) to provide him 
fifty Copies tranſ{crib'd for that uſe. The Copy of the Letter ® we 
here inſert. * 


ConsTANTINE the Great, the Auguſt, the Con- 
queror to EustB1us Biſhop of Czſarea. 


N the City that bears our name, by the Bleſſing and Providence of God 
our Saviour, there” are great numbers of men gathered to the holy 
Church. Since then all things there are mightily improu'4, it ſeems 
above all things convenient, that ſeveral Churches ſhould be eretted there, 
Underſtand therefore what I am moſt readily reſolu'd to do. It ſeew'd 
ood to me to intimate to your Wiſdom, that you cauſe fifty Copies of the 
Job Scriptures, the uſe whereof you know to be abſolutely neceſſary to the 
Church, to be fairly tranſcribed in Parchment by Antiquaries accurately 
dexterons in that Art, ſuch as may be eaſily read, and carried up and down 
upon any occaſion. To this end we have graciouſly written to the Treaſurer 
of the Dioceſs, to take care that all neceſſary charges be allo.ved for the pro- 
viding thoſe Books. , Tour part it is, diligently to ſee that they be pre- 
par'd with all ſpeed that may be ; for the tranſmitting whereof, you ſhall 
by wertue of theſe Letters, receive the command of two publick Carriages, 
that ſo the Copies fairly tranſcribed, may be the more conveniently brought 
ro our preſence, attended by one of the Deacons of your Church, who at 
his arrival, ſhall not fail to taſte of our Grace and Kynaneſs. God preſerve 
Jon, dear Brother. | 


No ſooner had Exſebius receiv?d the Commands, but he immedi- 
ately caus'd » the Books to be copied out, which in Parcels richly 
and elegantly Bound, he tranſmitted to the Emperor ; who in his an- 
ſwer ſignified his Approbation of them ; as alſo, how well he was 
pleas'd with what he had been told, that Gaza a Town in Paleſtixe 
had renounc'd Idolatry, and embrac'd the true Religion : For which 
he endow'd it with great Priviledges, advancing it to the Honour of 
a City, and gracing it with the Title of Conſtantiz, the name of his 
own Siſter. Together with this Letter concerning the Bibles, he 
ſent alſo ananſwer to Euſibjus, about his Book concerning the Paſchal 
Solemnity, which he had lately degicated to him, wherein he had 

explain'd 
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explain'd the Original, and all the Myſteries of the Feſtival : In which 

anſiver ® he tells him, how diligently he read his Book, how great- 
ly he admir'd his excellent Learning, and indefatigable Studies, and 
how deſirous he was, frequently to receive ſuch Diſcourſes from 
him, that he was reſolv'd by publiſhing his Book, ro make it uni- 
verſally uſeful, and that in order thereunto, he had caus'd it to be ele- 
gantly tranſlated into the Latin Tongue, = ; 

XVII THE Arian Party by ſubtle Artifices and Inſinuations at 
Court, dayly gain ground of the Orthodox, whom they laboured by 
all wayes poſſible to ſuppreſs. The main Stickler in defence of the 
Nicene Creed was Athanaſius, whom not being able to rout by force 
of Argument, they loaded with all rhe black and infamous Calumnies, 
which Wit or Malice could invent, and theſe repreſented with all 
Advantages to the Emperor. Who incens'd hereat, commanded ? a 
Synod to be conven'd at Ceſares in Paleſtine, Euſcbins his Epiſcopal 
See, where after a tedious ExpeQation nothing was done, the part 
accuſed refuſing to appear. Which the Emperor ſo far reſented, 
that ſome time after, A»w CCCXXXV. he commanded another 
Synod to be held at Tyrr, impowering our Exſcbias and ſome others 
ro enquire into the Merits of the Cauſe, charging Athanaſius under 
ſevere Penalties toappear. Who came 1 accordingly, attended with 
ſeveral Egyptian Biſhops, his Suffragans, who appeared in his behalf, 
Amongſt which was Porzmo Biſhop of Heraclea, who had been Ex- 
ſcbius his Fellow-priſoner under the Dioclctian Perſecution: A man 
of a blunt and rugged Temper, who beholding Eu{cbi# upon the 
Bench, tranſported with an ungovernable Zeal, rudely accofted him 
in this manner. And muſt you, Euſebius, ſit upon the Bench, whileſt 
innocent Athanaſius ſtands to be judged by you at the Bar * Who can en- 
dure ſach Proceedings? Tell me, were not you in Priſon with me in the 
time of the Perſecution ? I for wy part loſt an Eye in defence of the Truth ; 
you have neither Wounds to ſhew in any part of your Body, neither ſuf- 
fered any kind of Murtyrdom, but are alive ans whole, How pot you out 
of Priſen, unleſs you either engag'd to the Perſecutors to offer Sxcrifice, 
or it may be aftually did it. The improbability of which uncharitable 
Suggeſtion we ſhew'd before. Euſcbinus offended with fo infolent a 
Reflection, and thinking ſuch carriages ill-beſeeming Perſons accus'd 
towards the Emperor's Commiſſioners, roſe vp and diflolved the 
Meeting for that time, ſaying, If when you are come hither, you take 
the Liberty to talk at this rate againſt us, the things may be true which 
your Accuſers lay to your Charge : For if you exerciſe + much Tyranny here, 
whit will you ao in your own Country ? 

XVII. WHILE things were thus debating at Tyre, the Biſhops 
were ſummoned by the Emperor's Letters, to go forthwith to Jeru- 
/alem, to celebrate the Dedication of that famous Church which he 
. had erefted there. For. Conſtantine had ſome time fince, by a Letter 
r directed to Macarizs Biſhop of Fernſalem, given order for the build- 
ng a moſt ſtately Church, over the Place of our Lord's Refurre&i- 
on, or as others, the Place of his Paſſion ; or as ſome, one in each, 
commanding that it ſhould be done with all the Advantages of 
Splendor and Greatneſs, and that neither Coſt nor Pains ſhould be 
ipar'd about it. And the Work was done accordingly, the Porch be- 
tore it large and open, pav'd with ſhining Stone, and encompaſſed 
on 
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on three {ides with large Portico's, the Church it ſelf large and high, 
the Walls on the out-lide of poliſh'd Stone, on the in-ſide ſer with va- 
riegated Marble, the Roof adorn'd with the choiceſt carv'd Work, 
all overlay'd with Gold, at the upper end a Semicircle, ſurrounded 
with twelve Columns, - after the number of the Twelve Apoſtles, the 
tops whereof were crown'd with Chapiters of Silver. But I ſhall 
not undertake to deſcribe Particulars, it may ſuffice, that it wanted 
nothing of Ornament or Magnificence. which Art or Coſt could con- 
fer upon it ; not to mention tae Priacely Gifts , eſpecially the rich 
Carpet and Hangings for ghe Altar, curiouſly wrought with Gold 
and Jewels, and ſuchlike noble Preſents, which be beſtowed upon 
* Zuſ. ib. 1. 4- jt, Hither came © the Biſhops from 7 yre, where they were met by 
© 43 754% multicudes from other Provinces, who flock'd to this Solemnity, and 
: 483. Thead, WETE TECEIV d with great State by Perſons of Honour and Quality ſent 
-1-c-31-P-65+ from Court to entertain them at the Emperor's coſt ; the chief of 
whom was Marian the Emperor's Secretary, a Pious and Religious 
man, who having been a Confeſſor in the late Times, was the fitteſt 
to be employ'd upon this Errand. The Solemnity was manag'd with 
all imaginable Expreſſions of Feſtivity and Rejoycing, magnificent 
Feaſts and Entertainments, mighty Charity to the Poor, but e oy 
 AQts of great Piety towards God, the Biſhops imploying themſelves in 
the Offices of Religion, in Prayers and Sermons, ſome celebrating the 
Emperor's Piety towards our Saviour, and the magnificence of the 
Structure ; others diſcourſing upon ſome divine Subje&t, accommo- 
dated to the preſent Occaſion.Some expounding the Portion appointed 
to be read out of the holy Scriptures, explaining the myſtical and 
hidden ſence ; others not ſo well qualified for that, being taken up 
in the Celebration of the Euchariſt, and in Prayers and Praiſes, in- 
terceding with God for the common Peace, for the good of the 
Church, for the Emperor and his happy Ifſlue. But herein none bore 
a greater Part than our Eſebius, honouring the Solemnity with ſe- 
veral publick Diſcourſes, ſometimes by writing, ſetting forth the 
greatneſs of the royal Edifice ; other whiles repreſenting the Pro- 
phetick Scriptures, and adapting them to the preſent.State of things ; 
and after all, drawing up a particular Deſcription of this famous 
Church, the faſhion of our. Saviour's Sepulchre, the beauty and ele- 
gancy of the Building, the ſeveral Gifts wrought with Gold, Silver, 
and precio Stones ; in a Book on purpoſe of this Subjeft, which he 
dedicated tothe Emperor, and annexed to his Books, De vita Con- 
ſtantini; but tis long ſince loſt. 
XIX. DURING theCelebration of this great Solemnity, 4tha- 
*Tocod.locetite paſiivs had made his * Addreſs at Court, complaining of the unjuſt 
Proceedings againſt him in the late Council of Tyre; whereupon the 
Emperor ſummon'd ſome of thoſe Biſhops to Court, to give an ac- 
count of the TranſaQtions of that Synod. Who came accordingly to 
Conſtantinople, and our Eyſebius amongſt the reſt ; and it being now 
near the Thirieth year of Conſtantine's reign, he ſolemniz?d his Tr- 
® Faſcits 046+ cennalia ; at that time Evſebius made that famous Encomiaſtick * in 
fe $50. raiſe of Conſtantive yet extant, which the Emperor honour'd with 
is Preſence ; and how well he lik'd it, he ſhew'd by the chearful- 
neſs of his looks, and thoſe peculiar Honours and Entertainments 
wherewith he sreated the Biſhops at the end of it. This being, - 
| c 
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he tells us, .the ſecond Oration, which he had made before the Em- 
peror in his Palace ; the former * having been a Panegyrick upon * 164. « 3%: 
our Saviour's Sepulchre, which the pious Emperor, though in his * 5" 

own Houſe, heard ſtanding, although Exſcbi«s importun'd him to take 

his Chair. And when tearing to tire him with the length of his 

Diſcourſe, he offered in civility to break off, the Emperor bad him 

to proceed unto the End, at which he again preſs'd him to fir down, 

but the Emperor refus'd, ſaying, 'twas not fit at any time, much 

leſs at this, to hear Diſcourſes concerning God in poſtures of eaſe 

and ſoftneſs, and that it was very Pious to ſtand while we were hear- 

ing Diſcourſes about Divine things. Amongſt others that ablented 

themſelves both from the Synod at Zyre, and the dedicatory Solemni- 

ty at Jeruſalem, "was Marcellus Biſhop of Ancyrs the Metropolis of 

Galatia, who became the Author of ſome diſturbance in the Church 

upon this occaſion. Aſterius a Sophiſter of Cappadocia had lately pu- 

bliſh'g ſome Books in Syria, in defence of the Arian Tenets ; which 

Marcellus reading, undertook to anſwer, wherein either defignedly, or 

by ſurprize, he fell into another extream, running into the Opinion 

of Paulus Samoſatenus, that our bleſſed Saviour was but a meer man, 

that he took his * exiſtence from the time of his Incarnation, be- « p;4. x/1.r. 
fore which he had no proper Hypoſtaſis, but lay quieſcent in the Mind cont. Marcel. 
and Will of the Father, as a Word does in man, till aQual ſpeaking es 3a 
brings it forth, and that at laſt his Kingdom ſhould ceaſe, and his hu- pain. 
mane Nature being put off, he ſhould be againreſoly'd intothe exiſtence 

of the Father ; rogether with ſachlike groſs and impious Afſertions, 
ſtuffing his Book with tart RefleCtions, Y bitter and ſevere InveCtives » zuſb. contr, 
againſt thoſe that differed from him, ſparing neither living nor dead, Marcell. 4. 1- 
heaping loads of Calumnies and Reproaches upon them. This Book he * *: 
hadpreſented,with a greatmany flattering Addrefles,and Infinuations to 

the Emperor,hoping he would eſpouſe and undertake his Cauſe,but the 

Emperor referr'd the Examination and Determination of the Matter to 

the Biſhops now afſembled in Synod * at Conſtantinople, the Proceſs was * Soon. 1. 2. 
begun againſt him in the Council at Feruſa/em, during which he had © OED 
engag'd he would burn his Book. But that Aſſembly being ſudden- — 
ly broke up by the. haſty Meſſage they received from the Emperor, #cc{.4.8. c.53- 
the buſineſs for that time was laid aſide. But being now at better 1:99 
leaſure, they reſum'd the Proceſs, and finding the man would nor 

comply with his former pou they proceeded to his cenſure, and 

depos'd him from his Biſhoprick, ſubſtituting one Baſil a learned and 

eloquent Perſon in his room, and wrote to the Churches in-thoſe 

Parts to hunt out his Book, and burn it where-ever they found it , 

and to recover thoſe who had been infeQed with it ; annexing to their 

Epiſtle ſome ExtraQts out of it, containing thoſe Peſtilent Dogmats 

that were in it. Which done, they commanded + our _ tO * Euſeh. "lot; 
undertake the Confutation of it, which he accordingly performed in cit 

hive Books ; the two firſt expreſly written againft Marcel/us, wherein 

he expoſes his Opinions out of his own Wiitings, with ſome brief 
RefleQions upon them : In the other three intitled, de Eccleſieftic 

Theologia, dedicated to Flaccillus Biſhop of Antioch, he ſets himſelf to 

a more ſtrict and accurate Refutation of them, and in both plainly 

evinces him to have been guilty of Sbelianiſm and the Samoſatenian 

Errors. As for Marcellus himſelf he made a ſhift a long time to bear 
up his Reputation by his adhering ons Orthodox, ſhelcring himſef 


eſpecially 
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eſpecially under the wing of Arhanaſime, who Fn ſtrongly for 
him at every turn, and recommended his Cauſe at Rome, whither 
he fled, and was entertain'd by Pope Ju/ius, where he publiſhed an 
Apology for himſelf, and finally was acquitted, and reftor'd to his See 
* 74d. tif. by the Synod at Sardicz, who declar'd * that what he had written 
5110-2414) had been propounded only by way of Queſtion , not delivered as 
heod. ls 2:67» k x » yo LET 

p: 78. politive and dogmatical Afſertions ; that he did'not maintain (what 
was charged upon him) that God the Word, took his beginning 
from his Incarnation, nor that his Kingdom ſhould have an end; bur 
on the contrary he affirm'd,that his Kingdom neither had a beginning, 
nor ſhould ever have an end. And yet after all he prov'd a ſubtle 
* Fiſt. LIT. Heretick, and was condemn'd and rejected not only by S. Bafi/ ©, but 
Fee: Salpd.. by Arhanrſins himſelf. 4 And Epiphanius tells © us, that when him- 
p- 149, 150. ſelf once ask'd A4rbazaſizs, what he thought of him, as he did not 
" Her LXXIL paſſionately exclaim againſt him, ſo neither would he acquit him, 
Ow only ſmiling at the mention of him. And evident it is, that Epipha- 
 ziws himſelf thought him guilty of very Heretical Notions and Pro. 
poſitions, and that the very Apologies which he was forc'd to make 

or himſelf, ſhew'd that there bh omething at the bottom. 
XX. IT was now the year CCCXXXVYIIL when the Great Con- 
ftantine left the World : His Diſtemper at firſt, was only a light In- 
* Zi. devit. diſpoſition, f which ſoon grew up into an incurable Sickneſs, for 
= which cauſe he was firſt carried to the Baths, thence remoy'd 
to Helenople, and ſo to Achyrona, a place within the Suburbs of 
Nicomedia, where he immediately caus'd himſelf to be bap- 
tiz'd ; and being, as the cuſtom 1n ſuch Caſes was, cloath'd in 
White, he would thenceforth ſuffer no Purple to come near him. 
Having made his Will, and diſpoſed the Aﬀairs of the Empire, with 
a mind infinitely ſatisfied in what he had done, and impatiently de- 
ſirous of that State whither he was golng ; he expir'd in Fis Palace at 
Nicomedia May the XXII. about Noon, being the laſt day of the Pez- 
Ve tecoſt Solemnity, after he had reign'd thirty years and ten months. 
* 4.i8. edit. His Death was uſher'd * in by a blazing Star, and exceedingly la- 
__—_" *4'* mented by the Souldiers and Officers of the Army, by all the Miniſters 
of State, and univerſally by. all the SubjeQts of the Empire, the Se- 
nate and People of Rowe ſhutting up their Baths, and the Fora, pro: 
hibiting all publick SpeQacles and delightful Entertainments, and 
dedicating Statues to him ; and all the while his Body lay in State at 
Nicomedia, all the great Officers at Court, the Senators and Magj- 
ſtrates of the City dayly came and paid the ſame Reverence and Obey- 
ance to him, which they were wont to do while he was alive. Con- 
faxtixs being arriv'd, the Corps was with all the Pomp and Solem- 
nity that was befitting the Funerals of fo great a Prince, tranſlated 
from Nicomedis to Conſtantinople, and there with univerſal Sorrow, 
inter'd in the Yeftibs/um of the _—_ Church, which he himſelf had 
erected and dedicated to the holy Apoſtles. A Prince of a generous 
Mind, and undaunted Courage, and an indefatigable Induſtry, where- 
to he was greatly animated by an unſatisfied defire of Praiſe, eſpeci- 
ally military . Admirable Laws he fram'd for the common 
Gaod, which he Impartially executed. The Embaffies and Com- 
— from the Provinces he heard patiently, and did them Juſtice. 
was powerful and profperous, a t Patron of Learning in 
others, and hamſelf very kearned and ftudious; and which is _ all, 
eyout 
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having from his firſt Converſion to Chriſtianity, 
exprels'd a mighty Zeal and Pafſion for the Honour of God, and the 
Intereſts of Religion. Zoſimw a Pagan Writer aſperſes his Memory, 
with a very odious, but withall unjuſt Repreſentation of the Reaſon 
of his turning Chriſtian. He tells us, * that being haunted with 
the Conſcience of his notorious Crimes in the Death of his Son 
Criſpus, and his Lady Faufta, and his perhdious dealing with Licinius, 
ke applied himſelf to the Gentile Prieſts for whos and Abſolution, 
who told him, their Religion allow'd no methods of Expiation for 
ſach great Offences; that hereupon he was brought into acquaintance 
with an Epyptian newly arriv'd from Spain, who affur'd him that 
the Chriſtian Religion was able to do away any Crimes whatſo- 
ever, and that no ſooner did the moſt ate Wretch cloſe with 
' it, but he ſhould be immediately deliver'd from the Guilt of all his 
Sins ; upon which aſſurance he renounc'd the Religion of his Ance- 
ſtors, and went over to the Chriſtians, This is the Tale as told by 
my Author. But beſides the known Spite and Malice of the man 
in Matters relating to Chriftianity, there needs no more to confute 
the Story, than that the account is inconſiſtent with ir ſelf, it bein 

plain beyond all denial, that Conf antine had embrac'd the Chriſtian 
Religion no leſs than ten or eleven years before thoſe unhappy ac- 
cidents of the Death of Criſpus and Faufta fell out, which this Author 
makes the immediate occaſion of his Converſion to it. Another 
Gentile Hiſtorian i is more favourable to his Memory, he commends 


devout and pious, 


him for his Learning, Eloquence, and Courteouſneſs, and the reſt of 5 


thoſe Vertues, for which he was celebrated and cry*d upto the Skyes ; 
and affirms, that had he but put ſome bounds ro his Bounty and 
Ambition, and thoſe Arts wherewith great Minds are uſually carried 
away in an over eager perſuit of Glory, he had come nearer to a God 
than a man. He was modeſt and humble, and notwithſtanding ſome 
ads of Severity and perhaps Cruelty, which the reaſons and neceſſi- 
ties of State might put him upon, and whereof we at this diſtance 
can make no true Judgment, tender and compaſſionate, of a courte- 
ous and obliging Temper , kind to all, and charitable to the Poor, 
large and even profuſe in his Gifts, magnificent in his Expences, 
which made him ſometimes grate hard upon the Subje& in Taxes 
and Tributes, but eſpecially bountiful to Admiration to the Biſhops 
and Guides of Religion, to whom he thought he could never enough 
expreſs an honourable Regard, tender of the State of the Empire, 
but moſt incomparably ſollicitous of the Peace of the Church. But 
it is not for me to attempt his CharaCter, the thing is done by a much 
better Hand, one who knew him beft, and was moſt familiarly Con- 
verſant with him, I mean our Exſcbi»s, who not long after his Death 
drew up an account of his Life and Adtions, not in the way of a ſtrit 
Hiſtory, bur more like an Orator and Encomiaſt, not deſigning (as 
himſelf aſſures * us) to fill up all the Particulariries of his Life, but to 


the greater lines and ſtrokes of his Piety and Vertue, which was all 
he propounded to himſelf in that Work. Which may ſerve as an 
Anſwer to the great Exception which Phorizes * makes againſt it, that 
n it he gives no larger an account concerning the Aﬀairs of Arins, 
and the TranſaCtions of the Council of Nice, his deſign being more 
E 2 immediately 
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:21mediately reſtrain'd to the perſonal Aﬀeairs of Conſtantine ; and that 
tro0 in an Encomiaſtick, rather than in a ſtrit Hiſtorical way, which 


+ Socrates = aligns as the Reaſon of this Omiſſion. This he has done 


in four Books, or, as in Robert Stephens his Edition they are reckoned, 


- five, which a learned man "» wonders whence he deriv'd. Bur plain 
" It is, that long before him Nicephorus » had expreſly mention'd five 
. Books, under the laſt no doubt comprehending his Deſcription of 
* the Church of our Saviour's Sepulchre, or it may be Conſtantin:s 


Oration, ad C&tum Santtorum, both which Exſcbizs himſelf had an- 
nexed as an Appexdtx to them ; for that he could not mean his Orati- 
on 4e /audibys Conſtantini, is evident, in that immediately after he 
reckons it as diſtinCt from it. This work hetells us ? he undertook 
as a piece of gratitude to his great Maſter, — it very {hame- 
ful and indecent, that when /ero's and Calign/a's had found thoſe 
who cloath'd their bad Actions in large and elegant Relations, he 
ſhould be ſilent in the Cauſe of ſo good and incomparable a Prince, 
who had had the Honour to ſtand before him, and tamiliarly to con- 
verſe with him. And for this reaſon perhaps he uſes ſomewhat a 
more neat and florid ſtyle, thanin his other Writings. Which hath 
given occaſion to ſome to call in queſtion the genuineneſs of the Book 
it ſelf. But *tis a wonder to me, any learned man ſhould doubt of 
it; when not to inſiſt upon other Arguments, and the unanimous 
Authority of the Ancients; Euſcbizs 4 himſelf does more than once 
and again expreſly own himſelf to be the Author of it. 

XXI. NOR did Exſebi himſelf long ſurvive his great Patrondying 
r 41no CCCXL. a little before the Death of the younger Conſftantire: 
Succeeded in his See by Acacius one of his Schollars, a man of con- 
ſiderable learning, who amongſt many other Books wrote the Life 
of his Maſter Esſebi44, which had it been extant, would have enabled 
us to preſent his Aﬀairs with a better Face, without being ſo much 
beholden to the Pens of thoſe who had no great kindneſs for him. 
He was a man ſober and ſerious, of a very itrit and Philoſophick 
courſe of Life, infinitely zealous for the Honour and Intereſt of the 
Chriſtian Religion, which he readily defended againſt all Oppoſers. 
His Parts were great, and his Learning incomparable, for which the 
Age he liv'd in, and all Ages ever ſince have riſen up before him 
with a juſt Veneration. ' So uncontroulable his Reputation herein, 


even in thoſe early Times, that when Sabinus the Macedonian Biſhop 


(who colleted the Atts of ſeveral Synods) charg'd the Fathers of 
the Niceze Council, for a Company of rude and illiterate Perſons, 
Socrates © thought it Exception enough to that {lander, to fay, that 
he involv'd Exſebius in that Charge, whoſe Learning was above all 
Exception. Nay one of his greateſt Adverfaries * 1s forc'd to give 
him this Teſtimony, that he was a man of ſingular Learning, one 
that had run thorough and ſearch'd into all the Books and Writings of 
the Ancients, and laid open their ſeveral Sentiments and Opinions ; 
Evidences whereof he tells us, are thoſe many excellent Writings 
which he left behind him for the benefit of Poſterity. He wrote 
fayes S. Jerom, infinite Volums, many whereof are long ſince 
loſt, and fome, the notice whereof never arriv'd at us. His Books 


againſt Porphy'y (not now extant) and of the Preparation and Demon- 
ec 


ftration of t 


Goſpel, ſhew how great a Defender he was of the 
: Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Cauſe, and how able to baffle both Jew and Gerz/le at their 
own Weapon. Nor was he leſs vers'd in the Antiquities of the 
Church, and the As and Sufferings of the Martyrs, the Memoires 
whereof he drew together, wherein he was furniſh'd with an in- 
comparable Advantage, if it be true, what S. Jerome, or the Author 
under his riame probably enough reports, » that when Cox/tantine the 
Great came to Cſarea, and bad Euſcbius ask whatever might be ad- 
vantageous and beneficial to his Church, he told the Emperor, his 
Church was well enough endow'd already, but that there was one 
thing which he moſt x havar's defir'd, that the Proceedings of the 
Judges and Governours ſucceſſively againft the Martyrs and Con- 
feſſors through all Parts of the Rowan Empire might be diligently 
ſought out, and the Records and Monuments ſearch'd , and that 
what Martyrs ſuffered under ſuch Judges, in what City or Provitice, 
upon what day, and by what kind of Martyrdom, all theſe notices 
being extrafted out of the publick Archives and Regiſters, might 
by His Majeſties Order be tranſmitted to him. Which was done 
accordingly, and out of theſe Matetials he principally compil'd his 
Eccleliaſtick Hiſtory, and made up that dpyaur kaprveltwy ouud Wwryn 
he ſo often mentions, the ColleQion of ahcient Mattyrdoms, which 
the AQts of S. Silveſter aſſure * us, conſiſted of eleven Bdoks, where- 
in he deſcrib'd the Sufferings which Perſons of all forts underwent 
in all the Parts and Provinces of the World. A vaſt Work, and which 
is ſaid » (how truly I know not) to be ſtil] extant in the King's Li- 
brary at the Eſcurial int Spain. His ſtyle in all his Writings, (as Pho- 
ris * obſerves) is neither pure nor pleaſant, neither elegant nor petſpi- 


cuous,though in his Books de vita Conſtantini,more neat and flotid than ?: 35 


the reſt. And this roughneſs of Phraſe Theodore Merochira ® ſuppoſes he 
contracted by living a good while in Eg yp:,affirming that all who were 
educated there, were infeQted with ſuch a harſh and rugged Style. 
XXII. BUT that which has rais'd a loud outcry againſt his 
Name and Memory, is his ſiding with the Ar:2zs in their Councils 
againſt the Catholicks, and his at beſt doubtful and ambiguous Ex- 
preſſions in thoſe controverted DoQrines, upon which account 
S. Jerom ® at every turn makes no ſcruple to ſtyle him the Head, 
the Champion, the Standard-bearer of the Party. And the Charge 
is generally taken for granted, and in moſt Caſes *tis put in as a barr 
to his Authority ; and a late learned man « to Help on the Matter,makes 
the Eyſebiaz FaQtion to have been denominated and deriv'd from hint, 
when *tis notoriouſly evident they were ſo calPd from the other Eu- 
ſcbirs, Biſhop of Nicomedia. It muſt be confeſs'd, he maintain'd a 
great Correſpondence with the Chief of the 4rias Party. His fre- 
quent attendance at Court, and in all Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀeinblies, en- 
aging him in their Society, whoſe Principles it's like he did not 
live to be {© bad, as others apprehended them; and plain it is, by 
his Letter to the Biſhop of Alexandria, that Arius by ſhifting and 
dreſſing up his Notions, and by other Arts of Diſfimulation, had 
1mpos'd upon him. Nor, can it be denied, but that there are many 
unwary and _— Expreſſions to be found in his Writings : And 
what wonder, if onethat had ſo long convers'd with the ſeveral Books 


and Principles of Philoſophers, eſpecially the Writings of tlie Plaro- 
niftf, that had fo throughly canvaſs'd the Books 
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expreſs himſelf in ſuch ſublime and intricate Queſtions, in a way 
ſomewhat different from others of that Age, eſpecially while as yer 
the Church had made no explicite Determination in thoſe Points, 
conſidering withall, how looſely and uncautiouſly many other Anre- 
Nicene Fathers, as well as he, expreſs themſelves in theſe Matters ? 
But not to reſt in a general Apology, let us conſider a little, what 
Materials he hinkifcen furniſh out to one that would undertake his 
Plea. And whoever impartially conſiders the Caſe, will find enough, 
I doubt not, in his own Writings, thoſe eſpecially of his latter time, 
to vindicate him from the Charge of downright Ariani/m,, to be ſure 
extreamly to mitigate the ſeverity of the Cenſures that are paſs'd 
upon him. Amongſt many, a few Inſtances ſhall ſuffice ; can we 
ſuppoſe him an Ar-az, that confeſſes 4 the Dignity, the Nature and 
Eſſence of the Son of God to be ineffable, that he was a Light before 
the World was; the intelleQtual and eſſential Wiſdom that was be- 
fore all Ages ; the living Word that was with the Father in the be- 
ginning, and was God? That not only Styles © him 7 xg%ae 
Oc mad qanmoy the natural Son of that God that is over all, but 
euThssy God of himſelf (then which nothing could be faid more 
expreſly to aſſert his ſelf-ſubſiſting independent Deity, it being a 
Word, which I am ſure no Aria» in the World can uſe;) and a little 
after, f © auuCamdia © wduayugra C amy Occ Agr, the Word that 
is univerſal King and Governour, and of himlelf God. And elle- 


"where, e the perfe& Word, the only begotten of the Father, not 


conſiſting like other Words in the Power of Prolation, not com- 
pounded of Names, Words and Syllables, nor exprelſs'd by articulate 
Sounds, but the living and operative Word of the great God , 
xs] body m bpews, perſonally ſubliſting , which as being the 
Power and Wiſdom of God, proceeds out of his Father's Gudhead 
and Dominion. He tells » us it is the Dodtrine of the Church, to 
acknowledge but one God, the Father of the only begotten Son, 
and Jeſus Chriſt that only Son, not according to carnal Generation, 
but according to that (incomprehenſible to us) which he had of the 
Father before all Worlds, by which he receives the fullneſs of the 
Father's Godhead ; that the true Catholick Church owns i but one » 
God, and one only begotten Son, and him God of God, begotten of 
his Father * before all Worlds; being indeed not the fame with 
the Father x0) tuuoy Gs) o:7w @ Carre , @ gAnvws YSY WITH , 
but ſublifting and living of himſelf, and truly co-exiſting with the 
Father, God of God, Light of Light, and Lite of Life, begotten of 
the Father in a manner ineffable, and altogether unconceivable by 
humane underſtanding, that he is auww%wn @ aumnapia @ Wm- 
agys, Life, Wildom, and Reaſon it ſelf, all which he immediately 
communicates to created Beings: That ' the Son 1s of one and the 
fame Subſtance, as proceeding from one and the ſame Father ; that 
the divine Nature is ſimple, indiviſible, and uncompounded, with- 
out Parts, not otherwiſe capable of being God. Therefore he makes 
m it great Blaſphemy in Marcellus, to make God the Word differ in 
Powerand Efſence from the Father ; and expreſly affirms, » that the 
only begotten Word of God does wo ew? axm owbanddber 
Fo Era pricey ajwywy Pf? aGTHe;u *; &m>.d1T1TUs adras , Reign together 
with the Father from Ages, - without beginning unto jntnire _ 

eterna 
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eternal Ages. If he at arty time- affirm the Father to be the only 
true God he never does it 4 exclude the Son, but as the word God 
does primarily refer to the Father as the Fountain and Principium of 
the Deity, never underſtanding it (as he tells 2 Marcellus, who ob- + vb; ſur. 
je&ted this very thing) in any other Sence, than wherein our Saviour + 27: 
meant it, when he faid, thee, the only true God. If he ſtyle p him PB, Eccl. Li. 
(as ſometimes he does) dmegy ano 2 ſecondary Cauſe, *tis plain <2+P: $-{- 16: 
he means it of the oix9ropia of the Son, either as he co-operates © # Þ+ 373- 
with and ſerves his Father's Will in the Work of Creation, or of his 
procuring great Bleſſings to Mankind, as Mediator, and the Saviour 
of the World, in which reſpeC&ts the ancient Fathers made no ſcruple 
of ſtyling him Vupyy and wrnplrlw a Servant and Miniſter , 
before the 4rian Controverſies diſturb'd the Church: Nay in that 
very place where he calls him a ſecond Cauſe ; he yet adds, that he 
is the natural and only begotten Son of God; the Lord, God, and 
King of all created Beings, who together with the Godhead, the 
Power and Honour, receiv'd Empire and Dominion from the Father. 
When he aſſerts 4 that he is not # @ Gumy waapyr mw Op, 1D! Ed. 
one and the ſame with God, he means, that he has not the fame 7** = 
Hypoſftaſis with the Father, in oppoſition to Marcellus, who main- 
tain'd that impious Error ; otherwiſe, that he did ſubliſt and had Guy 
:H\i2y, his proper and Suge Life; that * there is jwia apyy @ *15-11.9.70, 
»e0441 , one Head and Principle of the Deity, which is God the 
Father, who has a proper, unbegotten, imprincipiate Deity, and 
Fountain of Monarchical Power, which he imparts and communicates 
to the Son, + gaurs Deomilgs m8 3) Coons —— making him to 
partake of his Divinity and Life, and this ſtill as he is the Priz- 
cipium and Fountain of the Godhead: In which Sence he after- | 
wards declares © the Son to be ew erzpyor, ens effurnm, Nei- * id. 1.2.c.6, 
ther without beginning, nor unbegotten, left the Church ſhould *: 1-8 
make two Greal Princiiens, and two Gods. He tells us, * that * 14d. 1.3.c.4. 
the Son was alwayes preſent, and intimately Converſant with the {,"*? . 
Father, and that when he came into the World to proſecute the Sal- nedp at "_ 
vation of Mankind, he came forth of the moſt inward and unapproach- 75s" 7% m=- 
able receſſes of the paternal Divinity and Power ; and that the ſame —— 
was true concerning the wy Spirit, which yet was #nes varap- nirren — 
2» x & yor, another ſubſiftence from the Son. His d 
in that place, being to ſhew that there are three Fypoſtsſes int the 
Trinity, againſt the DoQrine of Marcellus, who taught that Father 
Son and holy Ghoft, were but three Names of one and the ſame 
Hypoſtaſis. It muſt be confeſt, that a little after he dangerouſly 
affirms " the Spirit to be is mn Toy Als 1 you Uroubruy, ONE » 16.69.1974 
of the things that were made by the Son ; unleſs we underſtand him 
concerning the temporal Miffion of the holy Ghoſt, whom Chriſt 
mis'd to beſtow upon the World. How oft does he 
thole Propoſitions, that the Son was made of things not exiſtent, and 
that there was 4 time when he was not, therein ſubverting ſome of the 
chief Arian Dogmats, condemn'd in terminis in the Nicene Creed, and 
by which Athanaſius * himſelf confeſſes, though 'd himſelf, » oe defd 

g g 3 | 

hecondemn'd them, Add to all which, his Subſcribing the Nicene Co 


Ari: 


Creed, wherein the Arian DoQtrines were condemn'd with all ima-, & "$a. 
ginable care and accuracy. Artd though it beugcharitably ſuggeſted 7. 675: 
dy 
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by many, that he did this with a fraudulent and deceitful Mind, un- 
derſtandingthe Terms in his own Sence, yet nothing can be plainer, 
than that he freely and ſolemnly proteſts in his Letter to the People of 
Ceſarea, that he took them in that very Sence and Explication .of 
them, which the Fathers of that Council had themſelves fixed upon 
them. Nor did he ſubſcribe raſhly, and hand over head, but with 
mature deliberation , and after a moſt ſtrict Examination of every 
word, anda being fully ſatisfied in the Sence of every Article, as in 
that Letter is declar'd at large. And though he ſeldom or never uſes 
the word eugwnG. for which he had no fancy, as being an unſcri- 
ptural Term ; yet the thing it ſelf he fully owns, that the Son has the 
{ame Eſſence and Subſtance with the Father ,- as we have before 
obſerv'd more than once, that * he is his only begotten Son, 
his Image, proceeding of him, jvm » @ 7} mms ougramznly 
evre To yijjurngn, @ awry toy , altogether and in all things 
moſt like to him that begat him, yea of himſelf God: And 
that y therefore they are juſtly to be condemn'd, that dare to 
call him a Creature, or affirm that he proceeds out of a ſtate 
of Non-exiſtence after the manner- of created Beitigs. All which 
confidered,makes me the more wonder at what Athanaſius tells * us our 
Euyſcbius exprelly affirm'd in a Letter to Euphration, that Chriſt is 
not true God. Pitty it is, that the Epiſtle it ſelf 15 not now extant, 
that we might have viewed his genuine Sence, Sure Iam, the Pro- 
polition, as 'tis repreſented by Athanaſius, is plainly contrary to, and 
inconſiſtent with the moſt mature and deliberate Declarations of his 
mind in all his Writings extant at this day. All that can be guelſs'd 
at this diſtance is, what ariſes from the Ads of the ſecond Viceze 
Council (where this 2 and another ſhort Paſſage is cited out of that 
Letter) that the Son is inferior to the Father, for which he quotes 
thoſe words of our Saviour, my Father that ſent me is greater than I, 
Which whether he underſtood of Chriſt's mediatory Capacity, or 
extended alſo to his filial Relation, and that too in reſpe&t of Eſſence 
and Power, is not ſufficiently plain from that place. And then for 
the other Expreſſion, that the Son himſelf is God indeed, but not 
the true God, *tis barely repeated ; though we may rationally ſuppoſe, 
he direQly referr'd init to that ſaying of Chriſt, That they may know 
thee the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom thon haſt ſent. And him- 
ſelf abundantly clears this matter, when he tells us, » that Marcelus 
charg'd him with holding, not that there was only one God, but 
that there was only one true God; as if he allowed other Gods that 
were not truly and properly ſo. But he denies the Charge, that ever 
he affirm'd the Father to be the only true God, and appeals to his 
own words; and aſſures us, he had only quoted that foremention'd 
Text.. And he complains © of the ſame Perſon, that he accus'd him 
of holding Chriſt to be a meer man, for no other cauſe, than that in 
one of his Letters he had made uſe of that place of the Apoſtle; 
There is one God, and one Mediator between God and Man, the Man Chriſt 

eſus. 

111, NOR wanted there ſome, even in thoſe times when 
the loudeſt Clamonrs were made againſt him, that ſtood up in his 
defence. Not to mention others, who becauſe of their Inclination 


to Arianiſm, may be leſs credited in their Teſtimony ; Socrates 4 . a 
et 
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ſet Diſcourſe by particular paſſages out of his Writings, (beſides what 
we have already alledg'd) proves him not to have been guilty of the 
Arian Notions, affirming that it cannot be prov'd out of his Books, 
that he aſcribes beginning of Eſſence to the Son of God, though 
he frequently uſes words relating to his Oeconomy or Diſpenſation. 
Thus Gelzſius Biſhop of Cy2/cam, politively acquits © him of this 
Charge, and affirms, that if he {aid or wrote any thing, that in the 
leaſt borders upon Arianiſm, he did it not with a bad intent, but 
meerly through heedleſneſs and Incircumſpettion, and that Euſcbins 
himſelf made good all this in an Apologetich, Diſcourſe, which he 
publiſh'd and dire&ed to all. rhe Orthodox Biſhops of the Church. 
As for the ſecond Council of Nice, that layes the Charge {o home 
and downright upon him, it's the leſs to be wond'red at, when *tis 
remembred, that the great buſineſs of that Council being to eſtabliſh 
the Worſhip of Images, and being preſs'd by their Adverfaries, with 
the Authority of E-/\65us his Letter to the Empreſs Conſtantia, lo full 
againſt it, they knew no better way to decline the blow, than by 
direQly charging him to have been an 4r/a»,(though had he been o,it 
had in that Caſe made nothing againſt his Teſtimony) producing 
only ſorne few Fragments to that purpoſe, and thoſe out of Letters 
written before the Determinations of the Council of Nice. In the 
Weſtern Church he far'd better, ſcarce any of them (S. Jerom ex- 
cepted, whoſe Zeal and Paſſion in this, as in many other Caſes, over- 
ſway'd his Judgment) ſpeaking of him without great Honour and Re- 
verence : Inſomuch that he was taken into their Calendars and Marty- 
rologies, and the higheſt Eulogies f and Commendations heap'd upon 
him, honour'd with the title of $4/»z, and a moſt blefſed Prief of holy 
Memory. And in their Miſſa/sand Breviaries had particular Leſſons, 
and divine Offices appointed for the Celebration of his Memory. 
I cannot but commend the Moderation of Pope Pe/agizs the Second, 
s who ſpeaking concerning the Caſe of Origen, fayes, that good meti 
may ſometimes commend them thar are bad ; and amongit others In- 
ſtances in our Eyſebjus,who had written an 4pology 1n behalf of Origen: 
Amone ſt Hereticks, fayes he, who worſe than Origen? And amongſt 
Hiſtorians, who more honourable than Euſebius ? In this Caſe, he tells 
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us, the Church rather expounds the Opinion of its faichful Servants _ 


into a favourable ſence, than nicely weighs and wracks their words ; 
lucha defence as it does not acquit the Innocent, ſo neither does it 
make the other Guilty. Amongſt the Writers of this latter Age, 
none have fallen upon him with greater feverity than Baronivs, who 
when he has ſo often plentifully treated his Readers at his coſt, falls 
upon him with the fierceneſs of an Etiemy, hooking in all Occaſions 
to beſpatter and reproach him, whether with greater rudenefs or in- 
gratitude, *tis hard to ſay. And the Caſe had been the more pardon- 
able, had it been pure Zeal for the Truth, that had engag'd him in 
. thoſe ſmart InveQtives. But I'm afraid *twas ſomething elſe made 
him ſo irreconcileably angry with Ezſebius, TI mean his affirming Cox- 
ſtantine the Great to have been baptiz'd at Nicomedia 2 little before 
his Death, thereby robbing the Church of Rome of the Honour of it, 
and what's worſe, of thoſe great Gifts and extraordinary Priviledges 


and Immunities faid by him to have been, at the time of his Baptiſm, 
confer'd upon that Church. bw this * fo much provok'd the 
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Cardinals choler, for this he pelts him with hard Names, calls him 
Arian, Cheat, and Impoſtor, affirming, that he feign'd this in favor 
of Conſtantins the Arian Emperor. But let us ſee what Foundation 
chere 1s for all this Out-cry. Euſebias liv'd at that time, no man of 
his Order greater at Court, and was near enough to know the Truth 
of what was done nay probably was himſelf upon the ſpot amongſt 
thoſe Biſhops he ſpeaks of, that were calld to Court, and thereby 
enabled to give ſo ready an account of the Diſcourſes, and all the 
particular Circumſtances of that dying Emperor. And ſuppoſe him 
to have had a deſign to forge ſuch a Report, it was not conli{tent with 
a man of ordinary either Piety or Prudence to have publiſÞd it 
when the thing was freſh, and ſo many Perſons of Quality and Credit 
capable to diſprove him. Beſides he has all Antiquity herein oa his 
ſide ; not to mention particular Writers, the Catholick Biſhops mer 
in the Synod at Ariminum not much above twenty years after, atteſt 
the ſame thing in their Letter i to Conſtantivs, that Conſtantine of 
happy Memory being baptiz'd, went to that ſtate of Reſt and Peace 
that was reſerv'd for him. Baronius found himſelf exceedingly gra- 
vel'd with this Teſtimony, and inſtead of untying, downright cuts 
the Knot, crying out of Falſhood and Forgery, confidently atfirming, 
and promiſing to give up the Caule, it he make it not out, that the 
Epiſtle, (though he confeſſes it to be as we have repreſented it both 
in Socrates, Sozomen, and Theodorit) wn that part of it 1s corrupted, 
and Conſtantine foiſted inſtead of Conſtzns. For that fo it ſhould be, 
he proves (and after ſo much confidence, his evidence had need be 
weighty and powertul) from the Copy of that Synodical Epiſtle, as 
"tis extant in Athanaſins. And ſo indeed it is in the Latin Tranſlation 
of it, but had he lookt into the Greet, * he would have found ſmall 
cauſe to rejoyce ſo much 1n his Invention, it being not Con/tans, but 
Conſtantine there, as weli as in all other Copies of that _— and 
even in the original m_—_— extant in S. Hilary: Not to ſay that the 
ſence of the Place neceſlarily determines it to-Conſtantize the Great. 
To contend ſo zealouſly for a Matter (as they account it, of ſo much 
importance to their Church, one would imagine, that beſides en- 
deavouring to diſable the Authorities that are againſt it, they ſhould 
have ſome very ſtrong poſitive Teſtimonies to confirm it. And yer 
after all, the whole Story 1s built upon no better Foundation than 
the fabulous Atts of S. Silvefter, which have no jult Ground or Pillar 
of Truth or Probability to ſupport them. I might add, that the 
Story of Conſtantine”s _ baptiz'd at Rome, is plainly given up by 
ſome of greateſt Note and Learning in that Church, eſpecially Halorx 
1 the Jeſuit, and Morinus ® the Oratorian, though the free de+ 
claring his mind in this Matter, coſt Moriz no little diſpleaſure in 
the Court of Rowe. But I return to Exſ'bius. Whatever obnoxious 
paſſages may be in his Writings, would but men bring the ſame 
Candor and Ingenuity that ought to be us'd towards all controverſial 
Writers, were but abatements made for Diſcouries about ſuch abſtruſe 
and incomprehenſible Speculations, were but his Expreſſions allow'd 
the favour of thoſe Rules and DiſtinQions, which all wiſe and learned 
men have agreed on for the explaining the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
and hypoſtaitick Union, and ſuch-like unfathomable Myſteries; were 
but his obſcure or dangerous Expreſſions, expounded by thoſe that 
are 


——* 
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are ſound and warrantable, I doubt not but a tolerable account might 
be given of any paſſages of this Nature,even thoſe that are moſt doubt- 
ful and exceptionable, and which it muſt be conteſt, will not other- 
wiſe bear a rigorous Examination. 


The End of Euſcbius Czfarienſis's Life. 


His Works. 


Extant. Antiquorum Martyriorum Colled. Lib. XI, 
Deſcriptio Baſilice Hieroſolymitane. 
De Preparatione Evangelica, Lib. XV. De Feſto Paſchali liber. 
De Demonſtratione Evangelica, Lib. RY. "Appryongyie ſen bp AoNenm 15DE/c 


Extant non niſi X. Cujus fragments duo extant apud Anaſta- 
Contra Hieroclem Liber. frm Sinaitam. 
Contra Marcellum, Lib. Il. Libri ejus ad Marimim ſepius citantur ab 
De Feclefiaſtica Theologia, Lib. III. eodem Anaſt aſio. 
Chbronicon, : 
Hiftorie Ecclefiaſtice, Lib. X. Doubtful or rather Suppoſititious. 
De Martyribus Paleſtine liber fingularis, 
De vita Conftantini, Lib. IV. De fide adv. Sabellinm, Lib, II, 
Oratio de laudibus Conſtantini, De Reſitrreftione liber Unus. 
De locis Hebraicis. De Reſurreione & Aſcentione Domini, 
Epiſtola ad Ceſarienſes de fide Nicena. De Incorporali &# inviſibili Deo, 
De Incorporali. 
Not Extant. De Incorporali Anima. 
De Spiritali cogit atu hominis. 
De Preparatione Eccleſiaſtica, Lib. — Out Dews Pater incorporalis eſt. 


De Demonſtratione Ecclefiaſtica, Lib, ——o De eodem 


Contra Porphyriam, Lib. XXX. De eo quod dicit Dominus non veni pacem,8c. 
Ad Stephanum de Evangeliorum diſſonantia. De Mandato Domini , quod dico wobis in 
TIsgr ©cogdprns, Lib. V. aure, &c, 

In Pſalmos CL. Commentarii. De operibus bonis & malis. 


In Eſaiam Commentariorum Lib. XV. De operibus bonis ex Epiſt. V. ad Corinth. 
TTze4 Tom? 'Ovougmnev, Lib. I. 

Apologie pro Origine, Lib. VI, Hzc omnia Latine tantum edidit, F. Sir- 
De vita Pamphili, Lib. III, mondus Par. 1643. 
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His Afts from his Birth b- the ho Condemnation of Arius by the 
Synod at Alexandria. 


Alexandria 
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Alexandria his Birth-place. The greatneſs of that City. His perſonating 
a Biſhop, and adminiſtring Baptiſm when a Child. The care taken of 
hu Education, and being plac'd under Peter Biſhop of that See.” The 
breach between Peter and Meletius wnder the Diocleſian Perſecution, 
The riſe and occaſion of the Meletian Schiſm. Arius who ; his taking 
part with Meletius. Achillas how, long Biſhop of Alexandria, prov'd 
z2t to be the Arian Achillas againſt Sandius. Alexander's ſucceeding 
him in that See, and his advancement ſtomach'd by Arius. The warious 
accounts concerning the firſt occaſion of Arius his venting his impious 
Principles enquir'd into. What his Principles were, repreſented from 
the Fragments of his own Writings. His Notions (probably) borrowed 
from the Schools of the degenerate Platoniſts. His induſtrious propa- 
gating of his Dofrine, eſpecially by means of the weaker Sex. Con- 
aemned by a Synod at Alexandria. 


. Fez HE City of Alexandria pleaſantly ſituated in a 
| Hf clear and a wholſom Air, not far from the Delza, 
EX or Weſtern Canal of the Nile, having the Pharys 


For here. was he born about the cloſe of the third Century, as 1s 
evident from ſome other Periods and Paſſages of his Life. His Pa- 
rents (though the-{ilence of Antiquity has conceald their Names) 
are ſaid ® to have been peculiarly eminent for Piety and Vertue, who 
left no other Child but. him, as if Heaven deſign'd him on purpoſe to 
be the ſole Heir both of their Eſtate and Vertue. While he was yer but 
a Youth, and had not out-grown the cares and tutorage of domeſtick 
Education, he hapned. (if the Story which we are told, be ſufficient- 
ly Authentick,)) to be recommended to publick notice upon a very re- 
markable Occaſion. | 

Il. THE Church of Alexandria kept * an Anniverſary Comme- 


moration of the Martyrdom of S. Perer, their late Biſhop, who a 


7. 44. Sozom. little before had ſuffered under the Diocleriax Perſecution. T his Feſti- 


val Al-xander newly advanced to that See, now celebrated ; when 
the publick Solemnities of the day being over, he was return'd to his 
Houſe, which ſtood by the Sea-{ide, whither he had invited his Clergy 
to Dine with him. Of whoſe coming while he was in ExpeQation, 
looking out at a Window, he found himſclt entertain'd with no un- 
plealing. Diverſhon. A company of Youths playing together on the 
Shore, were falPn upon a Humour of fancying themſelves an Ecc!-ſi- 
aſt ick 


i i) 
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oftich Cn Athanaſius, the ripeſt probably both in Parts and 


Years, Per 


onated the Biſhop, ſome were Presbyters, others Dea- 


cons, others repreſented Catechumens and Competentes, who ſued to 
be initiated with the holy Rites. Hitherto Alexander was well enough 
contented with the Childrens ſport, but when he ſaw them take 
upon them to adminiſter what he thought reſembled the facred and 
folema Rites of the Church, and the moſt hidden and concealed My- 
ſteries of Religion, he ſent ſome of the Clergy (who by this time 
were come) to enquire into the meaning of the Action. The Chil- 
dren affrighted at firſt, began todeny what they had done, affirming 
that there was no more in it than common Sport, but being ſeverely 
preſs'd, confeſs'd the Myſtery of the whole childiſh Scene, that Atha- 
zafius had ſuſtain'd the place of a Biſhop, and had baptiz'd ſome 
Children whom _ preſented to him, who had not been baptiz'd 
1 


before. This put 


im upon enquiring farther into the Manner and 


Circumſtances of that Aﬀair, and whether it had been manag'd by 
the uſual way of Interrogations and Anſwers, and finding that every 
thing had been exaQly done according to the Cuſtom and Conſtitu- 
tions of the Church, upon advice with his Clergy it was concluded, 
that the Children fo initiated ſhovld not be re-baptiz*d, but only con- 
ſummated by Confirmation. And having ſent for Athanaſius his Pa- 
rents, and thoſe ofthe reſt, who had wantonly uſurp'd the Place of the 
Clergy, he deliver'd them to them with a folema Charge to give 
them ſuch Education, as might fit them for the Miniſtry of the 
Church, and the diſcharge ot that Office, which in ſport they had 
taken upon them. Atharnaſinus hereupon was conſign'd to Maſters 
' and Tutors, and being ſufficiently perfetted in humane Arts and 
Studies, his Parents return'd him to the Biſhop, who took him into 
his Family, us'd him as his Secretary and Amanuerſis to read to him, 
and write for him; and when maturity of Age had qualifed him for 
it, ordain'd him Deacon ; and finding his Parts brisk and pregnant , 
and his Zeal vigorous and fincere, took © him into his moſt private « yd. 4thar; 
Councels, us'd his aſſiſtance in his moſt important Controverſies and 49+ 1. 


p.564- D. &. 


Afﬀairs, carried him along with him to the Council of Nice, where 1. <©:. x. 
in all his Conteſts with 4rius, and his conſtant Conflits with that conc. Nic. 1. 2. 
Party afterwards, he ſhew'd himſelf a ſtout and able Champion of ©14172-64 
the Catholick Cauſe. For the clearer underſtanding of which Afair, 
it being the great Tranſaction of his whole Life, we muſt ſtep back a 
while, that we may derive the notices of things from the Fountain- 


head. 


III. PETER Biſhop of Alexaxdria ſucceeded Theonas in that 
See, Ann. Chr. CCC. or at moſt but the year before. And ſcarce 
had he ſitten three years quietly in the Chair, when the Djocletian 


Perſecution overtook the Church, wherein he with many more of 


Note and Quality were apprehended and caſt into Priſon, in which 
number was M-leti Biſhop of Lycus in Thebais, a Perſon, next Pe- 


ter, of 
ral of a 


l 


reateſt Authority and Power, and under him DireQtor gene- 
the Afﬀairs of the Church. The ſeverity of the Perſecution 


(lo Epiphenius * relates the Story, though no where more confus'd 
and careleſs than in the Melerian and Arian Relations, and in this 


caſe reporting things not very conſiſtently with other Writers of 


thoſe Times,) tempred many of all Orders of men, to renounce the 


Faith, 
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Faith. and comply with the Geztile Rites, who repenting afterwards 
of what they had done, apply*'d themſelves to the Martyrs and Con. 
feſſors in Priſon for Abſolution, that they might be reſtor'd to Peace 
and Communion with the Church. This, Melet:# and others would 
by no means yield to, affirming it would ſet open the door to Apo- 
Racy from the Chriſtian Faith, if when men had laps'd into Idolatry, * 
they might at their return find ſo ready entertainment. Peter ated with 
the reſentments and compaſſion of a common Father, was for the more 
mild and moderate Opinion, that a time of Pennance being aſſgn'd, 
they might be re-admitted into the Church, leſt AMiQion be added 
to the aflited, and men being put upon a deſperate Ifſue, might be 
tempted to a total and final Apoſtacy from Chriſtianity. But not 
being able to prevail either by Arguments or Intreaties, he hun 
up his Mantle croſs the Priſon, crying out, they that are of my ſide, 
let them come hither ; they that are for Meletins,- let them go to him. 
Whereupon a few Biſhops and others came over to him, the great- 
eſt part remaining with Me/erius, Which widened the difference 
into ſuch a Breach, that ever after they parted Companies, and in all 
Ads of divine V/orſhip, kept their ſeparate Aſſemblies. But it was 
not long before Meletius himſelf ſtood in need of that Mercy, which 
he had ſo rigidly denied to others, being through the infirmity of his 
Faith, betray'd to offer Sacrifice to Idols. Which though not men- 
tion'd by Epiphanius, (who doubtleſs tranſcrib'd his Reports out of 
the Atts of the Meletians, which may juſtly be preſum'd partial in 
their own Cauſe) is yet by a much better Author, I mean Arhaniſius 
e himſelf, who adds, that for this, and ſome other Crimes, whereof 
he ſtood convia, (meaning, I ſuppoſe, his ſchiſmatical Proceedings) 
Peter in a common meeting of Biſhops, depos'd him from his Order 
The Ifſue was, Peter receiv'd the Crown of Martyrdom, Meletin; 
being got out of Priſon, ſtill bore up himſelf with the Power and 
Reputation of a Biſhop, ordaining Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons 
whereever he came, ereCting Churches for his own Party, and re- 
faſing to communicate with the other; each Party diſtinguiſhing 
their Aſſemblies by an Inſcription oyer their Church doors ; thole 
who belong'd to Peter, and poſleſs'd the Churches of the old Foun- 
dations, entitling themſelves, the Catholick Church ; thoſe of Mele- 
tins, the Church of the Martyrs. This Schiſm commenc'd 4». CCCVI. 
Meletins vomiting up nothing but railings and reproaches againſt 
Petey and his Succeſſors, complaining how much he had been injur'd 
by them. How far he and his Party were cenſur'd in the Viceze Synod, 
and what were their Conſpiracies and Combinations againſt Arharaſins, 
we may hear more afterwards. | 
IV. AMONGST others that went along with the Meletian 
Schiſm; was Arius, the Son of Amonins, a Libyan by Birth, (a Coun- 
try fruitful in monſtrous and unnatural ProduCtions) though Phorins 
f.and ſome others expreſly make him an Alexandriay. A man of a 
ſubtle and verfatil Wit, of a turbulent and unquiet Head, but which 
he vail'd with a ſpecious Mask of Sanftity. Upon his deſerting * the 
Meletian Party, he was made Deacon by Petey ; but diſliking after- 
wards the Biſhop's ſevere —_— againſt Melerius, was rejected 
and expell'd the Church. A little before Peter's Suffering, he 
mightily ſollicited to be again reſtor'd to his Place. But Perer knew 
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the temper of the man too well to hearken to it; and if the 4s 
s of his Martyrdom,of no inconfiderable Antiquity,be of any Credit,he 542: _ 
was expreſly forbidden it by a Viſion from Heaven; our Lord appearing ; c,n# arm 
to him in the form of a beautiful Youth, with a bright ſhining Coun- y.197. ex i» 
tenance, clad in a Linnen Coat, torn all od go fromtop to bottom. Jt Ir 
And when the - good Biſhop askt who thus rent his Garment, :.1.5.447; co- 
he anſwered, 'twas Arias had done it; and withall, charg'd him not = Anaſtaf. 
to admit him to Communion. Great and powerful Interceſſion would ps wa 
be made for him to that end, but he ſhould not do it, but ſhould give 
the like charge to Achillas and Alexander his Presbyters, who were to 
be his Succeſſors. Thenext day * came a great crowd of Presbyters » #.9.193-&c. 
and Deacons to the Priſon (whom Arius had cagag'd to ſpeak for 
him,) earneſtly importuning the Biſhop for his Abſolution. - No ſooner 
had they-mention'd his name, but he interrupted them ; Arius (faid 
he) ſhall be ſeparated from the glory of God, both in this World, and in 
that which is to come, even as he himſelf ſeparated the Son of God from 
the Glory and Co-eſſentiality of the Father. ( Though he did not 
aQtually do this till afterwards.) And taking Achillus and Alex- 
ander aſide, he acquainted them with his Viſion, and imparted to 
them the ſame Charge that had been delivered to him. Peter being 
conſummated by Martyrdom, Achillas one of the Presþyters of that 
Church ſucceeded him ; a man Grave and Pious, but of a more calm 
and eafie Diſpoſition than his Predecefſor. Anadvantage which Arius 
knew how to improve, and accordingly upon the Profeſſion of his 
Repentance was reſtor'd, yea andadvanc'dto theOrder of a Presbyter, 
'one of the Churches of Alexandria calld Bawcalis, being afſignd to 
him for his Cure; for it was the i Conſtitution of thar place, that * £7#p% conte. 
every Presbyter in that Church ſhould have a particular Parifh- {x;x. _ _ 
Church in the City allotted him, where he communicated and taught Soon.u6i/r, 
the People. Beſides all which (if an ancient Writer * may be be- {435 drof. 
liev'd) Achillzs made him Regent of the Catechetick School at Alexan- 115.0::4n.4i8. 
| dria. But Achillzs liv'd not long in that honourable Place, but three #* $no4ic. gr. 
Months, ſayes Epiphanius, "though miſtaking the Order of his Suc- ,. 5 OM rink 
ceſſion, five, ſayes Gelaſius Cyzicenus, ® but a little while, ſo Theo- ' roc.citp.314 
dorit ; ," and certainly it could not well be above a year at moſt , Þ #corc e- 
which is the time that Nicephorus of — alſigns to him. »* 1; ws 
Though I believe the Reader will think what the Author of the 0;- 
ental Chronicon ſayes, © in this Caſe to favour of more Zeal than * 4p. combef. 
Truth, that the Reaſon why God took away Achillas info ſhort a time, 77, ** 7 
{ſix Months he allows him) was for his imprudent re-admitting Arins as 
into the Church. And here I cannot but remark the Ignorant, or 
rather willful Miſtake ofa late Author, the hiſtorical Advocate * for e$4nd..z:«. 
the Arian Cauſe ; who makes this venerable Biſhop the ſame with **#* * 
that Achillas that ſided with Arizs in his Innovations ; which he con- 
hdently puts beyond all doubt. And becauſe he could not but ſee 
that 4r; never vented his Opinion, till after Alexander was come 
intothe Chair of that Church ; he adds, that Alexander depos'd and 
thruſt out Achillzs, A piece of Confidence, for which he offers not 
the leaſt ſhadow of probability, as indeed *tis moſt plainly repugnant 
toall the Writers of that Time ; not once intimated, that I know of, 
by any Author, except only the Arabia» Hiſtorian, 4 whoſe accounts « zuych. 4s 
of things, when differing from more ancient Writers, are generally n= z. 544. 
to0 idle and trifling, for any Prudent man to rely upon them. Not 7": 
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higher order than a Deacon ; and admit hjm with others to haye 
been a Presbyter, yet incredible is it, that there ſhould be ng tidings 
of his Depoſition, eſpecially when in the ſame Liſt with him and 
others condemned by Alexander, Secundus, and Theopas, are reckon'd 
up, © and particularly ſaid to have been Biſhops heretofore. Beſides, 
that Athanaſius * ſtyles oyr Biſhop the Great Achilles; a Title which 
he would not have beſtow'd upon him, had he either joyn'd with 
Arius, or done any thing that might make him obnoxious to be de. 
pos'd from his Epiſcopal Station. But the Error 1s too graſs, to de- 
ſerve a Confutation. 

V. TO Achillas ſucceeded Alexander, one whom for his Piety, 
Juſtice, Candor and Courtelie, Kindneſs to all, and Charity to the 
Poor,. both Clergy and People had in great Veneration. But impoſſi- 
ble it is to pleaſe all, Arius ſecretly ſtomach'd the Election, that one 
to whom he thought himſelf no whit Inferior, ſhould be prefer'd be- . 
fore him. And this is * generally ſuppos'd to have given the firſt 
occaſion to his ſtarting alide, and to his after-Innovations in the 
Church. *Tis true the Ariay Hiſtorian » gives quite another ac- 
count of it, that at the Election, when the greater number of Suffra- 
ges were for Ariys, he modeſtly gave Alexander the Precedence, and 
transfer'd his Votes over to him. A thing ſo contrary to the proud 
and turbulent Spirit of the man, that it needs no more to make it 
ſeem improbable, if Philoſtorgius his known Partiality to the Cauſe 
did not render it ſuſpe&ed. Alexander for ſome time had Arius in 
good eſteem, who in the mean while went on in his Pariſh-cure , 
where he began to vent, * his heretical Notions, as did allo Coll- 
thus, Carpones, and Sqrmatas, Presbyters of particular Churches in 
the ſame City ; who by diſperſing difterent Do&rines amongſt their 
People, drew them ſeveral wayes, each Party ſtyling it ſelf after the 
name of its Teacher ; ſome Collythians, others Arians. Of all which 
Alexander is ſaid to have been Ignorant, till Melerias (who though 
Schiſmatical in Praftice, was ſound in the Faith) came to him and 
gave him notice of it, deſiring a ſpeedy ſtop m_ be put to it ; Ac- 
cortngy Arias was ſent for, and being examin'd concerning the Mat- 
cer, at firſt ſight confeſs'd it, and ſtood to it. A Paſſage Iam apt 
to think, told by the Meletians in favour of their Biſhop, and from 
them borrowed by Epiphazius. Indeed the firſt occafion of Arius 
his diſcovery of himſelf, is ſomewhat differently related. Moſt pro- 
bable it is, that Arius not knowing whence elſe to pick a ks akon 
with his Dioceſan, took occaſion to cenſure and impugn his DoCtrine. 
For Alexander y on a time, in the preſence of his Presbyters, and 
the reſt of his Clergy, ſomewhat boldly diſcours'd concerning the 
holy Trinity, affirming, that in the Trinity there was an Unity. 
This Arias preſently laid hold on, and luppohng the Biſhop to have 
meant it in the Sabelian Sence, run himſelf into the contrary extream, 
eagerly diſputing againſt it to this effe&t; that if the Father begat 
the Son, then the Son had a Beginning of ſubſiſtence, and conlſe- 
quently that there wasa time, when he was not a Son, and therefore 
proceeded out of nothing. The Controverfie thus unhappily ſtarted 
quickly engag'd many on either ſide, for the allaying whereof, Alex- 
ander caus'd leveral Meetings, wherein the Matter might be debipe. 
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himſelf mod-rating in the ſeveral Diſputations. In one of which ie 


Silence. | 
VI. BEFORE we proceed any farther in_ the Courſe of the 
Story, it will not be amiſs to enquire into the true State of the Con- 
troverlie, and to fix the Notion of the Arian Principles, wherein we 
ſhall not take our Meaſures meerly from the account of his Adverſaries, 
who may be ſuſpeted ſometirnes more partially to repreſent them ; 
but from what of his own Epiſtles and Writings ts yet extant, which, 
as well as the Nature of ſuch things will bear, we will endeavour 
to deſcribe in his own Words. And firſt for the Principles which 
he was charged to oppoſe ;; he tells © us they were theſe, viz. that 
God was alwayes, the Son alwayes ; the Father together, the Son 
together ; that the Son in an unbegotten way does co-exiſt with 
God, being ever-begotten ; that God does not precede the Son in 
one minute, no nor fo much as ina thought ; and that the Son is of 
God himſelf. And then for his own Principles which he aſſerted, 
he declares, that the Son 15 not unbegotten, nor any wayes any part 
of the unbegotten, that by Council and Decree he did before all Times 
and Ages ſubſift perte&t God, the only begotten, and immurable ; 
and that before he was begotten, or created, or determin'd, or found- 
ed, he was not ; that the. Son. had-a beginning, but that God was 
without all beginning ; and that he therefore affinn'd him to proceed 
ont of a State of Non-exiſtence, as beinz no part of God, nor of any 
ſubje&t Matter ; That 4 when he ſtyPd God unbegotten, it was to 
diſtinguiſh him from that Nature that was begotten ; when without 
beginning, from him that had a beginning; when Eternal, from him 
that did exiſt in time: That he who is without beginning, has ſet 
his Son as the beginning of the things that are made, having made or 
adopted him to be his Son, who has of hicaſelf nothing of che pecu- 
liar ſubiſtence of Cod, being neither equal to him, nor co-eſſential 
with him: That © God was not alwayes a Father, but there was a 
time, when he was only God, and was not yet a Father; that after- 
wards he became a Father, and that the Son was not alwayes ſuch ; 
for lince all things were made of nothing, and thar all things are 
created and made, the Word of God it felt muſt be made out of no- 
thing, and was not before he was made, but had a beginning, when 
he was created ; there being a time when there was nothing but God, 
end afterwards the Word and Wiſdom ; _ and that when at —_— 
G 2 Ga 
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God was reſolv'd to create us, he then made one, whom he calld 
Word, Son, and Wildom, by whom he did create us: That * the 
Son has nothing peculiar of the Father's ſubſtance, but that he is a 
Workmanſhip and a Creature, and not true God, but only by Parti- 
cipation, and as heis made God: That # there 1s a Trinity, but not 
all alike in Majeſty, whoſe ſubliſtences are unmingled with one ano- 
ther, one being more immenſly Glorious than another, and that the 
Father, as being without beginning, 1s as to his Eſſence different from 
the Son : That in ſhort, the Father is inviſible, ineffable, incompre. 
henſible to the Son; and that *tis evident, that that which has a be. 
ginning, can never throughly underſtand or comprehend the Nature 
and Quality of that which is without beginning : Thar. © there are 
three Subſiſtences, and that God, as being the Cauſe of all, is alone 
without beginning ; that the Son was begotten of the Father with- 
out time, and made and fſctled before time, - but was not before he 
was begotten, and as ſuch did alone ſubſiſt with the Father ; that 
he is not eternal, nor co-eternal, nor begotten together with the 
Father, nor has the ſame Being with him, as ſome affirm, introdu- 
cing two unbegotten Principles ; but as God 1s Unity, and the Prin- 
ciple of all things, ſo he is before them, and conſequently before the 
Son. From all which it appears, what Ar aſſerted, viz. that God 
was, before he was a Father ; that he was before the Son, not only 
in order of Nature, but of Time; that the Son, though begotten of 
him, has not the ſame Eſſence, Power, and Glory with him ; not 
made of his Subſtance, or at all partaking of his Nature, or exiſting 
in his Eſſence, but altogether difterent both in Nature and Power, 
thouph form'd to the perfett likeneſs ot it; as Euſcbius of Nicomedie 
ſpeaks out in his Letter i to Paulinw Biſhop of Tyre: That what 
ubſiſtance he had from Eternity, was $s2»ugk E Bvyaz by the Will 
and Council of God ; that he is a God by Conſtitution, and as the 


Father imparts ſome Divinity to him ; and that he was made, cre- 
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ated, and eſtabliſh'd, though in a more ſublime and myſterious Way, 
than any part of the Creation. If it ſhall be askt, whence A4rius 
deriv*d theſe Notions, probable it is, he took the hint from the Do- 
QArine of the later P/aroniſts, who at this time govern'd the Schools 
at Alexandria. For although the ancient DoCtrine of the Platonick 
Trinity, aſſerting three divine Hypoſtaſes, the -wyabey, the N3; or 
2oy©., and the Wo all eternal, neceſlarily exiſtent, undeſtroyable, 
and in a manner infinite, and which had a common > «or, or Deity, 
though this Scheme rightly ſtated, gave little, if any, encourage- 
ment to the Principles of Aris, yet the Junior Platoniſts of that 
time, out of ſpite to Chriſtianity, (to which the old Scheme did 
too near approach) began to depart from the ancient DoQtrine of 
Plato in this Matter, ſtretching the Differences, and gradual Subor- 
dination, which the Elder — had made amongſt the Hyp:ftaſes, 
into too wide a diſtance, particularly they made the third Hypoſt affs 
to be Lutyy £9000, the immediate Soul of the World, informing 
and ating all parts of the Creation, thereby blending God and the 
Creature together, or rather debaſing the Deity into the rank of Crea- 
tures. Now Aris having been brought up in the Schools of Alex- 
ardria, and being a Perſon of a quick ſubtle Wit, eafily caught up 


theſe Notions, and adapting them to the Chriſtian Trinity, begn to 
aſlert 


The Life of S. ATHANASIUS. 


aſſert ſo wide a diſtance between the firſt and ſecond Perſon (for as 
yet nothing was ſaid concerning the third) as plainly to degrade it 
into the form of created Beings, though till ſheltring himſelt under 
ambiguous Expreſſhons. And for this attempe he was not a little 
prepar'd by the Principles which he had ſuckt in from Luciaw of 
Antioch (though whether at the firſt or ſecond hand it is hard to ſay) 
concerning the Perſon of our bleſſed Saviour, whom he maintain'd 
to be no more than a meer man, which Lac:ia» himſelf had deriv* 
from Par/ of Samoſata. For that Arims was one of that Tribe, we ſhall 
ſee by and by. 

VII. THESE impious and pernicious Principles, which Ariz 
propagated both by word and writing, were greedily entertain'd by 
Perſons of looſe and inftable Minds, as indeed the minds of men are 
- naturally diſpos'd to novel and curious Opinions, and men are moſt 
apt to admire what they do not underſtand. Aris like 4 man that 
was reſoly'd to go on with what he had begun, preach'd * diligently 
at his Church, and liberally ſcatter'd his Notions amongſt the Pco- 
ple, and not there only, bur diffus'd the Venom in all publick Meet- 
ings and Conferences where he came, and that no merhod of a ſubtle 
Heretick might be left unattempted, went home to their Houſes, and 
by crafty Infinuations, gain'd Proſelytes to his DoQrine. By which 
means he ſoon made himſelf a conſiderable Intereſt amongſt the com- 
mon People, and had drawn ! over to him DCC. Women that pro- 
fes'd Virginity, and gain'd footing amongſt the Guides themſzlves, 
and thoſe both of the inferior and ſuperior Order , not only in 
Alexandria, but Pentapolis, and the Parts thereabouts. It was high 
time for Alexander to have his Eyes about him, while the envious 
man thus ſowed the Tares. He had treated the man by all prudent 
and gentle Methods, by wiſe Counſels, and friendly Admoaition, 
if by any means he might reduce him to a right Mind. But the ſtub- 
born Heretick was not to be wrought upon by arts of Kindneſs, and 
was therefore to be cut off by publick Cenſures. In order whereunto 
= Alexander ſummon'd a Synod of all the Biſhops under his Jurif- 
diction,who met at Alexandria, and having examin'd the Matter, con- 
demn'd his DoArine, depriv'd him of his miniſterial Station, and ex- 
pelld him, with nine more of his adherents out of the Church. 
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His As from Arius his firſt Condemnation , till the . Council of 
Nice. | | 


Arius his great endeavours to recommend and ſupport his Cauſe. The ſum 
of Alexander*s Letter to Alexander of Byzantium, concerning Arius, 
his Principles, Abetters, and Condemnation. Euſebius Biſhop of Ni- 
comedia, Arius's great Patron. Collucianiſts, who, and why ſo called. 
Arius his Letter of complaint to Euſebius, who writes Letters in his 
behalf. The Interceſſion of the Synod of Bithynia, He is admitted 
by the Palzſtine Biſhops. Condemned a ſecond time at Alexandria. 
Alexander's Encyclical Epiſtle about his Proceedings againſt Aris, 
The ill Effetts of the Diſfates about theſe Matters. Aris his flight 
into Palzſtine, and Reception there, and at Nicomedia, His attempt 
to reconcile himſclf to his own Biſhop. Conſtantine*s trouble at theſe 
Diviſions of the Church : His Letter to Alexander and Arius. Hoſius 
ſent by him to Alexandria, not imploy'd in theſe Affairs as the Pope's 
Lepat, ſhen'd againſt Baronius. A Synod holden by him at Alexan- 
dria, but without any good Effet. | 


I. RIUS though depreſs'd by the publick Sentence of the 
A Synod, yet was1o far from being diſcourag'd in the Proſe- 

 @ cution of his Cauſe, that he —_— it with more Life and 
Vigor than before. What he could no longer do by his publick 
Miniſtry in the Church, he carried ® on by clancular and private 
Arts, ſetting up Conventicles for his Party, mingling- himſelf with 
every Company, and _— opportunities of Diſcourſe, running up 
and down both in City and Country, and filling all places with 
Clamours againſt 4l-xander, and the Synodical Cenſures. Nay the 
very Women whom he had inveigled over to his _ immodeſtly 
ran up and down the Etreets and High-wayes, to tell Tales for him 
in every Corner, to plead his Cauſe, and promote his Intereſt ; ſome 
of them taking upon them to follicit the Juſtice of the publick Tri- 
bunals, to take Cognizance of his Caſe, and to reſcind the Sentence 
of his Dioceſan, creating the aged and venerable Biſhop all imagin- 
able trouble and diſturbance. By theſe and ſuch-like Artifices he 
dayly increas'd and got ground at home, himſelf all che while ſuc- 
celsfully fiſhing in the troubled Waters. Abroad he ſupported and 
advanc'd his Reputation by frequent Meſſages and Diſpatches, by 
writing to ſeveral of the moſt noted and eminent - Piſhops of the Eft, 
to whom he ſo dreſs'd up his Notions, diſguis'd his Afairs, put fo 
ſpecious and plauſible a colour _= his Cauſe, that ſome of them 
openly appear'd in his behalf, and moſt ſent to Alexander to mediate 
a Peace and Reconciliation, the thing which Ar/#4 pretended he moſt 
deſir'd. By this means Alexander found it neceſſary ro make publick, 
what he had hitherto ſuppreſs'd and tiffed, the true State of the 
Caſe, writing to moſt of the Eaſter» Biſhops. His Letter to Al-xan- 
der Biſhop of Byz.zntinm (for to him 7 hrodorit expretly ſayes it was 
written, otherwiſe I ſhould for ſom: Reaſons have gueſt it to have 
been 
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been Alexander Biſhop of Theſſalonica) is yet extant, * © Wherein * 42-Th0d-loc, 


« he firſt complains that Aris and his Party, had upon ill Deligns, 
« and by ill Arts, advanc'd and introduc'd an impious Hereſie into 
« the Church, a Dodtrine as deſtruQtive to the Deity of the Son of 
« God, as that of either Jews or Geztiles, which they ſecurely vent- 
« ed in thoſe Dens of Thieves to which they had betaken themſelves; 
« and wherein they skulkt day and night: And not content with 
« this, began to promote aft open Schiſm and Sedition, making uſe 
« of the diſorderly Women, whom they had {educ'd over to their 
« Side, to propagate their FaCtion in every Corner, . yea, and to pre- 
« fer Indittments againſt him before the civil Magiſtrates. And 
« though by reaſon of their clancular Aftings he had ſomewhat late 
« diſcovered them, yet had he Synodically condemned, and caft them 
« out of the Catholick Church ; but ſo far were they from acquieſcing 
« in that Sentence, that they diſpers'd themſelves abroad, and by 
« Flattery and Difſimulation had ſo far impos'd upon foreiga Biſhops, 
« 2s to procure large Letters of Commendation from them, which- 
** they made uſe of to great Advantage; nay, by ſome they had been 
« :dmitted to Communion, whoſe raſhneſs herein was to be blamed. 
& Next, he expoſes the Impiety of their Principles, concerning the 
« divine Nature, and eternal exiſtence of the Son of God ; and ſhews 
« at what places of Scripture = took SanQtuary to defend them- 
&« ſelves; all which he refutes at large with admirable clearneſs and 
{« dexterity, and withall ſtates the Catholick DoQtrine in this Mat- 
'© ter. Then he proceeds to enquire into the Original of theſe mens 
« Principles, which he ſhews to have been firſt brooded and hatcht 
« by Ebion and Artemas, afterwards nouriſhed by Paul of Samoſata, 
<« then by Lucianof Antioch, the very dregs of whoſe Opinion had 
« been drank in, and vomited up by Arizs, Achillas, and the reſt ; 
* wherein they had received but too much encouragement from the 
« three Syrian Biſhops (he means Euſebius of Ceſaurea, Paxlinus of 
«© T yre, and Theodorus of Laodicea) whoſe Caſe he wiſh'd might be 
© canvaſs'd and examin*'d. That for himſelf, it was no wonder if af- 
© ter ſo many bold RefleQions upon the Son of God, and the deveſt- 
* ing him of his Divinity, they Id liberally beſtow their Scorn, 
© their Slanders and Calumnies upon him and his Party, and decry 
«© them as a Company of ignorant and illiterate Fellows, boaſting that 
« all Wiſdom dwelt with them, and that they had diſcovered Truths 
* that had been hidden from Ages and Generations, and which had 
© never ſo much as entred into the thoughts of any but of themſelves 
& alone. This he cryes out upon as a moſt impious Arrogance, and 
* an unmenſurable madneſs, a piece of Pride kindled by the Devil, 
* which neither the divine Demonſtration of Scripture, nor the una- 
© nimous Conſent of Biſhops in the DoQrine of Chriſt, was able to 
* reſtrain; nay, that herein they out-did the Impiety of the Devil, 
* who durſt not utter one word to blaſpheme the Son of God. Hence 
© he goes on to declare his belief in all the great Articles of the Creed, 
* both concerning God the Father, the Son, and the holy Ghoſt; 
* the one Catholick and Apoſtolick Church, the RefurreQtion of the 
* Dead, founded in that of our Loxd Jeſus Chriſt, who truly, and 
© not in appearance, took our Fleſh upon him, and was born of Mary 
* the Mother of God (u% 7 Otoloxe Magzas) and in the end - = 
or 
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* World came hither for the Expiation of fin, who was ctucified, 
© anddied (though without any impairing, or diſparagement to his 
* Godhead) roſe again from the Dead, was taken up into Heaven, 
* and ſet down at the right Hand of the divine Majeſty. This was 
& the DoQrine he 4 and preach'd, this the Apoſtolick Faith of 
' « the Church, for which he was ready to lay down his Life, little 
< regarding the Oppoſition that was made againſt it by Arizs and his 
« Accomplices, Enemies of the Truth, who were therefore expell'd 
* the Church, according to S. Pau/'s ſentence .in the Caſe, that if 
« 2ny one, yea though pretending himſelf, az Ange! from Heaven 
& ſhould preach any other G fpel than what they had receivd, he ſhould 
*« be accurſed, In Concluſion he adviſes him, that he would kee 
* a vigilant Eye upon them, who under a pretence of Peace and Piety, 
© Iabour'd to inſinuate themſelves in all Parts, that he would give 
&© them no entertzinment, who had been regularly expelPd and caft 
< out of the Church, but by Letters would teſtifie his agreement in 
&« the Apoſtolick DoArine, and his Approbation of what he had 
« aQed againſt thole Gain-ſayers, as great numbers had done in all 
* Provinces, as he might ſee by the account which by Appior his 
* Deacon he then ſent to him. This is the ſum of chat very prolix 
Letter, which though particularly dire&ted” to the Biſhop of Byzar- 
tium, yet (as 1s = from ſeveral Paſſages in it) was intended to be 
of a more general Concernment, and that Copies of it (as no doubt 
they were) ſhould be communicated to all the neighbour Biſhops. 
P7504.4b.p.20: To the ſame Effet he wrote ? to Philogonius Nilhop of Antioch, Eu- 
Epiph. ui ſupr. athins of Berea, and many more, to the number in all from' firſt to 
——_ laſt of LXX. Epiſtles, which -together with their Anſwers, were 
carefully colle&ed and kept together ; as were alſo thoſe of A4rius and 
his ſide, and laid up in the ſeveral Repoſitories of each Party,whence 
the Writers of thoſe times furniſh'd themſelves with Materials for the 
TranſaCtions of that Age. 
IT. AMONGST thoſe to whom 4r:#« addreſs'd himſelf, the 
chief was Exuſebizs Biſhop of Nicomedza, the Head and Champion of 
the Cauſe. He had ſometime been Biſhop of Bery:us in Syria, and 
thence tranſlated to Nicomedia, which being at that time the Seat of 
the Ex/tern Emperors, gave him a fair Opportunity to ingratiate him- 
ſelf with the great Miniſters of State, and to'render himſelf confider- 
able for Power and Intereſt at Court, He was a man of Parts and 
Learning, of a ſubtle and a daring Temper, but of a Head deeply 
infeted with thoſe Principles, which Aris had newly broach'd to 
the World. For which we are to know, that Pax/ of Samoſata Biſhop . 
of Antioch inthe declining Part of the foregoing Age, had been by a 
Synod depos'd for ſome heretical DoCtrines, concerning the Trinity, 
and the Perſon of the Son of God. Theſe Principles with ſome Im- 
provements and Alterations, Lucian, who was born at the ſame Town 
of Samoſata, and about the ſame time Presbyter alſo of the Church 
of Antioch, took up, and fo ſtifly - maintain'd, that for many years, 
« Alex. £pif. during the intire preſidency 4 of the three ſucceeding Biſhops, he 
7. Theod. *bi withdrew bimſelf from the Communion of the Church ; though 
/477-P-15- towards the end of his Life, he probably retraQted his Errors, and 

ſuffered Martyrdom under the late Perſecution. Diſciples he had 


many , whom he had train'd up in his erroneous Opinion , _ 
| el 
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114 * together in ſo ſtrict a Fraternity, that they diſtinguiſh'd them- * Pb4sb. 4. 5. 
far -* name of SuAuxiaric a, Below Luci miſts F which title C141 5-P:475 
Arins ſtiles Euſebius in his Letter to him. For indeed —_ was 
one of Lucian's prncg Schollars, who fo ſtrenuouſly detended his 
Maſter's Principles, that he made all his Intereſt ſubſervient to it. 
To him theretore Arivs direfts a Letter, © which he ſent by his * Zxt. ap. h- 
Father Ammonius, wherein he ſalutes him with the Titles of the _ Zpiph. 


moſt d:ſirable Lord, the man of God,- the faithful and orthodox Euſebius. loc. cit. 
In it he complains of Alexander's ſevere and unjuſt Proceedings againſt 
him, meerly for his defence of Truth, that he turn'd every Stone to 
do him miſchief, and had expelPd him for not ſubſcribing to Princi- 
ples which he could not own, aid not him only, but had denounc'd 
ah Anathema againſt Eufebius of Ceſarea, Theodotus, Paulinus, Grego- 
rivs, and other Eaſtern Biſhops, (not that Alexander had particularl 
condemn'd any of theſe, but only under the general name of Friends 
and Favourers of the Arias Cauſe,) deſiring his favour, and to be 
mindful of thoſe Troubles, which his Zeal for Truth had brought 
upon him, Euſcbius, forward enough to undertake the Patronage I 
of the Cauſe, writes * ſeveral times to Alexander about this Matter, * Soc. l.1.c.64 
Magiſterially requiring him to looſe the band of Excommunication, *** '+ 
and reſtore Arivs to Communion, as one whoſe Sentiments were 
{ound and orthodox. And not content with this, he preſently writes 
* to Paulinus of Tyre, chiding him for his Silence and Negligence j . «,,. xp. 
and preſſing him to write to Alexander, as hoping his Interceffion «p. Theod. 5b. 
might prevail. Vex'd to ſee that nothing was done by all this im- © 3% 
rtunity, he ſummon'd » a Synod of the Birhynian Bi 9Ps, where » Som. t. x: 
LO were written to the Biſhops, of other Parts, that they would « 15 p- 428 
communicate with 4rius and his Adherents, as Perſons ſound in the 
Faith, andulſe their endeavours with Alexander to receive them again 
into the Church. But the good Biſhop ſtood firm and immovable 
as a Rock, deaf to.all ſuch Importunities. Which Arizs perceiving, 
ſent Agents to the Biſhops of Pal.etie, deſiring that by their Sentence 
he might be allow*d to aſſemble his Congregation, as aforetime he 
had done. The —_ being met, aſſented to his Petition, but with- 
all, charg'd him and his Fellows to behave themſelves with all due 
Reverence and Submiſſion to their own Biſhop. ol 
HT. ELATED with the "_ ad Interpoſals of ſo many 
and ſich potent Interceſſors; 4riws behav'd himſelf with greater 
Arrogance than before. He boalted of his great Alliances, and the 
numbers ef thoſe that conſented with him, ſhewed the Letters that 
had been written to him, and in his behalf, proceeded confidently 
in his ſeditiqus Meetings, and deſpis'd his Adverſaries as ſimple and 
illiterate, Torepreſs whoſe Inſolence, Alexander found-it neceſlary 
to convene a ſecond Synod at Alexandria; for that it was diſtinC 
from the farmer, ſeems evident from the number of the Perſons ſen- 
tenc'd, ten only being condemn'd in the firſt, fourteen in this latter 
Synod, two of which, viz. Secundis and Theonas were Lybian Bi- 
ſhops, who having joyn'd themſelves to the Aria» Party, were now 
condemn'd with them. In this Synod met near an hundred Biſhops 
.out of Egypr and Lybia, who ſolemnly excommunicated the man and 
all his Partners, declaring them to be fallen from the Catholick 
Faith, and cut off from the Church of Chriſt, Accordingly Epiphs- 
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rims tells * us, that Ariz after his firſt Condenination, having ſaid 
a long time at Alexendria, was at length apprehended, and brought 
& #Asy20v Go I aan, @ ixwipuxlC®. gaywnmny, to a Conviltion or 
Confutarion in the City, and by publick Proclamation proſcrib'd and 
baniſh'd. Of theſe Proceedings Alexander preſently publiſh'd an ac- 
count, and as before he had written to particular Biſhops, ſo now 
he wrote a more general and Ezcyclical Epiſtle, » direQed to all the 
Biſhops and Governours of the Church, calling upon them as Mem- 
bers of the ſame Body, to entertain a compaſſionate Sympathy with 
the State of his Church. 


This Epiſtle is much ſhorter than that heretofore written to Alex- 
ander, and containing a brief, but grue State of the Controverſic 
then on foot, we ſhall here ſet it down, 


7” our dear and venerable Brethren, our Colleagues in the Miniſtry 
of the Catholick Church whereſoever diſperd, Alexander in the 
Lord greeting, For 4s much as the Body of the Catholick Church i but 
one, and that we are commanded in the holy Scriptures to keep the bond of 
Peace and Concord, it ts very fit that we ſhould write to you, and that 
whatever ples amongſt us, ſhould be mutually communicated to one ano- 
ther, ſo that whether one Member ſuffer, we = fer with it; or 
one 7 rejoyce, we may rejoyce with it; w therefore that within 
our Diaceſs, certain bad men, Enemies to Chriſt are riſen. up, who propa- 
gate an acy ; which 4 man may very truly judge and ſtyle the 7 pre 
Funner of 6 ti-chriſt; Deſirows I was to have ſtiffled and conceald this 
Matter, that the Venom might have been kept only within theſe Apoſtates, 
and ſa beve expir'd, and not ſpread it ſelf abroad into other Parts, and 
infect the Minds of the Simple. But ſince Euſebius now Biſhop of Nico- 
media (who preſumes that the diſpoſel of all —__— Afﬀeairs is lodged 
with him, eſpecially fince having deſerted Berytus, he has poſſeſs'd himſelf 
of the See of Nicomedia, without being proſecuted for it as a Violator of 
the Canons ; ſince he) hath undertaken the Patronage of theſe Apoſtates, 
and has written Letters in their Commendation into all Parts, to ſeduce 
anwayy and undifcerning Perſons to this execrable and Anti-chriſtian 
Hereſie ; 1 thought it neceſſary, conſidering what is written in the Lan, 
to be no longer filewt, but to acquaint you all with the State of things , 
that you may both know the Apoſtates themſelves, and underſtand the un- 
happy Terms and Expreſſions of this Hereſie, and that if Euſebius have 
written to any of you, you may give no heed to it, By theſe Perſons 
he endeavours to broach and bring to light that corrupt and perverſe Mind, 
which he has « long time conceal'd, and though he pretends he only writes 
i their behalf, yet he ſufficiently declares he does it upon his own account. 
The Names of thoſe who have thus apoſtatiz/d, are theſe, Arius, Achillas, 
Aithales, Carpones, another Arius, Sarmates, Euzoius, Lucius, Ju- 
lianus, Menas, Helladius, Caius ; and together with them, Secundus 
and Theonas, heretofore accounted Biſhops. The Dofrines which they 
have ſtarted without any ground from Scripture, and which they publickly 
went, ave theſe. God (ſay they) was wat alnayes a Father, but there 
mas 4 time, when he was Goa, but not Father : The word of God was not 
almayes, but ſprang out of nothing. For he that was God, made him that 
mas ut, out of that which was not ; axd therefore there was a time, when 
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he was wot. For the Son is a Creature, and the Workmanſhip of God ; 

neither in Eſſence like to the Father, nor the true and natural Word, or 

Wiſdom of the Father, but one of the Creatures that were made, and is 

only improperly ſtyd the Word and Wiſdom: For as much as he himſelf 

was made by the genuine word of God, and by that Wiſdom that is in God; 

by which God made him as well as all other things. Upon this account he 

is in his oxn nature mutable and alterable, as all rational Creatures are. 

He is a word Foreign, and: ſeparated from the Eſſence of God. The Fa- 

ther is incomprehenſible and ineffable to the Son; who neither perfettly and 
accurately knows him, nor is able perfeitly to behold him. Nay the So 

underſtands not his own Subſtance, of what kind it is. For he was made 

for our Sakes, that by him as by an Inſtrument God might create us: Nor 
had he ever had any Being, had not God deſignd to create us. And when 

they were askt, whether the Word of God might change, as the Devil did, 
they bluſh'd not to reply; he might doſo; for being made and created, he 
muſt be of a mutable Nature. W, hile therefore Arius and his Party dif- 
cours'd at this rate, and impudently preachd theſe things up and down j 
we with the Biſhops of Egypt and Libya, #o the number of near an hun- 
dred, met in a Synod, where we anathemati2'd them, and all that adher'd 
to them. Notwithſtanding which, Eulebius and his Followers gave them 
entertainment, endeavouring to blend Falſhood with Truth, and ts confound 
Impiety and Religion. But they ſhall be able to do nothing. For Truth 
is Mighty, and will overcome ; neither is there any Communion of light 
with darkneſs, or any Concord of Chriſt with B:/ial; who ever heard 
of ſuch things as theſe before? Or who is there that hears them now, and 
does not ſtand amaz/d, and ſtop his ears, that they may not be defiPd with 
ſuch wretched and infettionus Diſcourſes * Who can hear S. Johan ſay, In 
rhe beginning was the Word, and zot preſently condemn thoſe that 
aſſert, that there was a tim? when he was not ? Or who can hear thoſe Ex- 
preſſions in the Goſpel, the only begotten Son ; and, by him all things 
were made, but he muſt abominate thoſe that affirm, that the Son is one 
of the Creatures ? For how can he be one of thoſe things which himſelf made ? 
Or how can he be the only begotten,” who according to them is. levelPd with 
the rank of all created Beings? How can he ariſe out of nothing, when 
the Father aſſures #s, * my heart hath ſent forth a good Word ; and 
elſewhere,” from the Womb before the day-ſpring have I begotten thee ? 
Or how is he in Subſt ance unlike the Father, when he is the perfeCt Image 
and brightneſs of his Father, and has himſelf told ws, he that hath ſeen 
me, hath ſeen the Father ? How can the Son be the Word and Wiſdom 
of God, if there was a time, when he was not? For *tis as if they ſhould 
ſay, there was a time, when God was without Wiſdom and Reaſon. How 
can he be liable to Change and Alteration, when he tells us of hinſelf, 1 

am 1a the Father, and the Father in me ? 4-4, I and the Father am 
one-; ard by the Prophet, behold, I am, and I change not. 4x4 
though ſome may refer this Expreſſion to the Father, yer may it now be 
more conveniently underſtood of the Son ; for that being become man, hi: 
7s not changed, but as the Apoſtle ſayes, Jeſus Chriſt, the fame to day, 
yeſterday, and for ever. But what was it induc'd them to affirm, that he 
w:45 made for us ; when S. Paul teſtifies, for whom, and by whom are all 
things? As for their blaſphemous aſſerting, that the Son does not perfeitly 
know the Father, no man ought to wonder at it. For having once pro- 
claim'd War againſt Chriſt, they a ſet at nonght his words that tell us, as 
2 the 
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the Father knows me, ſo know I the Father. If therefore the Father 
knows the Son in part, plain it is, that. the Son alſo in part knows the 
Father. But if it be unlawful to affirm that, and if the Father per. 
fetly knows the Son, *tis moſt evident, that in the ſame manner that the 
Father knows his Word, in the ſame does the Word know his Father, whoſe 
Word he is. With theſe Arguments, and the frequent nrging of the holy 
Scriptures, we have often convint'd and ſilenced them. But they Chame- 
lion-like, preſently again chang'd colour, making good in themſelves, that 
which is written ; that when the withed is come to the bottom of evil, he 
will ſtill deſpiſe. Many Hereſies have ariſen before theſe, which attempting 
more than was meet, have fallen into folly and madneſs. But theſe men, 
by their attempts to deſtroy the Divinity of the Word, which is the ſcope 
and deſign of all their Diſcourſes, have juſtified all thoſe ancient Hereſies, 
and do themſelves much nearer approach to Anti-chriſt. For which cauſe they 
are anathematiz/d, and cut off from the Church. We are indeed heartily 
griev'd for the Deſtrution of theſe men, and eſpecially for that having 
heretofore receiv'd the Dottrine and Communion of the Church, they are 
now departed from it. Which yet we ought not to think ſtrange. For 
thus did Hymenzus and Philetus, and Judas before them both, who 
having been a Diſciple of our Saviour, became afterwards a Traytor and 
un Apoſtate. Nor have we been left without warning of theſe things. For 
our Lord foretold, Beware, leſt any man ſeduce you. For many ſhall 
come in my name, ſaying, I am he, and the time is at hand, and 
{hall deceive many : but go not after them. _4A»d Paul, who learnt 
theſe things from our Saviour, writes-thus: In the latter times ſome 
ſhall depart from the Faith, giving heed to ſeducing Spirits, and 
Dottrines of Devils, that turn away men from the Truth, Sizce 
therefore our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt has both himſelf forewarn'd, 
and by his Apoſtle given us notice of theſe Matters, we who were Ear- 
witneſſes of th:fe mens Impiety, have juſtly condemn'd them, and declar'd 
them ſeparte from the Catholick Church and Faith. This, dear and hon- 
oured Brethren, we have thought good to ſignifie to your Piety, that you 
may neither entertain any of them, if they ſhall have the Confidence to 
come to you, nor give any credit to Euſebius or any man elſe that ſhall 
write in their behalf. For it becomes us, as we are Chriſtians, to turn 
away from all thoſe that either opine, or ſpeak againſt Chriſt, as Enemies 
ta God, and Corrupters of mens Souls, 6... not ſo much as bid them God 
ſpeed, leſt we be partakers of their evil Deeds, 2s S. John hs charg'd 
us. Salute the Brethren that are with you. They that are with me ſalute 


Jo's 


This Epiſtle was ſubſcrib'd » by ſeventeen Presbyters of Alexar- 
aria, and thirteen Deacons, whereof one was Athanaſins, and by 
ſixteen Presbyters, and as many Deacons of the Province of Mareotis. 
And indecd it was time for A4/exaxder thus to beſtir himſelf; for the 
Flame had not only kindled in his own Quarters, but began to ſpread 
it ſelf into moſt other Churches. All places * were full of Schiſms 
and FaQtions, of Fewds and Quarrels, and that not with open Ene- 
mies, but amongſt Friends and Neighbours ; nothing but Diſputes 


' and Controverſies heard in every Company ; and the common Peo- 


ple, who were leaſt capable to underſtand them, were made, not 
only.SpeCtators of the Differences, but Judges of the moſt amr" 
an 
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and intricate DoQrines of Religion : Nay the very Gertiles themſelves 
were furniſh'd with matter of Scorn and Laughter, and the ſublimeſt 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, made ſport for the Theater. 

IV. BY this time Aris had left» Alexandria, which the Sen- 
tence of the late Synod had now made too hot for him. He firſt re- 
tird into Paleſtine, to try what Reception he could find amongſt the 
Biſhops there, to whom he addreſs'd himſelt with all the Arts of 
Courtſhip and Inſinuation, that might beget in them a good Opinion 
of him and his Cauſe, and oblige them to ſtand his Friends. By 
many he was kindly entertain'd, but rejected by others. Which 
Alexander no ſooner underſtood, -but he wrote to the Paleſtine Biſhops, 
to Enſcbins of Ceſarea, Macarius of Jeruſalem, lt '[culapins of Gaza, Lon- 
zinus of Aſcalon, and ſeveral others, reproving thoſe that had usd 
him with ſo much kindneſs and civility ; who all- by their ſeveral 
Anſwers, return'd him an account of what had been done; ſome 
proteſting that they had not receiv'd him, others that they had 
done it through ignorance and ſurprize, not knowing the State of 
his Caſe; others that they did not conceive him to be ſo bad as his 
' Adverſaries repreſented him, and others, that they had done ir in 
order to the reducing and reclaiming of him. However the Effe&t 
was, that men generally became more ſhy of his acquaintance and 
Company. Whereupon _— his entertainment grow colder in 
theſe Parts, he betook himſelf to his great Patron at Nicomedia ; 
with whom he found a hearty Welcome, being receiv'd with all the 
Demonſtrations of AﬀeC&tion and Friendſhip. While he continued 
here, he again attempted to reconcile himſelf to his own Biſhop, by 
explaining his Principles, and avoiding what he thought might be 
charg*d upon them, though he rendred them not one Syllable better 
than he had done before, which he did ina Letter < direQed to Alex. 
ander afrer this manner. 7o the bleſſed Pope Alexander, our Biſhop 
the Presbyters and Deacons in our Lord greeting, The Faith which we 


> Fpiph. ns 


ſu Pr. 


@ Ext. ap. A*+ 
than. d3 Syn. 
Arim. & Sel. 


p.682.& Ep47ns 


have received from our Anceſtors, and which we learnt even from you , ubi ſur 3-315: 


bleſſed Father, is this, We acknowledge one God, &c. The whole Let- 
ter contains nothing elſe but an Explication .of their Do&trines ; 
wherein, though at firſt they ſeem to ſmooth over things with a 
plauſible Gloſs, and terms contriv'd on purpoſe to diſguife their 
Meaning ; yet in fine, they plainly declar'd that the Son is neither 
Eternal nor Co-eternal, nor Co-efſential with the Father, but that 
God is before the Son ; and this they confidently tell him is nomore, 
than what they learnt from his own publick Sermons in the Church. 
This Letter was ſubſcrib'd by Aris and his Company, being the 
whole number of thoſe who had been condemn'd in the late Synod, 


excepting only the other Arius, who was either abſent at this time 


upon ſome occaſion, or his name it may be left out by Tran- 
{cribers, as ſuppoſing it the ſame with the former. A long time 
Arins remnain'd at Nicomedia, though with what ſucceſs to his Aﬀairs 
15 not known ; after which he ſeems to have return'd back to Alex- 
anaria. 

V. THUS things ſtood till the year CCCXXIV. when Cox- 
ſtantine having vanquiſhed Licinius, was come to Nicomedia, * in- 
tending a farther Journey into the Eaft, into Syria, and Paleſt:ze, and 
thence into Egypr , when he was advertigd of the Diſſentions' at 

Alexanaria, 


4 Conſt. Epif. 
ap.Euſ. de wits 
Conſt. 1.2. 6.7 3+ 
pe 477+ 
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Alexandria, either by Enſcbius Biſhop of Nicomedia, or by Letters 

from Alexander, for that he wrote to the Emperor about this Aﬀair, 

* Ine. etats Epiphanius © __ tells us. The good Emperor was infinitely 

| ſurpriz'd and troubled at this unhappy News, and ſtopping his ſour- 

* 2 c:.4p.Euſth. ney, wrote * joyntly to Alexander and Arins, the two Heads of the 

pay 6 43 ditſenting Parties : In which Letter he tells them, that two things 

1.  7:3.15, he had chiefly defign'd with himſelf, to reduce all Perſons to an Unity 

and Agreement in matters of Religion, and to deliver the World from 

that Yoke of Tyranny that was upon it ; and that having happily 

effected the latter by his late Triumph and Victory, he was reſolutely 

bent upon the other, when the ſad Tidings of their woful Differences 

overtook him : Differences which het underſtood aroſe from nice and 

curious Queſtions, and which ought not to be bandied 1n fruitleſs and 

ſubtle Diſputations ; that chalelre they ſhould forbear ſuch unpro- 

fitable Problems, and mutually accord and joyn together ; and when 

they were agreed in the main duties and principles of Religion, ſhould 

not for little things go on by ſuch pertinacious Contentions, to diſtra& 

the Minds of the People, and tear in pieces the Peace of the Church ; 

paſſionately concluding, that they would return to mutual Love and 

Charity, and let the People enjoy their proper Kindneſs and Friend- 

ſhip, and laying aſide all quarrelſome Feuds and Animolities, would 

receive and embrace each other ; eſpecially that at leaſt they would 

have ſome regard to his eaſe and quiet. © Reſtore me (fayes he) my 

* calm and peaccable dayes,and my nights void of Cares, that ſo here- 

« after | may enjoy comforts of pure Light, and the pleaſure of a 

<* quiet Life may be my Portion; otherwiſe I ſhall ravel out my 

* dayes in Tears and Sorrow, and bid adieu for the future to repoſe 

*andeaſe. For how ſhall I be able to ſupport my mind, while my 

* Brethren, the People of God are rent alunder by ſuch pernicious 

* and ſcandalous Schiſms and Difſentions ? © By your Concord open 

« my Journey into the Eaſt, which you have block'd up by your 

& Feuds and Quarrels ; grant me thus much, that as ſoon as 15 poſſible, 

* Imay ſee you and all other People rejoycing together, and that 

* we may unanimoutly celebrate the due Praiſes of God for the com- 

* mon Liberty, Peace and' Concord. This Letter he ſent by Hoſius 

2i{htop of Corduba in Spaiz, who had been an eminent Confeſlor 

under the late Perſecution, one for whom Conſtantine had a great 

Honour and Reverence, and whom he now deputed as Umpire to 

* 444.318. decide theſe Differences. Indeed Baronins, ® true to the Intereſt of 
Tr» his Deſign, will needs have Hoſius to have been ſent as a Legat from 

ES Pope S//veſter upon this errand, that ſo the Honour of this great 

Aﬀair might be x nee upon the See of Rowe. But for this there's 

no Foundation appears in Story, not one Syllable of the Pope's being 

b Loc.cit.c.63- CONCern'd in it : All the account Euſebins * gives of it is, that when 

P: 472- the Emperor heard the News, he was paſſionately concern'd at it, 

and looking upon it as a thing neerly touching him, ——_—y 
diſpatch*d away one of the Servants of God, that were then wit 

him at Court, one Famous for the ſobriety and excellency of his 

Faith, and his conſtancy in Religion in the late Times, to compoſe 

the Diſſentions at Alexandria, furniſhing him with neceſlary Letters 

to the Authors of them. Whereas Baronizs ſuggeſts, what errand 


elſe could bring Hoſins to Court ? As if an hugdred Occaſions might 
| not 


— 


_ - - 


— 
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not bring him thither, that are to us unknown. But if a Reaſon muſt 
be afſign'd, why might not Conftartine (who ever lov'd to have 
eminent Biſhops in-his Company) view | him along with him out of 
the Weſ#? Or if he came upon publick uſineſs, I ſhould rather think 
it was upon the account of the Contelts of the Doxetiſts: ia Africk, 
whoſe cauſe had been fo often heard and canvaſÞ'd in Synods, both 
there, and in Fraxce, and at Roe, and that by the Emperor's own 
Order and Dire&ion, ro whom thoſe Hereticks frequently appeaFd: 
And this Iam the rather inclin'd to believe, becauſe Confartine in this 
very Epiſtle i tells us, that pe his Victory over Licimine, a6. de- i Ubi ſapr, 
fignd to convene Synods for the compoling thoſe 4/ricav» Diflematons, © 55 &:- 
which had ſomiſerably diſturb'd and over-run the Church, which he 
had effeQtually done, had not theſe new Alexandrizn Differences in- 
terven'd. ' As for Hoſims his ſubſcribing firſt in the Council of Vice, 
implying him thereby to have been the Papal Legat ; admitting this 
to a, —_ ſo, yet this was not till afterwards, and might be dune 
time enough, when Sifveſter and the reſt of the Biſhbps receiv's the 
Imperial Summons for that Synod. Ner could the Pope derive his 
Proxy upon a fitter Perſon, a man of great Name and Note, alteady 
converſant in thoſe Parts, and that beefi concern'd and. bulied in 
thoſe Aﬀairs. But the beſt of it is, there was no fuch thing, not is 
there any ground in Story for aſlerting it. - And accordingly we find | 
men of Learning, * and zealous for the Intereſts of the Church * #1. viver. 
of Rome, who deny Hoſius to have . the Pope's Leget in that Commer ni 
Council, and affirm him to have ſubſcrib'd only in the name of the 11 ;:m. 324. 
Province for which he ſerv'd, and that whatever Prefideticy or Au- 0-376: «64 alis 
thority he had inthat Synod, it was deriv'd upon hirt by the Fathers ©" 
of the Council, and that only upon account of his excellent Learnang, 
and eminent Confefforſhip inthe times of Perſecution, | | 

VI HOSIUS thus furniſh'd with the imperial Commiſſion, 
takes his Journey for Alexexdris, where being arriv'd, he delivered 
the Emperor's Letters, and it was determin'd, that the Matter ſhould 
be again examin'd in a publick Convention. Hereupon a Synod * of * y;4. 4ther; 
the Biſhops of thoſe Parts was aſſembled,which Baronius *(who traded 21%11-9.614 
no farther than in Latin Tranſlations) calls a general Council, and + 2; fr. 6 
that for this Reaſon, becauſe it was held by the Leger of th&Apo- 4m: 909. I 
ſtolick See. Both certainly trite alike. For tieither did Hoflos pre- **Il- 


ſide in this Synod as the elngs be nor is this Synod in havens 


ſtyPd a general Council, things being only ſaid to be matiag'd wa» 
#975 ovrod', IN a common y of the Egyprien Bifbops. What 
was particularly tranſa&ed in this Synod, we tho whiere find, tote, 
than that Colurhus was depoy'd, who having been Prezbyter of one of 
the Pariſh-Churches in Alexandris, had ; aſlum'd to hitiſelf 
the Place and Title of a Biſhop, 4ndas ſuch had coriſecrated thany its 
holy Orders, for which he was here cenſur'd and reduc'd to his ſores 
Station, and the Ordination of zhoſe who had been conſecrated by 
him, declar'd null and void. As for the 4ri«s Controverſies, we nay 


gueſs by the Event what was the Ifſue of this Meeting, no good being 


done init, neither the Care and Authority of the r, oor the 
Preſence and Perſwafions of Hoſies being able to prevail, the fall de- 
ciding of the Caſe being reſervd to a more publick and ſolemet De- 


termination, 


SECT, 
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SECT. 11. 
'The Afts and Proceedings of the Council of Nice. | 


A general Council ſummon'd at Nice Joun all Parts of the Chriſtian 

Church. The different Accounts of the Numbers that met in that Synod, 
- Whente this aroſe. How many took part with Arius: The time and 
place of their Meeting. A bufie Philoſopher ſilenc'd and convincd by ax 
illiterate Confeſſor. The preliminary Diſputes with Arius. The wigor 
and brickneſs of Athanaſius in thoſe Diſputes. © The manner of the 
Emperor*s entrance into the Synod, and the Effetts of his Speech to 
them. Their mutual Heats and Accuſations quaſht by Conſtantine. 
The Arian Dottrine more ſolemnly debated by the Fathers. The Arian 
Formula by whom brought into the Synod. The ſubtle Evaſions of the 
Arians in the Niceties of the Difference between them and the Cathq- 
licks. The Nicene Creed drawn up by Holius, and approv'd by the 
Council. By whom rejetted. Arius and his Aſſociates baniſh}'d by the 
Emperor. Conſtantine*s Edit? againſt them and their Writings, and 
command that they ſhould be ftyd Porphyrians. What Determination 
the Synod made in the Caſe of Meletius, and the Perſon ordain'd by him. 
Their Deciſion of the Paſchal Controverſie. - The number of the Canon; 
made by them, What paſſed between Conſtantine azd Acelius the No- 
vatian Biſhop. No reaſon to queſtion the Truth of that Story. The 
Synodical Epiſtle to the Church of Alexandria, concerning the Tranſat 
ons of the Council. The Effects of ſome of Conſtantine*s Letter; to 
the [eo purpoſe, The End and Duration of the Synod: The Fathert 
magnificently treated by the Emperor. Eulebius of Nicomedia, and 
Theognis of Nice recant their Subſcription to the Decrees of the Synod, 
and are baniſh'd by the Emperor; their Boldneſs and Impiety, The true 
account of that Matter. 


. 


I FTER Hoſius had in vain attempted to make up the breach, 
he return'd back to the Court at Nicomedia, to give the 
Emperor'an account of his unſucceſsful-TranſaQtion at Ale x- 

erdria. But Conſtantine deſiring, if poſſible, to ſtop the Grangren 

from ſpreading farther, and finding that no private Method would 
effe& the Cure, refoly*d for the ſuppreſſing this and ſome other Con- 
troverlies then on foot, to call in the afſiftance of the whole Chriſti- 
an Church. To which purpoſe he preſently iſſued out his Letters 


© raſ.devit. ® into all parts of the Chriſtian World, commanding the Biſhops 
Conſt. 1. 3-c.6, and ny to meet together by a day appointed. Who no ſooner 
e 


* received t 


Summons, but flock'd out of all- Provinces, from Syria, 
Cilicia, Phenicia, Arabia, Pontus, Galatia, Pamphylia, Cappadotia , 
Aſia, Phrygia, Perſia, Scythia, Egypt, Lybia, Thracia, Macedonia, 
Epirus, Italy, and whence not ? So that Euſebius compares this Coun- 
cil, to the great Apoſtolical Aſſembly that met together upon the day 
of Pentecoſt, where there were Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and the 
dwellers in Meſopotamia, and in Judea, and Cappadocia, int Pontus - 
Aſia, 
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Phryoia and Pamphilia, in Egypt; and in the part of Lybia abour 

- fo "avs of Mhias du = Proſelytes, Cretes and Arabians, 
men out of every Nation under Heaven. Only herein (as he obſerves) 
this had the advantage of the other, that in that the” greateſt parr 
were Laicks, and they but Proſelytes; in this they were the Guides 
and Miniſters of Religion z men venerable for their Age, and their 
Confeſſions, and conſtancy in the Faith; for the gravity of their 
Manners; the Wiſdom, Learning, and Reaſon of their Arguments 
and Diſcourſes, who meeting together out of the remoteſt and moſt 
diſtant Parts, made up a variegated Garland (as he Styles it) of the 
moſt beautiful and curious Flowers, which the Chriſtian World ever 
deheld either before or ſince. The place appointed for the Aſſembly 
was Nice, the Metropolis of Bithynia (as Strabo * calls it) ſituate * L12.9.554 
upon the Banks of the 4/cania» Lake, in the ſame Province with 
Nicomedia,where the Emperor then kept his Coutt. Twas a Cit arg 
and exaQly four-ſquare, and ſeated in a pleaſant Champion, high y 
commended by an old Geographer » for the neatneſs, elegancy, event- py.orh.dſer. 
neſs, and regularity of irs Buildings, ſo as ſcarce any other place er {- 2 Getbs- 
could equal it. Hither came CCCXVIII Biſhops, beſides an innu- _———_ 
merable Company of Presbyters, Deacons and inferior Orders. In- 
deed the number of the Nicene Fathers is uncertainly delivered by the 
Ancients. - Euſcbins ? makes them more than CCL. Exſftathins » Lu. cit.c. 8. 
4 Biſhop of Antioch CCLXX. __ withall rells us, that by reaſon «44.7hod.L.c. 
of the greatneſs of the number, he could give no certain account, nor © #-- 26. 
was hevery exaQ and curious about this Matter.) ' Athanaſius * CCC. xy. ad Suit. 
more or leſs, S9zomen © about CCCXX. A Manuſcript Colle&ion of 7: $5, 661. 
Synodical AQts, which Mr. Se/dex * conjeQtures to have been written ,.73"* 7 
about the time of the Council of Chakcedorn, makes the Bi tO * Comment. is 
have been CCXXXI. the Prieſts, Deacons, and Monks L , 0npnts & 79: 
in all CCCXVIIL With him concurs a Modern Greek Hiſtorian 
» who adds, that the Reaſon why jult ſo many met, was becauſe * Dwoeth. Me- 
there were juſt ſo many years expir'd from the Birth of Chriſt, to the 2% Zu 
convening of that Synod, which 'he makes to have been called *%;** 
Ann. CCCXVIIL On' the other hand Eztychias the Arabick Hiſto- 
rian, and Iſmael Ibn Ali, a Mahumetan Hiſtorian, mention'd by Mr. Se/- 
den, * enlarge the number to MMXLVIIL'., Out of which they tell » zu. citar 
us, the Emperor ſeleQed CCCXVIIL. Though whence this variety 
of Reports ſhould ariſe, whether from the great numbers of inferior 
Clergy that came thither, but had-no Votes in the Council, or from 
the diſſenting Parties in the Synod, not taken into account, 1s hard to 
ſay. The firſt is moſt probable, eſpecially ſince Es/ebivs tells us, 
that the number of Presbyters, Deacons, Acolythi, and others that 
attended the Biſhops thither was ſo great, that they could not well 
| bereckon'd up. MNicetas Chontiates * gives this Reaſon, why no more * Thy. orth. 

Biſhops met in ſo venerable an Aſſembly, becauſe Age and Sickneſs + & s-< 
detaind many at home, and that Biſhopricks were then but thin © #* 
ſowd, every little City not being then advanc'd into an Epiſcopal 
See, asSit was afterwards, ſome whole Countries having no more 
than one Biſhop to.preſide over them. The number that has-gain'd 
the general Suffrage in all Ages of the Church, is that there were 
CCCXVIN. Biſhops, and with this 4rhanaſius himſelf elſewhere 7 con- 1 #pif. «4 
curs. _ And to make it the _ ſacred and venerable, Liberias 1-718 
| z with 


— 
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z with his Council of Weſters Biſhops, has found out a Myſtery in ir, 
it being exatly the fame number, wherewith the Patriarch 46rg- 
ham went out and overcame the vaſt Army of the Infidels- Of this 
number there were that eſpous'd the Cauſe of Arius in the Council, 
nine (ay ſome * ) thirteen ( ſay others*) fifteen*©, or ſeventeen 
cn others 4) Philoſtorgius © reckons up XXII. whoſe names he ſets 
wn, together with the Provinces from whence they came. They 
were all together .with their Attendants and Followers, tranſported 
thither by publick Conveyances at the Emperor's Charge, as they 
were maintain'd at his Coſt during their being there. > 
II. THIS venerable Synod began upon. the XX. day of May, 
or, as others more probably, on the. XIX. of Juze, Anno Chr.CCCXXV. 
They met (as the, Eccleſiaftick Hiſtorians generally affirm) in the 
reat Hall of the Pajace; though a learned man * thinks it highly 
improbable, that ſuch ſublime and ſacred Matters ſhould be debated 
any where, but in the Church ; and that it was only on the final and 
concluſiye day that they aſſembled in the Palace, But where-ever 
it was, it was a place. which this great TranſaQion recommended to 
the reſpett and reverence of Poſterity, ſome part of.it yet ſtanding in 
the laſt Age, and which Bushequivs the Emperor's Embaſſador ſup- 
poſes.s Py 4 the. place he + in in his Ameſien Journey to the 
Grand Sejgnior's Court. The Biſhops before they formally met in a 
ſolema Council, ſpent ſome. dayes 1n, preliminary Diſcourſes * and 
Diſputations, wherein they were firſt attack'd by certain Philoſophers, 
men, vers'd in Subtilties and the Arts of Reaſoning, whom either Cu- 
riolity had drawn hither, or as ſome ſulpe&, . Arius had brought along ' 
with him to-plead his Cauſe, and to retard and intangle the Pro- 
ceedings of the Syned. One of which priding himſelf 1n the neat- 
neſs and elegancy of his Diſcourſes, rcflefted with ſcorn ypon the 
Fathers of the Council. A piece of inſolence ſo intolerable, that an 
ancient- Confeſſpr then in the Company, a man plain, and unskill d 
in the Tricks and Methods of diſputing, not being able to bear it , 
offered himſelf to undertaks him. ,- For which he was laugh'd at by 
ſome, while others more more and ferigus, feard what would be 
the ſucceſs of his entring the Liits with ſo able and fam'd a Diſputant, 
The good man however went on with his Reſolution, and bluntly ac- 
coſted his Adverſary in this manger. © Ia the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
« Philoſopher, give car. There is one God, maker of Heaven and 
*« Earth, and of all things viſible and inyifible, who created all theſe 
© things by the Power of his Word, and ratifies them by the SanCtity 
« of his holy Spirit. This word which we call the Son of God, pitty- 
« ing the Apeſtacy and brutiſh State of Mankind, condeſcended ro be 
* born ofa Woman, to dwell amongſt men, and to dye for them, 


. © who ſhall come again to fit as Judge upon whatever we do in this 


« Life, Theſe things we pray believe. | Strive not therefore to no 
&« purpoſe, ta endeavour the Confutation, of what we entertain by 
#: Faich, or to find out how theſe things may, or may not be ; but 
« anſwer me, if thou doſt believe. e Philoſopher aſtoniſh'd and 
thunder-ſtruck with the Zeal and plainneſs of the old man's Dif: 
courſe, anſwered that he did believe; and thanking that Conqueror 
that had overcome him, yielded up himſelf to his Sentiments and 
Opinions, perſwading his Companions to do the like, Slematy 

affirming, 
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affirming, that it was by an unſpeakable Power, and not withour 
immediate Dire&ion from Heaven, that he was thus brought over to 
be a Chriſtian. This paſſage, for ſubſtance the ſame both 1n Rufinus, 
Socrates and Sozomen, Gelaſins Cyzicenus, has improv*'d into many ela- 
borate Stories, having given us at large the particular Diſputations of 
theſe Philoſophers, with the Replies of the ſeveral Fathers of the 
Synod about the Arian Doftrines ; wich being in all likelyhood no 
better than the Ifſue of his own brain, we here omir. 

III. BUT to proceed, that which they were moſt intent upon, 
was the Examination of thoſe Opinions, that had created ſo much 
noiſe and buſtle in the Church, For which purpoſe they frequently 


— 


i called for Arius before them, debated his Propofitions, conſidered i xi. us: 
what might be ſaid on either ſide, weigh'd every thing with infinite /97.S0z9”. loc: 
Care and Deliberation, that nothing might be raſhly determin'd in © © © * 


ſo weighty and important an Aﬀair. This freedom of debate ſoon 
multiplied infinite Queſtions, and produc'd various and different 
Counſels and Perſwafions about the Matter. Some advis'd that no 
Innovations {houvld be made in Matters of Faith, bur that it ſhould 
be ſtill entertain'd with the ſafffe naked Simplicity, wherewith from 
the beginning it had been delivered to the Church ; men of ſimple 
and honeſt Minds not thinking it fit that Articles concerning: God 
ſhould be made the Subje&t of ſubtle and over-curious Diſputes. 
Others contending that Times and Circumſtances altered the decency 
of things, and that we ought not implicitly to follow the Opinions 
of the Ancients, without due trial and Examination. Theſe Diſpu- 
tations were manag'd with great heat and briskneſs, both by them 
of the Epiſcopal, and by others of inferior Orders, amongſt which, 
in the Go capacity none appear'd with more warmth and zeal 
than Alexander, as being moſt immediately concern'd in the Contro- 
verſie, as amongſt the latter none behav'd himſelf with more ſmart- 
neſs and accuracy than Athanaſius, at that time Deacon of the 
Church of Alexandria, whom Alexander had brought along with him 
to the Synod, where with all boldacſs and vehemency he aſſaulted 
and oppos'd the Arian - mp” or tor which (as the Egypriaz Biſhops 
in their Synodical Epiſtle tells * us) that Party never forgave him, 
transferring their Pique againſt A/exander upon him; a Quarrel,which 
they never ceas'd to proſecute to his dying day. 

I'V. HITHERTO the Fathers had been exercis'd only with 
private and preparatory Diſquiſitions, like light Skirmiſhes to the 
main Battel : But now they were to a&t more ſolemnly in a Syno- 
dical way to bring the thing to a final Iſſue ; at which Aﬀembly, pro- 
bably, none were preſent of the inferior Clergy, at leaſt none gave 
their Votes. The Biſhops being met | in the Palace, where all things 
were made ready to receive them, the Emperor came attended not 
with his uſual Guards, but Perſons eminent for their Faith and Piety. 
He entred the Council with all imaginable Pomp and-State, cloath'd 
with the richeſt and moſt ſplendid Robes, but; with a-mind humble 
and pious in the midſt of all his greatneſs. He paſs'd through the 
Ranks on each ſide, to the upper end. of the Hall, where he plac'd 
himſelf in the midſt, and having receiv'd an Intimation fronythe Bi- 
ſhops that all things were'ready, fat down 'in- the Chair that was 
plac'd for him, after which the Fathers took their - Places, and ſome 
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of them having a while entertain'd him with Speeches in the name 
of the Synod, filence was made, and in the Latin Tongue (which by 
the Interpreter was ſoon rendred into Greek) he diſcours'd to them to 
this Effect « That there was nothing which he had more paſſio- 
« nately defir'd, then to behold this venerable Aſſembly, for which 
© being now met, he return'd. hearty thanks to the ſupream Go- 
&« yernour of the World ; that he defir'd no envious man might here. 
« after interrupt their Proſperity, and that when the divine Power 
* of our Saviour had delivered them from the Oppoſitions of impious 
« andatheiſtical Tyrants, the miſchievous Enemy of Mankind might 
© not be ſuffered to ſhift the Scene, and attempt it by another way : 
* That he look'd upon the inteſtine Diviſions of the Church of God, 
« 25 the moſt pernicious and dangerous Commotions, nothing creatin 

&« ſo great a trouble to his mind: That when God had bleſſed him 
« with ſuch happy ſucceſs ps his Enemies, he had well hop'd he 
&* had had nothing to do, but to celebrate the divine Goodneſs, and 
& rejoyce in the common Safety ; but being unexpeRedly arreſted 
&« with the unwelcome News of their Diſſentions, he thought himſelf 
* oblig'd immediately to take care about it, and had for that end fo 
* ſuddenly call'd them together, as the moſt proper and effeCtual 
* Remedy in this Matter, and ſhould then think he had done it to 
&« good purpoſe, when he ſhould ſee them joyn hearts and hands to- 
« gether, and promote the publick Peace and Concord, which as 
&« Perſons conſecrated to God, they were above all others bound to 
* procure and further; That therefore, as Miniſters of God, as faithful 
& Servants of the common Lord and Saviour, they ſhould endeavour, 
& that all occaſions of Difference being thrown out of the way, and 
© the noiſe of Contention being diflolv'd, they might preſerve things 
© ;n the bond of Peace. By which means (faid he) you willat once 
* do what is highly acceptable to the great God, and infinitely gra- 
« tife me your Fellow-Servant. And certainly it was not without 
reaſon, that this pious Prince ſo pathetically preſs'd them to Peace and 
Unity. For amongſt other Artifices to obſtruQt the Proceedings of 
the Council, this was not the leaſt, to exaſperate the minds of the 
Biſhops againſt each other, by which means they had charg'd and 
anpanch's m one another, and had preſented Libels of Accuſation 
to the Emperor : Which he receiving at their Hands, had tied toge- 
ther in a Bundle, and ſet his own Seal upon them. And having af- 
terwards made Peace amongſt them, produced the Bundle, and grave- 
ly chiding them for their mutual Recriminations, told them 3 * That 
<« theſe things were reſerv*d for the Deciſions of the great day, 
& and were not ſo proper for the Cognizance of humane Judicatures, 
« both Plaintiff and Defendant being Perſons in holy Offices, who 
< ought to do nothing that may make them liable to thoſe Tribunals : 
*< That ſetting before them the divine Clemency and Indulgence, 
© they ſhould forbear and forgive one another ; and layin aſide their 
&© Quarrels, agree, and mind the things that concern'd the Faith, 
* the end for which they were there met together. And with.that 
hethrew the Papers into the Fire, ſeriouſly proteſting, that he had 
not read one word of them; that it was not fit the. Faults of Prieſts 
ſhould be publiſh'd to the Scandal of the People, who might thence 


derive a Warrant to themfſelyes to fin with more freedom and _ 
neſs; 


— 
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neſs; that for his own part, if he ſhould chance to eſpy a Biſhop 
overtaken in a wanton and immodeſt AQtion, he would cover him 
with his own imperial Cloak, rather than it ſhould be expos'd to the 
offence and ſcandal of SpeCtators. But to proceed. 

V. NO ſooner had the Emperor given the Synod leave to debate 
their Matters, but they preſently fell upon the A4r:a» Controverlies. 
And firſt they examin'd ® the Acts of the Synod at Alexandriz, that = zu. pup.ty, 
ſo they might proceed with all poſſible Care and Caution, and the #%-4than. 4pot. 
Parties Criminal know that they had not been ſentenc'd without hi 
juſt Cauſe. Next they canvaſs'd the DoQtrines of 4rius, whoſe Pro- 

ſitions were extrafted and read out of his own Writings, at the 

caring whereof, the holy Fathers ſtop'd their Ears, + declaring + ther. corey. 
them Heretical, and Alien from the Faith of the Church. The Cale Arian. Orat. 1, 
at firſt was argued with heat on both: ſides, with great Contention * **5: 
and Oppoſition, there being Seventeen of the Biſhops that appear'd 
in favour of the Arian Cauſe, and ſome few more it may be, that did 
not openly declare themſelves. In theſe Conteſts the _= Emperor 
ſat ? asa publick Moderator, hearing the Debates with an unwearied ? Fuſe de wit. 
Patience, and weighing the Arguments with an intent and judicious os —_ 
Mind : To what appear'd juſt and reaſonable, he gave a ready Afſent ; 
where any were RefraQtory and Pertinacious, he ſought to reclaim 
them by mild and gentle Means; fome he conquered by Reaſon and 
Argument ; others he prevail'd with by Importunity and Perſwaſion ; 
nttraming to reduce all to Love and Peace. The Arians by Euſe- 
bins of Nicomedia brought. a Writing into the Synod, containing an 
account of their Faith; whioh E»/tathius © of Antioch one of the * 45:Twed.tint 
Council calls Vile and Impious, and a moſt evident Argument of * + 2-26. 
Blaſphemy ; and tells us, 'twas no ſooner read, but 'twas infinitely 
reſented, andtorn in pieces before them all. I know Monſieur Valoss 
f will have this Libel _— in not by the Nicomedian, but Ceſarean © Annot. ad 
Euſebius ; and that it was that Formulas or Confeſſion of Faith, which "—————_—_ 
Euſcbius brought into the Synod, and of which himſelf has given us 
a particular account in his Letter * to the People of Ce/area. But *.4pThrol 1.1. 
this certainly without any Reaſon , there being nothing in that ©**#-3t- 
Confeſſion, that deſerves ſo bad a CharaQter ; nothing that favours 
. either of Hereſie or Blaſphemy ; and which the Author tells us was 
well approv'd, and both with the Emperor and the reſt found a can- 
did and kind Reception. Moſt probable therefore it is, that the N;- 
comedian Confeſſion being rejetted by the Synod, another was pre- 
ſented by Euſcbius of Ceſarea, as a more ſound and ſafe Expedient. 

VI. BUT though this of Esſebius was conſonant and agreeable 
_—_ to the Do&rine of the Church, yet was it not thought ſuffi- 
ciently punRual and expreſſive in the Minutes and Criticiſms of the 
Controverſie, For the 4rians repreſented their Propofitions in fuch 
general Terms, * and were ſo ſubtle and deceitful in their Explica- * 4thn. zyip. 
tions, that the Fathers thought they could never particularly enough 5472-728 
provide againſt them. When the Orthodox aſſerted Chriſt to nr 1a 
God, the 4rians allowed it, but then meant it in no other Sence, # 415. 415, 
than as Angels and Holy men are ſtyPd Gods, and the Sons of God in ge mg 
Scripture: When they affirm'd him to be true God, the others 
affented, that he was truly made ſo by God; if the Catholicks main- 
tain'd that the Son was naturally of God, the Arians would grant it ; 


for 


* 


The Life of S. ATyanasIus.. 


* Athan.Fpiſt. 
ad Solit-p.648, 


9 Sozom. Ll. I. 
" 6: 20, p. 434» 


* $03, 30. C-21, 


*L1.c.8.p.469 


— 


for even we (lay they) are of God, there being one God, of whom axe 
all things. Did the one hojd, that the Son was the Power, Wiſdom, 
and Image of the Father ; the other never ſcrupled to admir it, for 
that we alſo are {aid to be the Image and Glory of God, and even the 
meaneſt Creatures are ſometimes call'd the great Power of God, 
Such being the Crafty and Fraudulent ſhifting of their Adverſaries, 
the Fathers found themſelves oblig'd to colleQt together the places 
of Scripture which repreſent the Divinity of the Son of God, which 
they more particularly declar'd to be meant of his being of the ſame 
Subſtance with the Father, that Creatures were faid to be of God, 
becauſe not exiſting of themſelves, they had their Riſe andBeginning 
from him ; but the Son only was properly of the Subſtance of the 
Father; this being the peculiar propriety of the only begotten, and 
the true Word of the Father. All which they ſum'd up into this one 
word $yg2aG., implying him to be Con-ſubſtantial, or Co-eſſential 
with the Father. 

VII MATTERS having proceeded thus far, the reſult of 
their Determination was ordered to be compriz'd in a ſtanding 
Creed or Confeſſion of Faith, which was accordingly drawn up by 
x Hoſius Biſhop of Corduba, by him brought into the Synod, and high- 
ly approv'd both by them and the Emperor, and was 1n this Form. 


E believe inone God, the Father Almighty, maker of allthings 
viſibleand inviſible 3 Andin one Low Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of 

God, the onlybegottenof the Father, thatis, ofthe ſubſtance of the Fa- 
ther ; God of Gon, and Light of Light, very God of God ; begotten, 
not made, being Con-fubſtantial, 02, of one ſubſtance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made, both in Peaven and Earth: Tho 
fo2 us men, and fo2 our Salvation came down from Heaven, and was 
incarnate, and was made man : He ſuffered, and roſe again the third 
day ; aſcerided into Heaven, and ſhall come again to judge the quick 
and the dead. Andin the holy Ghoſt. But fo2 thoſe that ſay, there was 
a time when he was not, and, that he was not befoze he was made ; 
02, that he was made out of things that were not, o2, that he 
is of any other ſubſtance 02 eſſence, 02 that he is obnorious to 
change 02 alteration ; all ſuch the holy Catholick and Apoſtolick Church | 
does anathematize and reject. 


This Confeſſion was almoſt univerſally entertain'd ; Conſtantine 
y declaring his hearty Approbation of it, and that he look'd upon this 
Unity in the Council, as immediately given from above, and that 
whoever refus'd to comply with the Decrees thus eſtabliſh'd, ſhould 
he bani{}'d, as a Perſon endeavouring to reverſe the [Judgment of God 
himſelf. Having thus condemn'd A4rizs his Doctrine, they pro- 
ceeded next to cenſure his Perſon, depoſing * and excommunicating 
him and his Followers, and forbidding him to enter into Alexandria, 
where he had fo plentifully ſow'd his Tares. To theſe Decrees the 
Arian Party at firſt ſtood off and would not conſent, 'but knowing 
how deeply they were like to fall under the Emperor's diſpleaſure, 
and being advis'd to it (fayes Phileſtorgins * ): by their great Patroneſs 
Conſtantina, 
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Conſftentins, the Emperor's Siſter, they at laſt ſubſcrib'd, though not 
to 768 Jecoling of Arivs, yet to the Confeſhon of Faith. Though 
even this they did (as he adds, * and we may ſafely credit their own * 7 cr. & 
Hiſtorian) & Sap by Arts of Treachery and Deceit, reſerving to arms 
themſelves their own Sence, and ſubſcribing not ogvaG., but ougiinG., c.8. 
not that the Son is of the /awe, but only of a /ike Efſexce with 
the Father. Two only of the whole number ſtood out, Secundys 
Biſhop of Prolemeais, and Theonas of Marmarica, who choſe rather to 
o_ the ſame Fate with A4rivs, than to own and acquieſce in the 
Synodical Determination. The former of which not long after, came 
to Euſebius of Njcamedia, and. bluntly told him ; Euſebins, thou haſt 
ſubſcrib*d meerly to u_y baniſhment, but I truſt in God that thou 
ae” be baniſhed within « Twelvemonth ; which accordingly came to 
FO VIIL THE Council having done their Part, the Emperor was 
not long wanting in his. For he commanded © A4rivs and his con- < Soxl.t.c.ate* 
demn'd Aﬀſociates to be baniſh'd, who were accordingly tranſmitted ?: 435: 
into Ihyricum, the place appointed for their Exile, d by a ſubſe- | 
quent EdiQ, dire&ed indetinitely both to Clergy and People, ordered 
his —_ to be burnt, and a title of Ignominy to be fix'd upon the 


Party. The Copy of the Letter 4 being but ſhort, we here inſert. om y_ 
TAALTIAL 
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ConsTANTINE the Great, the Auguſt, the Con- 
queror, to the Biſhops and Pcople. 


Q NCE Arius has taken upon him to imitate ittpious and bad men, 
\  *tis but juſt he ſbould undergo the ſame puniſhment with them. As 
therefore Porphyry, the Exemy of true Religion, for the pernicious Vo- 
lumns he wrote againſt C oy met with s reward due to ſo great 4 
Villany, to become infamous to all Poſterity, to be loaded with Reproaches 
and Execrations, and to have his impions Books quite baniſh'd-out of the 
World. So it now ſeems good #0 us, that Arius and his Adberents be cald 
PORPHYRIANS, that they may bear his Title, whoſe Manners they 
imitate and reſemble. Farther, if any Book written by Arius be faund, 
we command it to be burnt, that ſo not only his vile Doftrines may 

utterly extirpated, but that not the leaſt Monument of hin may remain. 
Declaring alſo, that if any man ſball be found to cauceal any ſuch Book of 
Arius, 4nd zot preſently offer it to be burnt, as ſoon as ever he ſhall 
be apprehended, he ſhall be put to Death. God have you in his 


keeping. 


Several Letters of this nature Conftaptine wrote * up and down * So. »bi ſugys | 
againſt Arivs and his Followers, and amongſt the reſt that cited by {43% | _ . 
ly reg f but extant intire in Gelafius Cyzicenns, * wherein he ex- p.z14. © 
poſtulates the Caſe with him in the moſt vehement Manner, and * H corceics 


treats the man with all imaginable ſharpneſs and ſeverity. COELEIEY 
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IX. TOGETHER with that of Aris, the Synod took under 
of Meletins the Egyptian Biſhop, who hag - 
given ſo much diſturbance to Peter and his Succeffors in that See ; 
with him they dealt by more eaſfie and = Meaſures, his fault be- 
ing not Hereſie, but a Schiſm only. Him they confine to his own 
City, allow him the title of a Biſhop, ' but without any Epiſcopal 
Power or Juriſdiftion either in City or Co The Peffons that 
had been ordain'd by him, being confirm'd by. Alexander, their 
proper Metropolitan, were to be admitted tro Comttwunion, and to 
the exerciſe of their ſeveral Miniſtries ; but actording to the Capaci- 


' ties of their Station, were- to'take' place after all other Clergy-men, 


in all _ _ —_— ms a as Others died 
out of any place, they in their. Order might ſucceed, being _— 
choſen by = People, and the EleQtion ratified by the Biſhop * 
Alexandria: But that they themſelves ſhould have no hand in the 
letion, or -Power to chooſe whom they would. As for Melerzus 
umſelf, knowing his inveterate Contumacy, and his raſh heady 
Temper, they you diveſted him of all Power, left he ſhould excite 
the ſame Troubles and FaQtions which he had formerly rais'd in the 
Church of Gqd. oy ""o 
X. THE. next thing that came under debate (for being thus far 
engag'd, we ſhall give a brief account of the whole TranſaQtions of 
the Synod). was the Paſchal Controverſie, concerning the time of the 
Celebration of Eaſter, wherein the Chriſtian World was ſo much di- 
vided; the Afiaticks and Eaſtern . Churches obſerving it after the 
Jewiſh Cuſtom, on the fourteenth day after the Phaſis or appearance 
of the Moon, the reſt on the next Lord's day after the Jew:ſb Paſſo- 
ver. A Queſtion controverted from the very _— of the Church, 
and manag'd even by good men with great Bitternets and Animofity, 
and about this time reviy'd as hot as ever. The ſuppreſſing whereof 
was one of the Emperor's prime inducements i in-calling this Oecu- 
menical Aſſembly, where it was firſt concluded in the General, that 
'rwas a thing highly fc and reaſonable, that this grea Feſtival ſhould 
in all cleamobe olemniz'd upon one and the ſame day: Next, that it 
wasas indecent and uncomly, that this Solemnity, wherein we com- 
memorate our Saviour's riſing from the Dead, ſhould depend upon 
the Cuſtom of the Jews, who © with ſo - execrable a Villany had im- 
brued their hands in his innocent Blood : Wherefore it was univer- 
wi agreed to follow the uſage of thoſe Churches, whole cuſtom it 
been from all Antiquity, to obſerve it on the Lord's day next 
enſuing the Jewiſh Feſtival. And thus was this ſtorm on a ſudden 
calm'd* which the endeavours of preceding Ages were never able to 
allay. The laſt thing they took in , was to draw up ſome 
Rules « for Ecclefiaftick Diſcipline, and the Government of the 
Church, which they digeſted into XX. Canons, all extant intire at 


this day. Which they who have tmprov'd into LXXXIV. might by 
the ſame Authority have added as many more. For though neither 
Socrates nor Sozomen lay any thing of: the particular number, yet 
Theodorit, ' Gelaſius, ® and many others expreſly limit it to twenty. 
Nor have any more been own'd, or ſo much as heard of (an Arabict 
ar or two, of no credit, excepted) till of late in the Chriſtian 

urch, 
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XL AMONGST others whom the Emperor had ſummon'd to 
the Synod, was Aceſius Ie , 
the account of the ſeverity of their Principles, kept 1: T 
blies, and did not communicate with .other Churches ;, The -pious 
Prince, whoſe heart was fer upon aboliſhing all -Diflentions atiiongſt 
Chriſtians, hoping to reconcile and bring'then | 
drawn up and ratified by common Suhſcriptions, - the Emperor de- 
manded of Aceſius, whether he alſo would ſubſcribe it, and ſtadd to 
the Determination about the Paſchal Feſtival. ' Azeſius replied, that 
the Council had defin'd nothing new 10- this- Matter, and that he had 
ever receiv'd the Faith as ſuch, and the time of the Solemniry of 
Eaſter, as what had been ſo delivered from the beginning, even from 
the very times of the Apoſtles. But why then (ſaid Conſtaxtixe) do 
you ſeparate from the Communion of the Church? Hereupon the 
Biſhop began to open his Caſe, 
things under the Decian Perſecution, 
Novatian and Cornelius Biſhop of Rome, and that it was the ſevere 
Principle of their Party, that thoſe who after Baptiſin fell into any ſuch 
crime, which the Scripture calls, the ſiz «nto. death, were. not to be 
admitted to the holy Communion; they were indeed to be.invited 
and exhorted to Repentance, but might not -expe& Remiſſion or Ab- 
ſolution from the Prieſts, but muſt look for it at the hands of God, 
who alone has power and right to for 
a little, and conſidering the unmercifu 
if ſo, then Acelius, ſet up your Ladder, and Ve 
This Story is queſtion'd by the late Publiſher ® of the Eccleſia 
Hiſtorians, but Socrates that reports it, aſſures us he receiv'd it-from 
Auxanon * a NovatianPresbyter, who attended Aceſius to that Coun- 
cil, and both ſaw and hear wh 
ſhould be fo unreaſonably diſ-ingenuous as to ſuppo 
the Relation it ſelf, yet can it not be 
him to feign a Story, that made fo lit 


Party. 


» Biſhop of the Nowvatian Party, who upon »5:-».1.1.c.i6 
rate Aﬀlem- ?- 38. Sex 1. 


'themin.. The Creed being 


and acquaint him. with the State. of 
and what had hap'ned between 


ive Sin. . The Emperor paus'd 
ſrineſs of this Rule, replied, 


go to Heaven by your ſelf. 


at paſs'd there. And though we 
le Auxanon made 
ined, what ſhould tempt 
or the credit of his own 


XIL NOTHING now remain'd, but that as the cuſtom was 
in ſuch Caſes, they ſhould give ſome publick notice of what had been 
tranſated in the Synod, eſpecially to the Churches whom it more 
immediately concern'd. To which end they preſently diſpatch'd away 
the following Letter ? to the Church of Alexandria, and to the » zxt.op. Socr: 
Biſhops of thoſe Parts, giving them a ſuccin&: account of what had 


paſs'd in the Council, 


WY OE nn "IO —__ 
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To the holy and great Church by the grace of God 
ſetled at Alexandria, and to the dear Brethren 
through Egypt, Libya, and Pentapolis, the Bi- 
ſhops aſſembled at' Nice, and there conſtituting 
a great and holy Synod, in our Lord greeting, 


INCE by the favory of God, and the moſt Religious Emperor Con- 
QC ſtantine, who has torvend ws ont of divers Cities and Provinces, x 
holy ard great Council i celebrated at Nice ; we have thoag ht it neceſſary, 
that Letters ſhould be fent to you from the whole ſacred Synod , that you 
may underſtand both what his been pn and debated, and what hs 
been agreed pon and decreed. Firſt then the impions Canſe of Arius and 
his Aſſociates, was diſcuſsd in the —_ of the mot Religions Emperor, 
and by witiverſal ſaffrage his ungodly Principles were condewmed, yea aud 
the very blaſpheimons Words abd Phraſes, that he makes nſe of to expreſ; 
rhem, when he affirms, that the Son of God ſprang out of nothing, 
and that there was a time, when he was not, axd rhar according to 
the freedom of his Will, he is capable of Vice and Vertue, aor ſcrs- 
pling to call him a Creature, and the Workmanſbip of God. which 
the holy Synod, being no lower able to bear ſuch Impiety and 5, 
wor to hear ſuch blaſphemwons Expreſſions, has anathematic”d and con- 
Hem. And intleed whit 4s been determin'd concerning him, you have 
either heard alreutly, or will ter ſhortly ; thut we may wot ſcem to vnſalt 
dver a man, who has received ſuch s recompente as tne 
Nay, fo venomons ahi milipnant was bis Inpicty, as to draw T 
Bibs of Marmarica, w#4 Secundus of Ptokemars, aong with him into 
the ſame riine. The fame Sentevce that pitfſed wpdn him, being paſſed «lfo 
ainſt them, But foraſmuch as when the grace of God, bed dlicered 
them from the blaſphemy and impiety of this wretohed Opmion, and from 
thofe Perſons who feared hot #6 Wiſe Diſſentions and Diviſions amwne/{ « 
People formerly living # Peace and Unity ; the boltineſ;* and romturnacy of 
Metetins, 22d thoſe that hud beeh oyduiyed by him ain fill comtanue ; we 
groe you to unter flanal, dear Brerthven, what the Synod has determined is 
this Matter. Tt ſeevge# $004 then (the Council deuling more vemtlenly 
mith him, for in ſtrift Juſtice he deſerved no pitty) what Meletins fhowd 
reſide in his own City, but have no Power either of eletting, or laying on 
of hands ; nor ſhould, upon that account, appear in any Town or City, and 
ould only retain the wenerable title of Biſhop. And as for thoſe that 
have been ordained by him, being confirmed by a more holy and warrant- 
able Ordination, they are to be admitted to Communion, with this conditi- 
on, that they retain their Dignity, and their Office, but be ever placed 
after all thoſe, whom our much honoured Collegue Alexander, has at any 
zipue before ordained, in what Church or Diveeſs ſoever they be, And as 
#6 theſe Perſons, they ſhall have no Power to chooſe whom they pleaſe, or 
to propoxnd any one” bing at all 


s name in order to it, or indeed to do any t 
without the conſent of the Biſhops of the Catholick Church, that are under 
Alexander's furiſaition. But where any by the grace of God, and the 
| al/iſt ance 


Shad 
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e/iftance of your Prayers ſhall be found not to have been guilty of any Schiſm, 
re ont ferred in the Catholick pr. Les C Fr 
let them have power of elefting and proponnding the names of ſuch Perſons 
4s are fit to be admitted into the Clergy, and of doing all other things accor- 
ding to the Rules and Canons of the Church. And if any of them that 
are in the Church chance to dye, let them who were lately taken in, be ad- 
wanced into the Place and Dignity of the Perſon deceaſed, alwayes pro- 
vided that they appear worthy, and that the People cHooſe ; but withall, 
that the Biſhop of Alexandria conſent to, and ratifie the Elettion; And 
the ſane is to be granted to all others. As for Meletius himſclf, it has 
pleas'd the Synod, nat to deal altogether ſo favourably with him, that con: 
fidering his former Contumacy, and the raſh and precipitate Humour 0 
the man, he ſhould be intruſted with no Power or Authority, whereby he 
may again be capable to raiſe the ſame Stirs and Tumults that he did before, 
Theſe are the thinzs that peculiarly concern Egypt, and the moſt holy 
Church of Alexandria, If there be any thing elſe decreed or deſired, while 
our Lord and reverend Colleague and Brother Alexander is preſent with us, 
he himſelf at his return ſhall acquaint you with it more particularly, he 
being chief Author and Aftor of what is tranſatfed here, We give you 
likewiſe to underſtand, of the Agreement about the moſt holy Feaſt of 
Eaſter, that by the aſſiſt ence of your Prayers, this Aﬀair is happily ended ; 
and that all the Brethren in the Eaſt, who beforetime celebrated it after 
the Tewilh Cuſtom, will henceforth unanimouſly celebrate it agreeably to 
the uſage of the Roman Church, and to us, and to all that from all Anti- 
quity have kept it as we do. Rejoyce therefore for this bappy ſettlement 
of "Affairs, and both for the common Peace and Agreement, and for that all 
Hereſie is cut off, recetve our Colleague, and your Biſhop, Alexander with 

reater —_— of Honoar, Reſpett, and Love, who has both by 
Js preſence added great Contentment and Satisfattion to us, and even at 
this Age has ſuſtained infinite and indefatigable Pains, that Peace and 
Unity might be reſtored to you. Pray for us all, that thoſe things that 
have been well conſtituted, may remain firm and intire through the Leng 
of Almighty God, and our Lord Feſus Chriſt, being ordained, as we verily 

elieve, according to the good pleaſure of God the Father in the holy Spirit. 
To whom be Glory for ever and ever, Amen, 


This Synodical Epiſtle was. back'd with another 4 from .the Emi- 
peror, wherein he tells them, that he looked upon it as one of the 
greateſt Bleſſings of the divine Providence, 'that Truth had fo glort- 
ouſly triumphed over Error ; that Schiſms and Diflentions were ba- 
niſhed ; that the evil DoQrines which Arius (to whom he. gives no 
better a CharaQer, than 18 Afg&oAv araidys ms wzruphms, the ſhame- 
leſs Miniſter of the Devil) had ſcattered up and down the Word, 
having been firſt examined with all poſſible Care and Accuracy, had 
been rejeQed, and the contrary Truth eſtabliſhed by the Fathers of 
the Synod ; whoſe Sentence herein was to be embraced as the Judg- 
ment of God, as proceeding from Perſons inlightned and direCted by 
the holy Ghoſt, which every one ſhould ſhew himſelf ready to en- 
tertain, and willing to return into the way of Truth. Beſides this, 
he wrote * alſo to the Churches in m—_ tolet them know, what 
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pains he had taken for the compoſure of the Paſchal Controyerlie, 7-32-Thd. it. 
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and how unanimouſly the Council had decided it, and how infinitely 
reaſonable it was, that it ſhould be kept at the ſame time in the whole 
Catholick Church : That therefore bh deſired they would acquieſce 
in the Decree, and receive 1t as a Bleffing from Heaven, .@ ve ; 
& nba; evmniw, and 83 truly a divine Command ; ſeeing what was 
determined by the Biſhops in holy Synods, was to be referred to the 
Will of God. | 

XIII. ALL things thus ſucceſsfully accompliſhed, the Emperor 
invited * the Biſhops (it being then che great Solemaity of his Vicex- 
nalia) to a publick Dinner, where all the Guards and Officers ſtood 
ready to receive them. The more eminent he entertained at his 
own Table, the reſt in apartments prepared for them. And where 
he eſpyed any that had loft their right Eyes for their conſtant ad- 
herence to the Faith inthe times of Perſecution, he kiſs'd the Wounds, 
doing all imaginable reverence to the Perſons, and expeCting to 
receive their BenediQion. After Dinner he loaded them with Gifts 
and Preſents anſwerable to their Merits, and the Dignity of their 
Places, and ſuitable to the Magnificence of ſo great a Prince. Which 
done, he took his leave of them, again prefling them to maintain 
an Uniformity in the Faith, and Peace amongſt themſelves ; withall 
requeſting, that every day they would earneſtly ſollicit Heaven for 
him, his Children, and the Proſperity of his Empire. After which, 
they mutually took leave of one another, each one preparing for his 
Journey home. Thus ended this great and firſt general Council , 
after it had fitten ſomewhat more than two Months, beginning Je 
the XIX+h. and breaking up about the latter end of Avgu/t. So pro- 
NP extravagant are the accounts of thoſe, who extend it not 
only to more Months, bue years. Some * make it to laſt three 
years and fix Months, * Nicephoras three years and ſamewhar better, 
Gelaſins * from the ſixteenth to the twentieth Year of Con/tantive's 
ws ot Photizs * and the Anthor of the Synodicon 7 make it holden 
both under the Pontificats of Pope Si/veffer and Julins, which ac- 
counting from the uſual Computation of its being called A4»». 
CCCXXYV. can extend it to no leſs than thirteen years. When as 
*tis moſt evident, that it was holden under the Conſulſbip of Pauline 
and Julian, and ended when Conſtantine celebrated his Vicennalia, or 
the twentieth year of his Reign; which commencing Ann. Chr. 
CCCVI. fell in juft about this time. | 

XIV. IT was but three Months - after the Diſſolution of the 
Synod, when Euſebius Biſhop of Nicomedias, and Theognis of Nice 
notwithſtanding their politick Diffimwulation, were fent the ſame 
way with Arius, being baniſh'd by the Emperor's Command. What 
the particular Cauſe was, is variouſly reported. Philoftorgius, * who 
tudies'all wayes tor ſecure their Credit, tells us, that mg 
what they had done, their fubſcribing to the Nicene Decrees, they 
came tothe Emperor, and told him, We have done ill, Sir, in that, 
for fear of you, we hwve ſubſerit/d an impious Confeſſion. Whereat the 
good Emperor was mov*'d with a juſt Pafſion and Indignation. Others 
relate, * that having corrupted the imperial Regifter, who kept the 
Atts of the Niceze Council, rhey raz'd out their Subſcriptions, and 
then began openly to affert, that it was falſe DoQrine, to teach that 
the Son was Co-eſſential with the Father, For which Eufebins _=_ 
complain' 
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complain'd of to the Emperor, carried himſelf before him with an 
exceſſive Confidence, and ſhewing him his Garment, asked him, 
whether if he ſhould ſee that Garment rent in two, he ſhould ever 
affirm, each part to be the ſame Subſtance. A piece of Impudence 
and Impiety which the Emperor reſented with inhoite trouble, and 
the more to ſee thoſe Controverſies again reviv'd, which he had well 
hop'd, by the care of the late Council, had been wholly ſuppreſs'd 
and ſtifled. Though theſe Reports be no wayes unſuitable to the 
Temper and Humour of the men, yet is it (afeſt to rely upon the 
account which the Emperor himſelf gives of it in his Letter ©'to the | E% Pen. 
People of Nicomedia, written immediately upon the Sentence of their de 
Baniſhment ; wherein after he had afferred the Catholick Do&rine, tra vero 4p. 
and refleted upon rhe perniciouſne(s of the 4ria» Principles; he C0443. 
comes more particularly to Exſcbius their Biſhop, whom he charges 4:4. wie. 
with holding Correſpondence with the Tyrant Liciniws, and having Thiſ0rth. Fid, 
been a cauſe of the late Perſecution, with Treaſons and Conſpi- ©5** 2-447: 
racies againſt his own Perſon, but eſpecially with poyſoning them 
with heretical DoQtrine, for which he now provided them a 
Remedy, by ſending them a faithful and orthodox Biſhop, who would 
not fail to ſet them1n the right Way, did they but chearfully comply 
with nm. That as for E«ſebius, he had between fear and E Te- 
nounc'd thoſe impious Opinions 1n the late Council of Nice, ſending 
frequent Meſſages to himſelf to intercede for him, and to pray that 
he might not be > cpa to ſhame, and'thrauft from the Honour of 
his place, by which means he had been circumvented and imposd 
upon. And yet after all, he and Theognis had lately diftoredend 
betray'd themſelves. For that certain faQtious Hereticks of Mlex- 
e»dria, whom he had ſent for from thence, as the common Bowre+ 
_ _ 1m ned EC whom the __ A Synbd 
rd in their ; beingthere, theſe men had 
not only rea re and entertain'd, and taken them home to them, 
but communicated with them in all their wicked and ungodly Pra- 
Qices. For which cauſe he had ordered them to be bani intoa 
remote Country ; and if any ſhould preſume to ſpeak in Commenda- 
tion, or make mention of thoſe Peſts and P , his boldneſs ſhould 
quickly find its juſt Puniſhment and ion. Accordingly they 
were immediately baniſhed into Fraxce, and their Sees ſupplied by 
two worthy Perſons, hion at Nicomedia, and Chreſtus at Nice, 
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SEC.I. IY. 


The As of Athanaſius, from theNicene Council, till the Smod 
at Tyre. 


A more cloſe approach to the Athanaſian Story. The Death of Alexander, 
and Elettion of Athanaſius to that See. The regularity of his Ordina- 
tion juſtified againſt the Calumnies of the Arians. His Age at that 
time, The Story of his childiſh perſonating the Biſhop ſuſpetted. The 
Arians confederate with the Meletians againſt him. Meletius his Vjo- 
lation of the Nicene Deerees, Arius his releaſe from Baniſhment. 
The retury of Euſebius «nd Theognis, and the Declaration of their 
Aſſent to the Faith of Nice. The Arian Stories of Conſtantine's fawor 
to their Party, and diſpleaſure againſt the Catholicks, Athanaſius his 
Viſitation of his Dioceſs, and Diſcovery of Iichyras. His. intimacy 
with S. Anthony, Great attempts -made for Arius's Reconciliation, 
Complaints made at Court againſ# Athanaſius, His Defence, and 
honourable Diſmiſſion. The Crimes falſly charged «pon  Eaſtathius 
Biſhop of Antioch, and his Baniſhment. The Chave revivd againſt 
Athanaſius, who gives Satisfattion to the Emperor in thoſe Matters. 
A Synod indited at Caſarea, to enquire into the Cauſe of Athanaſius, 
He refuſes to appear, and is miſ-repreſented for his refuſal. 


Story, we ſhall now more particularly bring it down to 
- 4 {4thanaſins his door, and preſent him upon the publick Stage 
of Attion ; to be Biſhop of Alexandria, being (as Nazianzes 4 ſpe 
in this very Caſe) in effe& to be Biſhop of the whole World ; and 
ſuch eſpecially he was, whoſe ACts and Sufferings make up almoſt 
the intire Story of that Age, in which capacity he will now fall under 
our Pen. Alexander being return'd from the Council of Nice, and 
having received into his charge the Churches, which Meletias, who 
had unjuſtly uſurp'd them, readily: delivered up to him, died not 
long after. As if God had but ſpar'd him, to let him taſt the Fruit 
of his eminent Labours, and congratulate his Churches Settlement 
in Tranquility and Peace, and had only brought him home, that 
his Bones might be intomb'd with Honour amongſt his own People. 
He died five Months after the ry of the Synod,and before his Death 
is faid to have deſign'd Athanaſius for his Succeſſor. For 1o Apollinaris 
the Syrian © (whole Father was born and bred at Alexandria) informs 
us, that Alexander lying upon his Death-bed, frequently calld for 
Athanaſius, who was then abſent, and ſuſpeQing him to have with- 
drawn himſelf to avoid the great charge that he meant to devolye 
upon him, he cried out, Athanaſius, thou thinkeft thou haſt eſcapa, but 
thou ſhalt not eſcape. Epiphanius, who __ confounds Times and 
Perſons, tells us, f that Alexander dying, and Athanaſius, to whom 
he had bequeath'd that See, being then from home, ſent upon a 
Meſſage to Court, Achillas was clapt in tofill the Vacancy, and Theonas 
ſet upby the Me/erian Party, both which dying within three Months, 
Athanaſius 


I =s HER TO we have followed the courſe of the main 
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Arhanaſ came quietly into the place. Bur omitting this as fabulous 
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and inconſiftent, no ſooner was Alexander dead, * but the People of * 2?if- Synod. 


Alex. ap. Aths 


Alexandria became paſſionately clamorous for Athanaſius to ſucceed, 7,inp.g55, 
univerſally flocking to the Church, and publickly tting up their 555. 


Petitions to God in that behalf, continuing in thoſe Devotions day 
and night, yea and ſolemnly adjuring rhe Biſhops (who were come 
toTown to ſettle a new Biſhop in that See) to conſecrate and ordain 
him, till when they would neither leave the Church themſelves, 
nor ſuffer the Biſhops to depart. Which was no ſooner dong, but it 
was entertain'd with the univerſal Joy and Satisfafttion both of the 
Clergy and People, manifeſted by all open figns of Feſtivity and 
Rejoycing, chearful Looks, general Confluences to behold the man, 
and common Gratulations and Thanks to Gad for ſo great a Bleſſing. 
So ſpiteful and groundleſs was the Calumny of the A4rians (as the 
Egyptian Biſhops, ſome of which were preſent, and did affift at his 
Ordination, in their Synodical Epiſtle do obſerve) that when upon 
Alexander's death, * both the Catholick and Meletian Biſhops una- 
nimouſly agreed to chooſe a Succeſſor, and folemnly bound their 
Agreement by an Oath, ſx or ſeven departing from the reſt, retir'd 
intoan obſcure place, and there made choice of Arhanaſivs, of whom 
very little mention had been made ; upon which accoynt many both 
of the Clergy and People refus'd Communion with him. Philoſtor- 


h Lac. tit. vidi 
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gius adds, * that while the Biſhops were conſulting about the Elefti- * 2b. 2. c. 114 
on, Athanaſiue with ſome of his Party, in the Evening went to the * #73: 


Church of St, Dezys, and finding there two Egypriax Biſhops, caus'd 
the Doors to be faſt lock'd, and forced them to ordain him, for which 
the reſt of the Biſhops denounc'd an Arathema againſt him, but thar 
he preſently diſpatch'd away Letters to Court, in the name of the 
whole City of Alexandria, as if the thing had been done by common 
. conſent,and by thatArtifice procur'd the Emperor to confirm and ratific 
the Ele&tion. But there needs no diſpute, who are to be truſted in 
this Matter, whether profeſs'd and ſworn Enemies, whoſe cuſtom 
was, £o ſupport their Cauſe by arts of craft and falſhood, or thoſe 
who were themſelves preſent at the Adtion, and made their publick 
Proteſtation, while the thing was but lately done; yea, and ſolemaly 
call'd in (as there they do) the whole City and Province to atteſt it. 
Not to lay that Nazianzen * exprelly fayes of him, that he came in 
by the general Suffrage of the People, not as his intruding Succeſlor, 
by Force and Slaughter, 22A >:mouzas ms © mevugmias, but after 
a Divine and Apoſtolick manner. His Succeſſion hapned about the 
beginning of the year CCCXXVIL at which time he muſt be very 
young, not above XXVIIL years of Age. For his childiſh perſonat- 
ing the Office of a Biſhop (when we cannot well ſuppoſe him above 
thirteen or fourteen years old at moſt) not hapning till A/exaxder was 
Biſhop of that Church; and A/xexder not being advanc'd to that 
See, till towards the latter end of Awv. CCCXIL the remainder till 
the year after the Nicene Synad, will but barely make up the Aocount. 
An Age not very conſiſtent wath the ordinary Cuſtoms and Conftitu- 
tions of the Church. But it was thought fit it ſeems for once, rather 
to difpence with the Rules of Ecclefiaſtick Diſcipline, than that, ar 
tits time eſpecially, the Church ſhould want fo extraordinary a Per. 
fog, foadmirably fit and uſeful to the preſent State and Exigencies of 
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that Church. All which is ſaid upon the ſuppoſal that the Story 

his childiſh playing the Biſhop, is certain and unqueſtionable, which 
though tranſmitted to us by a great cloud of Witneſles , yer is the 
whole Evidence founded upon the ſingle Authority of R»frus, who 
tis plain, was the firſt reporter of the Story, a man infinitely careleſs 
in his accounts of things, and who took up this only as a popular 
Tradition at near an hundred years diſtance from the thing it ſelf. 
And if that Story be ſet afide, then may Arhanaſives his Birth be carried 
back into part of the foregoing S.eculum, and a more competent Ape 


 allow'd him at the time of his Ordination. And indeed it ſeems very 
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ſtrange, that the Arians who narrowly ranſack'd all the Paſſages of 
his Life, and particularly objetted, or rather feigned other Irregy- 
larities of his Ordination, ſhould never mention the Incompetency of 
his years for ſo great and eminent a Station, eſpecially when ir ſeem'd 
to be againſt the Apoſtles own Canon, and the ordinary Rules and 
Practice of the Church, But herein I determine nothing, but leave 
the Reader to the conduCt of his own Judgment, not being willing 
needleſly to ſhake the credit of any part of Church-Hiſtory, 

IH. ATHAN ASTUS his advancement to the See of 4/cxay- 
aria, was not more to the joy and comfort of the Catholicks, than 
it was to the grief and vexation of the Ar;aus. They knew the man, 
the acuteneſs of his Parts, and his indefatigable Zeal 1n defence of the 
Catholick Cauſe ; and if he tickled ſo hard both at home, and in 
the Synod of Nice, when but in a private Capacity ; what might the 
expect he would do, now he was plac'd in ſo eminent a Station * 
Wherefore they reſolv'd to unite all their Powers _ him. And 
to ſtrengthen their Intereſt, no way appear'd more fair and plauſible, 
than to draw over the Meletians to their Party ; a Body of men nu- 
merous, and by reaſon of the Orthodoxy of their Principles, of no 
inconſiderable Reputation with the People. Them they endeavour by 
all means to gain, for which they were now furniſhed with a fir Oc- 
caſion, Meletius | upon Alexander's return from Nice, had re{mgn'd 
up the Churches that were under his Superintendency and Care, him- 
ſelf quietly living at his own City of Lycw. But a little before his 
Death, which hap*ned not long after, beſides Ar/ex#zs Biſhop of Hyp- 
ſclis, he ordained John, otherwiſe called Arcaph to be his Succeſſor. 
Which being ſo expreſly contrary to the Viceze Decrees, gave a new 
Life and ReſurreQion to the Schiſm. This the A-/az: quickly eſpyed, 
and began to ſuggeſt how unjuſtly the 3/-/.,:a”s had been dealt with 
in the Nicene Council, that the People generally flock'd after 4thana- 
ſins, and the Alexandrian Clergy, againſt whom it-was their joynt 
Intereſt to combine, as peat a common Enemy. And though 
their Deſigns were vaſtly different (the Melerians being as yet un- 
tainted in their Principles) yet, as Athanaſius ® oblerves, like Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, they both agreed againſt Chriſt, and diſſemblin 
their particular Oppoſitions, entred into a mutual Confederacy again 
the Truth, the Meletians being drawn by Covetouſneſs and Ambi- 
tion, the Arians by a delire to re-eſtabliſh and propagate their 
Impieties. 


III. ONE 
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LI. ONE of the firſt arrempts, ſeems to have been the. recalling 


Arius from his Baniſhment, which: $22922u * (it he means it of his * 25 2. c. 25. 
recalling from: Exile, and not rather his calling to Court) againſt all *4*3 4*+ , 
Reaſon, makes not to be till many years after, a little before the Synod 
at Jeruſalem, when he and E:z2:4s prelented thew Conteſſfion to the 
Emperor. Certain it 1s, that rus was. recall'd from Baniſhmentg 
ſome time before Euſcbius of Nicomedia; as not only Sozomen him- 
ſelf elſewhere confeſles * , but Exſcbias exprelly affirms in his Peti- 
tion or Declaration ? to the Emperor, though forbidden to return 
to Alexandria, remaining, it's like, amongſt hs Friends and Fayourers 
in the Ezſf. Not long after -his two great Patrons, Eyſcbizs and 
Theopnis followed him. Three whole years. 4 they had continued in 
Baniſhment, when betaking themlves to their old Arts, they pre- 
ferred a Bill by way of Petuion and Rexractation = to. the Emperor, 


wherein they repreſent, that they had hicherto ſubmiſſively 


acqui- 


eſced in the ] ent which his Majeſty had paſs'd upon them ; bus 
left their filence ſhould be rhought an Argument of their Guile, they 
declar'd that they did unanimoutlly agree 1a the Faich,and thag having 
diligently examin'd the meaning of the Word Conſab/tantial, they had 
wholly given up theraſelves to Peace, being addiQted to no Herefic : 
that for the Quiet and Security of the Church, they had ſuggeſted 
the beſt Councils they could think of, and had given all neceſfary 
SatisfaRion by ſubſcribing the Faith, though they could not the Ana- 
thematiſm againſt Arius, having from the Converſe they had had 
with him, both by Word and Writing, found him not guilty of what 
was cargo upon him. And having done thus, they did again ratifie 


their con 


ent 
of their Bani 


by this preſent Libel, not ſo much that they were weary 
ment, as deſirous to avoid the Suſpition of Herelie ; 


and that if but admitted into His Majeſties Preſence, he would find 
them exaly to 'agree with the Faith and Decrees' of the Nicene 
Synod ; which favour they the rather hop'd for, His Majeſty havin 

already fo graciouſly treated the Perlon accounted moſt Criminal, how 
releaſing him from his Baniſhment, had ſuffered him to vindicate him- 


ſelf from the things charg'd upon him. Hereupon the Sentence of 


their Baniſhment was taken off,” and they were permitted to return 
to their own Sees again. It mult not here be forgotten, that the 
Arians amongſt the many Stories they coin'd to ſupport their Caule, 
ventedthis ; © that ſoon after the Synod at Nice, Conſtantine having 
baniſh'd Esſebixs, Theognis and ſome others, for their obſtinate re- 
jetting the Conſub/tantial DoQrine, his Silter had a Viſion or Reyela- 
tion from Heaven, whereby ſhe was advertis'd, that thoſe men were 
Orthodox in their Opinions, and had thoſe hard Meafures very un- 
juſtly put upon them. That: hereupan the Emperor recall'd them 
from Baniſhment, and enquiripg of them, why ſince they had with 
the reſt ſubfcrib'd the N:ceze Creed, they diſſented from it ; receiv'd 
this anſwer, that they never heartily conſented to it; but aut of a 


fear, leſt His Majeſty, but newJy conyerted, and nat as yer 


rm*d 


by Baptiſm, taking oftence at the Differences amongſt them, ſhou 

throw up the Chriſtian Faith as doubtful and uncertain, return oy 
to Paganiſm, and turn his reſentment and diſpleaſure againſt the 
Church. - pon this Apology he forgave them, and reſoly'd (they 
lay) to call another Synod about ay Matter. But his Death pre- 


venting 
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venting that, he left the Execution of it to his Son Conſtantine, with 
this remark, that his Empire would never proſpes, if he did not bring 
all his Subjes to an Agreement in Matters of Religion : And that 
in compliance herewith, Con/tantizs ſummon'd the Council at 4-;- 
inn, which ratified their Faith. A Story not very conſiſtent with 
it ſelf, built only upon a ſlight and trifling Report, and repugnant to 
the unanimous account of all the Writers of thoſe times. Moſt cer. 
tain it is, that Conſtantine the Great, who to his dying day, was moſt 
conſtant to the Nicene Faith, would never have cancell'd the Sentence 
of their Baniſhment upon any other Terms, than their ſubſcribing 
that Creed. Which we ſee they accordingly did without any ſcru- 
ple. Of the ſame Thread with this, is the Paſſage related by Philo. 


<.24.1+.469 ſtorgins, * that after the Nicene Council, and the Recantation of 
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Euſcbius and his Party (whom the Emperor puniſh'd for their Preva- 
rication in their Subſcriptions) Conſtantine recalld Secundaus and his Ad- 
herents out of Baniſhment, and ſent Letters or EdiQs into all Parts 
to ſuppreſs and ſtifle the Conſub/tantial Dottrine, and to ratifie the 
contrary Opinion ; that Alexander of Alexanaria ſubſcrib'd theſe Let- 
ters, and thereupon communicated with 4rizs and his Party, but 
no ſooner was the fear of the Emperor's diſpleaſure over , but he 
return'd to his former Sentiments 1n this Matter, whereupon Arias 
and his Followers utterly deſerted him. An account fo improbable 
in all its Circumſtances, and fo directly contrary to all other Writers, 
that it needs no Confutatiun. Forg'd no doubt either by Phil;forg ins 
himſelf (whom therefore Photins in the entrance upon it by a witty 
Alluſion to his name cenſures, 0 @1Ao\lavdns vT(O« 232X959 MO. ) or 
handed to him by the 4r:axs of thoſe times, who ſpread abroad this 
and many more like Relations, to give life and credit to their 
Cauſe. 

IV. ATHANASIUS in the mean time, like a Prudent anda 
fairhful Paſtor, took an account of the State of his Flock, viſiting 
» the Churches of his Dioceſs, which conſidering the State of that 
time, he knew, could not but be over-run with Irregularities, both 
in Faith and Diſcipline. * Coming to the Province of Mareoris, which 
was populous, and where-Presbyters were fixed in every Pariſh, who 
taught and governed the People in great Peace and Order, the Mete- 
tian Schiſm not being able to ſct its foot here, he was told that one 
Iſchyras, a man vicious in his Morals, and that had never been really 
taken into Eccleſiaſtick Orders, did yet take upon him the Title and 
Office of a Presbyter, and draw away the People where he liv'd. 
Whereupon he diſpatch'd away Macarius his Presbyter, and the Pres- 
byter of the Place, to enquire into the Matter, and to ſummon the 
Perſon. Coming thither, they found the man ſick in Bed, fo that 
charging his Father to let him know, that he ſhould not dare to med- 
dle in the things reported of him,they returned to Athanaſius, I/chyras 
being recovered of his Diſtemper, was adviſed by his Father and his 
Friends, to ſhift for himſelf, who thereupon fled to the Melerians, 
and thence to Nicomedia, the uſual Refuge of diſcontented Perſons , 
where what miſchief he hatch'd againſt 4rhanaſivs, we ſhall hear at- 
terwards, In this Viſitation Arhanaſins is faid to have taken in his 
way the Egyprian Monaſteries, ſo famous in the Stories of thoſe 
times, where he was received with all due Honour and Reſpe& 
eſpecially 
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eſpecially he viſited the great S. Anthony, the Father of all the 


Hermits of that Age, there being ſo great a Dearneſs and Intimacy 
between theſe two, that as oft as ſent for, S. Azthony would leave 
his Solicudes, and come to Athanaſius, meet him in Cities, accom- 
pany him to Church, give Teſtimony to his Faith, oppoſe and con- 
demn his Adverſaries, write to Princes and great men in his behalf, 
which added no little Eſteem and Reputation to him. Though cqn- 
ſidering the FaQtions and Artifices that at this time were on foot 
againſt him, he had need of all his Friends to ſtand by him and lup- 
rt him. 

V. FOR Euſchius was no ſooner return'd to Nicomedia, but he 
began to ſer his Engines on work for the promoting the 4riaz Cauſe. 
His chief Deſign was, to reſettle 4ri#s at Alexandria, where he knew 
the Venom would work moſt effectually, To which end he wrote 
to Athanaſius, * ſmoothly courting him to receive Ari#s into Commu- 
nion, while at the ſame time, by other hands, he threatned him, 
if he did refuſe. But the good man equally diſ-regarded his intreaties 
and his threatnings, he ſent him word, that Ar:«s was an Heretick, 
and an Enemy to the Truth, that he had been condemn'd by a gene- 
ral Council, and that ſuch could not be re-admitted. Failing in this, 
he went to work another way, by crafty Inſinuations engaging the 
Emperor, who now look*d upon Aris, as conforming hirgſelf to the 
Church, to write in his behalf to Arhanaſius, which he did, »- bein 
directed by him, in a very poſitive and gs ap manner, com- 
manding him to ſer open the Church-doors to any that were willing 
to enter in, telling him, that if he knew he excluded any, who were 
deſirous to return to the Communion of the Church, he would im- 
mediately ſend orders to diſplace him, and ſend him far enough off. 
In which clauſe of the Letter (for part of it only is ſet down) no 
particular mention being made of 4r:«s, probable it is, that Eyſcbius 
had couch'd the Deſign only in general Terms, repreſenting Atha- 
»aſirs as an Enemy to the Peace and Union of the Church. How. 
ever truſting in the goodneſs of his Cauſe, he- was nothing ſtartled 
at this quick and ſevere Meſſage of the Emperor, humbly remon- 
{trating by his Anſwer, that the Catholick Church could not poſſibly 
hold Communion with that Hereſie, that plainly fubverted the Dt- 
vinity of our Saviour. Euſcbins diſappointed in both theſe attempts, 
falls now to downright Methods of Fraud and Falſhood, reſolving by 
right or wrong to remove him, who ſo long as he ſtood in their 
way, would obſtruCt whatever they took in hand. And firſt he ſends 
to the Meletians, that now was a fit time to put their confederate 
Councils into PraCtice ; who partly encourag'd by his Letters, partly 
to ſollicit their own Cauſe, viz. the Reſtitution of their Churches, 
deputed three Biſhops of their Party, 1fo, Exdemon, and Cellinicus, 
to go and manage their Afﬀairs at Court, where, by E/cbius his 
advice, they forg'd an Accuſation againſt 4rhanaſius, charging bim 
before the Emperor, to have exafted Linnen for the ule of his 
Church, and to have impos'd it as a Tribute upon the People. But 
Apis and Macarius two Alexandrian Presbyters, hapning to be then 
at Court, quickly convinc'd the Emperor of the falſeneſs of the 
Charge; who condemning the Accuſers, commanded Arhaxafias , 


however to appear. Which when Exſcbius underſtood, he perſwaded 
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the Melerians to ſtand to the Cauſe, and to attack him with new 
Indi&ments at his Arrival. To take off Macarius his Evidence, the 

renew a Charge, which they had not long ſince pur in againſt him, 
of breaking the Communion-Chalice ; upon Athaxaſins they clap ho 
leſs than an Inditment of high Treaſon, that he had privily ſent a 
Cabinet of Gold to one Philumenus, to enable him to uſurp the Em- 
Pire. Athanaſius being come, his Cauſe was heard at Pſammarhia, 
a part of the Suburbs of NVicomedia, where the Emperor had a Palace 
(not at Conſtantinople, as T heodorit * makes it,” which was ſcarce fi- 
niſh'd, much leſs dedicated) where he fo ſatisfied the Emperor in 
the Innocency and Integrity of his Cauſe, that his Adverſaries were 
condemn'd, himſelf acquitted, and not only ſuffered to depart, but 
at his return the Emperor honour'd him with a Letter * to. the 
Church of A/cxandria, wherein after he had largely exclaim'd againſt 
the Malice and Iniquity of the Age, he tells them, that the wicked 
Wretches had prevaild nothing againſt their Biſhop, ſtudying no- 
thing but vainly to ſpend time, and render themſelves incapable of 
Pardon ; that the ſhould aſſiſt one another by mutual Concord, and 
reſiſt thoſe that did oppoſe it ; that as for A4rhanaſins their Biſhop, 
he had kindly receiv'd him, and convers'd with him, as one whom 
he verily believ*d to be a man of God, and a moſt venerable Perſon, 
and whom he knew to be a Miniſter for his Equity and Diligence, and 
other Qualities every way neceſlary for them, 

VI. MALICE like Fire, muſt have a vent, or *rwill be ſtifled 
in its own Smoke. Euſebins —_—_ nothing againſt Athanaſias, 
for the preſent diverts his ſpleen another way, £u/athins Biſhop 
of Artioch was a ſtout Stickler againſt the Arians, and being ſet in 
ſo eminent a See, was capable of doing the greater diſſervice to the 
Cauſe. Him he ſingles out, and reſolves to hunt him down. In order 
whereunto, he begs leave > of the Emperor (at whoſe charge alſo 
he went the Journey) to go ſee the magnificent Church which Coa- 
ftantine was then building at Jeruſalem, Accompanied with his old 
Friend Theegnis of Nice, he came to Antioch, where pretending 
Friendſhjp, they were kindly and honourably treated by E»/tathias. 
Thencg/paſſing through Paleſtine they laid the Deſign, which they 
reſolv'd to effe& at their return. For procuring a Synod to be call'd 
at Antioch, Enſtathius is charg'd as Heterodox in the Faith ; but be- 
cauſe they knew that too thin to hold Water, they back'd it with 
the Accuſation of Adultery, which they procur'd to be depos'd upon 
Oath, though but the Oath of a lewd infamous Woman. Where- 
upon the good man was condemn'd, and thrown out of his See. And 
though there were thoſe in the Council, who ſmelt the Knavery, 
and perſwaded Exſtathius not to ſtand to the Sentence of Depoſition, 
yet were their Enemies too quick for them, having immediately con- 
veyed notice of it to the Emperor, to whom they repreſented the 
Scandal of the Crimes, and the great Juſtice of the Sentence, per- 
ſwading the Emperor to confirm it, who accordingly ordered him to 
be baniſh'd. 

VII THOUGH let alone for the preſent, Athanaſius was not 
forgotten. The buſineſs at Antioch being over, they are now at lea- 
ſure to bait him a Second time. For 1/chyras the alkrpiag Presbyter, 


who had ſome while ſince fled from Mareotis, having addreſs'd 
< himſelf 
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© himſelf to Enſ+bius of Nicomedia, was readily entertain'd by him, 
25 a fit Inſtrument to promote their Deſigns ; and to oblige Him faſter, 
he is tyed with the Aſſurance of a Biſhoprick, which afterwards they 
made good, creating him Biſhop of Mareorzs, and at preſent tteating 
him in the capacity of a Presbyter. By his corittivance Accuſations 
are fram'd, and brought into more formal and plauſible Stories; 
Athanaſius is charg'd with cruel and tyrannical Attings, Macarins his 
Presbyter as ſent by him with forcible ruſhing into the Chancel ; 
breaking the Communion-Cup, and tearing the Bible in pieces, Atha- 
naſius indited of Murder, for making away Arſenius a Meletian Bi- 
' ſhop, arid a dead man's hand produc'd as evidence of the Fatt, 
whereof more in their due place. All which were repreſented with 
their greateſt Aggravations to the Einpetor. The firſt he lighted, 
having himſelf heard it ſufficiently baffled, when Athanaſius, not lon 
ſince, appear'd before him at Nicom?dia. For that of Arſenius, whic 
ſeem'd to be of moſt moment, he ſent to his Brother Dalmatins the 
Cenſcr, then reſiding at Antioch, to take the matter under Examinati- 
on. The Cexſor preſently writes to Athanaſius, commanding him to 
prepare himſelf 2 a Tryal, and to anſwer the _ laid ro his 
Charge. He, conſcious of his own Innocency, and the prodigious 
Malignity of the Fable, at firſt made light of it, but conſidering that 
the Emperor had concern'd hirſelf in it, he thought ir not ſafe to 
negle&t it. Wherefore he wrote to the Biſhops of his Dioceſs, to 
give them notice of it, and ſent a Deacon to enquire after Arſenius, 
whom with much ado he found to be alive and well, Which was 
no ſooner done, but he difpatch'd away Macarius with Letters to 
the Emperor at Con/tantinople, to give hm a true account of the 
State of things, to put him in mind of what had been tranſaQted at 
P/ammathia, and to aſſure him that Arſezius after all was alive and 
ſafe. The Emperor wondring at mens immoderate boldneſs and confi- 
dence, commanded Da/mativs to {urceaſe the Proceſs, and the Ac- 
cuſers who had been ſent into the Eaſt to manage the Charge, to 
depart from Court, himſelf writing 4 to Arhanaſins, to let him know 
how much he made it his buſineſs to preſerve Truth and Juſtice, and 
ay above all others in pious and good men : In which Letter 
he falls upon the M-letians with a very black Character, as the moſt 
mercileſs,” wicked and execrable Perſons, men: hardned in Impiety, 
and who attempted the greateſt Abſurdities meerly to gratife Envy, 
Emulation, and a ſeditious Mind, as was plain in their unjuſt Pro- 
ceedings againſt him ; commanding that his Letter ſhould be read to 
the People, that all might take notice of it, eſpecially thoſe whom 
it moſt concern'd, whom he aſſur'd, that if =_ {till proceeded in 
theſe Praftices, he would judge them not by Eccleſiaſtical, but Civil 
Laws, and would make it appear, that they wete open Invaders not 
only of humane, but of divine Conſtitutions. 

VIII. THIS jaſt and neceſlary Severity of the Emperor frighted 
e the Meletians at this time from any farther attempts againſt 4rha- 
ne/y the reproaches of their own Conſciences, and the publick 
Fame cauſing them to retire with ſhame and ſilence, But Euſcbimus 
and his Party loth to looſe ſuch uſeful Inſtruments, endeavoured to 
put new life into them, by aſſuring them that things ſhould be tranſ- 
attedin a Synod, where there was no donbt but they ſhould _ 
the 
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the predominant over-ruling ſtroke, To effe&t which, they put it 
into the Emperor's head, that his ſtately Buildings at Jeruſalem were 
now almoſt finiſhed, and;ripe for Dedication, for which the Biſho 

of thoſe Parts muſt be call'd together, that this opportunity might 
be taken firſt to ſettle and compoſe thoſe Differences, which of late 
had ſo much diſturb'd the Church, that fo they might more unani- 
mouſly carry on that great Solemnity. To this the Emperor at length 
yielded, appointing a Synod * to be held at Ceſarea in Paleſtine, 
where the Biſhops being met, Arharaſizs did not appear, ſuſpeCting, 
as ſome think, the Partiality of his Judges, and liking the place ne- 
ver the better, becauſe Euſebizs was Biſhop of it, whom he look'd 
upon as too favourable to the Arian Party. Though indeed 4thana- 
ſis aſſigns no ſuch Reaſon, nor is this Synod ſo much as once men- 
tion'd by him. Long time the Biſhops waited at Cz/area, but Arha- 
zaſius came not ; which his Enemies knew well enough how to im- 
prove to his diſadvantage, telling the Emperor, he might now ſee 
what little account Arhanaſivns made of his commands, who dar'd 
thus contumaciouſly to diſobey the imperial Orders. The Emperor, 
though otherwiſe of a mild and eaſie Temper, exaſperated with theſe 
Suggeſtions, appoints another Synod to aſſemble at Tyre, while things 
were making ready for the Solemnity at Jeru/alem, commanding 
Athanaſius at his Peril to appear, and wy ſuch Biſhops eſpe- 
cially, as the Euſebians had recommended to him, intending the 


Caſe ſhould be canvaſs'd and determin'd in the moſt publick and ſo- 
lemn Manner. 


The Life of S. ATHANASIUS. 


'E {>& W. - 


The Afts and Proceedings of the Synod at Tyre, with other cons 
ſequent Aﬀairs. | 


A Synod ſummon'd at Tyre. The Emperor's Lieutenant appointed to 
preſide there. The ſum of Conſtantine” Letter to the Council. Arhanaſius's 
Carriage before the Synod. A twofold Charge exhibited againſt him. 
Matters of Vice and Immorality in three Inſtances ; Oppreſſion, and 
how guilty of*that ; Raviſhment, the Villany whereof how diſcovered ; 
Murder, his killing Arſenius, and cutting off his Hand, The wicked- 
neſs of this Story 9 and refuted at large, and evidently prov be- 
fore the Council. The ſecond head of Atcuſation, Impiety and Pro- 
ſanation. The Caſe of his Ordination enquir d into. Hes Violation 
of Tchyras*s Church, breaking the Communion-Cup, &c. Several An- 
ſwers to that Charge. Commiſſioners ſent by the Synod into Egypt, to 
examine Matters upon the place, Athanaſius his Exceptions againſt 
the Perſons. All Motions in his behalf over-ruP'd. The partial and 
unjuſt Proceedings of the Commiſſioners. The Z;al of the Marzotick 
Clergy for their Biſhop. Athanaſius condemn'd and depo#?d by the Sy- 
nod at Tyre. The Synod adjourn'd by the Emperor to Jeruſalem. 
Arius's Cauſe commanded to be taken under Conſideration, by means of 
an Arian Presbyter*s favour with the Emperor. What truth in that 
Report. Arius ſent for to Court  Conſtantine*s Letrer ro hin to 
that purpoſe. His and Euzoius's Hypocritical A preſented to 
the Emperor. The Judgement of the Synod about his Caſe. Whether 
he return'd to Alexandria, Upon Athanaſius's complaint at Court, 
the Biſhops are ſummon'd to make good their Charge againſt him. Ac- 
cus'd by them of High-Treaſon, and baniſh'd by the Emperor to Triers, 
Arius takex into favour at Court: Alexander Biſhop of Conſtanti- 
nople commanded to admit him to Communion. The perplexity of the 
good Biſhop, and his zealous Prayers to Heaven. The unnatural and 
execrable Death of Arius, and the manner of it. His Charatter. The 


Deſcription of his Temper and Perſon. Interceſſions in behalf of 


Athanaſius rejeiFed. The Death of Conſtantine, and Diviſion of the 
Empire amongſt his Sons. The occaſion of Conſtantius's favouring the 
Arian Party. 


NN. Chr. CCCXXXV. met the Council at Tyre, * conſiſt- 
ing of LX. Biſhops of the Eaſt, beſides XLVII. that came 
along with Acrhanaſius out of Egypt, probably not formally 

ſummon'd chither, but to pay an honourable Atrendance upon their 

Metropolitan, And becauſe the Emperor foreſlaw that Heats and 

Quarrels would ariſe, he ſent Djozyſius a man of Conſular Dignity, to 

preſide as his own Commiſſioner in the Synod, to ſee good Order and 

Decorum kept amongſt them, himſelf writing * to them tothis effect ; 

that they would uſe their utmoſt endeavour to heal the Breaches in 

the Churches Peace ; the moſt honourable Enterprize they could take 


in hand ; that for his part nothing had been wanting, that he had 
granted 
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granted whatever they defir'd, ſummoning what Piſhops they thought 
convenient, and ſending the Exconſulzr Dionzſins to be a Watnels of 
their Tranſa&ions, and their your Behaviours, that it any whom it 
concern'd, refus'd to come, he would by Baniſhment, make them 
know what it was to diſobey the imperial Summons ; that nothung 
now remain'd, but that they would judge neither tor hatred nor 
favour, but according tothe Eccleſiaſtick and Apoftolick Canon, ad- 
miniſtring proper Remedies to all _—— that ſo at once they 
might free the Church from Reproach, eaſe his Cares, reſtore Peace 
ng Tranquility to the ſhattered State of the Church, and purchaſe 
Renown and Honour to themſelves. At firſt Arbinaſivs did nor ap. 

r, i not that he diſtruſted the goodneſs of his Cauſe, but cirher 
n—_— he thought he ſhould not have a fair equal Hearing, or thar 
he fear'd they would innovate ſomerhing in the Niceze Faith. Bur 
conſidering what pers wo Orders the Emperor had iſſued out, he 
came, accompanied with a great number of the Biſhops of his own 
Province, as Witneſles of his Integrity, and Advocates of his Cauſe ; 
as his Presbyter Macarizs had a little before been brought thither 
in Chains from Alexandris, with a Guard of Soldiers to condut 
him. 

IL ATHANASTUS being brought before the Council, had 
the Portion of a Criminal to ſtand at the Bar, which ſo incens'd Po- 
#4mon one of the Egyptian Biſhops, that he fell foul upon Euſcbins of 
C2ſarea, one of the Synod, when he clpy'd him ſitting upon the Bench, 
while Athanaſiss ſtood below, reproaching him with ſome Suſpitions 
of idolatrous Compliance, while they had been Fellow-Priſoners under 
the Diocletian Perſecution. havofin at firſt demur'd, though nor 
to the Juriſdiftion of the Court, yet to the competency and fitneſs 
of his Judges ; which Exception not being admitted, his Inditmenr 
was read, and his Crimes openly mention'd. Now the things laid to 
his charge, were eſpecially of two ſorts, Matters of Vice and Immo- 
rality, and Matters of Impiety and Prophanation ; for as for the {tale 
Accuſations of Treaſon and Sedition, the levying an Impoſition of 
Linnen Cloth upon the People, and conſpiring with Philumernns to 
invade the Empire, they had been fo notoriouſly bafled in former 
attempts, that I find them not ſo much as ence mention'd in the 


_— though to add what colour they could to their Sentence , 
& $0236-p.482 TC 


ey charge * him with Contumacy,in refuling to obey the Emperor's 
Edi&, commanding him to appear the year before in the Synod at 
Ceſare, and that he had now brought ſo many Attendants with him 
to Tyre, as if he intended to offer force and violence to the Council 
We ſhall a little more —_— enquire into the things charg'd 
upon — ppt objeed againſt him, not only in this, bur wa ſome 
atter-Synods. 

III 1 N reference to Vice and Immorality, he ſtood indi&ted of 
three great Crimes, * Opprefſion, Raviſhment, and Murder, Under 
the firſt he was charg'd with cruel and tyrannical Uſage of his Bre- 
thren, that he had often fetter'd J/chyras, and having accus'd him 
before Hyginus Prefect of Egypr, for throwing Stones at the Empe- 
ror*s Statues, had caus'd him to be caſt into Priſon; that he had de- 
pos'd Callinicus Biſhop of Pelaſcrms for refuſing to communicate with 
him, and givenchis Church to one Marte, a degraded Presbyter, our 

it 
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Gf | Philoſtorgius ® may be believ'd) that he had laid Calinicas in * £2 < 11, 
Irons, -impriſon'd him, and never left proſecutirig him, till he had *#7* 


driven him out of the World : Thus Euplus, Pachomins, Iſaac, Achillas 
and Hermeon, Meletian Biſhops, accusd him for having caus'd them 
to be whipd and beaten, But ſeeing theſe things in all likelyhood 
wanted proof, no more than the bare mention of them being record- 
ed, and that ſome of them depending _=_ other parts of the IndiQt- 
ment, fell together with them, it would be needleſs to inſiſt upon 
them. The next branch of the Charge concern'd Force and Rayiſh- 
ment, that he had offered violence to a Woman, * whom they had 
prevaiPd with to come in to the Council, and to own and attelt the 
Fat; who accordingly declar'd, that for her ſelf, ſhe had vow'd 
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Virginity, but that having entertain'd 4thanaſins into her Houſe, he Theod-t, 7430: 
had violently forc'd her into lewd Embraces. Athanaſins who had * *7 


{melt ſomething of the Deſign, being brought into Court, came at- 
tended with 7 ancthens one of his Presbyters, between whom it was 
agreed, that 7 imothews ſhould take his part upon him. The Judges 
calling upon Arhanaſius to anſwer the matter of Fatt alledg'd againſt 
him he ſtood filent, but Timorhews turning to the Woman, Woman 
(aid he) was I ever in your Houſe, did 1 ever, as you pretend, offer 
violence to you? To which, with ſome quickneſs and vehemency ſhe 
replied, ſtretching out her hand, and pointing to him with her fin- 

er, yes, yes, you are the man, that forcibly preſs'd upon me, and 

ain'd my Chaſtity and my Honour ; adding, as in ſuch Caſes is 
uſual, both the time and place. The Cheat thus | yur diſcovering 
it ſelf, put the Contrivers of it to the bluſh; and when Athanaſius 
requir'd, that before the Woman was diſmiſs'd, ſhe might be ask'd, 
who *twas that had fram'd and laid the Plot, his juſt requeſt was 
over-ruPd by a clamorous Anſwer, that they had greater Matters 
againſt him to be examin'd, and for which they had Evidence beyond 
all Exception. This Paſſage, Sozomez tells us, was not recorded in 
the Alts of the Council, as being thought roo light and immodeſt 
for the TranſaQtions of a grave Aitembly. Nor is it to be forgotten, 
that the 4r;az Hiſtorian * turns the Tale quite the other way, affirm- 
ing that Arhanaſins complotted with the Woman, and that by his 
direCtion ſhe charg'd her great Belly upon Euſcbius of Nicomedia, his 
chief Enemy in the Synod, who by a much like Stratagem brought 
it to light. But how much ftreſs is to be laid upon his Relations, 
eſpecially when levell'd againſt the Catholick Party, the judicious 
Reader needs not be told. And perhaps it might not be the leaſt en- 
couragement to the 4rian FaQtion, to ſhift the Scene, and turn it 
upon Athanaſius, that they knew that theſe Proceedings were -not 
entred amongſt the Atts of the Synod, and that there was nothing 
extant upon Record to diſprove them. 

IV. BUT that which of all others gave the moſt pleaſant Diver- 
ſion to the Synod (thoſe only m——_ who had contriv'd it) was 
the Tragy-Comick Scene of Arſenius the Melerian Biſhop, the Mur- 
dering of whom was charg'd ? upon Arhanaſins, for proof whereof they 
produc'd a Box, out of which they took a dead man's Hand, dried 
and falted, which they affirm'd to be the Hand of A4r/exivs whom 
Athanaſins had made away; and to make” the wickedneſs ſtill more 
enormous, added, that he had cn it to Magical Purpoſes, to _ 

uſe 
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uſe of it in Arts of diabolick Conjurations. The Truth and Validity 
of which Charge, will beſt appear by a ſhort Survey of the whole 
Matter. Ar/enius, who tiles himſelf Biſhop of Hypſele, whereof 
Mecletius himſelf had been ſometimes Biſhop, having fallen under ſome 
great Irregularity, had to avoid 4 the Conviction and Cenfure of his 
Metropolitan , withdrawn himſelf. This opportunity John, the 
chief of the Meletiaz Party, thought fit to embrace, to faſten a moſt 
deſperate Calumny upon” Athanaſius. For which end he and his Con- 
federates find out the Man, treat him with all kindneſs and courteſie, 
perſwade him ſtill ro conceal himſelf, lodging him to that purpoſe 
with one P7zzes, one of their Confidents, Presbyter of a Monaſtery 
in Thebais, This done, they give it out * 1n all publick places, that 
Athanaſius had privately murdered Arſenins, ſhewing about a dead 
man's Hand, which they affirm'd to be his. The News hereof was 
not long, before it was by the Esſebians convey'd to the Emperor, 
who gave order to his Brother Dalmatins, to enquire into it. And 
though upon notice given him by the Cexſor,he {lighted the Matter, as 
a thing ſufficiently improbable in it ſelf, yet knowing the Malice and 
Subtlety of his Enemies, and that the Emperor had taken Cognizance 
of it, he thought it not prudent to be unprepar'd for his own defence. 
Immediately therefore he ſent one of his Deacons into Thebais to 
ſearch for Arſenius, whom he had not ſeen in many years. The 
Deacon by the help of Fargo, Sylvanus, and ſome other Monks, un- 
derſtood at length where he lay conceaPd. But coming to Pines his 
Monaſtery, and entring the Houſe, they found indeed, that he had 
been there, but that the Bird was flown, For upon the firſt News of 
their arrival in thoſe Parts, Pinzes had clapt him aboard, and by the 
aſſiſtance of He/iz5 a Monk, had convey'd him down into the lower 
Ezypt. Niſſing- the man, they however ſciz'd upon Pines and 
Helias, whom they brought to Alexandria, and preſented to the Go- 
vernor, before whom they freely confeſs'd that Ar/exius was alive 
and well, and that Arhanaſtus was guiltleſs and Innocent, as Pines 
himſelf tells Fohz the Meletian Biſhop in his Letter © to him. All 
which Athanaſins preſently certified to the Emperor, who by hisanſwer 
teſtified how ſeverely he reſented the unjuſt Proceedings of that tur- 
bulent and malicious Party. 

V. AND thus ſtood things till the Synod at Tyre, when this 
wretched device was again reſg'd up, and brought upon the Stage ; 
at which time the Providence of God ſtrangely furniſh'd him with an 
opportunity to ſilence the Malice of his Adverſaries beyond all poſſi- 
bility of Evaſion. The Melertians had ſtritly charg'd * 4r/onins to 
keep cloſe; but he tempted with curioſity to ſee how things went, 
had privately conveyd himſelf to Tyre, intending to lye there Incog- 
zito all the time. It hapned that ſome Servants belonging to Arche- 
las the Governor being then at the Tavern, heard a rumor whil- 
pered, that Ar/ſenius was then in Town. Which they immediately 
told their Lord, who with equal ſecrecy and diligence found him 
out and apprehended him, giving notice of it to Athanaſius. The 
man unwilling to be falſe to thoſe that imploy'd him, and loth that 
the whole frame of the Plot ſhould be reveald and unraveld in a Mo- 
ment, at firſt denied himſelf to be Arſenins, till Pau! Biſhop of Tyre, 
who had formerly known him, convinc'd him, and beat him apy 5-4 

that 
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that refuge. The day of the Tryal being come, and the Caſe of the 
impudent Strumpet diſmiſs'd, this of Arſenius was broughr oh, the 
Proſecutors ing, that now they ſhould make not their Ears, but 
their very _ udges in the Caſe, therewith producing the dead 
ich they {aid Arhanaſins had diſmembred. At which a great 
ſhout was made in the Synod, many believing (it to be true, and 
others, that nothing could appear to the contrary. Silence being 
made, Athanaſius gravely askd the Judges, ' Whether any of them 
knew Ar/enius ? which when ſeveral affirm'd, he commanded. him to 
be brought into Court, and again ask'd, Whether this. was the Per- 
ſon, the man whom he was charg'd to have kill'd, and cut off his 
Hand? The Caſe being too notorious to be denied, while men were 
in a ſtrange ſurprize and ſuſpence about it, Arhansſivs turns back the 
man's Cloak, and ſhews them, one of his Hands; and after a little 
pauſe, to give them time to ſuſpeA it might be the other hand, he 
puts back the other ſide of the Cloak, and ihews the other : 4nd now 
Gentlemen (ſaid he) Arſenius you ſee has both bis hands, but where a 
third hand is to be had that was cut off, I leave to my Accnſ:rs to diſcover. 
Thus ended the Plot, not more to the Pleaſare: and Satisfation of 
the Innocent, than to the Shame and Confufion of the Guilty;amongſt 
which John the Meletian Biſhop, the main Contriver of the whole 
Scheme, is ſaid to have flunk away in the Crowd, though others, 
as Theodorit tells us, * ſtood to it, railing upon, Athanaſius tor a Con- * wii ſur, 
jurer, and affirming that by Magick Arts he. had caſt a Miſt before ?- 54 
the Eyes of the Council, endeavouring to exaſperate the, Aſſembly 
to tear him in pieces, inſomuch that had he got been reſcued, -the 
Comick Scene had been turn'd into a real'Tragedy. While others 
ſtudied to deviſe * ſomething that might look like: a plauſible ex+ » 52. tor. wir. 
cuſe, ſaying with equal Truth, -that Pluſievus an' Athinaſizn Bilbop 7: 4% 
had by his command ſet on fire 4r/enizs his Houſe, tied him to a Pillar 
and whipped him, and then ſhut him up in Priſon ; but that eſcaping 
out of a Window, he had a long time hid himſelf, which caus'd them 
to imagine him to be. dead, and being a conſiderable Perſon, they 
thought they could do no leſs than bring - his Cauſe before- the Ma- 
giſtrate, that it might be examin'd and {ifted out. I add no more . 
concerning this, than that Ar/enius himſelf, together with his Pres- 
byters and Deacons, wrote * to Athanaſius to: be receiv'd to the * Ext.rpilt ap: 
Peace and Unity of the Church, renouncing all Commerce with i ops 
ſchiſmatical or Ln Perſons, and promiling all Canonical Sub- 
jection and Obedience to him as their lawful Metropolitan 3 deſiring 
him to write to them, and to give notice of their intire Agreement 
with the Eatholick Church. Nay John himſelf repenting of what 
he had done, confeſs*d the Injuries that had been done to 4rhanaſs- 
us, and reconcil'd himſelf to him, as himſelf witpeffed in his Letter 
to the Emperor, whereof Coytantine givey an account in his anſwer 
' to him. | : 7 Extu4bp.61it 
VI. WE have ſeen with what ſucceſs the Charge of Vice and 
Immorality was manag'd againſt this good man; let us next ſee how 
he ſped in that of Impiety and Profanation, wherein two Articles 
eſpecially were inſiſted on.. Firſt, that he had procurd himſelf * to = $0. «63/xpr. 
be created Biſhop of A4lexazdris by undue and unlawful means, that ?: 45> 
the Perſons ordaining him, np. in the very AQ guilty of Pjwry, 
2 a 
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all the Biſhops having bound themſelves, that no man ſhanld be'or- 


daind, *rill he had clear'd him{cHf of what cortld be objettcd againſt / 
him; that being thus deceiv'd, they had renounc'd Communion with 
him, who yet was fo far from giving them 'SatisfaQion, rhat hs 
forcibly compelld, and caft them into Priſon. To which purpoſe y 
Libel was read in the Synod, containing ſome Exceptions 

as if for his fake the People of Akxeandria had forſaken the p tick 
Afemblics. The Falſthood of all which is ſufficzently evident from 
the.manner of his coming to that See, the Alexandrizn Synod (man 

whereof aſſiſted at his Conſecration) declaring * before the whole 
World, that he was eleted by-common Suffrage and Conſent, and 
ordained'at the unwearied inſtance and trmportanity of the People, 
and that his entrance upon it was {6 far from being entertained with 
Tumults and Murmuring, that it'was celebrated with poputar Tri- 
umphs and Thanks to God. But that which made a louder noiſe, 
was the other Branch of the Charge, * +42. that his Presbyter Ma- 
carius at his command, and by his Authority, had Ry veolien 10to 
the Chancel, while 1/chyras was officiating in the holy Miniftrations, 


that he had overturn'd the Communion-Table, broken in pieces the 


Sacramental Chalice, and burnt the holy Books, All which 1{hyras 
was there preſent-to atteſt. In anſwer to which, beſides ſome gene- 
ral Exceptions'that were over-ruPd, we find it alledgd, © that this 
Ifchyas, whom the Inditment preſented in the capacity of a Prieſt, 
was really no Presbyter, nor ever fo accounted by any, t his own 
Relations, that he pretended to no better Orders, than what Coffu- 
thus had confer'd upon him, who was himſelf bur a Presbyter, and 
who-for uſurping the Office of a Biſhop, had been Syngdically cen- 
ſured, and the Perſons ordained by him rednced into the Order and 
Claſs of Laicks; that when Macarizs catne thither, 1/chyras was ſick 
4 in Bed, and conſequently incapable of miniſtring at the holy Ta- 
ble; that it wasnot then the Lord's day, * the time of their publick 
Solemnity, that 'there was no Church in 'the place where 1/chyras 


lived, nor in the whole Village, 1/chyras himſelf dwelling in a poue 
al; 


Farm-houſe, a parcel of an Eſtate belonging to one 7/jo an Orp 
that by the Confeſſion of their own Witneſſes * whom they had ex- 
amined, the Catechumens were then in the Church, and therefore 
the holy Euchariſt could not then be admjniſtred, who affirmed 
moreover, that Macarizs had not burnt the Books, and that « what 
Iſchyras ſaid was falſe ; that the Presbyters and Deacans of that 
Country, who had Rn me Athenaſixs in his Viſitation, were 
his Compurgators, ſolemnly proteſting that there was ng ſuch mat- 
ter, and that the whole of the Story was forged and fabulous ; fi. 
nally, that 1/chyras himſelf had confſed * the whole Plot, for be- 
ing reproached by bis own Party, and much more by his own Con- 
ſcience, he had with tears addreſſed himſelf to Arhangfus, and plain! 
diſcovered the whole Conſpiracy, by a Writing i under his own Hand 
delivered in the preſence of fix Presbyters, and eight Deacons, who's 
names are to it, declaring that he was ſet on, yea by ftripes forced 
to it by Heraclides, Iſaac, and the reft of their Aﬀocntes, and that 
he called God to witneſs, that he knew nothing of the things chargd 
upon Athanaſizs , but that he had been compelled ro give what 
Teſtimony he: had done , and that he thought himſelf obliged ro 
make 
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nike chis Declaration, heartily wifhing he might be admitted t6 


mmanion with him. | | 

VII. THE Caſe being thus clear (moit of theſe things being ito 
dondt then pleaded by Arhanifius) his Accufers were at a ftand, and 
knew not what courſe to take, till thoſe * who were cont c 
in the Council, putthe Matter upon this Tflue, that the Determina- 
tion of the Caſe ſhould be ſuſpended, and that Commiffioners ſhould 
be ſent into Egypr, to enquire into the true State of the Cafe, and 
ro report it to the Synod, nominating to that end ſuch as they could 
eraft, Theognis Biſhop of 'Nice, Maris of Calcedon, Theodore of Perin- 
rhus, Macedonius of Mopſus in Cilicia, Urfacius of Singidunum in Meſiz, 
and Vatens of Murſa in Pannonia, who together with 1/chyras pre- 
ſeorly betook themſelves to the Voyage. By this 4thansfius perceiv'd 
which way things were hiketo go, but not tobe wanting to his Cauſe 
he put in his Exceptions againtt the Commiſſion, which he affirm 
to be altogether needleſs, things being plain enough already, that 
the Defign of it was only to gam time, and that "rwas in vain to 
go ſo far about to do what they had already refolv'd ſhould be done. 
But this not being admitted, he next excepted againſt the Perſons, 
alledging ir to be highly unreaſonable, that when Macarius was kept 
Priſoner at Tyre, Iehrras ſhould be raken along with the Delegates 
who themſelves were all ſworn Enemies, by which might be ouels'd 
what return was like to be made. And — this Exception was 
infinirely equitable, yet the Count Dionyfias ſuffered them to depart, 
This procedure gave juſt diftaft to all that were Friends to the Arha- 
aſian Caule, he Eirpels Biſhops not —T I preſenting a Prote- 
ſtation ® to the Synod, ſubſcribed by XLVIE. Biſhops, wherein they 
finartly complained of the fraudulent and miſchievous Deſigns of 
the Eu{cbian Party in the Synod, their unjuſt P ings againſt 
Athanaſius, their unfair Attempts to en the reft of the Council 
to own and ſubferibe their Tranfactions, againſt which they 
thought it their Duty to proteſt, and to befeech them by all that 
was ficred, nat to concur wirh them, as they would anſwer the con- 
trary in the great day of their Accounts. This they back'd with an 
Addrefs ® to the moſt illuſtrious Count Djonyſius, — that 
the Eyſcbian and Melctian Plots and Combinations being now 10 noto- 
rious, they could not but offer him their Proteſtation, beſeeching 
and coojuring him for the fake of Almighty God, not to ſuffer the 
Synod to proceed any farther in this buſineſs, but to reſerve the Cauſe 
, to the Emperor's own hearing, where they might freely diſplay 
their Caſe, and where they did not doubt of a righteous Ifue. | 
was followed with a Letter ® to Djoxyfius, from Alexander B 
of Theſfalozica, a man of great name and note, and one of the Synod, 
wherein he complained, that by this Deputarioti, it was evident 
what they defigned againſt SORES, that the thing had been ated 
without his privity, that he ſhould adviſe them to do nothing raſh- 
ly, and take care that no inconvenience might ariſe, nor any thing 
be herein ated, thar might refle& upon them, and expoſe hs uſe 
of the Synod.to reproach. Dioawyſus alarmed with altrheſe Addreff 
ſent a Note ? ro Ewſcbius and his Party, acquainting them, that things 
hap*ne juſt as he had foretold, that {#thanafins would For per of 
injurious dealing, . and the Perfons defegated, chat he h yt 
| tnem 


*—C— 


& Socr.l. 1.0.31 
fþ+ 67. 


U Ath. bi ſupr. 
þ. 612, 


w®Pxt.ib.p.616 


" Ext.i6.p.618 


* Extib.p.big 


P Ext. 10. ci 


"The Lifeof S. Ataananius, 


4 Ath.ib.p.619 
Socr. bb. P- 68, 


r Epiſt. Syno/. 
Alex. ap. Ath. 
1D S7l» 


CExt.ibp.61s 


t Ath.ib.p.$71 
vid. p- $69. 


Ibid. p. $71, 


v 1d.jb. p.620» 


them that-none ſhould be ſent but by common Su that there- 
fore they ſhould take care, that what was done might not be liable 
to juſt Exception, or give the leaſt ſhadow. of occaſion to any to be- 
ſpatter their Proceedings , it being unfit that the Criminal Party 

uld be ſuppreſſed and kept under any more than that of the Plain- 
tif; and that it would create a mighty. Jealoufie in this caſe, if Alex- 
ander ſhould refuſe to concur with-them. . Notwithſtanding all which 
endeavours, Athanaſius finding that he covid not with fatety remain 
at Tyre, where all arts were. uſed to enrage the People, inſomuch, 
that the ſecular Arm was ſometimes forced to be called in to his reſcue, 
that a righteous Cauſe was not like there to take place,that there were 
ſmall hopes either that the Delegates would be recalled, or his Caſe 
referred to the Emperor, thought it beſt ro ſhift for himſelf in time, 
and to preſent his Petition to a higher Power, in order whereunto he 
abſented 3 from the Synod, and privately withdrew himſelf. 

VIII. THE Commiſſioners in the mean while were arrived at 
Alexandria, * where they carried themſelves like men reſolved to go 
through with their Work; endeavouring to extort Confeſſions by 
drawn Swords, Whips, Clubs, and all methods of Cruelty and Se- 
verity, not ſparing even the devoted Virgins, whom they ſuffered the 
very Gentiles to ſtrip naked, drag to the Heathen Altars, and treat 
with all manner of extravagant Abuſes, the Infidels petulantly inſult- 
ing over the Church, and doing theſe things in the very Houſe 
_—_ the Commiſſioners reſided, who at the ſame time were Feaſt- 
ing and making merry within, though it was then the time of a ſo- 
lemn Faſt. The Clergy of Alexanaria offered themſelves to attend 
the Commiſſioners, deliring they might be admitted to give in evi- 
dence, orat leaſt to: be prelent at the Examinations that were taken, 
that ſo they might be able to credit and to juſtife the Proceedings, 
but were refus'd, whereupon not long after they preſented a *£ Re- 
monſtrance ſubſcribed by fifteen Presbyters, and four Deacons, to 
the Delegates, wherein they tell them what fair and reaſonable de- 
mands they had made, profeſſing that they looked for nothing but 
malicious Combinations from then, whereof this their Letter (a 
Copy whereof they had delivered to Palladizs the Emperor's Officer, 
that they might not ſuppreſs it) would be a ſtanding Monument , 
whenever the Caſe came to be canvaſs'd over again 1n a lawful Sy- 
fiod. From Alexanaria * accompanied with Philagrizs Governour of 
Egypt, they went-into Mareores, the proper Scene where the Plot 
was laid, where they kept Court in 1{chyras his Houſe, the Governor 
attending them all the while with a Guard of Souldiers, that they ' 
_ cite whom they pleas'd, and terrike whom they cited, eſpe- 
cially keep out the Eccleſiaſticks; for the Clergy of the Country 
univerſally offered themſelves to Examination, defiring they might 
be allow'd to give in their Teſtimonies , but. were rejeted and ex- 
cluded, and inſtead.of them, Jews and Gertiles ſummon'd, and any 
kind of evidence given and taken, and queſtions openly asked about 
the Sacraments and Myſteries of Religion, which ought not to have 
been propounded to Catechumens, much. leſs to Pagans and Infidels. 
Beſides their own Witneſſes contradited ® themſelves in their An- 
{wers,' and ſome of them openly denied part of the Charge, and 
gave I/chyras the Lye. All which appear'd from the Alts and Rhocorch, 

; taken 
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taken and kept by themſelves, which though they ſuppreſsd with 
| all imaginable diligence, charging the Notaries that no Copies of 

them ſhould come abroad, yet were they brought to light, Rufs, 

who drew them up, betraying them, and the Euſebjars themſelves, 
' afterwards tranſmitting them to Rowe. The Mareotick Clergy being 
' Not able to preval, preſented a Petition » however to Philagrins , * Ext-ihy.618 

and the other great Officers, declaring the falſhood of the Crimes 

charged by Iſchyras, and praying that the Caſe might be heard be- 

fore rh; Emperor. They wrote allo to the Synod at Tyre, in which 

Leer * (ſubſcribed by fifteen Presbyters, and as many Deacons) *zx:.ib.3.614. 

ther iruly repreſent the Cale of 1/chyras, purge Athanaſias from the 

Charge both from their own knowledge, and 1/chyras his Confeſſion 

excant under his own hand , and aflure them that not one word 

would have been ſpoken againſt 4rhanaſins, had it not been extorted 

by the Governor's threatnings, or drawn out by the Flattery and In- 

ſinuation of the 4rians, whereby ſome men had been tempted to fa 

whatever they had a mind ſhould be atteſted. All which they tell 

them they teſtified as in the preſence of God, and for which they 

knew they muſt be accountable at the divine Tribunal. 

IX. THE Delegates having patch'd » up what evidence they » $vcr.ubi (pr. 
could any wayes rake together, return'd to 7yre, where Athanaſius 5907: loc cit. 
being fled, it was no hard matter to procure his Condemnation, the 51g. i*2. 
Synod accordingly paſſing Sentence-upon him, depoſing him from his « «- p- 4745 
Biſhoprick, and ordering that he ſhould no more inhabit at Alexax- 
aria, leſt his preſence there ſhould create Tumults and FaQtions. John 
the Mcl-t/22 Biſhop and his Party they reſtor'd to Communion, and 
to the Rights of their Miniſtery, ſent an account of their TranſaQi- . 
ons to the Emperor, and Letters to the Biſhops abroad, not to com- 
municate with —— whom they had convicted of ſeveral cnor- 
mous Crimes, and of which he by his flight had confeſs'd himſelf 

uilty, Not but that there were many in the Synod that were will- 
ing to have done him right, but were over-powered by numbers, and 
particularly Paphnutins the Conteſſor is faid to have taken Maximus 
Biſhop of Jeruſalem by the hand, Ler's be gone (ſaid he) it not be- 
coming Confeſſors, who have loſt their Limbs in the Cauſe of Religion, to 
g0 along with ſuch perniciots Company. Things were thus concluding 
at Tyre, when Mariazus the Emperor's Secretary came with Letters 
z commanding the Synod to adjourn to J-r-ſalem, to celebrate the » 5. 1. x; 
Dedication of a famous Church, which he had built to the honour <33-7- 48.54 
of our Saviour. Where being met by ſeveral others, and the great 53:25? = 
Solemnity being over, a Meſſage came from the Emperor, that they þ. 54. 
ſhould take Arins his Caſe into Conſideration. For it ſeems ſome 
Deſigns had been of late on foot to bring Arivs into favour at Court, 
at leaſt ſo far as to engage the Emperor to recommend him to the 
Synod, which we are old, 2 was effeted in this manner. Ko or - 

X. AN Ariaz Prieſt, whoſe name was Emtocins ® , or as Vieilius «. 21. p. 434. 
Tapſenſis © calls him, Evangelus (if at leaſt he means it as a proper S#7-k1-c-25. 
name) had ſubtlely infinuated himſelf into the favour of Conſtantia > Gelaſ:Oyr.ap 
the Emperor's Siſter, and taking the ſofteft ſeaſons of addreſs, had Phot. cog. 
repreſented the hard Fate of Arins, oppreſs'd meerly by Envy and ox 
private Emulation. She upon her Death-bed as her laſt requeſt, had « pjatog.contr. 
bequeath*d this Presbyter to her Brother's Grace and Care,expreſling a = (1s C:2e 

great 
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reat ſollicitude, leſt ſome great Judgment ſhould overtake either 
Rim or the Empire, while juſt and good men were under Baniſhment, 
The Prieſt after her Deceaſe, plied the Emperor with ſuch efteQual 
Sollicitations, that he gave his conſent that be ſhould be recalled, and 
his Caſe taken into a Re-examination. This Paſſage a learned man 
ſuſpe&ts 4 as groundleſs and improbable. And indeed jt ſeems 
ſhrewdly to ſhake the credit of the Story, not only that the Prieſt 
is ſo oblcurely mentioned, but that Arhanaſins, who is punQual in 
noting all the Artifices of the Arian Party, giveth not the leaſt In. 
timation of it. ?Tis poſſible at firſt it might be nothing but a light 
Rumor whiſper'd about (as in all Diſſentions, there are Tales told on 
both ſides, the Eftets only of jealouſie and ſurmize; ) which Rufinus 
catching up, firſt gave it an hiſtorical Credit, and ſo without any 
{cruple, handed it down to others. But however it was, (for I am 
not willing abſolutely to reject the Story, handed to us not only by 
the Authority of Rafizus, but Socrates and others) the Emperor de- 
clared, that if Aris ſubſcribed to the Faith eſtabliſhed in the Vicexe 
Council, he was content he ſhould come to Court, and would hon- 
ourably diſmiſs and ſend him home to Alexandria, In order where- 
unto he wrote to him this ſhort Letter. © 


ConsTANTINE the Great, the Auguſt, the Con- 


queror, to AR1Us. 


. IS ſometime ſince that I gave notice to your Gravity, that you 

| ſhould come to Conrt, that ſo you might enjoy the Comfort and 
Honour of our Preſence. And ſtrange it ſeems to us, that you ſhould not 
immediately comply with it. Wherefore make uſe of the publick Convey- 
ance, and with all ſpeed repair to us, that having taſted of our kindneſs and 
bounty, you may return into your own Country, God. preſerve you dear 
Brother. Dated November the XXVIth. 


Upon the receit of this Letter, away poſts Arius to Conſtantinople, 
attended with his Friend Exzots, the Companion both of his Faith 
and Fortunes, where they preſent to the Emperor a new Confeſſion 
f of their Faith, leaving out the more groſs and ſcandalous Terms, 


& $ox.locecits and _— things in more r= Phraſes, and ſuch as were more 


agreea 
with this Preface. To our moſt Religious and Gracious Lord, the Em- 


le to the Style of the holy Scriptures, which they introduce 


peror Conſtantine, Arius and Euzoius Presbyters. According to the 
command of your devout Piety, we have, Sir, explained the Faith we hold, 
and by this writing do in the goers of God profeſs , that both we our 
ſelves, and all that are of our Farty, do believe according to the Tenor of 
the Confeſſion following. We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
and in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt his Son, begotten of him before all Worlds, 
being God the Word, by whom. all things were made both in Heaven and 
Earth; who came down from Heaven, and was incarnate, ſuffered, and 
roſe again, and aſcended into Heaven, and ſhall come again to judge the . 
quick aud the dead. And in the holy Ghoſt ; the Reſurreftion of the fleſb , 


the life of the World to come, the Kjngdom of Heaven, and in = o 
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tholick Church of God, d4ifperſed from one end of the World to the other. 
This Faith we have recerved out of the holy Goſpel, eſpecially that com- - 
mand of our Lord to his Apoſtles, go ye, and teach all Nations; baptizing 
them in the name of the Fath-r, and of the Son, and of the holy Goo. 
And theſe things they profeſſed they believed, and'that they really 
owned the Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, according to the DoQrine 
of the Scriptures, and the Faith of the whole Carholick Church ; 
which if we do not (tis their own Arathema in their own Words) 
God be our Judge both in this World, and in that to come, Where- 
fore they pray that by his Mediation they might be united to the 
Church their Mother, and that all needlefs Queſtions and Diſputes 
laid aſide, they might peaceably accord, and unanimouflly pray for his 
Majeſties Proſperity and Safety. | 
XI. THE good Emperor was infinitely pleas'd, that he thought 
Arius and his Party now reconciled to the Vzicexe Faith. Upon whoſe 
leave granted,$9crates #. ſayes (if he be/not miſtaken in his account, for - « 7. 1. «. 25; 
Athanaſius himſelf mentions it not) he return'd to Alexmiriz, where 15% 55% {2 
he no ſooner arriv'd, but A4thanafims ſkoutly oppos'd him. Hereof © #7 
Euſeb:us complained at Court, beſeeching the Emperor to write in 
his behalf. Notwithſtanding whoſe powerful Intercefſion Arhay r/ius 
abſolutely refus'd to admit the man ro Communion, writing back to 
the Emperor, that they who had once violated and denied the Faith, 
and had been caſt out of the Church, could not eafaly be taken in _ 
—= to an intire Communion. The Emperor was angry that his 
ediation was not complied with, and ſent back Arhanaſias a threat- 
ning Meſſage, * that unleſs upon the receit of this order he immedi- * =rt.p. 4h 
ately ſubmitted to it, and readily received all that were deſirous ro &*"! 7594: 
return to the Communion of the Church, he would fend one that 
ſhould turn him out of his Station, and fend him far enough to ſome 
other Place. Burt this not ſucceeding, or the Emperor at leaſt noc 
yet willing to proceed to ſuch extream Courſes, he recommended 
Arias and Nis Friends to the Synod at og alem, to examine their 
Confeſſion, and paſs a candid Judgment upon their Caſe. The Synod 
preſently ſet the Caſe before them, and approving ' the Declaration * 59:7.ib. c.33. 
of their Faith, decreed, that Arias and his Adhereiits ſhould be receiv'd *: 5: 
into Communion, which was done — ; whereof they gave 
an account * both to the Emperor, atid tothe Church of Alexandria, * Ext.liter.av, 
PO—_ them kindly to entertain them, whoſe Faith the Emperor 7 © 9/4 
ad pronounc'd to be ſound and orthodox, arid whoſe Judgment there- p. 585. 
in had been ratified by the Sentence of the whole + » Who had 9w7-ih.c.28. 
received them to Communion ; that thetefore it would become them ** 4**: 
heartily to embrace them as Fellow-Metmbers of the Church, and to 
live in Peace, eſpecially ſince by the Declaration. of their Faith; they 
had made it evident, r fr they kept to the undoubred and approved 
Apoſtolick Do&rine that had been delivered to the Church; The 
Council was not broken up, when the Wind ſeem'd to turir ihto ano- 
ther corner, a new Meſſage artiving from the Emperor abortt the 
Cauſe of Athanaſius. For which we are to know, that Arha4ſ{us find- 
ing ' the Malice of his Enemies inflexible, and thar the Count Dioaſius ' 4th. 4pol.1t, 
was refolv'd to over-rule all againſt hith, upon his retreat from Tyre, ?- 558 
had made his addreſs at Court, where he met the Entperor on Horſe- 
back, entering into Conſtantinople, ww at firſt fight knew him _ 
ti 
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till told who he was, and what his Caſe ; nor after ſeveral Addreſſes 
could he'get any acces, till he took the Confidence treely to tell the 
Emperor, thar he defired no more, than that he would not ſuffer him 
to be ruin'd by Malice and Violence, that his Cauſe might be debated 
and determin'd. in a lawful and impartial Synod, at leaſt that his 
Judges at Tyre might be brought face to face, and he have the liberty 
to exhibit his Complaints againſt them. Which the Emperor look. 
= Fxt.ep.Secr, INg UPON as a piece of common Juſtice, diſpatched away a Letter ® tg 
& Sox.loc. cite the Synod at Jeruſalem, commanding thoſe of them that had ated 
*"* Se. 26; in the Council of Tyre to appear before him, and give an account of 
ſupr. their Proceedings therein « wang Athanaſius. The Biſhops were 
ſtrangely ſtartled at this Meſſage, the greateſt part of whom fear. 
ing what might be the Conſequence of things, ſtole away and re: 
turn'd home. But Exſcbius, Theognis, Maris, Patrophilus, Urſacins, 
and Valens, reins if poſſible, to juſtifie what they had done, went 
to Conſtantinople, where they boldly maintain'd that they had done 
nothing but according to rules of Juſtice ; but however wiſely way'd 
1 the inſiſting upon the old Calumnies of the Cup, and the Table, and 
the death of Ar/exius, which they knew were not defendable at a fair 
* /134.4th. ub; and impartial Audit, and agreed to attack him with a freſh » Accy. 
ſur. p- $88 ſation, charging him, that he had threat'ned to ſtop the Fleet, that 
yearly tranſported Corn from Alexandria to Conſtantinople, which 
they offered to make good by the Evidence of Ademantius, Anubio, Ar. 
bethio, 2nd Peter, all Biſhops, who heard it from his own mouth. 
And when Athanaſius urged this to be highly incredible, it being alto- 
gether improbable, that ſo poor and inconſiderable a Perſon as he 
was, ſhould be able to do this; Erſebius replied, and confirmed it 
with an Oath, that Arhanaſims was Rich, and had Power and Intereſt 
enough to effe&t what he had threatened. The Emperor giving cre- 
dit to the Reporters of the Story, expreſſed a juſt Reſentment at it, 
as Princes are never more tender and jealous, than of the Rights and 
* Scr, & Sox. Priviledges of their Crowns, and forthwith commanded » him to 
loc. cit. Txrod- be baniſhed. Though there are that think, the Emperor did this as 
ob. c.31.$.65, | . P . . 
an expedient for Peace, knowing that while the Heads remained, the 
two Parties would never be brought to any tolerable Union; others 
more probably, that the Emperor took this ny, by ſendi 
Athanaſius out of the way, to provide at preſent for his Bux Auger we 
life he knew to be perpetually in danger by the reſtleſs Attempts and 
Machinations of his Enemies ; and this not only 4thanaſins himſelf 
PEpiR.adSulit. affirms, ? but the younger Conſtantine (who,may be,preſumed to know 
þ. 653, as much of his Father's mind as any) expreſly fayes fo in his Letter 
« 4p-4th.4pol, 4 to the Catholick Church of A/exandria. However the good man 
If. 624 looked upon it as a Mercy, that when his Adverſaries deſigned his 
#4: }- 538 Death, the Goodneſs of God, and Clemency of the Emperor, turned 
it only into Baniſhment. Sentence being paſt, he was preſently 
tranſported to Triers, an ancient and famous City of the Belgzck Gallie, 
the place appointed for his Exile, after which he never ſaw the Em- 
peror more. | 
XII. ATHANASIUS being thus rid out of the way, the Ex- 
ſebians carried all before them without controul ; by the help of a few 
 Socr-;h, 6.36. more Biſhops that were ſummoned * to Court, they held a Synod, 
Pp 71s wherein they condemned and depoſed Marce/us Biſhop of Ancyr upon 
pretence 
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pretence of ſome falſe and heretical Dottrines, ordered his Books to 
be burnt, and placed another in his See. But their chief Eye was 
upon Arivs, © who after his Reſtitution in the Synod at Jeruſalem, 
had returned in Triumph unto Alexandria, where he met not with 
that welcome entertainment that he imagin'd, the People generall 
ſtood off, refuſing to communicate with him, which put them afre 
into Diſorder w_ Confuſion, equally vexed at the return of Ariz, 
and the Baniſhment of Arhanaſmms. Notice whereof being conveyed 
to Conſtantinople, he was again ſummoned thifher to give an account 
of himſelf to the Emperor and the Synod. Alexander the aged Bi 

of that place, foreſeeing what Deſigns were in hand, laboured all 
that he could that rhe Synod might be diflolved, which when he 
could not obtain, he ſet himſelf with an immovable Reſolution to 
oppoſe whatever might ſubvert the Nicene Faith, No fooner was 
Arins arrived, but Eſcbins openly appeared his Patron, telling- Alex- 
ander to his face, that unleſs he received Arizs within ſuch a time, 
he would drive him out of the Church, and ſend him into Banith- 
ment, and that the Glory of it ſhould be reſerved for his Succeſſor. 
To fatisfie the Emperor in his doubts, Esfebius introduces * him at 
Court, where he again preſents an account of his Faith, and when 
the Emperor asked him whether he heartily believed what he pro- 
feſſed, without any ſecret Reſervation, he aſſured him he did, and 
ratified his aſſurance by an Oath, ro whom the Emperor replied, if 
thy Faith be right, thou haſt ſworn well, bit if otherwiſe, thou art 
forſworn, and God will revenge thy Perjury. Socrates adds, that the 
Tradition weht, that having written his Opinions iti a Paper, which 
he kept under his arm, when he'came into the Emperor's preſence, 
he ſecretly laid his hand upon the Paper, and ſwore that from his 
heart he believed as he had written. The Emperor fully ſatisfied that 
the man meant honeſtly as he profeſſed, ſent command to Alexander 
to receive him to the Peace and Communion of the Church. 

XIII. THE good Biſhop was infinitely perplexed at what he ſaw 
was like to come upon him. But he armed himſelf with Patience and 
Courage, and by Prayers and Faſting and all the Methods of holy 
Devotion, ſollicited Heaven to come in to his aſſiſtance. And it was 
not without great Cauſe, it being a potent and an infolent Faftion 
that he had to deal with. Elated they were with the proſperous 
ſucceſs of their Aﬀairs, and were ſcarce got out of the Court Gartes, 
when they went dire&Aly to the * Church called Irexe, where the 
Biſhopthen was, demanding that Arias might be preſently brought 
into the Church. But Alexazdey plainly told them, he could not do 
it, that ſo arch an Heretick could not be atmitted to Communion. 
It was now Saturday, and in ExpeQation of the next dayes Solemni- 
ties they parted at preſent with this farewel, 4s againſt your conſent 
we procured him to be called to Court, ſo to morrow in this very Church he 
ſhall joyn and aſſemble with us whether you will or no. Theſe bold words 
made a deep Impreſſion upon his mind, but ſhutting to the Church- 
doors, attended with none but Macarins, he proſtrated himſelf before 
the Altar, and fent up this Prayer to Heaven. If, Lord, thou per- 
— Arius to communicate to gt ag? me thy Serwant to depart, 
and deftroy not the Righteous with the Wicked. But if thou Ur. thy 
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bian Party, and give not over thine Heritage to ruine and reproach. T ake 
Arius ont of the way, leaſt ent'ring into the Church, Hereſie enter toges. 
ther with him, and hereafter Piety and Impiety be accounted both alike, 
Thus he pray'd, and Heaven heard his Prayer, and ſigned a Warrant 
for the Execution. For that very Evening, or as others report, the 
next Morning, 4rixs going through the Streets with a pompous Train 
of his Friends and Followers, {welled with the hopes of to morrows 
Triumphs, was come to a place called Sigma in Conſtantine's Forum, 
famous for the Porphyry Pillar ereQted there, (whereon ſtood a Statue 
of Conſtantine, called *ASaG., becauſe placed oppoſite to the riſing 
Sun,) when he found himſelf neceſſitated to enquire for a place of 
Eaſement, and being told there was one on thejback-ſide of the Mar- 
ket-place, he went thither, where his Spirits ſuddenly failing, the 
Fate of treacherous and apoſtate Judas became his Portion, he fell 
head-long, and burſting aſunder in the midſt, immediately expired. 
Socrates and others ſay, that the Bowels, and all the Inreſtina, with 
a vaſt Flux of blood iſſued out at the Poſtern paſſage. His Friends 
impatiently expe&t his return, till it ſeeming longer than ordinary, 
ſome went to call him, and wor more forward than the reſt, re. 
ronntes his backwardneſs and negle& both of his Friends and him- 
elf, but hearing no anſwer, they went in, and there found the 
Wretch wallowing in his own Filth and Blood. His Followers were 
ſtrangely ſurprized with the Accident, which they could not but 
loak upon as a fatal blow to their Cauſe, though to cover as much 
as might be the ſhame and terror of ſo infamous a Death, they fled 
to their old Refuge of Lyes and Falſhood, giving it out, that his 
death was procured by Sorcery and Magick Arts. But the Account 
we have given of it is, that which Arhanaſins afſures us, he received 
from his own Presbyter Macarins, then preſent at Conſtantinople, when 
the thing was done. He was buried by his own Party, who yet could 
not bury the diſhonourable Memory of his ruine, the very place of 
his Death being accounted execrable, till afterwards a wealthy Aria 
purchaſed it of the State, and built an Houſe upon it. 

XIV. HIS Death hap'ned Az». Chr. CCCXXXVI. though a 
learned man * will have him to dye ſome years before, but fixes no 
certain time; and tells us, that the Arius who together with Euzoius 
was reſtored in the Synod at Jenjalom, was not ours, the head of 
the Faftion, but another of the ſame Name._ But as all this is ſaid 
without any juſt ground from Story, not affirmed, not intimated by 
any one Writer, ſo he makes the Writers of thoſe times, to proceed 
upon an unpardonable Miſtake, who conſtantly ſpeak of him as one 
and the ſame Perſon. As wide on the other extream is Zgnaras, * who 
makes his Death, and the Paſſages that immediately preceded it, to 
have happened ſeveral years after, in the Reign of Conſtantivs. In- 
deed ſeveral ? there are that tell us, that Ar:#s flouriſhed and was in 
great favour with Con/tantius. A Report, which if it has any thing. 
of Truth and Solidity in it, muſt be meant of the other Ar;us, his 
Companion and Partner, who perhaps ſurvived ours, and gave occa- 
ſion to the Miſtake. Thus died Arius, the great Incendiary of the 
Church, and happy had it been, had his Schiſm and his Principles 
died with him. He was a man whom Nature had furniſhed with 
acute Parts, and Induſtry with no inconſiderable Learning, a _ 
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ſubtle Diſputant, «mp $4Acknnmr@ as they all conſeſs; one that 
knew how to make the beſt of a bad Cauſe, and where to take ad- 
vantage ofan Enemy. A man of a verſatil and mercurial Wit, and 
who could put himſelf into any ſhape, and ſteer any courſe, that 
might gain the Point he aimed at. He was of a daring Temper, who 
durſt ſpeak what he thought, and attempt what he deſigned ; proud 
and cohiceited of himſelf, and as the natural Effe& of that, fatious 
and unquiet, exaſperated by Oppoſition, and that ſtuck the faſter to 
his Opinions, the more they were battered and aſſaulted, Books he 
wrote, but ſuch only as miniſtred to his purpoſes, compoſing Poems 
z of: ſeveral ſorts, rvavmxe, imucanc, cdmerre, for Sea-men, fot 
Millers, for Travellers, fitted both for Tune and Matter, as might 
beſt ſuit with each man's Gen:#s and way of Life; theſe he diſperſed 
_—_— the People, great mumbers whereof he by this means drew 
after him. But amongſt all the reſt, his Book intitled Thalia was * moſt 
eminent, ſo often cited by Athanaſius, and at leaſt as to the DoQrine 
contained in it, expreſly condemned in the Syned of Vice, wherein 
he repreſented his Principles, and diſcourſed of the moſt grave and 
venerable Myſteries in a looſe and ſoft kind of Verſes, in Imitation 
of Sotades, the Cretan Poet * , who treated of the moſt filthy SubjeRs 
in wanton and obſcene Fambicks. If afterall, any one defires to know 
in what kind of Tenemeat this odd Soul of his did inhabit, he was 
as to his outward ſhape ©, very Tall, Lean and Meager, of a pale, 
dejeted, and melancholly Countenance, careleſs in his Gatb; his 
Hair long and ſqualid, his Coat hanging only upon one ſhoulder, 
and his whole Meen and Dreſs ſo deformed and uncomly, that he 
ſeemed ws 6G: 5pu7c, as one altogether half dead as he went along ; 
ſo that Nature as well as Art had formed him to a great rms 
of Mortification, and contempt of the World, and they who looked 
no farther than the outward [hape, would have taken him for a man 
of ſingular Piety ; whence Refinzs 4 fayes of him, that he was Vir 
ſpecie & forma magis, quam virtute Religioſus. His Voice was ſhrill 
and ſharp, but his Diſcourſe plauſible and inſinuative, and his Addreſs 
ſuch, as whereby he knew how to win upon thoſe whom he had to 
deal with; in ſhort, as Epiphenize CharaQters him, he was ſhaped 
like a Serpent, and like that too crafty and ſubtle, and that could 
ealily wind and skrew in himſelf. 

XV. GREAT hopes were conceived, that upon Aris his death, 
the Schiſm would have expired, at leaft the Stream have much abated. 
But the Spirits of the Party were till kept up, and the Controverſie 
fermented © as high as ever at Alexandria, where the Arian and Me- 
ktian Party ſtudied all wayes to undermine and ſupptant the Catho- 
licks; the People of Alexa»dria on the other fide inceſſantly exclaim- 
ing againſt them, and offering up publick Supplications for Athanaſius 
his Reſtitution; the great S. 4Azchony the Hermit, frequently alſo by 
Letters interceding with the Emperor, not to hearken to the Mele- 
tians, but to eſteem their Accufations as no better than Slanders and 
Reproaches. But no Sollicitations could prevail ; the Emperor wrote 
back to the People of Alexandria , ; (_ their Wildneſs and 
Diſorders, commanding the Cle 
aſſuring them that he could got alter his mind, nor recall Arhanaſivs, 
who in an Eccleſiaſtical Judicature had been condemned as om 
an 
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and Seditious. To S. Azthony he returned this anſwer, that he was 
not one that could make light of the Synodical Sentence : For admit 
(aid he) that ſome few might judge for favour or hatred, yet it cannot 
be thought that ſo great an Aſſembly of good men, of wiſe aud prudent 
Prelates ſhould do ſo too, who had condemned him for beings arrogant and 
znjurious, and the cauſe of Diſcord and Seaition. Thele being the 
Crimes which his Adverſaries had chiefly inſiſted upon, as knowing 
that the Emperor had a particular Averſation to ſuch kind of men. 
But though he would not recede from his Reſolution in this Caſe, yet 
to ſhew himſelf Impartial, and take off what might be the Heats on 
both ſides, he baniſhed Joh the Melerian Biſhop, the main Spring 
and Head of the Faction, from which the Judgment and Decree of 
the late Tyr/a» Synod could not reprieve and fave him. 

XVI. THE following year, Az». CCCXXXVII. put a Period 
to the Life of Conſtantine the Great. Finding himſelfill, he removed 
f from Conſtantinople to Nicomedia, where he made his Will, and di- 
vided the Empire between his three Sons, Conſtantine, Conſtans, and 
Conſtantins ; to the firlt he aſſigned Brirtain,Spain,Gaul, and the Alpes ; 
to the ſecond, 1:aly, Africk,Greece,and Illyricum ; to the third(his ſecond 
Son) Thrace, Aſia, Egypt, and the Eaſt. His Will being ſealed up, 
he put it into the Cuſtody of the 4-4» Presbyter (of whom before) 
commanding him to deliver it to none, but into the. hands of Cos- 
ftantius, though others lay Conſtantine, but that the Prieft expreſly 
contrary to his order, delivered it to Conſtantivs. But it ſeems very 
unreaſonable to _— that when he had ſo many great Officers of 
State, ſo many Biſhops of note about him, he ſhould chooſe to intruſt 
ſo important an Afﬀair with one obſcure ſingle Presbyter. More pro- 
bable is the account which Phil/oftorgins x gives, \that he delivered 
his Will to Ewſebius Biſhop of Nicomedia, by whom he is generally 
thought to have been baptized ; and adds moreover, that fearing 
left Conſtantir's Brothers (who, he tells us, had haſtened his end 
by Poyſon)) ſuſpeQting, (what indeed he had ordered,) that his Suc- 
ceſſors ſhould puniſh the Procurers of his Death, might demand it 
of him, he put it into the deceaſed Emperor's hand, and covered it 
with his imperial Robe. And when the Confederates, as he ſuſpe&- 
ed, came to require it of him ; he told them, that he did receive it 
indeed, but had returned it back into Cox/tantine's own hand. And 
having thus deluded them, delivered it toCoxſtantius, who being then 
in the Ea/f, was the firſt that arrived after his Father's Death. An 
opportunity which no doubt he improv'd with that Prince to eſpouſe 
the Patronage of the 4ria» Cauſe. This report of Conſtantine's being 
poyſoned by his Brothers, and his ordering his Son to revenge his 
Death, has very little warrant to ſupport its Credit. *Tis not once 
mention'd by any Geztile Wfiter of that age (whom we cannot ſup- 
poſe willing to conceal it) and by few Chriſtians, and thoſe * too 
(Philoftorgins excepted) of a latter date. Probable it is, that ſuch 
a rumor might be ſpread abroad, and I am apt to think Conſt antins 
was willing to believe it, at leaſt to lay hold of this opportunity to 
rid himſelf of thoſe whom he was jealous of, in that we. find him 
ſoon aftet his Fathers death , diſpatching his Uncle's into another 
World. The Death of this good Emperor was univerſally bewail'd, 
though certainly by none with greater Reaſon than the — 
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for though * the caſineſs of his Temper, and his paſſionate deſire * Vid. Th. 


of Peace, made him liable to be impos'd upori by crafty Councils , 
and to be drawn to ſome ſeverity againſt Athansſins, yet was he ever 
a firm and reſolute Defender of the Nicene Faith, againſt which, 
while he liv'd, none durſt __ appear, wherein he was more con. 
' firm'd, after he had ſeen the ruine of A4rivs, and the remarkable 
Vengeance that from Heaven had immediately fallen upon him. 


——_— 


CECQCT. VE 


Athanaſius his 4&s from bis return from Exile, till the Synod at 
Sardica. 


« 


wn. © - , 
Athanaſius his treatment at Triers. Is releas'd, and ſent home with 4 
Letter from the younger Conſtantine. The time of his Exile adjuſted. 
The Foy expreſt at his return. The Fattion at Court made againſt 
him. The Licenſe taken in diſpating Matters of Faith. The Euſe- 
bian Party appear vigorouſly againſt him. A Synod holden by him at 
Alexandria, which aſſerts the Innocency of his Cauſe. His Meſſengers 
at Rome Encounter with and baffle them of the Euſebian Faition. A 
more general Council conſented to on both ſides, A Council ſummon'd 
at Antioch «pon what occaſion. The r of Biſhops that met in it. 
The Confeſſion q Faith indited by them. Some other Confeſſions drawn 
wp by the ſame Synod, and why. Their Canons, Athanaſius depos'4. 
s See refs'd by Euſebius Emiſenus, accepted by Gregory of Cappa- 
docia, Athanaſius's retirement to Rome. Pope Julius Meſſage to 
them at Antioch, and their peremptory _ Athanaſius abſolw/d 
i 4 Synod at Rome. Julius his Letter to the Syn:d at Antioch. Gre- 
gry ſettled in the See of Alexandria, by the Secular Powers. The 
ruelties and Barbarities committed at the time. Gregory's ſcrvile 
courting great men. The miſerable end of his Patron Bolackns. Gre- 
ory*s Legats rejetted at Rome. Athanaſius how imploy'd during his 
ng ftay there. The Creed that gots under his name ſhew'd not to 
be his. A new Confeſſion of Faith drawn up at Antioch, and ſent to 
the Court of Conſtans in the Weſt. This rejefted-in a Synod at Milan. 
Urſacius and Valens their Recantation. AthanaGus his Converſe with 
the Emperor. 


I. UT it's time now to look back, and ſee what became of 
Athanaſius. No ſooner did he arrive at Triers, but he fat 
down, under the ProteCtion of the younger Conſtantine, who 

overn'd the Weſtern parts of the Ragvs, and kept his Court in that 
ity, to whoſe Care as well as Juri diction, he had been particular- 
ly conlign'd by the Emperor, and who accordingly receiv'd him with 
all Demonſtrations of kindneſs and Condeſcention. But he was eſpe- 
cially welcome to, and honourably entertain'd by Mzximinus Biſhop 
of that See. Though S. Jerom*, who relates the Paſlage, places 
it 
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it at leaſt ſeven years after, andrefers it to the 'times of his being per- 
ſecuted by Conſtantive, Whieh:muft either beia miſtake, or be un- 
der{tood of ſome other coming of:his to this place. For I :dare not 
with Barozius | for Conſtantius read Conſtantine, both becauſe what 
S. Jerom ayes of Jtis being-hunted out in order to his Puniſhment, 
agrees not ſo well with Coftantine's carriage. towards him, and be- 
cauſe the date under which *tispla&'d, is 4ncapable of being recon- 
ciPd with the times of Co-/tantine. How Athanaſius ſpent his time 
in this place, is not certainly known, no doubt to the purpoſes of 
Piety and Religion, and to the Comfort and Eſtabliſhment of the 
Chriſtians there. As for the Story of his being forc'd to hide himſelf 
ina Well (which Tradition points out at this day) to avoid the fury 
of the Arians,and that there he compos'd ® the Creed that paſſes under 
his name, they are Reports ſo groundleſs and trifling, ſuch thick 
and palpable miſtakes, that Ithink it not worth while to take notice 
of them. Nor indeed is Baronius and other grave Authors willing, 
that Triers ſhould carry away the Glory of that Creed, and there. 
fore ſtifly contend that it was drawn up at Rome ; while Pofjevine » 
loth that any place ſhould loſe the Honour of it, thinks it probable 
that gr dn: diQtated and divulg'd it where-ever he came. But 
of that Confeſſion we ſhall ſpeak more afterwards. Here he conti- 
nued till the Death of Conſtantine the Great, the News whereof no 
ſooner flew over hither, but Conſtantine being eldeſt Son, began to 
a&t as Heir to his Father's Power and Greatneſs; and amongſt the 
firſt Cares of his Empire, took into Conſideration the Caſe of 4tha- 
xaſius, whoſe hard Fate he pitied. Indeed Conſtantine himſelf de- 
ſign'd his Releaſement before he died, yea, and took care for it 
they ſay, by his laſt Will and Teſtament ; though Euſcbius. of 
Nicomedia, who then ſtood by his Bed-lide, oppos'd it, and earneſtly 
diſwaded him from it. But his Death hap'ning ſoon after, left it to 
his Son to Pee what he had delign'd, who according to his Fa- 
ther's Will, immediately gave him leave to return, and recom- 
mended him to his People by this following Letter *. 


ConsTANTINE Ceſar to the People of the Ca- 
tholick Church at Alexandria. 


Suppoſe you are not ignorant, that Athanalius, Preacher of the we- 

nerable Law, was therefore for a time ſent into Gaul, left the fierce- 
weſs of his bloody and inhumane Enemies, who ſtruck direftly at his ſacred 
Perſon, might bring incurable miſchiefs upon him. To prevent which, he 
was ſent out of the reach of thoſe who had Deſigns upon his Life, and was 
commanded to remain under my Jurifdittion, that ſo im this City, wherein 
he has fojournd, he might be farniſh'd with all neceſſary Accommodations ; 
though ih his incomparable Conrage and Vertue, that being ſapported by 
the Divine affiſtance, he made light of all the Burdens and Hardfbips of 
an afftittive Fortune, Now {ors h as onr Loyd and Father of bleſſed 
Memory, Conſtantine rhe Auguſt, was fully reſolu'd to have reftor'd 
the ſaid Biſhop both to your excelfent Piety, and his proper Station, bat 
being prevented by the Law of Mortality, before he could pnt this % 
purpoſe 
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arpoſe inta Execution, ts gone to the plate of reſt, I thought my ſelf con- 
py A in purſuance of the W il of thi md ee _-__ Ts 
it good, With how much reſpeft and reverence we have treated him, him- 
ſelf at his arrival will declare to you. Nor is it any wonder, that I ſhould 
do this for him, ſince both the R-fl:tion on your earneſt Expettation, 
end the ſizht of ſo excellent a Perſon mov'd and engag'd me to it, The 
divine Providence preſerve you, dear Brethren, 


Dated at 7riers the XVth of the Calends of July. 


11. THIS Letter, dated July XVIII. while Conſtantine was yet 
Ceſar, (the Diviſion of the Empire between the three Brothers, at 
what time they took the title of Avguſti ? upon them, not being 
till the IX/h. of September following) plainly ſhews, that it was 
written within two months after his Father's death, who departed 
this Life May the XXII:;h. By which *ris evident that Athanaſins con- 
tinued not inhis German Exile much above a year anda half, the Sen- 
tence of Baniſhment being denounc'd againſt him not long after theSy- 


nod at Jer»/alen(held towards the latter end of the year CCCXXXV.): 


and his Reſtitution hap'ning July XVIIL CCCXXXVII.Notwithſtand- 


ing which , * Theodorit I know not by what Computation makes' 
the time of his Baniſhment to be two years and four months; and? 


Riafinus4, that it was fix years before his return to Alexandria, but 


then heedleſly confounds it with an after-Exile. But moſt prodigious ?- 


is the account of Ep;phanins, who ſpeaking of this Afﬀair, tells * us, 
that he remain'd in the Parts of 1a/y more than XII. or XIV. years. 
A miſtake not capable of excuſe any other way (and that too lame 
and unſatisfattory) than by laying, that he meant it of the ſeveral 
Baniſhments which Arhanaſizs underwent from firſt to laſt. Bur we 
have formerly remark'd, that. of all others, he is the moſt looſe and 
. careleſs Relator of theſe Matters. 

III. FURNISHED with this royal Warrant, Athanaſius puts 
himſelf upon his Journey, pany through Syria, and fo to Alexan- 
dria, welcome we may be ſure to the People of his Charge, * all 
Ranks and Orders of men, high and low, in City and Country, re- 
ceiving him with all imaginable Expreſſions of Joy and Gladnels. 
All this the Ar:ans beheld with an envious and evil Eye, and not be- 
ing able to prevent his coming back, were reſolv*'d to make it uneaſie 
to him. To which end they endeavoured to ſpoil the Triumphs of 
his return, by blowing up People into Tumults and Diſorders, on 
purpoſe that hence they might have ſome pretext of improving it into 
a formal Charge and Accuſation, which they did ſhortly atter, by 
means of their potent Friends above. For the Exſcbian Faftion at 


this time rul'd all in the Court of Conſtantins, to whole ſhare the 


Eaſtern part of the Empire fell. Firſt * they gain'd Euſcbius the 
Eunuch, great Chamberlain of the Palace, to their fide, and oy him 
the reſt of the Ex-nchs, men of greatelt note and favour with the 
Emperor. Next they recommended their Opinions, and the Merit 
of their Cauſe to the Empreſs, and laſt of all prevail'd with the Em- 
peror, who being a young Prince, and of an eafie and credulous Tem- 
per, was without any difficulty brought over to them. And now 
the Cauſe began to run ſmooth; and to be freely vented without 


controul, The Emperor's Guards were able to tell you how the 
O Caſe 
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Caſe ſtood between Arhanaſius and his Adverſaries ; the Eunuchs arid 
Court-Ladies held chat, and confidently diſputed the moſt profound 
Points of Faith, nay ſcarce a corner in the Ciry, where the meaneſt 
Mechanick would not take upon him to argue Pro or Cox in theſe 
weighty Matters. And this Licenſe foon ſpread it {elf into other 
Parts, till from erlquiring they fell to diſputing, and that turn'd to 
— which ended at length in more fatal Feuds and Quarrels. 

I'V. HA VING thus ſucceſsfully ſ{etled and ſecured their Intereſts 
at Court, they fall more directly upon Athanaſius, whom they accuſe 
to the Emperor of all the Crimes that had been charg*d upon him in 
the time of Conſtantine, with ſome few Matters of later date, of 

al Truth and Credit with the reſt. And not content to aflault 
him at home, they next attempt to ruine his Reputation abroad , 
writing Letters * to that purpole to Conſtantine and Conſtans, 
the two other imperial Brothers, wherein they ſet forth at large all 
the Evils and Milchiefs which they could with any pretence heap 
upon him from his firft entrance upon the See of Alexandria, enu- 
merating thoſe ſeveral abſurd and fooliſh Accuſations that had been 
manag'd againſt him with ſo much heat in the Synod of Tyre; to 
which they now add, that he had infolently taken upon him to re- 
turn without leave ; that having been Synodically condemn'd, and 
thereupon baniſh'd by the Emperor, he had reſum'd his Place with- 
out any Synodical Sentence of Abſolution ; that his return was ſo 
diſtaſttul to the People, that it hurried all things into a general Tu- 
mult and Confuſion, whence enſued blood and laughter, charging 
him with things done by the Governor of Alexandria, before he re- 
turh'd thither, yea that he himſelf had commanded ſome to be beaten, 
others to be brought to Trial, and caſt. into- Priſon ; and that not 
Egypt only, but Paleſtize, Phenicia, and the neighbour Provinces 
were likely to be involv'd in the ſame Storm and Tempeſt. The ſame 
they writ to Julzas Biſhop of Rome, deſiring that he would ratifie 
od confirm the Sentence which the Council of Tyre had given againſt 
him. The chief AQtors in this Aﬀair were Theognis Biſhop of Nice, 
Theodore of Heraclea, and (who aQted all the reſt) Enſebins, tran- 
ſlated about this time from Nicomedia to the See of Conſtantinople, in 
the room of Paulus, now again ejefted and baniſh'd by the prevalency 
of the Arian Party. 

V. OF all theſe Tranſattions Athanaſius had quick Intelligence, 
and finding from what Quarter the Wind blew, thought it high time 
to provide againſt the Storm which he ſaw coming upon him. To 
this end he firſt conven'd the Biſhops of Egypr, Thebars, Libya, and 
Pentapolis, who met in Synod at Alexandria, to the number of near 
an hundred, unanimouſly agreeing to vindicate the Innocency of their 
Metropolitan, conceiving themſelves moſt properly capable to give 
Teſtimony in this Caſe, as being neareſt to the Stage of Aftion, and 
many of them Eye-witneſles of the moſt material Paſſages, whereof 
Athanaſius ſtood accusd. Immediately therefore they write an Excy- 
clical Epiſtle » to all the Biſhops of the Catholick Church, wherein 
they complain of the Fraud and Malice of his Enemies, ſolemnly de- 
clare againſt thoſe Scandals and Calumnies which they had caſt 
upon him, particularly refute the ſeveral Miſdemeanors, wherewith 
zz the late Letters to the Emperors, and the Biſhop of Rome, yo 
28 | cen 
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been charg'd, concluding with an earneſt Importunity that they 
would receive this Teſtimony, and ſtand up for the Cauſe of Atha- 
naſius, and not give credit to the wicked and fraudulent Suggeſtions 
of his Adverſaries, who boggled at no wayes, how leud ſoever, to 
advance their Cauſe ; but eſpecially impos'd upon them in the matter 
of Subſcriptions ; the names of Egyptian Bilhops wherein they ſo 
much gloried, not being Catholicks, but Meleriaz Schilmaticks, who 
notoriouſly diſturb'd the Peace of the Church, and were Guilty of 
worſe things than they were willing to commit to writing, an ac- 
count whereof they might receive from thoſe who ſhould deliver 
their Letter to them. Thus prepar'd, he forthwith diſpatch'd away 
Meſſengers * to the Courts of the Weſter» Emperors, where meet- 
ing with thoſe ſent from the adverſe Party, they ſo baffled their Re- 
ports, and plainly expos'd the Falſhood of their Accuſations, that 
they were forc'd to retire thence with ſhame. At Rowe y (whither 
they went alſo to carry the Synodical Epiſtle) they had frequent 
| Meetings, where they found, that before their arrival, the Exſebiar 
Meſſengers had been _—_—_ Julias to own what had been done in 
the Synod at Tyre, deliring him for his Satisfaction in the Truth of 
things, . to write to one P:jins at Alexanarizs, who would give him 
a faithful Relation of theſe Matters. Which they no ſooner heard, 
but they acquainted Juli, that this P:/{145 was a profeſſed Arian, and 
as ſuch had been branded long fince by Alexaxaer their Biſhop, and 
by the Synod of Nice, and that he had no other Orders, than what 
he had receiv'd from Secundus of Pextapolis, whom that great Coun- 
cil had rejeted as an Aria» Biſhop. And indeed at all their Meetings, 
they ſtill manag'd their Cauſe with ſo much. clearneſs, and uncon- 
troulable Evidence, that J«1is and all indifferent Perſons were abun- 
dantly fatisfied in their accounts of things, which put Martyrius, Ma- 
carius, and Hefychius, the Enſcbian Legats, to ſuch a plunge, that not 
well knowing what ſhift to make, they requeſted J»/ins, that a 
Council might be call'd about this Matter, and both Parties concern 
ſummon'd to appear, that ſo the Caſe might be debated and decided 
in a juſt and an impartial Way, and that then they ſhould be ready 
to make good whatever they had charg'd upon Athanaſins. This, 
however intended by them only as a. preſent ſhifr, yet ſeeming fair 
and reaſonable, was afſented to, and the Eyſebian Legats diſmiſs'd, or 
indeed rather they fled away by night, though (ick and indiſpos'd, not 
able to bear the ” Sn of ſuch frequent and publick Refutations; Julins 
reſolving to give their Maſters notice of the time and place by Meſſen- 
gers of his own. Hereof he preſently advertis'd Arhanaſexs, referring 
it to him to appoint the place of the Synod, by m—_— he 
might beſt appear and anſwer for himſelf with frog om and fafety ; 
ſending him withall, a Copy * of the Atts of the Synod of Tyre, and 


of thoſe that had been drawn up in Mareotis, which the Meſſen- 

gers of Eyſchius had brought with them. This good ſucceſs of his 

was yet about this time, or ſoon after, a little allay'd with the News 

of the death of his great Lord and Patron, Conſtantine the Emperor, 

the eldeſt of the three Brothers, who invading the Dominions of 

W — Conſtans, was himſelf kill'd in the attempt An. Chr. 
XL., 
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VI. THINGS. being thus tranſafted at Rome, Euſcbius and the 
reſt, who hadeſpous'd the Defence of the Arian Party againſt 4tha. 
zaſizs, not knowing what would be the event-of things, reſolve to 
hold a Synod in the Eaſf which they knew well enough how to 
pack,or at leaſt to influence to their advantage ; and for this a conve- 
nient opportunity ſoon preſented it ſelf upon this occaſion. Cox- 
ſeantine the Great, ſome years before he died, had begun a very ſtately 
and magnificent Church at Antioch *, the overſight whereof he cemm- 
mitted to his Son Coxſtantius, who according to the Deſign of ſo ge- 
nerous a Piety, carried it onafter his Father's death to PerfeCtion, with 
all the Advantages both of greatneſs and ornament, which it was 
capable to receive, whence it was commonly called DOM/NVICUM 
AUREUM * or The Golden Church, And being now finiſhed, 
the Biſhops of the neighbouring Provinces were, by the Emperor's 
Letters, ſummon'd to the Solemnity of its Dedication; < this being 
the Pretence, while the Deſign at the bottom was a Synodical Con- 
vention. There met at Azt:och ninety odd Biſhops, Maximus Biſhop 
of Jeruſalem not appearing with the reſt, for- being ſenſible how 
much he had been impos'd upon by ſubtle Artifices in the Synod of 
Tyre, to ſubſcribe to the depoling of Athanaſius, he would not truſt 
himſelf a ſecond time, having done too much already to the preju- 
dice of the Catholick Cauſe. Indeed Baronius 4 with great. conh- 
dence aſſures us (and which to me is ſtrange, he is follow*d herein 
by a man *© of more learning than himſelf) that of the whole Num- 
ber, there were but XXXVI. A4rians (which being men of Spirit and 
Intereſt, over-ruPd the whole Aſſembly) and that the reſt were Ca- 
tholick Biſhops. But evident it is, that he was led into that Error, 
by a groſs Miſtake of a Paſſage in the Letter of Pope Julius f, which 
being rightly underſtood as *tis in the Greek, looks quite another 
way, as a learned man 8s has demonſtrated beyond all Exception. 
Beſides, that all of them with one conſent, expreſly diſown'd them- 
ſelves to be Ar/ans, however otherwiſe partial and favourable to the 
Cauſe. As for matters of NoQrine (that we may diſpatch this firſt, 
though tranſatted laſt) they proceeded herein with great Art and 
Subtlety, —_ nothing that might openly claſh with the Synod of 
Nice. And firit they wrote a Synodical Epiſtle * (which they ſent 
abroad to the Biſhops of the ſeveral Churches) wherein they drew 
up a brief Account of their Creed. TheLetter (at leaſt ſo much of 
it as is now extant) runs thus. We are not the Diſciples of Arius. For 
how can we that are Biſhops, be Followers of him that was but a Presbyter ? 
Nor have we entertain'd any other Faith, than that which has been pu- 
bliſh*d from the beginning. But being conſtituted Judges for the Trial 
and Examination of his belief, we receiv'd him, rather than followed him , 
which you may underſtand from what follows. For from the beginning 
we have been taught to believe in one God, the Maker and Preſerver of 
all things both intelligible and ſenſible, and in one only begotten Son of 
God, ſubſiſting before all Worlds, and abiding together with the Father 
that begat him ; by whom all things were made, wiſible and inviſible; who 
according to the Father*s will, did in theſe laſt dayes come down from Hea- 
ven, and took fleſh of the Bleſſed Virgin, and when in all things he had 
fulfilPd his Father's Will, ſuffered, and roſe again, and return'd to Hea- 
ven, and ſits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
Juage 


The Life of 3 AruanaSiith 


IOI 


judge the quick and the dead, and being King and God, abides ſo for ever. 
We believe alſo in the holy Ghoſt. And if it be neceſſary to ada, we be- 
lieve likewiſe the Reſurrettion of the fleſh, and the life everlaſting. | 
A Confeſſion plauſibly drawa up, and ſo put together that 
each Party might ſubſcribe ir, it conſiſting of Propoſitions own'd 
on all hands, ' but induſtriouſly omitting the word Con-ſub- 
ftantial, which they ever rejected as forreign and unſcriptural. 
But this being thought too ſhort and unſatisfactory, and the Sence 
of it obſcure and ambiguous in the moſt important Articles, they af- 
terwards publiſhed a larger Confeſſion of their Faith * in this Form. 
According to the Faith delivered by the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, we be- 
lieve in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker and Creator of all things ; 
and in one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, being God, his -only begotten Son, by whom 
all things are made, begotten of his Father before all Worlds, God'of God, 
whole of whole, alone of God alone, perfett of perfett, King of King, Lord 
of Lord, the living Word, true Wiſdom, Life and ” the may of 
Truth, the ReſurreFion, the Shepherd, the Door ; unchangeable and in- 
. ſeparable, the moſt expreſs and exatt Image of his Father"s Godhead, Sub- 
ſtance, Power, Council, and Glory ; the firſt-born of every Creature ; he 
who in the beginning was with God, even God the Word, as it is ſaid in the 
Goſpel, and the Word was God, by whom all things were made, and in 
whom all things ſubſp Who in theſe laft dayes came down from Heaven, 
and was born of the Virgin Mary according to the Scriptures ; and was 
made man, the M-diator between God and man, the Apoſtle of our Faith, 
and the Prince of life, as himſelf ſayes, I came down from Heaven, not 
to do mine o:yn Will, but the Will of him that ſent me ; who ſuffered for 
us, and roſe again the third day, and aſcended into Heaven, and ſits at 
the right hand of the Father ; and he ſhall come again with Glory and 
Power to judge the quick and the dead. And in the holy Ghoſt, which is 
given for Conſolation, Sanitification, and Conſummation to them that be- 
lieve ; even as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt commanded his Diſciples, ſaying, 
go Ye, and teach all Nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father , 
and of the Son, and of the holy Ghoſt, plainly intimating the Father as 
truly a Father, the Son as truly a Son, and the holy Ghoſt as truly ſuch: 
So as theſe are xot meer (imple Names, but ſuch 4s accurately expreſs each 
ones proper Hypoſtaſis or Perſon, Order, and Glory: So that they are 
three im Perſon, but one in Conſent. Holding therefore this Faith, which 
in the Jeu of God and Chriſt we have maintain'd from the firſt, and 
ſhall retain to the laſt, we under an Anathema condemn all perverſe he- 
retical Opinions. And if any one contrary to the orthodox Belief held 
forth in Scripture, ſhall teach and affirm, that there was any Time 
or Age, before the Son was begotten, /et him be _ And if any 
ſhall affirm the Son to be a Creature, as one of the Creatures; or 4 
Branch, as one of the Branches, and ſhall not hold all the things before- 
mention'd, juſt as the holy Scriptures have delivered them ; or ſhall teach 
or preach any other thing than what we have received, let him be accurſed, 
For we for our Parts do truly and religiouſly believe and entertain all 
things delivered both by the Prophets and Apoſtles, and that are conſignd 
#0 #5 in the holy Scriptures. 
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In this Form alſo, they omit the word Conſubſtantial; in all things 


k 1-3 G 5. elſe Sozomern * thinks they agree with the Decrees of the Viceze 


Creed; but wiſely adds, unlcis ſome ſecret meaning lurk under the 
Words, which he was not aware of. And to gain the greater Cre- 
dit to this Confeſſion of Faith, they gave it out that they found it 
written With Lucian the Martyr's own hand, a man eminently vers'd 
in all ſorts of Learning, eſpecially the holy Scriptures, and who ſuf. 
fered under the Diocletian Perſecution at Nicomedia, Aſter this The- 

bronius Biſhop of Zyana, a man greatly reverenc'd by the Synod, 
vs up another ſhort Confeſſion, * which was propounded and 
aſſented to; wherein I find no material difference from the former , 
concluding only with an explicit Arathema againſt that man (or any 
that ſhall communicate with him) that ſhall teach, or privately 
maintain any thing contrary to this Faith, or that ſhall ſavor of Mar- 
cellys of Ancyra, Sabellins, or Paul of Sawoſata. Nor content with 
this, ſome Months after the receſs of the Council, being re-aſlem- 
bled in another Scſſion, they drew up a fourth Confeſſion ® , though 
without any conſiderable Alteration in the ſubſtance' of it, concluding 
thoſe, who affirm the Son of God to be # tx comp, of things not 
exiſting, or of any other ſabſtance (zzxas) than that of God, and 
that there was any time, when he was nor, to be ſeparate from the 
Catholick Church. This they ſent to the Emperor Cox/tans then in 
Frauce, diſpatching Narciſſus Biſhop of Veronias, Maris of Chalcedon, 
Theodore of Heraclea, Marcus of Arethuſa, Members of their Synod, 
to that purpoſe. It may ſeem ſtrange, that in one. Council, ſo many 
Creeds {ſhould be drawn up : Bur belides that, they fat a long time, 
' and fo had leaſure enongh to review and refine their Debates and 
Determinations, poſſibly they might deſign a Liberty to chooſe 
which they pleas'd, as the Circumſtances of after-times might make 
moſt convenient ; or as Socrates ® thinks, that by making way to in- 
troduce-ſeveral Forms, they might in time bring down things to 
downright 4riaziſ. Next to Matters of Faith, they took notice of 
the external State and Polity of the Church, compoling XXV. Ca- 
nons concerning ſeveral Cates of Order and Diſcipline, which have 
place in the body of the Councils at this day, and which, whatever 
might be the particular Occaſions, or the Deſigns of thoſe that made 
them, are certainly excellent Rules of Church-Policy, and wiſely 
contriv'd to prevent thoſe ordinary Male-Adminiſtrations that are 
wont to fd the Governmeat of the Church. 

V1I. BUT leaving theſe'Matters, come we to what was the Sub- 
je of their firſt Debates, and the prime Deſiga of the Meeting, v4z. 
the Cale of Arhanaſizs. No ſooner was the Council fate, but heavy 
Complaints wete brought in,. all the Accuſations being reviv'd and 
dreſsd up, which either heretofore, or of late, had been made agaiaſt 
him, which we may be ſure, wanted neither Wit nor Artifice to ſet 
them off. And the thing took accordingly, it being reſolv'd on, that 
he ſhould be depos'd from his Charge, and another ſubltituted in his 
room. The place was firſt proffered ® to ane Euſcbias, born of a 
= Family at Edeſſs, a man of extraordinary Parts and Learnyng 

th Divine and Humane, and who had ſometimes been Schollar to 
his Name-ſake, the great Biſhop of Ceſare. But he wiſely de- 
clin'd it, upon whoſe refuſal, they pitch'd upon one Gore an 
obſcure 
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obſcure Perſon born iti Cappadocia, whom though a nicer Stranger, 
alrogether unknown both to the Clergy and the People over 
whom he was Preſide,they did, and at that diſtance too, contrary to all 
the Rules and Cuſtoms oft the Church, conſecrate Biſhop of 4lexan: 
dria (in which Capacity he ſubſcrib'd the Decrees of the Synod) re- 
folving to implore the Imperial Aſſiſtance, to give him Poſſeſſion of 
thePlace by force, and to ſuppreſs all Oppoſition that might be made 
againſt ir. The News hereof quickly flew to Alexanaria, arid alarm'd 
Athanaſius timely to withdraw, and get into ſhelter, before the Tem- 


pelt could ariſe ?; who accordingly {et Sail for Rome, to vindicate,” 4th.adSol/t, 


himſelf in open Synod, according to the Summons which he ha 
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receiv'd from Ju: to that purpoſe ; who ſent alſo Elpidizs and Phi- vid.Thed. 1.2. 
lxenus, Presbyters, with a Letter to Eſcbius and his Party, appoint- *+ #7" 


ing time and place, where he requir'd them as Plaintiffs to appear , 
otherwiſe they muſt leave the World to judge, whether the Cauſe 
they defended was not unſound, and unable to abide-the Teſt. The 
Meſſengers arriving in the Eaft, found Exſcbius and the reſt in the 
Council at Axtioch, where the Letters being delivered, they were 
ſtrangely ſurpriz'd with the Summons to a Synod at Rowe; a place 
where they knew very well they had neither Intereſt not Authority, 
where they ſhould have no great Miniſter of State to govern the 
Aſſembly, no Military Guard to keep the Doors, no Secular Powers 
to abett their PraCtices, and execure their Commands. This made 
them while off the Matter with delayes, detaining the Meſſengers 
with ExpeCation of an Anſwer, till the time appointed for the Synod 
was paſt, and then fairly excus'd themſelves, pretending they durſt 
not venture {o long a Journey, the Wars with _— then growing 
on, but indeed privately agreeing amongſt themſelves, that if they 
could not get the better by Eccleſiaſtical Sentence, they muſt betake 
themſelves to their accuſtomed Arts of Force and Powet. At laſt 
the Roman Presbyters are diſmiſs'd with Letters to Rome, drawn up 
with all the exquiſite Arts of Eloquerice, but tart and inveQtive, 
wherein (as appears from Julius his Anſwer, and the ſum of the Let- 
ter it ſelf ſer down by Sozomen 4) they complain'd that they ſhoutd 


be cited to Rome, there being other Places more cofwenient, that &, 
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they acknowledg'd the Church of Rowe to be very venerable, as p. 91. 


having been the Seat of the Apoſtles, and from the firſt the Metro- 
polis of Piety, yet that it was beholden to the Eft, for thoſe great 
men who had planted and propagated Religion there; that the Dig- 
nity of Biſhops was not to be meaſur'd by the greatneſs of Cities, 
wherein if they were not equal,they were at leaſt Superior in Virtue,in 
Readineſs and Reſolution ; that the time appointed. for the Synod was 
too ſhort for ſo great an Afﬀair, 'and for Perſons at that diſtance ; that 
he had taken upon him to examine the AQts of the Council of Tyre, 
which ought not again to be calld in queſtion ; that he had reflefted 
contempt upon them, writing only to Exſebius and ſome others, and 
taking no notice of all the reſt; that he had in a manner prejudg'd 
the Cauſe, by holding a friendly Correſpondence and Communion 
with Athanaſius and Marcellus; Perſoris whom they had long ſince 
condemn'd, atid depriv*d of Eccleſiaſtical Communion in ſhort, they 
offered to hold Peace and Communion with Fulizs, if he would ratifie 
the Deprivation of thoſe whom they had depos'd, arid owt the _ 
nation 
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nation of thoſe whom they had ſubſtituted in their rooms ; bur if 
not, they refus'd to have any thing to do with him, putting him in 
mind, that their Predeceſlors the Biſhops of the Eaft, never medled 
with the Afﬀairs of the Weft, when the Church of Rome had caſt Ny. 
wvatian out of doors. As ſoon as the Meſſengers were return'd, the 


* Ath. 4pol.IT. Synod met at Rome * , above hifty Biſhops aſſembling in the Church of 
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Vito the Presbyter, where the Letter from the Council at Antioch 
being read, the Cauſe of Athanaſius was brought before them, who 
opened his Caſe, and fo clear'd his Reputation from the malicious 
Imputations laid upon it, by the evidence of Witneſſes, and the re- 
fuſal of his Adverſaries to make good the Charge ; that the Synod 
declar'd themſelves abundantly ſatisfied in the Innocency of his Cauſe, 
and decreed that he(and together with him Marcellus of Ancyra,who had 
been condemn'd at the ſame time with him by the Conventicle at Cor. 
ftantinoplein the time of Conſtantine) ſhould be held acquitted of all Ac. 


f 4th. 4ol.II. cuſations,and be admitted to the Communion of the Church. Hither c 
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alſo at this time came ſeveral Biſhops out of Thrace, Phenicia, Paleſtine, 
and other Parts, many Presbyters from Alexandria and elſewhere, 
complaining of the mercileſs Uſage they and their Churches mer 
with, from the Cruelty and Inſolence of the prevailing Party in the 
Eaft, and more had come out of Egypt and Alexandria, had not their 
Adverfaries detzin'd them by force and violence. All which inſpir'd 
the good Biſhops with a holy Zeal and Indignation, and they accor- 
dingly, before their Diſſolution, ordered Ju{:us to write in the name 
of the Synod to the Eaſterz Biſhops, in anſwer to the Letter which 


txt5-p.575- they had ſent, which he did ina prolix Epiltle ©, wherein he ſmartly 


checks their infolent and irregular Proceedings, fully anſwers all 
their vain Cavils and Pretences, refutes their Excuſes for not coming 
to the Synod, and gives them an account of their receiving Athana- 
fius and Marcellus to Communion. This Letter he ſent by Count Ga- 
bian, before whoſe arrival in the Eaſt, Enſcbins of Conſtantinople (the 
great Spring of Motion in thele Actions) was dead, and the Synod, 
probably, broken up, ſo that what became of it is uncertain. For 


#41t.inSor, though a learned man » tells us from the Authority of S»zomer, thas 
«2--15-þ-22- ypon the arrival of this Epiſtle, the Eaſtern Biſhops again aſſembled 


the next year, Az». CCCXLIIL in Synod at Aztioch, and wrote 
a ſharp ſtinging Anſwer, yet is it plain, and as clear as the Sun, that 
this could not be no other than the Anſwer we mention'd before, ſent 


* Annot.in So;. by Elpidius and Philoxennus, and this himſelf grants elſewhere » , blam- 
6-368, Þ-115- ing S9zomen for making this Epiſtle, to have been written not in the 


former, but in an after-Synod at Artioch, but withall taking no no- 
tice of his own confident Miſtake, | 

VIII. BUT it's time we return to Alexandria, and ſee how 
things were carried there ſince Athanaſius his retirement, where we 
ſhall find them bad enough. The Biſhops at Antioch having (as before 
was ſaid) conferrd the Government of that Church upon Gregory 
the Cappadocian, and finding the Stream in the Weſt to run ſtrong 
againſt them, were forc'd to call in the help of the ſecular Arm, 
which they had ever found the moſt poſitive way of Confutarion, 


» 4:4.44 $04, -\mportuning Conſftantius * to interpoſe his Power for the fupport of 
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their tottering Cauſe, otherwiſe likely to tumble to the Ground ; 


that now, ifever, was the time for him to ſhew liumſelf che ___ 
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of their Cauſe, and the Defender of their Faith, and that to this 
purpole he would cauſe Gregory to be forthwith ſeated in the Chair 
of 4/:xendria. And that the Work might be done effeQtually, they 
Procure Philagrins to be again made Governor of Ezypr. He had 
ſome years {ince diſcharg'd that place of Eminency, at what time he 
had done them conſiderable Service againſt Athanaſins, when the 
Commiſſioners came from the Synod ar 7yre to examine the Caſe of 
Iſchyres in the Province of Mireotas, A man every way fitted for 
their turn : He was Gregory's own Country-man, 1n his Nature fierce 


and cruel, for his Religion a Pagan-ldolater, and which was worſe, - 


an Apoſtate from the Chriſtian raith, Wirth him and A»/acius the 
Eunuch, attended with a ſtrong Military-guard, and furniſh'd like- 
wiſc with the Emperor's Letters, Gregory ſets forward for Alexan- 
drizg where they no ſooner arriv'd, but they endeavoured to ſtrengthen 
themſelves, by joyning to their Party all the moſt rude and profligate 
Rabble about the City, men of mean Conditions, and deſperate 
Fortunes ; who arming themſelves with Clubs and Swords, broke 
into the Church dedicated to Zuirinus (where great numbers of Ca- 
tholicks were 'aſſembled) killing ſome, and trampling others under 
foot, others were firſt beaten and wounded, and then baniſhed; no 
Order, Sex, or Age eſcap'd their Savage hands, they offered violence 
to Presbyters, and thoſe who had more: immediately devoted them- 
ſelves to the Service of Religion, abus'd Virgins beyond all bounds of 
Modeſty, dragg'd Matrons before publick Judicatures, treating them 
with the highelt Inſtances of rudeneſs and incivility.; nay, fo far did 
they perſecute the Aunt of Athanaſins (if we may fo underſtand his 
Thu T4 imongrs Fdar; of ſome Bilhop however) that their Malice 
reached beyond her Life, not permitting her, when dead, to have 
the Conveniency of a Grave, which ſhe had wanted, had not thoſe 
who undertook to bury her, carried her out, as if it had been their 
own Relation. Some mens Eſtates were ſeiz'd, others had their 
Food and Proviſions taken from them, nay, the holy Sacrament 
it ſelf was prophan'd by Pagans, and ſcorntully thrown to the ground. 
The Biſhops were ſpoiPd, beaten, impriſon'd or baniſhd, and us'd 
without any reverence either to their Age or Order; and amongſt 
the reſt, Sarapammon an ancient Confeſlor, after all other hardſhips, 
was {ent into Baniſhment, and Porta» the aged Biſhop of Heraclea, 
who had ſuffered Impriſonment, and loft an Eye for his conſtancy to 
the Truth under the Diocletian Perſecution, was now fo miſerably 
ſcourg'd and beaten, that they gave not over, till they left him for 
dead; and though, by the means that were us'd, he after ſome time 
recovered life, yet he died ſhortly after of his Wounds and Pains, cax- 
rying to his Grave the honour of a ſecond Martyrdom. ; 
IX. THESE bloody and violent Proceedings, ſo diftaſtful to all 
peaceable and ſober Minds, Gregory knew well could not hold long, 
unleſs ſtrongly bagk'd by the civil Power. Accordingly he ſet him- 
ſelf by all plauſible Infinuations, to court the faveur of thoſe in Au- 
thority, without any regard to Perſons of his own Rank and Order: 
If a Letter came from a great man, the Meſſenger ſhould be'careſs'd 
and diſmiſs'd with a Reward ; it from a Clergy-man, it ſhould be 


Vid. etiam 
Apal.Il-p.s 33s 


{corn'd and flighted. Amongſt others whom he oblig*d to his fide 


was B:{acins, General of the Eoypriae Forces, who eſpous'd and pur- 
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ſued his Cauſe with a furious Zeal, and fitting with him upon the 
Bench of Juſtice, would command the Biſhops, and ſometimes the 
Profeſſors of Monaſtick life, to be'brought, and to be. unmercifully 
beaten and whipt before them; Gregory, after all, perſwading and 
inviting them to joyn in Communion with him. But the divine Ven- 
eance ſoon after overtook this potent Aſſeſſor. - For nothing mollified 
- the Letters and Warnings given him by S. Azthony, the great Fa- 
ther of the Heremitical Inſtitution, /venerable in thoſe times for the 
incomparable Strictneſs and Auſterity of his Life in the Eg1prian So- 
litudes) he ſtill went on, rill riding out one day, to the firſt Stage 
from Alexandria, his Horſe threw back his head, and catching him 
by the Thigh, tore off the fleſh, withall caſting him to the ground, 
{o bruis'd and wounded, that being carried back into the City, with. 
in three dayes he ended his miſerable life. Gregory, though thus by. 
ſily imploy'd at home, was not yet altogether unmindful of his credit 
and intereſt abroad; for knowing how many both Biſhops and Pres- 
byters were fled to Rome, where they were likely to make a tragical 
Repreſentation of Aﬀairs, he diſpatch'd away Carpores ? a Presbyter 
(one that had been convifted long ſince -by Alexander of 100 much 
Familiarity and Correſpondence with Arius) as his Legat to Rome, 
(where the Synod then fat about the Caſe of Athanaſius) to mollife 
Reports, and beget a favourable ConſtruCtion of what had paſs'd at 
Alexandria. But the man was rejected, neither he nor his Meſſage 

finding entertainment. | 
X. WE left Athanaſius in the Synod at Rome,purging himſelf, where- 
upon he was abſolv'd by the Council of the Crimes charg'd upon 
him. Indeed he made that City the main Seat of his Exile, having 
been there -a year and an halt already, and continuing ſome years 
longer, kindly receiv'd and entertain'd by all, We cannot imagine 
that ſo good a man, and one of ſo attive a Genizs, would lye idle fo 
long a time, though how he ſpent his time there, is unknown to us. 
Baronius * 1n the general, finds him this employment, (though with- 
out any other Authority than his own conjecture) diligently and ſo- 
lemnly to viſit and adore the Shrines and Memories of the Martyrs, 
the Crypt.e and the Cameteria, thoſe venerable Subterranean Monu- 
ments, eſpecially thoſe of S. Peter and Paul, expreſſing a more pe- 
culiar Devotion towards S. Peter, for having ſent thence his Diſciple 
S. Mark to plant and propagate Chriſtianity in Egypr. All which we 
are bound in good manners to believe, though not one Syllable of any 
warrant 15 produced to make it good. More particularly he tells * us, 
that he firſt introduced into Rome the monllick Diſcipline of Egypr, 
publiſhing to that end, the Life of Azthony the Great, then living, and 
that this Inſtitution was embrac'd, not only by others, but alſo by the 
noble Matrons of Rowe. Though S. Jerom (upon whoſe Authority he 
builds all this) ſayes * no more, than that Marcella a Roman Lady,had 
from Athanaſius and his Succeſſor Perer(who fled thither in the time of 
the Arian Perſecution) receiv'd an account of the Life of Aztony, and 
of the Diſcipline of the Monaſteries of Pachomizs, and of the Virgins 
and Widdows that were in the Country of Thebars; but was followed 
herein by none for many years after, till Sophronia reviv'd the Inſtitu- 
tion, But (what is moſt conſiderable) now it was (they tell us*©) 
that Athanaſins compos'd the famous Creed, that conimonly o__ 
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under his name ; that being cited to Rome, and charg'd as Criminal, 
he could not expect a favourable Reception without giving an ac- 
count of his Faith, that therefore he drew up in Latiz this Confefſi- 
on, which he repeated before Ju{:us and the reſt, which being ap- 
prov'd, was, together with the Acts of the Synod, laid up amongſt 
the 4r:hives of the Church of Rome, whence 1t was oubliſhed many 
Ages after. This is pretended for its Birth and Pedigree, which being 
aid without any ſhadow of proof, may with the ſame reaſon be re- 
jected. Indeed fo far 1s 1t from being probable, that he made it at 
this time at R»»z-, that no evidence appears that he ever made it aHy. 
For not to in{iſt apon other Arguments, there's this unanſwerable pre- 
judice lies againlt it, that Athanaſius himſelf (who is very punQual 
in ſetting down all the material Paſſages of his Life, that concern 
theſe Vtrers) does not ſO much as once in all his Writings, giveths 
leaſt Intimarion of it ; nor 1s it mention'd by any Hiſtorian or Writer 
of that or the following times, no not by the Writers of his Eife, that 
liv'd in the middle Ages of the Church. Nor indeed was. it ever 
heard of in the World,till above fix hundred years after Athanaſius was 
dead ; but barely mention'd then, and not urg'd with any confidence, 
till above CC. years after that, when the Legates of Pope Gregory 
the IXrh. produc'd and pleaded it at Conſtantinople, in their Diſputa- 
tions with the Greets. And can it be imagin'd, that fo famous a 
Confeſſion, made by a Perſon, for whom the World had ſo juſt a re- 
verence, whoſe Writings were ſo highly valued, and fo diligently 
ſought after in all Parts of the World, ſhould lye Izcogniro for ſo many 
Ages, when it might have been of ſo much uſe and importance to 


{the Church, to have ended ſeveral Controverſies then on foot, _ 


cially being pretended to lye no farther out of reach, than the Re- 
cords of the Roan Church, which there was dayly occaſion of 
ſearching, and to which there was frequent reſort from all Parts. 
But by whomſoever compiPd, having entitled it ſelf to fo great a 
name, and hearing ſo expreſs an Image of his DoQtrine, fo ſtoutly 
maintain'd by him both by Writing and Suffering, and being vouch'd 
and aſſerted by the ſupereminent Authority of the Church of Rowe, 
it ſoon gain'd Credit and Reputation amongſt all the Churches of the 
Weſt. 

XI. BUT whether or no Athanaſins was buſied in the drawing 
up a Confeſſion of his Faith at Rome, *tis certain his Adverſaries 
were hammering one in the Ez/f. About four years ſince they had 
composd ſeveral Forms in the Council of Aztioch; where =P now 
again met in Synod, more accurately to examine, and fully to declare 
their Senſe concerning the Controverſies that at this time ſo much 
diſtracted and diſturb'd the Church. And in purſuance of this, they 
compos'd mg Ag mMar yeapady (as Athanaſins © tells us) a very long 
Explication of their Faith, thence commonly calPd yaxeonyOG-, or 
the large Confeſſion, drawn up (as © one eruy obſerves) with great 
Learning and Elegancy ; wherein having firſt ſet down the Symbol 
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made in their laſt Seſſion at Antioch, they add a prolix Explication of in Sect. fe 24 


the principal Articles, with a particular Antitheſis to the Errors and 
Hereſfies of Paulus Samoſutenns, Marcellus, Photinus, Sabellius, the Pa- 
tropaſlans, and ſome others. It will be too tedious to ſet down the 
whole, *twill be enough to remark fome few of the things "—_ 
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they declare concerning the Perſon of the Son of God. They alert, 
that he was not begotten of any pre-exiſtent Subſtance (42>2z:01;) 
beſides the Father, but was truly begotten of God only, and that 
«xegvws, Without time, and before all Ages, and this avrepizms @ 
Tema» axglemnes, by a moſt unfathomable and incomprehenſible 
way of Generation ; that although he be ſubje&t to God the Father, 
yet notwithſtanding before all times was he begotten of God, and 
in his nature is true and perfect God, being not of man afterwards 
made God, but of God for our fakes made man, yet without ever 
ceaſing to be God ; that they did abominate and anathematize the 
Followers of Marcellus and Photizus, who under a pretence of aſſert- 
ing a divine Monarchy, did in Conformity with the Jews, deny Chriſts 
eternal Eſſence and God-head, and his endleſs and immortal King- 
dom ; that they acknowledg'd him to be the living and ſelt-ſubſiſting 
Word, the ſubſtantial Word of the Father, and God of God, being 
perke&tly joyn'd together, without us M-4ium, or diſtance, or Se- 
paration from each other. In Concluſion they add, that they were 
forc'd thus largely to expreſs themſelves about theſe Matters, - not 
out of any Vanity or Aﬀectation, but to remove all ſiniſter Suſpi- 
tions of Heterodoxy, with thoſe that were unacquainted with their 
Caſe, and that the Weſtern Biſhops might underſtand the groundleſs 
Calumnies of their Adverſaries, and their Catholick Sentiments ap. 
pear to all uncorrupt and unbiaſſed Perſons to be conſonant to, and 
founded in the holy Scriptures. 

XII. THIS account of their Faith they gave * to Eudoxins Bi- 
ſhop of Germanicia, Macedonius of Mopſueſtia, Martyrius and D-mo- 
philus to be carried into the Weſt, where when they arrived, they 
found a very convenient Opportunity to deliver it. For very many 
of the H/efterz Prelates were about this time aſſembled in a Synod at 
Milan (where the Emperor Con/tans kept his Court) to adviſe about 
the Caſe of A:hanaſius, and to Petition the Emperor to interpoſe his 
Authority to compoſe the diſtracted Aﬀairs of the Church. The 
Meſſengers arriving, preſented their Confeſſion to the Synod, de- 
firing their concurrence 1n it. But they either not ſufficiently under- 
ſtanding the Criticiſms of the Greek Language, (as Socrates ® thinks) 
or, more probably, judging ſome heretical Poyſon to be couch'd 
under thoſe ſpecious Expreilions, retus'd to accept it, ſaying they 
were content with the Nzceze Creed, and would admit no more, and 
that it was but reaſonable that they who brought the Confeſſion, 
ſhould firſt explicitly condemn the Aria» DofEtrine. This the Eaftern 
Legates highly reſented, and finding there was little hope to pre- 
vail, departed the Synod in great Paſſion and Diſcontent. At this 
Convention alſo Photinus * Biſhop of Sirminrs (who had ſometimes 
been Schollar and Deacon to Marce/{us of A4ncyra) was condemned 
for ſome heretical. Propoſitions he had lately ſtarted, affirming our 
Saviour to be only a meer man, endeavouring to revive the long-ſince 


. branded Herefie of Paul of Samoſata, And now it was too, that Ur- 
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facius and Valens, two great Sticklers againſt Arhanaſins, preſenting 
the Aſſembly with a Book, wherein they expreſly condemn'd the 
Arian and Photinian Herelies, wereabſolv*d, and taken into the Com- 
munion of the Church. Towards the Concluſion of this Synod [* 
is moſt probable) Arhanaſins * came to Milain, ſummon'd thit - 
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by the Emperor's Mandat, by whom he was frequently admitted into 
his preſence, and treated with great Kindneſs and Humanity, And 
though (as became a Prudent man under his Circumſtances) he car- 
ried himſelf with all imaginable Caution, never going alone into 
the Emperor's preſence, but alwayes accompanied with a great Train 
of Biſhops and others, yet could he not eſcape the laſh of Malice 
and Envy ; his Adverſaries hence taking occafion to traduce him to 
Conſtantius, ſuggeſting that he had done ill Offices between him and 
his Brother Coxſtans, poſſeſſing him with prejudices, and endea- 
vouring to ſtir him up againſt him. Whereot, and of ſome other 
Crimes he very clearly purges himſelf in his Apology to Conſtantins. 


SEC 3..:VIL 
The Aﬀs of the Synod at Sardica. 


A Synod conven'd at Sardica, when. What number of Biſhops in it. No 
Brittiſh Biſhops there. The Eaſtern Prelates refuſe to joyn with them 
of the Weſt, and why; They tranſatt Synodically in ſeparate Aſſemblies. 
Publickly challeng*d by Athanaſius and his Party. The Reaſons of their 
refuſal to proceed to a fair and open Trial, Their trifling Propoſal to 
gain time rejetfed. The pretence of their being recald by Conſtanti- 
us. Their depoſing Athanaſius azd the Principal of his Party. Ba- 
ronius offended with their ſentencing Pope Julius. Their Confeſſion 
of Faith. Their circular Epiſtle in the name of the Sardican Synod, 
All this tranſatted at Sardica, not (4s commonly believd) at Philippo- 
polis. The Proceedings of the true Sardican Council, No Confeſſion 
or Explication of Faith made in this Synod. Athanaſius, Marcellus, 
and Alclepas, particularly abſolvd and reſto d. The Miſchiefs done 
by the Arians tq the Catholicks examind. The Chiefs of the Arian 
Fattion ſentenced and d:por'd. Their Synodical Epiſtles, and Letters to 


the Emperors. 


l, HE good Emperor Conſtans, at the inſtance and Sollicita- 

tion of Arhanaſiys and the Weſtern Biſhops, had often and 

earneſtly dealt with his Brother Conſftantius, that the N;- 
cexe Faith might be eſtabliſh'd, and the exil'd Biſhops reſtor'd, and 
{o a Period put to the Churches Troubles, who now at length con- 
ſented that the Matter ſhould be referred to the Deciſion of a general 
Council, which was accordingly calPd by the imperial Letters Arn. 
Chr. CCCXLVII. not long after that at Miley ; for that it was after 
that Convention, is evident, as from other Circumſtances, ſo eſpe- 
cially from what Arhanaſius * himſelf tells us, that at his being at 
Milan, Conftans aſſur'd him, that he had written to his Brother, that 
a Synod might be held about this Matter. The place appointed for 
the Comeli was Sardica, an eminent City of 1yricum (perhaps an 
ancient Colony from Sardis in the leſſer Aſia, and upon that account 
ſo oft in Athanaſius ſtyPd 5 Sipdoy mias, the City of the — pl 
place 
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place conveniently ſituate in the Conkhnes of the Eſter» and the 
W-/tern Empire, and in that regard equally fit for both. Hither out 
of both Empires met to the number of about CLXX. Prelates, as 
Athanaſius | expreſly tells us. Socrates ® indeed, and thoſe who 
follow his account, afirm,that there were no leſs than CCC. Biſhops 
out of the We/# only, and for this cite the Teſtimony of Athanaſius. 
But the miſtake is groſs and palpable ; for 4thanaſins * in that place 
ſayes, not that ſo many met at Sardica (though his Tranſlator indeed 
makes him ſay ſo) but that his Cauſe had been adjudg'd and ratified 
by ſo many, partly in that Synod, partly by the Suffrages of thoſe, 
who both before and after it had ſubſcrib'd in his behalf, the whole 
number amounting to about CCCXLIV. Amongſt which we find 
mention of the Biſhops of Br:taiz, whence *tis generally taken for 
granted, not only by common Writers, but even by thoſe ® who ſee 
farther than ordinary into ſuch Matters, that our By:tiſb Biſhops were 
preſent at this Council ; when yet the moſt that can be infer'd from 
that place is, that they only ratified and ſubſcrib'd what the Synod 
determin'd in the Cauſe of Athanaſius, the Synod ſending their De- 
cilion into ſeveral Provinces for the Approbation of thoſe who could 
not be preſent at the Council. And indeed in the Title of the Syno- 
dical Epiſtle (as tis extant in Athanaſius *, but more intirely in '/ b-o- 
dorit?) where all the Provinces are reckon'd up, from whence the 
came, no mention is made of Briza;zz. Which I have thereforc ns 
not being willing that the honour of our Country ſhould be built 
upon uncertainties and miſtakes. So that the number of the Biſhops 
muſt be reduc'd to almoſt one half, not above LXXVI. coming out 
of the Eaft, and out of above XXXV. Provinces of the We/ (for out 
of ſo many Athanaſins 4 tells us, this Synod was colleed) not 
full an hundred, who yet could not agree when they came toge- 
ther. 

II. FOR the Eaſtern Biſhops arriving at Sardica, kept themſelves 
ina ſeparate Aſſembly, refuſing * to joyn with the Biſhops of the 
Weft, and though there were lome amongſt them, men Orthodox 
in their Judgments, and of peaceable Tempers, yet were they ſo in- 
fluenc'd by the Major part, either by Promiſes or Threatnings, that 
they durſt-not ſtir from them, two only excepted, Aris a Paleſtine 
Biſhop, and Aferins Biſhop of Arabia, who got away by ſtealth, and 
came over to the Catholick Party. The Truth is, they found a 
quite other face of things, than what they look'd for: they came 
with a confident Perſwafion, that Athanaſius durſt not appear and 
abide a Trial, and were ſtrangely ſurpriz'd, not only to find him here, 
but that he was prepar'd, ol openly challeng'd them to a Tryal, 
they perceiv*'d that things would be manag'd here according to the 
ſtrict Rules of Eccleſiaſtick Diſcipline, that no force could be put 
upon the Synod, no Guards ſet at the Doors, no great men of their 
Party admitted from Court, who might awe and dire Proceedings; 


| the uſual Arts by which they had hitherto prevaild, and for which 


end they had now brought with them Count Maſonianus, and He/ychins 
an Officer of the imperial Palace, by whoſe Authority and influence 
they doubted not but they ſhould be able to carry the day ; they were 
amaz'd to ſee ſo many there, whom they had depos'd and baniih'd, 
and treated with all kinds of barbarous Inhumanity, ms having 
roug 
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brought along with them the Chains and Inſtruments of Cruelty , 
wherewith they had been tortured, others ſhewing the Wounds and 
the Scars which they had received. The Friends and Kindred of 
thoſe whom they had put to death, appear'd to exhibit their Com- 
plaints, and Meſſengers came in the name of whole Churches to re- 
preſent the Injuries and Sufterings which they had undergone from 
the Rage of the Arian Party. Nordid it a little ſenſibly rouch them, 
that Arins and Aſterius were gone over to the Synod, who had come 
along with them, and were privy to their moſt intimate Councils 
and TranſaQtions. Theſe things prophecied to them no good Suc- 
ceſs, they ſaw *twas no purpoſe to let their Cauſe come to a fair 
open Trial, that Athanaſius had all Atts _ that concern'd his Caſe, 
which would ſufficiently blaſt and expoſe their Cauſe, and that the 
had no potent Friends in the Synod to ſupport it: Thattherefore it 
was moſt adviſable to breakup and be gon, to prevent their bein 
condemn'd upon the Place; that if they departed, they ſhould God 
one means or another to propagate and uphold their Cauſe; and if the 
Synod ſhould condemn them after their departure, they had a ſure 
Friend of the Emperor, who, they doubted not, would proteQ and 
aſhſt them, 

III, HEREUPON they ſhut themſelves up in the Palace, 
where they were lodg'd, and where they dayly held their Conſults. 
They were ſeveral times cited by the Synod to appear, and that with 
ſmart Provocations ; if they came with a deſign to try the Merits of 
the Cauſe, why did they decline it * Either they ſhould not have 
come at all, or being come, they could not without juſt diſparage- 
ment tb their Cauſe refuſe it. Athanaſius and his Brethren, whom 
they had ſo heavily charg'd, were there preſent, if they had any 
thing to objeCt againſt CTY were requir'd to doit; if the 
had not, the $ muſt proceed againſt them as falſe and najul 
Accuſers. Athazaſins alſo, together with Marcellus and Aſclepas his 
Fellow-ſufferers, publickly challeng'd them to it, aſſuring the Synod 
they would not only refute their Slanders and Calumnies, but make 
it fully appear what Miſchiefs and Miſeries they had brought upon 
their ſeveral Churches. Protogenes Biſhop of Sardica, and Hoſius the 
aged Confeſſor, and venerable Biſhop of Cord»ba, and now Preſident 
of the Council, addreſs'd themſelves to them in a more private way, 
endeavouring by all fair means to perſwade them, Hoſius © promiſing 
them a moſt candid and impartial Hearing ; or if they would not 


* - have the Matter canvaſs'd in open Synod, that they would at leaſt 


make him Judge and Umpire in the Caſe, engaging, that if Arha- 
zaſius was prov'd guilty of the Crimes _ _ him, they would 
univerſally rejeCt Lhe nay, although he ſhould be found Innocent, 
and they falſe Accuſers, if, notwithſtanding all this, they ſhould per- 
ſiſt in their diſlike of him, he would, to avoid offence, perſwade him 
to goalong with him into Spain. To which Athanaſius, who ſtood 
by, gave his aſſent. An offer ſo infinitely reaſonable, and fair beyond 
all ExpeQation,that nothing but obſtinacy and a bad Cauſe could have 
the face to refuſe it. However, they reſolv'd not to appear upon any 
Terms, nor ſubmit to a Sentence, which they had too much reaſon to 
ſuſpe& would go full againſt them. 


IV. BUT 
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IV. BUT that they might give ſome colour to their Non con- 


*rpil.orimtal formity, they pretended * inthe firſt place, that Arhanaſirs and his 
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Accomplices had been- heretofore convicted of notorious Crimes , 
and ——_—y condemn'd and deposd by ſeveral Councils, and 
that they could not joyn with the Synod, till, they were baniſ'd 
thence, and denied Communion ; otherwiſe they ſhould trample 
under foot the Laws of the Church, reſcind and violate the Sentence 
of God. But the Synod was facisfied in this Matter, their Cauſe 
having been more than once maturely debated, and their Innocenc 
adjudg'd in Councils call'd for that purpoſe, and themſelves abſoly'd, 
and receivd to Communion by almoſt all the Biſhops of the JW. 
Next they pleaded that vait numbers of Perſons, guilty of the moſt 
enormous Villanies, of Blbod and Murders, of Rapine and Violence, of 
Sacriledge and impicty, and what not ? both again{t God and Man, 
had at this time flock'd hither from Conſtantinople and Alexandria, 
and were entertain'dand encourag'd, advanc'd and reſpeted by the 
Synod, with whom they could not communicate without manifeſt 
Impiety and Prophanation. And whereas A4chanaſivs his Innocency 
was ſo much infilted on, they made this offer, that a ſele& number 
of each Party might be ſent into Egypr, tothe places where the Crimes 
charg'd upon him, had been committed, and might be bound under 
the Obligation of an Oath, to take a faithful account of things ; that 
if the Charge prov falle, they were ready to ſubmit to cenſure, pro- 
miſing never to exhibit any Complaints, either to the Emperors, or 
to any Synod or Biſhop ; but if true, that the other Party ſhould 
ſilently acquieſce in what had been already done. This Propoſal was 
made by thoſe five Commiſhoners, who had been, many years ſince, 
deputed by the Council of Tyre, to go into Mareors to examine and 
report the State of things ; and they now renew'd the ſame Motion 
probably, either to gain time, not knowing but ſome emergent acci- 
dent might intervene, or becauſe they knew they ſhould be able 
there ſucceſsfully to manage the Cauſe to their own Advantage, as 
they had already done heretofore. But the Synod rejefted the Mo- 
tion, having » already by them Authentick Copies of all thoſe As 
and Records, and Witneſles » to atteſt the Truth of things. Being 
thus beaten out of all other Retuges, they fell upon one more abſurd 
and weak than all the reſt, pretending * that they had receiv'd Let- 
ters from the Emperor conceraing his triumphant Vittories againſt 
the Perſsans, and that there was a neceſlity of their departure to aſſiſt 
at thoſe Solemnities. This they iatimared to the Synod by Euſta- 
thius Presbyter of the Church of Sardics, to whom Hoſus in the 
name of the reſt, ſent back this ſhort peremptory Meſſage, that either 
they ſhould ſtand to,” and make good the Charge which they had 
exhibited, and anſwer that which others had given in againſt them, 
or they might aſſure rhemſelves, that the Synod would take the 
Matter pro Confeſſo, and proceed againſt them as Criminals, and acquit 
Athanaſius and his Party. A Meflage which ſerv*d only to nh 
their departare thence. 

V. SOME time it was, that they had now ſtaid at Serdica, which 
we cannot ſuppoſe they ſpent meerly in Wrangling and Contention. 
No, they held frequent Aſſemblies, and though in a private and 
clandeſtine way, kept up the Formalities of a Synod. They plainly 
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ſaw what meaſure they were like to expe from the Council, and 
therefore reſolv'd not to be behind-hand with them. Hereu 
they Synodically proceeded againſt the Heads of the Party, con. 


demning Y and depoſing nat anly Athanaſius, Marcellus, Aſclepas, and » Sr1.3.c.tt 
Pavlvs of Conſtantinople, as the prime Criminals, but as Acceſſories * 5% 


by communicating with them, ſis Biſhop of Card«ba Preſident of 
the Council, Maximinu; of 7 riers, Protogenes of Sardica; Gaudentins 
of Naiſſus, and eſpecially Julius Biſhop of Rome, whom they ſtyle 
the Prince and Captain of all the Miſchief, he who had firſt ſet open the 
door to Communion with wicked and excommunicate P erſons and had m 

way for others to wvialate th: Laws of the Church. At this Bayonius 
: is out of all Patience, What! excommunicate the Head of the 


*4d An1.34% 


Church ? Depoſe the Prince of tha Apaſtolick See ? A piece of Inſo- 2* XX 


lence, he tells us, never before attempted in any Ape by the moſt 
execrable Hereſie. But the Priviledge of the intallible Chair, was 
not. it ſeerns, then under{tood, nor theſe bold men ot. with the 
noiſe of, Thou art Peter. Next they drew up a Confeſſion of Faith, 
wherein they particularly condemn ſome of the Ariaz Propoſitions ; 
a Confeſſion wherein the moſt Critical of the Catholicks found no- 
thing to complain of, but that che word Conſubſtantial was left our ; 


and accordingly it was own'd by $. Hillary*, and is expounded by * 2 Syn. adv. 
him into a very Orthodox ſence. This done, they wrote a very pro- ©/**+335- 
lix Excyclical Epiſtle®, which they publyh'd in the name of the Sar- *£xt.ap.Hilar: 
dican Synod, wherein they give an account of what they had done, *" frag. col 


and of the Biſhops whom they had depos'd, whom they expoſe with 
all contempt imaginable, and load with the bitrereſt Refleions they 
could heap upon them, charging the Governours of the Church, as 
they valued Peace, Order, and Eccieliaſtick Diſcipline, to abſtain 
from all Communion with them, either by word or writing, not to 
ſend Letters to them, or receive any from them, or ſo much as have 
to do with any that did communicate with them, ſubjoyning to the 
Epiſtle, the Confeſſion of their Faich. This decretal Letter the 

diſpatch'd abroad to the Biſhops of ſeveral Countries, and among 

the reſt, to Donatus the Head of that ſchiſmatical FaRtion at Car- 
thaze, hoping that the Dopatiſts who ſtood at ſuch open defiance to 
the Catholicks, might by this means be brought over to their Party. 
And indeed we find the Donaziſts glorying in their Communion with 
the Eaftern Biſhops, and inſiſting upon this Epiſtle of the Sardican 
Synod, ( for as ſuch it paſs'd) as the evidence of it ; and the truth is, 
it ſeems, that for ſome time after, no other Sardjicar Saad was known 
in Africt, but this clancular Convention, which may ſeem the ſtranger, 
_ 5m Biſhop of Carthage was af this tune a Member of the 

ncil. 

VI. THAT all this was done by the Eaſter» Prelates, during 
their ſtay at Sardica, I am ſtrongly te to believe. I know the 
report paſſes currant, uncontradiQed, that ] know of, by any wriger, 
that in their return from Saraic:, they ftaid at Philippopolis, a City 
of Thrace, where they held # Synod, and pas'd the things we have 
but now mention'd, which, rliac they might be fwallowed more 
unſaſpeRted, they gilded over with rhe ſpegious title of the Sard/- 
ca» Synod. Now though I love not needleſly to ſwim againſt the 
Sream, yet | muſt profeſs 1 ſee no -_- to hx the Scene at Phzlip- 
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not 
mention'd by any Writer (that I know of) after him, ancienter than 
the two trifling anonymous Authors in Photizws, who write with little 
certainty, and leſs judgment. Sure I am, *tis not ſo much as once 
hinted by Arhanaſins, then whom none more exact in ſetting down 
theſe Aﬀairs, nor in any of the Letters: which the Synod wrote , 
wherein they give a moſt particular account of things; it being 
equally improbable that they ſhould not know it, and if known, thar 
they ſhouts omit it. Belides, the Eaſtern Biſhops do not only in the 
front of their Epiſtle atfirm, that they celebrated their Council in 
the City of Sardica, but inthe body of it exprelly ſay, that they did 
de Sardica ſeribere*, write the account they there give from Saratca, 
And with what confidence can we imagine men of common Prudence 
ſhould in a publick Epiſtle tell the World, that theſe things were 
done at S$ardica, had it been notoriouſly known /as it muſt be, had 
it been ſo) that they were diſpatch'd at a place an hundred Miles 
diſtant from it ? That which perhaps led Socrates into the miſtake, 
was this. The Exſter» Biſhops in their Journey to Szrarca © held 
many litrle Synods of their own Party by the way in ſeveral Places, 
{and no doubt at Phil:ppopolis amongſt the reſt) where it was agreed 
amongſt them (and thoſe who ſeem'd backward, were threatned 
into compliance) that when they came thither, they ſhould perempto- 
rily refuſe to concur with the Synod, or to put the Aﬀair to the 
iſſue of a Trial, but that having appear'd for faſhion-ſake , ſhould 
break up and depart.” And thus indeed Sozomen * plainly reports it, 
that before they came to Sardica, meeting firſt at Philippopolis, they 
thence wrote to the Weſtern Biſhops at Sardica, to let them know, 
that unleſs they diſmiſs*d Arhanaſivs and his Party, and abſtain'd from 
their Communion, as Perſons already ſentenc'd and depos'd, they 
would in no wiſe joyn with them; and they were as good as their 
word, when they arriv'd at Sardica; where after ſeveral TranſaQi- 
ons to no purpoſe, but rather to the exaſperating of each into a wider 
diſtance, they met /as hetells us) in ſeparate Aſſemblies, and made 
Decrees contrary to each other ; and then immediately ſubjoyns 
what they did in the _—_— of the Biſhops, we mention'd, and in 
the Explication of their Faith, and the circular Epiſtle which they 
wrote upon it ; which is a juſt Repreſentation of things in their due 
place and order. All which Socrates not carefully attending to, con- 
founds what was done at Sardica, with what palſs'd before at Philip- 
popolis, making that the Scene of their Synodical TranſaQions, which 
had been only the Seat of their preparatory Councils. Nor is it the 
only inſtance wherein he. miſtakes, not only in other Caſes, but in 
this very Afﬀair of the Sardicaz Council, as were it worth the while, 1 
could evidently make appear. | 
VII HAVING hs diſpatch'd the Aﬀair of the Oriental Pre- 
lates, let us look next, to what the Fathers inthe mean while did at 
Sardica, Three things, they tell * us, there were that lay before 
them, and which the Emperors by their Letters had left to them to 
be freely diſcuſs'd and ventilated in the Council, the ſoundneſs of 
the Faith, the Caſe of the Perſons accus'd and condemn'd, and an en- 
quiry into the great Evils and Miſchiefs which the Arjan Party were 


reported to have committed in every place. Asto the firſt, however 
Sy Matters 
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Matters of Faith might be debated in 'the Synod, *ris certain they 
made no Synodical Determination inthat Matter. Indeed to the de- 
cretal Epiſtle of the” Council, as *ris exrant in Theodorit ® , there is 
an Appendix containing a large account and Explication of their 
Faith. And it was it ſeems an early Addition ; for Arhanaſins i him- 
ſelf takes notice of it, and cautions againſt it, and withall aſſures us, 
that the Council deftin'd no fuch Matter. He fayes, indeed, that 
ſome men were very hot that a Supplement might be made to the 
Faith agreed on in the Council of Vice, but that the Synod/ vehe- 
mently reje&ted the Motion, and decreed that nothing ſhould be 
farther added to the Faith, declafing that they fully acquieſced in 
the Nicen? Creed, as pious and orthodox, and compleat enough, and 
that no other Form ſhould be admitred, leſt the NVziceze Faith ſhould 
be thought imperfett and inſufficient, and a way laid open for men 
of wanton and petulant Wits to attempt new Creeds, as oft as hu- 
mour or intereſt ſhould inclime them. Accordingly in all ancient 
Copies both in Arhanaſirs and S. Hilary this additional Appendage is 
left out, and it argued either in-ſincerity, or at leaſt great careleſneſs 
in 7heodorit to inſert it. *Tis mention'd alſo by S»zomen *, who 
Þems to make Hofius and Protogenes the principal Contrivers of it , 
and that they were forc'd to write to Julins Biſhop of Rome to excuſe 
it, that they did not thereby intend to derogate from the MNicene 
Faith, but only moreclearly to explain it, leſt the Arians making an 
ill uſe of that ſhort Compendium, ſhould impoſe upon the unwary 
and the unskilful, by putting what ſence they pleas'd upon ir. 

VIII. THE Perſons accus'd, and who were now preſent that 
their Cauſe might be heard and canvas'd in the Synod, were Arha- 
naſins of Al-xandria, Marcellus of Ancyra, and Aſclpas of Gaza, who 
petition'd the Synod that their Accuſers might be ſummon'd to appear 
which che Accuſers obſtinately retuſing/though particularly challeng'd 
to'r by the Defendants more than once) the Fathers proceeded to 
take cognizance of their ſeveral Caſes. And firſt for Athanaſins | , 
they caus'd all the Afts and Proceedings of the Synod of Tyre, 
and the Informations that had been taken in Mareoti, to be pro- 
duc'd and read, and every particular to be throughly ſcann'd, and 
the Witnefles that were brought out of B-yp# to be examin'd, and 
having accurately debated the whole Matter, and found it from firſt 
to laſt, nothing but a train of Malice and Villany, and being con- 
firm'd in it by the notorious Tergiverfation of the adverſe Party, 
who qdurſt nor abide the Frial, or make good the Charge they had 
exhibited, they pronounc'd him innocent of the Crimes wherewith 
he had been defam'd, reftor'd him to his See, and with all the De- 
monſtrations of Love and Kmdnefs, of reſpett and honour, embrac'd 
and entertain'd him, Next cate on the Cauſe of Marcelizs Biſhop 
of Ancyra, He had been long fince ſentenc'd and deposd by the Ex- 
{b;an FaRtion- in the Conventicle at Conſtantinople, for ſome un-or- 
rhodox Aﬀertions in his Writings, tending to the Herefie of Pau/ of 
S$1:ſits. Theſe he now explaityd" , and ſhew'd that his Adverſa- 
r1es had maliciouſly Serverted and miſrepreſented his m—_— urg- 
ng thoſe as dogrnatical Aﬀertions, which he had only Problematr- 
cally handled by way of. Queſtion. The Synod approv'd his De- 
Cckiration, arid- accordingly _ and- reſtor'd him. But _—_ 
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pended him from Communion. | appar with him, the Council . 
acquitted A4/cl-pas Biſhop of Gaza, he making it appear by the AQs 
of the Synod of Avtioch (which he then producd) that even then 
when his Accuſers were there preſent to manage the Cauſe againſt 
him, he had been abſolv'd by the Sentence of rhat Synod. 

IX. NEXT they proceeded to enquire into- the carriage of the 
other Party, and the intolerable Miſchiefs and Injuries which they 
had done to the Catholick Biſhops and Churches. And here they met 
with nothing but Blood and Smoak, and a {ad Face of things : the 

ood Fathers were entertain'd with diſmal and tragical Stories ® of 
ome that had been threatned, others condemned upon falſe and 
ſuborn'd Accuſations, ſome beaten, others wounded, and ſome di- 
reftly murdered, many loaded and almoſt ſtrangled with Iron- 
Chains, more impriſond, ſome whereof were ſtifled with the 
noyſomneſs of the Priſon, multitudes baniſh'd, and that into the moſt 
miſerable and uncomfortable Places, where hunger and nakedneſs 
would not fail to diſpatch them ; Churches had been ſer on fire, 
devout Virgins ſtrippd and rifled, and the common Goals filled with 
men of the holy Order. And this for no other reaſon, but becauſe 
they refus'd to enter into the 4ria» Communion, All which was 
ready to be atteſted, partly by the Confeſſors themſelves then pre- 
ſent in the Council, partly by Deputies ſent by thoſe that were ab- 
ſent, whole Churches having ſear Commiſſioners to repreſent their 
Complaints and Grievances to the yany Upon Conſideration of 
the whole Afﬀair, it was concluded, that they ſhould proceed againſt 
the prime Heads of the Faftion,thoſe who had been chief Authors and 
Inſtruments of ſo many Evils and Miſchiefs to the Chriſtian World ; 
and thereupon ? condemned and deposd Bafi/ Biſhop of Axrcyra, 
Quintianus of Gaza, Theodorus of Heraclea, Narciſſus of Hier apolis, 
Acacins of Ceſarea, Stephen of Antioch, Urſacius of Singidanum, V alens 
of arſe, Menophantus of Epheſus, George of Laodicea, baniſhing them 
from the Communion of the Faithful, it being but fit (fay they) that 
they who ſeparate the Son from the Father, ſhould themſelves bs 
ſeparated from the Catholick Church ; bur eſpecially in paſſing ſen- 
tence againſt Gregory the Arian Intruder at Alexandria, they ſhew'd a 
particular Deteſtation, pronouncing him not. only to have been no 
| hy the name of a Chriſtian, nulling all Ordina- 

tions made-by him, and forbidding any to bear that CharaQter, that 
had receiv'd Orders from him. This done, they wrote 4 to the 
Clergy and the Church of Alexandris, to receive Athanaſius as their 
lawful Biſhop, whom they had found, and adjudg'd Innocent of the 
things charg'd upon him, warning all thoſe who had any wayes com- 
municated with Gregory and his Party, to repent and withdraw, and 
return to the Communion of the Catholick Church. They wrote * 
alſo to Julius of Rome, —_— to impart what had been tranl- 
atted in the Council to the Biſhops of Traly, Sicily, and 8ardinia, leſt 
being impos'd upon by the adverſe Party, they might receive com- 
municatory 
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municatory Letters from them. Beſides this, they drew up (as is 
uſual in ſuch Caſes) a Circulare or | -— Epiſtle c*o all the Fiore " Ext. ap. Ath, 
of the Catholick Church, giving a [rum account of what Som 
had paſs'd from the firſt meeting of the Council, deſiring them to 
look upon the Perſons they had condemned, as under a juſt Anarhems, 
andto have no manner of Communion with' them, and that th 
would ratifie the Sentence and Judgment of the Synod, by adding 
their own Suffrage and Subſcription to it. Which was according] 
done , the Synodical Determination being ſubſcribed by ar leaf 
CCCXLIV. Biſhops. Laſtly, having form'd and agreed upon XXI. 
+ Canons concerning the Rites and good Government and Diſcipline of 
Eccleſiaſtick Matters, and concluded upon an Addreſs with Letters 
to the Emperors, to be ſent by ſome of their own Body, the Council 
broke up, andthe Fathers return'd home to their ſeveral Sees. 
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SECT. 'VIIL. 


His Afts from the time of the Saxdican Comncil, till the. Death of 
Pope Julius, | 


Conſtans his ſmart Meſſage to his Brother Conſtantius, in behalf of 
Athanaſius. The wigorous Peyſecution rais'd by the Arians againſt the 
Catholicks. The cold entertainment of the Sardican Legats at the * 
Court of Conſtantius. A willainous Plot againſt one of the Legats de- 
teffed and puniſh'd. Conſtantius's Relaxation of the Severities againſt 
the Catholicks, why. The death of Gregory the Arian Biſhop of Alex- 
andria, Athanaſius recal*d by ſeveral Letters from Conſtantius, 
His taking leave of the Weſtern Parts, and arrival at the Court at 
Antioch. What Diſcourſe paſsd between him and the Emperoy. 
Conſtantius his Letters and Reſcripts in his behalf, His poſitive de- 
nial of a Church to the Arians at Alexandria, requeſted by the Empe- 
ror ; his Journey towards Alexandria. The firſt occaſion of Apollinaris 
his ſtarting afide from the Catholick Church. A Synod aſſembled at 
Jeruſalem, which entertaind Athanaſius, and gave hint Communica- 
tory Letters, Conſtantius his kind M:ſſage ro him upon the Death 
of Conſtans. His coming to Alexandria, and the mighty Expreſſi- 
ons of joy for his return. His compoſing the State of that Church. 
Urſacius and Valens deſire Reconciliation ; their- Libel of Satisfattion 
ſent to him. His making uſe of a Church not yet dedicated, without 
the Emperor's leave. The ill uſe made of this by his Enemies. The 
freſh attempts of the Arians . againſt him. Their Adareſs to the Em- 
peror to that purpoſe. 'The Crimes charg'd upon him. Letters forg'd 
in his name. A Synod holden at Sirmium againſt Photinus. A Con- 
feſſion of Faith drawn up in general Terms. The Diſputation between 
Photinus ard Baſil of Ancyra, The miſtake of Socrates aud ſome 
others about this Council. Conſtantius's march againſt Magnentius, 
The impoſture usd by Valens Biſhop of Murla to gain favour with the 
Emperor. | 


of their Synodical Tranſactions to Conſt antivs, were Vin: 

centius Biſhop of Capua, and Euphrat.z« Biſhop of Co/-y 

Together with whom (fayes Theodorit *, rhough others not impro- 
bably ſuppoſe it was not till ſome time after) the Emperor Con// 
ſent Salias, a General in the Army, a Perſon renown'd for his Juſtice 
and Piety. Their buſineſs was, to prevail with the Emperor to yu 
the Decrees of the- Synod in Execution, and to permit the ejected 
Biſhops, whom they had reſtored, quietly to return to their ſeveral 
Sees. And indeed, if it be true what Socrates * reports, Conſtans 
wrote te-his Brother with ſome {martneſs in this manner. Atha- 
naſius and Paulus are here with me, whoſe Cauſe having enquit'd into, 
I find they. are perſteuted, upon the account of Religion. If therefore you 
will engage to reſtore them to their Sees, and: ta proceed: againſt MOR 
4ve 


I. T Perſons deputed by the Council to carry an: account 
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if you ſhall refuſe to do this, take notice, that I my ſelf will come thither, 
and reſtore them their Sees whether you will or yo. This Letter is not 
mention'd by Athanaſias himſelf, nor can it be aſſign'd to the time 
of the Sardican Synod, Paulus being at that time in quiet Poſſeſſion 
of his See of Conſtantinople, and theretore muſt neceſſarily be referred 
to ſome time preceding that Council, when Paul was under his ſe- 
cond Exile. But whatever Meſſages were ſent to the Eaſtern Coutt, 
they avaid little, their Enemies _ got the ſtart, and-in all 
places having barr'd up the Doors againſt chem. For immediatel) 
upon their return from Sardica,they ſo wrought » upon that Emperor's 


heve anjuſtly created them all this trouble, I will ſend them to you: But 


” Ath.ad Slit: 


eaſie and credulous Temper, that he gave them leave to proceed. ?-535- 


againſt the Catholick Party, which they did with all imaginable 
Force and Cruelty, eſpecially _ the Biſhops and Clergy. Some 
they loaded with the heaviel Calumnies, others they baniſh'd, 
others they put to death, as at Adriaxople, where, with the aſſiſtance 
of their old. truſty Friend Count Phzlagrivs, they beheaded mariy, 
(the Monuments of which ſavage Inhumanity, Arhanaſixs tells us, he 
himſelf law without the City at his return) and when Lacias the 
Biſhop reprov'd their impious Practices, they bound him neck and 
hands with Chains, and ſent him into Exile, where he died. Edits 
they procur'd from the Emperor for the caſting them out of all Cities 
and Churches, and putting them to death where-ever they ſhould 
be found, and that all Ports and Gates ſhould be ſtrictly watch'd 
that if any of the Biſhops reſtor'd by the Synod, ſhould .return to 
their Biſhopricks, they might be immediately apprehended ; and 
paves the advantage of the publick Poſts, Meſſengers were diſpatch'd 
into all 

Proceedings, they either ſcourg'd them like Slaves, or impriſon'd, 
or baniſh'd them. And for A:hanaſts and his faithful Clergy, Edits 
were particularly direQed to the Governors of that City, that if 
any of them came thither, or did bur ſet their foot within the Bor- 
ders, they ſhould be forthwith put to death. And of them that re- 
main'd there, two Presbyters, and three Deacons had been already 
banilh'd into Armenia. 

IT. THE Legats, in the mean while, proceeded forwards in their 
Joutney, and arriv'd at the imperial Court at Aztioch, whiere the 
met with but cold entertainment. For the Aria Fattion had 7 
block*d up all Paſſages, that there was little hope their Embaſſy 
ſhould ſucceed. Nay, not content to ruine them by publick and oper 
Violence, they endeavoured by ſecret and helliſh Arts to blaſt and 
ſmother the Reputation of theſe venerable Biſhops at their firſt 
Arrival. ” For which end a Plot * is fet on foot, contrived by Ste- 
phen Biſhop of Axtioch, and carried on by him and his Clergy, and 
ſuch leud Perſons as they had drawn into the Conſpiracy, which in 
ſhort was thus. An infamous Strumpet was by night introduc'd into 
the Biſhop's Lodgings by one Oxager, a Fellow of a moſt debauch'd 
and flagitious Life, he himſelf with fifteen of his Afociates being 
nearat hand to aſſiſt and carry on the Plot. And to mend the mat- 
ter, it was the time of Eaſter, when this Scene was laid. Some of 
the Family being before-hand corrupted, the Woman is let in, and 
having ſtript her felf, went direQly to the apartment where the 
Bihops 


Parts, and where they met with any that diſallowed their 
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Biſhops lodg'd: The firſt ſhe entred was that of Euphrates, the elder 
Biſhop of the two, whom ſhe found aſleep ; but awaking with the 
noiſe, and finding by her voice that .it was a Woman, he began to 
ery out itt a great amazement, ſuppoſing it to be ſome D.emoz that 
had aſſum'd a Female {hape. The Woman (who had been made to 
believe, that a young Gentleman newly come to Town had deſired 
her company that night) perceiving that *twas a grave ancient Bj. 
{hop, was as much ſurpriz'd on the other (ide, and preſently ſhriek'd 
and cryed out aloud, nor could all that Oxager and his Party could 
ſay, ſtill her clamour, and perſwade her to go on with. the Deſign, 
In ſhort, the Family is rais'd, the Woman and ſeven of the Con Pi- 
rators are taken, and ſecur'd till next Morning, when (the whole 
City flocking at the rumor of ſo ſtrange a Paſſage) the Matter is 
heard and examin'd before the Emperor in the Pallace, where it is 

ickly brought to light, the Woman confeſſing who 'twas that had 
oP her on, and he impeaching Onager as the Verſon that had aRed 
him, and Ozeger caſting the original Contrivance of all upon Sre- 
phen the Biſhop. The iſſue was, that the Biſhops then at Court, 
were commanded by the Emperor and the Judges to depoſe Stephey, 
and place another in his room. Which was immediately done : {6 
ſignally did his malicious and diabolical Proje& recurn upon his own 

cad. 

IIL HOW powerfully does the divine Providence many times 
over-rule the attempts of bad men, to an end quite contrary to their 
Deſigns and ExpeRations ! This unfortunate enterprize not only fail'd 
in the main Intention, but a little awakned the mind of Conſtantin; 
and made him ſuſpe& that Cauſe'could not be very good, that need- 
ed ſuch impious Artifices to ſupport it. Hereupon he began to relax 
the ſeverity that had beea us'd, commanded the Deacons and Presby- 
ters that had been baniſh'd into Armenia, to return, and wrote ex- 
prelly to Alexandria to _ all Proceedings againſt Athanaſius and his 
Party. Indeed there had paſs'd of late ſeveral diſpatches between 
him and his Brother Conſtaxs about this Matter, in one y whereof 
(as we noted before) Conftans plainly told him, that unleſs 4rhanaſing 
were ſuddenly reſtored, and his Enemies call'd to an account, he 
himſelf woold come un Perſon, and re-ſettle him by force of Arms. 
This ſmart Meſſage, her with what accidents had fince enſued, 
turn'd the Scale with him, who calling ſome: of his Biſhops toge- 
ther, communicated to them his thoughts about theſe Matters, and 
eſpecially about the rupture that was like to enſue between him and 
his Brother. Their Advice was, that the leaſt of Evils was to be 
choſen,and that it were better Arbanzſis ſhould be reſtored to his See, 
than the State of the Empire put to the hazards of a Civil War. And 
the Council at this time was very wi rudent, Conſtantive be- 


ſe and 
ing engap'd in & tedious and not very ſuccelifal War againſt the King 
Perſe, an Enemy big enough alone to employ the whole Strengt 
of the Es/berws Egnpire. But nothing more contributed to this com- 
polure, than the death of Gregary the Aria Biſhop of Alexandria, 
* 4th.ub; ſur, Who dyed * (not murthered by the Citizens as Theodorit * makes 
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him by a miſtske for his Succefſor) ten Months after the late Tranſ- 
ation at Sardis, And now the Chair, fo much contended for, be- 
ing vacaat, Conffautiua might with a more plauſible Sa/vo to his 

h honour, 
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honour recall 4:han4ſizz5 to repoſſeſs it. To which purpoſe he wrote | 
b to his Brother Coxſtans, deliring him that he would perſwade and * 4th. 4poi.It. 
expedite his return, aſſuring him that for a whole+yeat he had ex- LO 
peatcd it, and had ſultered nothing to be done to his prejudice at 
Alexandria, commanding alſo ſeveral of his great Miniſters of State 
towrite to the ſame purpoſe. Next he ſent Letters to Athanaſins to 
haſten his return, and that more than once, as we ſhall ſee by and 
by, when we have firſt remark'd Arhanaſius his Motions ſince the time 
we laſt parted from him. | | 

IV. NO ſooner was the Sardican Synod broken up, but Athanaſius 
« betook himſelf to Naiſſzs, a City in. Dacia, in the Company (as * 4th. 4jol.ad 
js probable) of Gaudenrius Biſhop of that place, who gave him, no ©! ?; 52 
doubt, a very wellcome entertainment, where he receiv'd Letters * * * 
from the Emperor. Coxſtans, acquainting him, *tis Iike, how he had 
been tranſaCting with his Brother on his behalf. Hence he remov'd 
to Aquileia in Italy, where Letters from Co:ſtantins found him, giving 
him leave, and inviting him to return. The firſt that came was in 


this Form © . 4 Ext. ap. Aths 
Apol.Il. p:5 97» 
Socr.l.2. 6. 23« 


Þ. 107» 
ConsTaxTIUus the Auguſt, the Conqueror, to 
ATHANAS1us the Biſhop. 


UR Compaſſion and Clemency will not ſuffer you any longer to be 
() toſs'd upon the Waves of a ſtormy and tempeſt uous Sea; and though 
in [uch mean and miſerable Circumſtances, driven out of your Country; 
deſpoil'd of your Goods; and forc'd to wander up and down in wild and 
Sconſolate Places, yet has not our unwearied Piety been regardleſs of you: 
We-have indeed hitherto defer'd to intimate to you this ready Declara- 
tion of our good Will, becauſe we expetted you ſhould have come of your 
own accord, and have beſought us to give remedy to your Troubles; But 
becauſe *tis like fear has detaind you from this Courſe, we have ſent you 
theſe our gracious Letters, that forthwith you may ſecurely come into our 
preſence, to the end, that your drſires being granted, and having taſted 
of our kindneſs and benionity, you may be reſtor'd to ygur Friends, your 
Poſſeſſions, and Country, For the ſame purpoſe I have written to my 
Lord and Brother the Emperor Conſtans, deſiring him to give you leave 
to return, that ſo by the mutual Conſent of both being reſtor'd to your Seez 
jou may have an equal inſtance of our grace and favour. 


After this, came a ſecond Letter © to reinforce the ſecurity pro- « xxt.tuci ct; 
miſed in the former, and to grant him the liberty of the publick cat- | 
riages for his more ſpeedy conveyance to Court. But all this aſſu- 
rance did not = wholly conquer his Sufpition and Jealouſie, not 
knowing whether under theſe ſpecious pretences, ſome fnares might 


not be laid to entrap him. While therefore he hovered in this doubt- 
ful uncertainty, a third * Letter came, gently taking notice of his « xx, ividy 
delayes, and earneſtly quickning his departure. *Twas ſent by Achi- 
tz5 a Deacon, to whom the Emperor refer'd him for a more full Sa- 
tshation in rhat Matter, So that now abandoning all fears, he firmly 
teloly'd toreturn, | 
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'V. BUT before his departure from A4quileia, he receiv'd a Sum. 

s Ath. 4p. ad fnons s from the Emperor Coxſtans to come to him into France. In 
_— _ obedience whereunto, he took his Journey by Rome, that he might 
©14. $5.52. take his leave of Pope Julius and his Friends there, and thank them 
c. 20. þ: 532. for the Civilities wherewith he had been treated in that place. Good 
News it was to them at Rome to underſtand this nappy turn of Aﬀairs, 

they looking upon it as a hopetul Preſage, that the Eatery Court 

would now undertake the Patronage of the Catholick Cauſe. And 

 xxt.Fpih.a. to add to the joy of his coming home, Julius wrote to the Church 
46.4 -F of Alexandria, to congratulate with them for the return of their be: 
oe” loved Biſhop, a Perſon whoſe eminent Sufferings had mide him illu- 
ftrious through the World, and to commend them for their conſtant 

kindneſs and affe&tion to him, .not doubting but they would receive 

him with all poſſible joy and chearfulneſs. Thus leaving Rowe, and 

having diſpatch'd his attendance upon the Emperor Coanſftans, he put 

himſelf upon his Journey into the Eaſf, and being honourably eq- 

tertain'd and diſmiſs at every place, came at laſt to Antioch, where 
Conſtantins received him with great Humanity, and gave him leave to 

return quietly to his See, with Letters directed to the Governors for 

hisſafe conduQ, and free paſlage thither. The good Biſhop ſecure 

! 4th.a4 Solit. in the Conſcience of his own Innocency, complaind i of the Calami- 
Þ« 637: ties and tle Calumnies he had ſuffered, deſiring the Emperor that 
his Enemies might not be admitted to exhibit any more Slanders 

againſt him behind his back, that his Majeſty would be pleasd now 

to call his Accuſers before him, that he m_ refute and convince 

them face to face.” This the Emperor would not aſſent to, but told 

him, that whatever Calumnies had been entred upon Record againſt 

him, ſhould þe aboliſhd, and that for the future he would receive no 
ſlanderous Infinuations againſt him, wherein nothing '{hould alter his 
Reſolution, All which, he did not only ſimply promiſe, but Seal 

k& »xt.Epi8.a9. With the Solemnity of an Oath. Accordingly he wrote * in his be- 
th. 4pol.ll.&- half to the Biſhops and Clergy of the Catholick Church, to let 
Seer: 19c% 2% them know that the moſt reverend Athanaſis being reſtor'd both by 
the Synodal and Imperial Sentence, he expeCted that all Atts and 

Decrees heretofore made againſt him and his Party, ſhould be buried 

in Oblivion, and that not the leaſt Jealouſie ſhould remain, and that 

the Clergy of his Party ſhould be re-admitted to all thoſe Privi- 

Ext. ubi ſipr. ledges which they had heretofore enjoyd, He wrote likewile to the 
. Laity of Alex4x4ria to the ſame purpoſe, that they ſhould with all 
readineſs receive their Biſhop, one univerſally renown'd for the Piety 

of his Manners, and the Integrity of his Lite, that they ſhould joyn 

in Communion, and live in all Peace and Concord with him, and ' 

that if any ſhould attempt to raiſe Tumults and Seditions, he had gi- 

ven order to the Judges, that they ſhould be puniſh'd according to 

Frt. iid, Law. A thirdReſcript was direQted to Neftorizs the Augnſtal PreteCt, 
and to the reſpeCtive Governors of Auguſtamnica, Thebais, and Libya, 
commanding, that whatever had been inſerted into the publick Re- 

cords of Egypt, to the ſcandal and prejudice of Athanaſius and his 

Party, ſhould be defac'd and raz'd out, and that they ſhould be in- 

tirely re-inſtated in their former Priviledges and Immunities, The 

Arians (who beheld all this with an evil Eye) not being able to hin- 


der it, reſolvd however to make ſome advantage of theſe immenſe 
Favours, 
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Favours, which the Emperor had confer $ upon Athaneſias, and there- 
upon prompted | him in -confideration of ſo many —_— to 
requeſt this one kindneſs from him, that of all the Churches of Alex- 
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aniria, he would grant one for thoſe that were of a different Com- p.85.Rapin..1. 


munion from him. To whom the Biſhop modeſtly replied, 1: ir 
your Power, Sir, to command and do whatever you pleaſe, nor ſhall T at- 
tempt to contradict you, but your Majefty, I hope, will not think it un- 
reaſonable, for me to beg the like favour from you, that here at Antioch 
and elſewhere, one Church may be allox*d: to the Catholicks, for thaſe that 
are of their own Communion. The Emperor could not _ the requeſt 
to be fair and juſt, which the Arias perceiving, let fall the Motion, 
well knowing, that if granted, their Se& would do little good at 
Alexanaria, where Athanaſius was held in ſuch a mi hty Eſteem and 
Veneration, that he would rather dayly diminiſh and drain their Par- 
ty, whereas at Antioch the Catholicks were numerous, and though 
themſelves govern there with ſo much Authority, yet could they 
not generally bring qver the People to their ſide. 

VI. ALL things\ running thus ſmooth and eafie, Athanaſius ſet 
out in his Journey towards Alexandria, Coming to Laodicea” , he 
was very familiarly attended by Apollinaris, a man of polite Parts 
and Learning, and one of the Clergy in that City, who forno other 
Reaſon, than this Civility to Athanaſius, was inſtantly excommuni- 
cated by George the Arian Biſhop of that place, and the Sentence be- 
ing obſtinately perſiſted in, is ſaid to have given the firſt occaſion to 
Apollinaris to (tart aſide, and ſet up a Sea of his own. Hence he 
went into Paleſtine, where he 'was paray entertaind by Maximus 
Biſhop of Jeru/a/em a venerable Conteſſor (who under the Maximi- 
nian Perſecution had loſt an Eye, and the ule of his right Leg in the 
defence of the Faith) who aſſembling a Synod of neighbor-Biſhops, 
they unanimouſly receiv'd him to Communion, and wrote ® to the 
Biſhops of Egypt and Libyz, and to the Clergy of Alexandria to this 
Effet ; © That they could never ſufficiently magnifie the goodneſs of 
* God, that after ſo diſmal a face of things had ſo wonderfully re- 
© ſtor'd their true Biſhop and Paſtor, the Fruit of their many Prayers 
* and Tears, that they themſelves had embrac'd him, and communi- 
© cated with him, and as Evidences of it had ſent theſe Communica- 
© tory Letters, and that next to their gratitude to God, they were 
* bound to pray for the happineſs of the Emperors, by whoſe favour 
© he had obtain'd ſo honourable a Reſtitution. This Letter, ſubſcribd 
by fixteen Biſhops, was delivered to Athanaſius, who took his leave 
and departed. But while he was thus on his way, an accident hap- 
ned, that had like to have ſpoil'd the whole Scheme of his Afﬀairs, 
] mean the death of the Emperor Conſtans, treacheroully ſlain by 
Maznentins in France ; a Prince of great Zeal and Piety towards the 
Church, and a particular Friend and Patron to Arhavaſins. With him 
twas thought would fall the Proſperity of Athanaſius, and indeed 
the Arians began now to think the day their own, and toconclude, 
that for all his haſt, he ſhould never ſee Alexandria. The loſs of fo 
great a Patron, and the terror of ſuch potent Enemies, could not but 
ſtartle the good man, when on a ſudden theſe black Clouds that 
leem'd gathering about him , were diſpelPd by a kind M 
from Conſtantins , ſent by Palladins Controuler of the — 
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and Aſfterius Governor of Armenia, who brought him the following 


® Ext. ap. Ath. o 
Apol. ad Conſt. Letter 2, 


p- 536. & ad 
Spit. þ. 638. 


ConsTANTIUS the Anguſt, the Conqueror to 
ATHANASIUS, 


OW earneſtly T ever wiſh'd all Happineſs and Proſperity to my 
Brother Conſtans, you are not ignorant, and with what trouble 

and reſentment I entertain'd the News of his being cut off by barbarous and 
wicked hands, you may eaſily imagine. And becauſe there are not wanting 
ſome, who in this calamitous time, will be ready to terrifie you with fright- 
ful Rumors, we have thought good to dire® theſe our Letters to you, ex- 
horting and commanding you, that as becomes a Biſhop, you go on to in- 
ftrutt and build up the People in the true Religion, and as you were wont, 
to attend to the Miniteries of Devotion and Prayer, giving no heed to 
wain idle Stories. For that I am firmly purpos'd, according to my former 
Reſolution, that you ſhall conſtantly continue Biſhop of that See. The di- 


vine Providence preſerve you, dear Father, many years. 


VII ENCOURAGED with this Meſſage, Arhanaſins finiſh'd 
the remainder of his Journey, arriving at Alexararia Ann. Chr.CCCL. 
near nine years ſince his laſt departure, and more than two full years 
ſince his Reſtitution by the Sard/ca Council. The long time of his 
abſence, and the many and great Calamities he had ſuffered in de- 
fence of the Faith, did not a Netle enhance the Joyes and Triumphs 


e 4th. Solit. of his return. The Biſhops ? and Clergy, and People from all Parts 


Cee flock'd to meet him, at once glad to fee their beloved Biſhop unex- 


peedly return'd, and to find themſelves reliey'd of the Yoke of 
thoſe, who had hitherto cruelly lorded it over them, and exercis'd 
a Tyranny both over their Perſons and their Conſciences. . Publick 
Feaſts and Entertainments were made up and down the City, and 
that God alſo might have his ſhare of Praiſe and Honour, ſacred So- 
lemnities were omanty kept, and that with more than ordinary 
ſtrains of Devotion, People exhorting one another to a mighty Zeal 
and Conſtancy in Religion. And ſo far were even ſome young men 
and women tranſported, as upon this occaſion to dedicate themſelyes 
to a ſtrifter courſe of Piety : Alms and Charity were diſtributed with 
a liberal hand, the hungry were fed, the naked cloath'd, Widows 
and Orphans provided for; the great Contention was, who ſhould 
expreſs moſt forwardneſs in as of Piety and Vertue, ſo that every 
Family ſeem'd to be turn'd into a little Church, In firm, that 
Church which of late was over-run with nothing but Diſorder and 
Confuſion, was now happily bleſs'd with a profound admirable Peace, 
and Athanaſius not only honour'd at home, but careſs'd and ſaluted by 
Biſhops from abroad, Letters of Peace frequently paſſing between 
him and them. But above all others, the Caſe of Ur/acius and Va- 
lens, the one Biſhop of Singidunum, the other of Mur/a, is eſpecially 
remarkable. Men they were of unſetled Principles, and of a light 
deſultory Temper, apt to turn as the Wind blew from any Quarter ; 
great Inſtruments theF had been of the Arian Party in all gym 
ceedings 
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ceedings againſt Arhanaſius,depos'd by Julius Biſhop of Romegreſtord up- 


on their Profeſſion of Repentance in theConvention at Mil/anzbut imme- 
diately apoſtatizing,were again condemn in the Synod of Sardica. And 
finding now that Arhanaſins was likely to be received into favour in the 
Eaſtern Court,they again tackt about,and in the year CCCXLIK exhi- 
bit a Libel 4 of fatisfaQtion to Pope Julius, wherein they openly con- 
fels, that whatever Crimes they had heretofore charg'd upon Arha- 
zafins, were falſe, and had been all forgd by them, and were of no 
force and value ; that they now pray*'d for Pardon, and were hearti- 
ly deſirous to entertain Communion with Athanaſius, expreſly con- 
Smning Arius tor an Heretick, and all thoſe that ſided with him. 
To Athanaſius allo, ſome time after, they wrote this following 


Letter *. 


To our Lord and Brother Athanaſsus the Biſhop, 
Urſacins and Lalens Biſhops. 


Dear Brother, 

T4 KING the opportunity of Moles our Brother and Fellow- Pres. 
byters coming to you, by him we heartily ſalute you from Aquileia, 

wiſhing you health, and that our Letters may come ſafe to your peruſal, 

And hereby ſhall we be ſatisfied in your acceptance, if you alſo pleaſe to write 

back to us. For by theſe our Letters, we give you to underſtand, that we 

hold with you the Peace and Communion of the Church. God keep you, 

Brother. 


After which they freely ſubſcrib'd to thoſe Communicatory Let- 
ters, which Athanaſius by Peter and Irenews his Presbyters, and Am- 
monins a Laick, had ſent up and down to the ſeveral Biſhops of the 
——_—— Church, that they ought to teſtifie their Communion with 

im, 

VIII. THE firſt thing of note he did after his return, was to 
aſſemble © the Biſhops of his Province, who confirm'd the Decrees of 
the Sardica Council, and what had been done in the late Synod at 
Jeruſalem. So that all prejudices ſeem'd now to be laid aſleep, and 
the Ar;ax Intereſt in thoſe Parts went down the Wind apace, the Peo- 
ple flocking in ſuch vaſt numbers to the publick Aſſemblies, that the 
Churches were not able to contain them. There was at Alexan- 
aria * a ſtately Fabrick call'd Hadrianum (probably becauſe built b 
the Emperor Adrian) and afterwards the Licinian or Royal mc 
* ; this in the Reign of Conftantins, was repair'd and turn'd into a 
Church, and call'd Ceſare, or the Great Church, begun it had been 
in the time of Gregory the Arian Biſhop, and was now brought to 
perfeQion by Athanaſius, but yet had not receiv'd the Solemnity of a 
Dedication. Hither * in the Eafter Holidayes (when the Congre- 
gations were throng'd with a more than ordinary confluence of Peo- 
ple) it was importunately demanded, that the People might be ad- 
mittedto aſſemble, and that Prayers and the holy Euchariſt might be 
adminiſtred, as a place more capable of Reception, and to avoid that 
Crowd and Confuſion that attended the leſſer Churches, —_ 

us? 
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us'd all prudent Arts to put them off, and to delay the time till leave 
might be obtain'd ro dedicate the Church, but the People impatient, 
plainly told him, that if their deſires were not preſently granted, they 
would leave the Town, and aſſemble in the open Fields, being willing 
rather to undergo a Journey abroad, than to celebrate the Feſtiva] 
with ſo much trouble and inconveniency at home. In the Pexrecoſtal 
Solemnities the Conflux. being till greater, and the importunities of 
the People more loud and clamorous, he was wearied with them, and 
finding that ſeveral borh young and aged Perſons had been almoſt 
crowded todeath, he was forc'd at length to comply with their re. 
queſt, and to permit —_ to be held in that place. Which 
how it was improv'd by his Adverſaries into a formal Charge and Ac- 
cuſation, we ſhall ſee anon. 
IX. WHILE the Church of 4/-xandri4 enjoy*d this ferene and 
flouriſhing Seaſon, under the condu&t and influence of its venerable 
Prelate, another Storm began to threaten, and the Clouds to return 
after Rain. Sooner may ſore Eyes endure the light of the Sun, than 
Envy and Malice digeſt the Proſperity of its Enemies. The Arians 
were not a little vex'd to ſee A4thanaſins live in ſo much Honor at home, 
and Eſtimation abroad, and the Catholick Intereſt proſper ſo in every 
place, and therefore reſolve now upon freſh attempts againſt him, 
And firſt ” they deal with Urſacins and Yalens, whom they per- 
{wade to recant their Recantation, pretending their penitential Con- 
feſſion to have been extorted through tear of the Emperor Cox/tans. 
Next at a common Conſult it was agreed, that they ſhould make an 
Addreſs to Conſtantins, which they did to this effe&t. © We told 
* you, Sir, from the beginning, though we had not the happineſs to 
« be believ'd, what would enſue upon your recalling Athanaſsus, that 
< thereby you would undermine and ruine our Party, he being all 
« along our profeſt open Enemy, whom he ceaſes not to anathema. 
« tize, and to inveigh againſt in the Writings which he diſperlſes 
&* through the World, fo that almoſt all imbrace his Communion ; 
© and even of thoſe who were of our own fide, ſome have already 
&« gone over to him, and others ſtand ready for it. We in the mean 
* while being deſerted on all hands, our Cauſe is in danger of being 
* expos'd, and not we only, but your Majeſty to be accounted an 
© Heretick, and perhaps to be thruſt down into the loweſt and worſt 
* rank of them, that of the Marichees. Renew tlierefore your Pro- 
** ceedings againſt them, and undertake the Patronage of a Party, that 
'* truly owns you for their Emperor. 
X. AND that they might not ſeem to preſs this without ſome 
plauſible pretence, certain new Charges are fram'd againſt him, and 


* 4th. 4pol. ad exhibited to the Emperor ; as *, that he had uſurp'd upon the impe- 


rial Authority, by preſuming, of his own head, to celebrate the 
Encenia, the feſtival Dedication of the great Church at Alexandria, 
a thing that might not be done without expreſs Warrant from the 
Emperor : that y he had by Letters, held treaſonable correſpon- 
dence with the Tyrant Megnentius, who having murdered the Em- 
peror Conſt ans in France, had invaded the imperial Dignity, and to 
out-face the Matter, pretetided that they had a Copy of the Letters. 
In which there was no more Truth, no nor ſhadow of a Foundation 
whereon to build ſuch a Story, further than that Maznertivs ſending 

Embaſſadors 
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Embaſſadors to Conſtantius (whereof two were Biſhops; - Servatins of 
Tonoren, and Maximinus of [riers, and two of the Nobility, Counts 
Clement and Valens) they put in at Alexandria, where the Biſhops 
as being Catholick Prelates, and his ancient and intimate Friends; 
were courteoully treated by Athanaſius ; which was but an a of 
common kindneſs and gratitude, they being his old acquaintance, by 
whom, in the time of his Baniſhment, and at his loweſt ebb, he had 
been generoully own'd and entertain'd., And though at the ſame 
time, to the very face of the other Embaſſadors, and in the preſence 
of ſeveral great Officers of Conſtantins, he declar'd his ſeyereſt De- 
teſtation of Mz2zentins his Proceedings, and publickly pray'd for 
Conſtantins his Happineſs and Proſperity, and afterwards pray'd the 
Emperor ſtriftly to examine the Matter, and offered himſelf to un- 
dergo a thouſand deaths, if bur the juft Suſpition of any ſuch thing 
could be prov'd againſt him, for the Letters pretended, how eafie 
was it to counterfeit his, yea even the Emperor's own hand, beſides 
that, his own Amanuenſes were ready to make Oath, that he never 
wrote any ſuch Letter, and he dcfir'd that Magrentius his Secretaries 
might be examin'd, whether any ſuch ever came to their hands.) 
Yer did it ſervea preſent turn well enough, to prejudice and exaſpe- 
rite the Emperors mind againſt him. Nor did they ſtay here, but 


being extreamly deſirous to be rid of him by any means *, forg*d * V% ſens 


a Letter in his name to Conſtantius, begging his leave that he might * 


go into Italy for the ſettling ſome Eccleliaſtical Aﬀairs. Immediately 
a Warrant is diſpatch'> from Court by Moztanus an Officer of the 
Palace, not only giving him licenſe to go, but taking care for the 
Accommodations of his Voyage. The good man was greatly ſur- 
priz'd with the Meſſage, bur ſmelling the Deſign, told Montanns, he 
was moſt ready to go at the Emperor's order, but the Letter did only 
give him leave, not command him to depart. This not ſucceeding, 
they turn the Deſign the other way, charging him with Contumacy 
and Diſobedience to the Emperor's Authority, in not quitting his 
See, when he commanded it. So dextrous is Malice to improve any 
advantage, and to fail forwards with every Wind. 

XI. IT is no wonder, if by ſuch falſe and villanous Infinuations; 
the mind of that credulous Prince was eaſily inflam'd _ Athana- 
ſfius. But however at preſent he thought good to diflemble his Re- 
ſentments, till he had compos'd the Diſtractions of the Empire. He 
was now at Sirminm in Pannonia, where by ſmooth and politick 
Tranſa&tions, he had brought over and ſecured Verrannio,. General of 
the Foot, who about the ſame time with Magzentizs had uſurp'd' 
the Purple, and ſet up for himſelf, While he was here, complaint 
was made againſt Photinus Biſhop of that See, for his heterodox and 
unſound Opinions. He had been condemn'd in the Synodal Aſfem- 
bly at Main, and preſently after in that at Sardica; two years after 


« $34» 


which /as S. Hilizy * exprefly affirms) that is, Ann, CCCXLIX. *Frag.col.41 1 


the Weſtern Biſhops met 'out of ſeveral Provinces, by whom he was 
again ſentenc'd as an Heretick, and depos'd from his Biſhoprick. But 
the People thereupon growing into Tumults and Faction, the Syno- 
dal Sentence could not take Effet. Another opportunity now pre- 
lenting it ſelf, the Biſhops that were about the Court, perſwade the 
Einperor to convene a Synod about this Matter,which conliſted chiefly 
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of Eaſtern Biſhops, the Weſtern Parts being at this time under the Ty. 
ranny of Magnentius. The firſt thing they did, was to frame a Con- 
feſſion of Faith, drawn up in ſuch general Terms, as both Parties 
might aſſent to it, and accordingly 'tis approv*d and expounded by 
S: Hilary, "Twas this® ; | 


c 7E believe in one God, Father Alminhty, Baker and Creatoz 

of all things, of whom the whole Family in Heaven any 

Earth is named: and in Jeſus Chriſt, his onip begotten Son our 
Low, begotten of his Father before all TWozds, God of God, Light 
of Light, by whom all things were made both in Heaven and inEarth, 
viſible and inviſible, who is the Wow and Wiſdom, the true Light. 
and Life; who in theſe laſt times was made man fo2 us+ and bomof an 


| holy Uirgin,who aroſe from the dead the third day, and aſcendedintoHea- 


ven, andſitteth on the right hand of the Father, and will come again 
the end of the (Ulodd, to judge the quick and the dead, and to render 
to every one accoding to his Wozks ; whoſe Kingdom ſhall have ng 
end, but ſhall continue to infinite Ages. F02 he ſhall ſit at the right 
hand of his Father, not only now, but in the Word to come. Te 
believe alſo in the holy Ghoſt, that ts, the Comfozter, whom our Low 
p2miled to his Apoſtles, and after his Aſcenſion into Heaven, ſent 
down to teach and boing all things to their remembrance, by whom 
alſo the hearts of thoſe that truly believe in him are ſancfified. 


To this they added many particular Azathima's againſt thoſe that 
affirm'd the Son to be of things not exiſting, or of any other ſub- 
ſtance, and not of God, or that there was any time or Age, when 
he was not, or that he was of Mary only, according to God's Preſci- 
ence, and not born of the Father, and with God before all Worlds, 
and that all things were made by him; or that ſay the divine Eſſence is 
dilated or contracted, or that the Son makes it ſo, or is the Dilata- 
tion of the divine Eſſence ; or that being born of Mary he was a meer 
man, or that being God and man, he 1s the unbegotten ; or that the 
Word being made fleſh, ſhall opine that the Word was changed into 
fleſh, or ſufered any change by that Aſſumption, or that by his Cru- 
cifixion, his Divinity was obnoxious to any Corruption, Paſſion, or 
Alteration, or that it ſuſtain'd any Diminution or Separation ; or that 
the Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt are but one Perſon, or that the holy 
Ghoſt is the unbegotten God, or that it is part of the Father and the 
Son, or that they three are three Gods; whoever ſhall affirm any of 
theſe (ſome whereof they more particularly explain) they denounce 
him accurſed, and cut off from the Catholick Church. 

XII. THE Confeſſion thus drawn up, was offered to Photinus « 
to ſubſcribe, which he rejected, and was thereupon again depos'd, 
and Germinins plac'd in his room. After which, they proftered upon 
his Recantation and Subſcription to reſtore him, but he refus'd it, 
and being a man of an acute Wit, and a voluble Tongue appeaPd to 
the Emperor, and challeng'd his Enemies to a Diburacion The 
Emperor granted his Petition, ordering Baſi/ Biſhop of Ar:3ra to man- 
age. the Cauſe againſt him, and appointing Thalsſ/izs, Marcellinns,Da- 
t:42n and ſome others of the S-zatorian Order, as Judges to ſee things 
fairly carried in the Diſputation, publick Notaries allo attending ” 

| take 
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take things as they were delivered , whoſe notes in three Copies 
being ſeverally ſeal'd up, one was carried to the Emperor, another 
was Tk with the Judge, and the third remain'd with Baſi/ himſelf, 
The iſſue was, Photinus was baffled, and beat out of the Field, and 
ſhortly after baniſh'd, where he imploy'd his time in writing againſt 
the Catholick Faith. This Synod was held at Sirminm in the year 
after the Conſulſhip of Sergius and Nigrinianus, that is, Ann. Ch. 
CCCLLas both Socrates 4 and Sozomen * HY lay, though by 
confounding this with ſome later Synodical Conventions at this 
place, they ſtrangely miſtake both in the Perſons of ſome of the 
Biſhops, and in the number of the Creeds then agreed on, which 
they make to be three, when as one only was publith'd at this time. 
A miſtake that ſo far impos'd upon Beronins*, that he makes not 
this Synod at Sirmium to convene till fix years after. When as the 
things now tranſaQed, the Emperor's reſidence at this time at Sirm- 
»m, but eſpecially the date of the year fixed by Socrates (who is wont 
to be moſt accurate in noting the years of the Conſuls) do place it at 
this time paſt all peradventure. Nor muſt it be forgotten, that it is 
not one of the leaſt Errors that Socrates commits in this Caſe, that he 
makes the Confeſſion we have here ſet down, to have been compos'd 
by Marciss Biſhop of Arethuſa, whereas the Formula diftated by him 
was not agreed on and drawn up, till at leaſt eight years after this, 
whereof more in its due time and place. 

XIII. AFFAIRS being quieted at Sirminm, and Vetrannio re- 
duc'd into order, Corſtantius was at liberty to proſecute his _— 
tion againſt Maonentius, towards which he immediately ſer forth. 
Several Skirmiſhes there had been already, but now both Artnies 
were met in the Plains of Murſa, a City in Pannonia, where after a 
fierce and hot Engagement Magnertius his Army was wholly routed, 
and himſelf forc*d to fly from place to place, till at length in France 
he pur a Period to his own Life. as aan * not daring to venture 
himſelf in the Fight, expeCted the iſſue of the Battel in a Church de- 
dicated to the Martyrs ſituate without the City, attended by none 
but Yalens Biſhop of that place, who above all the Prelates of 
the Aria» Fattion was dear to him. And tis not unpleaſant, to re- 
mark how bold a Cheat he at this time put upon the Emperor. For 
having ſo laid his Intelligence, as to have the firſt account of things 
before the Emperor's diſpatches could arrive, while Conſtantius was 
diſtracted with a thouſand Cares and Fears, he brings him the joyful 
Tidings of an abſolute Vitory. Aad when the Emperor demanded 
to ſee the Meſſenger that had ſo —_ brought the News, Yalens 
told him, that it was brought to him by an Angel, who came on 
purpoſe to impart it to him. An impoſture which according to his 
Deſign, did not a little advance his credit with Conſftantius, who us'd 
| ey, to profeſs, that he had gain'd that Victory by YVatens his 

erits, not by the Power and Courage of his Army. This Battel was 
fought, and Vittory obtain'd Ap». CECLI as the Faſti Conſulares * ex- 
prelly place it, and not as Baronins heedlefly makes it Arn, CCCLUI 
which was indeed the year in which Magnentius died, as the ſame Faſt; 
do declare. And like enough it is, he ſuppos'd Magrentius both to have 
| been overthrown, and to ho ended his life the ſame year, which be- 


tray'd him into that miſtake. 
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SE ©3. 34, 
Hy Afts from the Death of Pope Julius, till the Baniſhment of 


Liberius. 


The Arian attempts upon Pope Liberius. An Epiſtle forg'd under his 
name. The Emperor's Edift for all to ſubſcribe againſt Athanaſius, 
Liberius?s i»terpoſal with Conſtantius aboat that Matter. A Conven- 
tion of Biſhops at Arles, wherein the Catholicks are over-reach'd. The 
Papal Legate prevail'd with to ſubſcribe. Another Synod holden at 

| Milan. The Propoſal of Euſebius of Vercellz to that Synod. Con- 
ſtantius threatens the Catholick Prelates ; their reſolute reply. Diony. 
fius of Milan retratts his Subſcription. The —_— Baniſhments of 
the Catholick Biſhops. Pope Liberiws ſent for by Conſtantius,his reject- 
#ng the Motions,and Preſents ſent to him he is convey to Milan ; his 
free and undaunted Addreſs to the Emperor. The Dialogue that paſed 
between him and Conſtantius, concerning Athanaſius axd his Afairs, 
related at large. Liberius baniſh'd to Beroea in Thrace, The Money 
ſent him by the Emperor to bear his charges, generouſly refuſed. 


= Inwv dps him, and elated with his proſperous ſucceſs againft Maz- 
63s jubyoy Keys rentins, found himſelf at leiſure to take Athanaſius and his 
=r7o1 3157” Cauſe to task. Some attempts had been made of late by the 4rians, 
6:21 ww e3- tO bring over the Weſtern Biſhops to conſent ro the condemning of 
RR 7 %- Athanaſius, and herein eſpecially they had dealt at Rowe. Pope Julius 
ke] Ho Athanaſius his faſt Friend was newly dead, and Liberins promoted to 
»n2i774-2oſime the Chair, with whom they hope to ſpeed better than they had done 
62. 6-79 with his Predeceſſor. An Addreſs therefore is made to him with 
b xpi.Li. ad Letters ® containing the Crimes that were charg'd upon Atharraſeus. 
- -—— Liberius ſummons an Aſſembly of Biſhops, communicates the Letter 
| to them, and having at the ſame time receiv'd an Epiſtle ſubſcrib'd 
by LXXV. Egyptian Prelates in favour of Athanaſius, return'd anſwer 

to the Orientaliſts, that he could not credit the Charge, and that it 
 ſeem'd unreaſonable to condemn him, whom the far Major part of 

! 4p. ilar. in Biſhops had abſolv'd. There is indeed an Epiſtle exant i nll his 
Fagnco-418: name (ancient enough, being written, no doubt, about that time) 
wherein he aſſures them, that he had by ſpecial Meſſengers cited 
Athanaſius to appear, and anſwer for himſelf at Rowe, otherwiſe 

that he would exclude him the Communion of that Church ; that 

upon his refuſal he 'had, according to their deſire, embrac*d Peace 

with them, and ſhut out Athanaſius from all Eccleſiaſtick Communi- 

k 44.411.352- ON With himſelf, This Letter Barozius * takes a great deal of pains 
K.X/;XT& to prove to be falſe and ſpurious, and to have been forg'd by the 
Arians under his name. And thething, I confeſs, is not improbable, 
it being evident that Liberius for ſeveral years after his entrance upon 
that See, ſtood firm to Athanaſius and the Catholick Cauſe, nor could 
be drawn to ſubſcribe to his Depoſition, by all the Arts the Emperor 
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g__ 


i. 


The Life of S. ATHaNnasS1Us. 


121 


could uſe, as the. Heathen Hiſtorian ' of that tire aſſures us. And 
indeed the {ſhort remark at the end of that Letter, as far from S. Hila- 
7»s mind, as darkneſs from light, puts it paſt all queſtion, that the Epi- 
{tle is ſuppolititious,added by ſome other hand. 

II. NOT being able to do any good by fair and peateable wayes 
(the Catholicks generally rejetting the Motion) they were conſtrain'd 
to have recourle to their old Methods of Force and Power. And firſt 
Conſtantins ® publiſh'd an Editt, that all ſhould ſubſcribe to Arhana- 
ſins his Condemnation, and that they who refus'd, ſhould be baniſh'd. 
This made the Catholicks look about them, and think it high time, 
if poſſible, to prevent the Storm they ſaw coming upon theni. Libe- 
rius ® immediately diſpatch'd away /zncentins of Capua, Marcellus a 
Campanian Biſhop and others, to the Emperor then lying at Arles in 
France, to deſire of him, that a Synod tight be calPd at Aquileia , 
for the compoſing theſe Matters. Coming to Ar/es, they found there a 
Company of Ar: Biſhops, and ſome few of the Wef,whom they had 
already drawn to be of their Party;eſpecially Saturniusor Saturninus Bi- 
{hop of Arles, and Fortunatian of —_ who had heretofore ſtoutly 
ſtood for Athanaſius in the Sardican Council It being reſolv'd that things 
ſhould be here taken under Examination, they corild not preſently 
agree upon the method of procedure, on the one fide it was deſired 
that they might immediately proceed to the Caſe of Athanaſius, on 
the other *rwas inſiſted on, that they might firſt diſcuſs Matters of 
Faith, and that it-was improper to judge the Peron, till they had 
firſt taken cognizance of the thing. However that for the Peace of 
the Church, they were willing to yield tothe Propoſals of the Eaters 
Biſhops in reference to Athanaſius, upon condition that they alſo 
{hould condemn the Aria» Doftrine. Which was aſlerited to, and 
mutually given under their hands. But when they came Go" 
to aſſemble, YValens and his Party flew off, and plainly told them, they 
could not condemn the Doctrine of Ari#s, and that the oily buſineſs 
they had in hand, was to agree that no Communion ſhould be held 
with Athanaſius, Great importuriity was us'd, back'd with frowns 
and threatnings, to bring tliem over, till at length * Yincentius him- 
ſelf, the aged Biſhop of Cepua, the Primier Papal Legate (which 
Office he had long ſince ſuſtained in the great Niceze Council) was 
prevaild with to ſubſcribe to 4thanaſizs his Condemnation, whoſe 
example was follow'd by moſt of the We/terz Biſhops then preſent. 
Some'few ſtood their ground, whom no Terrors nor Promiſes could 
move, and amongft hom Paulinus Biſhop of Triers, who for his ex- 
emplary conſtancy was forc'd into Exile. 

TIL LIBERTVUS deſirous to ſtop the Current, did by ſeveral 
Meſſages importuhe the Emperoy, that Matters might be referrd to 
the Decifion of another Synod, which was accordingly ſummon'd to 
meet at M;/an, whither Conſtantius was then removd. There met 


(lay my Authors re) to the number of above CCC. Biſhops, moſt of »5:-+.;.4.:.34. 
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them ont of the Weſter Provinces. But the number is too great, eaſi- 
ly to gain belief, and therefore a learned man not improbably con- 
jectures that there is a miſtake in the Copies, ant that three hundred 
18 crept in for thirty ; for juſt ſo many are found to have ſubſcrib'd 
the Synodal 'Epiſtle* ; Yet I cannot but think that there muſt have 
been ſomewhat a greater number in a Synod coriven'd upor fo im- 
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portant an occaſion, and ' where the Emperor himſelf was preſent , 
though perhaps no more might be preſent at the Subſcription, not 
to mention thoſe who refus'd to ſubſcribe. Hither came Eu/cb:us 
Biſhop of Vercelles, Lucifer of Calaris in Sardinia, and ſome others as 
Legates'from Rome, where they remain'd ten dayes before they were 
admitted into Council, the Synod in the mean while ſending Cſto- 
mins and Verminins With a Letter * to Euſebins, to let him know how 
deſirous they were of the Peace and Unity of the Church, in order 
whereunto it was neceſſary that he ſhould communicate Councils 
with them, and agree ro. what almoſt the whole World had deter- 
min'd inthe Caſe of the Sacrilegrous (lo they term him) Arharaſins ; 
entring into the Synod, Exſcb:vs © was requir'd to ſubſcribe againſt 
Athanaſius, who preſently replied, that they ought firſt to be ſatisfied 
about his ſoundneſs in the Faith, and that he plainly perceiv'd there 
were thoſe there preſent, that were infeQted with the Arian Hereſie, 
Whereupon he laid the Nicene Creed down before them, promiſing 
he would comply with .what they deſired, if they would own and 
ſubſcribe that Faith. Dzonyſius Biſhop of Milan took up the Paper, and 
an to underwrite it, which Yalens Biſhop of Murſa perceiving , 
ſnatch'd the Pen and Paper out of his hand, ſaying, that that mis. 
by no means be ſuffered. The thing was conteſted with great noiſe 
and oppoſition, and the report of it quickly ſpread amongſt the Peo- 
ple, who entertain'd it with equal Grief and Indignation, infomuch 
that the Heads of the Party not daring to hazard the Effetts of a 
ular Reſentment, thought good to tranſlate the Synod from the 
Church (where it had been hitherto held) into the Palace, where 
they might command with greater Authority,and be more ſecure from 
the Rage and Fury of the People. And here Conſtantius © himſelf 
fat as Judge and Moderator, though a very partial one, for no ſooner 
did he perceive Athanaſius his Accuſers at any time to flag and falter, 
but he himſelf would interpoſe, and help them out, and when Par- 
linus, Lucifer, and others of the Catholick Biſhops preſs'd hard 
upon the Witneſles, and pleaded that Urſacins and YValers had here- 
tofore more than once ſolemnly diſown'd and recanted the Charge, 
and therefore could not now again be admitted as competent Wit- 
neſles in this Caſe, he haſtily Mirned up and faid, - I my ſelf do here 
accuſe Athanaſius, upon my account give credit to their H—_ The 
Catholicks modeſtly replied, that he could not = ead Athanaſins, 
nor any judgment pals in the Caſe, the Party accus'd not being pre- 
ſent to anſwer, and defend himſelf ; that they were not now judging 
a civil Cauſe, where the Emperor's bare word might take place; 
but concerning a Biſhop, where the accuſer and accuſed ſhould be 
equally and impartially dealt with # that if what his Majeſty had to 
obje&t, was only by hearſay, *rwas fit that he ſhould alſo-give credit 
to what was ſaid on ——_— behalf ; but if he would not believe 
him, and yet believe the others, *ewas more than ſuſpicious, thart it 
was meerly to pleaſe his Majeſty that they had brought in that Charge 

againſt Arhanaſins. + 
IV. THIS anſwer filenc'd the Emperor, who yet was the more 
enrag'd for being baMed, and that what was wanting in right, might 
be ſupplied by force, he reſolv'd to baniſh the Catholick Prelates, 
and for Athanaſius himſelf, ſevere things were decreed againſt _ 
tnat 
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that he ſhould be __ according to his Merits, that the Churches 

ſhould be delivered up to the Ariazs, and that they ſhould be left to 

their Liberty to act whatever might be for the Intereſt of their 

"Cauſe. Thirty of the Biſhops then preſent ſubſcrib'd to his Con- 
demnation, amongſt whom Diozyſius Biſhop of Milan being drawn in, 

did preſently retract his Aſſent, and by a wile of Eſcb;#s Bifhop of 

Vercelles, got his name ſtricken out of the Roll. Before they parted, 

they publiſh'd a peſtilent Epiſtle ® under the Emperor's name, which 5. Sever. 1.2. 
they did to this end, that if it took with the People, it might ſeem #154 

to come out with the SanQion of publick Authority, but if it met 

with no entertainment, the Oz» of it might fall upon the Emperor, 

who might the ealilier be excus'd, being as yet a Carechumey, that 

could not be ſappos'd to be critically vers'd in the Myſteries of the 

Faith. But no ſooner was it read publickly in the Church; but the 

People generally teſtified their abhorrence of it. Conſtantine * ſend- » 1t5.u;uy, 
ing for the chief of the Catholick Biſhops, commanded them once 7- 543- 
more to ſubſcribe the 'Synodal Decree, and to communicate with 

the other Party. Whereat when they ſtood amaz'd and replied, that 

this was not the Rule and Canon of the Church, he briskly ag- 

ſwered, What Icommand, let that be your Canosn, for f3 the Syrian Bj- 

”ps are wont to entertain my Edifts, either therefore ſubmit, or yok 
jhall immediately into, Baniſhment. * The ue —_ yet more aſto- 
niſhd, lift up their hands to Heaven, an freely declaring their minds, 
told him, that the Empire was not his, but Gods, from whom he 
had receiv'd it, and that he.ſhould be afraid to provoke him to- take 
it from him. They put him in mind of the day of Judgment, -and 
advis'd him not to offer violence to the Church, not to blend the 
civil Power with Eccleſiaſtick Conſtitutions, nor to introduce Ars. 
aziſm into the Church of God. His anger and impatience could beat 
no more, but full of rage and threatning, he brandiſh'd his Sword 
at them, and forthwith commanded ſeveral of them to be baniſh'd, 
Euſebins of Vercelles to Schythopolis, Lucifer Cataritanus into. Paleſtine, 
where he wrote againſt the Emperor, Dionyſius of Milan into Cappa- 
avcia, where he died, and Paulinws of Triers, who in the fifth year of 
his baniſhment died in Phryg1a. 

V. BUT all this was not thought ſufficient, unleſs Pope Liberins 
was either brought over, or remov'd out of the way. Conſtantius * * 14. jb.p. 644: 
therefore preſently diſpatches Exſcbius the Eunuch his Chamberlain 
away to Rome with Letters and Preſents to Liberius; whom he ac- 
quainted with the Emperor's Counſel and Command, and taking him 
gently by the hand, ſhew'd him the Preſents, which, faid he, are 
all at your Service, if you will but comply with the Emperor. But 
the Biſhop reje&ted them with a generous ſcorn, and told him, that 
he could not conſent to condemn Arhanaſins, a Perſon, who had 
been once and again Synodically abſolv'd from all the Crimes charg'd 
upon him, and whom the Church of Rozze had entertain'd and diſ- 
miſs'd with peace; that it would look ſtrange, if he ſhould reje& him 
being abſent, with whom ' when preſent he had -maintain'd friend- 
thip and agreement, and that this was not the Canon nor Cuſtom 
of the Church; that if the Emperor was concern'd for the Peace of 
the Church, and deſirous that what had been written in defence 
of Athanaſius might be raz'd and Rtifled, it was but fit tha® what _ 
| en 


FY . 


The Lifeof S. Atwanas1us. 


y Vid. AM. 


Marcell. l, 1% 


P- 1453+ 


2 Lib.4- [4 In, 
P- $51» 
* [jb. 2» (16, 
fp. 92. 


beer written againſt him ſhould be blotted out alſo, and ſuch a Synod 
call'd, where neither the Emperor might be preſent, nor any of his 
great Miniſters ob State to influence and awe the Council; where 
nothing but the fear of God, and the Apoſtolick Conſtitution might 
take place, that fo the Faith agreed upon at Vice might be firſt con- 
firmed, and the Fayourers of A4riani/ſm condemn'd, and that then the 
Caſe of Athanaſius and his Oppolers might be diſcuſs'd and canva(yg. 
This had been the way of the Ancients, and with this Refolution he 
might acquaint the Emperor. The Eunuch was vex'd to find the 
Biſhop not only unwilling to ſubſcribe, bur obſtinately infeQted with 
what he call'd Hereſie, whereupon he broke out into high words 
and threatnings, and taking up the Preſents, went out of doors, and 
entring into S. Perer's Church, offer'd them at the Altar. Which 
Liberius no ſooner underſtood, but he ſharply chid the Guardian of 
the Church for ſuffering it, and threw the Gifts that had been ofter'd 
out of doors, Which itill more exaſperated the Eunuch, who made 
no over-favourable Repreſentation of theſe- things to the Emperor. 
Hereupon ſeveral great Officers of the Palace were ſent to Rome, and 
Letters written to Leontius y Prefect of the City, commanding that 
either by fair means or force Liberius ſhould be forthwith ſent to 
Court. The rumor quickly rais'd infinite Confuſion and Conſterna- 
tion in the City, every man thinking himſelf concern'd to provide 
for his own ſafety either by concealment or flight. Liberins was 
kept under ſtrift watches, and at length by night convey'd to Milan, 
Where at his arrival he freely told the Emperor, that he ſhould do 
well to leave off perſecuting Chriſtians, and not think to make hin 
a property to introduce Impicty into the Church, and that he was 
ready to ſuffer any thing, rather than to become Aria»; that he ad- 
vis'd him to take heed how he unworthily fought againſt him that 
had made him-Emperor, and that he would find it hard for him to \ 
kick againſt the pricks ; that for his own part he was come with an _ 
expeQartion of being baniſhd, before any thing was charg'd upon 
him ; that ſo it might appear, that the reſt that had been ſerv'd 
ſo, had been brought to it mcerly through malice and falſe- 
hood. 

VI. THERE is amore particular account ſtill extant,of what paſs'd 
between them at this meeting,extrated out of the Ats of the imperial 
Conſiſtory, where this Conference was held, at which were preſent 
the Emperor, Liberius, Enſcbius the Eunuch, and Epictetus an Arian 
Biſhop. The ſum of the Diſcourſe is ſet down by * Sozomer, bur 'tis 
extant intire in Theodorit *, which becauſe it chiefly concerns the Cauſe 
of Arhaxaſins, we ſhall here inſert. 

CONST ANT ITS. Foraſmuch as you are a Chriſtian, and Bj 
ſhop of our City, we have thought good to ſend for you, and ad- 
moniſh you to' renounce Communion with the leud and wretched 
Cauſe of Athanaſins. A thing wherein the World has conſented, ha- 
ving by Synodal Sentence baniſh'd him: all Eccleſiaſtical Commu- 
nion. LIBERIUS. Sir, the Determination of Eccleliaſtick 
Afﬀairs, ought to be made with all poſſible 9x4 and Impartiality. 
If therefore it pleaſe your Majeſty, let the Cauſe be judg'd; and if it 
{hall appear that —_ deleryes to be condemn'd, then — 


ro the Rules of Eccleliaſtical Proceedings, let Sentence paſs again 
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him; for we cannot condemn a Perſon, whom we have not judged. 
CONST. The whole World has already paſs'd Sentence upon his 
impious Cauſe, but he, as he has done all along, does but trifle away 
the time, and make light of it. L 1B, They who gave this account, 
did not themſelves ſee the things done, but wrote them for vain- 
glory, or fear, or to avoid the diſgrace which your Majeſty might 
caſt 'upon them. CONST, What glory, what fear, what diſgrace 


do you mean ? LIB. ThoſeI mean, who do not love the Glory of 


God, but preferring your bounty and favour, have condemn'd him, 


whom they have neither ſeen nor judg'd. A thing which all true. 


Chriſtians do abhor. CONST; Was he not preſent in the Synod at 
Tjre, and there judgd and condemn'd by all the Prelates of the Em- 
pire? L IB. No, Sir, he was never judg'd where himſelf was pre- 
ſent ; for they who condemn'd him in that Aſſembly, paſs'd that un- 
juſt Sentence upon him after his departure from the Council. E U- 
SEBITUS. [ln the Synod of Vice » he was convidt of being an Ene- 
my tothe Catholick Faith.} L 7B. There were indeed but;five of 


them that judged him, thoſe five who were purpoſely ſent by the gc. 


d Neſcio qui4 
feds woluerit 
hic Eunuchas, 
Stultus 


reſt into Mr.eoris, to forge and make ACts and Records againſt him, fra loquitur. 


Of theſe five two are dead, Theognis and Theoaorns, the three others, 
Maris, Valens and Urſacins, are (till alive; who for this very Cauſe 
were condemn'd inthe Szrdicay Synod, and who afterwards in a Sy- 
nod prefer*d their Libels, and beg'd pardon for the AQts which in 
Mareotis they had falſely and clandeſtinely fram'd againſt Arharaſins ; 


Valeſ. 33 loc. 


which Libels we have now by us. And now, Sir, Judge, whom we _ 


ought rather to believe, and communicate with ? thoſe who firſt 
 condemn'd Arhanaſizs, and then ask'd pardon for what they had 
done, or thoſe who lately condemn'd them for ſuch irregular PraCti- 
ces? EPICTETTVUS. It is not, Sir, for the Faiths-fake, or for de- 
fence of Eccleſiaſtical Judgments, that Liberius at this time makes all 
this ſtir, but that he may boaſt to the Senators at Rozze, that he has 
been too hard for the Emperor. CONST. How conſiderable a part 
of the World, Liberias, do you reckon yourſelf, that you only ſhould 
patronize a vile man, and thereby diſturb the Peace of the whole Ro- 
mea; Empire ? LIB. Though I were alone in this Matter, yet the 
Cauſe of the Faith would not be thereby prejudic'd. There was 
once a time, when there were but three found that refusd to comply 
with the King's Command, EUSEB. What, then you make our 
Emperor a Ser Nebuchadnezzar, L IB. No, Idonot; but you 
raihly condemn a Perſon, whom we have not judg*d. All that I 
_— is, that firſt the Niceze Creed may be ratified by an univerſal 
Subſcription ; then, that our Brethren that are baniſh'd may be re- 
call'd, and reſtor'd totheir Sees; and if then it appear, that they 
who now rais'd all theſe ſtirs,do embrace the Apoſtolick Faith,we may 
all Synodically meet at Alex:n4ria, where both the Accuſers and 
the Accuſed are, and the Advorates of each Party, where having 
throughly examin'd Matters, we may unanimouſly pronounce Sen- 
tence in the Cale. EPICT. But the publick Carriages will not 
ſuffice to convey ſo many Biſhops thither. L 1B. As for that, 
Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes need not the aſſiſtance of the publick Carriages. 
For every Church may eaſily enough at their own Charge tranfport 
their Biſhops by Sea. C 0 N ST. The things that have been already 


agreed 
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agreed on , cannot be undone; for the Vote of the Majority of 
Biſhops ought to prevail. You are the only Perſon that retains 
the Friendſhip of that wicked man. L IB. Sir, I never yet heard 
a Judge lay Impiety to any Perſon's Charge, who was not there 
to anſwer for himſelf ; 2 thing that would rather argue a private 
Gr and Enmity againſt him. CONST, He has in general in- 
jurd all men, but no man like me. For not content with the death 
of my elder Brother, he never ceas'd to ſtir up Conſtans of bleſſed 
Memory to Quarrels and Hoſtility againſt me, which muſt have 
broken out into ill EffeAs ; if I by a moſt invincible Meekneſs and 
Patience had not born the powerful Inclination both of him that 
was Excited, and of him that excited him to that attempt. And 
therefore I account no Viftory ſo great, no not that which I oh. 
tain'd over Magnentias and Silvanuws, as I do the <jeQting this 
wretched man out of all Ecclefiaſtick Adminiſtration. LIB. 1 
beſeech you, Sir, don't reek your Enmity upon the Biſhops ; for 
the nab of Eccleſiafticks ought to be imploy*d only to bleſs and 
conſecrate. May it pleaſe you therefore to command that the Biſhops 
be recall'd to their own Sees, and if they ſhall be found to agree 
with him , who to this hour mp + adheres to the orthodox 
Faith explain'd in the Synod of Nice , then let them aſſemble and 
provide for the Peace of the World, that ſo it may not _—_ that 
an Innocent man is branded and condemn'd. CONST. All that 1 
require and command is, that you entertain Communion with the 
Churches, and return back to Rome. Yield thereture to Peace, and 
ſubſcribe, and then go home. L TB. I have already taken leave of 
the Brethren at Rowe; for the Laws of the Church are dearer to 
me, than an Habitation at Rome. CONST. I give you three dayes 
time to adviſe, whether you will ſubſcribe and go back to Rome, or 
to conſider of what other place you delire to be tranſported to. 
L 1B. It is not the ſpace of three dayes or months, that will make 
any _ in my mind. Send me therefore whither you 
leaſe, 
, VII. THUS ended the Conference, wherein Con/tantins was 
Superior in nothing but Power and Might, which ſeldom fails to 
carry the Concluſion. Two dayes after, the Emperor again call'd 
for Liberius, and finding him {tiff in his Reſolution, decreed him to 
be baniſh'd to Berea a City of Thrace. The good man took his leave, 
and being gone out, the Emperor, either to mollifie the ſharpneſs of 
Ilymxo&%s the Sentence,or out of a generousCompaſſion, and reſpeCt to the Con- 
"ee" dition and Quality of the man, ſent him five hundred pieces of Gold 


dem proculdy- tO bear his Charges. But he refus'd it, and bad the Meſſenger re- 
' bio erat cam ſtore them to his Maſter, and deſire him to give them to his Soul- 
ngincy diers, to his Flatterers and needy Courtiers, who were alwayes cra- 
dus aurcustem- Ving, and never ſatisfied. The Empreſs alſo ſent him the like Sum, 
po hoy," which he return'd with the like anſwer, adding, that if the Emperor 
errcs” had noneedof the Money to pay his Army, he might give them to 
woodi . noſtri) Ayxentius and Epidttetus (two Arian Biſhops that hung about the 


Þro __ _ Court) who had need _ of them. When Es/ebius the Eunuch 
—64—ob— Perceiv'd that he had refuſed the imperial Preſents, he himſelf 


q*-*5% brought him one. * To whom Liberius tartly replied, you have laid 


waſt the Churches throughout the World, and do you bring — an 
mes, 


—— ——_—_— 
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Alms as to a Criminal Perſon, Go your way, and firſt become 2 
Chriſtian. So after three dayes he took his Journey towards Berea, 
where we leave him for a while, being likely to find him of another 
mind, when we {hall next meet with him. 


SECTH. 3s 


The cruel Proceedings againſt Athanaſius and the Catholicks af 
Alexandria. 


Severe Edits . publiſÞd againſt Athanaſius. Reſpite granted by the Gas 
wernours, but not obſeru'd. The deſperate attempts of the Arian Fa- 
tion at Alexandria under Count Syrianus. The Congregation ſet upon 
by armed Multitudes ; the horrible Murders, Out-rages, and Prophana- 
tions committed at that time. _ The Proteſtation of the People of Alex- 
andria, Athanaſius his eſcape into the Wilderneſs. The Perſecution 
re-inforc*d by Count Heraclius. The extream Cruelties of that Perſe- 
cution. Great encouragement and rejoycing hereby given to the Gen- 
tiles. Immediate Judgments upon ſome of the moſt forward Zgalots. 
George of Cappadocia ordain'd Biſhop of Alexandria by the Arians, 
This George, who; what his temper and former courſe of _ The 
time and place of his Ordination. His arrival at Alexandria, and 
violent Proceedings againſt the Catholick Party, without diſtinition of 
Ape, Sex, Perſon , or Profeſſion. The prodigions Severities usd 
throughout the neighboring Countries. Conſtantius his Letter in Com- 
menaation of the Proceedings at Alexandria, and for a farther expoſing 
of Athanaſius. Athanaſius his excellent Converſe with the Monks and 
Hermits in the Wilderneſs, and their juſt Veneration for him. What 
Books he wrote at that time. His ſeveral Apologies in his own defence. 
Perſecuted into a more private part of the Deſert. The fabulous report 
of Rufinus, of his lying hid in a Well ; and of Palladius, that he dels 
ſix years in the Houſe of a Virgin. The miſtake of a Greek Hiſtorian 
of his being baniſhd into England. 


I. AVING thus far repreſented the A:hanaſian Cauſe as ated 

H upon the Stage abroad, we muſt now ſtep back a little, and 

ſee how the Scene was manag'd nearer home. Long he had 

not _ repoſleſs'd his Epiſgopal Throne, when by ſubtle and ma- 4 
Iicious Inſinuations, Conſtantins his mind was again alienated from him, 
who having procar'd him to be condemn'd in the pack'd Synods of 
Arles and Milan, publiſh'd very ſevere EdiQs ns him, and com- 
manded © that he ſhould be killd where-ever he could be meet with. * $ecr.1.4.2.46 
But before they proceeded to open rigors, they attempted him by *: *'7- 
ſecret and crafty Artifices. And fr Montanus the Palatine % was * 4th.Apol. ad 
ſent to him, to try if he could put a trick upon him, and draw him ©* # 534 
into a Voluntary receſs from Alexandria. But that not ſucceeding, he 5% 53® 
was let alone for ſomewhat more than two years,when came Djogexes, 


* TL | : the 
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the Notary,, who whatever he might ſet on foot by private Councils, 
had no publick Coinmiſſion to proceed againſt him, nor ſo much as 
once offeted to ſpeak with him. Afﬀeter him came Count Syrians, 
Commander of the Army, a man according to his Profeſſion, of a 
fierce bloody Temper, who yet at firſt attempted nothing. But the 
Ariai Party bearing themſelves high, and talking of what great things 
they would now do, the Clergy and Major part of the City came to 
Syrians, and beſought him, that no diſturbance might be made, till 
they could ſend an Embaſly to the Emperor. This with great diff- 
culty he aſſented to, ſolemnly ſwearing to obſerve his Promiſe. And 
the Legation (if we may believe Sozomen ©) was actually ſent, Arha. 
xaſius diſpatching five Biſhops (the chief whereof was Serapioz Biſhop 
of Thymus, a very Pious and Eloquent man) and with them ſome of 
the Presbyters ; ſoon after whole departure came Letters from the 
Emperor, commanding Athanaſixs to repair to Court, upon whoſe 
refuſal, a Meſſenger came the next year to force him thence. But 
of this Athaxaſins Fimſelf makes-no mention, no not in thoſe places 
where he moſt ſolemnly vindicates himſelf from this Charge, affirm- 
ing more than once, how ready he was to have come, had he but re- 
ceiv'd the leaſt order from the Emperor, 

IT. I'N\ the mean while $5ria7us and the.other Governours began 
to be attended with crowds of the Ar/ax Faftion, and Cabals were 
held, and entertainments made in ſeveral places, which made Arha- 
naſius ſuſpeA that ſomething more than fair dealing was intended. 
However they reſted ſecure in Syrianus his Promiſe, and the publick 
Aſſemblies were kept with great joy and thankfulneſs. When be- 
hold on a ſudden within lefs than a Month after the ſecurity given, 
Syrianus with a Party of above five thouſand Souldiers, accompanied 


' with. great numbers of Arzans, who had never ceas'd to inſtigate him 


to this attempt, broke into the Church, where the People were met 
at their common Devotions, in order to the holy Communion that 
was to be adminſtred the next day. It was night*, and great num- 
bers were aſſembled, and were intent at their holy Offices, when 
on a ſudden the Church was full of drawn Swords, Spears, Clubs, 
Arrows, and other Military Furniture, which meeting with the dark- 
neſs of the Night, and the Reflection of the lights in the Church 
conſpir'd to heighten the Amazement and Conſternation. Guards 
were alſo ſet round the Church, that none might eſcape, and com- 
mand given to begin the Tragedy within, whereupon followed an 
innumerable Slaughter, thofe of the holy Order being ſome beaten, 
or chain'd, others killd, the devout Virgins abus'd, rifled, and ſeve- 
ral of them ſlain, whoſe Bodies for ſhame they -caſt into Grayes. 
Athanaſius, who ſoon apprehended What the Matter was, far till in 
his Chair, and not willing to deſert his Flock in this diſtreſs, call'd 
to the Deacon to ſing the CXXXVI. P/a/m, the People anſwering, 
For his mercy endureth for ever. Which done, he commanded them 
to depart, and go to their Houſes. By this time the Souldiers were 
advanc'd, and were coming to beſet the Quire, when the Clergy and 
People that were about him, earneſtly beſought Athanaſius to ſhitr 
for himſelf, he on the other hand proteſting he would not ſtir a foot, 
till they were all departed, and riſing from his Chair, paſſionately 


intreated them to be gone, affirming it to be much better, that he 


himſelf 
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himſelf ſhould be expos'd to danger, than that any of them ſhould 
be hurt; The People getting away as well as they could, the Clergy 
and Monks that were left, in a manner forc'd Arhanaſins along with 
them, whom (though almoſt ſtifled and crowded to death} they 
convey'd ſafe through all the Guards, and fſecur'd him out of their 
reach. All things were full of Terror and Confuſion, the Church 
prophan'd with lood and dead Carcaſſes, with Swords and Arms, 
no reverence had either to Perſons or Things, the Souldiers ruſhing 
into thoſe places, where none but the holy Order were permitted to 
enter, and when any complain'd, or pray'd help of Syrians againſt 
force and violence, they were reje&ted and ſoundly beaten into the 
bargain : Nay, he eve Gre to force the People to an acknow- 
ledement, that no Tumult had been rais'd, nor any hurt done, Who 
ſo much the more complain'd that all this had been done without 
any order from the Emperor, to whom they ſent an account by ſome 
that were then going to Court, beſeeching Maximus Governor of 
Eg2ypt, and the reſt of the Governors, that t ey alſo would ſend dil. 
patches concerning it to the Emperor ; and that it might nor fail, 
they oblig*'d the Maſters of Ships then ready to depart, to diſperſe 
the report of it in all places where _ came, that fo it might ſome. 
way arrive at the Emperors ear. And after all, they entred their 
ublick * Prote/tation, wherein they give an account of the violence 
that had been offered, profeſſing they were ready to ſuffer Perſecntion, 
if it were the Emperors pleaſure;but if not,they defird that they might 
live in quiet, and enjoy their Biſhop, without having any other im- 
pos'd upon them. By which Proteſtation it appears, that this Tragedy 
was on the XXVth. of February, Ann. CCCLVT. | 
IL ATHANASIUS _ thus happily eſcap'd the hands 
of his Enemies, retir'd into the Wilderneſs, whence he determin'd to 
goin Perſon to the Emperor, and was now * entred on his Journey, 
when hearing of the cruel and barbarous Uſage which his Friends 
and Follpwers every where met with, and deſpairing of ſucceſs, he 
return'd back to his Shades and Solitudes, where we {hall again find 
him, and how he imploy'd himſelf, No ſooner was he departed, 
but Count Heraclius i comes with a Warrant from the Emperor to 
the Senate and People of Alexandria, commanding them upon their 
Allegiance, with joynt-force to perſecute Athanaſius. The man exe- 
cuted his Edi& with the utmoſt rigor, proclaiming it openly in every 
place, that it was the Emperor's pleaſure that Arhanaſivs ſhould be 
ejected, and the Churches _ up to the Ariavs, commanding the 
Magiſtrates and reſpeQive Officers under great Penalties to ſee it 
done, and forcing even the Gerrile-Priefts and Officers to approve his 
TranſaQions, and to promiſe to own him for Biſhop whom the Em- 
peror ſhould ſend, ſome for fear, -others out of hopes of Advantage 
engaging with him, for the performance whereof, he took ſecurity 
under their own hands. With Heraclins joyn'd Catarhronizs Pref 
of Egypt, and Fauſtings the Treafurer, who were followed by a Rab- 
ble, eſpecially of the younger ſort, and 
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- gregation being diſmiſs'd, the greateſt part were gone ; ſome few 
Women only being left, whom as they were rifing trom their Devo. 
tions, they {et upon with Clubs and Stones, the holy Virgins they 
miſerably beat, tearing their Cloaths, pulling off their Head-attire, 
and kicking thoſe that made reſiſtance, and what was infinitely more 
intolerable to them than Clubs or Stones, grated their chaſt Ears 
with filthy and obſcene Speeches. Many young Maids they forcibly 
took out of their Father's Houſes ; others they abus'd and affronted 
asthey met them in the Streets, ſtirring up the wild Rabble to pull 
off their Vales, and giving their own Wives leave to abuſe all they 
met, ſo that grave Matrons were glad, as they met them, to ſtep 
alide, and give them the way; who ranup and down like wild Fries, 
accounting it a hard Caſe, and a loſt day, wherein they had not done 
ſome injury or miſchief. Nor did the Clergy fare better than the 
reſt, the Deacons and Presbyters, yea and their Friends and Followers 
were pulld out, baniſh'd, beaten, and ſome killd and by a Savage 
Barbarity not commonly known amongſt men, their dead Bodies torn 
limb from limb. So that all Humanity ſeem'd to be laid aſide, and 
Hell it ſelfto be broken looſe.They took Eurzchius a Sub-deacon,a man 
of approved _—_— and _— and having whip'd him, till they 
had even driven his Soul out.of his Body, were carrying him to the 
Mines, and the worſt part of them too, call'd Pheno, a place where 
the ſturdieſt MalefaCtor is not wont to live many dayes, not giving 
him ſo much as an hours reſpite for the dreſſing and curing of his 
Wounds. But the good man was ſoon releas'd out of their hands, 
for they had not gone far, when unable to hold out, he dropt down 
and died. The People out of common Compaſſion had interceded 
for him, but were rejeQed, and four of them, honeſt and ſubſtantial 
men, were apprehended for their pains, grievouſly ſcourg'd and 
thrown into Priſon. . And when the A-r1azs not ſatisfied herewith, 
murmured, and threatned to complain above, the Commander, out 
of fear, gave order that they ſhould be ſcourg'd a ſecond time, the 
Innocent men ſaying no more, than that, **T1is for the Truth that 
« we ſuffer, we cannot communicate with Hereticks ; go on to beat 
«© us as much as you pleaſe, there will be a time when God will reck- 
&« on with you for theſe things. And that they might wholly ex- 
tinguiſh all ſparks of Charity and Compaſſion, they ſuffer'd not the 
Poor to be relievd; for whereas the poor Widows and Orphans 
that had cr pn been ſuſtaind by the Bounty of the Church, were 
yet provided for by the kindneſs of pious and charitable Perſons, they 
now by a new and unheard of Cruelty indifted, proſecuted and pu- 
nith'd thoſe who receiv'd the Alms, as well as thoſe that gave them. 
'Twereendleſs to tell of the Houſes that were broken open and rifled, 
the Goods and Proviſions carried away , and divided amongſt the 
Soldiers; the Tombs and Monuments of the dead violated and ſpoil'd, 
under a pretence of ſearching for Athaxaſius; the Multitudes that 
were fined, and forc'd to take up Money at Intereſt to pay their Ran- 
ſom ; others that fled from place to place, and at laſt were driven into 
the Wilderneſs ; others chooſing rather to commit themſelves to the 
Mercy of the Sea,. than to fall into the hands of ſuch mercileſs and 
bloody People. 


IV. NOR 
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IV. NOR did their rage extend only to the living, but even to 
ſenceleſs and inanimate things ; they took the Benches 1n the Church 
the Epiſcopal Chair, the Communion-Table, the Partitions, and 
whatever elſe they could bring away, and throwing them on an 
heap in the great Street before the Church-gate, ſet them on fire, 
caſting Frankincenſe into it. Aday of Triumph, of Joy and Jubilee 
to the Gewtiles, who concluded, that ſurely the Emperor and the 
Arians werecoming over to them, and were {ſo far elevated in their 
Hopes and ExpeQations, that they were upon the Point publickly to 
ſet up their Pagan-Rites ; for elpying a Beaſt drawing Water for the 
Gardens of the imperial Palace, . they intended it for a Sacrifice, and 
had aQually done it, but that it prov'd an Heifer, which was not 
allow'd by their Sacrificial Laws. And certainly had they not been 
fatally bent upon theſe miſchievons Proceedings, they met with ſome 
unhappy Accidents, that one would have —_ ould have ſtop'd 
their Career. When they firſt broke into the Church, a bold young 
Fellow ruſh'd into the Quire, and infolently clapping himſelf down 
in the Biſhop's Throne, ſung a leud obſcene Song through the Nole, 
and riſing up, caught the Chair, with an intent to beat it all jn 
pieces, when a large Splinter of it ren into his Belly, and pierc'd his 
Bowels, which preſently began to flow out, and being taken up, and 
carried away, he died the next day. Another coming into the Church 
with boughs in his hands, and waving them abont after the Gentile 
manner, was immediately ſtruck ſtark blind, and became inſenſible 
where he was, and being ready to drop down, was carried out, and 
after a dayes time hardly recovered his underſtanding, being neither 
ſenſible of what he had done, nor of what had been done to him. 
Theſe miraculous Interpoſals of the divine Providence, though they 
had no good effe& upon the 4rians, who Pharoh-like were hardned 
the -more by every ſtroke, yet ſtruck terror into the Gezti/es, who 
become leſs forward to ſuch prophane attempts. And indeed to ſuch 
a height did the Cruelties of this Perſecution proceed, that the very 
Gentiles began to be aſham'd on't, and could not but abominate the 
Arians as the moſt mercileſs inhumane Butchers, Perſons that offered 
notorious Violence to all thoſe Principles of kindneſs and tenderneſs, 
that are natural and eſſential to Mankind. 

V. WHAT had hitherto hapned was but the _—_—_— of Sor- 
rows, Preparatory Evils, to make way for the new-deſign'd Biſhop. 
For it very much concern'd them quickly to fill up the vacancy they 
had made, and to fix a truſty Perſon in this great Station of the 
Church, And to this end they pitch'd upon one George, an incon- 


ſiderable Fellow, but a man fit for the purpoſe, being (as Sozomer * « 114.3. c. 5, 
tells us) a buſie man, and a prime Stickler for the Arian Cauſe. This ?- 597- 
George (whom, one ! otherwiſe ſafficiently vers'd in Church-ſtory, xy. ap. of 
by a prodigious and almoſt unpardonable miftake, makes the ſame 5: Georgep.1. 
with his Ar:a» Predeceſſor Gregory, moſt commonly call'd George in Do . 
the Letis Tranſlation of Arhaneſizs, condemn'd and depos'd in the þ. 06. 


Sardican Council, and to make good one miſtake commits another, 
by more than once coniounding him with George Biſhop of Leodicea, 


and the miſtake ſo much the worſe, becauſe he himſelf = ſo ſmartly « 644. 5. x. 


and ſeverely cenſures thoſe, who having taken 4 conceit againſt c 
the Arian, think preſently that every George they met with in diſcourſe 
or 
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or reading, muſt be of Alexandria : This George, I ſaid, was born in 
Cappadocia, a Country famous even in common Speech, for the leud. 
neſs of its manners , and therefore one of the three Proverbially 
noted with a new KeTvm x94 ; whence Athanaſius once and again 
ſtyles him, 4 man of Cappadocia, and NVazianzen ® (himſelf that 
Country-man) calls him a Cappadocian Monſter, that broke looſe from 
the utmoſt confines of that Country, and Apologizes * for his Coun- 
try for producing him, Impiety not being to be aſcrib'd to the Place, 
but the Perſon, that Thorns will ſpring up in the Vine-yard, and tha; 
a Traytor was amongſt the twelve Dilciples. S. Gregory of Nyſſa e 
calls him the Cappadocian T arbaſthenite, becauſe born, I ſuppoſe, ar 
Tarbaſthexes, a poor Village in Cappadocia, and Sozomen 4 ayes moſt 
expreſly, that he was m> piy gwO- Kemmdorns, a _—_— born, 
"Tis true Ammianus Marcellimw © tells us, that he was born in a Full. 
ing-Mill at Epiphania a Town in Cilicia. -But belides that thoſe con. 
terminous Parts of C/icia were anciently reckon'd under the Notion 
of Cappadocia taken at large, the Hiſtorian vouches no other ſecurity 
for his Aſertion than meer report ; when as Nazianzen (who livd 
alſo at that time) may not only be reaſonably preſum'd to underſtand 
better the Aﬀairs of his own Country, but exprelly declares, that he 
delivered thoſe things not as Rumors, or vain Suſpitions, but as Mar- 
ters of certain and accurate knowledge. Agreeable to his Country 
were his Temper and Manners ; a man (as that eloquent Father goes 
on to decypher him) of a bad Race, and worſe Qualities, of no Con- 
ſideration or Account, ſordidly educated, and of a rough and unaffa- 
ble Converſation, one that did not ſo much as pretend to Religion, fit 
to undertake any Villany, and to diſturb Afﬀairs where-ever he came, 
a deteſtable Flattefer, that thruſt himſelf upon great mens Tables, 
and compos'd all his Words and Actions to promote no other Deſigns 
than thoſe of Gluttony and Exceſs. This ſervile Temper recommend- 
ed him to an imployment in the State, firſt to be Proviſor General 
of Pork for the Army (an Office ſuitable to his fordid and ſwiniſh 
Temper) abd then (1f it were not the ſame imployment) to be re- 
ceiver © of the Stores at Conſtantinople, wherein he behav*d himſelf 
ſo unfaithfully to his Truſt, prodigally waſting all upon his Luxury, 
that he was forcd to run for't, and Vagabond-like, wand'red from 
place to place, till at laſt he was pick'd up and made Biſhop of Alex- 
andria, where (as Nazianzen adds) he lett off his rambling, and be- 
gan his Villanies, and whither he came like one of the Egyprian 
Plagues. And indeed the Heathen Hiſtorian * grants, that the ſend- 
ing him thither, was to the miſchief and prejudice of a great many, 
and againſt his own as well as the common Good, as it was not like 
to be otherwiſe in a place ſo naturally. prone to Sedition, and apt to 
fly- out into Tumults, even when there's no juſt Cauſe to provoke 
them to it. He was ordain'd to this place by a Synod met an Aztioch, 
Ann. Chr. CCCLVI. (for Sozomen® , who relates the Paſſage, plainly 
miſtakes the time) where- were aſſembled Warciſſus of Cilicia, Theo- 
dorus of Thrace, Engenins Biſhop of Nice, Patrophilus of RR 
Menophantus of Epheſas, and about thirty more, who wrote an Ency- 
clical Epiſtle to the Biſhops of the ſeveral Churches, to let them 
know, that Arhanaſivs had, contrary to the Canons, return'd to Alex- 
anaria, having not been adjudg'd Innocent by any Synod, nor any 
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other wayes, but by the contentious Proceedings of his own Party ; 
' rhat therefore they intreated them to hold no Communion with him, 
nor ſo much as to write to him, but to communicate- with George, 
whom they had ordain'd in his room. 


VI. HE arriv'd at Alexandria about the end of Lex? * , introduc'd » 4th. de fue: 
p-548.& Eyiſt, 
ad Orthod. 
p. 729. OG 


and inſtall'd by a Military Guard, great Crowds of People flocking 
tothe Church to behold this new and ſtrange ſight. He was at- 
tended and uſher'd in amongſt others by Phi/agrius (his Country-man, 
a truſty Friend to the 4rians, and one who had heretofore more than 
once been imploy*d upon the like errands) who, probably, was again 
made Prefett of Ee ypt to ſerve this turn. The Oaves of Eaſter be- 
ing paſt, the Wolf began to lay aſide the Sheeps cloathing, and to 
ſhew himſelf in his own colours. For the People generally deteſt- 
ing Communion with him, and aflembling in the Churches as they 
were wont, his Friend Philagrius with an armed multitude of Jews 
and Geztiles, and all the ſcum and refuſe of the People broke in upon 
them, and whar miſerable havock they made, *tis ealte to imagine. 
For now nothing could be ſeen but hurrying the ſacred Virgins to 
Priſon, committing Biſhops to the cuſtody of men of War, forcibly 
breaking open and rifing the Houſes of Widows and Orphans, drag- 
ging Perſons out of their Houſes by night, and the very Brethren of 
Clergy-men. faring ll for their Relation-ſake. On the Week im- 
mediately after Whitſontide, the People having ended their Faſt, 
were gone out into the Church-yard to their Devotions, being un- 
willing to communicate with George the Biſhop. Which he no 
ſooner underſtood, but he ſent to Sebaſtian Captain of the Guards, 
and by SeCt a Mazichee, to repair thither with his Company ; which 
hedid immediately, and finding that by this time of the day a great 
part of the Aſſembly was gone, he made a violent affault upon the 
reſt, He caus'd a fire to be made, to which he brought the holy 
Virgins, and threatned to burn them, if they did not forthwith turn 
Arians. But when he perceiv'd them conſtant and reſolute in the 
Faith, and to make light of the Flames that were ready to devour 
them, he ſtrip'd them of their Garments, and beat them fo cruelly 
on the Face, that for a long time after, it was hard to know who 
they were. Forty men were ſo unmercifully handled with Rods 
newly made, and the pricks yet upon them, that ſome of them very 
difficultly recovered after a tedious Cure, and others not able to bear 
up under it, died ; the” reſt that were not thus ſeverely dealt with, 
were baniſh'd. As for the Bodies of the Slain, they all along denied 
them to their Friends and Kindred, but keeping them unburied, hid 
them, leſt the World ſhould be SpeQtators of ſuch barbarous Indig- 
nities. Neirher Perſons nor things were fafe from rudeneſs and vio- 
lence, Virgins, Prieſts, Laicks were drag*d up and down, hal'd be+ 
fore the Bench of Juſtice, fin'd, impriſon'd, beaten, trampled on, 
and even trodden to death. Churches and Fonts were ſet on fire, 
Bibles burnt, and the Communion-Tables over-turn'd, and Sacrilegi- 
ouſly abusd. Fews and Heathens itreverently broke into the Bapriſte- 
7i4, and putting off their Cloaths, prophan'd and defil'd thoſe Holy 
places by Words and Aftions not fit to be related. Nor were they 
afraid to ſacrifice Birds, and offer Fruits upon the holy Table, praiſing 
theirldols, and blaſphemouſly reproaching the Son of God. 
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Vt. THUS, and much worſe it was in the City ; nor * was ir 
better in the neighbor-Countries. The aged and reverend Biſhops 
were ſure to ſmart for it, above thirty of them being bani{h'd, and 
near ninety turn'd out of their Churches ; which were immediately 
fill'd with A4rians, and thoſe taken either from amongſt the Carechy. 
mens, Or Civil Officers, a. great Eſtate and Zeal for - Aria»iſm being 
then Qualifications ſufficient to recommend any man to a Biſhoprick, 
Together with the Biſhops were baniſ{h'd many of the inferior Orders, 
and fo cruel their treatment without any regard either to their Ape 
or Office, that ſome of them died by the way, others in the Places 
of their Baniſhment. At Barca ? (which by the way Baronins : 
makes the name of the Perſon when as 'tis notoriouſly known = it 
was a City of Lybia, but more commonly callPd Prolemais, and the 
Greek in Athanaſius puts it paſt peradventure, that *twas the name of 
a City) Secundus Presbyter of that place, was by Secundys Biſhop of 
Pentapolis and his Co-partner Stephen trodden to death, becauſe re- 
fifing tocomply with them, the poor man breathing out his Soul 
with this pious and innocent Charge, Let mo man revenge my death, 
I have a Maſter that will ao it, for whoſe ſake I ſuffer all this. 1 ſhall 
wade no further in theſe Tragical Stories, ſo much to the ſhatne 
and diſhonour af humane nature, much more of the Principles of 
the Chriſtian Faith, it being true what he in Photius * obſerves upon 
this account, that the bloody Cruelties committed by this Arian 
Biſhop, exceeded the greateſt of the Heathen Perſecutions, which 
were humane and-merciful, if compar'd to this. While they were 
engagd in theſe violent and barbarous Proceedings, a Letter < came 
from the Emperor dire&ed to the People of Alexanaria, wherein he 
commends them for what they had done, that they had rejeQed and 
driven out Athanaſius, a Cheat (fayes he) and an Impoſtor, a man 
broke looſe from the very bottom of Hell, who by little Tricks and 
Arts is wont to deceive the People, who being convict of the moſt 
notorious Villanies, ſuch as ten of his deaths could not expiate, durſt 
not abide a legal Trial, but ran away into voluntary Baniſhment, 
where *tis the Intereſt even of the Barbarians to cut him off, leſt he 
alſo inveagle them with his Impieties ; that they did well to adhere 
to the moſt reverend George, a Perſon moſt admirably vers'd in Divine 
things, and who would condu& them in the way to Heaven; upon 
whoſe Dire&ion and Council they ſhould do well to depend, as up- 
on a ſacred Anchor, to keep them ſafe from all Winds of SeduQtion 
and Error. This is the Sum of the Letter, the Truth whereof is evi- 
dent at firſt fight. And that Athanaſius might be ſecure in no place, 
he wrote to the barbarous Countries to ſearch him out, and deliver 
him up to the Emperor's Officers, and that both People and Clergy 
ſhould be compelPd to embrace the Arian Herefie, or in caſe of re- 
fufal be put to death. And becauſe Athanaſins had ſome time fince 
ordain'd Frumentins Biſhop of Auxnumis, and ſent him to convert and 
chriſtianize thoſe Nations, he diſpatch'd a Letter 4 to Aizans and 
S$4az4na Princes of that Country, to require them to cauſe Frumentins 
to repair to Alexandria to George and the reſt of the Biſhops, that 
(as was fit), he might from them receive Epiſcopal Authority and 
Ordination, and be rightly inſtrufted in the Faith and 7s yo of 


the Church ; otherwiſe it was evident that he ftill perſiſte - _ 
_ aulc 
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Cauſe and Communion of wicked Athanaſius, and conſequently be- 
ing ſeduc'd by his leud Diſcourſes, not only God wonld be diſhon 
oured, and the Churches difturb'd, but the whole Country in danger 
of being 9ver-run and brought to rune. 

VIII WHILE the Storm fell rhus heavy round about, God 
had provided Athanaſins a ſecure ſhelter in the Wilderneſs, where in 
the midſt of his ſolitary Retirements he enjoy'd the pleaſures of a 
very grateful Converſation, the company of thoſe pious and devour 
Inhabitants of the Deſert, the primitive Monks, a quite other fort of 
men from thoſe who in theſe latter Ages paſs under that name and 
Charater ; Perſons who retiring from the World, lived wholly to 
God, and were intirely taken up in the moſt ſevere Exerciſes of Re- 
ligion, a Courſe wherein they had beentrained up by Paul of Thebers, 
and Athanaſins's kind Friend S. Anthony (who was ftill alive) the two 
great Founders of the Monaftick Inſtitution. There were two* ſorts 
of them, Eremite and Cznobite ; the firſt were wholly devoted to So- 
litude, and convers'd with none but God and themſelves, and knew 
no more of the World, than what they met with in the Wilderneſs ; 
the other kept together in Societies, exerciling mutual Love and 
Fellowſhip, and were Hermits in the midſt of populous Cities, and 
led eter lives amidſt the noiſe and crowd, being a World to 
themſelves, and by mutual Converſation great examples and incen- 
tives to Piety and Vertue. With theſe our great man ſpent histime, 
reconciling in his own Praftice both the Solitary and the Ceenobitick 
Life, ſhewing that the Epiſcopal Order could Philofophize, and thar 
Philoſophy ir ſelf needed Epiſcopal Direction ; both the contempla- 
tive and the ative Life met in him, and he convinc'd the World, 
that a Monaſtick Life conſiſted more in Gravity and Conftancy of 
Manners, than in an abſolute Separation from the World. And in- 
deed with ſo great Reverence and Veneration did they entertain him, 
that whatever he commanded or di{lik'd, was receiv'd by them as a 
Law ; and when afterwards he was hunted as a Partridge upon the 
Mountains, they not only refus'd to tell the Meſſengers where he 
was, but ſo much as to ſpeak to them , expoſing their. Necks to 
drawn Swords for his ſake, and accounting it a more ſublime and he- 
roick Aftion to ſuffer for him, than to refine themſelves by long 
faſting and abſtinence, and other Religious Auſterities, which yer 
they accounted the Pleaſure as well as Duty of that place. To gra- 
tile the deſires of theſe devour Companions, and to *do right to 
Truth, he wrote that large Epittle vis yg > ugmmpn Bloy ang, 
To the Solitary Aſceticks that every where led a Monaſtick Life, where- 
in he gives them an account of his own and the Churches Calami- 
ties, of the malicious Arts, and bloody PraQtices of the Ariars, and 
what he and his Friends and Followers had ſuffered for the Catholick 
Cauſe, eſpecially ſince the time of the Sardicans Council. He fent * 
allo Conſolatory Letters to the holy Virgins, to adminiſter proper en- 
couragements to them to undergo the aq mg. that came uv 
them for their Conftancy to the Truth; but theſe are loft. 
becauſe his Adverſaries heavily chargd upon him his retirement, as 
an evidence of his Guilt, and the badneſs of his Cauſe, he wrote an 
Apolooy for his Flight, wherein he ſhews what cauſe they hed given 
him fo to do, and that his withdrawing was warranted by the Will 
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of God, the reaſon of things, and the Examples of wiſe and good 
men in all Ages. . This he back'd with an Apology to the Emperor, 
wherein he very particularly anſwers at large to all the materia] 
Crimes that had been charg'd upon him, aſſuring his Majeſty thar 
he was moſt ready and deſirous perſonally to have done it in his pre- 
ſence, and had begun his Journey, when the evil Tidings, that like 
Job's Meſſengers came flocking in, one ſtill worſe than another, made 
him retreat, and look upon the attempt as deſperate. Some time 
after he wrote a Second Apology for himſelf, wherein he juſtifies hig 
Innocency from the publick Atteſtations and Decrees of ſeveral Synods 
that had been purpoſely held to that end in Egypr, at Rome, at Say- 
dica, at Jeruſalem, and by the Teſtimony both of the Emperor Cos- 
ftans, and Conſtantius, all which he demonſtrates out of publick Re- 
cords, and the Epiſtles themſelves, which he there inſerts. 

IX. BUT the moſt unſpotted Innocency is not ſhield enough 
apainſt the Aſſaults of Envy, nor can Rocks and Mountains afford a 
Refuge and ProteCtion, where Cruelty is inſpir'd by an aCtive Malice, 
While Arhanaſius thus happily imploy*d his vacant and retired hours, 
his Enemies, encourag'd by the Severity of the Emperor (who had 
ſet a price * upon his Head, and commanded him to be brought ei- 
ther alive or dead) diligently ranſack'd every place, and ſearch'd the 
very corners of the Wildernefs, threatning the Monks with the ut- 
moſt Cruelty, if they did not diſcover him. This forcd him to ſhift 
his Quarters, and to retire to a more private arfd diſconſolate place, 
where he had ſcarce Air to breath in, and where none came at him, 
but only one Perſon, who brought him Neceſſaries, and convey'd 
Letters to him. And well might it be a cloſe place, were it true 
what Rafinus * reports, that for (ix years together he lay hid in a dry 
Well, where he never faw the Sun, and when at length betray'd by 
a Maid, who alone was privy to his concealment, the Officers came 
to ſearch for him, he upon a warning from God, had remov'd that 
very night, which ſo provok'd the Officers, that they puniſt'd the 
Maid, as one that had abus'd them with a falſe Report. Nay we 
are told *, that upon the danger of his being apprehended in the 
Church at Alexanaria, not knowing whither to retire (it not being 
fafe for him to go to any of his Friends or Relations) he fled privately 
to the Houſe of a young Virgin, then not above twenty years of Age, 
a Perſon of ſuch incomparable Beauty, that good men were afraid to 
behold her, and of a Temper no leſs adorn'd with divine Graces and 
Vertues : He told her his Circumſtances, and that by an Intimation 
from Heaven, he had been admoniſh'd to come thither, as the only 
ſafe and unſuſpeRted place. She bad him welcome, performing her 
felf the meaneſt Offices to him, and there he remain'd unknown to 
any for fix years together, till the Death of Conſtantizs let him out ; 
ne on to the aſtoniſhment of all, he was unexpeQedly found fitting 
in the Church. Theſe Paſſages I have related, not that I give any 
credit to them, or adviſe the Reader to believe them, but becauſe de- 
livered by Writers, who themſelves liv'd in, ornear thoſe times, nay 
Palladius Biſhop of Helenopolis (the firſt Reporter that I find of the 
Story) aſſures us, that he was acquainted with this very Virgin, then 
ſeventy years of Age, when he was at Alexandria, and that the whole 
Clergy of the Church atteſted the Truth of her Relation. To 
thin 
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thinks 'ewas firſt fram'd by the Arians, to refle&t diſgrace upon Arhe- © 


»aſius, and thence taken up by ſome unwary Catholicks. Whether 
ſo or no, I cannot tell. Sure I am, were there nothing elſe to ſhake 
the Credit of the Story, this alone were enough, that not only Naz#- 
anzen, but Athanaſius himſelf exprefly aſſures us, that all that time 
he ſojourn'd in the Deſert. Perhaps thus much of it might be true ; 
and that give Birth to all the reſt, that 4Athanafice affrighted with the 
great buſle and danger in the Church, and not knowing where to re- 
treat for ſafety, might for rhe preſent take SanQtuary in the Houſe 
ofthis Virgin, and thence immediately eſcape intq the Wilderge(s, I 
cannot but here remark what Dorothews Arch-biſhop of Monenwbeſis 


(who wrote a Smopſi; of Hiſtory in Modern Greek) relates! , that Com- | =uis4. a- 
ſtantius in the XVth. year of his Reign baniſh the great Athanaſius whe. io 


& % Eyaumegy, that is, according to the Phraſe of his time, igto Em * 


gland, and that one Felix was ordain'd in his room. Where helides 
the Error in Point of Chronology, two great miſtakes are crqwded 
into a few words. Firſt, that Felix way ordain'd to be his Succeſlor, 
no ſuch being ever Biſhop of Alexandria: Secondly, that he was ba- 
niſh'd into Exg/and, a thing never mention'd by any but himſelf. I 
conceive him rather by a ſlip of memory, to have put Athaneſizs in- 
ſtead of Liberius, upon whoſe Banjſhment (not into Exglend; but 
Thrace as we have ſeen before ) Felix was thruſt into the See of Rome. 
As for Athanaſius, he ſhelter'd himſelf at this preſent in the Egyptian 
Deſerts. Where we leave him for a time to his Devotions and Stu- 
dies _ we ſtep out into the World to ſee how his Caule far'd 
abroad, 
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The State of the Athanaſian Cauſe from the Council at Sirmium, 
till the Synod at Seleucia. 


A Synod calld at Sirmium, and a Confeſſion of Faith drawn up. Sub- 
feriptions procur'd to it. An attempt upon Holtus Biſhop of Eorduba 
Hoſius = The Honours done him by Conſtantine the Great. - His 
great Authority amoneſt the Catholicks, Conſtantius his Letters to 
him to ſollicit his ſubſcribing the Condemnation of Athanaſius. His 
bold and impartial Anſwer, and Baniſhment. Threat*ned and torturd 
into a ſubſcribing the Sirmian Confeſſion. His releaſement and retury 
into Spain; the Report of his violent Proceedings againſt all that re- 
fus'd Communion with him, founded upon what Authority. His Aye, 
Death, and Charatter. The warious Diviſions and Sub-diviſions of 
the Arian Tribe, and the chief heads of the ſeveral Parties. Another 
Symoaal Aſſembly at Sirmiuum. A ſecond Confeſſion agreed upon, and 
drawn up with the Date of the Conſuls. Athanaſius his witty Remarks 
upon it. Conſtantius ſollicited in behalf of Liberius his releaſe. 
Liberius perſwaded and prevailed with to ſign the laſt Sirmian Confcſſi- 
on. His Letter to the Eaſtern Biſhops, teſtifying his conſent and com- 
pliance with them. S. Hilary's ſparp Refleions upon that Letter. 
Several other Letters written by him to the ſame purpoſe. His return 
zo Rome, re-poſſeſſion of his See, and death. The Emperor's deſign of 
convening 4 more general Council, Several places pitch'd upon for that 
Aſſembly. A Reſolution to have two Synods at the ſame time, one is 
tbe Eaſt, and another in the Weſt, and why. A Council ſummor'd at 
Ariminum for the Weſt. The number of Biſhops meeting there. The 
Poverty of the Brittiſh Biſhops. The late Sixmian Confeſſion re- 
jetted by the Catholicks, who urge the Condemnation of Arianiſm. The 
Nicene Faith confirm*d, and all oppoſite Dottrines cenſurd and thrown 
out. Urſacius, -Valens, &c. deposd. An account of their Synodal 
Tranſattions tranſmitted to the Emperor. The cold entertainment of 
their Legates. The Legates circumvented into a compliance by ſome 
about the Emperor, but denied Communion at their return, The Fa 
thers at Aruminum hardly us'd, and wearied out, ts force them to 4 
compliance. Valens his notorious ſhuffling, when preſs*'d home by the 
Synod. The Council impos'd upon by ambiguous Terms, and plauſible . 
Pretences, The Biſhops afterwards ſeverally repent, and retratt th:ir 
Subſcriptions. 


(where he had lately been to celebrate a magnificent Tri- 
umph for his Victory over Magnentius) lay at this time at 
Sirmium, Ann. CCCLVII where the Arian Biſhops that were about 
the Court taking advantage of the Emperor's preſence, convene 4 
Synodal Aſſembly, and ſtudy to ſmooth over things with fair pre- 
tences ; that they were deſirous to remove thoſe things that might 


give offence on cither ſide, and ſhew how much they were inclun'd 
to 
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to Peace. And to thisend they fram'd a new Confeffion =, wherein 
Having premis'd, that though they acknowledge one God the Father 
Almighty, and one only Son begotten of his Father before all Worlds, 
yet they did not allow two Gods ; they amongſt other things declare, 
that becauſe ſome were offended with the Word voia of Subftarce, 
therefore that neither of theſe Terms ougyaoy (Conſubſtantial) nor 
Cugtymor (of like ſubſtance) ſhould be usd in commgn diſcourſe, or be 
treated of in the Church, both becauſe the Terms were unſcriptural, 
and the things themſelves above any humane Comprehenſion ; that 
there could - be no doubt, but that the Father was greater both in 
Honour, Dignity, Brightneſs, Majeſty, and in the very title of 
Father, the Son himſelt teſtifying, the Father that ſent me, is greater 
than I; that no man could be ignorant that this was Catholick 
Dodrine, that there are two Perſons, one of the Father, and another 
of the Son; that the Father was the greater, the Son SubjeQ, together 
with all things which the Father had put under him ; that the Father 
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was without beginning, inviſible, immortal, impaſſible, the Son born 


of the Father, God of God, Light of Light, whoſe Generation none 
but the Father could underſtand ; and that the number of the Trinity 
was intire and perfeft. This was the ſum of their Declaration, 
whereto they delign'd to gain the Subſcriptions of ſome of the moſt 
eminent of the Catholick Party ; and firſt they ſet upon Hoſis, a man 
of renown,whom they partly infnar'd, and partly compell'd into a com- 
pliance with them. 

[1. THIS venerable Prelate was Biſhop of Corduba in Spain, in 
which capacity he appeared, and ſubſcribed in the eleventh place in 
the I/iberix. Council, held about the year CCCV. He had been a 
noble Confeſfor even under the Heathen Perſecutions, a Perſon of 
ſingular account, and who had for many years been imploy'd in the 
moſt important Afﬀairs and TranſaCtions of the Church. He was 
peculiarly dear to Conſtantine the Great, who committed to his care 
the adjuſting the Difference between Cecilia» and Donatus of Carchage 
in the Synod of Arles, 47m. CCCXIV. and ſent him afterwards to 
Alexandria to compoſe the growing Differences between Alexander 
and Arius; preſent ſoon after in rhe Council of Nice, where he bore 
a prime ſtroke, and had a chief hand in drawing up the Creed ; calld 
alſo to that of Sardica, where he was Preſident of the Council, and 
ſtoutly defended the Athanaſian Cauſe, Indeed a man of that great 
Reverence and Authority, that he was at every tura ſtyI'd Father 
Hoſius, counted and call'd the Father of Biſhops. The Arians knew 
well of what importance it would be to them, to have ſo conſiderable 
a Perſon brought over to their Party, or at leaſt ſent out of the way, 
and therefore addreſſing themſelves to Conſtantivr, repreſented n to 
him, that they had taken all courſes that they could for the ſupport 
and advancement of their Cauſe, that they had banilh'd Liberiws , 
and many other Biſhops before him, and had filld all places with 
Terror and Violence, but that all this turn'd to no account, ſo lon 
as Hoſius was left in the way, that fo long as he ſtood his ground, al 
others in a manner poſſeſs'd their Churches, being a Perſon of that 
eminent Ability and Authority, that he alone was able to arm the 
whole World againſt them ; tt at *rwas he that fleerd Synods, and 
whoſe Letters were receiv'd every where with an uncontroulable 
Veneration, 


n 4th.ad Splits 
Pp. 648. 


The Life of S. ATHaNas1Uus. 


Veneration, that 'twas he that had compos'd the Niceze Faith, and 
every where proclaim'd the 4riens to be Hereticks; that therefore 
his Majeſty ſhould do well to ſet upon him alſo, without any regard 
to his Gray Hairs, a nicety which their Cauſe did not ſtick at. The 
Emperor eaſily pexſwaded by their Infinuations, ſent for him, and as 
he had before done to Liber:ius, ſought by fair and plauſible Councils 
and Arguments to perſwade him to ſubſcribe, and _ with the 
Arians. The good old man was infinitely ſurpriz'd, and troubled tg 
hear the leaſt motion made that way, for which he check'd the 
Emperor, and at length prevail'd with him to deſiſt, who according] 
gave him leave to return back into his own Country. But his Ene- 
mies did not leave him ſo, but again fſollicited the Emperor, and þb 
help of their Friends the Eunuchs at Court, ſo exaſperated his mind 
that he wrote him a ſharp Letter full of Menaces and Reproaches, 
which yet wrought as little upon him, as Promiſes and Perſwaſives 
had done before. This Letter was followed by ſeveral others, the 
Emperor ſometimes infinuating, and gently treating him as a Father, 
ſometimes threatning, and laying before him thoſe that had been 
baniſh'd, letting him know how ill he took it, that he only ſhould 
ſtand our. To which Hoſius return'd an Anſwer » to this effe&t 
that he had been a Confelſor under the Maximian Perſecution, and 
was ready to be ſo again, rather than to betray the Truth ; that he 
might hearken to him that was old enough to be his Grand-father ; 
that he had been preſent at, and privy to all the TranſaQtions of the 
Sardican Council, where he had ſeen Athanaſius openly challenge his 
Adverſaries, who retir'd with ſhame ; that like his Brother Conſtaxs, 
he ſhould lay aſide force and terror, and ſuffer things to come to a 
fair and impartial Trial; that he ſhould remember that he himſelf 
was Mortal, and ought to live under the awful ſence of a Judgment 
to come, and reſerve himſelf undefiled againſt that day, and not thruſt 
himſelf upon the Determination of Ecclefiaftick Matters; that for the 
Caſe in hand, his Reſolution was this, that he would not joyn with 
the Ariazs, but would condemn their Herefie ; nor would he ſub- 
ſcribe againſt Athanaſius, whom he and the Church of Rome, and a 
whole S nod had pronounced Innocent, and to which his Majeſty 
himſelf had afſented, having thereupon honourably remitted him to 
his own See : concluding thus, Stop, I beſeech you, Sir, and be per- 
ſmaded by me ;, for theſe are things which both become me to write, and you 
not to deſpiſe. 

ITI. THIS reſolute Letter did. but the more provoke the Party, 
who told the Emperor, that Hoſius refle&ted upon him as a Perſecutor, 
and was ſo far from complying with his Majeſties deſires, that for 
Athanaſins's ſake he condemn'd the Arians, and perſwaded others to 
ſuffer death, rather than betray the Truth, and that great numbers 
in Spain were of his mind. Amongſt theſe Accuſers Poramius ? Biſhop 
of Odyſſipona in Spain was not the leaſt, who bribd with a rich Farm, 
having heretofore become an Apoſtate from the Catholick Party, ow'd 
Hoſius an old Grudge for diſcovering his Villany, and reproaching 
him for an Heretick, and therefore took this opportunity to pay him 
home. Hereupon he again ſent for him, and confin'd him to Sirmium 
as the place of his Baniſhment, where he remain'd a whole year, 


till Conſtentius at this time return'd thither, who caus'd him to becited 
into 
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into the Synod 1, where the Confeſſion was offered him to ſubſcribe, 14th.5b9.551, 
which he rejeted at firſt, but being threatned, and ſeverely handled, © Os 
beaten and rackd, and not fo well able to hold out by reaſon of his p.126.S0x.1.4. 
reat Age (at this time an hundred years old) and a little too tender ©:5-þe5421543 
of his dyin Carcaſs (niminm Sepulchri ſui amans, as S. Hilary * has Philofl 22h: 
it) and as ſome fay, being Rich, and loth to be ſent further into 7: 453: 
Baniſhment, he yielded at laſt, and ſubſcrib'd the Confeſſion, which, —_— 
might we believe the Title put to it by S. Hilary, was drawn up by 
him : Philoftorgius adds, that he ſubſcrib'd not only againſt the 
5ugio10y, but againſt Arhanaſius; but Athanaſius © himſelf, (who cer. * Ubi fog & 
rainly beſt knew) aſſures us to the contrary, that though he commu. 424525 
nicated with the Arians, yet he did not ſubſcribe againſt him. A 
great inſtance it was of humane frailty, and how far a good man, 
after ſo many years reſolute Profeſſion, after ſo many noble and un- 
daunted Conflits both againſt Heathens and Hereticks, niay fall, 
when God leaves him to himſelf; which yet is the leſs to be won- 
dered at in ſo feeble and decrepit an Age, and under ſo much Force 
and Cruelty. And probable it is, he might hope by this Condeſcen- 
tion, to molifie the ſtubbornneſs of the 4rian FaQtion, who could at 
norate endure the word 6yguo:G., eſpecially fince it was no where to 
be found in Scripture. Being thus releasd, and ſet right by the 
Synodal Letters, and eſpecially furniſh'd with a Warrant from the 
Emperor, that all Biſhops that refus'd Communion with him, ſhould 
be baniſh'd, he return'd into Spain, where, fay my Authorst, he * F«f. & 
firſt fell foul upon Gregory Biſhop of 1liberis, who oppos'd.him, whom NA 
by vertue of his Warrant he caus'd Clementinus (who at that time as p. 14, kc. 
e Emperor's Vicar govern'd Spaiz) to bring before him. Great 
Diſputing there was between them, which Moſius perceiving would 
not ms. be Matter to an Iſſue, call'd to the Governor to execute 
his Warrant, and to baniſh him. Clementinus replied, he could not 
do it, till firſt he was depos'd from his Biſhoprick, and reduc'd to a 
private Station. Which when Hoſius was reſolv'd to do, Gregory 
appeal'd to Heaven, O Chriſt, ({aid he) thou that art God, and who art 
coming to judge the quick and the dead, ſuffer not the Sentence of man to 
be this day pronouncd againſt thy Servant, who for thy ſake am, as a 
Criminal, made a Spettacle to the World ; but judge now thy PEL I be- 
fſeech thee, in thine own _ and wouchſafe by ſome inſtance of Vengeance 
to determine the Caſe. Which I requeſt, not that I am afraid of Baniſh- 
ment, any puniſhment for thy names ſake being acceptable and eaſie to me; 
but that others ſeeing the immediate Interpoſals of thy Vengeance, may be 
delivered from that Error and Prevarication, whereinto they are enſnared. 
This ſaid, Hofius jult as he was going to pronounce Sentence, was 
ſtricken in a Moment, his Mouth diſtorted, his Neck drawn awry, 
and falling back from the Bench to the Ground, died. An Accident 
that ſtruck a ſtrong Terror and Aſtoniſhment into all the Beholders, 
and even into Clementinys himſelf though an Heathen Governour. . 
This unfortunate Story I am not very willing to believe, though [ 
muſt needs acknowledge it is related by Marcel/inus and Fauſtinus , 
two Presbyters in their Supplication to the Emperor Theodoſius, who 
liv'd at that time, and wrote this within lefs than thirty years after 
the thing was done, and for the truth of it, appeal to all Spain, as a 
thing notoriouſly known, *Tis true they have hard words = 
em 
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them upon this acount, and I am fo far willing to grant, that their 
being of the Luciferiaw Separation (who abominated all thoſe that 
had but once communicated with the Ariazs, though they return 
to the boſom of the Church, for *tis an unpardonable miſtake in 
» Bivar. Com them .* that make Marcellinws to have been an 4rian) might render 
 nnten e them leſs Impartial, and apt to make the worſt of things. Certain 
360. þ. 388. I am, Athaxnaſins w exprelly aftrms, that Floſaus upon his Death-bed 
" 44 Site ſolemnly profels'd the force that bad been us'd towards him, ana. 
OR thematiz'd the 4rien Herelie, and gave charge that none ſhould em. 
brace or entertain it. He departed this Life, as may robably be 
conjecurd, Azz. CCCLAI. a little betore the death of Confianting 
after he had been above ſixty years Biſhop of that See. I conclude 
his Story with a double CharaQer and Encomium, the one given 
* Fpi8.5)n.4). him by all the Fathers * of the Sardicas Council, who ſtyle him 
Ath. pol I. Th, good Old Holius, oxe who for his Age, Confeſſion, and the infinite 
Vo troubles he had undergone in the Service of the Church, was worthy of all 
5 Apol.ad conſt. Hoxaur aud Veneration : The other by Athavaſius, He was, (layes hey) 
pe 547» the great, the moſt illuſtrious Coxfeſſor, truly Olius, 5. e. Holy, what 
Conncil did he not preſide in, and who yielded not to his orthodox Dif- 
courſes ? What Churches have not admirable Monuments of his Care and 
Patronage ? W ho ever came ſad to him, that went not chearful from hin ? 
Who ever beg'd thing of him, which be did not eaſily obtain from 
hin ? All theſe Paſſages we have here laid together, that we might 
preſent the account of this great man intire, Which done, we now 
return. 
'E9 Fmw- TY, ERROR is not farther diſtant from Truth, than *cis multi- 
PAI 57 farious and inconſtant in its own nature, and apt to divideand ſeparate 
eigirvor 34- from it ſelf. The 4rians all agreed in the main Point, in oppoſing 
a rc 3 the Catholick DoCtrine concernin the Son of God, but fell out 
Og ent. amongſt themſelves, and each Claſs divided and ſub-divided from 
on, 757; 7% One another. One ſort would not allow him to be of the ſame, but 
= only of a like nature and ſubſtance with the Father ; a ſecond affirm'd 
74: Cyril. ca- him to be in all things like to the Father , but withall denied the 
tech. V1:2.134- holy Ghoſt to have any Communication of Nature and Eſſence either 
with the Father or the Son. Which was the Opinion of the Maceds- 
nians, Another decried the ogunoy, but yet affirm'd that he was 
not a Creature, as one of the Creatures: and this way went Aracius 
Biſhop of Ceſares and his Party. A fourth were for neither, but ex- 
prelly afſerted him to be «yg:G- (thence call'd Azomeans) altoge- 
ther unequal to and unlike his Father. And this was ſtarted by Aeti- 
4s, made Deacon by George of Alexandria, ſayes Epiphanins, by Le- 
ontins of Antioch ſay moſt others (and perhaps both truly, for being 
firſt ordain'd Deacon by Leontizs, and after tor his Miſdemeanors de- 
'd, he might be again advanc'd to that degree by the other) and 
PRe's, 5 : 37 ny | 
18 that capacity ſerving at this time in the Church of Antioch, where 
he met with an opportunity to publiſh and propagate his Notions. 
* $02, 1.4-c.2. For about the time of the Sirmian Convention, Exdoxius * having 
P- 553 ®© uſurp'd the See of Artioch, eſpous'd the Cauſe of Aerivs, who for 
his troubleſom and contentious Temper had been rejected by his 
own Party, eſpecially by Leontivs the former Biſhop. Endoxius 
having got Poſſeſſion, conven'd'a Synod at Atioch, where he exprelly 
condema'd both the Homoonſian, and the Homoiouſian Terms, (as = 
a 
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had lately been 1n the Conventicle at Sirminm ) and wrote to Vale; 
Urſaciis and Germinws, the chief Heads of the Party in that Synod, 
; . to give them thanks for —_— over the Weſtern Biſhops to their 

fide. But a Party 1n his own Church (. whom he had thrown out ) 
made Head againſt him , and having procurd the Recommendatory 
Letters of George Biſhop of Laodicea, went to Ancyra in Galatia, where 
Bafilius the Biſhop had at that time aſſembled many of the Neighbour- 
Prelates to the Dedication of a Church which he had lately built. 
'Who being ſatisfied with the Letter, and the account they gave of 
his Actings , and the Confeſſion he had publiſh'd in the Synod at 
Antioch, appointed Bafilizs and ſome others to wait upon the Emperor, 
and acquaint him with the Caſe,. and to requeſt of him, that all the 
Synodal Determinations might take place , that had defin'd the Son 
to be cugivaG., of 1 ke ſubſtance with the Father. The Emperor 
hereupon revok'd the Letter which he had juſt then given to 4ſþha- 
lizs, Exdoxizs his Legate, and ſent a ſmart Epiſtle » to the Church 
of Antioch, to let them know, that he had never ſent Exdoxiws to be 
their Biſhop , nor would- ever favour ſuch, that he was reſoly'd to 
cruſh Aetins and his Followers, and that they ſhould thruſt them out 
of all publick Aſſemblies, and that they had no other way to fave 
themſelves, but by recovering themſelves our of the ſnare of the 
Devil, and by conſenting to thoſe Determinations which the wiſe and 
holy Biſhops had regularly agreed upon. And by this means the Ano- 
mean Hereſie was ſtopd for the preſent. 

V. I T was the year CCCLVIIL and the Court was ſtill at Sir-rin, 
where the Eaſtern Legats » together with the reſt of the Biſhops -that 
were about the Court, held a Synodal Convention, wherein pretending 
that ſome went about to eſtabliſh their own Errors, under pretence of 
the word Confublfantial, they paſsd and ratified a new Confeſfion, made 
up of a former Sirmiar Confethion againſt Photinus ©, andthe old Dedi- 
cation-Creed at Antioch blended together, and which 'ris like was the 
fame with that which Baſilins and his Synod had fram'd ſome few months 
before at Ancyra againſt Exdoxius and his Party. But nothing rendred 
this Confeſſion ſo famous, as that in all probability it was that, which was 
ſubſcribd by Pope Liberins; it being evident beyond all diſpute (both 
from the Earthquake at Nicomedia, the date of Felix and Liberixs's 
death, and other Circumſtances) that it wasthis year, viz. 4. CCCLVIIL 
that Liberizs ſubſcrib'd at Sirminm; and was releasd from Baniſhmenrt; 
He had been now almoſt three years in Exile, and pla it is, from the 
Note written with his own Hand at the end of his Letter 4 to Vixzcentins, 
that he was heartily weary of his Exile, and that his defire to return, 
had a conſiderable influence upon his ſubſcribing. And asfor Conſtanti- 
#, he was pretty well diſposd towards it. At his laſt being at Kowe <, 
the noble and great Ladies had<defir'd their Husbandsto Petition the Em- 
peror for his Reſtitution, threatning, that unleſs this was done, they 
would leave them, and go to thetr Biſhop. But the men apprehending 
the danger of the attempt, put the Women upon it, as who might ſafe}- 
eſt undertake it. And they accordingly, with great Pomp and Gallan- 
try made their Addreſs, and preſented their Petition, to which the Em- 
peror anſwered, that the City was already well provided for; Felix, 
who ſucceeded Liberins, being a moderate man, who adher'd to the 
' Nicene Faith, and yet did not ſuperciliouſly exclude others from Com- 
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munion. However he gave them no denial, intending to compromiſe 
the buſineſs between the two Biſhops. And beingnow at Sirmrin, and x 
plauſible Confeſſion, as he thought, agreed on, he reſolv'd to ſend for 
Liberius *, and: that at a time when the Legates both of the Eaſtern and 
IW-{tern Bilhops wereat Court, the Prelates of the Eaſt earneſtly excitin; 
the Emperor to make him ſubſcribe the Hoxoionuſan Creed. i leems . 
firſt he ſtood off, till threatnings ® and force were us'd, and then he 
came over and ſubſcrib'd, Sozomen exprelly telling us, that 'twas part gf 
the Confeſſion he was forc'd to, that the Son is not Cor-ſubſtantial, but 
that in ſubſtance and in all things he is like to his Father 3 and that Ey. 
doxius and the Aetians gave it out at Antioch, that he had likewiſe con. 
demn'd the 6ygsavy, and declar'd the Son to be unlike the Father. Which 
they did to give life to, and to keep up the Reputation of their ſink 
Cauſe. But preparatory hereunto, and before his coming to Court, he 
had been dealt with by Demophilus and Fortunatiar, (ſent to him ng 
doubt by the Emperor's Order) who plied him ſo ſucceſsfully, that he 
2ave his conſent, and began now more freely to declare himſclt, and firſt 
he wrote a © Letter to the Eaſter» Biſhops, which together with 
S. Hilary's Cenſures (thrown intothe Margin) we here inſert. 


To my dear Brethren, the Presbyters and Biſhops 
of the Eaſt, Liberins greeting, 


Aving had the fear of God before your eyes in your Proceedings 

H boly Faith is known both to = $a —_s a according a 
ſpeaks, Judge righteoully O ye Sons of men. For my part I did not defend 
Athanaſius, but foraſmuch as my Predeceſſor Julius of happy Memory had en- 
tertain'd hint, I was afraid leſt any one ſhould judge me to prevaricate. But as 
ſoon as I underſtood, what it had pleas d God ſhould come to paſs that you had 
juitly condemw'd him, I immediately gave my aſſent to your Determinati- 
ons, and wrote Letters concerning him i, which I gave to our Brother 
Fortunatian to be carried. to the Emperor Conſtantius. Athanaſius 
therefore being ſhut out of Communion with all of us, from whom I intend 
not to receive any Letters, I declare, that I have Peace - and Unanimity 
with you all, and with all the Biſhops in the Eaſt, or in any other Pro- 
vinces, And that you may be the better ſatisfied that it is the true Beli 
which TI declare by this Epiitle , our common Brotker Demophilus has 
been pleas'd, according to his wonted kindneſs, to open to me the true and 
Catholick, Faith, treated of, expounded, and receiv'd by all our Brethren 
and fellow-Biſhops, that were preſent at Sirmium k, This Faith I freely 
and willingly receive without any contradidion | , to this 1 have 
yielded my conſent , this I follow , this I maintain ®, And now I have 
thought good to beſeech your Holineſs, that foraſmuch as you ſee that I am 
in all things of the ſame mind with you, you would vouchſafe by common 
advice and ſtudy to promote my being releas'd from Baniſhment, and that 
I may return to the See, which Heaven has committed to me. j 

Next he " wrote particularly to Orſacins, Valens, and Germinins 
whoſe Intereſt he knew ſway'd much at Court, to the ſame purpoſe, 
declaring his Deteſtation of Athanaſns, that he held Communion 
with them, with Epidetus and Auxentins, and others , entreating 
them to 1mprove their Intereſt for his Reſtitution, concluding, that 


who- 
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ridere diſſented from this Peace and Concard, ſhould be cut off 


from his Communion. Which $. Hilary ſeals up, with ar Arathera 

om me to the Prevaricator of the Arians. He wrote * likewiſe to 
Brcentins Biſhop of Capua, to let him know that he had deſerted the 
Athanaſian Cauſe, and was goneoverto the Orientaliits, and that Peace 


| being now reftor'd to him, he deſir'd him to affemble the Biſhops of 


Campania , and to acquaint them with theſe Matters, and that they 
would diſpatch ſome of their number with a Letter to the Emperor, 
that he being ſatisfied in the Peace and Unity between them , he 
might be delivered out of that uncomfortable condition whercin he 
was adding this Note at the bottom, I have Peace with all the Eaſtern 
Biſhops, and with you, I have acquitted my ſelf to God, look ye to it, if 
you have mind T ſhould end my days in Baniſhment. The Lord judge be- 
tween me and you. 

VI ABUNDANT fatisfaQtion being thus given , he came to 
Sirmium, and upon his Subſcription was receiv'd, releas'd and reſtor'd, 
the Biſhops writing ? to Fel:x Biſhop of Roxe,. and to the Clergy 
there, that they ſhould receive Liberizs, and that both ſhould quietly 
fit in the Apoſtolick Throne, and all things done in Liberizs's abſence 
be buried in Oblivion. Herewith Lzberizs return'd to Rowe , which 
he entred in a kind of Triumph, and though Barorixs 4 out of the 
Pontifical Book tells us, that at his return , the People of Rome re- 
jected him for his Aria» compliance , and ſhun'd Communion with 

im , and that a very ſevere Perſecution was thereupon raig'd in the 
City, yet others * who liv'd in thoſe Times, tell us another Story, 
that at his return the People of Rowe went out to meet him with great 
joy, and when ( as Theodorit © informs us) the Emperor's Letters 
were read in the Circus, commanding that he and Felix ſhould joynt- 
ly carry on the Afﬀairs of that Church, and the two different FaQi- 
ons of the Circus requir'd , that one might have one Biſhop , and 
another the other, the People aller vine cried out, ore God, one 
Chriſt, one Biſhop. My Authors add, that F#lix either by the Senate 
or People was driven out of the City, and a little after at the Inſti- 
gation of ſome perjur'd Clergy-man (who had fided with him con- 
trary to their Oath given at Liberins's departure , that they would 
admjt no Biſhop in his room ) return'd, and kept publick Meetings 
in Julizr's Church beyond Ther, whom the Nobility and People did 
immediately caſt out again with infinitediſgracez that Felix ſurviy'd 
Liberins his return eight years, dying November XXII4 Ann. CCCLXV, 
After whoſe Death- Liberius abſolv'd the perjur'd and ſchiſmati- 
cal Clergy , who reſtor'd them to rheir proper Offices , and the 
next year ended his own Life September the XXIVth. Ann, CCCLXVI, 
Though before his Death we may hope he ſaw his Error, and return'd 
to a better Mind, which ſeems more than probable from the account 
of his- Faith in theſe important Articles , which he ſent to Atha- 
»aſius, yet extant in Athanaſins his Works *, if at leaſt as Baronius 
will have it, ( for which yet he offers no convincing Argument ) 
—_ Profeſſion was made after Liberins his Apoſtacy to the Arian 

arty, 

VII. HOW infinitely mutable and inconſtant is Error ! The Empe- 
ror by turns continuing (till at Sirminm, the next year Ann, CCCLIX, 


the Biſhaps were again conven'd, where they agreed upon anew Form 
> or 
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or Confeſſion of Faith, drawn up by Marc, Biſhop of Arethſa, and by 
him dictated no doubt in Greek, though Socrates ſays *twas tranſlated 
out of Latin. It ran thus. 


The Catholick Faith expounded and publiſh'd in the pre- 


ſence of our Lord, the moſt Religious and Incompara- 
ble Emperor Conſtantins, the Auguſt, Eternal, at Sirmi- 
um, May the XXII. the moſt excellent Flavins Enſebins, 
and Hypatins being Confuls. 


E believe in one only and true God, the Father Alzrighty, Maker 

and Creator of all things, and in the one only Begotten Son God, 

begotten of God impaſſubly before all Ages, and before all beginning, before 
all time that can be imagin'd, and before any comprehenſible Conception ; 
by whom the Worlds were framd, and all things made; the only begotten, 
begotten alone of the Father alone, God of God, like to the Father that 
begat him, according to the Scriptures; whoſe Generation none knows, but 
the Father only that begat hint. This we know to be the only begotten Son 
of God, who by his Fathers appointment came down from Heaven for the 
Deſtruttion of ſin, was born of the Virgin Mary, and conversd with his Diſ- 
ciples, and hating accompliſh\d his whole Oeconomy according to his Fa- 
ther's Will, was crucified, and aied, and deſcended into Hell, where he 
finiſh'd what yet remain d, and where the Keepers of that place trembled at 
his preſence. He al's roſe again the third day, and conversd with his 
Followers, and hating ſpent forty dayes, was taken up into Heaven, and 
ſits at the right hand of the Father, and ſhall come again at the lait day, 
in the glory of the Father, to render to every one according to his works. 
And in the holy Ghoſt, whom Jeſus Chriit the only begotten Son of God, 
promis'd to ſend as a Comforter to Mankind. As it is written, I go 
to my Father , and I will pray the Father, and he ſhall ſend you 
another Comforter, even the Spirit of Truth 3 he ſhall take of mine, 
and ſhall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance. But as for the word Subſtance, it having beer us'd by the Fa- 
thersin a more ſimple and harmleſs Sence, and not being underitood by the 
People, and ſince it is that whereat many take offence, as not being found 
in Scripture, we have therefore thought good that it ſhould be quite laid 
aſide, and that henceforth when any diſcourſe is concerning God, no men- 
tion ſhould be made of it, the holy Scripture never making mention of the 
Subſtance of the Father and the Son. As to the Son, we affirm him to be 


in all things like unto the Father, according as the Sacred Scriptures ao 
aſſert and teach. 


To this Confeſſion of Faith they add, we ſee in the Inſcription, 
( what was never before heard of in the Church of God ) the Impe- 
rial Titles, and the date of the Conſuls, and the day of the Month. 
A tacit acknowledgment to all wiſe and underſtanding men ( as 
Athanaſius * wittily retorts upon them ) that their Faith was none of 
the Ancients, and took its date only from the Reign of Conſtantiws. 
And whereas ( ſayes he) they pretended to write concerning wr 
Lord, inſtead of him, they adopted 4nother Lord, to wit, Conſtan- 
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tizs ; and they who refusd to own the Son of God to be Eternal, 

et made no ſcruple to give that Title to the Emperor. As for the 
body of the Creed, they peremptorily declare ( what in ſome of their 
late Confeſſions they had damn'd and rejefted) that the Son is in all things 
like unto the Father, and that this was the plain and currant Dodrine of 
the Golpel. 

VIII. T HE Troubles of the Church ſtill increafing , notwith- 
ſtanding all the Methods that had been us'd to allay them, the Em- 
peror ( who it ſeems was newly remov'd to Singidunnm, a Town in 
Myſia) was forc'd to think of compoſing things by a more general 
Council, and as Philoſtorgizs y tells us, by the advice of Patrophilus 
Biſhop of Scythopolis, and Narciſſus of Irenopolis, who were come to 
Court to make complaint againlt Baſil of Arcyra, it was reſolv'd that 
a Synod ſhould be holden at Nicomedia *, Bur a terrible Earth- 
quake ( wherein amongſt others Cecropius Biſhop of that place pe- 
n{h'd ) having there ſhatter'd all in pieces 3 the Bilhops who were 
upon their Journey were commanded to ſtop and go no farther, till 
the Emperor having advis'd with Buſp/ , appointed Nice to be the 
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place. A City the rather pitch'd on ( as Theodsrit » will have it) «146. 2. c. 26, 
that they might take advantage of the name, and that their Aſſem- ?: 195: 


bly might be ſtyled the Council of Nice , whereby it would be no 
hard matter to 1mpoſe upon (imple and unwary minds, as if theirs 
were the true Nicene Faith. Bur the Earth-quake having reach'd 
hither alſo, and lefr behind it fad Monuments of its Rage and Vio- 
tence , ſpoil'd that Deſign : Whereupon the Emperor changd his 
mind, and wrote to Buſi/, to conſult with the Ea5ern Biſhops, what 
place was moſt fit for the Synod to meet at. But they not agreeing, 
Bakl himſelf went to the Court at Sirminm, where he met with Mark of 
Arethuſa, and George Biſhop of Alexandria. The next place thought 
on was Tarſus a City of Czlicia (S. Paul's Birth-place) but neither did 
this give Satisfaction. At Jaſt a new Projed 1s refolv'd on, that the 
Council ſhould be divided, and that at the ſame time a Synod ſhould 
be holden for the Weſt at Ariminum a City of Amilia in Italy, and 
another at Seleucia a City of Iſauria, call'd the Sharp, for the Eaſt, 
The Emperor hoping, that as by this means the Journeys being 
ſhortned, the Biſhops would be more willing to come, ſo Councils 
being divided, they would the eafilier agree, and thoſe Heats and 
Feuds be prevented , which were otherwiſe likely to ariſe between 
ſuch contending Parties , and in fo great a mixture of ſuch d ferent 
Nations, Letters of Summons were forthwith given out, with com- 
mand to the Prelates of each Council , that they ſhould firſt handle 
and agree Matters of Faith, and then proceed to diſcuſs the Caules of 
the Biſhops that ſhould come before them, which being ended, they 
ſhould ſend ten of each Party to Court, to give the Emperor an account 
of what was done. 


IX. At Ariminum there met above CCCC *, nay if we may believe , ,,,, 4.61% 
the partial Account of Hunnericus King of the Vandals, in his Edit < p. 553. Sup. 
againſt the Catholick Biſhops of Africk, above a thouſand Prelates, 3%%2:P-t5% 
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orbe Romano, ( as the Editt 4 of the younger Valentinian informs us ) f 
from all parts of the Rozear Empire, though not many of the Eaiferr >; 


Biſhops were there, the main body of the Council conliſted of Weſtern 
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Prelates, Taurns the Governor having diſpatch'd Officers with parti. 
cular Summons into all the Provinces of the Weſt, and was command. 
ed not to ſuffer them to depart home , till they had agreed in one 
uniform Confeſſion of Faith , with promiſe , that if he brought it 
about, he ſhould be honoured with a Conſulſhip for his pains. He 
had Orders alſo to allow the Biſhops Proviſions of Meat and Wine at 
the Emperor's Charge. Which was refusd by them of Aquitaine, 
Gaal , and Britain , who choſe rather to live at their own charge, 
Three only of our Britiſh Biſhops, who were poorer than the reſt, ac. 
cepted of the publick Allowance , refuſing the maintenance which 
their Fellow-Biſhops offered them, accounting it more reaſonable to 
burthen the Exchequer, than private and particular Perſons. Which 
though ſome quarrell'd at, yet the Hiſtorian © honeſtly makes their 
Defence, that it was a fign of ancient Vertue and Piety, for Biſhops 
to be found ſo Poor, and that it was much better to be beholdento 
the Exchequer, where they would not be burdenſom to any. Being 
met , they could not at firſt agree to fit together , the Catholicks 
aſſembling in the Church, the 7 ( who were not above LXXX, ) 
ina Chappel or Oratory, though, probable it is, they ſoon joyn'd, ar 
leaſt held Correſpondence with each other. At their coming toge- 
ther, the Ariars declin'd f all medling with the Caſe of Athanafins, 
and fo they proceeded to diſcuſs Matters of Faith. And when ſeveral 
things were propounded and debated, Urſacius and Valens back*d by 
the reſt of the Arian Party, ſtood up and made a Motion, that {ince 
the Minds of men were greatly diſtracted with Diverlities of Creeds, 
all Forms hitherto publiſh'd might be aboliſh'd , and that the Con- 
fellion that had been drawn up 1n the late Synod at Sirminn, might 
be receiv'd and ſetled as the common and univerſal Standard, that 
the Emperor had approv'd it, and that the Council could not but ac- 
cept it , that curions Enquiries about theſe Matters begat Diſputes, 
and they Feuds and Quarrels , and that it was better to have right 
Notions of God, though we arriv'd at them by more unskiltul ways 
of reaſoning, than introduce novel Expreſſions, of near affinity with 
meer Subtleties of Logick; that the Term, Conſubſtartial, was to many 
obſcure, and wholly a Stranger to Scripture, and that it was far bet- 
ter, 1n the room of it, to ſay with the holy Scriptures, that the Sor is 
in all things like bis Father. This ſaid, they causd the Confeſſion 
( which they held in their hands) to be read before the Council, which 
the Catholicks had no ſooner heard, but they cried out, © We came 
* not hither becauſe we wanted a Form of Faith, we have one 
* which we have received from our Anceſtors , and which we pre- 
« ſerve entire. If you have compogd this, as now only beginning to 
« believe, you are not yet within the holy Order, not having yer 
« learn'd the Rudiments of your Faith ; but if theſe things have no- 
« thing novel in them, then openly anathematize Arianiſm, as it has 
« been the ancient Rule and way of the Church, to reje& other Herelies 
« as Impious; for that this blaſphemous Do&rine of Arins has done 
* nothing but raiſe Seditions and Confufions , from its firſt Com- 
* mencement to this day, is too manifeſt to the World. If theretore 
« ye be come with the ſame Minds that we are, let us unanimouſly 
* agrce, let us condemn and accurſe Herefies, and adhere to the 


* Conſtitutions of our Fore-Fathers, that ſo we may cut off all occa- 
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« ſons of future Synods upon this account, the Fathers of Nice having 


« done all that is neceffary in this Caſe for the Catholick Faith. 

X. BEFORE they had proceeded any further, a Letter * came to 
them from the Emperor, commanding to define nothing concerning the 
Eaſtern Biſhops, who were aſſembled elſewhere, and that if they did, it 
ſhould {ignite nothing, for: that he would not ſuffer it to takeplace. This 
Order they complied with, till perceiving the Falſehood and Treachery 
of the other Party in their Conventions, they found it neceflary to con- 
firm the Nicene Creed, which they did, by publiſhing a definitive Sen- 
tence *, which they all ſabſcrib'd, wherein they profeſs'd that they ought 
not to recede from the Nicene Faith (which contain'd the ancient Faith 
dictated by God to the Prophetsand Apoſtles, and from them ſucceſſively 
handed down by the Fathers) to which nothing ſhould be added, from 
which nothing ſhould be diminiſh'd, and the word Subſtance, both as to 
name and thing ſhould remain unſhaken. Next they explicitly condemn'd 
the Ariaz Doctrines in ſeveral Propoſitions i, wherein they particularly 
ſtruck at the very Root and Vital parts of the Ariaz Herefte. Laſtly, 
they cenſur'd * and depos'd Urſacins, Valens , Germinins, Auxentins, 
and Caius ,, as obſtinate Hereticks, as Corrupters of , and implacable 
Enemies to the Council , and the Faith of Nice. This betng done, 
they wrote an account.! of all to the Emperor, beſeeching him that 
no Innovations might be made in the Faith , but that things might 
remain as they had been ſetled in the time of his bleſſed Father, and 
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that he would pleaſe to give the Biſhops ( many of whom were Poor 7: 97-#ilar.6. 


and Aged ) leave to return to their ſeveral Churches, to take Care of 
the People committed to their Charge , and to joyn with them in 
Prayers for the Happineſs and Proſperity of his Reign. This Letter 
they ſent by ten of their own body, men of honeſt Minds, but unex- 
perienc'd in the Arts and Subtleties of buſineſs , eſpecially in the 
Affairs of Courts, and as many the 4riazs ſent on their Part, Perſons 
of Age and Experience, of Wit and Dexterity , and who had been 
train'd up in the Methods of Craftineſs and Deceit. But Urſacies and 
Valens having got the ſtart, and coming to Court before the reſt, 
had ſo policts'd the Emperor's mind with prejudices againſt the Pro- 
ceedings of the Council, that when the Legates arriv'd , they were 
not admitted to the Emperor's preſence, but were wearied with de- 
lays, the Courtiers pretending the Emperor was taken up with more 
important Afﬀeairs. But that he might not ſeem wholly to negle& 
them , he wrote ® to them to excuſe his not having convers'd with 
the Legates, that Matters of that nature requir'd a mind free from 
the Diſtraftions of publick buſineſs, which he could not have at this 
time, being ready for an Expedition againſt the barbarous People, 
that therefore he had commanded them to ſtay at Adrianople till his 
return, when he would take an account of their Meſſage, and ſend 
them back , and that they ſhould not think much in the mean time 
to wait their coming back. The Synod little fatisgfied with this 
Meſſage, writ back an ® Anſwer to the Emperor, that they could by 
no means recede from what they had done , and that they had given 
the ſame in Charge to their Legates, that they once more beſought 
his Majeſty to let them go home, that they might depart before the 
Winter grew too far upon them, which would render their return ex- 
tream difficult and uneafie to them. | 

XI. THE 
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XI. THE Emperor being now at leiſure, the Legates ® are call'd 
for, and being circumvented by crafty but fair pretences, were told, 
that the Difference was not great, conliſting only in one word , a 
thing not worth contending about, that the word SubiZarce , which 
was the great bone of Contention , was ambiguous , and had been 
raſhly taken up by the Fathers without any Authority from the 
Scripture , and that the true Faith was, that the Son was like the 
Father ( though therein lay a pernicious Fallacy , they owning him 
to: be like indeed, but not equal to the Father.) With theſe and 
ſome other Artifices , the Legates were prevaild with to conſent to 
them, and to communicate with the Ariars 3 after which they were 
diſmiſt, and Orders ſent to Tawrus the Prateft, not to ſuffer the Sy- 
riod to break up; till they had all yielded to the preſcrived Form, 
and that they who ſtood out, ſhould be all baniſh'd, rill there were 
not above fittecn left, The Legates returning, were denied Commu- 
nion, though, they pleaded the force that had been put upon them, 
But the Arians growing more confident by this ſwcoek, the Catholick 
Fathers, partly not ſeeing to the bottom of things, partly tir'd out - 
with their tedious ſtay , came” over to an agreement with the Oriey- 
taliits , not above twenty being left that made good their ground, 
of whom Phebadins Biſhop of Agen in France was chief. Thele Tan- 
rus beſought with the moſt paſhonate Importumties to. yield 3 they 
had been now ſeven Months ſhut up in the City, that they were al- 
moſt ſtary'd by the-ſcarcity and hardſhip of the "Winter , and that 


. Otherwiſe there could be no hopes of their departure ; that they 
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ſhould follow the Example of the moſt, whom they ought to think 
wiſer than a few. Phebadins for a while could not be wrought upon, 
till at laſt a Temper was found out, that he and his Party ſhould 
have liberty to add their Explication to the Confeſſion, which they 
did, and therein condemn Arizs, and ſome of his main Propoſitt- 
ons, though after all their Caution herein, they were craftily over- 
reachd and impos'd upon. Indeed the whole Afﬀair was tranſaQted 
and carried by the Artifice and Diſlimulation of Valers of Murſa, 
who ? before the whole Council, publickly profefsd that he was no 
Arian , and that he abhorrd their Blaſphemies. Whereupon Muſo- 
2ins Biſhop of Byzacinm, a man reverenc'd by all for his Age, mov'd 
the Synod, that the impious Afſertions charg'd upon Valers might be 
read and cenſurd -by the Council, Which was accordingly done by 
Claudins of the Province of Picenum. Upon reading the Paper Valeni 
ſtorm'd , and declar*d the Afſertions were none of his, and to clear 
himſelf cried out, whoever denies that Chriſt the Son of God was 
begotten by the Father before the World, let him be accurſed. 
Whereto the Council unanimouſly added their Placet. He goes on, 
whoever denies the Son to be like the Father according to the 
Scriptures 3 or that affirms the Son of God not to be Eternal with 
the Fatherz or that ſhall ſay, the Son of God is a Creature, as are 
the reſt of the Creatures z or that he aroſe out of nothing, and not 
of the Father ; or that there was a time when he was not a Son, let 
him be aceurſed. To all which Propoſitions he denounc'd a parti- 
cular Anathema, the Synod alſo adding their Suffrage to each of them, 
Several other Queſtions Claudius put to him, whereof he purg'd him- 
{c]f, and this amongſt the reſt 3 whoever ſhall affirm that the Son of 


God 


_ 
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God was indeed before all Ages, but not before all time, (this being 

a Fallacy under which the Ar:4zs us'd to ſhelter themſelves) let him 

be accurſed. Which was uhiverſally aſſented to, and all were pleas'd 

with his candid and full Conteſſhon, ſo that they extolld him to the 

Skies, and blam*d themſelves that they had ſuſpetted him. And yet 

all chis while there was a Snake in the Graſs, which they ſaw not, 

he having cunningly ſhuffled in this Propoſition amongſt the reſt, 7hat 

the Son of God was not a Creature like the reſt of the Creatures : the 

ſting whereof (though they did no: then diſcern it) lay in this, that 

the denying the Son to be like the reſt of the Creatures, did how- 

ever neceſſarily iiifer him to be a Creature, —_ in a more ſub- 

lime and excellent __— thanthe reſt, And as for the word. Snb- 

ſtance, it being cried out againſt as an unſcriptural Term; and that 

which by its novelty had given great offence, the unwary Fathers 

conſented to lay it aſide, not reckoning it worth while to contend 

about words, ſo long as they thought themſelves ſecure of the Seace. 

The Iſſue was, both Parties reſted ſatisfied, the 4r:a» Confeſſion car- 

ried the day, and was publiſh'd abroad as the Determination of the 

Councll of Ari»mi»um.. And plain it is throughout the whole courſe of 

the Story that the Arias mightily bore up themſelves upon the Re- 

putation and Authority of this Synod, which at every turn they 

oppos'd ® to the great Council of Nice, and thought it weighty * #4. 4ug. 

enough to be laid in the ballance with it. The Synod being ended, ends cad 

Urſacius ? and his Party going for the Eaſt, ſtaid a while at Nice a co. 145.7.vi. 

City in Thrace, where they Synodically conven'd, and tranllating the *$r6.p.14t 

Confeſſion paſs'd at Ariminum into Greek, ratified it anew, and pu- _— Es 

bliſh'd it, giving out that this Faith publiſh'd at Nice,was dictated and 

drawn up by an Oecomenical Council; that fo unwary People being 

impos'd upon by the tiame of Nzce, might think this to be the Creed 

compos'd by that great Synod of Vice. But the Impoſture was ſoon 

found out, and the attempt exploded by all as Fooliſh and Ridiculous. 

Nor did the Triumph of the Conqueſt which they had gain'd at 

Ariminum laſt long. For the Catholick Fathers, however impos'd * Ys pil. 

upon at preſent, were no ſooner return'd home, but they ſaw their 5” —_ 

Error, and retrated what they had agreed to in that Council, con- «. 22. p. 103+ 

feſſing with Tears, they had been over-reach'd by Fraud and Subtlety, $*&#% ©33: 

and that they little ſuſpe&ed but mens Minds and Tongues had agreed = abs fon 

together. ' I ſhall remark nothing further concerning this Synod at Androl, zpil. 

Ariminum, than that they took upon them not only to diſcuſs Matters ***E 1-123: 

of Faith, but to ſettle Priviledges upon the Clergy and their Churches, | 

particularly ordaining * that the Carriages belonging to any Church * vid. c. Th, 
uld be exempt from publick Service, and ſhould be liable tono Mo- 5 1% 7 It, 

leſtation. But this Co-/f2»tius ſoon after took away, and perhaps was * * 


hot well pleas'd that they had taken ſo much upon them, 


| 
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The Afts of the Syeds at Seleucia and Conſtantinople, 


1 he time and place of the Council at Seleucia, Things propounded to be 
tranſatted in the Synod. Two different Parties in the Council. The 
Acacians contend for the aboliſhing the Nicene Creed. Oppos'd by the 
other Party, who diſlike nothing bat the word Conſubſtantial. Leonas 
the Emperor's Lieutenant ſides with the Acacian Fattion. Acacius 
ſurprizes the Synod with a Confeſſion of Faith, ſubſcrih'd by all the Biſhops 
of his Party, which Leonas commanded to be read. This Confeſſion can- 
wvaſs'd and debated.T he Creed of Antioch reſolvd on.T he Acacians refuſe 
ro come any more to the Council, and are deposd by the Synod ; but fly 
zo Conſtantinople, and make an Intereſt at Court, before the Arrival 
of the Synodal Legates. A Synod procur'd in the imperial City. Baſil 
of Ancyra challeng*d by Aetius to a Diſputation. The Yemiarians preſs 
hard upon the Opinions of Aetius and Eudoxius at a hearing before the 
Emperor. Aetius baniſh'd, His Doftrine unwillingly condemn'd by 
Eudoxius. Sylvanus and his Party condemn'd and baniſh'd. 4 Syno- 
aal Epiſtle ſent to George of Alexandria concerning the Condemnation 
of Aetius. T his ſubſcriv'd by the Followers of Aetius in a Convention 
at Alexandria. The Confeſſion of Ariminum, with ſome fev Aaaiti- 
ons ratified by the Synod at Conſtantinople. Conſtantius's removal 
to Antioch ; 4 Synod holden there to damn the Conſubſtantial Dofrine. 
Meletius choſe to the See of Antioch. The good opinion all Parties 
had of him. He heartily declares himſelf for the Catholick Faith, to 
the orcat Vexation of the Arians. His Sermon at Antioch to that 
purpoſe. His Baniſhment. Another Synod at Antioch procur'd by 
Acacius againſt Eudoxius. Conſtantius his Reſolution of having 
Controverſies once mare decided in a more publick Council, but i pre- 
vented by death. His Sickneſs, Death, and Charafter. 


what was done in the Synod at Seleucia, contemporary with 

- that of Ariminum, were in the Church dedicated to S. Tecls 

the Virgin-Martyr, where aſſembled to the number of about CLX. 
Prelates (though others make it leſs by ten) all the Biſhops of the 
Eaſt, and of the Aſizz and Pontick Dioceſs being ſummon'd to the 
Council, whither alſo the Emperor ſent eLeonas Treaſurer of the 
Palace, to be preſent at all Debates in Matters of Faith, and Lauri- 
cius Preſident of J/avria, to be aſſiſtant to the Fathers ' in what they 
needed. Soctates © from Sabinus his ColleQions of Synodal Tranl- 
ations, has given us a particular account of the Atts of this Council, 
whoſe Foot-ſteps we ſhall briefly follow. On the XXVII. of 5epremt. 
Ann. CCCLIX. the Council was opened, when Leonas told them, 


I Bu. it's time we ſhould look towards the Eft, and enquire 


' that every. one had liberty to propound what he pleas'd, but they re- 


fus'd as yet to enter upon the moſt important Matters, pretending 


that ſeveral whom they expe&ed, were not yet arriv'd, as indecd 
Macedonits 
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Mzedonins of Conſtantinople, Baſil of Ancyra, and. ſome others had 


upon pretence of Indiſpoſition or the like excus'd themſelves; not: 
knowing what _ be moved in the Synod againſt them. And 


when notwithſtanding Leon. urgd they ſhould proceed, they an- 
ſwered, that they could propound no Queſtions, rill firſt they had 
examin'd the Caſe of thoſe Biſhops that were accus'd. So that they 
could not agree what firſt ro diſcuſs, whether Matters . of Faith, or 
the accuſed Biſhops, and to this Confuſion the Emperor's Letters did 
not a little contribute, ſometimes commanding the one, and ſome- 
times the other. The Ifſue was, the Council Fivided into two parts, 
the one headed by A:acivs Biſhop of Ceſarea, Gearge of Alexandria, 
Uranius of Tyre, and Endoxi:s- of Antioch, to whom about thirty 
others joyn'd themſelves ; the other managd by George of Laodicea, 
Sophronius of Pompeiopolis, Eleuſjus of Cyzicum, . followed by the far 
reater part of the Synod.. It being determin'd that Matters of Faith 
ſhould be handled firſt, Acacius and his Party contended that the 
Nicene Creed ſhould be aboliſhd, and another Form drawn up. The 
other ſide were 1n all things for adhering to the Synod of Vzce, only 
that the word Conſubſtantial ſhould be left out. The Diſpute held 
till aight, when $:/vanws Bilhop of Tarſus ſtood up and ſpake aloud, 
that no new Confeſſion ſhould be made, but that that which had 
many years ſince been agreed on at Antioch, in the Synod aſſembled 
for the D:dication, ſhould be ratified. Which ſaid, the Acacians 
withdrew, and the others producing the Aztiochian Confeſſion, read 
it in the Synod, and ſo ended that Seſſion. | 
II. THE next day being met in Council, they ſhut the doots; 
and ſubſcrib'd the Confeſſion of Aztioch, Deputies ſubſcribing for 
thoſe Prelates that could not attend the Council. This furniſh'd 
Acacius and his Followers with a plauſible Obje&tion, who ſaid that 
thoſe doings muſt needs be nought, that were forc'd to ſeek Privacy, 
ind could not bear the open light. The Truth 1s, they had them- 
ſelves drawn up ariother Confeſhon, which they had privately ſhewg 
to Leon. and Lavrycins, and which they were paſſionately deſirous 
ſhould take place. The third day Leonas took great pains. to per- 
{wade both Parties to meet together in the Synod, at what time Mz- 
cedonius of Conſtantinople, and Baſil of Ancyra were come, who joyn'd 
with the moderate Party, At this the Acacians were afreſh offended, 
(they being the chief Perſons excepted againſt)andrefusd to come into 
the Council, till they who had been depos'd, and all that were accusd, 
were firſt diſmiſs'd. Which being granted for quietneſs-ſake, they 
came in; when Lepnas ac mis the Synod that Acaciws had givert 
him a Paper /which he did not tell them was a Confeſſion of Faith, 
nor did they ſuſpe& it) which he commanded to be read together 
with the Preface to it *, wherein they ſet forth, © that having ac- 
* cording to the Emperor's command come to the s yr they had 
* made it their buſineſs, that the Peace of the Church might be pre- 
* ſerv'd, and Matters of Faith fairly and orderly debated, and = 
* nothing might be obtruded upon the Faith of the Chutch, but 
©* what was contain'd in the holy Scriptures. But foraſmuch as ſome 
*1n the Council had affronted ſeveral of their Party, ſilenc'd others, 
"* excluded others, when as they themſelves had brought ſome into 
* the Synod that were depos'd, and others unduly and uncanonically 
x | Ys « ordained, 
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* ordained, fo that the Council was fill'd with Tumult and Confu- 
* fion ; for this Cauſe they were forc'd to declare, that they did not 
<« decline the Confeſſion agreed on, and promulgated in the Dedici- 


- © z;onat Antioch, which they own'd and produc'd at every turn, but 


« becauſe theſe words cugyo:ov and oygironey had heretofore, and did 
« {till diſturb and trouble many, and that ſome had lately introduc'd 
* a novel term, y «y<gior, importing the Son to be unlike the Fa. 
** ther ; therefore they rejeted both the 5ugvaney and the oygivoioy, as 
* Expreſſions unknown to Scripture, ' and expreſly condemn'd the 
©* £yougiov, and denounc'd all that held them to be ſeparated from 
© the Church. For that they did openly profeſs the Son to be like 
© the Father, according to the Apoſtles DoEtrine, who ſayes of him, 
&« that he is the Image of the inviſible God. Then follows the Con. 
feſfion it ſelf, conform neither to the Nrcene or Antiochian Creed, but 
warily couch'd in ſuch Terms, that both the Arian and Aerian Party 
might ſafely ſubſcribe to it. It ran in this Form. 


E confeſs and believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Ba- 

ker of Heaven and Earth, and of things viſible and inviſible. 

We believe likewiſe in his Son, our Low Jeſus Chriſt, begotten of 
him without any manner of Trouble 02 Paſſion befo2e all WWozds, 
being the Wow which is God, the only begotten of God, the Light, 
the Life, the Truth, the TUiſdom, and the Power ; by whom all 
things were made both in Heaven and in Earth, whether they be vi: 
ſible 02 inviſible. TUe believe that in the end of the TUoald he took 
fleth of the holy Uirgin Mary fo2 the aboliſhing of Stn, and that he 
was made man, and ſuffered fo2 our ſins, and roſe again, and wag 
taken up into Heaven, and there ſits at the right hand of the Father, 
and ſhall come again with glow to jurge the Quick and the Dead, 
We believe alſo in the holy Ghoſt, whom our Low and Saviour fyl'd 
the Comfozter, and whom he p2omis'd to ſend to his Diſciples after 
his departure, and whom he ſent accodingly; by whom he ſandifies 
all thoſe in the Church that believe, and are baptiz'd in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Ghoſt. Aud whoſoever 
ſhall teach any thing beſides this Faith, the Catholick Church does 


utterly reject ſuch Perſons, 


Subſcrib'd as followeth. 


I George Biſhop of Alexandria have 
thus declared my Faith, and do 
profeſs my ſelf to believe as is 
above written. 

I Acacixes Biſhop of C.eſarea have 
thus declar'd my Faith,and pro- 
fe my ſelf to believe as is 
above written. 

Uranius Biſhop of Tyre. 

Eutychins Biſhop of Eleutheropolis. 

Zoilus Biſhop of Lariſſa in Syria. 


Seras Biſhop of ParatoniuminLibya 


Paslus Biſhop of Emiſa. 
Euſtathius Biſhop of Epiphania. 
Ireneus Biſhop of Tripolis in Phe- 
micta, 
Euſecbins Biſhop of Seleucia in Syria. 
Eutychianus Biſhop of Patara in 
Lycia. 
Euſtathias Biſhop of Pinara and 
Didyma. 
Baſilius Biſhop of Caunia in Lydia. 
Peter Biſhop of Hippus in Pals- 
ſtint, : 


Stephen 
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Stephen Biſhop of Prolemas in 
* Libya. L 
Endoxius Biſhop [perhaps of An- 
tioch. | | 
Apollonius Biſhop of Oxyrinchus. 
Theocliſtus Biſhop of Oftracere. 
Leontins Biſhop of Lyd{a. 
T heodoſins Biſhop of Philadelphia 
in Lyaia. : 
Phebus Biſhop of Polychalanda in 


Lyaia. 
Magnus Biſhop of Themiſa in Phry- 


ia. 
ani Biſhop of Mzty/eze in the 
Iſlands. 
Cyrion Biſhop of Doliche, 
Auguſtus Biſhop of Enphrateſis. 
Polydices Biſhop of the ſecond Pro- 
vince of Libya. 


Pancratius Biſhop of Peluſuum. 


Philicadiss Biſhop of Azguſtade in 


the Province of Phryg a. 

Serapion Biſhop of Antipyroum in 
Libya. 

Euſebius Biſhop of Sebaſta in Pa- 
Leſtine. 

Heliodorus Biſhop of Sozuſa in Pen. 
tapolis. 

Ptolemeus Biſhop of Thmuis in Au- 
guſtonice. | 
Augurus Biſhop of Cyrus in Ex- 

phraſia. 
E-xereſius Biſhop of Geraſz. 
Arabion Biſhop of Adraa. 
Chariſius Biſhop of Azotus. 
Eliſ.eus Biſhop of Diocletianopolis, 
Germanus Biſhop of Petra. 


Barochius Biſhop of Arab/a. 


To theſe Subſcriptions there is a Note added in Epiphanius, import- 
ing the whole number to be XLIII. whereas being reckoned by parti- 
culars, they amount to no more than XXXIX. To ſupply this, aman 
might be apt to ſuſpe&t that the four Biſhops, viz. Baſil, Marc, Pan- 
cratius, and Hypatianus (whom Epiphanius but juſt before mentions as 
preſent and ſubſcribing) ſhould be taken in. But that Paſſage (as 
tis judiciouſly correQted both by Peravins *, and Yaleſizs » with little 
or no Alteration) plainly refers to their ſubſcribing the Confefſfion 


of Faith at Sirminm. 


It- remains therefore that that Note was not 


originally put down by Epiphanins, but added by fome later hand, 
which heedleſly reckoning upon thoſe four Biſhops, ſumm'd up the 
whole number into XLIII. But omitting that, come we to the thing 


it ſelf, The Synod was not a little furpriz'd at the Matter, Sophronius 


Biſhop of, Pompezopolis crying out, it for any man that will, every 
day to declare his Opinion, be to be accounted a Confeſſion of Faith, 


we ſhall ſoon be left deſtitute of a meaſure and rule of Truth. 


In 


the fourth Seſſion held the day after Acacins told them, that it could 
not he inconvenient to draw up now a new Confeſſion, ſeeing the 
Nicene Creed it ſelf had been oft chang'd and altered. 9 of Cy- 
Zicum replied, that the Synod was now met not to learn what it had 
not learn'd already, nor to receive a Faith which it had not before, 
but that inſiſting _ the Faith deriv*d to them from their Fathers, 


(meaning that of t 


e Synod of Antioch) they ſhould not ſuffer either 


Life or Death to part between them and it. 
II. AFTER this they began.to examine the Acacia» Confeſſion, 
and ask'd in what ſence they held the Son to be like the Father ; the 


Acacians anſwered, that they affirm'd him to be like in Will only, 
not in Subſtance ; all the reſt affirming him to be fo in Subſtance and 
Eſſence. The day was ſpent in this Diſpute, ſeveral confuting Ac- 
cis out of his own Books, wherein he had maintain'd the Son to be 
like in all things to his Father, asking how he had face now to voy 


it. He replied (and it was it ſeems the beſt anſwer he had at han 


that 
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that none either of the Ancients or Moderns was to be judg'd out of 
his Writings. The wrangling, as in ſuch Caſes is uſual, grew higher, 
and the Diſpute grew more warm and hot, till E/e«/izs ftood up and 
ſpake tothis purpoſe, whether Baſi/ and Mare have done any thing 
between themſelves, and whether they and the Acac/4n5 do mutually 
charge one another about private Matters, the Synod is not concern'd 
to enquire, nor is it neceſſary curionſly to examine whether their Con- 
feſſion be good or bad ; but it becomes us to embrace the Faith 
agreed upon by our Elders, the XCVII. Prelates that conven'd at 
Antioch ; and that if any dare to introduce any other beſides this, he 
be accounted as caſt out from Religion and the Church. This Di. 
courſe was receiv'd with general Acclamation, and the Synod for 
that time diſmiſs'd. The next day the Acacians refus'd to come to 
the Council, and ſo did Leoxas, who now openly declar'd on their 
ſide, and the Meſſengers that came from the Synod found them affem- 
bled in his Houfe. He ſeiit them word that the Synod was divided, 
and that he was commanded by the Emperor, not to be preſent, un- 
leſs they could all agree, that therefore they might go and prate to- 
ether in the Church. The Acacians were often cited, but the 
Renetianes requir'd that certain Biſhops might be ſent to Leoxas his 
Houſe to confer with them, ſometimes aftirm'd that the Emperor 
had impow'red them to judge others. So that nothing further could 
be dohe, whereupon the Synod proceeded to cenſures, depoling 4ca- 
tins, George of Alexandria, Uranius of Tyre, Leontius of 1ripoly, Ew 
doxius of Antioch, and ſome others ; and excommunicating Afterias, 
Euſebius, Abgarus, and ſix more, till they had purg'd themſelves of 
the Crimes charg'd upon them. An account of all which they ſent 
in —_ a ve 9 to the ſeveral Churches, = - the Synod diol, 
ten of them being appointed to wait upon the Emperor, to acquaint 
him wie had Df locker Council, © , 

IV. BUT the Acaciars were too nimble for them, and got firſt 
to Court, where they told their Tale enough to their own Advan- 
tage, caſting Reproaches upon the Synod, which they affirm'd to 
have becnan Aſſembly of leud wicked men, met together to the De- 
ſtruction and Ruine of the Church. Beſides partly by Pretexts of 
Truth, partly by Bribes, partly by Flattery and ſubtle Inſinuations 
they had made the great men of the Court on their ſide; amongſt 
whom Acacins, who was a man of quick Parts, well-ipoken, and 1n- 
finitely aQtive and diligent, and not a little regarded for his eminent 
Station in the Church, and his Relation to the great Exſcb:us his Pre- 
deceſſor, had a conſiderable Intereſt. The Emperor was lately re- 
turn'd from the Weſtern Parts to Conſtantinople, where they mer him, 
who was ſo incenſs'd at the Suggeſtions which Acacizs and his Party 
had made, that he reſolv'd to cruſh the oppoſite fide, and turn'd out 
all of that Party out of all publick Offices. And the better to effet 
their parpoſe, they perſwaded the Emperor to convene a Synod ; 
which conſiſted partly of Weſtern Biſhops, to wit, the Legates of 
the Council of Ariminum, lately come to wait upon the Emperor, 
partly of Libya» Biſhops, Serr.zs, Stephaxas, and ſome others, but 
the Major part were the Biſhops of the Eaft, eſpecially they of the 
Province of Bithynia, as being next at hand, the chief of whom was 
Miris of Chalcedon. There met to the number of fifty Biſhops, or = 
ene 
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the Alexandrian Chronicon * reports it, ſeventy two. The Synod was 
divided ? into two principal FaQtions, the one of the Semrarian or 
Humoionſian Party, under the condut of Baſil of Arncyra, and Euſfta- 
thius of Sebaſtea ; the other of the Heteronſians, who held the Son to 
be of a quite different nature from the Father. The chief Heads of 
this Party were Maris Biſhop of Chalcedon, and Eudoxius of Antioch, 
and with them fided Acacins, not ſo much out of kindneſs to their 
Opinion, as out of ſpite to Baſi/ for ſhewing reſpeC&t and honour to 
Cyril of Jeruſalem, whom he had depos'd, But they who appear'd 
moſt in the bulineſs were Aetius and Eunomins, who though they 
were but Deacons, yet being bold forward men, and quick nimble 
Diſputants, were made choice of to enter the Liſts as Champions on 
this ſide. Which when Baſ/ and his Party perceiv'd; they declin'd 
the Conteſt, ſaying, *rwas an indecent thing for Biſhops to diſpute 
with Deacons about Matters of Faith. The other fide*replied, that 
the Diſpute was not now about Dignity and Precedence, but to 
ſearch and find out the Truth. So Baſi/ unwillingly condeſcended to 
the Debate, wherein (if we may believe my Author, a Favourer of 
the Aetian1de,) he was ſo utterly and irrecoverably baffled by Aetins, 
that he not only confeſs'd that the Son was wholly of a different Sub- 
ſtance from the Father, and had no manner of Communication with 
it, but at Aetius his requeſt ratified this Confeſſion with his own Sub- 
{cription. However Coxſtantins finding the Diſtrattions that were 
in the Councii, and'that he might not ſeem altogether to {light the 
late Selencian Synod, at the inſtance of the Legates, (the Principal 
- whereof were Euſtathins of Armenia, Baſil of Ancyra, Sylvanus of 
Tarſus, and Eleuſirs of Cyzicum) firſt referr'd * the Matter to the 
Heaging and Judgment of Hyzoratus (whom he had then newly made 
Prefet of the City) and ſome others of the Senatorian Order, and 
then recall'd * it to his own hearing, whereat when Baſ// preſuming 
upon his wonted Freedom with the Emperor, took upon him to re- 
prove him for. undermining the Apoſtolick DoCtrine, the Emperor 
commanded hira to hold his Peace, as being become a Diſturber of 
the Church. Hereupon Exſtathius took up * Argument, Ard ſince, 
Sir, (faid he) you deſire Matters af Faith ſhould be determin'd, behold 
what Blaſphemies Eudoxius has vomited up againſt the only begotten Son 
of God, And with that preſented him a Confeſſion, wherein were 
theſe words : Thoſe things that are produc'd after a diverſe manner, are 
diſ-like in ſubſtance. There is one God the Father, of whom are all things, 
and one Lord Jeſas Chriſt, by whom are all things. But of whom, a»d 
by whom are things unlike; therefore the Son is unlike God the Father. 
The Emperor was ſtartled at this, and ask'd Eudoxius whether this 
was his Writing, who diſown'd it, and caſt it upon: Aetius, who be- 
| ing ſent for, and ſhew'd the Confeſſion, was ask'd whether he was 
the Author of it. He not knowing how things ſtood, and hoping 
that it made for his Credit and Advantage, own'd it to be his ; 
whereat the Emperor immediately ſentenc'd him to be bamiſh'd to 
Pepuzaa Town in Phrysia, and he was diſgracefully turn'd out of 
the Palace. Then Exſtathius charg'd Eudoxius to be of the ſame 
Opinion, and that Aer;us had written this by his direCtion, as appeard 
1n, that none but he could tell A4etius to be the Author. But Judges 
(faid the Emperor) ought nor to proceed by ConjeQtures, but accu- 
rately to examine Matters of Fat. Ifit be not ſo (replied the —_— 
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let. Endoxius convince us of the contfary, by denouricing an Anathems 
to this Coifeſſion of 4erius ; which the Emperor judging reaſonable, 
commanded him to do it. But the man began to battle, and ſought 
fo elude it by Arts and Tricks : Which the Emperor perceiving , 
threat'ned to fend him after Aerius, if he did not do it, which he 
then did, condemning that Dottrine which both then and afterwards 
he conſtantly maintain'd. Arid when: he urg'd, that Ey/tathius allo 
ought to condemn the word Conſubſtantial, as not found in Scripture, 
Sylvanus anſwered, that the ayoygiey was not the only thing excepted 
againſt, that they had invented a great many other Expreſſions (ſuch 
as mo 6- 2% ovmwy, To x&TITHYy & To 5TpLo1oy ) not to be found in Scri- 
pture, nor in any Propbetick or Apoſtolick Writing, which they 
ſhould do well to condemn, and to banith out of all Chriſtian Aﬀem- 
blies. Which the Emperor granting, commanded the Eudoxians 
to condemn them. This at frfh they refus'd, till perceiving the Em- 
peror to reſent their obſtinacy, they unwillingly did 1t, but ceas'd 
not ſtill to urge the condemning the word Conſubſtanrial, Wr ere- 
upon Sylvanus turning to the Emperor, preſs'd them with this Argu. 
ment, if God the Word be neither made out of nothing, nor be a 
Creature, nor of any other Subſtance (theſe being the Expreſſions 
which they had but juſt now condemn'd) then he muſt be Conſub/tan- 
tial with God the Father, as being God of God, and Light of Light, 
and have the very ſameNature with him that begat him.(Though how 
Sylvanus, who fided with the Semiarians, could fo ſtrongly plead for 
the Conſubſtantial DoAtrine, Theodorit muſt anſwer for it.) The Ar- 
gument was unan{werable, but had no ſucceſs; yea, the Acacian and 


 Endoxian Party raisd a great Noiſe and Clamour, inſomuch that the 


Emperor was angry with the other ſide, and threatned Baniſhment. 
Sylvanus and the reſt refolutely told him, that he might appoint 
what puniſhment he pleas'd, but ir belongd to them to determine 
concerning Matters of Piety and Impiety, and that they weuld never 
betray the DoCtrine of their Anceſtors. Upon which the Emperor 
gave Sentence of Baniſhment againſt them, and commanded their 
Churches to be anew ſupplied. 

V. THIS Conteſt being ended,the Emperor ordered the Synodical 
depoſing and Condemnation of Aetins, which his Friends and Part- 
ners durſt not contradiCt, but for fear of the Emperor, were forc'd to 
diſſemble, and ſubſcribe the Sentence, only Serras and the Libyan 
Biſhops ſtood out. Whereupona Letter * was written in the name 
of the Synod, and ſent to George Biſhop of Alexandria to let him 
know what they had done in the Caſe of Aetius, that for his impions 
and ſcandalous Writings, they had deprivd him of his Deacon-ſhip, 
and excommunicated him, and had forbid that his impious Epiltles 
ſhould be receiv'd or read, and that if he perſiſted in this Courle, 
both he and all his Followers ſhould be put under an Anathema: that 
the Libyan Biſhops that came to the Synod, had obſtinately refus'd 
to concur with the reſt in this-Sentence, nor would yield after all the 
Methods that had been us'd to prevail with them, whom therefore 
they had denounc'd excommunicate, if within ſix Months they did 
not comply with the Vote and Deciſion of the Council, and had or- 
dered, that being depos'd, others ſhould be ſubſtituted in their room. 
In this Letter we find Serras, one of the Libyan Prelates, though he 
refusd to fubſcribe to his Condemnation, yet giving in this Teſtt 
mony 
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mony againſt Aetius before the Council, that he had dar'd to 
fay, that God had reveal'd thoſe things to him, which he had con- 
cead from the wery Apoſtles, and from all others to that day. Which 


with what his great admirer Philoftorgius * reports of * Lib. 3. 5:15, 


ees 
bon, that he had a Viſion from Heaven to confirm and comfort him, #: 457 


and which miraculouſly convey'd to him an infuperable and yreſiſta- 
ble Wiſdom, ſo that from that time he had this peculiar Gift, that 
/ he ſhould alwayes get the better in Diſputation. No fooner had 
George received the Synodal Epiſtle, but in a Convention of Biſhops, 
which he had ſummon'd to. that purpoſe Cy |; ah by my Au- 
thor * out of due time) he caus'd the Followers of A4erivs (who were 


b 14,1. 7. G2» 


numerous in thoſe Parts) to ſubſcribe the Decree of the Conſtartino- p- 502: 


politan Council made againſt him. In ſhort, the Concluſion of the 
Council at Conſtantinople was this, they pitch'd upon the Confeſſion, 
which had the names of the Conſuls prefix'd to it, and that had been 
car Locy ogg in the Synod at Ariminum, which they now again 
co 


'd ©, with ſome few Additions made to it, wherein they con- * =xt. ap. 4th, 
de Synod. y.6g7 
Cr.1.2. 6. 40s 


demn'd che word Subfaxce, as unknown, offenſive, and unſcriptural, 


So 


and made it unlawful to make any mention of the Hypoſtaſis of the y, 13. 


Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt. The main Spring of all theſe Matiogs, 
was Acacinus, who by the Power of his Intereft, and the Dexterity of 
his Wit, manag'd all Afﬀairs in the Synod, all the AQts and bic 
atches whereof, were diQtated and ns by him ; he ſteer'd the 
Fm ror which way he pleas'd, fo that he depos'd and baniſh'd Beſi/, 
Euſtathins, Macedonius of Conſtantinople, and all others that ftqod in 
his way, whoſe vacant Sees he filld up with ſuch Perſons as were 
ble either to his Humor or his Intereſt. | 
. VI. THE Sy t Conſtantinople breaking up, and the great 
Church of S. Sophia, which the Emperor had lately re-built, being 
anew dedicated by Exdoxius (who upon Macedonins his Baniſhmeac 
had invaded that See) Conſtantius in the Spring of the year An. 
CCCLX. began to ſet forward in his Expedition againſt Pexſfis, and 
having unfortunately ſpent the Summer, return'd to keep his Winter- 
Quarters at Aztioch. Where they again took the opportunity of eſta- 


bliſhing their Cauſe by another Synod 4, and of damaing the - word @Ath de Synod 
| p-598. Soxl.4. 
GC. 29. Þ. $38. 
Theod.1.2. 6.31 


Subſtance under any Relation, declaring the Son to be 1a all things 
unlike the Father, both in Subſtance and in Will, and that. he was 


made out of nothing, whence they gain'd the Title of Azomeans, and 7: 115 
d 


of Exucontians, Or thoſe that affirm'd that the Son was made opt of 
nothing. And when the Cathohcks ask'd them, how they who ac- 
knowledg'd the Son to be God of God, durſt contrary to their own 
declar'd Form, afſert him to be wnlike, and made of nothing, they re- 
plied, they herein followed the Apoſtle, who ſayes, that all. rhings 
are of God; ' in which number the Son is alſo comprehended; and in 
this ſence they meant what they had fo oft inſerted into their Con- 
teſſions, that he was ſo according to the Scriptures. At laſt the Form 
agreed upon in the late Synod at Conſtantinople was again approv'd and 
ratified. The See of Antioch by Exdoxiss his removal to Conſtanti- 
nople, was vacant at Coxſtentiuss coming thither, and upon a nice en- 
quiry Meletius (who upon Euſtathius's Depolition, had been not long 
before made Biſhop of Sebaſti« in Armenia, but. liv'd at this time at 


Berea) was judg'd the fitteſt Perſon for the place; a man in whom 
Z Pl 
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all Parties conſented, each — him of their ſide. He was ir 
ſtems a prudent and moderate man, that had not mix'd himſelf with 
the Squabbles and Controverſies of the Age, but had preach'd plain, 


+ honeft, moral DoCtrine to the People (as © Svcrates and Sozomen * 
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expreſly ſay) fo that nor having critically declard himſelf, each Patty 
hop'd to find him theirs. But no ſooner was he ſetled here {where 
he was receivd with great Demonſtrations of Joy, and with an uni. 
verſal Confluence and Acclamation of the People) but he put all out 
of doubt, openly declaring himſelf for the Catholick DoCtrine. For 
the Emperor having defir'd the chief of the Prelates to preach upon 
that Text, KugrO. txkoe pi &p ww oy wry ts *p 3a: eurs, The Lord 
createtl me, the beginning of his wayes for his Works, that ſo they might 
be more accurately expounded to the People (Notaries allo being ap- 
pointed to take their Sermons) firſt George Biſhop of Laodicea, then 
Acacins of Cefarea preach'd, who delivered themſelves according ta 
their Notions and Sentiments in that Matter. After them came up 
Meletizz, who diſcours'd & upon the Words according to the Sence of 
the Vicene Faith, and ſtoutly eftabliſh'd the Conſub/tantial Doftrine. 
The People were infinitely pleas'd to hear him, and intreated him to 

ive them ſome ſhort Memorial of his Dofrine, which he did by 

ewing them three of his Fingers, and then contratting two, one 
only was left, adding, to declare his meaning, there are three which 
are conceiv'd in the mind, though we ſeem to ſpeak but to one. 
Which his Adverſaries ſtretch'd; as if he had meant it in the Sabel;- 
an ſence. Sozomen ayes, that while he was preaching, the Atch- 
Deacon {who was of the oppoſite Fattion) ran'to bim, and with his 
hand ſtopd his Mouth, who thereupon made the Signal with his Fin- 

ers which we mention'd, and when the Arch-Deacon laid hold upon 
Fi hand to hinder 'him, he declar'd his meaning with a loud voice, 
and exhorted his Auditory to ſtand to the Niceve Faith, proteſting 
that all others were erroneous and falſe. But however it was, his 
Adverſaries were enrag*d, and procur'd him to be baniſh'd, and Ew- 
zoius, an old Companion of Ari»s's, and who, when Deacon, had 
been deposd by Atexader,to be ardain'd Biſhop in his room. Which was 
one thing that occaſion'd the Schiſpn'in that Church,thoſe who had hi- 
therts mutually communicated,now flying off, and ſeparating from one 
another. Theſe things were. tranſacted at Aztioch abour the latter 
endofthe year CCCLX, The year following another Synod * was 
calPd there upon occaſion of Acacins's complaint to the Emperor againſt 
Endoxius Biſhop of Conſtantinople, for having, without common con- 
ſent, ordain'd Eunomins Biſhop of Cyzic1m, offe that was a profeſs'd 
Diſciple of Actins, and a more fiery and zealous Heretick rhan his 
Maſter. The Emperor hereupon ſent for Ennomins to Antioch, and 
ſurxmond an Aſſembly of Biſhops, whom he commanded to examine 
the Caſe. The'Synod calling the Caſe before them, demanded the 


Proſecutor and Accuſer ; but none appear'd: For 4cacins who thought 


to carry his Deſign by his Power and Intereſt with the Emperor, and 
never intended it fhonld come under a Synodal 'Difcuſſion, declin'd 
the Proceſs, and would not appear. For which the Emperor beganto 
ſuſpe&@ him, as one that had aRed herein rather'out of Malice, than 
any good intent, -and* therefore commanded him to be immediately 
gone tohis own See, WLE 
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VII. CONST ANTIVUS. was greatly diſquieted with theſe 
Contentions, and found the Sub-diviſions of the Arian Tribe defipn- 
ing little more than to undermine one another, for the compoſing 
whoſe Differences, he reſolv'd upon a more general Synod, which he 
intended to convene at Nice. But while engag'd in theſe Deſigns, 
he was unexpeAly taken off, whereupon enſued great Revolutions 
both in Churth and State. He had ſome years ſince taken his Couſin 
gry to be his Colleague in the Government, having created him 
Ceſar, and ſent him into Fraxce, to defend thoſe Parts againſt the In- 
roads of the Germans, where he manag'd the Province with great 
Succeſs, till partly by his own Ambition, and ly by the requeſt 
of the Army he was mov to take upon him the Imperial Name and 

zonity, and was now marching with his Army towards the Ef to 
ae what he had done. The News hereof infinitely difturb'd Cor- 
fantins, but he _—_y to the proſperous Succeſſes that had all alo 
attended him againſt the Uſurpers of the Empire, and having ſhuffle 
up a Truce with the Perſians, turn' 
his Nephew. At Tarſ#s he fell into a Feaver, (causd: partly by his 
making too much haſt, partly by the inward Trouble and Vexation of 
his mind) which together with his Journey increas'd upon him, till 
his fleſh became ſo hot, that it burn like Fire. Being come toa place 
call d Mopſucrene in the Confines of Cappadocia and Cilicia,: his Spirits 
faiPd, and he expir'd, having firſt been baptiz'd by Ezoins, and having 
ordain'd (at leaſtwiſe it was ſo given out) Fuliaz to be his Succeſſor 
in the Empire. He died Ofober the Vth. Ann. CCCLNI. in the 
XLV+#h. year of his Age, and XXXVIIIh. of his Reign, having ruled 
XIII. years with his Father, and XXV. alone. His body was brought 
to Conſtantinople, and after ſome time buried with a pompous Solem- 
nity, Julian himſelf walking before the Corps in a mournful Poſture, 
_ put off his Crown, and without any other enſign of Majeſt 
upon him, than the Imperial Cloak. He was a Prince of a lofty Mind, 
careful to preſerve the Decorum of State and Empire, a rigid ExaGtor 
of Diſcipline, eſpecially in Military Matters, fortunate in vanquiſhing 
inteſtine Diviſions, _ home-bred Uſurpations, unſucceſsful in for- 
reign Expeditions. A great Maſter of thoſe private Vertues that adorn 
a Prince, ſober, chaſt, and temperate, kind and bountiful to his Friends 
and Followers, but of a Temper inclin'd to Cruelty, eſpecially where 
there was the leaſt Suſpition of attempting the —_— (ſeen above 
others in putting to death ſo many of his neareſt 
yet he ſought to cover with a ſmooth plauſible Carriage. He was 
greatly Ulxorious, and wholly given up to the conduQt of Eunuchs and 
Flatterers, who ſtood about him, and admir'd all his Sayings as Ora- 
cles, and made his affirmation or denial the Meaſure and Rule of Truth; 
they fill'd all great Offices in the Palace, and were the Springs that 
ſteerd all publick Aﬀairs, opprefſing in the mean time and fleeci 
the People, and doing innumerable Miſchiefs under the ſhadow of his 
Authority. Theſe were the quick-ſighted Beaſts about this many- 
headed Hydra (they are Fulians * own words both concerning him 
and them) that exaſperated and made him fiercer, who was not over- 
mitd in his own narure, whatever he pretended to be to othefs. Ne: 
ther his natural nor acquir'd Parts were extraordinary, though he 
affeQed to be thought learned, but miſcarried, when ever attempting 
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any thing that way. In ſacred things he was Superſtitious rather 
than Rs, corrupting Chriſtianity, in it ſelf a moſt ſimple and 
* 4m. Marcel. abſolute Religion (as the very Heathen Hiſtorian * acknowledges 
6s. 23. is fi. upon this occaſion) with vain and trifling Superſtition. He under. 
ſtood little of the Controverſies then ſtarted, which For he curiouſly 
enquir'd into, and vigorouſly endeavoured to compole, by ſtriving to 
draw all Parties to be of his mind and way, - convening Synods for 
that purpoſe at 'every turn, (the Expences whereof were commonly 
born at his coſt) ſo that his whole Reign ſeem'd nothing but ſo man 
ſeveral Seffions of one Eccleſiaftick Dize. This laid him open to al 
the Impoſtures and Infinuations of the Aria» Party, who fed his hu. 
mor, and abus'd his Power, whereby they ſtain'd his Reign with the 
Blood and Ruine of more Catholick Chriſtians, then paringe had 
ſuffered under any one Heathen Emperor. But it ſeems he faw his 
Error when it was too late, there — things, which S. Gre. 
ory of Nazianzum (who by the way in his zealous Tranſports againſt 


—m——_—_— 
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* Orat. XXL. Julian, elſewhere over-ſtretches Conftantius's Commendation) ' tells 
Mtg wits 1s, he repented of when he came to dye, as the great Blemiſhes of 
TemJII. p. 19. his Reign, that he had put to death ſo many of his Kindred, that he 

-had advanc'd Julian to the Empire, and that he had fo zealoufly pro- 
* /;d. Tod. moted Innovations in the Faith ® , And with that Proteſtation breathd 
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His Afts durmg the Reign of Juliari. 


Julian's ſucceeding in the Empire. His pretended kindneſs to Chriſtians, 
His reſtoring all Parties from Exile, and why. A Riot at Alexandria 
about the Temple of Mithras. The groin principally levelPd 
againſt George their Arian Biſhop : The miſerable and ignominious 
manner of his Death. His Murther unpittied, he being obnoxious to all 
Parties. His Learning and Library, Julian's great Care to ſecure 
his Books: The Emperor's Expoſtulatory Letter to the People of Alex- 
andria about his death. Athahaſius his returt and welcome. His Rex 
formation of his Church. His care about the Diſtrattions of the Church 
of Antioch. A Synod conven'd at Alexandria to adjuſt the particular 
Semce of thoſe two Terms, voia and 1zrogzor, the Cauſe of great 
Miſtakes among ſt the Catholicks. . Apollinariſm and other Hereſies con- 
demn'd. An account of all given by Athanaſius in 4 Letter to them ih 
Antioch. The State of that Churth. Paulinus made 'Biſhop there by 
Lucifer Calaritanus. This the Cauſe of a long-continued Schiſm in 
that Church. The Original of the Luciferian Separation. Athana- 
fius by whom oppos'd and undermin'd. The Emperor's Editt for his 
Baniſhment ; and his Letter to Edicius the Governor to the ſame pur- 
poſe. Theſe Orders not mitigated by any Interceſſios. Athanaſius his 
flight, and miraculous eſcaping his Purſuers upon the Nile. Julian's 

- death made knows the [ame day at Alexandria. 


ration of Aﬀairs in Church as well as State. For Julian 

being come to the Crown, either to {weeten his entrance 
upon the Government, or to reflett an Odium upon the Memory of 
Conſtantins, preſently recall'd " the baniſh'd Biſhops, and reſtor'd their * Socr-/.3-c.t- 
confiſcated Eſtates ; and calling for ſome of the contending Parties *'"%*5 -5 
into the Palace,carneſtly advisd them to lay aſide all mutual Feuds and 7144. 1.3. c 4 
Animoſities, and every one to go on Grady in the way of his Profeſſi- 7: 127: 
on, faying often to them in an afteQted Bravery, Hearken to me, whons 
the Francks and the Almains have hear ned to, This pains he took, not 
out of atiy kindneſs to them (as his own Hiſtorian * confeſſes) but 
to throw a bone of Contention amongſt them, for he knew that a 
9” Toleration would ſoon ſet them together by the Ears, and that 

e ſhould be thereby freed from the Combination of an united Multi- 

tude, whom he foreſaw the Courſe he intended to ſteer, would be 
fure to enrage. However at firſt he treated the Chriſtians with great 
Humanity ? , commanding that no Force or Incivility ſhould be offer- * i. zpif. 
ed to them, and that none ſhould be compelld againſt their Wills \ eee 
to ſacrifice ; only in the Church of Eeſſa, where the Arian Party + : 
had made a Mutiny, and offered violence to the Followers of Yalez- 
tinus, he took away the Rents and Revenues of that Church, the 
Mony he gave to his Army, the Rents he converted to private Uſes ; 
which he did, that being made Poor, and ſo eas'd of their Burden, he 
might 
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might help them forwards in their way to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
as according to his Sarcaſtick Vein he expreſſes himſelf in his Letter 
to Ecebolics 4. - Nor was't long before he made it a _=_ Caſe, de- 
priving the Clergy of their Honours and Priviledges , and their 
allowance of Corn out of the publick Exchequer, and making them 
ſubjeC to ſerve in the civil Courts, yea forcing the poor Maids and 
Widows to refund what they had recetv'd out of the common Stock 
and Patrimony of the Church ; he confiſcated their Rents, and took 
away their Plate and the Ornaments of their Churches, with infinite 
other Cruelties, not to be related in this place. 

Il. AT Alexandria a Riot hap'ned in the beginning of his Reign, 
which yet made Athanaſius his return more eaſie to himſelf, and well- 
come to the People. George the 4rian Biſhop had been accus'd of 
great Miſdemeanors in the Synod at Seleucia, and for his obſtinate 
compliance with the Aetian Party had been depos'd. But being a mag 
of Stomach and Courage, had gone on, and that with greater hrerce- 
neſs than before. He was become, through his Opprefſions and Cru- 
elties, extreamly burdenſom to the People of Alexandria ; for he de- 
clin'd not the moſt ſordid As, nor ſcrupled the moſt unjuſt invadin 
other mens Rights, ſo he might but amaſs a great Eſtate to himſelf 
He would rob the? Fatherleſs*, and ſeiſe Eſtates left by Parents to 
their Children, he endeavoured to engroſs the Monopoly of Wire, 
and to get into his hands the Paper-Marſhes, and the ſole Trade of the 
Salt-Pits ; he invented a new ſort of Biers or Coffins for the carrying 
out the Dead, and would not ſuffer a Corps to be ſo carried out, with- 
out a Fee firſt paid to him. He was obnoxious to all ſorts © of men; 
the Nobility hated him for his Pride, and his imperious Lording it 
over the Governors, being oftner upon the Bench at the Deciſion of 
civil Cauſes, than Praying or Preaching in the Church ; the common 
People look'd upon him as a Tyrant, that ruled all at his Will; the 
Catholicks fled from him as a mercileſs Perſecutor, one that cruſh'd 
and oppreſs'd them where-ever he met them ; the Gentiles were en- 
rag'd at him for prohibiting them to exerciſe the Rites of their Reli- 
gion, and taking away by force of Arms the Statues, the conſecrated 
Gifts, and. Ornaments of their Temples. All which rendred him 
univerſally odious, and at this time conſpird his Ruine upon this oc- 
caſion. He had been not long fince at Court *, where, according to 
his Cuſtom, he had accus'd ſeveral as not well afteted to the Go- 
vernment, and amongſt other things had inform'd the Emperor, that 
all the Buildings at Alexandriarerefted by their Founder the Great 
Alexander at the publick Charge, ought to pay Rent to the Exche- 
quer. At his return, paſſing one day, attended with a great Train, 
through a Temple dedicated to the Genizs of the City, caſting back 
a ſcornful look, And how long ({aid he) muſt this Charnel-houſe ſtand? 
This the Gertiles reſented as an Aﬀront, and look'd upon it as a Pre- 
ſage of the Ruine that was intended it, and thenceforth ſet them- 
ſelves to ſtudy his DeſtruQtion, which upon Ju/ran's ſucceeding to the 
Empire they accompliſh'd. The Church-Hiſtorians » relate the 
Matter (for that it was the fame, I nothing doubt) with more par- 
ticular Circumſtances. There was at. Alexandria a Temple of M:- 


ad Ann. Zul.t. thr zs or the Sun, wherein they had us'd of old to celebrate the Wor- 
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decay'd, and fill'd with Rubbiſh, Conſfznrivs had beſtow'd upon the 
Church of A/exandria, which George at this time intended to rebuild 
into a Church, and had to that end given order for the cleanſing of 
ir. But when they were come to the Chancel, or innermoſt part of 
the Temple, and had cleered the Rubbiſh, they found a great number 
of dead mens Sculls, both of Young and Old, who had been ſlain 
there in order to their Charms and Magick Rites, together with cer- 
tain Images,” and Inſtruments which the Priefts had us'd-in their Sa- 
crifices and impious Myſteries. Theſe the Chriſtians brought forth, 
and carrying them up and down the Streets in Triumph, expos'd 
them to the view of the People, deriding the Follies and Villany of 
Pegs Superſtition. The Geztiles were provok'd hereat beyond all 
meaſure, and catching up what came next to hand, fell upon the 
Chriſtians, knocking ſome on the head with Clubs, ſtoning others, 
orrunning them through with Swords, ſome they ſtrangled, others 
they crucified, and none came in. their way, but were grieyoully 
wonnded. But their chief Spite and Rage was againſt George the 
Biſhop, whom they took, and that night only pu into Priſon, Early 
in the Morning they fetch'd him out, and abusd him with all manner 
of Cruelty, trampled on, and dragged up and down the City, and 
in the Evening having laid him upon a Camel, carried him to the 
Water-fide, and there burn'd him, (and the Camel too for Company? 
and after all threw his Aſhes into the Sea, leſt, they ſaid; his Fol- 
lowers ſhould gather them up, and build a Church ' over them, as 
they had done for others, who had died glorious deaths,” and had 
commenc'd Martyrs. His death. was charg'd by: the Ar:axs upon 
Athanifinr's Party ",, and Philoſtorgins * layes' expreſly, 'twas he 
plotted and contriv dit; and withall intimates, it was a juſt puniſh- 
ment upon George for compelling the A4:tian Party to fubſcribe to the 
Synodical Condemnation of Aeris, agreed upon, and ſent to him by 
the Council at Conſtantinople. But what Interpretations will not par- 
tiality make to ſerve a Cauſe? What will not Malice fay to defame 
an Adverſary ?- *Tis plain, that belides the account given of it by 
Am. Marcellinus a Heathen Writer of 'that time, Julia himſelf /who 
would have been glad of any Pretext \to have fhifred it of from his 
own fide) layes it wholly upon the populace, and thoſe too of his own 
Religion. '_. At Io 7 

II. HE was a man ſuitable to his Country ' and Education, proud 
and inſolent,. rough and intraQable, fierce and bloody, ſordid and co- 
vetous. But though Nazianzen decry-him fot his illiberal Education, 
yet muſt he be confelsd to have been ſomething of a Scholar,, Wit- 
neſs that noble Library y that he ,left-behind him, repleniſh'd with 
all forts of Books, of Philoſophy, Rhetorick, Hiſtory, but eſpecially 
ſuch as concern'd the Chriſtian Religion; indeed ſo very confideyable, 
that Julian (who had been acquainted with him heretofore. in . Coppa 
dociz, and had borrowed ſeveral Books of him to he. tranferib'd) im- 
mediately ſent two Expreſſes to ſecure the Books, commanding that 
his Amanuen(i; ſhould be.dcalt with, who if he faithfully diſcovered 
them, ſhould be rewarded, if not, puniſh'd; charging the Governors 
under ſevere; Penalties to uſe their utmoſt Care and Diligence in this 
'Matrer, and that if any.of the Books had been purloined, they ſhould 
"examine 4uſpatted Perſbns upon Oath, and their Servants by Torture, 
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that ſo not one of them might be conceal'd from him. But to pro- 
ceed. The News of his death was no ſooner brought to Court, but 
the Emperor ſeemingly reſented it as an Aﬀront to. his Governmene, 
and though perhaps well enough pleasd with the thing it ſelf, yer 
thought good to take notice of it as a Violation of his Authority, and 

* Fpif. X. the ordinary Courle of Juſtice. He\wrote * therefore to the People 

fon 5. Soen-ab; Of Alexandria, to let them know whata raſh and unjuſt AQtion they 

ſ-7r.4.3-p.171. had ruſh'd upon, and that although George had done ill things, and 
had deſerv'd as bad, and perhaps worle things at their hands, yer 
there were Laws, and they ſhould have proceeded againſt him in the 
uſual courſe of Juſtice, and not taken Revenge and Reformation into 
their own Hands, a thing not'to be endur'd in any well-eſtabliſh'q 
Conſtitution ; that it was well for them, that this fell out in his time, 
who for the Reverence that he bore to their great God Serapis, and 
for the ſake of his Uncle Ju/ian, who had been PrefeCt of Egypr, ,and 
Preſident of Alexandria, would uſe no other Remedies in this Caſe 
but ſoft and gentle Methods, to wit, thoſe of Argument and Per- 
ſwaſion, with which he doubted not but they would readily comply, 
This unfortunate end had this troubleſome and cruel man, with 
whoſe fall his Party were not ſo far beaten out of heart, but they 
pitch*d upon a Sneceflor, ordaining one Lucius a Presbyter in his 
room, who kept the Party together 1n private Conventicles. 

IV. THIS uproar at Alexandria being over, Athanaſizs quitted 
his ſolitary Retirements, (where he had hitherto ſheltred himſelf) 
and returnd home. A wellcome Gueſt we may be ſure after ſo hard 

©N2342n.Orat. and tedious an Exile; the Wayes = and Streets were crowded from 
XX1-4.390-Kc. 111 Parts, and all places full from whence they might behold this 
great man ; the People were divided according to their Sexes, Ages, 

and ſeveral Trades (as the Cuſtom there was, when any great Perſon 

was to receive the Honour of a publick Entry) and every one ſtrove 

to out-do his Neighbor in the celebrity of the Triumph, which was 

ſo great, that it became even Proverbial amongft them, when they 

would expreſs the Grandeur of any extraordinary Pomp,to fay,that che 

 preat Athanaſius himſelf was not brought in with more Honor and Solemnity. 

His firſt work was to Reſtore and Reform the Church, which he did 

with all imaginable lenity and greatneſs, and even to the Wonder 

and Approbation of his Enemies ; next he endeavoured to aboliſh>. 

Feuds, and to reconcile Perſons both to himſelf, and to one another ; 

injur'd Perſons he reſtor'd to right without any regard to Parties or 

Intereſts; Matters of DoQrine he reduc'd to their priſtine Purity, 

and the Faith of the holy Trinity was now again ſincerely taught, 
imploying his time in writing to, and receiving Letters from the 

moſt eminent Perſons and Churches of the Chriſtian World. Nay 

many of them repair'd to him in Perſon, partly- to congratulate his 

return, partly to affiſt him in fetling the DiſtraQtions of the Church. 

Amongſt the baniſhd Biſhops, whoſe minds were intent upon this 

b $ocr.l.3. c.g. Pious Deſign, were Lucifer * Biſhop of Calaris in Sardinia, and Euſe- 
p. 173- © 9. bins of Vercelle in the Confines of mg in Traly, who of late had 
aq yu ſpent the time of their tedious Exile in the upper 7hebais, not far 
Rufn.1.1.c.27, from Alexandria. Theſe two agreed together, the one to goto Alex- 
+57 Pre andria, the other to Antioch. Lucifer (who ſent a Deacon or two 
+. 123. © along with Eſcbivs to Alexandria to aſſiſt in his name) went ſtraight 
to 
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to Antioch, where he found that famous Church miſerably over-run 
with Schiſm. Euz0ivs the Arian Biſhop govern'd in chief, and for 
the main carried all before him, the Catholicks were divided into 
two Parties, the one the Followers of Euſtathis their former, the 
other the Followers of Me/eris their preſent Biſhop not yet return'd 
from Baniſhment) who kept ſeparate Meetings, and refus'd to com- 
municate with each other. Lucifer hoping to bury this Schiſm b 

itching upon a Perſon in whom both Parties might agree, unad- 
viſedly ordain'd Paulinus, a Presbyter of the Euſtathiax Party, Biſhop 
of that Church, which yet was fo far from healing, that it widen'd 
the breach, one Party more being ſet up in that miſerably-divided 
Church. Pazlinss held his Aﬀemblies in one of the little Churches 
within the Ciry, which Exz-24«s out of courtelie and reyerence tothe 
man permitted him to enjoy. | 

V. PAULINUS thus advanc'dtothe See of 4»r:och, diſpatch'd 
Maximns and Calemerns as his Legates to Alexandria, where Athana- 
fius with Eufe bins and others out of 1taly, Arabia, Egypt and Libya, 
were aſſembled in Council. The chief things debated and determin'd 
in this Synod, were concerning the lapſed Biſhops, who had in the 
late Reign of Conſ/tantivs gone over to, and joyn'd with the 4-1ans, 
whether they ſhould be reſtor'd to their Sees. At length the milder 
Opinion took place, that thoſe who had complied only out of fear 
or miſtake, or had been impos'd upon by any ſpecious pretence,ſhould * 
upon their Repentance and abjuring of their Error, be re-admitted 
to their Churches. But beſides this, the Synod perceived that great 
Diſputes were ariſen about the true meaning of theſe Terms vx 
and 4zzocors, one part charging the other with maintaining three 
Gods or Principles, the other recriminating upon them the BN 
of Sabellianiſm, or confounding the Perlons in the Trinity. A mil- 
apprehenſion that created no little diſturbance in the Church, and 
broke out into Heats and Feuds amongſt good men, as in other places, 
f particularly- in the Church of Antioch, (for whom the Council 
chiefly intended this Synodal Determination) where we find © F{z- * Thod. t. 4 
vian a Presbyter of that Church, objeting to Paulinus, whom Ly- © 3: ©-29% 
cifer had lately ordain'd Biſhop there, that he denied a Trinity of 
Hypoſtaſes, whereas Pope Damaſus, with whom he pretended to hold 
Communion, expreſly aſſerted but one nature, but withall that there 
were three Hypoſtaſes in the Trinity. Both Parties were 1n the right, 
only by Hhooftafs one meant the Eſſence (and ſo there were nor 
three Hypoſtaſes) while the other underſtood the Perſons in the holy 
Trinity. The Syned therefore upon a full Examination of the Matter, 
finding that the miſtake lay only in the ambiguity of the Terms, and 
that hey all agreed in the 5 thing, all held the true Faith of the 


holy Trinity, all abominated the 4ria» Doftrines, all deteſted the 
Sabellizn and Samoſatenian Hereſies, decreed, that the Nicene Creed 
was the moſt excellent and acteurate Compendium of Faith, and thay. 
henceforth they ſhould rather acquieſce in, and make uſe of the. 
Terms agreed on in that Council. And therefore when Socrates 4 4 16.:.74-196- 
affirms, that the Synod condemn'd the uſe of theſe Expreſſions of 
voiz and 15 0:s, as applied to God; tis plain he miſtook the Sence 
of the Council, which was not ſimply to condemn thoſe Terms (tz 
being the very word .us'd in the Nicene Creed) but to adjuſt the 
Aa meaning 
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meaning of them, and becauſe by reaſon of their ambiguity they were 
apt to create milunderſtandings, that therefore they ſhould keep to 
thoſe Phraſes that had been eſtabliſh'd by the Synod of Nice. 7 hey 
anathematiz'd likewiſe thoſe that denied the Divinity of the holy 
Ghoſt, affirming it to be a Creature, and of a different Nature and 
Eſſence from that of our Lord. . Concerning the Incarnation of our 
Lord, (about which alfo there began to be ſome Diſpute and Con- 


| troverſie) they defin'd, that the Son of - God really took our nature 
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upon him, and was perfe& man as well as God, of a reaſonable Soul, 
and humane Fleſh ſubſiſting, and that'in that capacity he wrought 
out our Salvation. In this Synod the Legates from 4ztioch were re. 
ceiv'd, who conſented to the Acts of it, and ſoon after it broke up, 
having before their departure defir'd Athanaſius to write an anſwer 
to them at Antioch. Which not long after was done*, wherein he 
at large gives them an account of what had been determin'd in the 
Synod, earneſtly yu the two diſſenting Catholick Parties to Peace 
and Concord, and to unite upon no other Terms than that of an 
hearty Agreement in the Niceze Faith, which was abundantly ſuff. 
cient to end all Diſputes; and that whereas ſome produc'd an Exp 
cation made in the Sardicax Council, they ſhould take notice, that 
It was =. by and that no ſuch Explication had been agreed upon in 
that Synod; that to promote theſe great ends of Peace and Unity, 


they were ready to Travel as far as Anrivch, which they would have 
done, had not the preſent Neceſſities of the Church detain'd them at 
home. This Letter was ſubſcrib'd by Athanaſius, and XIII. Biſhops 
that yet ſtaid at Alexandria, belides the Antiochian Legates : Fuſcbins 


of Vercelle ſubſcrib'd his ſentence apart in the Latin Tongue, but ex- 
aQly agreeable to the reſt ; ſo did A4/terins, and being carried to A»- 
rroch, it was ſubſcrib'd likewiſe by Paulinus, who added an explicite 
Declaration of his Faith concerning three Perſons, and one divine 
Eſſence, concerning the Incarnation of our Saviour, and that he ana- 
thematiz'd thoſe who rejeQted the Vicene Faith, and denied the Son 
to be of the Subſtance, and co-eſſential with his Father, or affirmd 
the holy Ghoſt to be a Creature, or that held the Principles of Sabelli- 
«s, Photinns, or any other Hereſle. 

VI. AFFAIRS being ſetled at Alexandria, Eſebins f haſtned to 
Antioch, where with infinite trouble he beheld the lamentable Diſ- 
ſentions in that Church. Melerzias, who return'd about this time, 
kept his reſidence and the Afemblies .of his Party in the Old City, 
(eſpecially in the great Apoſtolical Church, founded by S. Perer, and 
which is it ſelf ſometimes ſtiPd the 0/4 Church, and ſtood in that part 
of Antioch.) Enzoins with the Arians had Pcflefſion of the New, who 
yet out of reſpe&t to Paslinus allow'd him the uſe of one Church: 
And to make the Caſe more deplorable, theſe two ancient Friends 
and Fellow-Confeſſors Lacifer and Erſebins, who were to have heal'd 
the breach, fell out themſelves, whether becauſe E: {ebins reſented 
Lucifer's raſh Ordination of Paxlinus ; and Lucify on the other ſide 
ſtomach'd Exſcbins his refuſing to approve that AR (as Secrates and 
ſome others think) or whether becauſe I xcifer being a man of a very 
ſtri and ſower Temper, was diſpleas'd with the Determination of 
the Alexandrian Synod about the reſtoring of the lapſed Biſhops, or 
whether upon both accounts, it is bard to ſay, Certain it is, 
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theſe two g20d men parted in great diſcontent, Lucifer returning to 
his own Buloprick at Ca/ari, the chief City in the Iſland of Sardrnie, 
where though he made a ſhitt in ſome meaſure to ſuppreſs his Senti- 
ments while he liv'd (being unwilling openly to difown what he had 
ratitied by his Deputies in the Synodat Alexandria) yet after his death 
it broke out into a violent Schiſin, his Followers ſtyling themſelves 
Luciferians, atter the name of their Maſter, and utterly rejecting all 
manner of Communion with thoſe that had any wayes communicated 
with the Arian, : 
VII. WHILE Athanaſius was taken up in managing the Aﬀairs 
of his Church at home, his Enemies were bulie to undermine him at 
Court. 'The Gertles now enjoy'd the full exerciſe of their Religion, 
and were atrriv'd to that height of Impiety, that not content with 
their common Ceremonies, they ran up into the moſt inhumane and 
diabolick Myſteries, killing s young Children of both Sexes, divining * Ser..3.13 
by their entrails, and eating their Fleſh. A Barbariſm praQtis'd in * 55: 
other places, but eſpecially at Athens and Alexandria, But in the 
mid(t of this horrid licentiouſnefs, it vex'd them to ſee Arhanaſins in 
ſ{» much vogue and credit with the People, whoſe pains and po_—_ . 
kept them in, and ſecur'd his People from Apoſtacy. He therefore ? 
mult be removd at any rate. A Conſpiracy wherein both Arians and 
Heathens joyn'd together. The Emperor was inform'd * that Arha- » Sox.ih. crge 
naſius without any regard to his Government, did publickly keep is. oor 
Religious Aſſemblies, and had perverted very many Gertiles to his BL is. —_ 
Religion,and that if he were ſuffered rogo on,not one Geztile would be p. 238. 
left, but that they would all flock over to him,the Tribe alſoof Mag ici- 
ans,Philoſophers, Aruſpices,and Augurs repreſenting,that their Arts would 
ſignifie nothing, unleſs Arhanaſirs, as the great Remora, were taken 
out of the way. Exaſperated with theſe [nfinuations, the Emperor 
diſpatch'd this following EdiCt i to Alexandria. Fog BYp- 
T was but fit, that he who had been baniſh'd by ſo many Royal and * '* 
Jmpertal Edicts, ſhould at leaſt have expected one to recall him, 
before he had ventur'd to return, and not by ſo mad and bold a J?2e- 
l{imption have affronted the Laws, as if no ſuch had been mave. And 
evict now when we have given the Galileans that were baniſh'd by 
Conſtantius, leave to return, it was not to return to their Churches, 
but into their Countries. Notwithſtanding J underſtand that that 
daring Fellow Athanaſius, according to His accuſtomed confidence, 
has again repoſſeſs'd his Epiſcopal See, and that the thing is highly 
offenſive to the pious and good People of Alexandria. TUherefoze 
we command him to depart the City on that very day, whereon yon 
ſhall receive theſe our Letters ; and if he offers to ſtay, we o2der far 
greater and ſeverer Penalties tobe inflicted on him. 
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To Ecdicius Governor of Egypt. 


' A Lthough you writ nothing elſe, you ought certainly to have pivey 

us an account of Athanaſius, the Enemy of the Gods, eſpecially 
when you had long ſince heard of our uſeful Conſtitutions. I call to witneſ; 
the great Sarapis, that if this Athanaſius, the Enemy of the Gods, depart 
not the City, or rather all Egypt, before the firſt of December, the Reg;- 
ments under your command ſhall be fined an hundred pound of Gold. Toy 
know how backward I am to condemn, and how much more backward, when 
T have done it, to remit and Pardon. It is no ſmall trouble to me, thatby 
his means all the Gods ſhould be ſet at naught. Of all your Services, none 
would be more acceptable to me, than to ſee or hear thit Athanaſius & ri. 
wen out of all parts of Egypt, a wretch that has dar'4 under my Reign tg 
force many hononrable Greek Ladies to be baptiz'd. 


And when, to molifie theſe rigorous Proceedings, ſome Addreſſes 
' 74.zp;8.LI, were made to the Emperor in his behalf, he wrore | back to them, 
Rog wherein he Expoſtulates with them for their FaQtion and Novelty, 
and their great degeneracy from the Religion of their Anceſtors, it 
being a ſhame that any in that City ſhould dare to profeſs himſelf a 
Galilean ; that they ſhould do well to hearken to him, who having 
for twenty years been a Chriſtian, had by the aſſiſtance of the Gods, 
chang'd his opinion, and had now for twelve years been of the other 
Religion ; that however they ſhould retain mutual Concord, and 
give over deſiring Athanaſius, there being enough of his Diſciples, and 
they nothing inferior to. him, who might tickle their itching Ears 
with pleaſant but impious Diſcourſes ; that if upon any other ac- 
count they were deſirous of him, for that _ reaſon he would ex. 
pell him, a buſie and faftious man, being of all men the moſt unfit 
to govern others; if yet he might be calld a man, and not rather 
a pittiful and contemptible Raſcall, for whoſe ſake it was not worth 
while to hazard a publick Diſturbance ; which that it might be pre- 
vented amongſt them, as he had ſome time ſince commanded him 
to quit the Giry, ſo now he commanded him to depart all Egypr. 
VIII. ATHANASIUS, who foreſaw the Storm _— _ 
Secrat.ib.c.x4, the firſt News of the imperial Edict, prepared to depart, and when 
p-185- S0z.1.4- his Friends burſt out into the moſt mournful and paſſionate Reſent- 
OE ment, he ſaid to them, Be of 200d cheer, Sirs, let us give way a little, 
Theod. 1.3.c.9. tis but a little Clond, and *twill ſoon blow over. Which ſaid, he pre- 
__ R«j-ubi ſently took Boat, and went down the NV;/e towards Thebais. He was 
#7:*3+ no ſooner gone, but the Officer came to apprehend him, who having 
learn'd which way he went, followed after. But having advice here: 
of forthwith ſent him, his Friends that were with him in the Boat, 
. perſwaded him to go on ſhore, and to betake himſelf ro the Deſart ; 
No, replied he, /er's rather go and meet our Executioner, that he may 
know that greater is be that's with us, then he that is againſt us. And 
with that commanded the Steers-man to turn the Boat, and row back 
to Alexandria. By this time the Officer and his Company were come: 
near, who never ſuſpeQting them that were going that way, only 


enquir'd of them, whether they ſaw Athanaſins; they anſwered,: he 
was 


* _ 
——————, 
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was hard by,and that if they made haſte, they might quickly overtake 
him. So they parted, and by this means the good man eſcapd, and 
came ſafe to Alexanaria, where he conceald himſelf, till the Storm 
was over-paſt, which hap'ned ſoon after. For Julian engaging in a 
War againſt the Perſians, was lain in the Engagement, and Ris death 


miraculouſly made known the very ſame day at Alexandria, There 
was in that City one Didy»zus, a devont and ſevere Aſcetick, or as 


Sozomes ® ſtyles him) an Eccleſiaſtical Philoſopher, who while takerr = 13h. 6. 6.5 
þ. 639. Vids 
into a Trance, and ſaw men upon white Horſes galloping through _— A 


the Air, and erying, zel/ Didymus, and let him acquaint Athanaſius, to 


up according to his cuſtom with over-long Faſting and Prayer, fell 


that this very hour Julian is lain, and wow let bim break his Faſt. 


$E CF. | XY: 
His Afts from the death of Julian till that of Jovian. 


Julian*s death infinitely reſented by the Gentiles. The kindneſs of his 
Succeſſor Jovian to the Chriſtians. His Letter to Athanaſius to give 
him an account of the true Catholick Faith. A Synod at Alexandria 
on that occaſion ; their Epiſtle to the Emperor concerning the Catholick 
Dettrine, and the Nicene Creed. This Letter ſent by Athanaſius to 
Antioch, who is heavily complaind againſt by Lucius and the Arian 
Party from Alexandria, Their Petitions frequently rejefted by the 
Emperor, and their Favourers at Court check'd and puniſh'd. Several 
Parties of Settaries endeavour to make their intereſt at Court, and to 
undermine each other. The Emperor's Declaration againſ} Diſſention 
in the Church. The Acacians ſubtilly comply in a Synod at Antioch. 
An Addreſs proces to the Emperor by the Synod concerning their 
Agreement inthe Faith. The great ſtickling of the Anomzan Fattion 
at Conſtantinople. Their frequent Ordinations of Biſhops in all places. 
Quarrels between Eudoxius ad Aetius. 


upon the Geztiles, that Libanius » himſelf upon the News of . ,, ,;.. fuk 
it grew weary of his Life, and caſting his Eye upon his Sword, þ. 45. | 


I. Jin AN's death caſt ſo great a damp and diſcouragement 


reſolv'd to have diſpatch'd himſelf, which he had done, but that ſea- 
ſonably refleting upon the Principles of his own Philoſophy, he re- 
membred that the diſpoſal of life was in no mans Power, and that in 
this Caſe we are to await the Decrees of God, the Violation whereof 
he could not anſwer in another World. But his death did not more 
diſanimate the Gentiles, then it gave a new Life and Spirit to the 
Chriſtian Cauſe, which but a little before was in danger to be ſtifled 
with the vigorous Efforts of antiquated Paganiſm, For Jowviax (or 
Fovixian as others call him) who had not long lince been Captain 
- of the Guards, but diſcharg'd for his reſolute. Profeſſion of Chriſtia- 
nity, being proclaim'd Emperor in the Field, and having upon the 
Spot profeſs'd himſelf a Chriſtian, no ſooner return'd to 4tioch, but 

. gave 
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*Srerd.3.2.93 gave order ® to the Governors of the Provinces, that they ſhould 
. . 7.60. 0 © . 
4 - o to Church, and worſhip God according to the Rules of the Chri- 


C. 3» þ. 640. 
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P Ext. 4þ. Ath. 
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ian Religion, and that the baniſh'd Biſhops'fhould be call'd home to 
their ſeveral Sees, and that all Diſſentions (if poſſible) being removed, 
the Nicene Faith might univerſally take place. To this end he di. 
rected Letters to Athanaſins, (whom all the World beheld as the 
great Champion of the Catholick Cauſe) requiring him” to ſend him 
an exact account of what was the true orthodox taith. The good 
man was glad of the occaſion, and a Synod of the neighboring vre. 
lates being conven'd for this purpoſe, an Epiſtle was drawn up to be 
preſented to the Emperor in this Form®. 


To the moſt Religious and Gracious Prince Jovian, 
the Auguſt, the Conqueror, Athanaſzus and the 
reſt of the Biſhops, who come in the Perſon of 
all the Biſhops of Egypt, T hebazs, and Libya. 


Mind atted with an earneſt deſire after the knowledge of divine 
| things, ts a Temper highly becoming a Religious Prince ; for ſo 
all your heart truly be in the hand of Gad. Foraſmuch therefore as your 

Piety deſires to learn from us the Faith of the Catholick Church, we, having 
for this firſt rendred our thanks to God, have reſvlv'd above all things to 
lay before your Devout and Religious mind, the Faith publiſh'd by the Fa- 
thers at Nice ; which ſome having rejetted, and thereupon endeavoured 
by « thouſand Artifices to undermine us, becauſe we went not along with the 
Arian Se, have introduc*d Schiſms and Hereſies into the Catholick 
Church. But the true and holy Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is mani- 
feſt unto all, being both known out of, and to be read in the holy Scriptures. 
In which Faith holy men have ſuffered Martyrdom, and being diſſolv'd, are 
now at reſt in the Lord, and which had for ever remain'd pure and intire, 
if the wickedneſs of ſome Heretichs had not preſumed to corrupt it. For a 
certain Perſon named Arius, together with his Followers, made it his 
buſineſs to deprave it, and to bring in Impiety in its room, aſſerting the 
Sor of God to be made out of nothing, to be a Creature and a Workman. 
ſhip, and to be mutable ; with which Diſcourſes they ſeduc'd many, ſo that 
ſome who ſeem'd to be of greateſt account were led aſide with their blaſ- 
phemons Inſinuations. But our holy Fathers being aſſembled, as was ſaid, 
in the Synod at Nice, condemnd the Arian Hereſie, and conſign'd to wri- 
ting a Confeſſion of the Faith of the Catholick Church, which Join every 
where publiſh'd, extinguiſh'd that Hereſie, which the Founders of it had 
brought in. And this Faith is every where known and preach'd through- 
out all the Churches. But foraſmuch as ſame being ſtill deſirous to renew 
the Arian Hereſie, have dard to rejett the Nicene Faith ; others pre- 
tend indeed to confeſs it, but in th deny it, pervertins the meaning of 
the word Conſubſtantial ; and moreover blaſphemouſly affirming concerns 
ing the holy Ghoſt, that he is a Creature, made by the Son; we taking into 
Conſideration the danger ariſing to the People by theſe blaſphemons Aſſerti- 


ons, have thought it neceſſary to offer to your Mijeſty the Faith conſented 
to 
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to at Nice; that you may underſtand with how much accuracy it- was drawn 
up, and how widely they err from the Truth, who maintain any other 
Doftrine. Kyow therefore, moſt Religious Emperor, that this is the 
Faith which was preach'd from the beginning, agreed upon by the Nicetie 
Fathers, and afterwards own'd and ſubſcribd by all the, Churches in the 
World, by thoſe of Spain, of Britain, Ganl; by all Italy, Campania, 
Dalmatia, Dacia, Myſia, Macedonia, «rd al! Achaia ; by all the Churches 
' of Aﬀrick, Sardinia, Cyprus, Crete, Pamphylia, Lycia az Ifauria ; 
all Egypt aud Libya, Pontus and Galatia, and the Regions round about, 
and in ſhort, by all the Churches of the Eaſt, a few only excepted, who em- 
brace the Sentiments of Arius. The opinion of all th:ſe Churches in this 
Caſe we have known upon Trial, and have their Letters to produce; And 
though ſome few diſſent from this Faith, yet we know, Sir, that a few 
cannot pre-judge the conſent of the whole World, and being long ſince in- 
feited with Arianiſm, they do at this time moſt pertinaciouſly oppoſe the 
Truth. Now that your Piety may know the Faith publiſh'd by the 
CCCXVIII. Fathers at Nice, though a thing ſufficiently known, we have 
here ſet it down. It runs thus, We believe 1n one God, the Father 
Almighty, &c. In this Faith, Sir, we ought to continue, as being Di- 
vine and Apoſtolical, nor may any man alter it by plauſible pretences, or 
ſophiſtical Reaſonings, as the Arians have done all along, who affirm the 
Son 4 God to be made of nothing, that there was 4 time when he was not, 
that he was made, created, and is mutable. For this Reaſon the Council 
of Nice, as we ſaid before, condemw'd that Hereſie, and explained the true 

aith, For they did-not affirm the Son to be ſimply and abſolutely like the 


Father, that ſo he might not be believed to be ſimply like to God, but to 


be true God of God. Moreover they affirmed him to be Conſubſtantial, 
which is the Property of a true genuine Son begotten of 4 true natural Fa- 
ther. Nor did they ſeparate the holy Ghoft from the Father and the Son, 
but rather glorified him together with the Father and the Son, in the one 
Faith of the holy Trinity , there being but one God-head in the holy 
Trinity. 


IT. THIS Letter was delivered to Athanaſius and a Committee of 
the Council, who in the name of the Synod were to wait upon, and 
preſent it to the Emperor, for that it ſhould be by them drawn up at 
Antioch, 1 can ſcarcely believe. And indeed it was time for them to 
haſten thither. For upon the firſt Intimation of the new-created 
Emperor, the Arian Party at Alexandria had diſpatched away 4 Lucius, 
Berzician, and ſome others to Court, to exhibit a Charge again 
Athansfizs. At their arrival they met the Emperor riding through 


4 Vid. libel, 
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rorum colloquis 
ap.Ath. Tom. 2. 


the Roman Gate to the Artillery-ground, whom they petitioned for 7:34 &c- 244: 


Audience ; being asked who they were, whence, and for what they 
came, they told- him, and that they deſired a Biſhop might be ſet 
over them. The Emperor anſwered, that he had given order that 
Athaxaſius their former Biſhop ſhould poſſeſs that See. They replied, 
that he had been impeached and baniſhed many years ago. Whereat 
an Officer of the Army ſtanding by, cried out, I beſeech you, Sir, 
enquire your ſelf who, and whence theſe are ? fortheſe are the Dregs 
and Reliques of that wretched George the Cappadocian, who have waſted 
Alexandria and the whole World. Which the Emperor hearing , 
{pur'd on his Horſe, and rid away for that time. At the next oppor- 

| tunity 
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runity they acquainted the Emperor that they had ſeveral Crimes tg 
lay to Athanaſius's charge, and that he. had been baniſhed near thirry 
years ſince, by the ever-memorable Conſtentine and Conſt antius, and 
after them by the moſt Religious and Wiſe Prince, Julian, late de. 
ceaſed. The Emperor anſwered, that Accuſations made ten, twenty, 
or thirty years ago, were paſt and laid aſide, that they ſhould ſay 
nothing to him of Arhanaſins, for that he knew wherefore he had been 
accusd and baniſh'd. The men were not diſcourag'd with this ill 
ſucceſs, but told the Emperor at the next meeting, that they had 
other Charges againſt Arhanafius, and requeſted that they might 
have any man but him to be their Biſhop, and that if he come amongſt 
them, the whole City would be infeſted, and no man would joyn in 
his Religious Aſſemblies. To this the Emperor anſwered, that he 
had already told them, he had ſettled Athanaſius Afﬀairs, and that 
upon ſtrit enquiry he had found him Orthodox, and to teach true 
Catholick Do&trine. They replied, that he ſpake well indeed, but 
diſſembled in his heart. That, ſaid the Emperor, is enough, which 
your ſelves teſtifie of him, that he ſpeaks well, and preaches truly ; 


' and if with his Tongue he teaches right, but believes amils in. his 
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heart, he is in that Caſe anſwerable only unto God. For we that are 
men, can but hear what is ſpoken, *ris God only knows what 1s in 
the heart. And when they complain'd that he declar'd them to be 
Hereticks and Innovators in Religion, the Emperor ſaid, that in this 
he did but his Duty, and that it was the part of all Catholick Prea- 
chers. After this, and ſome other trifling Requeſts, the Emperor 
diſmiſs'd them for that time, commanding them to meet together 
and conſult the next day ; and after their breaking up told them, that 
the Biſhops were' there ready, that each of them ſhould draw up the 
Confeſſion of his Faith ; that Athanaſius was there too (for by this 
time he and his Company were come to Axtioch,) and that whoever 
was ignorant, or unſatisfied in the Faith, might learn of him. The 
ITue of the ſeveral Addrefſes and Conferences was, that Exzorns the 
Arian Biſhop of Antioch, who improv'd all his Intereſt to ſettle Lucius 
in the See of Alexandria, loſt his labour, Lucius himſelf was command- 
ed to be gone, and quietly to behave himſelf; Probatius Lord Cham- 
berlain, and the other Eunuchs (who at Exz9ius's Inſtigation had 
ſtickled hard for Lucius and the Ariaz Cauſe) chaſtis'd and punilh'd, 
the Emperor proclaiming, that whoever ſhould dare to undertake 
any ſuch Cauſe againſt Chriſtians, ſhould be ſerv'd in the ſame man- 
ner. After this, Arhanaſivs was honourably diſmiſs'd by the Emperor, 
with great Commendations of his Vertue and the Integrity of Lite, his 
Wiſdom and Prudence, as well as his orthodox Belief. 

III. BUT we muſt not leave Antioch, before we have ſeen what 
became of the Attempts that were made by ſome other Parties at 
that time. The Emperor's ſweet and excellent Temper being known, 
the Principals * of every SeCt flock'd about him, hoping to eſtabliſh 
their particular Intereſts, and to ſappreſs their Adverfaries. Amongſt 
theſe the Macedonian Party appear'd very forward, Baſi! Biſhop of 
Ancyra, Silvanus of Tarſus, Sophroxius of Pompeiopolis and ſome others, 
preſented a Petition in behalf of the Homorouſians, and againſt the 
Anomeans, wherein they ſet forth, that they bleſs'd God for advancin 
his Majeſty to the Roman Empire , defiriag' him either that _ e 

things 
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things might be ratified, which had been concluded in the Synods of 
Ariminum and Seleuciz, and thoſe things cancelPd, which by ſome 
mens Power and Intereſt had been effelted ; or elſe that the breach 
remaining in the Churches as it was before thoſe'Synods, the Biſhops 
from all places might meet together in what place they pleas'd, and 
freely debate things amongſt themſelves, none elſe being admitred 
into their Society-; and that the attempts of any who had a mind to 
aft clandeſtinely, and to impoſe upon others, (as had been done in the 
time of the Emperor Con/tentias) might not be ſuffered to take effe&. 
That they had not themſelves come to Court, leſt their Numbers 
might give offence ; but if commanded, they were moſt ready: to do 
itat their own Charge, The Emperor taking their Petition, gave 
them no other anſwer, but that he hated Contention, but lov'd and 
hononr'd all that were Studious of Peace and Concord. Much about 
the ſame time a Synod was held at Axtioch, wherein the Acacia Party 
tack'd about, and made it appear that they could at any time be of 
the Emperor's Religion, and therefore readily joyn'd with the reſt 
in confirming the Nicene Conſubſtantial DoQrine, which they repre- 
ſented to the Emperor in this following Addreſs. 


To our moſt Pious and Religious Prince Joviax, 
the Auguſt, the Conqueror, the Synod of Di- 
ſhops aſſembled at Antioch out of ſeveral Pro- 


VINCES, 


W* are not ignorant, moſt Pious Emperor, that it is your Majeſties 
chief Care and Study, to promote the Peace and Concord of the 
Church ; nor are we ignorant that you very rightly apprehend. a Form of 
the true orthodox Faith, to be the Foun1ation of this Unity, Therefore 
that we may not ſeem to be of the number of thoſe that corrupt the true 
rine, we acquaint your Picty, that we embrace and firmly maintain 
the Faith heretofore agrced on in the holy Synod of Nice. For the word 
Conſubſtanttal, 1h/chb zo ſome ſeemed new and ſtrange, was cautiouſly ex- 
paunded by thoſe Fathers, ſo as to ſirnifie that the Son is begotten of the 
Subſtance of the Father, and that he is in ſubſtance like unto the Father ; 
ſo as neither any Paſſion may be underſtood to be in that ineffable Generati- 
on, nor the word Subſtance be taken according to the Uſe and Cuſtom of 
the Greeks ; but ſo as to overthrow what Arius preſum'd to aſſert, that 
the Son was made out of nothing. Which alſo the Upſtart Anomaans do 
with 4 greater oral for Impudence affirm, to the rending aſunder the 
Peace and Arreement of the Church, And for this Reaſon we have to this 
our Addreſs annex'd a Copy of the Creed compos'd by the Biſhops in the 
Nicene Council, which we alſo own, and i as follows, We believe in 
one God, the Father Almighty, &c. | 
This Declaration of their Faith was ſubſcrib*b by XVIL. Prelates, 
and by Acacius Biſhop of Ceſare: amongſt the reſt, then whom no man 
had heretofore more vigorouſly oppos'd the Nicene Creed. But he 
knew it ſeems how to ſteer his courſe in all Weathers, and ſoftly to 
comply with what made moſt for his preſent Eaſe and Intereſt, 
B b | IV. WHILE 
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IV. WHILE things paſ'd thus at Antioch, the Anomeen Party 
F Philoſt. 1.7- was not idle at Conſtantinople. Aztins © head of that Seft had con. 
m__n__— ceiv'd great hopes from what Euzoius of Antioch with his Synod of 
5. 519,&. Nine Biſhops had done in his behalf in the Reign of Julian. For at the 
earneſt inſtance of Eudoxius Biſhop of Conſtantinople, he had null 
rhe Sentence of Depoſition paſs'd upon Aetius, and had drawn up a 
Libel in defence of him and his Doctrine. But the change of Afﬀairs 
by the Succeſſion of Jovian to the Crown, and the late Council at 
Antioch that had exprelly condemned the Anomean DoQtrine, had 
broke their Meaſures, and Erzoius thought beſt to proceed no fur. 
ther in that Matter. Whereupon Aetius and Ernnomins, who were at 
this time at Cox/tantinople, conceiv'd it high time to look after their 
own Afairs, andto ſtrengthen and ſecure their Intereſt in all places, 
To which purpole they conſecrated ſeveral new Biſhops of their Set; 
at Conſtantinople they ordaind Poemenius, who dying ſoon after Fl. 
rentius ſucceeded in his room; Thallus at Lesbus, Euphronins for Ga- 
latia and Cappadocia, Julian for Cilicia , Theophilus the Indian was ſent 
to Antioch to perſwade Euzoius to perfeft what he had begun in the 
Cauſe of Aetius, and upon refuſal,, ro take the Charge of that Peo- 
ple upon himſelf. In Egypr and Libya, Serras and his Brethren were 
to adminiſter the Aﬀairs and Intereſts of the Party. Over the 
. Churches of Lydia and Ionia they ſet Candidys and Arianns, whom 
Aetius himſelf accompanied home to give them Poſſeſſion of their 
Charge. But he met with an Oppoſition which he look'd not for. 
For one Theophilus a Biſhop of his own FaCtion, ſet himfelf againſt 
him, and aſtociating with Ph.ebus, and ſeven Biſhops more, met in a 
Synodal Aſſembly, and proteſted againſt him and his Proceedings, 
and wrote Letters to Endoxius, and Maris of Chalcedon, wherein they 
charg'd Aetius his Ordination as irregular and uncanonical, and that 
when he had been degraded from his Deaconſhip, he had without 
the leave and allowance of his Depoſers, invaded the Epiſcopal Office. 
They diſown'd the Ordinations he had given to Candiaus and Arianus, 
and any of the reſt, as Atts done raſhly, and without the common 
Suffrage. The Letter was very wellcome to- Eudoxius, who highly 
reſented Aerins his ordaining a Biſhop: under his own Noſe at Con- 
ſftantinople, and wrote back to Theophilus and his Aﬀeociates, that 
they ſhould go on __—— 1 what they had begun, and proceed 
ſeverely rather againſt 4ez:us and the reſt of the Ordainers,than againft 
thoſe who had been ordained by them, and perhaps he might at that 
time be the more tender in the Caſe of Candides and Arianus, becauſe 
they were near akin to the Emperor Jov/an,and had gone to him while 
he bs yet at Edeſſa, to ſolicit him again(t Athanaſius. But he wile- 
ly concealing his own Opinion, refer'd the Matter to a more publick 
Afﬀembly,which ſoon after met,when he arriv'd at Antioch. Afterwards 
Endoxigs wrote likewiſe to Euzoins to engage him againſt Candiaus 
and Arianus. Buthe rejeted the Motion with ſome Indignation, and 
in his anſwer rebuk'd the Raſhneſs and Confdence of the man, 
and advis'd him to let fall that deſign, calmly putting him in mind 
of his great negleCt in not performing what he had ſolemnly engage 
todo in the behalf of Aetius. This Oppoſition, and the mutual feuds 
of theſe great men gave a notablecheck to the Avomeen Fation, and 
made the Catholick Cauſe, lately eſpous'd by the Council at Antioch, 
run more cleer and ſmooth, SECT, 
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His As from the death of Jovian; with his own death and 
Charatter. 


Yalens i the Eaſt eſpouſes the Arian ſide. 4 miſerable Perſecution here- 

upon rais'd againſt the Catholicks, Warrants particularly iſſued out 
42 ainſt Athanaſius. The People of Alexandria remonſtrate the true 
State of his Caſe. Athanaſius retires, and happily eſcapes the Fury of 
his Perſecutors. The Embaſſy of the Alexandrians to Court in his be- 
half, The quiet that enſued upon it, while the Perſecution rag*d in all 
other places. His Interpoſals in the Afairs of ferregs Churches, His 
aſſiſting Balil to compoſe the Diſtr ations in the Church of Antioch, His 
Age, Death, and Succeſſor. The Oppoſition made by the Arians againſt 
Peter his Succeſſor, and the heavy Perſecution that commend there- 
»pon at Alexandria, His admirable Charafter drawn by Nazianzen. 
His natural Parts, and acquired learning what. His great accuracy 
in Theologick Studies: Charg'd with shill in Magick, and why. His 
fiyle and way of writing highly commended. His Writings juſtly held 
in great Eſteem, His Works diſtinguiſh*d into Dottrinal, Polemical, 
and Hiſtorical. A general account of each. Spurious Books fathered 
upon him. His writings enumerated. 


I. HINGS thus happily proceeded, when theſe hopeful be- 
[ ginnings of the Churches Proſperity were check'd by Jo- 
vian's ſudden and unexpeCted death, after he had reign'd 

not above eight Months. To him ſucceeded Yalextinian, - a ſweet 
and good natur'd Prince, and a great Patron of the Catholick Cauſe, 
who choſe rhe Weſt for the Seat of his Empire, a(Ggning the Eff 
to his Brother Ya/exs, whom he aſſum*d to be his Collegue in the 
Government, one of ſomewhat a more rough and intraQtable Temper, 
who: being baptiz'd by Eudoxius Biſhop of Conſtantinople, in order to 
his more proſperous Expedition againſt the Gorhs, ſoon after declar*d 
himſelf in favour of the A4rians. They were not to be taught how 
to improve the Advantage of having the imperial Authority on their 
ſide. Edits * were hercupon ſent to the Governors of Provinces, 
that the Biſhops who in the time of Conſtartius had been baniſh'd, 
and reſtor'd by Julian, ſhould be again expell'd their Churches, Ya- 
lens hoping hereby to decline the Envy of the FaCt, by inſinuating that 
he did but revive the Law of his Predeceſſor. We may be ſure that 
Athanaſius was not without his ſhare in the common Calamity, nay a 
more particular regard was had of him, very ſevere both pecuniary 
and corporal MulCts being threatned to all Officers from the higheſt 
to the loweſt, if they did not herein faithfully and diligently execute 
their Warrants. But the People of A/exanaria began to remonſtrate, 
Intreating the Governour that he would not raſhly force away theit 
Biſhop, that he would more conſiderately weigh the Tenor of the 
Imperial Letters, which were direQed only againſt ſuch as being 
Bb 2 baniſh'd 
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baniſh'd by Coſtantius, had been recalld by Julian ; that Athanaſins 
was not within this compaſs, that he had indeed fled under Conſtax- 
tins, but that he was by him recalPd and-reſtor'd to his See, and that 
when Julian reſtord ail the reſt, he was the only Perſon whom he 
perſecuted, but that Jovian had again recall'd him. All would nor 
fatisfie, the Governor perſiſted immovable in his Reſolution, which 
the Multitude ſeeing, made Head, and reſolv'd to detend him from 
Force and Violence. And now all things openly tended to edition, 
the People threatning to burn the Corn-ſhips that tranſported Giain 
from Alexandria, and to et fire to the publick Buildings, to prevent 
which, the Governor prudently let' the thing reſt at preſent, till he 
could give the Emperor an account of it. So that rhe Storm ſeem?d 
to be wholly laid; but Athanaſius fore-ſeeing what was like ro happen, 


'and fearing to be accus'd as the Author of a Rebellion, privately in 


the Evening retir'd out of the City, and that he might be the more 
unſuſpe&ed, conceal'd himſelf in a Monument belonging to his Fa- 
mily, where he lay hid for the ſpace of four Months. And 'twas a 
ſeaſonable retirement. For that very night he withdrew, the Co. 
vernor attended with the Commander of the Forces, came to the 
Church, whereto adjoyn'd 4thanaſins's Houſe, hoping that the Peo- 
ple being all aſleep, they might eaſily apprehend him without any 
Tumult ; they narrowly ſearch'd all Places, ranſacking the very | 
Garrets and top of the Houſe, but finding him not, returned. © The 
Governor at this time was Tatiaz®, a Perſon of great Cruelty 
and Inhumanity, whom the divine Vengeance not long after over- 
took. For being diveſted both of his Preferments and Eſtate, he 
was forc'd to beg his Bread, and being ſtruck blind, led a diſgraceful 
and uncomfortable Life, his Statues alſo 1n all parts of the City being 
{moak'dand black'd, were every where expos'd tocontempt and ſcorn, 

But to proceed. | 
IL THE Alexaxdrians not knowing what Repreſentation the Go- 
vernor might make, did themſelves ſend an Embaſſy » to the Em- 
peror, earneſtly beſeeching him that for Peace-ſake Lucius the Arian 
Biſhop might be tranſlated to Antioch or ſome other place, and that 
Athanaſins might be permitted quietly to poſſeſs his See. The Em- 
peror either out of _— to the great Fame and Reputation of the 
man, (for whom the World had ſo juſt a Reverence and Veneration) 
and eſpecially fearing to provoke his Brother Yalentinian,. or elle 
apprehending the ill Conſequences of a Rebellion jn Egypt (where 
he knew Athanaſius had ſo numerous a Party, and where the People 
were ſo naturally diſpos'd to Seditions and Tumults) if things were 
carried with too {tiff a hand, yielded to their Requeſt, and gave him 
leave to return. To which the wiſer Heads of the A4riaz FaQtion 
were not unwilling, foreſeeing that if 4rhanaſius were baniſh'd, he 
would in probability make his Addreſs at Court, where upon a juſt 
Repreſentation of Aﬀairs, he might undeceive and bring over YValens, 
eſpecially having the Emperor Ya/entinianx to befriend him. But 
whatever the Cauſe was, the Effe&t was happy, the good man by 
this means enjoying henceforward a calm and ſerene Seaſon, while 
the Storm * raged in the neighbor Churches round about him : ſome 
were impeach'd with falſe Accuſations, and drawn before the Counts 
of Judicature, others ſcourg'd and beaten, ſome impriſon'd, — 
j- , 
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fin'd, or their Eſtates confilcated, and when for the redreſs of theſe 
intolerable Grievanees, LXXX. Ecclefiaſtick Perſons were appointed 
to carry a Petition to the Emperor, then at Nicemedia, upon the de- 
livery of it,the Emperor who was highly enrag'd,but yet difſembled his 
Reſentment, gave order to the Governor to put all theſe Perfons 
aboard a Ship, under pretence of tranſporting them into Baniſhment, 
which was done accordingly, and the Ship being out at main Sea, 
the Mariners according to their Inſtructions got into the Boat, and 
ſer the Ship on fire, whereby all thoſe fourſcore innocent Perſons mi- 
ſerably periſh'd. All this while Athanaſius lat quiet and ſecure at 
home, and was at leiſure by his Councils and Intereſt to aflilt his 
Friends in foreign Parts. He had been lately call'd upon by S. Baſil y 
to interpoſe his Influence and Authority for compoling the DiſtraQi- 
ons at Aztioch, and other Churches of the Eaff, as being a Perſon 
whoſe Prudence and Piety, whoſe Age and Experience, and whoſe 
many Sufferings for the Faith rendred him the fitteſt Perſon to under- 
take ſuch a Work ; that therefore he ſhould do well to improve his 
Intereſt with Heaven by Prayers for them, ſend Legares to the Bi- 
ſhops of the We/t, to give them an account of the calamitous Stare 
of the Eaſtern Churches ; and afterwards orhers into the Ea/#, where 
there was the greateſt Danger, and moſt immediate neceſſity of his 
aſſiſtance. And by his next Letter *, wherein he again preſles the 
ſame thing, it appears he had ſome expettation of Arhanaſivs his 
coming into thoſe Parts, and enjoying the Company (as he calls it) 
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of that truly great and Apoſtolick Soul. But Age, and the multitude - 


of his Aﬀairs at home, would not ſuffer him to undertake fo great a 
Journey, however not to be wanting in what he might, beſides 
others, he ſent Peter © a Presbyter of his Church, as his Deputy and 
Vice-gerent, who travelled earneſtly in thoſe Matters, till he had 
brought them to a tolerable Compoſure and Agreement. After which 
S. Baſil diſpatch*'d Dorotheus Meletins's Deacon at Antioch to Athana- 
ſus for his further. Advice and Council, - intreating him to write ro 
the Biſhop of Roe, that ſince a general Synod could not be had about 
this Aﬀair, he would ſend his Opinion about it, and depute ſome fit 
Perſons to come into the Eaſt, (who might have an ealie and private 
Paſſage by Sea, Perſons furniſh'd with Prudence and Meckneſs, who 
might allay the Heats, and bring with them the Acts of the Synod 
at Ariminum, and reſcind thoſe things which had by force and vio- 
lence been enaQted in that Synod ; and withall *twas very much de- 
fir'd both by himſelf and __ that they ſhould come impowered to 
condemn the Hereſie of Marcellas, which ftill ſpread it felf, and 
whereof he had his Books by him, evidences beyond all diſpute ; and 
this the rather neceſſary for them to do, becauſe in all their Letters 
directed into thoſe Parts, they had ſufficiently cenſur'd and anathe- 
matiz'd 4rius, but in the mean time had taken no notice of Mzrcellas, 
who had brought in a quite contrary, but perhaps no Iefs impious 
and dangerous Error. That Athanaſius complied with this requeſt, 
we need riot doubt, for we find the Wefern Prelates > by Letters 
Meſſages, comforting them under their Sufferings, and. exprefhng a 
great Sympathy and Commiſeration towards them. Nor was Arh- 
naſius wanting in perſonal kindneſſes towards S. Baſil, writing © in his 
behalf, when the Monks of his Diocels fell out and qu "—_ 
im, 
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him, reproving their raſhneſs arid inſolence in niutinying againſt ſ@ 
great a Perſon, whom he ſtyles the Glory of the Church, and tells chem 
they had cauſe to bleſs God, that had given ſuch a Biſhop to Cappa. 

docia, whom every Province would be glad of. | 
ITI. 4THANASIUS being thus full of dayes, and broken 
with infinite labours and hardſhips, departed this life in a good old 
Age, Gratian the ſecond time and Probas being Conſuls /layes the 
Church-Hiſtorian 4) that is Azz. Chr. CCCLXXI., The year after 
ſayes Baronius*, and moſt of the Moderns. But Proterius one of his 
Succeflors in that See tells us in his Letter f to Pope Leo about the 
Paſchal Cycle [if for Anaſtaſius we are there, as no doubt we are, to 
read Athanaſius ) that ' he was yet alive March XXIV. Azz. Chr, 
CCCLXXIIIL or according to his way of Computation in the 
LXXXIX7h. year of the Diocletian Ara. He died January the XVIILh, 
ſayes an Anonymous Author s , on the IT. of May according to the 
Calendar of the Greek and Latin Church, on the ſeventh of that 
Month, fayes the Author of the Excerpta Chronologica * publith'd by 
Scaliger, in the XLVIt*. or XLVIIt". year of his Epiſcopal Office. 
Being ask*d i before his death, concerning a Succeſſor, he nominated 
Peter, the ſame no doubt whom he had lately ſent to S. Baſil into 
the Eaft, and who had been the conſtant Companion of his Labours 
and Sufferings, to whom he gave many grave and wiſe DireCtions, 
how to behave himſelf in thoſe troubleſome Times. A Perſon {6 
venerable for his great Parts and Piety, his known Zeal and Reſoluti- 
on for the Truth, that Theodoſins the Emperor made him one of the 
two Standards of Catholick Do&rine, from whom all Perſons in 
that Caſe ſhould take their Meaſures, as appears from a Law * he 
made for reducing the People to the Catholick Faith, wherein alſo 
he ſtyles him a man of Apoſtolick Santtity. The People rejoyc'd 
greatly at the Deſignation of ſo excellent a Perſon, and the EleCtion 
was conſummated by the Vote and Hands of the neighbor-Biſhops. 
The News of A4thanaſius*s death ſoon flew to the Court at Axrioch, 
when Exzoius Biſhop of that place having procur'd the Imperial 
Warrants, and attended by Maz»us Lord-Treaſurer, haſt'ned immedi- 
ately to Alexandria, where joyning with Paladins the Governor, a 
bitter and implacable Enemy to Chriſtianity, they violently broke 
in upon the Church, and rais'd a Perſecution not inferior in prophane- 
neſs, and the moſt horrid Impieties, in Cruelty, and the moſt ſavage 
Barbarities to any that had been before ir, thoſe of the Heathen Ages 
not excepted. Perey they ſeiz'd, and caſt into Priſon, and advanc'd 
Lucius the Arian (that ſecond Plague of Egypt, Traitor to the Truth, 
that Paſtor of Wolves, the Thief that climbs over the Fold, the ſe- 
cond Arius, a Current fuller than its pernicious Fountain, as Naz:- 
anzen ' ſtyles him) to the Epiſcopal Throne, delivering the Churches 
into his hand, and giving him Power to do whatever might make for 
the Intereſt of his Cauſe, Peter eſcaping out of Priſon, took Ship- 
ping and went to Rowe, where he was kindly receivd, and where 
he expeQted a more favourable Sgaſon ; whence after ſome time be- 
ing effeQually recommended by Pope Damaſus's Letters, he return'd 
home, recovered his See, and drove out Lncivs, who fled to Conſtan- 
tinople ; but the Emperor at that time being taken up with the Inun- 
dation of the barbarous Nations on the one hand, and frighted n 
rac 
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the Rebellion of his own People at home, that threat'ned him ori the 
other, was not at leaſure to aſſiſt him. | 
IV. THUS have we brought the great Arhanaſins to his Grave, 
the moſt conſiderable man of the Church in his time. Take his Cha- 
rafter from one of the moſt elegant Pens ® of that Age. © He was 


m Naziane #1 


Encom. Atbarn, 


(firh he) © as humble in his mind, as he was ſublime in his life, a 0;ae. xX1. 
« 4 man of an inimitable Vertue, and yet withall ſo courteous, that ?. 372 


« any might freely Addreſs to him, meek, gentle, compaſſionate, 
« amiable in his Diſcourſe, but much more ſo 1n his Life, of an An- 
« gelical look, but much more of an angelick Temper and Diſpoſi- 
« tion, mild in his Reproofs, and inſtructive in his Commendat1ons, 
« jn both which he obſerv'd ſuch even Meaſures, that his reproof 
« ſpake the kindneſs of a Father, and his Commendation the Autho- 
« rity of a Maſter, ſo that neither was his — over tender, 
« nor his Severity auſtere, but the one ſfavour'd of Gentleneſs and Mo- 
« deration, the other of Prudence, and both the Effe& of true Wiſ- 
« dom and Philoſophy. He was one that . ſo governd himſelf, that 
« his Life ſupplied the place of Sermons, and his Sermons prevented 
« his Corrections; much leſs need had he to cut or lance, where he 
« did but once ſhake his Rod, In him all Ranks and Orders might 
« find ſomething to admire, ſomething particular for their Imitation : 
« One might commend his unwearied Conſtancy in Faſting and 
« Prayers, another his vigorous and inceſſant perfevering in Watch- 
« ings and Praiſes; a third, his admirable Care and ProteQton of the 
« Poor; a fourth, his reſolute Oppoſition of the Proud, or his Con- 
« deſcention to the Humble. The Virgins may celebrate him as their 
« Bride-man, the Married as their Governor, the Hermits as their 
4 Monitor, the Ccenobites as their Law-giver, the Simple as their 
« Guide, the Contemplative as a Divine, the Merry as a Bridle, the 
« Miſerable as a Comforter, the Aged as a Staff, the Youth as a Tu- 
« tor, the Poo as a BenefaQtor, and the Rich asa Steward. He was 
« 2 Patron to the Widows, a Father to Orphans, a Friend to the Poor, 
« 2 Harbor to Strangers, a Brother to Brethren, a Phyſician to the 
« Sick, a Keeper of the Healthful, one who became all things to all 
« men, that if not all, he might at leaſt 2ain the more. With reſpect 
*to his Predecefſors ® in that See, he equall'd ſome, came near 
* others, and exceeded others; in ſome he imitated their Diſcourſes, 
« in others their Actions, the Meekneſs of ſome, the Zeal of others, 
© the Patience and Conftancy of the reſt, borrowing many PerfeQi- 
« ons from ſome, and all from others, and ſo making up a compleat 
© Repreſentation of Vertue, like skillful Limners, who to make the 
« Piece abſolute, do firlt from ſeveral Perſons draw the ſeveral Per- 
« feQtions of Beauty within the Idza of their own Minds. So he, in- 
* fomuch that in Prafice he ont-did the Eloquent, and in his Diſ- 
* courſes out-went thoſe who were moſt vers'd in Practice; or if you 
* will, in his Diſcourſes he excelPd the Eloquent, and in his PraQtice 
« thoſe that were moſt us'd to bufineſs, and for thoſe that had made 
* but an ordinary advance in either, he was far Superior to them, as 
* being eminent bur in one kind ; and for thoſe who were Maſters in 
* the other, heout-did them, in that he excelPd in both.. This and 
much more has that incomparable Father, who fayes in the beginning 
o: that Excomiaſtick, that to commend Athanaſize , was the _ 
thing 
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* 1hid. p. 397- thing as to commend Vertue it felf, that the Courſe ® of his Life 

was accounted the Standard of the Epiſcopal Function, and his Do- 

e 14. Orat. Qtrine the Rule of Orthodoxy ; that he was ? the moſt holy Eye and 

XA þ- 417- Light of the World, the Aelhiepilhopal Biſhop, the Pillar of the 

aith, and a ſecond John the Bapriſt. The truth 1s, he was a man of 

real and unfeigned Piety, of an impregnable Courage, which no Dan- 

gers or Troubles could daunt, of a moſt attive and unconquerable 

Zeal for the Catholick Faith, in the defence whereof«he held up the 

Bucklers, when the united ſtrength almoſt of the whole World be. 

ſides prefs*d upon him, and which never flagg'd under ſo many yearg 

potent Oppoſition, and ſo many and ſuch barbarous Hardſhips as were 

heap'd upon him. He overcame every thing by a mighty Patience, 

and recommended his Cauſe by the meekneſs of his Sufterings, he 

was mis i muivony aNugs, -ois 6 neon, vo! UL) inks (as the fore-cited 

* Orat, XX. Father fayes 4 of him) an Adamant to his Perſecutors, and a Load-ſtoye 

PS to Diſſenters, the one found him incapable of Impreſſions, no more 

apt to yield than a Rock of Marble, the other by a ſingular meekneſ, 

and a generous Patience he drew over to himſelf, or where not that, 

he drew them at leaſt to. a ſecret Reverence and Veneration of him, 

* conmonit, He was in ſhort, what Vincent * of Lyire truly ſayes of him, « moſt 
_ faithful Teacher, and a moſt eminent Confeſſor. 

V. HIS natural Parts were acute and brisk, his Reaſonings quick 
and ſmart, his Judgment ſtaid and ſolid, all which, had they been 
improv'd with equal Advantages of Education, were capable to have 
rend”red him one of the moſt learned Perſons the Church ever had. 
Bur his juvenile Efforts and Re-ſearches were ſoon diverted to more 


grave and ſevere Studies, which made himleſs eminent in the politer 
Parts of ſecular Learning, for the want whereof he is cenfur'd by 
Philoſtorgins. He was taken, when but a Youth, into the Service 
of a Sage Reverend Prelate, under whom he engag'd betimes in 
Theological Speculations, and nice Diſputes about the moſt ſublime 
Articles of I liv'd all his time in a Crowd and Buſle, and was 


excrciſed with little elſe beſides Crofles and Controverlies to his dy- 
* abi ſur. ing day. © Thus Nazianzen © Apologizes for him, that he was in- 
þ- 376: « ftructed early in divine. Studies, and did bur juſt ſalute Philoſophy 
* and the Arts, that he might not ſeem altogether a Stranger to 
< them, nor to be ignorant of thoſe things, which he did not think 
& worth his more ſerious Care. For he was not willing that the no- 
* ble and generous Efforts of his mind ſhould be ſtifled and ſwallowed 
© upin ſuch vain Re-ſearches ; he applied himſelf ro the Meditation 
* of the Old and New Teſtament, becoming a greater Maſter in both, 
© than any other was in one ; rhence he enrichd his Notions, thence 
© he adorn'd the brightneſs of his Converſation, both which he ad- 
« mirably conneQted as a Golden Chain, Indeed his Maſter-piece 
lay in the Studies of Theology, and Church-learning, wherein he 
t Lib.2. 6.17. Was In a manner (ayes S»zomen ©) tx viv aumiirxlO., ſelf. inſtruted 
a from a Child, and which his conrinual Conflicts with the Arias , 
and other Hereticks of that: Age forc'd him to beat out to the utmoſt 
Accuracy and PerfeQtion, He was a profound Divine, an excellent 
Preacher, a prudent Governor, furniſh'd with all the Graces neceſſa- 
ry to that Office. Nor was he unvers'd in the Paths of foreign and 


external Learning, beſides thoſe of Humanity, he was well read = 
| the 
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the Laws of the Roman Empire, whence Severus 4 _ him Juris * S. RP. 1.2, 


conſultum, one skilltul in the Laws. He was accus'd likewiſe (fayes * 4% 


the Heathen Hiſtorian * ) to be exattly skilld in Aﬀtrology and Magick, » t. M:rc2. 
that he underſtood the Sorres Fatidice, and the augural Portent of © 57: 1453+ 
the flight of Birds, and had ſometimes foretold things to come. 

Which however improv*'d by the Arians and Heathers into a formal 

Charge, ſeems to have had no wiſer a Foundation than this occaſion. 

Paſſing * on a time through the Streets, a Raven chanc'd to fly croak- * 5:..4.c.1c, 
ing over his head: the Gerti/es that ſtood by, asKk'd him in ſcorn, what ?: 545- 
was the Raven ſaid. He ſmiling, and alluding to the noiſe of the 

Bird, anſwered, it cried Cras, which in the Roman Language figni- 

fed tomorrow, and thereby portended, that to morrow would be 

no very acceptable day to them, for that the Emperor would thence- 

forth prohibit them to celebrate their Pagan Feſtivals. Which how- 

ever {lighted by them, accordingly came to paſs; for the next day 

Letters came from the Emperor to the Magiſtrates, commanding 

them to forbid the Gez//es to reſort to their Temples, and to abſtain 

from the cuſtomary Rites and Solemnities of their Worſhip. ly” 

VI. HIS ſtyle and way of Writing * is every where, but eſpe- * 74. Ph. 
cially in his Epiſtles and Apologeticks, very clear and perſpicuous, © XXX 
grave and- chaſt, compt and eloquent, acute and per bates, and CXXXIX. 
admirably adapted to the SubjeCt that he undertakes. He frequently ©X+- #315: 
uſes Logical Arguments and Ratiocinations, not barely propounded, 
and ſtrictly tying himſelf to terms of Art (as young Scholars do that 
vainly diſpute for Glory) but like a wiſe and generous Philoſopher, 
duly forming and dreſſing up the Conceptions of his own mind; As 
occaſion requires, he is wont to confirm his Argument with frequent 
Teſtimonies and Demonſtrations deriv'd our of the holy Scriptures, 
eſpecially in ſuch Points as are of pure Revelation. Compar'd 
with other Writers, he is not (if we may truſt Eraſ-vs his Judg- 
ment?) harſh and rugged like Tertullian, aftefted like S. Je-' v profit. in 
70m, not operoſe and Jiicule, which 1s the fault of S. Hilary, not 4% £248. 4 


. mu . : . | Sp. S. &.in 
full of turnings and windings like S. Avgn/tive and S. Chryſoftow, he Wig in rs 


lavoars not of 1/ocrates his numbers, or Lyſizs his elaborate Compoſi- 88. col. 18717 | 


tions, like S. Grezory of Nazianzum, but 1s wholly taken up in ex- 
plaining the Matter he has in hand, being cleer,. quick, ſober, and 
intent upon his Argument. His works were ever held in great Eſti- 
mation ; when thou meeteſt with any IraF of Athanaſius (laid Abbat 
Coſmas to the Author of the Pratum Spirituale * ) and haſt no Paper *p11.$1.c.40 
at hand to tranſcribe it, rather than fail, write it upon thy Coat. Several P'iots.Prer. 
of his Writings are loſt, thoſe yet extant are either Doftrinal, Pole- © 7771079: 
mical, or Hiſtorical. His Do#rinal Tradts are moſtwhat ſpent in 
laying down, explicating and aſſerting the main DoArines and Prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian Faith; ſuch are his Expoſitio Fidei, Reſponſum 
ad Liberium, his Homilies de Semente, and de Sabbato > Circumciſiozs, 
&c. His Polemick Pieces are levelld either againſt Heathens or He- 
reticks ; againſt the former he Diſputes rationally and wittily in his 
two Books againſt the Gertiles, the latter whereof, though it has 
been thought to be loſt, yet 'tis plain *tis no other than his aoyG. =&; 
7 erdpÞ eamnozus 13 Noyy, bis Diſcourſe concerning the Incarnation of 
the Word, as is beyond all diſpute evident at fir light from the be- 
ginning of it, where he tells us, that having in the former Tra& 
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ſuccin&ly though ſufficiently treated of the Idolatry and Superſtition 
of the Gentiles, and its Original in the World ; and having ſpoken 
ſomething of the Divingty of the Word of God, and his univerſal 
Power and Providence, as by whom God the Father creates, governs, 
and diſpoſes all things ; he would now, according to his method, pro. 
ceed to treat of the Incarnation of the Word, and his Divine comi 
in the Fleſh, againſt the Calumnies of the Jews on the one hand, an 
the Deriſion of the Gentiles on the other. But his main canflit wag 
not with open Enemies, but ſecret depravers. of the Chriftian Do- 
Arine, and though as they come in his way, he ſpares no ſort of 
Hereticks, confuting the Marcionites, Valentinians, Samoſateniapns, 
Sabellians, Manichees, &c. yet he principally direQs his Forces againſt 
the 4rians, whom at every turn he beats out of all their "Þ 
and this he has eſpecially done in his five 0r4tio»s againſt the men of 
that Se&, a Book which Phetixs * thinks to be alone ſufficiert to 
overturn the whole Foundation of Ariazi/ſmr, fo clearly, fo fully hay 
he manag'd the Controverſie in thoſe Diſcourſes; a Magazene out of 
which *tis thought S. Baſil and S. Gregory the Divine borrowed their 
beſt Weapons to reliſt and refell the rs of that fubtle and daring 
Hereſfie. In his Hiſtorical TraQts, (in which number we muſt com- 
prehend his Apologetical Diſcourſes, moſt-what filld with Matters 
of Fatt, and wherein he more particularly ſtretches forth all the 
Nerves of his Wit and Eloquence) he gives us a cleer and diſtin& 
account of the moſt material Tranſattions of his : and for which 
alone we can never pay a ſufficient Tribute of thanktulneſs to his Me. 
mory, who otherwiſe had been left miſerably in the dark, there he- 
ing in his Writings far more, and far better accounts of the State of 
thoſe times, than in all other Writers put together, indeed little in 
others, but what is borrowed from him, what commonly fares 
worſe by falling into other hands. Nor has he efcap'd the Fate of 
all wiſe and excellent Writers, to be abus'd by others. For beſides 
that Hereticks made bold ſometimes to corrupt his Writings (an in- 
ſtance whereof Rufinus * tells us, he knew in his time) others pre- 
ſum'd to gain Credit and Authority to their Writings, by thrufting 
them out under his name. The firſt I find charg'd © in this kind, be+ 
ing the Neſtorian and Exixchian Monks. of Paleftize, who fathered 
ſeveral of Apoliinarss pieces upon him. And the Example was fol- 
lowed by after- who have laid a numerous Baſtard-iſſue at his 
door, and ſome of them fooliſh and trifling, and akogether unworthy 
ſo great a name. Of all which, both genuine ſpurious, for 4 
Concluſien we here preſcat the Reader the following Index. 
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His Writings. 


Genuine. 


Oratio contra Gentes. | 

Oratio de incarnatione Verbi. 

Contre Arianos Diſputationes ſeu 
| Orationes V, 

Is ilud DifFum; Omnia tradita 
ſunt mihi a Patrez &c. 

Ad Adelphium Epiſc. contr, Arianos 
Epiſtola. 

Epiſtola ad Maximum Philoſophum 
de Drvinitate Chriſti. 

Epiſtola ad Serapionem adv. eos, qui 
dicunt filium creaturam eſſe. 

— 44 eund. adv. eos, qui dicunt Spt- 
ritum S. eſſe creaturam. 

Expoſitio Fidei. 

Reſponſum ad Liberii Epiſtolamygcum 

iſtola Liberit, 

E 32. ad Tovianum de Fide; 
piſtols de Synodi Nicen contra 
Hereſim Arianam decyetis. 

Eviſftola de Sententia Dionyſii Alex- 
and. adv; Arianos. 

Ad Fratres Orthodoxos Epiſtola Ca- 
tholica. 

Refutatio Hypocriſcos Meletii, En- 
ſcbii, &- Pauli Samoſat. a6 78 
092712. 

Epiſtola ad Antiochenos. 

Epiſtol: ad Epittetum Epiſc.Corinth. 
adv. Hereticos. 

De incarnatione verbi Dei adv. Pau- 
lum Samoſat. 

De humana natura ſuſcepta, & con- 
tra Arianos. 

De incarnatione Domini contra &- 
pollinarium; 

Oratio de adventu Chriſti adv, eun- 
dem, 

Oratio contra gregales Sabellii, 

Oratio, quod urns fit Chriſt us, 

Epiſtola ad Serapionem de morte 

. Arit, 

Apologia ad Lzperatorens C onſt anti: 
PL 


Apologia ac fu24 [aa. 


Apologia II. | 
Epiſtola ad Omnes ubique ſolitariam 
. Vitam Agentes. 

Populi Alexandrini proteſtatio: 

Epiſtola de Synodis Arimini & Se- 
leutie. 

Epiſtola ad Africanos adv. Arianos. 

Epiſtola ad omnes ubique Orthodoxos. 

Epiſtols ad Joannem & Antiochum, 

Epiſtola ad Palladium. 

Epiſtola ad Dracontium. 

Ad Marcellinum de interpretatione 
[ ſen Titulis ] Pſalmorum. 

De Sabbatis & Circumciſion. 

In illud, Quicunquedixetit verbum 
contra filium, &c. 

Is illud, ProfeQti in Pagum, &c. 

De virginitate. 

Flomilia de Semente; 

Oratio contra omnes Hereſes. 

Oratio in Aſſumptionem Domini. 

Oratio de Melchiſedech. 

Epiſtola ad Serapionem de Spirits S; 

Ad ennd.de Spiritu S. Epiſtola altera. 

Contra Arianos aoy@« ovymuOc. 

Libellus precum, ſeu colloquia varia 
Arianorum cum Toviano Imper, 
Antiochie habita. 

De incarnatione verbi Dez. 

Reſponſum ad Epiſtolam TJoviant , 
cum Imperatoris Epiſtola. 

Epiſtola ad Ammun Monachum: 

Epiſtole XNXIX"® Feſtalis Frag- 
mentum. 

Epiſtola ad Rufinianum. 

Ad Luciferum Calaritanum Epiſtole 
due, Lat. 

Fraoments Commentariorum it 


Pſalmos. 
Doubtful. 


Synopſis S. Scripture: 

Teſt imonia ex SBeriptura de com- 
muni eſſentia Patris, Filii,c+ Spi- 
ritts &. 

Sermo in paſſionem CF orncemDomini, 

Vita D. Antonii, prout extat hodie, 

Cc 2 SUp- 


KL 


ATHANASIUS. 
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Suppolititious. 
Diſputatio contra Arium in Synodo 


Nicena. 

De ſanitiſſima Deipara Virgine. 

Symbolam Athanaſii. 

Tratatus de Definitionibus. 

De S. Trinitate Dialogi V. 

Dialog inter Orthodoxum & Ma- 
cedonianum, continens XX. Capi- 

. tula. 

Rueſtiones CXXXV, ad Antiochum. 

Ditta & Interpretationes parabola- 
rum. Evangelii, Queſt. CXXXIII 

Queſtiones obs XX, 

2g cum Ario Laodicee 

abite. Lat. | 

De unite Deitate Trinitatis ad The- 
ophilum Lib. VII. Lat. | 

Ad Monachos exhortatio. Lat. 

Epiftola ad Marcum Papam, cum 


Reſcripto Marci, Lat. 


De paſſione imaginis D. N. I. Chriſti 
crucifixa in Beryto. 

Declaratio Lewetici. 

Homilie VII. ab Holſtenio Latine 
Eaite. 

E —_ IT.de Incarnatione wey- 

i. ext. Lat. in Biblioth, Py. 

Tom. XI. p. 3. 

Orationes IV. in Anchiurio Gr. |, i 
Combef. edit. Tom. 1. 

$. Syncletice vita, Lat. ap. Bolland, 
ad Januar. V. 


Not Extant. 


Commentarii in Eccleſiaften. 
Comment. in Cantica Canticorum. 
Contra Valentem & Urſacium Lib. 


HAKS, - 


| Epiftole sopragza. 


Epiſtole aliz plnres. 


The End of S. Athanaſius's Life. 
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The eminent place of his Nativity, Hic' Education in the Gentile Reks- 
gion; and by what Methods converted to Chriſtianity, His Baptiſm. 
His mared Life. Marriage not then thought inconſiftent with the 

Pattoral 
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Paſtoral or 7 my Office. His ſingular Piety, and concerument fay 
Religion, while yet 4 Laick. Advanc'd to the Ste of Poitiers, ax4 
when. His ignorance of the Controverſies about the Nicene Faith after 
he was Biſhop. He ſets himſelf to oppoſe the groxing Power of Aria- 
niſm iz the Weſt. His remonſtrance to Conſtantius concerning the 
State of the Catholick Party, and his impartial dealing with that Em- 
peror, Conſtantius his Edit? in favour of Biſbops. His abſtaining 
from all Commmunion with the Favourers of the Arian Party ; and de- 
refting the Impiety of that Cauſe in a Diſconrſe preſented to the Synod 
at Arles. An Order direed to Julian for his Ban:ſhment into Phry- 
gia, His imployment during the time of his Exile. H's writing the 
XII. Books de Trinitate. His frequent Advices ſent to the Biſhops 
in France. His Letter to his Daughter Abra, to engage her to a f 
gle Life. The Letter now extant of ſuſpefted Credit. His Bock de 
Synodis, written to give the Gallican Biſhops an account of what late 
Confeſſions of. Faith had paſs'd in the Eaſt. His being ſummon'd to 
the Council at Seleucia, and what hap*ned in his paſſage thither. He 
windicates the Churches of France from the Imputation of Sabellianiſm, 
charg*d upon them by the Arians. His defence of the opuguotoy in the 
Synod. The Blaſphemy of the Anomxans, and the Hypocriſie of their 
Principles. Hilary's Petition to the Emperor, His Oration to him 
in Vindication of the Catholick Cauſe. His bold Libel diretted to Con- 
ſtantius, publiſhd after the Emperor's death, His releaſe from Ba- 
niſhment, and return hom:wards. S. Martin one of his Scholars, his 
courſe of Life, and intimate Familiarity with S. Hilary. The State of 
his Charch at his return. The great influence of his ſudement, in de- 
ter;nining that the penitent Biſhops were to be admitted to Communion; 
A Synodical anſwer to the Eaſtern Biſhops, diſcovering the Artifices of 
the Ariaris. Saturninus of Arles excommunicated, A Book of S. Hi- 
lary's corrupted, and the fraud detected. His Journey to Milan to ex- 
poſe Auxentius. The Cauſe referred and. heard, but judgment over- 
ruld. His Death and Burial. The diſ-intombing and burning his 
Bones, falſ+ly ch1rg*d mpon the Hugonots. His Miracles and Fame 
after death, His incomparable Piety, Xgal, and Courage. His learn- 
ing ; his Style ; what contributed to the obſcurity of it. What he bor- 
rod from the Greeks. Abatements to be made for his odd Opinions. 


Flis Works Genaine and Spurious. 


—— 


© Bier.Prefat, —\T. HIL ART wasborn at Poidiers *1n Fraxce, an- 
il. 2. con-in ICED) ciently calld Arguſtoritum, a prime City in the Pro- 
Vir. Faris, 3: I98S\ Eb vince of Aquitania Secunda, and at this day next in 
S, Hil, in init. || A = extent to Paris, an Epiſcopal See, and an Univer- 
ſity, renowned for the Stady of the Civil Law. His 

Parents (whoſe names Antiquity has concealPd from 

us) were Perſons of conſiderable Rank and Quality, 

and who accordingly gave him a liberal and generous Education , 

evidently ſeen in the Learning and Eloquence, that rendred him 

famous through the Chriſtian World. He ſeems to have been bred 

up in the Religion of the Geztiles, and to have been brought over to 
Chriſtianity by the trueſt and moſt rational Methods of Conviction, 

> De Trinit. For heitells ® us, that having ſeriouſly conſidered the Folly and Va- 


be p26 pity of Pagan Idolatry, he began to think with himſelf, that _ _ 
| ellors 
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feſſors of this could never be competent Tutors and Guides to truth, 
Whereupon he ſet himſelf to contemplate theviſible Frame of things, 
and to conclude that-the ſame Power that niade, muſt preſerve and 
ſteer all things, that in an almighty and incorruptible Being, there 
could be,no Sexes, no ſucceſſive Generations, that the Author of all 
could have nothing without hiraſelf, and that Omnipotericy and Eter- 
nity were neceflary and incommunicable PerfeQions of the divine 
Nature, incapable of agreeing to = more than one. While he was 
engag'd in theſe and ſuch-like RefleQions, he met with the Books 
of the Old Teſtament, wherein he was greatly ſurpriz'd with that 
ſhort, but comprehenſive account of God, J am that J atn. This 
ut him upon further reſearches, and he was infinitely delighted with 
bis Speculations concerning the Nature and PerfeCtions of God, to 
ſue the knowledge of whom (fo far as attainable) he reckoned to 
Lone of the moſt kindly Offices he could perform to his great Crea- 
tor.In this purſuit he was mightily encouragd by the natural Sence he 
had of future Rewards, and that it was not enough only to have right 
Notions of God, unleſs there was a lively hope that good men ſhould 
be happy in another Life, and thar it wasan unworthy apprehenſion of 
God,to coniceiverhat ſo noble a being as the Soul of man,madeto under- 
ftand,adore,andenjoy its Maker ſhould expire with the laſt breach. From 
hence he proceeded to ſurvey the Revelation of the Goſpel, and fo ar- 
riv'd to the knowledge of God the Son, and the great end and Advan- 
tages of his coming into the World, the Divinity of his Perſon, and 
the great Myſtery of his Incarnation, that he was God of God, the 
Word that was God, and that in the beginning was with God, of the 
fame Nature, Glory, and Eternity with his Father, che Word that was 
maie fleſh, being both God and Man in one Perſon. Furniſh'd with 
this accurate knowledge of the Chriſtian DoQrine, he was baptiz'd, 
or to uſe his own Phraſe ©, he was call'd by Faith into the new Na- 
tivity, and to obtain the heavenly Regeneration, which he knew to 
be the Pledge and Aflurance of a futute and better Life. And now 
be relign'd up his underſtanding to the — of divine Truth, 
avoiding all captious and ſo hifficat Queſtions, and reſolving the more 
ſublime and intricate Articles into the Veracity and Power of God,not 
peremptorily concluding that to be falſe, which his ſhallow Capacity 
could not goats comprehend. / | 
IT. W E have littke account how he beſtowed the former part of 
his Life, only that he was married *, and by his Wife had one only 
Daughter, call'd 46-4, whom he took care to train up in all the 
Principles of Religion, andin the Paths-of Piety and Vertue. With 
his Wife he co-habited everi after his preferment to the Epiſcopal 
FanQion, as the more ingenuous © of the Rowan Communion dare 
not deny, and that Marnage was not then thought inconſiſtent with 
that Office, nay that married men were 
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oftnes choſen to. it, than ſingle Perſons,who — giz ifs now tam idant} cnre paſturals quatt 


on bodie quoque plims ſacerdotes babeant Matri- 


(as S. Texom himſelf grants} were riot ſo #1 judicaremtur. Alieroh. ap. Gillot. loc. cit. Quaſi 
"as. 


or CUE Paſtoral Care, as the other; bur mona, & Apoſialus Epiſcogum deſc) ibat unius ux0rs 
wihall they tell us, that in thoſe dayes virum, habentem filios cum omni caſtitate. Hierot: 


y T . *. 4.1.44 Join. p. 33. T. 2. Eliguntur marits in ſa 
the Church had detin'd nothing; in this ode 2 —_ quia nov ſunt tanti virgintsy 


Matter. And ſurely had the Church, 1 quam nerf.ris fort ſacerdetes. ibid. p 40: 


mean that of Rome, aever made any ſuch 
Con- 
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Conſtitution, nor preſs'd the obſervance of it with ſo much rigor 
and importunity, the Chriſtian World might have been free from in- 
hnite Scandals and Inconveniencies; which this one Conſtitution of 
Eccleliaſtick Celibacy has brought upon it. S. Hilary while yet a 
Lay-man took not that liberty, which men of ſecular Imployments 
uſually indulge themſelves, but fo carefully kept himſelf to the Rules 
of Eccleſiaſtick Diſcipline, that he ſeem'd to be particularly deſign'q 
by Heaven for ſome eminent Dignity and Authority in the Church, 
He was admirably ſtrict in the government of his Life, and true tg 
the Intereſts of the Catholick Faith, with the Enemies whereof he 
would not eat, no nor {o mnch as ſalute them when he met them. 
A good part of his time he ſpent in inſtructing others, explaining to 
them the Nature and Principles of Religion, and informing them in 
the right Belief of the holy Trinity, other-whiles perſwading them 
to the Vertues of a good Life, by laying before them the infinite Re- 
wards of Heaven and Immortality. An imployment that would he 
thought much below a Gentleman in this looſe and degenerate Ape, 

III. THIS excellent Temper and courſe of Life, at the concur- 
rent inſtance and importunity of the People, recommended him to 
the Biſhoprick of Poidiers ff, wherein Baronins ® places him not till 
the year CCCLV. without any other warrant, that I know of, than 
his own conjeQture, For my part, I ſee no reaſon but to fix him there 


ſome years ſooner, eſpecially ſince he ſometimes ſpeaks af things as 


done ſeveral years before his Baniſhment. Nor 1s his not being at 
the Council of A7l-s (which the Cardinal intimates) a ſufficient Ar- 
gument, that he was not then Biſhop, ſeeing there might be parti- 
cular Occaſions of his abſence at that time. One thing memorable he 
tells us of himſelf, that for ſome time after his being Biſhop, he 
had never heard of the Vicexe Faith, (Copies of it perhaps not being 
commonly diſpers*d in che Weſter Parts, where the Controverlie 
ſtarted later,) thoughlT ſuppoſe he means it of the nice and particular 
Diſputes about the cg2ooy and ougitoaoy, howbeit even then, he tells 
us, by converſing with the Writings of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, 
he very well underſtood the thing it ſelf, and the meaning of two fo 
much controverted words, which he ever expounded in an orthodox 
Sence. The fame of the man thus eminently ſeated, ſoon ſpread 
abroad, and fill'd not France only, but foreign Parts with the Report 
of his Vertues, and invited him to be concern'd in ſome of the moſt 
important Afﬀairs of the Church. The Arian FaQtion having pretty 
well ſubdued the Eff, were now attempting to erect their Banners 
in the Weſt. Conſtantins after the over-throw of M:2nentine, lay at 
Arles in France Ann. CCCLIII. where they pack*'d a Synod, and 
partly by force, partly by ſmooth Infinuations, partly by Arts ot 
Falſchood and Treachery, they carried the day, and drew in not only 
Saturninus Biſhop of that City (who thenceforward became a great 
Bigot for the Party) but YVincentius Pope Fulius's own Legat to that 
Synod. Somewhat more than a year after, the Emperor being re- 
mov*d to Milan, another Synod (Synagoga Malignantinn, as S. Hilary 
calls it, a Synagogue or Congregation of the wicked) is conven'd 
there, where tney more Rn proſecute their Deſign, ſome they 
wrought upon by Perſwaſives and fair Pretences, and where they 


could not unty the Knot, they cut it, baniſhing thoſe that refusd ro 
condemn 
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condemn the Arhanaſian Cauſe, in which number were Enſebizs of 
Vercell.e, Lucifer of Calaris m Sardinia, and Diomyſius of Milan ; into 
whoſe place they thruſt one Auxentius, a man compos'd of deceit and 


ſubtlety, a fit Inſtrument to promote a bad Caule. 


IV. THESE rigorous and viokent Proceedings awakned the 
Zeal and Spirit of S. Hilary, who publiſh'd hereupon a Remon- 
ftrance i to the: Emperor, wherein he layes before him the miſera- 
ble Srate of the Catholick Parry, humbly and paſſionately beſeeches 
kim to deliver them fromthe contempt and injuries of their Brethren, 
and to command the Governors of Provinces not to proceed with 
fury and violence againlt innocent Perſons, or to meddle in Cauſes 
not proper to them, to permit the People to enjoy their own Biſhops 
and Paſtors, and to offer up their a7 ye ne for his Majefty's hap- 


neſs and fafety, and that he would reca 


' thoſe excellent Perſons 


whom he had baniſh'd, where Liberty would be no leſs acceptable, 
than the Joy would be univerfal, He tells him, that there had been 
Chriſtians before Aris, whoſe Faith was not vain, and who had 9b- 
tain'd the end of their Faith, the Salvation of their Souls; that *rwas 
but a little while ſince the Plague of Arjaziſm had intetted the Air of » 
the Chriſtian World, that its Parent was known, and thoſe who 
nurs'd it were of late date, the two Enſebins's, Natciſſus,Theoderu®, Ste- 
phanus, Acacins, Menophantus, and eſpecially thoſe two forward 
Youths Ur/acius and Valens, who by Lerters and Meſſages had bark'd 
and rail'd at thoſe that difter'd from them, and by Whips.and Gib- 


bers, by Chains and Priſons had endeavoured to rack men 


into a 


Belief, and to compell them to become not Chriitians, but Arians ; 
that to effe&t this,. they had abus'd the imperial Authority, and had 
impos'd upon his Majeſty, perſwading him under a pretence of Religi- 
0n,to deliver up his Subjects into their hands,to be examin'd,condemn- 
edand puniſh*d; yea extorting connivance even from the common Peo- 
ple. Inſtances whereof were their Aftings in the late Synods both of 
Arles and Mil/ay. To this purpoſe was the Addreſs; and that tuch 
free and impartial Dealing ſhonld not exaſperate Conſtantinus to ſend 
him the ſame way after his Brethren, is (as Bayonins * not impro- * 0%; Gr. 
bably gueſſes) to be attributed to his unwillingneſs, roo much to 
dif oblige the People in France, at this time eſpecially, when thoſe 


parts were over-run with Invaſions of the barbarous People. 


Nay 


to {weeten the exaſperated humor for the preſent, he publiſh'd this 
following EdiQ ! in favour of the Biſhops, againſt the Uſurparions of ' zi. 16 c. 


i Lib. ad Conſt. 
Ang. txt. op. * 
£fus flo Z92s 


N. LXXXIEF. 


Thead. Tit. 2+ 


ſecular Magiftrates , who at every turn calPd chem before them, 7" 
judg'd Matters of Fairh, and inflicted Puniſhments upon the Perſons 
whom they had condemn'd,whereof S. Hi/ary had ſmartly complain'd 


1n his late Petition. The EdiCEt was as follows. 


E fo2bid, by the Law of our Clemency, that Bfſhops be que- 

ſfion'd in civil Courts, feſt nnder pretence of avoiding that 

way'of Trial, which is preſumed wſfl be over-favonrable to them, [5 
berty ſhould be given to men of evil minds, to bzjng them into! troti- 
ble, and p2efer Jndictments againft them. Jf therefoze any one have 
a Complaint to make, it is erpevient that the Cauſe ſhoul3'be debated 
before other Biſhops, that ſo a fit and pwoper hearing may be gfven 
to all thoſe Charges that ſhall be pzeferred againſt them. Dated che 


IXth, of the Calends of Oftob. Arbitio and Lollianus bein? Conſuls ; that 


z, Septemb. XXLI. Anz. Chr. —_— 
D 


Indeed 
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contys Cnft. 
c0l. 286, 


n Sulp. Sev. 
H.S.1.2-þ.154+ 


© Fl..de Synod. 
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"w[l, col. ZC6, 
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P [44.44 Conſt, 
col. 396, 

T Ad An. 355, 
N. LXXX/1l. 


of Fid.l.to. ae 
Trian.col.1969.F 


C De Synod. in 
pnitio. 


Indeed Conſt:ztins was greatly ſtartled at the News of the Com: 
motions in France, to quier which, the beſt expedient that could be 
thought of, was to create his Couſin Julian Ceſar, and to ſend him 
with an Army to refide in thoſe Parts, where he quickly drove our 
the Ger-xans, and reducd the Country into order, 

V. THE late TranſaCtions at Ar/es and Milan, had highly offend. 
cd the Catholick Biſhops in France, infomuch that S. Hilary ® ad. 
viſing with the reſt, it was unanimouſlly agreed,” to abſtain from 
Communion with Saturninus, Urſacivs, and Valens, the prime Stick. 
lers of the FaQtion, and to leave a Liberty to the reſt of the Party 
to come in upon their Repentance. Sat»rninus, a man proud and 
fatious, of an ill Temper, and worſe Morals, ſtomach'] it to be ex. 
communicated by the Biſhops of his own Province, and by his In- 
tereſt at Court procur'd a Synod to be held at Befters near Arles, and 
all the neighbor-Biſhops to be ſummon'd thither, hoping that in his 
own Dioceſs, where he had ſo direct an influence, and by the coun- 
tenance of the Civil: Power, he might carry things to his own mind, 
The Council met Az». CCCLVI. but S. Hilary had his Eyes open, 
and knowing how eaſie it was for the ſubtle Faftion by ſmooth Pre- 
rexts and their accuſtomed Arts of Diſſimulation to abuſe the Simpl. 
city of his Brethren, drew up an account of the true State of the 
Caſe, wherein he-Jlaid open the Impiety and Villany offithe Arias 
Cauſe, which he preſented to the Synod. But they nof; caring to 
hear on that ear, would not ſuffer it to be read, moſt of the Prelates 
either complying, orat leaſt conniving at what was done, only Rhe- 
danins ” Biſhop of Tholoſe ſtood his ground, who being otherwiſe of 
a ſoft and eaſie Temper, was kept upright meerly by the Spirit and 
Courage of S. Hilary, whoſe company he kept, and whoſe advice 
he followed, and accordingly ran the ſame Fortune with him, S«- 
turninus ſaw now there was no hope of gaining our Biſhop of Poitiers, 
and therefore diſpatch'd Meſſengers to Court ® in the name of the 
Synod, where by falſe and (ly Inlinuations, he traduc'd him to the 
Emperor, from whom he- obtain'd an. order for his Baniſhment, and 
that he might be ſent far enough out of rhe way, he was baniſh in- 
to Phryzia, a Warrant being directed to J#l;ax to put it into Ex- 
ecution, and thereby he as well as the Emperor was abus'd and im- 
pos'd upon by thoſe falſe Suggeſtions; tor ſo I underſtand that Paſlage 
of S. Hilary? , and not as Baronius%, who thence infers that Julian 
had interceded for him with the Emperor, and upon that account had 
been {landered and miſ repreſented by the Ariars. 

VI. HAVING diſposd his Aﬀairs at home, and committed the 
Government of his Church to the Care of his Presbyters, he berook 
himſelf to the place of his Exile, where he continued ſome years. 
Nor did he paſs his time 1n Softneſs and Delicacy , but in Prayers 
and Tears, in Cares and Labours for the good of the Church. For 
now it was * (though we cannot fix the particular year) that he ſet 
upon that noble and elaborate Work, of writing his twelve Books 
concerning the Trinity, wherein he has largely and accurately handled 
the whole Controverſie, and was the firſt, or at leaſt one of the firſt of 
the Latiz Church, that profeſſedly undertook the Defence and- Pa- 
tronage of t] ar Argument againſt the ſubtle Reaſonings, and impious 
Afertions of the whole Aria Faction. He wrote © frequently 1nto 

France 
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Frence from ll places whither the came, "giving 


| 'hhis 'Frienfls 4 ac- . 
count what TranſaQions wefe theh'dh foor, what Deſtttris tHe '1+/25s 


were Uriving'on, what'Coundils'he aft this Breetfen-'ctie '£4/7+r Bi- 
ſhops had entertain'd for the Tnrereſt atid Securiry 'of che Curholitk 
Cauſe. Nor was he unimindful 'of this iprivate” Cohcerds,  and'th 
Aﬀairs of his Family, uf we may believe what ay 1 y oh 't' 
his Succefſorsin that See. For underſttinding that his D 

(whom he had left at Pvi&9Jeys with Her ye nm FAIRE 
deſir'd in Marriage by a youitig Genelttman, dfigdud Aceonipliſtith 
#nd great Eftate, he wrote a Letter'to her t6 Yifſtvade her from te, 
afuring her that he hid ptovided 'Ner = Httband, whoſe Birth 'aftl 
Nobility whs þeyond any ham, Rice, Whoſe Beanty Odt-d54. t 
Lilly and the Roſe, whoſe Eyes farkled. Mike Dianionds', whoſe 
Garments were whiter thin tht Snow, Whoſe Wifihm was Tneoth- 
prchenſible, Riches meſtimable and iidefeatMis, . ind his Chaftity 
pore and wncorrapt, perſwading her in ſhort to devore tier Telf in- 
titely to the Service of Chriſt, k match he rold her which he w 
_ liſh at His return, and that in the mean rite ſhe ſh6old Tay 
alide the thoughts of any other Nujtials: And u better is extant ©, 
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v ap. Fort. 13 


which my Author (who wrote this aboot the year DLIX:) telſs os, © 


» po : » 
was kept as a Monument at Pdz#%ri, wherein he Jeclates this kt 
large, as repreſented to him in Viſloh, and preſſes her to expe&t his 
return, when he would mote clartly wnriddte ard unfetd it to her ; 
ſending her withall, a divine Hymn to Be 69d #t her mornin; and 
evening Devotions, reſerribg het for any thing fels intelligible in 
them to the InſtruQtions of her Mother; whofe þfeat Gelſire it wis 
by an excellent Example to Forth and traih fier op ts a divifie Life. 
The Letter and Hymn are ſtill &tanr, which being borh of hſpeQted 
Credit, we ſhall not here inſert. = | 

VII. TOWARDS the &hd of the year CCCLVIE & thingy * 


* Vid. lib. 46 


being ſpread, that a Syriod was to be held at A29r3 in the Egft, and got 3'9% 


leaſt, were to be fummon'd out of every Ptovifice in France; he took 
care to inform them of the tfue State of things. HE hdd of late from 
their long continued filence; begun ro Fuſpett thar they h4d wirp*d 
aſide, and gone along with the Stream; and had enrettain'd the Coh- 
feſſiort agreed upon, and fubſerib'd by Hef itr the late Arias Con- 
vention ae S/Y/4i99), But at laſt rheir Letters elme, which eledt'd all 
his Doubts, aſſuring him, chat they continued firtn t6 the Catholitk 
Intereſt, own'd his Cauſe, and ſtil} refus?d Cothrminiboh With $216F- 
winns of Arles; thar the $135744 Conftffion had indeed beer? ſeit 
them, but that they had not only rejeaed; but condertin'd it; mErear- 
ing him to ſend them an account of whir Confeſſions' of Fail Hd of 
lare years been paſs'd in the Eafe25 Parts. This he ptefently dil if 
his Bodk de Sy#o4i, wherein tte ſt down the:riblt evnifideraBle Coti- 
ſeſſions thar had been made fihce' the trrexe Counetl of Nite, WHith 
he tranſkated out of Gyee#, atid explaitfd ard ifluftrared with' hifowh 
Comment” upon them, and' amok orher things} Diſclefts' edit. 
cerning the {© mach bandied Exprefhiorls' of or 2d I i#tos , 
ſhewing, that if mien were of fincere and' hofieft Minds; Oey t 

be both expormded-ihto a: very ſou@ Serice; but tha? 8d av8i4'Fie' a 
ger of Difſimalation; arid out of Reverente to fe Fathers of Nice; it 


d 2 Was 


another at A/i91i,ms in the Weft, and that two Bifhops, or ohe at 


&c. 
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. was beſt toke [= 2,49v0:G. Or Conſubſtantial, there being 
.no juſt Reaſori why:the Ariavs ſhould except againſt it ; that there. 
fore he beſought them to remain inviolable in that Belief, and to re. 
commend his Cauſe in their Prayers to Heaven. 

VIII. HE had now continued ſomewhat more than three years 
in Baniſbment, when to anſwer the Council held at Ariminum in lraly, 
a Synod was call'd at Seleucia in 1/auria, to which he was ſommon'd ** 
amongſt thereſt, not by any particular Dire&ion from the Emperor, 
but by the command of Leonas the Treaſurer, and Lauricizs the Pre. 
ſident of I/auria, ro whoſe Care the Emperor had committed that 
Afﬀair, from whom he received ſafe Condutt, and the benefit 
7 Y.Fortur. in Of: publick Carriage. In this Journey 7 thither (take it upon 
vit. Bia. the Credit of my Author) as' he paſsd by a certain Garriſon , 
he went on the Lord's day into the Temple there, when imme- 
diately a Heathen Maid, call'd Florentia, breaking through the 
Crowd, cried aloud, that a Servant of God was come amongſt them, 
and fell down at his Feet, importunately beſceching him that ſhe 
-. wy ſignd with the Sign of the Croſs. Whoſe Example her 
Father Florentivs following, was, together with his whole Famil 
baptizd into the Chriſtian Faith, Nor was the Maid ſatisfied wit 
this, but taking leave of her Parents, followed him in all his Travels, 
and attended him to his own Houſe at Poitiers, ſaying, that herein 
ihe thought her ſelf more oblig'd to her ſpiritual, than to her natural« 
Father. Being arriv'd at Seleucia, he was gladly receiv'd by thoſe 
few Catholick Biſhops that were there, but rejected by the reſt, till 
he had clear'd an Imputation laid upon him. For the Arias before 


his coming, had traduc'd him and the Churches of France, as guilty 
of Sabellianiſm, or of maintaining Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, to 
be but three ſeveral names of the ſame God. But having wip'd of 
this, and given them an account of the Faith profeſs*d by the Gat- 
- lick Churches, agreeable to the Nicere Creed, he was admitted into 
' the Council. The grand Queſtion debated in the Synod, was con- 
ccrning the opugymey and the cygitner,” and the ro ygicy, or Sons difh- 


militude to the Father, fiercely conteſted between two contending 

Parties, the one headed by Acacinzs Biſhop of Cezſarea, the other by* 

George of Laodicea, who were the far greater and more moderate 

Party. There were not many ſtood by the opguoioy beſides S. Hilary, 

* Kilar. ih. and the few Egyptian Biſhops of Athanaſins's ſide ; for the others, the 
contr. Conflcol Debates flew high, there wanting not. thoſe that affixm'd *, that 
mm nothing could in Subſtance be like to God, that in the divine Nature 
there could be no Generation, and that Chriſt was a Creature ; that 

upon, the account of his Creation, he was ſaid to be born, but that 

he was made of nothing, and conſequently was neither Son, nor like 

to God. Nay, what was. the exceſs of Blaſphemy and Prophanels, 

it was/there publickly aver'd to have been preach'd at Antioch, that 

in the God-head there was neither Father nor Son, and that if there 

were, it neceſſarily infer'd, that there muſt be a Female Partner, and 

all conſequent AQs and Inſtruments of Generation. At the hearing 

whereof, and other the like Stuff, the Synod begun to ferment into 

reat Tumult and Diſorder. The Ano»eans conſidering that Chri- 

ian Ears would never brook ſuch impious and extravagant Aſertt- 


ons, drew up a Form of Belief, that condemn'd the DoUrine 4 
11H- 
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diſfimilitude; Which ſeeming ſtrange to the Aſſembly, S. Hilary 
ask'd one, who was ſet upon him to feel how he ſtood affefted, what 
was the meaning, that they who had poſitively denied the Son to be 
either of the ſame, or like Subſtance with the Father, ſhould now 
condemn the DoQrine of his being unlike to God. He was anſwer- 
ed, that Chriſt was not like to God, but to the Father. The anſwer 
made the thing more obſcure and intricate than before ; till upon a 
ſecond enquiry the other thus explain'd himfelf,that when he affirm'd 
the Son to be unlike to God, but like to the Father, -he neant; that 
it was the Will of the Father to make ſuch a Creature, which 
ſhould will the like fhings that he did, and that 'ih that regard he 
was like the Father, being the Sori not of his Nature, but his Will - 


but that he was unlike to God, being neither God, nor of God," that 


is; not begotten of the Subſtance of the Father. S. Hilary was infi- 
nitely ſurpriz'd and amaz'd hereat, nor could believe it to be ſpoken 
in earneſt, till he was publickly aflurd, that it-was' the Sence of the 
whole Party, all the Homoyouſiant expreſſing a moſt vehement Ab- 
hortency and Deteſtation of it. The Concluſion was, that the 4ca- 
cian Party and their Form, was rejefed and condemn'd, and the Con- 
feſſion made twenty _ ſince, in the Council at Aztioch, (wherein 
was go. mention of the Son's Coforatelly ) approved and ratified. 

IX. THE Synod being diſſolv'd, ten Legates were * diſpatch'd 


« SF, Sey. iÞ. 


to Court, whom S. Hilary follow'd to Conſtantinople, not that the ?;157153: & 


Emperor had commanded him to repair thither, but that he reſoly'd 
to attend his Majeſty's pleaſure, whether he ſhould return home or 
back again into Baniſhment. At his coming to Court, he found the 
Catholick Faith going down the Wind apace, the Weſtern Prelates 
in the Synod at Ariminum impos d upon, and vex'd into compliance, 
and the Orientaliſts forc'd to go the ſafe way, whereupon he' pre- 
ſented three ſeveral Petitions to the Emperor, that he might have 


leave to come into his Preſence, and to defend the Faith againſt its 


Antagoniſts and Oppoſers; but this the Arians would by no means 
agree to, This denied; he preſented a Diſcourſe > (which he ſeems 
to have pronouncd in the Emperor's preſence) wherein having firſt 
begg'd a favourable Audience, he vindicates his own Innocency 


y”=_ the Attempts and Infinuations of his Enemies, complains of 
t 


e unhappy State of Religion at that time, that new Creeds were 
multiplied {o faſt that the Faith was loſt in a crowd of Confeſſions, 
and was ſhap'd according to the humor of the Age, not according 
to the truth of the Goſpel, that they were the braveſt men that 
could produce a Creed of the neweſt and the freſheſt Date, and moſt 
roundly denounce an Azathems againſt thoſe that differed from them : 
Annues, atque menſtruxs de D:0 fides decernimus, © Admirable Stewards 
(fayes he) © of divine and inviſible Myſteries, we compoſe new 
* Creeds every year, yea every month, we make Decrees, and then 
* recall them, defend them, and then anathematize thoſe that do 
* {o, either in our own, we condemn others, or in ſentencing others, 
* we condemn our own, and while we bite one an»ther, we are dewourd 
* one of another. Intheſe acute Refle&tions he ſpends a good part of 
1s Oration, managing the Argument with great falt and ſmartneſs, 
and whereas his Majeſty requird a Faith agreeable to the divine Re- 
velatiofis, he beſought him'to give him leave to diſcourſe a while 


before 
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before himand-che'Syned (then aflembledar Confontinogic, :and'torn 
in-njeces with [Heats and Animolities) .concerning the-Faith out.of 
the þg "SCHIPEres, ,and tO -ungdertake;the (Caule of -Chriſt, whole 
Biſhapſhe was, [aud for whole lake he, now:{uffered Baniſhment ; -and 
this the rather, becauſe -zhe imorſt, of ,Hereticks pretendet to derive 
their,jmpious and-blaſphemaus)Beligf out.of the Scriptures. Wihereas 
the Scriptures. lyenat.m the Latter, but the: Sence, andbecome uleful 
mot barely by zeading, butihy yoderſianding, and are underfiond ing 
by ſubtlety, but by Love.and. Charity. And.that he :might;give him 
9 pay wihat che-wauld.diſcowrle on-before iſo great an Aﬀembly, 


{p famoys ang coptroverted an Argument, and what he 
oa would rum to che Wlpgour of his Reygn, the Glory of the 
Fauh, and the Paace agd Settlement \hoth at the Exfers ant! We. 
fern.Chuprches, he conchades with ahrief Accaunt of bis Faith, that 
Faith which he had seceived at his Bapriſm, and which was according 
tothe Dofrine of the Golpel. ; 
* 4d Am.350 -X, WHAT FEftect this Paſcourle had, -is uncertain, Barowims « 
N.VIIL & 4+ conceives- twas altogether withont luccels, ,and that mow lookmg 
upon the Caſe as deſperate, be backd it with another , wherein 
laying aſide all mild and gente Perſwalives, he procecds in ruder and 
T _— Methods ; and that this was no other than that Diſcourſe 
* ojer. wile. {jill extagt 4 , which iathe Title is fad to have been written __ 
oat 5a Conſtantine after his death ; - which Inicription he pretends is falſe, 
xendi, &c. and that the Diſcourſe was preſented to Corftantion himlel at this 
time, jnduc'd hereynto by no other Argument, but becauſe in it 
S. Hilary ſays, *twas now the Fifth year from the time that he ſepa- 
rated from Commynion with Saturrinus and his Party, which (Gyes 
he) falls in exaftly with this year. But whoever conſiders, with 
what intolerable Sharpnels and wang, © (to ſay no worſe) he treats 
the Emperor in that Diſcourſe, how io his tranſports of Zeal, he iyies 
him Anti-chriſt, (and juſtifies it too from Scripture) fighter againſt 
God, the new Enemy of Chriſt, the Deſtroyer of Religion, a Tyrant 
1a the things of God, a Perfecutar beyond the Rage of Nero, Decinr, 
or Maxinian, the wickedelt of men, with much more to that pur- 
poſe,” muſt needs think that no man of a far greater Patience than 
Conſtentins would have endured to have been told fo to his face, and 
that ſuch an Addreſs could not have been made at lefs coft than the 
rice of his Head; and conkequently muſt conclude, either that he 
ns it during his life, or (which is moſt probable) wrote it 
after his death, in the beginning of Ju/ion's Reign, when a man 
might, if not with encouragement, at leaſt with ſafety, talk at that 
rate. Nox, is the ObjeCtion from the time much material, ſeeing 
Conſt autius died the very-pext year after, oor can the preciſe time be 
fix'd, when H:/axy,and the French Prelates firſt abſtain*d: from Com- 
munzon with Seurnizvs, 10 that, a quarter or half a year may contri- 
bute not a little to the ſalving of this Matter. 

XI, BUT be.-it as ic will, this. is certain, that the; Ariznr grew 
weary of S. Hilary; they found. him a man of Stomach and Courage, 
and one whoma, mighty Zeal infpird: with ag: indefatigable Induttry 
and Diligence, ang thezefore- to- be: rid- of his company, perſwaded: 

* $::.16-3.163 the:Emperor to let him, go -home, whereupen he is commanded. ©'ro 
| be. gone, 25a ſower of Diſcard, and the great Trouble of! cher Ef 
c 


The Life of S. H11. a _= 


207 


NI 


He made no great haſt in his return to France, ſtaying in moſt places 
by the way, eſpecially in 1/ricum and [raly, where he confirm'd the 
Carholick Faich, ſtrengrhned the Weak, reſolv*d the Scrupulous, and 
mightily convinc'd Gain-fayers where-ever he came. And here 
it waz * that Erxſcbius of Vercelle, who return'd in the beginning. of 
Tulian's Reign, overtook him, found him imploy'd, and joyn'd with 
him in this excellent Work. Amongſt all his Friends, none more 
earneltly delird, or impatiently expected his return, than S. Martin, 
who was afterwards Biſhop of ſours. He was a Perſon of good De- 
ſcenr, and from a Child brought up with his Father in the Camp, 
and ſerv'd in the Wars under Julia». At ten years of Age he left his 
Parents, and the Pagaz Religion, wherein he had been brought up, 
fled tothe Church, 'and became a Catechumen ; at XVIII. he was 
baptiz'd, but continued (till his Military Lite, till very hardly gainin 
his DiſmiTion from J«/:2z, he went to Poidters 3 to S. Hilary, wit 
whom he liv'd ſome time before his Exile. The good Biſhop was 
infinitely pleas'd with the Temper and Converſation of the man, 
and refoly'd to gain him to the Service of the Church, and fre- 
quently attempted to inveſt him with the Office of Deacon. But 
the V:odeſty and Humility of the man made him deaf to all Per- 
ſwaſions, till S. Hilary conlidering there was no better way to catch 
him, than to propound. a place that might look like a debaſure and 
Ggnouny of him, put him upon undertaking the Office of the Ex- 
orciſt, which he complied with, that he might not ſeem to ſlight it 
as too mean an Imployment. Troubles encrcaling upon him by means 
of the Arian FaCtion, after $. H/ary's departure, he went 1nto' Ttaly, 
and ſet up a Monaſtery at M/17, where he met with no better uſage 
from Axentius the 4rian Biſhop; thence he fled with one only Com- 
panion, toa private Iſland calld Gallizaria, where he led a moſt ſevere 
and pious Life. Having now heard that S. Hi/ary was coming home, 
he went as far as Roe to meet him, but miſſing of him, followed him 
immediately into France, and in a place near Poidtjers ereted a Mo- 
naſtery, where he lived, till ſome years atter he was created Biſhop 
of Tours. 

XII. S. Hilary * entred Poitiers in a kind of Triumph, nothing 
was ſeen but Expreſſions of Joy, his preſence put a new Life into the 
People, who ſeem'd half dead while he was from them. As ſoon 
as his Aﬀairs were a little ſetled at home, he began to look about 
him, and to ſee how he might compole the publick Diſtractions in 
thoſe Churches, and it was no more than what the State of-thoſe 
times did importunately call for. The Artihces that had been us'd in 
the Synod at Ariminum, had involv'd almoſt all the Biſhops of the 
Weſt in the guilt of Ara» Compliance, the natural Effect whereof 
was Diſtruſt and Quarrels, Diviſions and Separations, the Sound 
ſhun'd the infe&ted, and one man refus'd to converſe and communi- 
cate with another. And what yet added to the unhappine!s of things 
was, that when ſome were willing to own their Fault, others were 
unwilling to receive them. And thus ſtood Aﬀairs at S. Hilary's 
return i, who was doubtful at firſt what courle to take, many affirm- 
ing, that no Communion was to be held with any that had approv'd 
the TranſaCtions at Ariminum, who were to be rejected as Heathens 
and Publicans, But the good Biſhup was for the more gentle _ 
mul 
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mild Opinion, and thought it better-in Imitation of the divine Com. 
paſſions, to reduce men back to Repentance and Reformation. Ty 
this end he procur'd Synods to be conven'd in ſeveral Parts of F-::c, 
where the Queſtion was debated, and the Matter brought to an Iffae ; 
the Biſhops * that had been enſnar'd in the Council at Ariminuz: , 
flock'd from all Parts, and declar'd, that whatever they might be 
accounted, their Conſciences did not charge them with Hereſie, Pro- 
—_— by the bleſſed Sacrament, and all that is Holy and Sacred, that 
they did not ſuſpeQ any ill Deſign in what they had done, that they 
thought mens Minds and Words had agreed together, and that in 
the Church, where nothing but Simplicity and the Contefhon of 
Truth ſhould take place, there ſhould never have been found one 
thing in the Heart, and another in the Tongne; that they 14d en- 
tertain'd a good Opinion of bad men, and that that had betray'd them, 
and that they could never have believ'd that Chriſt's Commanders 
ſhould have fought againſt him. All which they acknowledg'd 
with Tears and Sorrow, and protels'd themſelves ready to revoke 
their former Subſcriptions, and to condemn the whole Bodv of the 
Arian Blaſphemies. And ſo the Matter went on ſmoothly, and the 
Penitent Prelates were receiv'd and reſtord. The orly Perſon that 
made any conſiderable Oppoſition, was Satrrninus of Arles, whole 
Obſtinacy and Impiety not being curable by any other means, was 
to undergo the laſt and ſevereſt Remedy; $S. Hilary having receivd 
Letters out of the Eaſt, letting him know how generally they ac- 

uieſc'd in thoſe Confeſſions, wherein the words Subſtance and Con- 
[obantial were omitted ; a Synod was call'd at Paris, wherein they 
return'd a Synodical anſwer ' to the Eaſtern Biſhops, and therein 
expreſs a juſt Reſentment of the Frauds and Subtleties that had been 
us'd in all late Conventions, to divide the Opinions of the Ea/t and 
Weſt, and to lay aſide thoſe well-contrivd ExpreTions, that had been 
purpoſely taken up to obviate Hereſfie ; that for. themſelves they had 
alwayes own'd the 9ygwney, according. to which they there largely 
explain their belief concerning the Son's God: head and Divinity; 
that this was the Faith which they had ever hitherto, 2nd would 
ſtill maintain, in Oppoſition both to the Errors of Sabe/lins on the 
one hand, and Ari#s on the other; that according to their defires 
they held excommunicate Auxentins, Urſacins, Valens, Gains, Me- 
gacins, and Juſtin, and that their Brother Hi/ary had openly declar'd 
he would have no Peace with any of their Party, that they did con- 
demn all thoſe blaſphemous Afﬀertions, which had been ſent toge-. 
ther with their Letters, and did more peculiarly refuſe converſe with 
any that had invaded the Sees of the baniſhd Biſhops, ſolemnly pro- 
miling, that if any in Fraxce offered to oppoſe thele Determinations, 
they would depoſe him, and baniſh him all Communion. 

XIII. IN this, or at leaſt ſome preceding Synod (for they men- 
tion it in their Letter) Saturninys was accus'd, not only of Herelie, 
but of great Miſdemeanors in his Life and Manners, and continuing 
obſtinate, was excommunicated by all the Biſhops in France, ard 
was no ſooner thus taken off, but the reſt ſtruck Sail, and were ad- 
mitted upon profeſſing their Repentance. To one of theſe Synods 
alſo muſt be referred, (were there any truth in it) that trick, which 


Rufinus ® tells us was put upon S. Hilary, that one of his Ecoks 
having 
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havitg after the Council of Arimizuz,, being ſecretly corrupted by 
ſome 4ri2n hand, he was now in a Convention of Biſhops, queſtion'd 
about his Sentiments in that Matter, and his own Book appeal'd to, 
as evidence in that Caſe. The Book is ſent for, and the places found 
{o as was repreſented, and he thereupon condemn'd of Hereſie, and 
excommunicated, and as ſuch forc'd to depart the Synod. This is 
the Story, which S. Jerom cries out upon as a moſt notorious Fig- 
ment, Challenging Rufus to produce his Author, to narhe the place 
where ſuch a Synod was holden, what Biſhops were preſent, and 
who for or againſt it, under what Conſuls, and by what Emperor it 
had been ſummon'd, whether they were only Freach, or Spaniſh and 
Jralian Prelates, and what was the occaſion of the Aſſembly. Tany 
loth to have ſo bad an opinion of Ryfiavs, as to think he purely 
forg'd and contriv'd the _— For cui bozo? What end could he 
ſerve in it ? Not to mention the palpable Violence that he muſt needs 
offer to his own Conſcience. Perhaps ſomething tending that way, 
might have been ſpread by the Malice of the FaCtion, andthe thing 
improv'd by going from hand to hand ; or S. Hilarys Enemies might 
have ſentenc'd lum 1n ſome of their clancular Aſſemblies, and R»fi- 
24s meeting the Report, heedleſly took it up, and it may be added 
ſome Circumſtances to make it out. Sure I ami, the men of the Lu- 
ciferian Schiſm » ſeverely condemn'd S. Hilary for his _ afid 
Indulgence to the penitent Biſhops, that he had abated the e 

his Zeal, ahd was become a Patron of Hereticks and Apoſtates, whom 
befote he had ſo happily confuted by his eloquent Writings. But 
whether this, or any fuch-like occaſion gave birth to the Story, or 
whether there was any Foundation at all of Truth in it, I ſhall not 
further take upon me to decide. 

XIV. THUS by the Care and Induſtry of this great man, things 
were tolerably pacified in the Weſt, ahd ſo continued for ſome years, 
when Auxentius of Milan, who had been often depos'd and excom- 
municated by the Catholicks, had by Arts of Hypocrifie and Difſimus« 
hrtion, fo far wrought himſelf into the Favor of the Emperor Yalen- 
tinian, as to obtain an Edict from him for the quiet Poſſeſſion of his 
See, Which coming to S. Hilarys Ears, he reſolv'd upon a Journe 
to Milay, on purpoſe to uncaſe the Fox, and to diſabuſe the well- 
meaning Emperor.At his arrival at Court *, he immediately fell upon 
Auxentins, whom .he charg'd with Blaſphemy, and with believing 
otherwiſe that he had made the Empetor and the VVorld believe. 
Vilentinian mov'd with the Addreſs of fo venerable a Perſon, tefer'd 
the Cauſe to the Hearing of the Treaſurer, and the Maſter of the 
Palace, who had ten Biſhops as Aſſeſſors with them. At- firſt Aux- 
entius excepted againſt the Perſon of his Accuſer, that he ought not 
to be heard as a Biſhop, who had been heretofore condemn'd by S4- 
twrninus. But the Court over-ruled this Plea, and refolv'd, as the 
Emperor had ordered, to proceed dire&ly to Matters of Faith. And 
here Azxentius found himſelf pinch'd, and not knowing whiere to 
þet out, rounidly profeſs'd he believ*d Chriſt to be true God, andto 

of one and the ſame Subſtance and Divinity with God the Father. 


This Confeſſion was entred upon Record, and S. Hilary prevail'd 
with the Treaſurer to preſent a Copy to the Emiperot. Indeed Aux | 


entias denicd all that was charg'd upon him, and in his Libet ” or 
; E e Petition 
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Petition tothe Emperor, endeavors a full Vindication of his Faith 
complaining of Hilary and ſome others for branding him for an He. 
retick, and raiſing all that clamor and trouble againſt him, Ang 
though, as. S. Hilary obſerves he did but diſſemble 1n his moſt ortho. 
dox Aſſertions, eluding all by ſubtle Diſtintions and mental Refer. 
vations, yet by theſe plauſible Pretences he kept up his Reputation 
with the Emperor and the People, who ownd and convers'd with 
himas a moſt Catholick Biſhop. S. Hilary urg'd, that all this way 
but Scene and Fiftion, that he ſtill denied the Faith, and did bur 
mock God and man, but the Emperor bad him ſur-ceaſe any further 
Proſecution, and commanded him to be gone. So he was torc'd tg 
return home, laden with nothing but the ſaisfattion of an honeſt ang 
well-meant Deſign. 

XV. WHETHER this diſappointment made any ſuch Impreſſi. 
on upon his mind, as to haſten Sickneſs upon him, or whether meer] 
worn out with Age and Infirmities, and the many Troubles and Suf- 
ferings he had undergone, is hard to ſay. *T1s certain, that not 
long after his coming home, he departed this Life, ſix years (ſayes 

* Lib.2-2155- Severms 4 ) after his return from Exile ; but that's impoſſible ; S. Je. 
*chron.ad am. rom * nearer the Truth places it An. Chr. CCCLXVIIL But 'tig 
CCCLXVIIL. plain, it could not at ſooneſt be till the following year, when here. 
turn'd from M:lan, at what time (as appears from Auxerties's Epiſtle 
to the Emperor) it was ten years ſince the Council at Ariminum, 
which was holden Az». CCCLIX. He died Janvary the XII, 
which therefore the Weſter» Church has conſecrated to his Memory, 
fxxt.ap.Gillot. and was buried in his own Church, with this Epitaph ©, we are told, 


Prefat. in Hil. 5 s , 
Re Written on his Tomb, but favouring of the Poetry of a later Age. 


Hilarius cubat hac Piftavus Epiſcopus urna, 
Defexſor noſtre terrificus Fiaei. 

Itius aſpettum ſerpentes ferre nequibant, 
Neſcio que in vultu ſpicula ſanttus habet. 


* wlleyn. d | find it reported by Authors t of great name in the Church of 
=; og Rome, that during the Civil Wars in Frazce Aun. MDLXII. the Hw 
Hiſt. ad Ann, £0n0ts, amongſt other Inſolences, broke open the Grave of this ve- 
1552. p- 751. nerable Prelate, took out his Bones, and having burn'd them, threw 
the Aſhes into the River. A moſt impudent Calumny ,{tifly diſownd 

- « yid. Scutt, by Proteſtants * , as deſtitute of all colour and pretence of Truth. Nor 
_ — is it mention'd by any of the wiſer and more judicious Perſons of that 
#:125% Church, no not by thoſe who are wont to catch all Opportunities of 
beſpattering and reproaching Proteſtants, ſuch as Poſſevin, Labbee, 

&c. Not the leaſt hint of any ſuch thing in the great Thuanss, even 

where he mentions the greateſt Extravagances of that kind commit-, 

ted in thoſe times. But why ſtand I to diſprove what never was? 

S. Hilary is greatly fam'd for Miracles, faid te have been done by 

» de Mirae, him, which they that are curious may find in Gregory ” Biſhop of 
—— —__ Tours, Peter Damian * , and eſpecially in Vincentius Fortunatus ! One 
* S1jn. 120, Of his own Succeſſors, who had. he been as care ul to tranſmit to Po- 
7 dev4t.5-H7!. fteriry the particular Notices of his Lite (whereof he has given us 2 
By very dry and barren account) as he has been to Record the Miracles, 


ſaid to be wrought by him, after his death, had much more oblig'dus 
to 


_—_— 
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to be thankful to his Memory. The great Church at PosFters is de- 
dicared to him, 'twas heretofore an Abbey, and 1s now a Collegiate 
Church, and has this peculiar Honor, that the Kings of France are 
ſaccedſively Heads or Abbots of it. He is the Protector or Tutelar 
Guardian of the City, in the midſt whereof is a Column erected to 
him with this Inſcription. 


DI/VO HILARIO, URBIS PROPUGN ATORIT. 

FIDELISSIM®O. ASSID UVISSIMO:; 
CERTISSIMO. 

PICTAVORUM EPISCOPO. 


XVI. HE was a man of more than common ſeverity of Life, in 
all the Paſſages whereof, and indeed 1n all his Writings there breaths 
an extraordinary vein of Piety ; he _—_ appeats * to God, that * de rin. Lt 
he look'd upon this as the great Work and Buſineſs of his Life, to *** 
jmploy all his Faculties, of Speaking, of Reaſon and Underſtanding 
td declare God to the World, and either to inform the Ignorant, or 
reduce the Erroneous. He had a great Veneration for Truth, in the 
ſearch whereof he retusd no Pains or Study, and in the purſuit of it, 
was ated by a mighty Zeal, and in the Defence of it, us'd a freedom 
and liberry of Speech, that ſometimes tranſported him beyond the 
bounds of Decency, as is too evident (not to name other Inſtances) 
in his Addreſſes to, and the CharaQter he gives of Conſtantivs, wherein 
he lets looſe the Reins not to Zeal, but to Rage and Paſhon, and 
treats him with a Liberty far from being conſiſtent with duty to Go- 
vernors, of indeed juſtifiable by the common Rules of Prudence and 
Civility ; his hearty concernment for Religion, meeting with the 
vigor and frankneſs of his Temper, the natural Genius of his Coun- 
try, made him ſometimes forget that Reverence- that was due to Su- 

riors, though otherwiſe he was of a very ſweet gentle Temper. 

0 Conſiderations either of hope or fear could byaſs him one hairs 
breadth from the Rule of the Catholick Faith ; he underwent Baniſh- 
ment with as unconcern'd a Mind, as another man takes a Journey 
of Pleaſure; he was not moy'd with the tediouſneſs of his Journies, 
the hardſhips of his Exile, or the: barbarity of the Country whither 
he went ; he knew he had to deal with potent and malicious Fnemies, 
and that were wont to imbrue their hands in blood ; but he carried 
his Life in his hand, and dar'd at any time to look Death in the Face. 
He tells * us, that would he have been content to ſatisfie and betray * Pref. a4 
the Truth, he might have enjoy'd his Peace and Pleaſure, the favor 7449359 
and friendſhip of the-Emperor, places of Power and Grandeur in the 
Church, and have flow'd in all the Pomps and Advantages of ſe- 
cular Greatneſs. But he had a Soul elevated above the Offers of this 
World; and Truth was infinitely dearer to him, than Liberty or Life 
it felf, He was a@ted by a true Spirit of Martyrdom, and feems to 
have deſir'd nothing more, than that he might have ſealFd his Faith 
and his Religion with his Blood. He wiſhes * he had liv'd it the * £contr.corth 
times of the Neronian or Decian Perſecutions, that he might have * ?*7 
born his Teſtimony to the Truth of God, that he would neither have 
fear'd the Rack, nor been afraid of the Flames, nor have ſhun'? the 
Croſs, nor ſtartled, if thrown to the bottom of rhe Sea, And in the 
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Concluſion of his Book to the Biſhops of Fraxce, he tells <-them, he 
knew not whether it would be more welcome to him to return home 
to them, or ſafe for him todye (where he then was) in Exile. In 
fine, he was to the W-ft, what Athanaſius was in the Eft, the great 
Atlas and ſupport of the Catholick Cauſe, to which he ftood firm and 
conſtant, when all the reſt of the Biſhops ſunk into an unwarranta-: 
ble Compliance and Prevarication. And the Hiſtorian 4 Records it 
to his Honor, as a thing univerſally known and granted, that by his 
alone Care and Diligence France had been delivered both frem the 
InteQion and the gui of Herelie. | 

XVII. HIS Learning was as conſiderable as thoſe parts of the 
Wcrld could furniſh him with. That he was not skilPd in Hebrew, 
(which S. J-rom © more than once charges upon him) 1s no won- 
der, Je; Learning was rare in thoſe dayes, and —_ in the 
JVeſtern Parts. His living fo many years in the Eaſt, had given him 
ſome acquaintance with the Greece, though he. never attain'd an Ac- 
curacy and PerfeCtion in that Language as 1s evident amongſt other 
Inſt-nces by his Tranſlations extant at this day. He principally ap- 
plied himſelf ro Theological Studies, and to examine the Controver. 
fies of thoſe times, wherein, though conliſting of very nice and in- 
tricate Speculations, he became a great Maſter, and was one of the 
firſt amongſt the Latizs that openly undertook to explain and defend 
the Catholick Faith. His ſtyle like the Genius of the Frexch Lan. 
guage at that time 1s turgid and lofty, which therefore S. Jerom f 
compares to the Rh3an, not ſo much for the copiouſneſs, as for the 
quickneſs and rapidneſs of that River. His Phraſes are affeAed, his 
Periods long, and his Diſcourles intricate, and not eaſily intelligible, 
and which oft require a ſecond and attentive Reading. So that his 
Language, though eloquent in its kind, is not chaſt and genuine, it 
being true, what s Eraſmus not impertinently obſerves upon this oc- 
calion, that the Roman Provincials (ſome tew only excepted who 
were brought up at Rome) ſeldom or never attained the purity and 
ſimplicity of the Latin Tongue, but betray an over-anxious AﬀeCation 
of Eloquence, a thing incident to all thole who are naturaliz'd into, 
rather than Natives of any Language, and who ſeldom fail of tinQ- 
uring, or rather infeQting their {tyle with the peculiar Idiotiſms of 
their own Country. Two things concurred to render him leſs per- 
ſpicuous, the abſtruſeneſs of the Subjetts that he manages, being ge- 
nerally ſo ſublime, as not to admit a cleer and eafie Explication, and 
his humor of frequently — Greek Idioms, and Phraſes bor- 
rowed from a foreign Language, which he endeavors to ſet off with 
an operoſe and elaborate greatneſs and ſublimity of ſtyle, (very fami- 
liar to the French Writers cf that Age) attended with frequent Re- 
petitions, ſtudied Tranſitions, and over-nice Apologies and Inter- 
ruptions, which cannot but render him ſomewhat obſcure to vulgar 
and ſuperficial Readers. All which he eſpecially diſcoyers in his 
Books de Trinitate, wherein he ſeems to ſet himſelf to club the whole 
ſtrength of his Wit, Parts, and Eloquence, to manage that noble Ar- 
gument with all poſſible Advantage, wherein (*tis S. Ferop,s * Obſer- 
vation) he imitated £2irtiliaz both in the ſtyle and number of his 
Books. Indeed his affefted Subtlety, and exquiſite Care of Words 


and Sentences reſemble the Humor of that Roman Orator, though 
2 
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was an ill-choſen Copy to write after, in ſo nice and ſublime an 
Argument. In his Comments on the P/a/ms, and S. Matthew,whete- 
in fie is more conciſe and ſhort, he borrowed i the Serice from Orjgex, 
which he cloath'd with his own Expreſtions; and many times added 
of his own, though in this work his Friend Heliodor#s, to whom he 
truſted to render the Propriety of the Greek Phraſes, and the more 
difficult Places, ſometimes imposd upon him, diQtating his own 
Sence inſtead of Or/zens, which the other ſwallow'd without diſcern- 
ing. His Notes upon the Pſalms, with his Book de Synod, S. Fe- 
row * tells us he himſelf tranſcrib'd for him with his own hand, at 
what time he lay at Triers in Germany. His other Writings yet ex- 
tant are commonly known, and we have taken notice of as they came 
in our way. His otd and peculiar Notions and Opinions have been 
ſufficiently diſcuſs'd by others, for which there will be little reaſon 
to bear hard upon his Memory, when it is conſidered, that the con- 
troverted Articles were but newly ſtarted, and not ſufficiently ex- 
lain'd, that he liv'd far from the Scene of Aftion, and after his com- 
ing upon the publick Stage, was haraſs'd all his Life with the Heats 
and Cates of that Age. To conclude, he was learned, elo- 
vent, and judicious, a man of quick Parts, and ſound Reaſon, a Ca- 
tholick Biſhop, and what is more, a pious and good man. 
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Carmen in Geneſins. 
De Trinitate, Lib. XIL Epiſtola a4 Abram filiam. 
Adverſus Conſtantium vita funitum, Liber de patris & filis unitate; & al- 
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His birth-place. The eminency of his Anceſtors. Their S ufferings under 
the Maximinian Perſecution. The mirgeulous Proviſion made for - 
them, His Parents, and their great Piety and Vertue. His Educa- 
tion tunder his Grand-mother Macrina, His foreign improvements ig 

ſeveral Schools and Univerſities, His removal to Athens. The may. 

ner of initiating young Students in that Univerſity. The dear Intimacy 
between him and Nazianzen, His Vittory over the captious Sophiſts, 
Flis Tutors, and their great fame and eminency. His and Nazianzen'; 
Joynt-Studies, and ſtrift deportment. His quitting the Univerſity, 
and ſettling at Aftioch ander the tutorage of Libanius. D.ſerting 
the Oratory, he betakes himſelf to the Study of Theology. His frequent 
converſe with the Writings of Origen. - His Travels into Egypt and 
other Parts. The high eſteem. Julian had of him, and the frequent 
Letters that paſs'd between ham; His acute Repartee to Julian's cen- 
ſure. A pretended Lerier to Julian, in favor of Image-worſhip, 
ſhewn to be Spurious. Juhan's great Severity to the Chriſtians at Cm- 
ſarea, and upon what occaſion. 


-_ 
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311 BASIL (whoſe incomparable Learning and 

N= Piety univerſally entitled him to the firname of 

GREAT) was by birth a Cappaaocian (taking 

7 I->> Fol the word in its larger Signification) born in Pox- 

| axe Orat. GW Pl tus, where tis plain ! his Father liv'd, and whence 
"yy _— FESS all his paternal Anceſtors were deſcended. And 
= <qhag : here ſome fix his Ron at Helenopontws, an ob- 
| ſcure Town in that Country ;- indeed ſo obſcure, that I find no ſuch 


place in any Writer of that time.' For though Conſtantine the Great, 


ave that Title to one of thoſe Provinces in honor of his Mother He- 
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ers) and expos'd to Hunger and Cold, to Rain and Storms, and to 
all the Hardſhips of a barren and diſconſolate Place. And all this 
the more inſupportable, becauſe falling upon Perſons, whoſe tender 
and delicate Education had made them Strangers to the preſſures of 
Want and Hardſhip. Till at length courſe Fare and hard Lodging 
had ſo far impair'd their Health, as to make them deſirous of ſome 
Refreſhments more ſuitable and grateful to the Appetites of weakned 
and decay'd Nature, wherewith they knew God could, if he pleas'd, 
eafily furniſh them. And the divine Providence, which is never 
wanting 1n Neceſlaries, is wont ſometimes, though at the Expences 
of a Miracle, to gratifie his Servants with Delicacies. And thus it 
hap'ned here, for on a ſudden an Herd of fat Deer came out of the 
Thicket, and voluntarily offered themſelves to the Knife, following 
the Perſons they met, without any other force, than the direQtion 
ofa Nod. Being brought to the place of their abode, they ſtood 
ſtill, till as many as were thought convenient were choſen out, and 
the reſt being diſmiſs'd, quietly return'd back into the Woods. A 
Feaſt was hereupon immediately prepared, and our poor hunger- 
ſtarv'd Confeſlors liberally treated, who thankfully own'd the bounty 
of Heaven, and look'd upon it as an Encouragement and Obligation 
to go on cheerfully with their Portion of Sufferings that were yet 
behind. But leaving them, let us come nearer home. His imme- 
diate Parents were not more famous for their mutual kindneſs, than 
for their Charity to the Poor, their Hoſpitality towards Strangers, 
the devoting a conſtant part of their Eftate to God, their abſtinence 
and Faſting, and all the Vertues of a good Life, all which God was 
pleas'd tro Crown with a numerous and hopeful Iſſue. His Father's 
name was Baſi/*, a man Prudent and Religious, and of great Name 
and Authority in his Country, whom Poſſeviz » and ſome others 
without any Authority that I know of, will have in his latter dayes 
to have been a Biſhop ; and the Centuriators = are ſo confident of it, 
as to cite Nazianzen for their Author, who yet ſayes no ſuch thing ; 
his Mother was Emmelia, a Woman of ſtrift conduQt, and rare accom- 
pliſhments ; fo exquiſite and celebrated a Beauty, that ſhe was on all 

ands follicited for Marriage, and ſome fo far tranſported, as to be rea- 
dy to attempt by force, wie they could not carry by milder and tnore 
ſoft Addreſles. | 

IT. THE produ@ of this happy Marriage was our S. Baſi/, their 
eldeſt Son, and (if I miſtake not) their ſecond Child. A Youth of 
a goodly and promiſing aſpe&t, the Index of a more pregnant Wit 
and ingenuous Mind. His firſt Studies * were conducted under the 
Diſcipline of his own Father, who was careful to inſfru& him in all 
the Rudiments of Learning, and eſpecially to ſeaſon him with right 
Notions of Religion, and to train him up to a courſe of Piety, which 
he equally promoted both by his Le&tures and his Life. But herein 
none more induſtrious or ſerviceable than his Mother Emmelia, and 
eſpecially his aged Grand-mother * Macrina, She had ſometimes been 
Auditor of nous S. Gregory Thaumaturgus Bilhop of Necceſarea, 
by whom ſhe had been educated in the Principles of the Catholick 
Faith, whereto ſhe had alſo born witneſs by being a Confeſſor under 
lome of the latter Perſecutions. This ſhe took all i:nginable care to 
convey and propagate to her pA") an planting their _— 
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the Market-place tothe publick Bath, two and two going betorc him 


with the firſt Seeds and Principles of Truth, as S. Baſi/ more than 
once gratefully owns in his Epiſtles. Five years © being ſpent in tus 
domettick Education, and being accurately accompli{h'd with all the 
preliminary Parts of Learning, he betook himſelt to travel, to im- 
prove and compleat his Studies. Whether he went firſt to Azrioch, 
(which we know he did afterwards) and ſtudied for ſome time under 
the great Libanins, the moſt celebrated Sophiſt, and eloquent Orator 
of that Age, though not abſolutely certain, 1s yet highly probable, 
For Libanixs himſelf tells us, that he was acquainred with him, 
when but a Youth, and honour'd him for the extraordinary Sobriety 
and Gravity of his Manners, and the mighty Advances that he made 
in Learning ; which he mentions as antecedent to his going to Arhey,, 
Hence then he went to Ceſarea ©, the Metropolis of Pa/eftixr, famous 
at that time for Schools of Learning, where he ſoon out-went hig 
Fellow-Pupils, and bad fair to nn his Maſters; ſo that he quick- 
ly drew the Eyes of all Perſons upon him, who reverenc'd him for 
his excellent Learning, but eſpecially for his more excellent Life; 
and generally beheld him as a Maſter-Orator, and. Dittator im Philo- 
ſophy, and what's more, as a Biſhop in the Church, before his years 
fendred him capable of thoſe Imployments. But above all, he ap- 
plied himſelf to ſtudy the true Philoſophy, to break looſe from the 
Charms of this lower World, and to trade in divine and heavenly 
Things, and to barter away thoſe things that are frail and periſhing, 
for thoſe that are unchangeable and eternal. From Ceſarea he re- 
mov*d to Conſtantinople, lately made the Imperial City, and flouriſh- 
ing with eminent Profeſſors of Rhetorick and Philoſophy, whoſe 
ſeveral Perfe&ions by the quickneſs and comprehenfiveneſs of his 
Parts, he digeſted into his own uſe and ornament ; and then to crown 
all, went to Athens, the common Seat of Arts and Learning, whereto 
have ſpent ſome time, was it ſelf enough in thoſe dayes to havegiven 
a man the Reputation of a Scholar. 

ITI. THE fame of ſo excellent a Perſon had before-hand prepar'd 
mens minds, and made that Univerſity big with ExpeCtations of his 
coming, and every one was contriving how to gain him for theirPu- 
pil. It was the Cuſtom at Athens, for the Youth of the Univertity 
to lye in wait for the arrival of young Students, to beſet all Wayes 
and TraQs, all Ports and Paſſages, that fo firſt ſeizing upon them, 
they might either perſwade or draw them in to be their Fellow- 
Pupils, thinking by this means to oblige their Maſters, and ontvy the 
Train of other Proteſſors, between whom there us'd tobe grear Claſh- 
ing and Emulation. . Having gain'd the freſh man, their firſt care 
was to lodge him in the Houſe of ſome Friend, or Country-man, or 
at leaſt of one of thoſe Setters, that plied up and down in the behalf 
of that Sophiſt, who was to be his Tutor. Next they gave way to 
any that would, to pole him with hard Queſtions, and to run him 
down with Quirks and Subtleties, which were either more rude or 
ingenuous, according to the Humor and Education of him that put 
them. This they did, to baffle the good Conceit of himſelf, which 
the young man was ſuppos'd to bring along with him ; and from the 
very firſt to ſubdne him into a perfeft Submiſſion to his Teachers. 
This being done, they condu@ him in a pompous Procefſion through 
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it equal diſtances ; being come near the place, ona ſudden they raisd 
2 wild frantick Noiſe, and fetch'd many ſtrange Frisks and Capers , 
knocking like mad men at the Gates, till having ſufficiently frighted 
the young man, the Doors were opened, and he was made Free, and 
then they returnd and embrac'd him as their Friend and Fellow-Pupil, 
and a Member of the Univerſity. Theſe troubleſome Ceremonies * of * confer que dt 
initiation, however otherwiſe common and ordinary, were yer dif- ow. 
ns'd with towards S. Baſi/, out of the great Reverence they had for ap. P:ot. cod. 
lim, as a Perſon- advanc'd beyond the Laws of ordinary Students. EXXX- ot 
At Athens he met with Gregory of Nazianzum, (who had ſometimes aur 
been his School-fellow) between whom there commenc'd ſo intimate & s- 
and dear a Friend{hip (there being between them a peculiar affinity 
in Temper, Study, and courle of Life) that nothing but their laſt 
breath could part them, they had the ſame Diſpoſition, Inclination, 
Deſign, and Emulation; and as Nazianzen *® adds, they ſeem'd to & tid. p. 335i 
have had but one Soul between them. One of the firſt Inſtances of 
Freedom and Familiarity, Nazianzen gave him upon this occaſion. 
Some Armenian Students (a cloſe and ſubtle People according to the 
Genius of that Nation) who had been his old Acquaintance and 
School-fellows, being vexd to be out-done by a Novice, one who had 
but juſt got on the Philoſophick Palium, came to him under pretence 
of Friendſhip, and falling upon him with captious and ſophiſtical 
Diſputations, endeavour'd at the firſt attempt to beat him down. But 
they ſoon found they were over-match'd ; whereupon Nazianzen to 
ſupport the Honor of the Univerſity, ſtruck in with them, and reliev'd 
their languiſhing ſide. But perceiving that *'twas not love to trath, 
but Favy and Emulation that inſpir'd them, he preſently deſerted 
then, and went over to S. Bf, and ſoon turn'd the Scale, For Baſ/ 
now {;:ed from {o able an Antagoniſt, tell ſo heavily upon them with 
his Arg1ments, that not able to abide the Shock, they were forc'd 
to retir2 with ſhame, and to leave him the full and abſolute Poſſeſſion 
of the Field. 
IV. FOR the DireCtion of his Studies, he chiefly applied himſelf 
to Himerins ® and Prohereſinvs, two of the moſt eminent Sophilſts at Ry” 
that time at Athens ; -men renown'd for Learning and Eloquence, and *: nag vg 
upon that account highly in favour with the Emperor J{;a»; the lat- | 
ter whereof was an Armenian i born, and for that reaſon had the 
Youth of Portus, Cappadocia, Bithynia, and the neighbor-Countries 
committed to his Care and Tutorage. He was greatly honour'd by 
the Emperor Conftans * , who ſent for him into Fraxce, and fet him * 14 121 
amongſt the Nobility at his own Table, and in a bravery ſent him to 
Rome, where he was honour'd with a Statue of Braſs in full Propor- 
tion, with this Inſcription, ROME T HE QUEEN OF CITIES 
TO THE KING OF ELOQUENCE. Under theſe Ma- 
ſters he very happily improv'd his time, though he ſoon you weary 
of the place !, which did not anſwer his Expectations, and was there- ' Naz.ub! ſupry 
fore wont to call Athens,uerbu uavageidp,an empty and vain Felicity, Agd * 37% 
.Indeed he had immediately turn'd his back upon it,had he riot been de- 
tain'd by the Arguments and Per{wafions of his dear Friend Vazianzes; 
for theſe two liv'd, ate and convers'd together, mutually grew up 
in all the Endearments of Kindneſs and Friendſhip, and equally prof: 
-per'd in Learning and Picty. With og would they keep company 
22h Fi 2 but 
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but the Meek and Humble, the Chaſt and Sober, whoſe Coriverfati- 
on was likely to make them better, Thoſe Parts of Learning they 
mainly inſiſted on, riot which were tnoſt pleaſant, bur moſt uſeful, 
and which were apteſt to miniſter to Vertue and a good Life. As for 
Feaſts, and Shews, and publick Solemnities, they wholly negleRed 
them, reckoning it honor enough to be, and to be accounted Chriſti. 
ans ; and though Athens es place, being the great Seat 
of Impiety and Idolatry, yet ſo far were they from being tempted, 
that they found themſelves rather confirm'd in the Truth of their Re. 
ligion, by what they dayly ſaw and heard. In ſhort, the courle they 
took, and the Improvements they made, caus'd them to be univer- 
fally taken notice of, ſo that they became the talk both of City and 
Country, their Fame ſpread it ſelf all over Greece and foreign Parts, 
where-ever their Tutors were known, they were mention'd, the 
Glory of the Scholars keeping pace with the Name and Reputation of 
their Maſters. | 

V. BASIL hadnow furniſh'd himſelf with all the Advantages 
which Athens could afford, the Ship was fraighted with Learning 
(to uſe his Ftiends ® Expreſſion) as far as humane Nature could con- 
tain ; and having thus got his lading, *twas time to think of return- 
ing home. Muc do he had to break looſe from the paſſionate in- 
treaties and Perſwaſions of his Friends, who vehemently urg'd and 
importun'd his ſtay ; but nothing went nearer to him, than the 
—_— his great Friend behind him ; the parting, though bur for a 
time, ſeem'd like the pulling of Soul and = aſunder. 1a his return, 
paſſing by Conſtantinople, as a place beſet with Snares and Temptati. 
ons, he went ſtraight for Aſia, and ſo to Antioch ; and this, I doubt 
not, he means by the Metropolis of Aſia, whither he tells = us, he 
haſtened after his return from Athens, for the ſake of thoſe excelleat 
things that were to be acquired there ; and the Church-Hiſtorians * _ 
it paſt all peradventure. Here he put the laſt hand to his more Police 
and Philoſophical Studies under the conduCtt of Libanive, who hence- 
forward entertain'd him as an intimate Friend, and beheld him with 
a moſt profound Veneration. And now he began topraQtiſe the Ora: 
tory, which he had hitherto learnd, and for ſome time ſerv'd the 


EF Forum?, and pleaded Cauſes, wherein he diſcharg'd himſelf with 


great applauſe. But he ſoon grew weary of this courſe, the divine 
Providence having deſign'd him for higher and nobler Purpoſes. Lay- 
ing aſide therefore the Profeſſion of Rhetorick, he betook himſelf to 
the Study of the holy Scriptures 1, and the Expoſitions of the Anci- 
ents, eſpecially the Comments of Origen, by reading whereof, he be- 
came afterwards ſo able to encounter and refute the Ar:ans, 

ſhew'd how little they (who ſo much pretended him to be on their 
fide) underſtood either him or his Opinions. In this Study he and 
Nazjanzen ſpent no ſmall time and pains, running through that _ 
man's Comments upon the Scripture, and noting what might be of 
more than ordinary uſe. Part of theſe Excerpr« are ſtill extant under 
the Title of Philocatia, conſiſting of Queſtions upon Scripture, with 
Solutions adapted out of Origex's Comments, and put together by 
theſe two learned men; a Copy whereof Nazz/anzen * ſent as an in- 
comparable Preſent to Theodore Biſhop of Tyana. But Baſil had not 


yet fufficiently ſeen the World, he had further Travels * to w_ 0, 
ors 
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lefore he could be fix'd id atly particular Station. He was 4 great 


—— 


admirer of E»/tarhias * an eminent Philoſopher of that time, for */i4- 34: i. 
whoſe fake he had chiefly left 4:hens; whom not finding in his own ? 377 O& Ep, 


Country, he went after him irito Syriz, where he underſtood that he 
was gone for Egypt. Thither he follow'd him, though he could not 
meet with him. However at A/exenariz and in other parts of Egypr, he 
convers'd familiarly with the Monks and Hermits,whoſe incomparably 
ſri and divine Courſe of Life he greatly admir'd; and afterwards co- 
pied out in his own PraQtice,and perhaps now it was that he contrated 
an acquaintance with the great Athanaſius, who about this time was 
forc'd to conceal himfelf in his Egypriaz Solitudes. A full year he 
continued in theſe Parts, if we may believe the Counterfeit Amphi- 
locius * , who adds, that in his return he overtook the Philoſopher 


79+ þ+ 149» 


« Ub; ſipf 


Eubulus * (perhaps he means Eyſt=thius) whoſe Diſcourſe and Convgr- F 155: 


ation he relates at large; theit coming to Antioch, and entertainment 
by Libenias;; their going to Jerſalem, and his being baptiz'd by Max- 
imus the Biſhop in the Rivet Jordan 3 with innumerable other Rela- 
tions, . which being never hinted by Boſi/ himſelf, nor juſtified by any 
concurrent Suffrage, and many of them in themſelves trifling and im- 
ble, I ſhall not here trouble the Reader with them. This only 
15 certain,that he ſpent ſonie conſiderable time both in Egypr, Paleſtineg 
Celoſyria, and + mm amongſt the devout and pious Aſceticks of 
thoſe Countries, and having accompliſh'd his Travels, came back and 
ſtled at Ceſare. 
VI. FULI AN was now advanc'd to the Empire, a Ptitice learned 
himſelf, and the great Patron of Learning in that Age. He had beeri 
acquainted with S. Baſi/, when Fellow-Students at Athens, arid not- 


withſtanding the difference in Religion (for J«l{ian had now openly | 


declard for Paganiſm) he wrote a Letter » to him, wherein wit 

great kindneſs and civility he invited him to Court, affuring him of 
an hearty and unfeigned Reception, and a Liberty of Diſcourſe, that 
for his conveyance, he might make uſe of the publick Carriages, and 
having ſtaid his own time, ſhould have liberty to .return at pleaſure. 
But notwithſtanding ſo obliging an Invitation, Baſ#/ refus'd to come 
at him; his Apoſtacy from Chriſtianity ſtuck in the good man's mind, 
and he talk'd ſome things, it ſeems, to the Emperor's diſadvantage ; 
whereupon after a vain Oftentation of the mildnefs and gentleneſs of 
his Temper, and the grandeut and magnificence of his —_— F - 
lian by a ſecond Letter * lets him know how much he reſented his 
Impudence, and the ill Charafter he had given of him, commanding 
him to ſend him athouſand pounds of Gold (every pound amounting 
to no leſs than XXXVI. /. of our Money) towards the Perſian Ex- 
pedition which he had then in hand, if evet he hop'd to enjoy his 
favour. A prodigious Sum, and which nothing can make it reaſon- 
able to believe he really intended ; though at that time he generally 
laid vaſt Taxes upon the Chriſtians, to furniſh him out for that War: 
Befil, nothing diſmay'd, return'd an anſwer , quick and pungent, 
that for the generons Ads he fo much talk'd of, they wefe inconſi- 
derable, and levell'd not ſo much againſt the Chriſtians, as himſelf ; 
that by his late carriage he had expos'd himſelf to the juſt Cenſures of 
wiſe menz and being ſeduc'd by wicked and malignant Dzmoiis, 
had exalted hinifelf againſt God and his Church , and was _ 
rorft 
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from all thoſe carly hopes, which his firſt excellent Eſlayes, whey 
they joyntly ſtudied the holy Scriptures at Athrzs, had once given of 
him; that for the ſum demanded, he had taken wrong Meaſures, 
in ——_— much of a poor Scholar, who had not Proviſions mg- 
derately ſufficient for one day, whole Houſe was a Stranger to the 
Arts of Cookery, and to Knives fſtain'd with blood ; a tew Cole. 
worts with Cruſts of Bread, and a little ſower vapid Wine being the 
coſtlieſt Proviſions ferv*d upat his Table. What other Letters paſg'q 
between theſe two great.men, is uncertain; *tis not improbable, but 
that they debated Matters of the Chriſtian Faich, whereof Jul:az gave 
this ſhort Magiſterial Cenlure Z3 Aptyvor, £1GV, YaTEY VV, what 70u 
have written, 1 have read, conſidered, and condemned ; whereto S. Baſil 
return'd this acute and clegant Repartee, ariy»ws, or £10; & ; v8 &yrus, 
o5% Ov 49-7ry165, you have read, but not underſtood ; for had you nnder- 
ſtood, your would not have condemn'd it, There is indeed the Fragment 
of an Epiſtle to Julian, extant * 1n the Ads of the ſecond Nicexe 
Council, wherein he gives the Emperor a bricf account of his Faith, 
and therein a moſt expreſs acknowledgment of the Invocation of 
Saints, and the Worſhip of Images. But both Phraſe and Matter ſo 
contrary to S. Baſis genuine _ and Doctrine, as ſufficiently pro. 
claim it to be Counterteit ; a paſſage not once mention'd by any Greek 
Writers of that or the following Ages, not by thoſe who were moſt 
zealous to aſſert thoſe DoEtrines, and took moſt pains to canvals the 
Writings of the ancient Fathers to defend them; nor was it ever 
heard of in the World, till mention'd by Pope Hadrian (the great 
Patron of Image-worſhip) in a Letter to the Greek Emperor, brought 
by his Legates to that Synod. Which alone were enough to caſt a 
damp upon it, ſeeing Hadrian is not wont to ſtick at any thing, even 
the moſt Spurious and Apochryphal Stories (whereof he gives other 
inſtances in that very Letter) that might ſupport and ſhore up his 
Cauſe. Hence the Paſſage is generally wav'd by the more wiſe and 
judicious Perſons of the Rowan Church ; and Baronins * himſelf, 
though he gravely produces the Paſſage, makes no advantage of it. 
An opportunity which he 1s ſeldom wont tolet flip, when he can with 
any tolerable face lay hold upon it. 

VII. I cannot take my leave of Juan, till I have obſerv'd what 
miſchief he did at Cſarea, where S. Baſil now abode. It was a great 
and populous City ©, and inhabited by vaſt numbers of Chriſtians; 
who being zealous of the Honor of their Religion, had heretofore 
pulPd down the two famous Temples of Jupiter and Apollo, and had 
very lately deſtroy'd (what alone remain'd) the Temple dedicated 
to the publick Genius of the City. This put Julia» out of all Pati- 
ence, to ſee Pagan Temples openly pulPd down, at the ſame time 
that he was earneſtly labouring to ſet them up. He was angry with 
the Gertiles of Ceſarea, that though few in number, they had not 
ruſl'd in as one man to defend the Temple, and ventur'd Lives and 
Fortunes in that Cauſe and Quarrel. Indeed ſome miſchief was 
done the Chriſtians 4, ſeveral of them being ſhin in the Hubub, and 
more had been ſo, had not the Governor carried it with an equal 
hand, ſometimes conveying the Chriſtians out of danger, ſometimes 
puniſhing ſome of the over-forward Geztiles, for which prudent Care 


and Moderation he was accus'd to the Emperor, and had died for i, 
but 
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but that at lalt Jxl/a was pleas'd to change the Sentence into Faniſh- 
ment. The Governor pleaded, that he had proceeded according to 
Law, that rhe number of the Gemz/c; was inconſiderable, and that 
it would have been a barbarous Cruelty, violently ro have fallen in 
upon fo great a Multitude ; the Emperor replied, what great matter, 
it one Getz: hand had diſpatch'd half a ſcore Galilcars, Next he 
preceded to call the City to account, whoſe Charter he took away, 
reducing ir into the rank of a Village, diſnominating it, and not ſuf- 
fering it ro bear the name of Ceſar, a Title which it had had eyer ſince 
the time of C/2udinr, being originally call'd Mazzs, from Moſoch Prince 
of that Country, afterwards Mazaca, He feiz'd upon the Treaſures 
and Revenues of the Churches, both within the City and withour, 
forcing them by Racks and Torments to diſcover them; and com- 
manding the ſum of three hundred | rg of Gold, that is, in our 
account ten thouſand and eight hundred pounds, to be immediately 
paid into the Exchequer. The Clergy he made to be entred upon 
the Muſter-Roll, to ſerve as Souldiers under the Governor of the 
Province, the moſt troubleſome and diſhonourable part of the Roman 
Militia ; the common People, with their Wives and Children, he 

t under Tribute, and lett them in the ſame Capacity with thoſe 
1n the Country Villages; ſwearing after all, that unlefs the Temples 
were forthwith re-built, he would utterly deſtroy, the Place, and not 
ſuffer a Gali/-4;: to wear an head upon his ſhoulders. And perhaps 
had been as good as his word, had not death happily taken him off, 
To be ſure S. Baſi/ had gone to ftaks, Vazianzen * exprelly telling us, 
that they two had the Honor of the Cyclops, to be reſerv'd laft to pu- 
niſhment, that at his return from Perpr, they might have fallen as a 
triumphant and magnificent Victim to his Deities. But the divine 
Providence mercitully prevented that, Jian himſelf being ſhortly 
after taken off by a violent death. 1know not whether it be worth 
relating, what the Author of the Alexandriap Chronicoy * reports , 
that the ſame night that Julian was ſlain, Baſil had a Viſion, wherein 
he ſaw the Heavens opened, and our bleſſed Saviour fitting upon a 
Throne, and calling aloud to S. Mcrcurixs, to go and kill Julian the 
Emperor, the great Enemy of Chriſtians. The Saint having receiv'd 
his Commiſkon, and being arm'd with a Coat of Male, immediately 
departed. Soon after returning, he gave our Lord an account, that 
according to his command J#/:ar was (lain. Baſi/ frightned with the 
noiſe, awakned in-ſome Canſternation, and going down to Church to 
Morning Prayers, calld his Clergy together, whom he acquainted 
with his Viſion, and that Julian was kilPd that night. They all beſought 
him to conceal it, the reporting it being a Matter of dangerous Con- 
ſequence. But my Author ſpoils the whole Story, by laying the Scene 
of it, while Bai! was Biſhop of Ce/ares, which he was not at this time, 
nor for ſeven years after Juliar's death. 
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His Afts from his entrance into Orders, till his return from his 
Pontick Solitudes. 


Baſil's firſt entrance into Eccleſiaſtick Orders. Euſebius ordain'd Biſhop 
of Czſarea; great Trouble and Diſſention about that Matter, Baſi 
quarrelld with by Euſebius, but defended by the Monks of Czfarea, 
His retirement to Neoczlarea ; and thence into the Wilderneſs, The 
delightful Situation of the place of his abode. Nazianzen ard others 
repair to him. The manner of their monaſtic Life, and ſtritt Devoti. 
07, Rates of monaſt ick D1ſcipline compos'd by Baſil. Hu Apuloge- 
tick to the People of Cxlarea for his retirement, and to vindicate hins- 
ſelf from the malicious Reflettions caſt upon him, and to eſtabliſh them 
in the Catholick Faith. His ereftting devout Societies both of men and 
women. His advice taken about things to be tranſatted in the Synod at 
Lampſacus. The notorious jugling of Euſtathius, and others of the 
Semiarian azd4 Macedonian Parties. A Reconciliation endeawoured 
between Euſebius and Baſil. His return importunately deſired, and 
why. An Agreement effetted by Nazianzen's Mediation. 


ito the Service of the Church by due and regular Approaches. 

For having for ſome time been Reader # in the Church of 
Ceſarea, he was next made Deacon * by Melctius Biſhop of Antioch, 
and afterwards advanc'd to the Order of Prieft-hood by his own Dio- 
ceſan, It muſt not be forgotten, that while he was yet Deacon, 
he was preſent at the Synod of Conſtantinople, holden in the end of 
the year CCCLIX. where he aſſiſted Baſ/ Biſhop of Ancyra, the Head 
of the Homoiouſian Party, againſt the Anomeans or Heterouſian Se, 
and though ſuperior to moſt in the Arts of ſpeaking; yet by reaſon 
of a natural baſhfulneſs and diffidenceghe declin'd publick Diſputations. 
After this he return'd home, and liv'd at Cſarea, chiefly converling 
with thoſe devout mortified men, who had form'd themſelves to a 
ſtri&t and monaſtick Courſe of Life. It hapned that the See of Ce- 


I. y Baſil in the mean time follow cloſe his Studies, and entred 


k Nets C:ut. fare fell void*, and great ExpeCtations were on foot about the 


XIX. in fun. 
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Choice of a new Arch-biſhop, the ſplendor and greatneſs of that See 
meeting with the warm Temper, and ungovernable Zeal of that Peo- 
ple, had put the City into an extraordinary Commotion about this 
Matter. Wearied at length, with mutual Diſſentions, they unanim- 
ouſly pitch*d upon one Erſcbizs, a Gentleman of chiet Note and Au- 
thority in the City, a man of a moſt pious Life, but a Lay-man, and 
as yet unbaptiz'd. Him they lay hold of, and though proteſting 
againſt it, by the help of the Guards, bring him to the Church, where * 
ſome neighbor-Biſhops were met in order to the EleQtion, deſiring 
(yea, and threatning too, if they were refus'd) that he may be forth- 
with baptiz'd, and ordain'd their Biſhop. The good Fathers ſaw 


there was no other way to allay the Storm, but to comply with the 
importunity 
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importunity of the People, who thereupon having firſt baptiz'd him; 
conſecrated, and plac'd him upon the Epiſcopal Throne. But no 
ſooner were they at liberty, but they began to diſown what they had 
done, and reſolv'd to reſcind the EleQtion, pretending it to be unca- 
nonical, and extorted by force and violence ; only Gregory, Nazian- 
zex's Father, Biſhop of Nazianzmm, a little Town in that Province; 
ſtood to it, and by all mearis labour'd to ratifie and confirm it. It 
made the Cale a great deal worſe, that Julian lay at this time at 
Ceſares, whither he was come to ſee Execution done upon that City, 
for the Riot made upon the Pazaz Temple; and it vex'd him not a 
little, ro ſee a Chriſtian Arch-biſhop thus zealouſly and rumultuouſly 
choſen under his very noſe, and a man too, whom he did not like: 
The Governor of the Province, who likewiſe ow'd Exſcbius an old 
grudge, for having taken a different Courſe, while imploy'd in the 
Adminiſtration of civil Aﬀairs, took advantage of the Emperor's re- 
ſeatment, and wrote Letters in his name to the ſeveral Biſhops, com- 
manding them with Menaces to repair thither , and manage the 
Charge againſt Enſebins. Amongſt the reſt, a Letter came to Gre- 
gory, the aged Biſhop of Nazianzum, who return'd this ſhort and bold 
anſwer, that in theſe Matters they were ſubje& to an higher Prince, 
whoſe Cauſe was now oppos'd, who would examine the EleQtion, 
which they had duly and regularly made; that in other things force 
and violence might be offered them, but that no man could hinder 
them from maintaining what they had legally and _ done; unleſs 
after all the reſt, they could make a Law, that men ſhould not take 
care of their own Aﬀairs. The Governor, though offended with the 
Freedom of the anſwer, yet admir'd the Wiſdom and Spirit of the 
man ;-and it ſo far prevaiPd, that the Emperor's diſpleaſure cooled, 
and no farther attempts were made in that Matter. 

IT. BUT though the Storm ſeem'd allay'd from abroad, yet did 
it not clear up into fair Weather at home. Enſcbius the new-ele&ed 


Biſhop took ſome occaſion to fall out with Baſi/!, and though other: » 14.0rat. XX, 
wiſe a very good man, yet in this fell ſhort of the ordinary Rules #- 33% 


both of Prudence and Religion. He was himſelf obnoxions upon the 
account of his late EleAion, not ſtrictly warrantable according to the 
ſtanding Laws and Canons of the Church ; he had to deal with a 
Perſon of a great name, and an unqueſtionable Reputation, and who 
by his Authority and Influence was able to ſteer a Party which way 
he pleas'd ; beſides, there were fome MWe/tern Biſhops (probably Lu- 
cifer of Calaris, and Euſebins of Vercelle) at this time at C.eſarea, who 
took in with thoſe that were moſt zealous for the Catholick Intereſt, 
Nor did Baſi/ ſtand alone in this Matter ; the Monks of Ceſare, over 
whom he preſided as their DireQor and Governor, preſently eſpous'd 
their Maſter's Quarrel, and finding E»ſcbius unreaſonable in his Ex- 
ceptions, and obſtinate in his Reſolutions, withdrew from all Com- 
munion with him, and drew a great part, not only of the common 
People, but of the Magiſtrates, into the Separation. Things ripen- 
ing thus faſt into an open breach, Baſi/, who was at a loſs, how to 
behave himſelf in this diſ.junfture of Afﬀairs, out of a great regard to 
the Peace of the Church, thought it beſt, at leaſt for the preſent, to 
retire into the Wilderneſs, wherein he was not a little ſway*d by his 
own Inclination, to embrace the —p "HM of a private Lite, _ 
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__ divine Converſes, and thoſe real advantages for conquering the World, 
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and ſubduing the Power of vitious and inordinate Appetites, which 
a noiſe and a crowd were never likely to afford. 
*Yii.Ex.LX/ III, THE firſt place he went to, was Nevceſarea", the chief 
ho City of Poxt#s, which had been the place of his Education, where 
he had much acquaintance, and enjoy*d the Converſe of excellent 
men, and finding it a place fit for a contemplative Life (being ſituate 
in the more wild and deſert parts of the Country) ſtay'd here a long 
time, But wearied at length with the troubleſome Interruptions of 
Society, he withdrew into the adjacent Wilderneſs, where he fix'd 
*}. Fz. XIX. his Station in the Mountainous parts*, near the bank of the River 
7 ty "4 Iris, a famous River, which ariſing in the Mountains of Armeniz, 
141.C.& X;/, Tuns through the middle of Poptns, and empties it felt into the Exx- 
de vit, Macyin. je Sea, The place he made choice of, was naturally fitted for all the 
POS Advantages of Solitude and Contemplation; it was a high  oun- 
tain, cloath'd with a thick ſhady Wood, and watered on the North 
with cool and Cryſtal Springs that ifſued from ir. At the foot of 
the Hill was a fruitful Valley, the Verdure and Fertility whereof, was 
not a little owing to thoſe _ Streams that flowed from the reigh- 
boring Hills ; as for its quietneſs and ſecurity, it was beholden to the 
Woods, variegated with all forts of pleaſant Trees that encompaſs'd 
it, Nature had form'd it intoa kind of Penixſala, and fortified it with 


Bullworks on every ſide ;. two parts of it were ſecured by deep and 
unapproachable Vallies; a third by the River, which falling from 
a Precipice, was a ſure Wall on that ſide ; on the other was a ragged 


and naked Rock, which joyning to the Valley, cut off all Avenues 
that way. There was but one Paſſage to it, and that too ſecur'd by 
thoſe who liv'd within. It was on the moſt prominent part of this 
Mountain, that S. Bſi/ fix*d his Cell, whence there was an eaſie and 
delightful proſpett both into the Valley below, and upon the neigh- 
bor River, which flowing with a quick rapid Stream , and daſh. 
ing it ſelf againſt the Rocks that oppoſed its'paſſage, at once gratihed 
both the Eye and Ear. Nor wanted there other Divertiſements to 
thoſe, who were deſirous to entertain themſelves with innocent Plea- 
ſures. For as the River afforded plenty of excellent Fiſh, and the 
adjoyning Hills conveniency for Sport and Game ; fo the Birds from 
the Woods charm®d the Ear with untaught Muſick, while the Eye 
was raviſhtd to look down and behold the Plains over-ſpread with a 
natural Tapeſtry of Herbs and Flowers. But the greateſt advantage 
of the place, was its Solitude, being perfeCtly remote from all Com- 
pany, not a man ſeen that way,. unleſs when Hunting by chance 
brought them thither, and that not in queſt of Beaſts of prey,Wolves, 
Lions, &c. (for with ſuch the place was not infeſted) but of Deer, 
will Goats, and ſuck-like peaceable and harmleſs Creatures. 

IV. THE good man was infinitely ſatisfied with the place of his 
Retirement, and wanted nothing to compleat his happineſs, but the 
company of his dear Friend Vaz/anzez, whom he oft invited to come 
thither to him; Inone of his Letters he elegantly deſcribes his tortu- 

 FpiÞl. VIL.; nate Iſlands (as Naz#anzen calls them?) laying before him all the 
P- 770. wild inartificial Pleaſures of the place, and the great Advantages it 


miniſtred to Piety and Contemplatron., Which Naz/anz*n - his 
an{wer 
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anſiver 4 with a great deal of witty Eloquence retorts upon him, turn- + 14id. 


ing all the Paſſages of his Letter into Sport and Merriment. But 
having after ſome time broken looſe from thoſe Aﬀairs that detain'd 
him, over he goes to him, arid joyful, we may be ſure, was the meet- 
ing of thoſe two dear Companions, whole Jnclinations, Studics, and 
way of Lite ran both in the ſame Channel. But though ſo mutually 
converſant with cach other, yet they liv'd apart in difterent Cells, as 
is plain from Nazianzer's Epiſtle to Amphilocings * , one of the pious 
Inhabitants of that place. Indeed Baſi/'s Company and courſe ot Life 
quickly drew others into thoſe parts, who flying from the Noiſe and 
Troubles of the World, did after his Example, give up themſelves to 
the Severitics and Mortifications of a retired Life. He had in his 
Travels, with great Complacency, obſerv*d * the ſtritneſs praftis'd 
by the Monks and Anchorets 1n Ezypr and Paleſtine, whoſe Rules and 
Inſticutions he reſolv'd to ſet on foot at his return. And meeting at 
Ceſarea, with ſome ready diſpos'd to a monaftick Life, he joyn'd him- 
ſelf to them, till being forc'd thence, he now again reviv'd the De- 
ſign, in a place much more opportune and convenient for it. Great 
pumbers flocking thither, they ſoon grew up into Religious Societies, 
ſpending "their time * in ſinging Palms, in fervent Prayers, devout 
Meditations, reading and expounding the holy Scriptures, and the 
conſtant Exerciſes of Piety and Vertue. And what hours were bor- 
rowed from the Offices of Religion, were laid out in bodily Labors, 
felling Wood, or digging Stones, in ſetting Trees, planting and water- 
ing Gardens, an Imployment which at once afforded. both Mainte- 
nance and Recreation. And becauſe no courſe of I ife can be man- 
aged without ſome fix'd Laws and Conſtitutions, he advis'd with 
Nazianzen about drawing up particular Orders to be oblſerv'd in the 
monaſtick State, which they torm'd into Rules and 


Canons, and for the benefit of Poſterity as well as , Tis amv aperi; x, bg ntir; 


1 'nnhon? __ "mY 2291s YyeuTTUS » 4% navovonu 
the preſent Age, committedand conlign'd to writing. Srenenibes. bo 3 a of 


Some ſuch thing he had been hammering at his firſt Tag2worws,y nt tyycops hamiy- 


coming into the Wilderneſs, as appears by his * Letter #7 45 mouy wi aidvny hos 
- b gevite, Oc id. in Baſ, Orat. XXe 


to Nazianz' upon that Subjet, wherein he acutely 358. 

ballances the Advantages and Diſadvantages both of _ * Baſ £1. p. qt. 
a civil and retired Life, and gives many excellent Di- 

reions neceſſary to be obſerv'd by thoſe who embrace a ſolitary and 
alcetick Life. Theſe were the firſt Rules of monaſtick Diſcipline 
that were eſtabliſh'd in the Exfter» Church, and from hence were 
deriv'd the ſeveral Conſtitutions of all thoſe Religious Orders, that 
afterwards over ran the Church. 

V. S. BASIL had now leaſure to look about him, and to re- 
member his Friends at C.z/area. They had greatly reſented his depar- 
ture from them, and had carneſtly written to him to return. But in- 
ſtead of that, he ſends them an Apologetical Epiſtle ®, wherein he 
excuſes his retirement, and begs their forbearance for a time, /this 
courſe of life being not only agreeable to his humor, but highly ule- 
ful to the Purpoſes both of Piety and Study) and cautions them to 
beware of the Inſinuations of Impoſtors, leſt, like the Shepherds of 
the Phi/itines, they privily ſtop'd up their Wells, and muddied the 
pure Catholick Dodrine profels'd amongtt them: And becauſe the 
Dottrine of the holy Trinity was then mainly ſtruck at, he ſpends 
Gg 2 this 


a 


—_ 


e rpilt, NIL 
p+ 77%» 


LXXIX. p.140+ 


t 1d. NatQ EG 
IX. Þ. 774» 


w Fp. CXKLY 
þ. 153, 


228 


The Life of SC BagSTL. 


the far greateſt part of that Apologetick in aſſerting the Deity of the 
Son of God, but eſpecially in proving the Divinity of the holy Ghoſt; 
But the good man, though delirous of nothing more than an undi- 
ſturb'd quiet Life, found that even the Solitudes of the Wilderneſs 
could not afford it. He had ſhifted his Scene, but had not chang'd 
his State : he had fled from Ceſarea to avoid Noiſe and Contentign, 
and he now met with Vexations and Inquietudes nearer hand, My 
ſonins Biſhop of Neoceſarea was lately dead, and the People was paſſi- 
onately deſirous to have Baſil for his Succeſior. But the Sbellzan Fa- 
Qion 1n that City, knowing how much it imported their Cauſe to 
exclude ſo zealous a Defender of the Catholick Faith, ſtrongly op- 
posd the EleCtion, and that they might leſſen his Reputation with 
the People, loaded him what. they could with odious Imputations, 
They charg'd him with Innovations in Matters of Religion, that he 
had ſet up Monachiſm, and had introduc'd a new way of finging 
P/alms into the Church, that he was a proud and ambitious man, 
and had importunately attempted to intrude himſelf into the Neo. 
ceſarean See ; that he had deſerted the DoQtrine of their Anceſtors, 
and eſpecially departed from the Faith of the Great S. Grezory, the 
firſt Biſhop and Founder of their Church, whoſe Doctrine they pre- 
tended to be the ſame with theirs. News hereof coming to him, he 
immediately prepares for his defence, not to promote his Intereſt, 
bur to vindicate his Credit. To which end. he writes {ir{t to the 
Presbytery, and then to rhe whole Clergy of that Church *, wherein 
having modeſtly reprov'd them for their unkindneſs to him. their 
credulous aſſent to the Slanders of thoſe who by ill Arts laboured to 
undermine his Reputation ; and having warn'd them cf the corrupt 
Do2mata, and bad Deſigns of the Sabe//razx Teachers ; he particularly 
anſwers the Crimes objeQted to him. That for his forming men into 
a monaſtick Life, wherein having renounc'd the World, and all its 
ſecular Cares and Intereits, they might the more cloſely attend the 
Duties of Picty and Devotion, he was ſo far from looking upon it as 
his fault, that he thought it to be his Glory, and the great buſineſs 
of his Life. Though he was not the firſt Founder of ir, the thing 
being practis'd in Egypt, Paleſtine, and elſewhere hy Perſons, in com- 
ariſon of whom, he and his Brethren were bur Children. Nor could 
he conceive how Perſons could be better imploy*d, than by faſting 
and abſtinence, to crncifie the Fleſh with its 4{fections and Luſls, to get 
above the care and ſolicitnde about Cloaths and Diet, day and night 
to converſe with Heaven by Prayers and Praiſcs, and to labor diligent- 
ly with their own hands, that they might have to give to them that 
wanted. For the new way of Pſ/almody which he was charg'd to 
have brought in, it was no other than wFat was now praQtis'd in moſt 
parts of the Chriſtian Church, the People rifing before day, and go- 
ing to Church, where having made their Conteſſions and Prayers to 
God, they procecded to ſinging Pſalms, in which holy Exerciſe the 
Quire being divided into two parts, mutually anſwered one another ; 
the Preceator beginning, and the reſt following after ; that thus im- 
ploy*d, they held on till Morning, when they joyntly ſung a Pſalm 
of ConfeTion unto God, and each one made Profeffion of his Repen- 
tance. And that if this was a fault, they muſt blame the Pious and 
good men in Egypt and Libya, and Thebais, in Paleſtine, Arabia, Phe- 
nicid, 
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nicis, Syria, and where not ? That he ſhould affe& the Epiſcopal 

Throne, was, he tells them, a moſt falſe and groundleſs Infinuation, 

wherein they might fatisfie themſelves from his carriage many years 

ago, when the primemen of their City were ſent to him, to invite 

him to an honorable Office amongſt them, and to which he wanted 

neither encouragement nor importunity, but had utterly refus'd it. 

And could they think he would now thruſt himſelf upon them, who 

had heretofore ſo obſtinately rejected their Invitation ? Laſtly, as to 

his DoQrine, 'twas ſound and orthodox; and whereas the Sabclian 

Party ſheltered themſelves under the pretended Authority of S. Gye- 

2ry, and made a great noiſe with a particular Expreſſion in his Wri- 

tings looking that way, he ſhews them that paſſage had not been con- 

fiderately delivered by him as a point of DoGrine, but had fallen 

from him in the heat of Diſputation, when warmly engag'd in dif. 

courſe with 41:4» the Gentile, the deſire of gaining whom, made 

him leſs accurate and critical about words,not nicely conteſting about 

lefſer things, that he might reach the main Concluſion, Which oc- 

calioned his uſing many other Phraſes in that diſcourſe, which how- 

ever lincerely meant, were yet capable of being itretch'd by men of 

perverſe minds to a bad Sence; that the paſlage it ſelf rightly ex- 

plain'd, was ſound and warrantable, and that for the main of the 

Cauſe, there was enough in that great man's Works, to clear the 

Matter beyond all Exception ; and that Sabelliani/pz: had heretofore 

been ſilenc'd by the force of that Doctrine that he had: preach'd 

amongſt them. Concluding his whole Apology with a ſerious Ad- 

monition, to beware of theſe mens Inſinuations, which however 

gilded over with fair pretences, did yet convey the moſt mortal 

Poyſon. : 

VI. WE: may not ſuppoſe this excellent Perſon meerly cloiſter'd 

up in his private Cell, he had a more active and comprehentive Piety, 

making frequent Excurſions Y into the Province, preaching both in » r.f4.1.2.c.51 
Cities and Villages, till by his warm and zealous Diſcourſes, he had - 248- 
thaw'd the dull and frozen Temper of that People, and had kindled 

in them a brisk and generous ſence of Religion, ſo that Societies were 

every where ereCted both of men and women, who gave up them- 

ſelves to Prayers, Pſalms, and the perpetual Intercourſes of Devoti- 
on; Hoſpitals founded for the Poor, and endow'd with competent 
Proviſions, ſo that the whole Country ſeem'd to put on a new face. 
He was imploy'd in theſe and ſuch-like Exerciſes , when a Synod 

being conven'd'at Lampſacus, a City ſtanding upon the Helleſport, 
near the mouth of the Propontis, Exſt athius * Pilhop of Sebaſt+a, and « pit prift; 
ſome others going thither, came to Exſinoz, whither they ſent for Lxxixp.1qr, 
Baſil, (for that they invited him to go with them to the Synod, I ſee 
no neceſſity with Barons * to afirm) where they diſcours'd him « aq Ann.36 5. 
upon ſeveral Arguments, and took his judgment in Writing, as a #- 174: 
Perſon accurately vers'd in the Controverſies. of that time. The Sy- 
nod was chiefly (if not intirely) managd by the S-22iarian, and by Sor. 1.4. c. 4. 
the Macedonian Party (however $oz9men by miſtake ſayes, they were ?: on eb 
Catholicks) who condemn'd the Confeſſion of the Arian Synod of I och 
Ariminum, ratified by Endoxius and his Party in the Convention at p. 559. &c- 
Conſtantinople, a little before the death of Conſtantins, and eſtabliſhed 
that agreed upon in the Council of Aztioch (wherein the Conſubſtan- 
tiality 
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tiality of the Son, was neither affirm'd nor denied) and which had 


been lately ratified in the Synod at Seleucia. Aﬀter two months <efſi. 
on they brake up, and gave the Emperor an account of their Syaodal 
Tranſactions, . and ordered a Legation to the Biſhops of the Wes 

which was committed to Eſt athizes of Sebaſt ia, Sylvanus of Tarſks, 
and 7 heophilns of Caſtabila, who as ſoon as the Wars then on foot 
would give leave, put themſelves upon their Journey. Coming to 
Rome they gave out themſelves tor perfect Catholicks, and zealous 
Defenders ot the Niceze Faith, and by that means procured Letters 
Peace from Pope Lz#berizs, proteſting in the Libel + they delivered to 
him, that they did heartily embrace and maintain the Catholick 
Faith, agreed upon inthe holy Synod of Nice, with the To 0puguo1oy, 
or word Conſubſtantial, pioutly added to it in Oppoſition to the per- 
verſe DoQrine of Arins; that they did, ever had, and ever would 
hold this Faith ; that as for Arivs, and his impious Opinions, they 
eondemn'd both him and them, with all his Adherents and Followers, 
and whatever Se&s were contrary to the holy Catholick Faith of 
Nice, more particularly the Confeſſion that had been aſſented to in 
the Council of Ariminwm. To this they annex'd a Copy of the Vi. 
cene Creed; which they ſubſcrib'd both in their own name, and in 
the name of the Perſons by whom they were ſent, profeſſing they 
did it freely, and of their own accord. From Rowe they went for 
Sicily, where a Synod being allembled, by the ſame Arts of Diſſimu- 
tation they gain'd their conſent and communicatory Letters. Hence 
in their return they paſs'd through 11hricxm, where in a Convention 
of-Biſhops aſſerabled on purpole, they procur'd alſo their Letters, 
teſhtying their Agreement and Conlent with them in the Fa ith. Thus 
loaded with Letters and Synodal Determinations, they came back 
into the Eaſt, and at Tyan: a City in Cappadocia, ſituate at the foot of 
Mount Tavrss, found the Biſhops of that —_ (among{t whom 
were Enſcbius of Ceſarea, and Gregory the aged Biſhop of Nazianzum) 
met in Synod, to whom they delivered their Teſtimonial Letters, and 
profeſs'd their embracing the Vzcex: Faith, Which was receiv'd and 
publiſh'd with univerſal applauſe and Approbation, and Euſtathins 
thereupon reſtor'd to his See. 

VII. TO this Synod it was (as Baronins will have it) that Beſt 
wrote, acquainting them with his peaceable Deſires and Inclinations, 
and that thereupon they mediated a Peace between him and Er/cbius, 
a chief Member, and in all Iikelyhood (it being in his Province) Pre- 
ſident of the Synod. The Epiſtle is ftill extant < with this Inſcripti- 
on, TH BOYAH TYANNON, #0 the Senate or Conncil of Tyana,where- 
in he does indeed in general Terms expreſs a paſſionate delire of Peace ; 
but that this ſhould be written to the Synod aſſembled there, and that 
upon this particular occaſion, neither the Title, nor body of the Epi- 
ſtle do neceſſarily inforce us to believe. But however this be, *rtis cer- 
tain that about this time great endeavors were us'd to heal the breach, 
and to recover this good man back into his Country. The People of 
C.-ſarea were infinitely defirous- of his return, and the necc{ſities of 
the Church did loudly call for it. For the Aria» FaQtion encourag'd 
by rhe favor of the Emperor Yates, carriedall before them, and taking 
the advantage of his abſence, had been very bulie in their attempts 


upon Ceſarea, Enfcbius the Biſhop was a good man, bur having been 
imniegdately 


oy 
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immediately advanc'd from the civil Tribunal to the Epiſcopal Throne, 
was but little vers'd in Theological Studles, eſpecially the nice Con- 
rroverſies of that Age. The Ar:/ans were not 10 be told what uſe to 
make of this, it be1og that which mainly gave encouragement to the 
bold and brisk endeavors of that ſubtle Sect, which had not fo ſucceſs- 
fully ſpread its plumes, had Baſi/ been at home to encounter them, 
whom all knew to be a no leſs reſolute,than dextrous Champion of the 
Catholick Cauſe. This made his return importunately deſir'd on all 
hands ; though the main Spring of the Motion was his dear Compa- 
nion Nazizzzez, who had ſome time ſince been forc'd to quit the 
Pontick Solitudes, to relieve the Infirmities of his aged Father. He 


dealt eFetually with Erſcbizs 4 about this Matter, whom he treated * NezFp.XX, 


with that plain and downright freedom, that the man was angry, 


p.783. vid. Ep. 
CLXIX. &f 


and reſented it as an Atfront, for which the other Apologizes with a cLxx. 


ſubmiſs, but yer becoming Liberty, abating nothing ot his earneſt 
Interceſion. He thank*'d him for the Reſoett and Honor he was 
pleas'd to put upon himſelf, but withall told him, he could not well 
bear the Injury he had done his dear Friend Baſi/, the intimate Partner 
of his Life and Studies, whom he lovd and regarded above all other 
men; that therefore to honor him, and diſ-reſpe&t his Friend, was to 
ſtroke a man's head with one hand, and ſtrike him with the other ; 
or to trim, and beautifie the Walls of the Houſe, while a man is dig- 

ing up the Foundations ; thar it was hiSTequeſt, which he earneſtly 
Grohe him to comply with, to attord Baſi/ a better place in his 
eſteem and favor, engaging for him on his behalf, as a moſt reaſon- 
able return, a Correſpondent Reverence, and Regard. The Medi- 
ation it ſeems took effet, Erſcbizs reraitting his {nel and obſti- 
nacy, and ſhewing himſelf forward to an amicable: Reconciliation ; 
which he aſſur'd him, he would by Letter intimate to Baſi/, and 

aceably invite him to return, An account whereof Nazianzem < 
immediately tranſmitted to Baſi/, and withall advis'd him to prevent 
the Biſhops kindneſs, either by his preſence or Letter, or rather to 
write firſt, and then follow himſelf, that ſo he might ſeem rather to 
conquer than be overcome : That the Srate of the Church at that 
time did no leſs beſpeak him to haſten his return; Hereſie was broken 
in upon them, Confuſion had over-run every place, and the Storm, 
*twas fear*d, likely to grow worſe, and Truth in danger to be rooted 
up,unleſs ſome ſuch able Champion were forthwith | in to their 
relief and ſuccor ; that if he deir'd it, he himſelf was ready to come 
to him to ſettle his Aﬀairs, and condut him home. Accordingly he 
went, and found it no hard matter to per[wade him to return, the 
miſerable Condition of the Church having made a very deep Impreſſi- 
on npon his mind ; he ſaw *twas now high time to lay aſide private 
Grudges, and to look to the common Tranquility and Safety. 
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BEET. ML 
His Afts from his return, till bis being made Biſhop of Cxſarea; 


His attivity after his returning, in reforming Abuſes, and diligent afſif. 
ing the Biſhop in the Government of the C hurch: His zncomparable 
Charity in a time of publick Famine. His care of mens Souls as will 
as Bodies, His Conftancy againſt the Attempts of the Arian Governor, 
The death of Euſebius, BaſiPs - +> to avoid the Biſhoprick. His Eledi- 
on to it, promoted by the effettual Inſtance and Recommendations of Na- 
z1anzen, and his aged Father, The time of his Ordination to that See, 
His advancement congratulated by Nazianzen. 


to redreſs the evil State of things at Ce/arca; where diffe- 

rences had ariſen, he endeavoured to compoſe them ; where 

breaches had been made, he repair'd them ; his dayly Study and Pre. 
paration was, how to attack the Enemy, whom he fo ſucceſsfully 
aſſaulted at every turn, that he foon drove them quite out of the 
Field: Aſſiſted in theſe'Conflitts by his old Companion, who was to 
him as Barnabas to Parl (as he modeſtly ſpeaks of himſelf) a Co- 
adjutor in this great Work, wherein he thought it honor enough to 
be a ſecond to ſo great a Champion. And that the World might ſee 
that he was perfectly reconciPd, and retain'd no reſentment upon ac- 
count of the harſhuſage he had met with, he carried himſelf towards 
his Biſhop with a moſt profound obſervance, whoſe late unkindneſſes 
he extenuated, and repreſented them only as a Device and Artifice 
of the Devil, who envied the happineſs of their Concord ; notwith. 
ſtanding which, he ſhewed how well he underſtood, how readily he 
could comply with the Laws and Canons of the Church. He was at 
hand in all Inſtances of Canonical Obedience, he was to the Biſhop 
an Impartial Monitor, a faithful CouncelJor, a diligent. Co-adjutor, 
wor 14 in Preaching) a dextrous manager of buſineſs ; he was, in 
ort, the ſtaff of his Age, the ſnpport of his Faith, the guide of his 
Family, and the Agent of his Aﬀairs abroad ; ſo that though he was 
below the Chair, yet the Reins of Eccteliaſtical Government were 
lodg*d in his hands. Erſebizs govern'd the People, and Baſil Euſcbins, 
who was content to ſhine by that luſtre, which the others wiſe and 
prudent Adminiſtration of Aﬀairs did refle& upon him. Where the 
Caufe of the Church), or of common Equity was concern'd, he fcru- 
pled not, freely to addreſs himſelf to the chiefeft Magiſtrates in the 
City, took up Differences amongit neighbors with ſo much imparti- 
ality, that his Deciſions took etfe&t, as if they had been ratified by 
Law. He was a common Advocate for the Poor, whoſe Right he de- 
fended, and whoſe Wants he relieved both of Soul and Body ; by 
his means Proviſion was made for their Maintenance, Hoſpitals ereQted 
tor the entertainment of Strangers, DireQicns given for the Educa- 
tion of devout pious Virgins ; ſometimes he was raken up in forming 


Rules for thoſe who engagd in a Monaſtick Life, and theſe celirerct 
bon 


I. T HE firſt thing he did after his return, was to ſet himſelf 
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both by word and writing ; otherwhiles in compoſing Forms of pu- 
blick Prayer, andin reducing the ſeveral parts and places of Divine 


Worſhip, into decency and order, 


Il. HE was thus imploy'd, when an opportunity of expreſſing the 
moſt generous Piety and Charity preſented it ſelf. Several Calami- 
ries had of late afflicted the Eaſter» Parts, Azn. CCCLXVIL fell 


great StOrMs ® of Hail, of that unuſual bigneſs, that they were like 
Stones ; which beſide other miſchief, deſtroy'd the Lives of many. 
A Judgment ſome thought, {ent by Heaven, tor the Emperor's ba- 
riſhing ſo many pious Bilhops, who had retus'd to communicate 
with Endoxius and his Crew. The next year happened vaſt Inunda- 
tions, and terrible Earth-quakes, and theſe follow*'d by a dreadful 
Famine, which as it [pread in orher parts, forag'd principally in Cap- 
adeciz, At Ceſarea ® was the greateſt Dearth that had been known 
inthe Memory of man, and being an in-land City, was not capable 
of thoſe foreign Supplies, which Yarirmz Towns are furniſh'd with. 
Ir added to the publick Calamity, that what Stores there were, the 
Corn-Merchants kept up, and in_ deſpite of the ſevereſt Threatnings 
of God, and the common Principles of Humanity, would not part 
with, bur-at exceſſive Rates. In this evil Cale Baſi/ beſtirred himſelf, 
he plied the Rich with unwearied Arguments and Perſwaſives, till he 
had firſt opened their Hearts, and then their Purſes; and having made 
himſelf Maſter of their Treaſures, he freely dealt his Bread-to the 
Hungry : The Poor, and thoſe who were even ftarv'd to death, Per- 
ſons of all Ranks, Ages, and Sexes, he gathered into one place, di- 
ftributing Vituals to them according to their ſeveral Neceſhties, 
which he, and others by his Example, prepar'd and adminiſtred with 
his own hand, not diſdaining the meaneſt Office, whereby he might 
become uſeful to them. Nor was he wanting in Inſtances of the moſt 
real and perfe&t Charity, and to which he was conduRted by the 
more immediate Obligations of his Office. For at the fametime that 
he provided for the Bodies of the Poor, he took care eſpecially to 
feed their Souls, which {ec nouriſhed with the Bread of Angels, thoſe 
divine and heavenly Councils, which he liberally pour'd out upon 
them. The Ignorant he inſtructed in their Duty, the floathful he 
| to a life of Piety and Vertue, and his Diſcourſes made the 
per Impreſſion, by being preis'd home with fo charitable a hand. 
About the ſame time he was call'd off to a more difficult Service, to 
give trial of his Conltancy to rhe Truth. For /alens i the Emperor, 
puffed up with his late ſucceſs againſt the Gozhs, refolv*'d now by force 
to carry on the Arian Cauſe. In order whereuntro he made an Expe- 
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dition into Propontis, Galatis, Bithynia, and the neighbor-Provinces, ?-557- 


making havock of the Churches wherever he came, and was now 
come into Cappadocis, 1deſtus the Pretect came to Ceſarea. before 
him, where the firſt thing he did, was to ſet upon Baſi/, whom by 
all wayes he ſought to brinz over to the Party. He promis'd him 
upon his Compliance, the Emperor's favor, and that he ſhould be 
promoted to the Epiſcopal Sce (by which 'tis plain this was done, 
While he was yet Presbyter of that Church) but if he continued ob- 
inate, he muſt expe& the utmoſt EfteQs that a powerful diſpleaſure 
could bring upon him. Agaiaſt all which, the good man ſtood im- 
movable, fo that perceiving no good could be done upon him, the 
1 Ir Emperor 
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Emperor for that time departed, reſerving him to a ſharper Trial after. 
watds. 

IIL EUSEBIUS had now fat Biſhop ſomewhat more than 
 Nx.ubiſapre eight years when he was tranſlated to a better Life, expiring & his 
Rat laſt breath in Bſi/”s Arms, who ſtood by him and aiſted him in his 

laſt hours. The See thus vacant, Baſil was well aware that attempts 
would be made to place him in the Archiepiſcopal Chair. To. pre. 
yent which, he withdrew himſelf, probably under pretence of Indif. 

poſition. But becauſe he foreſaw what advantage the 4r:an Part 
would make, both ofthe Vacancy and his abſence,and that the Clergy 
of that Church had written to him, not to deſcrt them in ſo danger. 
ous a time, he diſpatch'd away Euſt:thivs the Deacon with a Letter! 
to Nazianzen, intreating him to concern himſelf in this Matter, and to 
lend his beſt affiſtance in the ſpeedy Election of a fit Paſtor for that 
Church ; that he had already an excellent Perſon in his Eye, whom 
if they could obtain, he made no doubt but *twould prove an accepta. 
ble and happy Choice. At the firſt News of his being Sick (for he 
» N:2.Fp Xx1. had ſent him word ®, that he paſſionately delir'd to ſee and ſpeak 
+ 764+ with him, and that he muſt make haſt, if ever he intended to ſee 
himalive) Nazianzen was extreamly afflicted, and prepar*'d imme. 
diately to go to him. But when he underſtood that all this was little 
more than a device to draw him to Ce/area, and that indeed the buſi. 
neſs was the Choice of a new Biſhop, he ſtop'd his Journey,and turn'd 
back. However he laid not aſide the Care of that place, but im- 
> Gre. wit. ploy'd all his thoughts *, and improv'd all his Intereſt to fix and ſet- 
* F'4 tle that Aﬀair ; and becauſe he knew there was none fitter than Baſs, 
he recommended him both by publick and private Letters, wherein 
he had the concurrent Advice and Suffrage of his Father, a man of 
* Inter Nez, Ep. great Eſteem and Reverence in thoſe Parts, in whoſe name he wrote » 
XXIL p.785- to the People of Cz/area, wherein he lets them know, that although 
he was Biſhop of but an inconſiderable See, yet his Age and Intereſt 
in the common Peace and Welfare of the Church, made him equally 

concern'd with any ; that the fixing a Biſhop in any Church, was a 

Matter of great weight, much more at Cezſarea, a place renowned for . 

its Dignity, Antiquity, Orthodoxy, and Unity, in all which ReſpeQs 

the Eyes of the Chriſtian World were from all Parts drawn upon it, 
like lines direQed from the Circumference to the Center; that for 
his own part, though they had invited him to the Conſultation, yet 
he fear'd his Age and Infirmities would not permit him to be there ; 
and if not, yet he thought himſelf obliged to ſupply by Letters the 
want of his Company. He doubted not but they would have plenty 
of excellent and worthy Perſons Candidates for the place, but that he 
knew none of the whole number comparable ro B:fi/ the Presbyter, 
a man of an exaQ Liſe, and admirable Learning and Eloquence, and 
in both reſpeQs the almoſt only Perſon capable to encounter the ſubtle 
and diſputing Hereticks of that time. Which he intimated to all 
both of the Clerical, and Monaſtical Order, and to all the Magiſtrates 
and Senators of the City, yea, to the whole Body of the People ; 
that if they agreed in this Propoſal, he was ready to give his Suffrage, 
Which he was aſſar'd was right and well grounded, and would ac- 
connt himſelf Spiritually preſent at the EleQtion, and would be the 


firſt chat ſhould lay hold upon the Perſon ; but if otherwile they jw. 
ceede 
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ceeded in this Matter (as heretofore they had done) by Cabals and 
Parties, by popular and tumultuary Elettions, _ might .do what 
e 


they pleas d, he would reſerve his Suffrage to himſelf. After this he 
wrote ? tothe lame effeCt to the Biſhops that were met there about 
this Matter, whom he gently chides for ſending him only a looſe and 
eneral Invitation, without any Intimation either of the time when, 
or the buſineſs they were to conſult about, as if they deſign'd on 
rpoſe to prevent his _ there, leſt he ſhould oppoſe their De- 
ſigns ; that for the thing it ſe 
{ons propos'd, according as their different Intereſt, Reſolutions, or 
Iaclinations lead them, but that he could not recommend any one like 
Baſil, either for the exemplarineſs of his Life, or the charms of his 
Eloquence, or his incomparable attainments in all parts of Virtue. 
If his weakneſs and infirmity of body were pleaded as a Bar to hinder 
him, they ſhould remember they were to chooſe a Biſhop, not an 
Athleta or Champion (where a ſtrong and robuſt Conſtitution was 
neceſſary) and that God was, able enough to ſtrengthen the infirm 
and weak. In this choice he would readily joyn with them, but if 
they proceeded with by-ends, and manag'd the Afﬀair with Parties 
ard Faftions,' *twas their own doing, and he ſhould rejoyce to have no 
hand in it. 

IV. NOR was the good old man content only to make the Pro- 
poſal, and thus freely and affeQionately to declare his mind, but 
knowing of what importance his preſence would be, he reſolv'd to 
80 4; he was ofa great Age, and ſtruggled with many inſupportable 
Infirmities and Diſtempers , but ſummoning together the whole 
ſtrength of Nature for ſo good a Work, he ſet forwards, being put 
into the Chariot, more like a Corps laid upon a Bier (as his own Son 
expreſſes it) than a man fit to undertake a Journey ; though God 
was pleas*d ſo far to reward his honeſt and induſtrious Zeal, that his 
Journey was fo far from impairing the little remainders of his Health, 
that he returned much more ſtrong and vigorous than before. When 
he came to Ceſarea, he found what he had all along foreſeen, the 
EleQion driven on with Heats and Animoſities, and eſpecially a great 
Party made againſt Baſi/, the whole 4-44» Tribe with all their petty 
Branches and Sub diviſions ſtrongly oppoſing his EleEtion, the Oppo- 
lition being chiefly managed by the Governors and great men of the 
Court-Party, who had drawn no ſmall number of the refuſe part of 
the City to their ſide. But truth and honeſty got the GI 
and the Choice fell upon B2ſi/, whom the Prelates ſolemnly conſe- 
crated to that See, which was done either Azz. CCCLXX. or the 
year following ; though Baronizes places it Any. CCCLXIX. and Do- 
rothews * of Mon:mbaſizs Ann. CCCLXXII or the IX**, year of YValen- 
tinian. No ſooner was the hurry over, but his Friend Vazianzern ſent 

im a Congratulatory Letter ©, wherein he acquaints him how hearti- 
ly herejoyc'd with himefor his eminent advancement 1n the Church, 
eſpecially at a time when it ſtood ſo much in need of ſuch a wiſe 
prudent Condu@t ; that he muſt not preſently expe&t his coming 
over to him, leſt it ſhould diminiſh his Reputation, and argue him 
guilty of Raſhneſs and Vanity, in a too halty, gathering his Friends 
and Followers about him, that he would come as ſoon as the Shadows 
of the Enyious and the Malicious were vanith'd, which he reckon'd 
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would be no more able to bear up long, than the Blind and the Lame 
at Jeruſalem, were to keep David out of the City. But the Oppoſiti- 
on did not ſink preſently, the great men, vex'd that they could not 
carry the day, gave him all the trouble they could in this new Scene 
of Afﬀairs,; nor wanted there thoſe about him, that ſought to make 
their ends of him to their own — This troubled the good 
man, whereupon Nazianzen backs his former with a ſecond * Letter, 
to encourage him to go on in deſpite of Envy and Oppoſition, and thar 
he did not fear that any thing would befall him, bur what would be. 
come a Philoſopher to bear ; that now was the time to ſhew himſelf, 
and to make known that Philoſophy which he had been ſtudying all 
his life ; hew eaſily he could conquer the Afﬀronts and Injuries of men, 
and how firmly he could maintain his ground like a Rock in the mid. 
dle of the Sea : That if *twere neceſſary, he would come over to him 
and affiſt him with his Counſel, if at leaſt he wanted it, (as what nee 
has the Ocean of Water ? ) But however to benefit himſelf in Learn- 
ing, Patience, and how to bear Contumelies and Reproaches with 
him. Accordingly ſome time after he came » , whom Baſi/ received 
with all the endearments of an intimate Friend, profer*d him the firſt 
place in the Presbytery, or the honor of an Epiſcopal Chair, which 
the other modeſtly declin'd, and that with mutual Content and $a- 
tisfaCtion. 


EEC TS... Ty. 


His Afts from his being made Biſhop, till the end of his Conteſt 
with Valens and the Governor at Czlarea. 


Valens hi arrival at Czſarea. Baſil ſummor'?d before the Arian Prefet. 
The Dialogue that paſs d between them, diſcovering his inflexible adhe- 
rence 80 the Catholick Religion. His great Vertue reported to the Em- 
peror, who admires the Ptety of their publick Devotion. His diſcourſe 
with him. His ſharp rebuke of Demoſthenes the Emperor*s Cook. 
The Arians earneſt for his Baniſhment. Valens unable to ſign the 
Warrant. Embracing the Catholick Faith propounded by him, 4s the 
beſt expedient for the young Princes recovery ; bus rejected by the Em- 
peror : The Child dies. Baſil honour'd by his Enemies. His Inter- 
ceſfion for the Catholicks at Nice, juſtified by a Miracle. The Sufferings 
of Euſebius Samoſatenus z7 defence of the Nicene Cauſe. His prohi- 
biting the People to refiſk Authority. His unfortunate death by the 
Arians. Baſils Troubles at Czlarea, for his protetting a Widow that 
fled for Sanftuary to the Altar. His undaunted Courage in that 
Afﬀair. 


I. E was as yet ſcarce warm in his Chair, when the Storm that 
had but lately blown over, return'd with more fiercenels' 
and violence than before. Yalens the Emperor, in purſu- 


ance of his great Deſign, to ſubdue the Eft to the DoQtrine of Aris, 
came 
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tame a ſecond time to Ce/ares, attended as before with Modeſtas the 
Pretorian Prefedt. Vex'd they were, that he had ſo = baffled 
their firſt attempt, and that ſince that he had been choſen Biſhop in 
deſpite of all the Intreagues they had laid, and the Intereſt they could 
ys againſt him. Ar their firſt arrival, he is ſent for before the 
Prefe&, and went more like one that was going to a Feaſt, than a Pri- 
ſoner to the Bar ; the Diſcourſe between them, paſs'd in this manner. 
MODESTUS. What's the matter Baſil, (for he vouchſafed. not 
to honor him with his Epiſcopal Title) that you preſume to oppoſe 
ſo great an Emperor, and that you alone carry your ſelf with ſo much 
obſtinacy above all the reſt? BASIL. What do you mean, Sir, 
what Arrogance do you ſpeak of ? For as yet I do not underſtand you. 
MO D. I mean _—_ refuſing to comply with the Emperor's Religion, 
when all others have ſtruck fail, and given up the day. B AS. Bur 
that's inconſiſtent with the Will and Command of my Soveraign 
Emperor ; nor can I be ever brought to worſhip a Creature, when I 
my ſelfam God's Creature ; or one that is a made God, when I my 
ſeif am commanded to become a partaker of the divine Nature. 
M®O D. And what then do you make of us? BAS. Nothing at all, 
as long as you command ſuch things as theſe. AO D: But tell me, 
don't you think it a great Honor to come over to us, and to have us 
on your ſide? BAS. I grant you to be Governors, and very illuſtrious 
Perſons, yet you are not greater and more honourable than God ; ?tis 
no ſmall honour to have you on our fide, but yet in the ſame capa- 
city with others, who are ſubjeQted to our Care and Charge. . For 
Chriſtianity is to be meaſur'd, not by dignity of Perſons, but ſound- 
neſs of the Faith. The Prefe&t was netledat this, and Paſhon grow- 
ing upon him, he ſtarted op out of his Chair, and ccanies in 2 
ſharper ſtrain. MO D. What then, are you not afraid of the Power 
we are arm*d with? B AS. What can happen? What can ſuffer ? 
MOD. Any one of thoſe many things that are within my Power. 
B AS. What are they, let us know ? Confiſcation of Goods, Baniſh- 
ment, Tortures, or Death? Or if there be any thing worſe than 
theſe, threaten that; for of theſe, there's none can reach us. MO D. 
How ſo? BAS. Heis not obnoxious to Conhſcation, . who has no- 
thing to loſe : Unleſs you want theſe old tattered Cloaths, and a few 
Books, wherein conſiſts my whole Eſtate. Baniſhmeat I regard nor, 
who am tied to no place ; I account not this Country, where I now 
dwell, my own ; and I can think any mine, where I ſhall be caſt : Or 
to ſpeak more properly, the whole Earth is God's, whoſe Pilgrim and 
Sojourner Iam. As for Tortures, what .can they do, where there's 
not a Body to bear them ? Set aſide the firſt blow, and there's no- 
thing elſe within your Power. And then for death, I ſhall eſteem it 
a kindneſs and benefit ; *twill but ſooner ſend me to God, for whoſe 
ake I live and aft, and to whom [ am in a great meafure dead, ha- 
ving of a long time been haftening thither. MO D. I have never 
yet met with a man ſo much unconcern'd, and that has talk'd at this 
rate of Freedom and Liberty. BAS. Perhaps you never yet mer 
with a true Biſhop, otherwiſe in like Circumftances he would have 
treated you in the ſame way that I have done. For, Sir, in other 
things we are peculiarly ſubmiſſive and humble, according to the 
Law of our Religion, far from proudly exalring our ſelves, 1 fay, - 
again 
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againſt ſupteam Authority, but any of the meaneſt and moſt Plebeian 
Rank. But when the Cauſe of God, and Religion is at ſtake, we 
overlook all things elfe, and fix our eyes only upon him. In ſuch 
Caſes, Fire and Sword, wild Beaſts; and Inſtruments to rake off the 
Fleſh by piece-meal, are a Pleaſure rather than a Torment to us, 
You may therefore reproach and threaten us, do your pleaſure, and 
uſe your Power ; let the Emperor know you cannot conquer us, for 
you ſhall never prevail with us to confederate with that impious Se; 
no, though you ſhould threaten worſe things than you have done 
yet. And as for the Advantage ” you propound to me, and the fa. 
vor of the Emperor, offer theſe things to Boyes and Children, who 
are wont to be caught with ſuch gaudy Paits ; the Profeſſors of true 
Religion will not betray one Syllable of divine Truth, in defence 
whereof they are ready in any way to ſacrifice and lay down their 
Lives. I highly value the Emperor's friend{hip, when I can have it 
with Piety, and the favor of Heaven, but without that, T look upon 
it as pernicious and deadly. Mod:/tzs told him, ſurely he was mad, 
I with (replied the other) I may be alwayes thus mad. Then he wag 
commanded to be gone, and to adviſe with himſelf what he would do, 
and return his anſwer to morrow,. threatnings being added, unleſs he 
complied. The good man anſwered ſhort, I will come again to mor- 
row, but the very ſame thatI am to day ; and for your part, alter not 
your Reſolution, but execute what you have threat'ned. 

H. THE Prefe& now plainly ſaw, that the man's Reſolution was 
impregnable, and though he appeard outwardly angry, could not at 
the ſame time but entertain a ſecret Reverence and Veneration for 
him. Whereupon having diſmiſs'd him, he went immediately to 
the Emperor, and told him, Sir, we are conquered by this one Biſhop, 
whom no Threat*nings can ſhake, no Arguments move, no Promiſes 
allure. Some timorous or mean Fellow may be wrought upon, but 
for this man; he muſt either be ſet upon by dire& open | or 
there can be no ExpeQations of his yielding. Yalens had ſo much 
Generoſity, as to admire Virtue in an Enemy ; and though he was 
aſham'd to deſert his Party, yet he commanded all rigorous Pro- 
ceedings againſt him, to be ſtaid, and ſought a fair occaſion to inſi- 
nuate himſclf into his good Opinion, which he attempted in this man- 
ner. It was now the time of the Chri/t-mes Solemnities, (the me Em- 
Gama, as Naziarzen, Or Ocogaria, as Nicephorus) and the Congrega- 
tion was infinitely throng'd, when the Emperor attended with a 
great Retinue, entred into the Church, where beholding the fre- 
quency of the Aſſembly, the Order and Decorum of the Service, the 
Majeſty and Gravity of the Biſhop, the Reverence and Devotion of 
the People, and taking notice of the Fervency of their Prayers, and 
the loud Harmony and Sprightlineſs of their ſinging Pſalmody, he 
was ſtruck with horror, as with a clap of Thunder and his Sight 
and Sences began to fail him. And when the time of Oblation was 
come, that according to cuſtom he was to mike his Offering (which, 
ſay ſome *, were Veſlels of Silver) at the holy Table, and perceiv'd 
that no body took it up, as not knowing whether Baſi/ would receive 
it, he began to tremble, and his Legs -to faulter, and he had un- 
doubtedly fallen to the ground, if one of the Clergy that ſtood next 


him, had not caught hold of him and kept him up. After this, he 
agaln 
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again came into the Church, and being admitted within the Vail, 
into the Diaconicon or Veltry, the good Biſhop diſcours'd to him at 
large concerning the Faith, which the Emperor heard with great 
Attention, and which Nazr7a»zen who then ſtocd by, profeſlſes he 
look'd upon as things immediately ſpoke from Heaven, and that he 
could not ſufficiently admire the Wiſdom and divine Philoſophy of 
thoſe Diſcourſes. At this intercourſe amongſt others of the Emperor's 
Train, was p:eſent one Demoſthenes (whom the two Gregories, Na- 
zianzen and /Vyſſex, elegantly call Nebuzaradan) Steward arid chief 
Cook of the Imperial Palace, who took upon him to interrupt Baſi/;and 
contradi&t him in rude barbarous Language, Whereat ſmiling, he 
told the Company, we have now ſeen an ignorant and illiterate Demo- 
ſthenes. The man thought himſelf affronted with the anſwer, and 
broke out into Menaces and ill words, to whom the other replied,your 
buſineſs is to dreſs Meats,and prepareSauces,but you cannot reliſhdivine 
Truths, your ears being ſtop'd up with the noifom Fumes and Vapors 
of the Kitchin. The Emperor however was not unpleas'd with the 
Converſe he had had, the edge of his fury being for the preſenc 
abated, and he had. a better opinion of Baſi/ and his Party than 
before. 

Ill. THE Arian Prelates that were about the Court, perceived 
the Emperor began to ſtagger, and therefore plied him with warm 
and importunate Councils, never giving over, till they had perſwaded 
him to baniſh Baſi/. And ſo (ure had they made themſelves of it, that 
the very night was appointed, and at hand for his Tranſportation ; 
the Chariot in readineſs, his Friends prepared to accompany him, 
his Enemies every where triumphing, nothing was wanting but the 
Emperor hand to the Warrant, which being brought to him toſign, 
he was not able to write one Syllable, the Pen breaking under Tis 
hand; he tried a ſecond and then a third, and ſtill had the fame ſuc- 
ceſs, whereat he was amaz'd, his hand ſhook, and a Conſternation 
ſeiz?d upon his mind, and catching up the Paper, tore the Warrant 
in pieces. The accident we may well ſuppoſe, ſoon fill'd every cor- 
ner with diſcourſe, and indeed was a great Inſtance of Heavens im- 
mediate appearing inthe good man's Cauſe, which wanted not at the 
fame time, other Teſtimonies from Heaven for its Vindication. Ga- 
lates ) the Emperor's Son was fſeiz'd with a malignant Feavor, 
which rag'd beyond all hopes of Life. /a/ens was infinitely afflicted 
with the young Princes ſickneſs, and in token of the deepeſt Grief 
and Paſſion, threw himſelf upon the ground. Phyſicians of the great- 
eſt Note are ſent for, whom the Emperor intreated to improve the 
utmoſt of their skill for his Son's recovery. But all in vain, the Di- 
ſtemper was not to be remov'd by Arts of Phyſick. The Empreſs 
Dominica was not only equally concern'd with her Husband, but had 
been troubled with frightful Dreams, whereby ſhe ſaid ſhe had been 
made to underſtand, that this Calamity had befatlen them for the 
injury that had been done the holy Biſhop. Hereupon 'twas con- 
cluded, that Baſil! ſhould be ſent for, and deſir'd to improve his in- 
tereſt with Heaven for the Princes health. But becauſe the Emperor 
was conſcious to himſelf, how much he had affronted him by the 
late Order for his Baniſhment, he would not dire&ly ſend for him 
in his own name, but committed it to ſome great men to manage. 
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Upon the firſt Intimation he came to Court, where the Emperor be. 
ſpoke him in this manner; if the DoCtrine of the Faith you profeſs 
be zrue, pray to God that my Child may not dye. Baſi/ replied, if; 
Sir, you'll entertain the ſame Faith that I do, and reſtore Peace and 
Unity to the Church, doubr not but the Prince ſhall recover. And 
indeed as ſoon as the Biſhop ſet his foot within the Houſe, the Diſtem- 
per began ſomewhat to remit. But the Emperor it ſcems lik'd not 
the Terms, to whom Baſi/ ſaid no more but this, then God's Will be 
done concerning him, and went out.” The Iflue was, the Ar:ay Bi. 
ſhops are call'd for, who pray'd over, and baptizd the Child, and he 
immediately died. Warn'd by which example, Modeſt: the Prefett . 
(who was at that time taken with a deſperate Sicknetfs) fenr for Baſz/, 
and with tears bewail'd his carriage towards him ; he told him, he 
was now ſufficiently ſenſible of his Error, beſeeching him to become 
inſtrumental for the recovery of his Health; which by his Prayers 
he regain'd, as he confeſs'd after upon all occaſions, not ceaſing to 
admire, and ſpeak of him with great honor and reſpe&t. Thus God 
was pleas'd to buoy up the Intereſt and Reputation of this excellent 
Biſhop, inthe midſt of his moſt inveterate Enemies, fo that he was 
ſuffered to keep his Station, when almoſt all the Carholick Biſhops 
of the Eaft were turn'd out and baniſh'd. Nay, ſo far was Val-xs 
himſelf pleas'd with him, that he gave ſeveral rich Farms which he 
had in thoſe Parts, for the relief of thole Poor and Lame, whereof 
Baſil took the Charge and Care. QY9zaras relates * a Paſſage, which 
I deliver to the Reader purely upon his Authority, that when at the 
Inſtigation of the Arizas, the Catholicks at Vice were turn'd out of 
their Charch, they came to Baſi/ to intreat him to intercede for 
them. He undertook their Cauſe, and went with them to the Em- 
peror then at Nice, to whom he addreſs'd himſelf to this purpoſe. 
& Sir, the Determination of this Matter 1s to be left to God. Let the 
*« Church-doors be faſt ſhut, and let the Arians ſtand without and 
© © prayto Heaven ; if the Doors open to them of their own accord, 
© © let them have the Church; if they do not, let us have leave to come 
* and put up our Prayers to God, and if they freely open to us, let it 
©< be declar'd,that by the Judgment of Heaven theChurch does belong 
*to us; butif they do not open to us, then let it be adjudgd to them. 
The Emperor could not decline the Propoſal, and accordingly the 
Doors were made faſt. The Arias came and pray'd a long time, but 
tono purpoſe; they being withdrawn , the Catholicks came, with 
S. Baſil inthe head of them, who had no ſooner begun their Prayers, 
but the Bars burſt aſunder, and the Doors flew open, and pave free 
paſſage for the People to enter in; to the no leſs Joy of the one, than 
tothe Shame and Vexation of the other Party. 

IV. VALENS after his departure from C.e/area, ſtaid ſome con- 
liderable time at Antioch, whence he iſſued out Warrants for the Vex- 
ation and Ejection of the orthodox Biſhops; amongſt whom two 
eſpecially were in his eye; » Melerivs the aged Biſhop of Art:och , 
a great Sufterer for the Catholick Cauſe, whom he now baniſh'd into 
Armenia ; and Erb: Biſhop of Samoſata. This Enſcbius was a moſt 
zealous Champion for the Vicexe Faith, and at this time in the hot- 
telt of all the Danger, put on the habit of a Souldier, and went up 
and down the adjacent Countries, and ordain'd Biſhops, Prieſts, and 
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Deacons in all thoſe Churches, which the Malice of the FaQtion and 
the Fury of the Emperor had left naked and deſtitute. One of the 
firſt things therefore reſolv'd upon in the 4riaz Councils, was, 
that he ſhould be ſent far enough out of the way. The order for 
his Baniſhment was brought to him in the Evening, which he ad- 
visd the Meſſenger to keep ſecret, plainly telling him, that if it 
ſhould come to the PEoples Ears, they would infallibly throw him 
into the River, and he had no mind to be guilty of his death. Having 
without any diſcompoſure fini{h'd the evening Service, at night the 
aged Biſhop, attended only with one Servant to carry his Bible and 
his Pillow, took Boat, and went down the River all night, till they 
arriv'd at Zeugma, a Town fituate alſo upon the Euphrates. Early 
in the Morning the News of his departure filPd the City with an uni- 
verſal Lamentation, and multitudes of People taking Boat, follow*d 
after him to Zewoma, and with Tears beſought him to go back with 
them, and not to expoſe his Flock as a prey to Wolves. But in 
vain; no Perſwafſions or Conſiderations could prevail. Nay, ſo far 
was he from alledging for himſelf, that in this Caſe he muſt obey 
God rather than men ; that he plainly told them, the Apoſtles Rule 
muſt take place, which expreſly commands us, to be ſubjet ro Princi- 
palities and Powers, Then they preſented him, ſome with Money, 
others with Cloaths, or Servants ; but he only accepted ſo much as 
was barely neceſſary for his Journey ; and having fortified their minds 
with Prayers and Sermons, and exhorted them to contend earneſtly 
for the Apoſtolick DoCtrine, ſet forwards towards Thrace, the place 
allotted for his Baniſhment. But that Country being at this time 
over-run with the Gozhs, he went higher, and ſerled himſelf near the 
River Dazow, where he {o-journ'd all the death of Yalexs, when he 
return'd home, and was taken up in the publick Afﬀairs and Concern- 
ments of the Church. And coming to Dolicha a {mall City in Syria, 
a Town miſerably inteQed with Ar:aniſ, to place an orthodox Biſhop 
in that See, a Woman threw a Tile at him from the top of a Houſe, 
which mortally broke his skull, and covered his head with a Crown 
of Martyrdom. Before he died he heartily forgave the Woman, and 
took an Oath of his Friends then about him, that they would not call 
her toaccount, nor revenge his death. But its time we return back 
to Baſil. 

VT HE Emperor left Ceſarea, but Baſi/*s Troubles went not away 
with him. Euſcbivs » Uncle to the Empreſs, and at that time Go- 
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vernor of the Province, had a ſpleen againſt him upon the ſcore of ?-353-vid-Ni- 


Religion, but which he ſought to cover with other Pretexts. Seve- 
ral wayes he ſtudied to moleſt and vex him, and amongſt others, 
took hold of this occaſion. There was at Ceſarea, a Widow called 
Veſtiana (if Nyſſen means the ſame Perſon) Rich, and of honorable 
Quality, whoſe Husband was lately dead. Courted ſhe was, by one 
that was Aſſeſſor to the City-judge, who preſs'd her with ſuch un- 
reaſonable and importunate Addreſſes, that ſhe found no better way, 
than to retire from her own Houſe; and take SanQuary in the Church, 
where at the Communion-Table ſhe ſolemnly invok'd the divine Pro- 
tetion, and call'd in Heaven to her aſſiſtance. The Ggvernor ſends 
immediately to Baſi/ to demand the Woman, who re{k'd to deliver 
her up, letting him know, that rhe is 7 of the Church, fenc'd 
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in by Law, were Sacred, and the Honor of the holy Table not to be 
violated, nor could he deliver her mn this Caſe, without betraying the 
Faith. The Governor ſtorm'd at the denial, and raking no notice 
where ſhe was, ſent Officers to ſearch his Houſe, and eſpecially his 
Bed-chamber, inſinuating thereby a publick Suſpition that the Holy 
man had taken her home, and kept her for his own Bed. Nor can. 
tent with this,he commanded Baſi/, as a Criminal,to be brought before 
him, and ſitting down upon the Bench, and being {well'd with Choler 
and Paſſion, treated him with more than ordinary rudeneſs and inhy. 
manity. He commanded his Cloak to be torn off his ſhoulders ; hold, 
faid B:f/, Tle not only put off that, but if you pleaſe, my Coat alſo, 
He told him he would cauſe his lean ſpare Carcaſs to be ſcourg'd, tg 
which the other readily yielded ; that he would tear him piece-meal 

with Iron Pincers ; do Sir, replied Baſ/, by theſe violent Lancings 

you'l cure an ill-affeQted Liver, with which you ſee I am ſorely trou- 

bled. The noiſe hereof ſoon ſpread it ſelf over the City, with which 

the People being alarum'd, the whole City was preſently in an up. 

roar, Perſons of all Ages, Trades and Sexes, {for the very Women 

put on a maſculine Zeal and Reſolution) betaking themſelves tg 

Arms, and catching up what came next to hand, Swords, or Spears, 

or Stones, or Clubs, or Fire-brands, or whatever might be an Inſtry. 

ment of Rage and Cruelty : They all preſsd forward like a mighty 

Inundation, which no Banks could ſtop, and happy was he thought, 

that could get the honor to give the firſt blow, nothing leſs being re- 

ſolv'd on, than the tearing him all in pieces. The Governor was ſuf. 

ficiently ſtartled at the News of the danger that he was in, he knew 

what it was to encounter with armed fury, to which he had given but 

too much Provocation. And now the Scene was altered, and he who 

lately had fo ſtorm'd and heCtor'd, quak'd and trembled, and his $Spi- 

rit ſunk within him. He crouch'd, and intreated, and bewail'd his” 
miſerable and calamitous Caſe, which had been all in vain, had not 

Baſil himſelf gone out, and both by his preſence and diſcourſe charm 

and appeas'd the Multitude, thereby at once delivering himſelf, his 

Client, and his Judge. As for the Lady (whoſe unhappy Circum- 

ſtances had given occaſion to this whole paſſage) ſhe was [if the ſame 

mentiond by my Author ©) recommended to the care of Marin 

S. Baſil's Siſter, who ſuperintended a Female Colledge of devout Wo- 

men, amongſt whom ſhe paſs'd her time in all the ſtrit Exerciſes of a 

pious and vertuous Life. 
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His Afts from the end of the foregoing Conteſts, till the Conteſt be- 
tween him and Euſtathius Biſhop of Sebaſtea. 


Hy Viſitation and Reformation of his Dioceſs, His 7 os care 1n corre(t- 
ing the Abuſes crept into Ordinations. His conſo atory Letters to the 
People of Antioch. The miſerable Diſtrattions in that Church. Their 
Letter to the Biſhops of the Welt. BaGil's complaint of the Pride and 
unconcernedneſs of the Weſtern Prelates. The iſſue of the long Schiſm 
at Antioch: The modeſty aud humility of Meletius. The Emperor's 
Commiſſion to Baſil, to viſit the Armenian Churches. 


' had of late ſurrounded him, and he thought no care more 

immediately neceſſary, than to-take an account of the State 
of his Dioceſs, and reform thoſe Abuſes that had crept in by the re- 
miſneſs of his Predeceſſors. The Chorepiſcopi 4 took upon them to 
ordain the inferior Church-officers, without the leave or knowledge 
of the Biſhop, and truſting wholly to the Presbyters and Deacons in 
this matter, admitted them without any juſt Examination of the fit- 
neſs and Qualification of the Perſon, by which means the Church 
was filPd with unworthy men, :and every Village was crowded with 
Officers, who were a Scandal to the Service of the Altar : Intereſt or 
Relation, Friendſhip or Neighborhood were the beſt Qualifications 
that moſt had to recommend them, and many it ſeems preſs'd the 
harder to get in, that they might be freed from a neceſſity of bearing 
Arms, eſpecially in thoſe parts, where Souldiers were more than or- 
dinarily preſs to the Service of the Wars. And what's beyond this, 


I B! STIL had now got a little reſpite from the Troubles that 


'twas commonly reported ©, that the Biſhops of his Province were *« zp. Lxxvt. 


guilty of Simony, that they ſold Ordinations, and ſet a price upon 
the Gift of the holy Ghoſt. © As for the firſt of theſe, he charges 
* them to revive the ſtrineſs of the ancient Diſcipline, when the 
* Cuſtom was, that the Perſons to be admitted, were to be ſeverely 
*tried, and a moſt exaCQt ſcrutiny to be made into their f Life, 
* what had been the courſe of their Education, what the ſobriety of 
*their Youth ; whether they were not guilty of Drunkerneſs, Quar- 
* relling, &c. - The Care of this was committed to the Presbyters and 
* Deacons, who reported the Matter to the Chorepsſcopi, and they upon 
* the Teſtimonial given, firſt gave an account of it to the Biſhop, and 
* then receiv*d them into the Miniſtry of the Church. For the reco- 
* very therefore of things to this excellent Standard, he commanded 
* them to re-inforce the ancient Canons, and in the mean time to 
* ſend him a Note of the Names of the Miniſters in every Pariſh, with 
* an account by whom they had been brought in, and what was the 
© courſe and manner of their Life ; a Copy whereof they ſhould keep 
* for themſelyes ; that they ſhould call them\again under Examinatt- 
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& on, and if found fit, continue them, it otherwiſe, expellthem, and 
« return them back to a Lay-Station ; and for the future, uſe their 
« utmoſt care and diligence 1n the trial of ſuch Perſons, but not take 
&« them in, till they had ſent him an account of them. As for the 
© other, that of mercinary Ordinations (which he tells them, he 
& could not at firſt believe) he layes before them the greatneſs of the 
« Crime, in fome of its more horrid Aggravations, that *rwas double 
© iniquity to cover wickedneſs under a pretence of Piety, *rwas tg 
« ſell the holy Ghoſt, to barter heavenly for earthly things, and tg 
© make a gain of the Church, which had the Body and Blocd of 
&« Chriſt committed to it ; was to be a Slave to that which is Idg. 
<« Jatry,. and the Root of all Evil; to prefer a little Money before 
« Chriſt, and J«d--like, tobetray him again for a few Pence, who 
« had been once crucified for the World; and that the Lands and 
© Polleſſions got by ſuch means, might too truly be ſtyl'd an Aceldama, 
&« a Field of Blood ; that rhey were herein more inexcuſable than the 
« Father of Simoniſts, having attually done, what he only attempted, 
* who yet had that ſad doom denounc'd againſt him, 7 hy Moxey peri 
*© with thee;that *twas to no purpoſe for them to flatter themlelves,that 
& they hadtaken no Money before,but only afrerthe Impolition of hands, 
&« that this was but a Trick to delude the World, and cheat their 
* Conſciences, ſeeing *twas upon that account they receiv'd it, when 
«ever they had it. That if theſe _ were true, *rwas high time 
« they were amended, and that they ſhould quit this Trade, which 
* was the very Path-way to Hell, and not dare to pollute thoſe hands 
& with ſuch ungodly Gains, wherewith they were to handle the holy 
<* Myliteries : Thar if after this Admonition any of them ſhould pre- 
& {izme to offend in this kind, he ſhould be immediately baniſh'd all 
& Communion at the ſacred Altar, and be forc'd to ſeek ſome other 
&« place, where he might freely ſell what he had unlawfully bought, 
© the Gift of God ; For that, ſayes he, we have no ſuch cuſtom, neither 
* the Churches of God. 

IT. NOR was his care confin'd only to his own Province, he had 
a publick Soul, that engag him, not only to wiſh well in general, 
but to lend his particular aſſiſtance towards the Peace and Welfare 
of Foreign Churches, The People of Aztioch had been miſerably 
haraſs'd by the Aria Party at the Emperor's late being there ; to take 
off the edge of whoſe ſorrow, he writes them a Lettter * full of a 
generous Sympathy and Compaſſog ; © withall putting them ia mind 
« that God could put a Period to their preſent Perſecutions ; in pro- 
« fpe& whereof, they might the better be content to bear them ; it 
« they look'd upon them as a chaſtiſement for their ſins, they might 
« prevent a greater deluge of wrath ; if continued, God who ſuftered 
** them to be laid on, would give proportionable ſtrength to endure 
« them, and at laſt crown their Faith and Patience ; in order where- 
* unto, 'twas not enough to give an inftance or two of courage and 
« fortitude, God thinking fit many times, to make us exemplary to 
© the World by frequent Trials and repeated Victories. And at long- 
« eſt, the whole ſpace of man's Life was ſhort, if compar'd with the 
** Duration of that happineſs, that we expeCted in the future State : 
« That no Sufferings ſhouts ſhake their Conſtancy inthe Faith, the 
« Faith deriv'd from the Ancients, ratified by the Fathers at —_ 
* WNROIC 
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« whoſe Creed he there ſets down, as the Standard of ſound orthodox 
« Faith. But alas, the Church of Azt:och labour'd under greater 
Preſſures than any that could ariſe from without, being well nigh 
ruin'd by unhappy and almoſt incurable Contuſions within it ſelf. 
For beſides the Arians and Apollinarians, who had their ſeveral Biſhops, 
_ and held diſtin&& and ſeparate Aﬀſemblies in that City, the Catholick 
Party was broken into a lamentable Schiſm, the People being divided 
between Meletius their ancient Biſhop, and Paulinns, whom Lucifer 
Calaritanus had conſtituted there in the Reign of Julian, ever fince 
which time the Schiſm had not only ſmoak'd,but flan'd out,each Party 
ſtriving to advance its Intereſt, and to depreſs the other. The EffeQs 
whereof were ſad and deplorable, a viſible decay of Piety, the mutual 
Hatred and Animoſity of. Chriſtians, the increaſe of Hereſie, and the 
open Triumph of the Enemies, of the Faith, Baſi/ was infinitel 
troubled at theſe Diſſentions, though he ſaw 1t neceſlary to fouls 
the Meletian Cauſe, on whoſe (ide *tis plain the right lay. His firſt 
endeavor was, to give a true account of the State of the Caſe, and 
to engage ſome Perſons of known Reputation in the compoſure of 
this difficult Aﬀair. And becauſe Arhanaſius was the man of the 
greateſt name and vogue at this time in the Chriſtian World, he 
wrote to him to interpole his Authority in this Matter, who accor- 
dingly ſent Peter his Presbyter to Antioch, and by his means ſeveral 
diſpatches were convey'd to Rowe, and the Biſhops of the WW. ft, as 
we have formerly noted in that great man's Lite. And indeed *cwas 
but time for the Meletians to look about them, and to recommend 
their Cauſe to foreign Churches, when Paulinuw's Party every where 


gave it out'®, that they had receiv'd Letters from the We/terz Biſhops, * 2:f! 7+. 
which had given Suffrage on their ſide, and had adjudg'd the See of <CCXLIK. 


Antioch to Paulinus, Which if real, had been gotten by ſurprize, be- 
fore the others were truly acquainted with the Caſe, as at firſt Arha- 
niſizs himſelf had been prevail'd with to ſend Letters to Paulizus. 

HI. THAT therefore they might be no longer wanting to the 
juſtification of their Cauſe, and to the neceſſities of the Church, a 
Letter ® is drawn up, direted to the Biſhops of Italy and Fraxce, 
ſubſcribed by Meletins, Enſebins, Baſil, and XXIX. Prelates more, in 
which they lay before them the calamitous State of the Eaſterz 
Churches, haraſs'd by Violence and Perſecution, publick Aſſemblies 
diſpers'd, and People forc'd to pray in Fields and Solitudes, Hereſie 
proſperous, and A4rianiſm grown rampant ; bad men ftep'd up into 
the Government of the Church, who trampled upon all Laws and 
Canons, ſeiz'd the Revenues of the Poor, and devour'd the Portion 
of the Widow and the Orphan, and like People like Prieſt, an uni- 
verſal degeneracy of manners had broke in upon them, the People fol- 
lowing the condu&t of their Teachers, and reckoning themſelves ſe- 
curely warranted by their example. Nay not only did Hereſie pre- 
vail, but (what was the accent of their miſery) the Catholicks were 
fallen out amongſt themſelves, and it was then with them, as *twas 
once with the Jews at the Siege of Jeruſalem, who were not only per- 
petually preſsd upon by the Romen Army from withont, bur betray*d 
by their own inteſtine FaQtions and Seditions within. That therefore 
they beſought them by all that was dear and tender to them, that 
they would take their Caſe into Conſideration, and forthwith gy 
ome 
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ſome of their number to their relief, and that in ſuch a Proportion 
as that they might by their number, as well as the gravity of the 
Perſons, bear a conſiderable ſway in a Synodal Convention, where 
they might help to preſerve the languiſhing and declining Faith, and 
reduce things back to the Viceze Creed (now, it ever, like to ſuffer 
Shipwrack) extirpate Herelie, diflolve' the Schiſms that had riſen 
up, reclaim the Erroneous, reconcile Diſſenters, and reſtore Peace 
and Unity to the Church. This Epiſtle pen'd (as 1s probable) by 
Meletius ' , and then tranſmitted to Baſi/, to be by him review'd, ang 
ſubſcrib'd, was attended with a Commonitorium, giving a jult account 
of the State of things, and delivered to Sabinws the Deacon, who was 
to give them a more particular account by word of mouth, With 
him Baſi/ diſpatch*'d Dorotheus a Presbyter, and by bim a Letter jn 
his own name, wherein with a mighty Eloquence he bewailes the mi. 
ſerable face of things amongſt them, and pathetically preſſes them to 
a ſpeedy affiſtance, before it was too late. Bur alas theſe and ſeve. 
ral other diſpatches produced no more than a few good wore, a Let. 
ter or two to comfort and condole with them, but no effeQtual means! 
ſet on foot to help them. The Weftern Prelates ſat quiet and warm 
at home, and card not to burn their Fingers in ſuch a troubleſom fire, 
eſpecially at that diſtance, where ſuch a Journey was to be under: 
taken, and therefore left them to ſcuffle it out, and end the Matter 
as well as they could. Plain it is, they no way fatished Baſi/'s deſires 
and expeCtations, who ſharply complains ® of the * "Avmu3s cpu; 
the Pride and ſuperciliouſneſs of the Weſt, and how little help was to 
be look'd for from them, that neither underſtood the Truth of their 
Caſe, nor would be content to learn it ; that he was reſolv'd to write 
to the Pope, to let him know, that it did not become him to inſulc 
over, and add to the Miſeries of the aMiQted, nor to reckon it a piece 
of State and greatneſs to be proud, a thing alone ſufficient to render 
a man odious in the ſight of Gcd; and elſewhere " he expreſſes a 
very paſſhonate reſentment, that he hated the Pride of that Church. But 
leaving the ſecurity and unconcernedneſs of the M/e/tern Churches, 
let us ſee what became of the main Controverſie at Antioch. The 
Emperor Gratiar rey an Edict » for the recalling and reſtoring 
the Catholick Biſhops that had been ejeQted and baniſh'd by the 4r:- 
an FaQtion. Upon this occaſion ſeveral Biſhops met in a Synod at 
Antioch, where, amongſt other things, the wotully diſtratted State 
of that Church was taken into Conſideration, and overtures made 
for a Reconciliation ; Meletius ? himſelf making this offer to Parlinw, 
and that in the preſence of Sapor, the Emperor's Officer who had 
brought the EdiCt to Azrioch, © Since our Lord (faid he) has com- 
© mitted theſe Sheep to my care, and thou haſt taken the Charge of 
© others, who yet all agree in the ſame Principles of Religion, let us 
« joyn both into one Flock, and Jay aſide all conteſt about Govern- 
** ment and Precedence. Let us hed the Flock in Communion, and 


© attend it with equal care. And if the Epiſcopal Chair that ſtands 
« in the midſt, creates any difference, i'le throw even that Bone of 
« Contention out of the way. For placing the Holy Bible in it, Iam 
& content that we ſhould fit on each fide of it ; and if it ſhall hap- 
&« pen that I firſt depart this Life, you alone ſhall have the Govern- 


* ment of the Flock : But if you dye firſt, than I according to my 
«© Power, 
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_ « Power, will take upon me the ſole Care and Government of it. A 
modeſt,and truly peaceable Propoſal;and although T heodorit ſayes,that 
Paulinus rejeRed it, (which perhaps he might do at firſt) yet Socra- 


tes 4, Sozomen*,and the Fathers in the Synod at Aquileia © inform us, * £ 5 © 5: 
that the Agreement was aQtually made between them. Which quiet- 7 7. .. ,, 
ed things 2 little for the preſent. But alas, after Meletizs his death, p. 7:5. 

ſ Syn. Aquil. 
Epiſt. IT. Conc. 
T.2. (08/. 1000s 


and Flaviay's EleQion to that See, the Wound opened, and bled 
afreſh, and the Schiſm continued ſeveral years, till upon the death 
of Palins, and his ſhort-liv'd Succeſlor Evagrizs, Flavian put an 
end toit. But this account has carried us a little out of our way, the 
very Synod at Antioch not being holden there, till ſome months after 
Baþ/'s death, to the courſe of whole Story we now return. 


SECT. VE 


The Conteſt that happened between him and Euſtathius, with his 
Acts till his death and burial. 


Hi Conteſt with Euſtathius Biſhop of Sebaſtea, The unſettledneſs and 
ſubtle Prattices of that man. Balil charg*d with undue admitting Eu- 
ſtathius ro Communion. His rude: treatment by Theodotus, Euſta- 
thius his great malice towards him. His Vindication of himſelf from 
being a Favourer of Apollinaris. Accus'd of being unſound in the Do- 
frine of the Trinity, upon what pretence. Several Forms of Doxo- 
lopy in uſe at that time. His —_— his Book de Spiritu SanQo, 
upon what occaſion. The Monks under his Rule incens4d a2 ainſt him. 
His Expoſtulation with Athanaſius of Ancyra. A ſecond Metropolis 
eretted by Valens in Cappadocia, and why. BaſiPs Conteſt with An- 
thimus of Tyana about the Metropolitical Power. His conſolatory Let- 
ter ro the Church of Alexandria pon the death of Athanaſius. His 
Laſt ſickneſs, death, and burial. The pomp and ſolemnity of his Funeral. 
His Epitaph. 


I, HIS good man did not barely content himſelf to ſtay at 
home and write Letters abroad, but willingly complied 
with any occaſion of travelling up and down, to compoſe 

and ſettle the Churches Peace, though his weakneſs and want of 


health mighe well have pleaded his excuſe. He had receiv'd * Inti- « xp. 
mation from Count Terentizs, and by him a Commiſſion from the CLXXXxvil. 
Emperor, to go viſit the Armenian Churches, and to ſupply the va- * ** 


cant Sees, void either by death, or by flight, or baniſhment under 
the late Perſecution. With him Theodorws Biſhop of Nicopolis was 
joyn'd in Commiſſion, between whom there fell out an unhappy 
ditterence, by means whereof that well-deſign'd undertaking came 
to nothing. The occaſion this. Theodotus had ſummon'd a Synod 
at Nicopolis, and invited Baſil amongſt the reſt, who at his-coming 
thither, met with Euſtathius Biſhop of Sebaſtea, a man of a fickle 
Temper, and unſettled Principles. He had been brought up under 


Arius 


» 262. 
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* prſi!. Fyift. 4rins * at Alexandria, one of whole prime Diſciples he protelyg 


LXXI. þ.124. 
vid. Eviſt. 


LXAXAIT154- 


” Ert. Eyiſl. 


LXXViIL 
P. 137» 


himſelf. Returning home, he was call'd to account tor his impious 
Principles, and condemn'd by Hermogenes Biſhop of Ceſarea, who had 
been a great Stickler againſt the Aria» DoCttrines in the N+ce:me Coun. 
cil, and the firſt Propoler of that Creed. The ſubtle Fellow (who 
knew how to transform himſelf into any ihape) preſented Hers. 
2enes a Confeſſion of Faith, found and orthodox, and by that mean 
regain'd his good opinion, and was by him admitted into Orders. AF. 
ter Hermogenes his death, the Protews chang'd again, and fled to £4. 
ſebins of Conſtantinople (formerly Biſhop of Nicomr: dr4) the great Pa- 
tron and Steers-man of the 4ria» Cauſe. But. upon ſome miſe. 
meanors being forc'd to fly trom thence, he came back into his own 
Country, where he publiſh'd an Apology, wherein he endeavored 
to clear himſelf, but ſo craftily contriv*d,that under ambiguous Terms 
he ſtill retain'd his impious Opinions. By ſuch ſhitting Artifices he 
procured himſelf to be prefer'd to the Biſhoprick of $:4/tea in the 
leſſer Armenia, which was nu ſooner done, but in the Synod of Arcyr; 
he drew up an Anathematiſm againit the Craſub/tantial Faith ; thence 
he went to S-/excia, where he joyn'd with the Arazs in that Synod; 
thence to Conſtantinople, where happening to eſpouſe the wrong fide 
(for they were divided into two Factions 1n that Council) he was de. 
peſed. To recover his Credit, he procured himſelf to be one of the 
Lepgates, that after the Synod at Lawp/acis, were ſent into the W/, 
where by diſſimulation, he ſo impos'd upon Pope Liberins and the 
IV ftrrn Prelates, that he got their commendatory Letters, upon 
which he was reſtor'd in the Synod of yaa. In fine, he had as often 
chang'd his Faith, as *twas either for his credit or advantage. Glad 
was B:i{i/ of the opportunity of converling with him, and plainly told 
him what things were laid to his charge, and deſired him to declare 
himſelf, that it he ſtood to the Catholick Faich, they mizhr own 
and embrace him ; if otherwiſe, they would avoid his Communion. 
Two dayes together he diſputed with him, who was ſeconded by Pe- 
emenins his Presbyter, about theſe Matrers, and ar laſt ſo clearly 
evinc'd and eftabliſh'd the Truth, and ſo filly fatisfed all rheir Ob- 
jections, that they both profeſs'd their intire Agreement with him, 
and as an Evidence thereof, they both roſe up any » er:t to Church to 
evening Prayers, and there ſolemnly rendred tharks ro Cod, who had 
diſpos'd them to be of one mind, to think and ſpek che ſame things. 
But becauſe he knew the Inconſtancy: of the Ierſon that he had to 
deal wirh, he thought it imported him, to have ſome better aſſu- 
rance than bare words, and therefore urg'd him to ſubſcribe a written 
Declaration of his Faith. To.this end he drew vp a Form » of Con- 
teſſion, whercin was inſerted the Vzricexe Creed, and a particular Ex- 
plication of the main Articles, with a moſt explicire Renuntiation of 
the Frrors of Marcellus, Sabellius, and Arins, and an Anathema againſt 
thoſe who denied the Divinity of the holy Ghoſt. All which are there 
laid down in Terms as full and perſpicuous, as words were able to ex- 
preſs them ; which Euftathins ratified with this following Subſcriptt- 
on. T Euſtathius Biſhop, having read the above-mritten Declaration to 
thee Baſil, do acknowledge it to be true, and conſent toit;, and have ſb/crib'd 
ut, tocether with 1s many of my Brethren as are now with me, Fronto, Seve- 
rus:4: Chorepiſcopus, and ſome others of my Clerey. _ 
i he 
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"IL THE noiſe of this Converſe and Reconciliation was preſently 
carried to Theodorns, who haſtily catching up the Report, withour 
ever inquiring into the true Circumſtances of the Caſe, fell foul upon 
Baſil, and not only invited him no longer to the Synod, but refus'd ſo 
much as to joynat Prayers with him. aſi/ finding little good like to be 
done, departed for thattime, and went home; the News of his hold- 
ing Communion with Eu/tathins, being in the mean time ſcattered 
abroad to his diſadvantage ; nay, Euſtathius himſelf diſowning that 
he had recanted any of his Opinions, Letters to that purpoſe being 
diſpers'd by him and his Friends up- and down the Country, wherein 
were alſo contained very ſevere and diſingenuous Refleftions upon 
Bal, This awakened him to take the next opportunity of going 
again intO Armenia, and that he might clear his Innocence before a 

reat and venerable Perſon, came to Veraſa, where Melctins the reve- 
rend Biſhop of Antioch had a Grange, whereat he then reſided. Hi- 
ther T heodotus came to him, to whom he gave a naked and impartial 
account of what had paſs'd in his converſe with Euftathivs ; and how 
in all Points he had come over to him. Theodotys anſwered, that 
after Baſis departure, Enſtathins had poſitively denied the Apgree- 
ment, or that ever he had declar'd wy ſuch conſent. Baſi/ replied, 
that he could not eaſily think fo ill of the man, as to imagine he 
ſhould ſo lightly skip from one thing to another, and deny what he 
had ſo lately done ; that he who pretended ſo much to abhor a Lye 
inthe common Afﬀairs of Life, ihould in ſo important a Matter, fo 
openly out-face a known Truth. However, he was refoly*d to put 
it upon this iſſue, he would produce and ſhew him the Declaration 
of his Faith which he had ſubſcribd ; it he own'd it, and till conti- 
nued in that mind, he would hold Communion with him ; if not, he 
would utterly renounce it. Metetius liked the Propoſal, and upon 
theſe Terms they ſeem'd agreed, and Theodotus kindly invited them 
to Nicopolis, himſelt promiſing to condu& them afterwards part of 
their Journey. But when they came thither, his mind was altered, 
and forgetting what had ſo larely palsd at Geta/a, he gave freſh vent 
to his Paſſion, and contrary to the Laws both of Hoſpitality and Re- 
ligion, treated him with great rudenefs and contempt. Thus diſap- 
pointed, Baſi/ left that place, and went to Satalz, where in a more 
peaceable way he treated with the Biſhops of that Country, and com- 
municated Councils with them about ſettling the Afﬀairs of the 
Church ; the People of Sa/a were importunate with him, that he 
would conſtitute and ordain them a Biſhop. /There was it ſeems 4 
Quarrel between them and Cyril their Biſhop, and upon ſome Sug- 
ome they had withdrawn from him. Baſi/ took the Matter into 

is Cognizance, and having enquired into the things objeed, found 
' them nothing but malicious Inſinuations, as his very Enemies con- 
tels'd. Whereupon he made them Friends, he and his People re- 
turning back to a- mutual Communion. And hence Bſi! thought 
good to diſpatch an Advice to Count Terentius, to acquaint him with 
theſe Tranſa&ions, and let him know the Reaſons, why he had not 


ry ſucceſsfully managed the Aﬀair that had been committed t6 
um, 
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* Baſil. Ep. 
CXCVI-p.212 


III. ALL this while Euftathizs perſecuted Baſil with all the 
Arts of: Malice and Envy. He writ Letters * into all parts to defame 
and reproach him, refus'd to give him a meeting 1n order either tg 
the giving or receiving any SatisfaCtion ; in all Synodal Conventions 
he took occaſion to caſt bitter Cenſures and Reflections upon him, and 


'as he met with Perſons for his purpoſe, would not ſtick to poyſon 


y Ep.LXXIII. 
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them with ranck Arian Principles ; and not fatished with this, he 
wrote, ot rather by a Club of his Party, compos'd tedious Diſcourſes 
againſt Baſi/, ſtuffed with little beſides railing and reproach. All which 
the good man bore with an invincible Patience, not returning one 
word of anſwer for three years y together, hoping that in time malice 
would be weary, and his Innocency be unclouded and clear'd from all 
miſ-repreſentations and miſtakes. But when he found the reports to 
gather ſtrength, and meet with entertainment 1n every place, and 
that his guilt was concluded from his filence, he thought it gh time 
to awaken his Pen to his own defence, writing a prolix Epiſtle : to 
« Es/tathins himſelf, wherein with the moſt _ mildneſs 
&« and compoſure of mind, he wipes off the ſeveral Aſperſions that 
&« had been caſt upon him, and layes open the Arts and Contrivances 
* of his Enemies. And perhaps he had contented himſelf with this 
@ private Vindication, if his unwearied Adverfaries had not ſtarted 
* upa freſh Charge againſt him. For finding the buſineſs of Ef 
* zhius thin and empty, they now accus'd him- of being a Friend and 
© Favourer of Apollinaris * the Laodicean, a man indeed of excellent 
© Parts and Learning, but who had lately vented ſome dangerous 
&« and heterodox Opinions about the Perſon of our Saviour ; that this 
« was the man, whoſe Principles, they ſaid, he had eſpous'd, and 
« with whom he maintain'd an intimate Correſpondence : and a Book 
* was produced containing ſome dangerous Propoſitions, written 
* perhaps by Apollinaris, but interpolated by themſelves, and _ 
« fathered upon Baſi/. And now every corner began to ring of Baſi!s 
* deſerting the Catholick Cauſe, and communicating with men of 
* heretical Principles, and the rumor had ſpread as far as the Weſtern 
© Parts, Whereupon he wrote to ſeveral Perſons, and amongſt 
© others, to the Biſhops of the Weſt, to diſabuſe their credulity, 
* wherein he gives this plain account concerning this Matter. - That 
« as to Apollinaris, there were ſome things in him, for which he paid 


« him a juſt Reverence, but that he had not ſo much kindneſs for, or / 


* acquaintance with him, as to be willing to bear his burdens, and 
© to anſwer for his faults ; that he had read ſome of his Books, where- 
© in he met with many pernicious and obnoxious Paſſages, which he 
© greatly diſlik*d, particulariy concerning the DoQtrine of the Incar- 
* nation, and his Book about the ReſurreAion, wherein he evidently 
& reduc'd that ſtate of things to the Moſaic Standard, and ridiculouſly 
© turn'd Chriſtianity into Judaiſm; and that he had read no more of 
* his Writings, was, becauſe he knew how to imploy his time bet- 
© ter, than to hunt after ſuch things, nor did he at all delight in the 
< Fancies of the Neotericks : That if Apollinaris had written any thin 

© that gave offence to any, what was that to him? And that if it mu 

* be, that one man muſt anſwer for another, Euſtathizs, who had 
* charg'd him with Communion with Apollinaris (whoſe neither 


** Tutor nor Diſciple he had been) ſhould do well himſelf, by to 
anſwer 
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« anſwer for his own Maſter Aris, and his Scholar Aetius ; that for 
« the particular Accuſation, it could have no other Spring, nor had it 
« any more Foundation to ſupport it than this, that being in S$1ria 
« above twenty years ſince, while both he and Apollinaris were Laicks, 
« he had written a Letter to him, not concerning any Matters or Con- 
« troverſies in Religion, (and though there had been any thing leſs 
«warily written, yet no man after his being made Biſhop, ought to 
« bechalleng'd for indifferent and inconſiderable Matters ſpoken while 
« he was a Lay-man) but meerly complemental, as one Friend writes 
« to another, and that if any of his Accuſers had written at any time 
« toa Jewor Gentile, they would take it ill, if for no other reaſon, 
« they ſhould be branded for Jews or Heath-ns; but that his Letter 
« had been corrupted by evil hands and to evil Purpoſes, to make it 
« ſpeak what was neverintended ; that theſe were baſe andunworthy 
« Artifices to murder a man's Reputation, if they had any clear and 
« unqueſtionable proofs of his holding Communion with the man, let 
« them produce any communicatory Letters that had paſs'd between 
« them, either from Baſ/ to him, or from him-to Baſi/; or that he 
& had convers'd with any: of his Clergy, or had admitted them to 
« Prayers, or any other inſtance of Communion, and then he would 
« give up the Cauſe; that for the Principles themſelves given out, 
" he deteſted and abhorred them (a thing known to all has knew 
* him) and for the Books pretended, he had neither written them, 
© nor did he approve of them. SY: 

IV. BUT they left him not thus, but after all the reſt, charg'd 
him with erroneous Tenets about the DoQrine of the holy Trinity, 
and particularly that he denied > the Divinity of the holy Ghoſt. 
This they gave out in all Companies, and upon all Occaſions, whereof 
he received quick advice and Intimation from his Friend at Naziaz- 
24 ©, who acquainted him, that happening lately to be at a great 
Feaſt, where a very honourable Mention was made of Baſi/ by almoſt 
all the Company, and eſpecially by himſelf; a certain Profeſſor of 
the Monaſtick or Aſcetick life then at the Table, told him, he look'd 
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upon this harangue, as nothing but Flattery and Diſſimulartion, that - 


whatever Commendation might be due-to Baſil in other reſpeQs, he 
was ſure he deſerv*d none upon. the account of Orthodoxy, as one 
that had ſhamefully betray'd the Truth. Your reaſon, Sir, replied 
Nazianzen, of {o bold a Charge ? Whereto the other anſwered, that 
he-was juſt then come from Czſares, from ſolemnizing the Memorial 
of the Martyr Enpſychins, Ctwas he who had beenput to death in the 
Reign of Juli2y, for offering violence to the Idol-Temple) where he 
had heard Buſi! preach indeed concerning the Father and the Son, 
with great Judgment and Accuracy. and beyond the reach of moſt 
men, but diſparagingly concerning the holy Spirit ; that in this he 
had delivered his mind obſcurely, in doubtful and ambiguous Terms, 
thar he ſtudioully ſhun'd a free and operi Declaration of the Truth, 
preaching 12ther like a Sophiſter than Divine, concealing a double 
meaniny vader 4 ſmooth Rhetorical Diſcourſe. Naz'azen calmly 
rebak'd rhe :11tidence of the man, and ofered what was proper for 
the Vindic3tio:1 of his Friend, to whom he ſent an account of what 
id pai:*}, The firſt Riſe of all this clamour was no more than this. 
Beſu in the ſhort gratulatory P, o_ at the end of his —_ 
Kk K 2 - 26 


LY 
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* Baſ. de Sy. had not alwayes us'd the ſame Doxology 4, but ſometimes it ran 
> 2 0-293 thus, Glory be to the Father, with the Son, and the holy Ghoſt, other- 
whiles thus; Glory be to the Father, by the Son, in the holy Ghoſt. This 

Variation 'ir ſeems offended ſome nice and delicate Ears then at 

Church, who preſently cried out, that theſe Exprefſions were not 

only forraign and novel, but inconſiſtent with one another. And tis 

the leſs to be wondredat, they ſhould make theſe Exceptions, when 

we remember what ſtirs were heretofore rais'd at Antioch upon the 

* <id. Theed. like occaſion ©, where one part of the Congregation us'd the later 
2244-105 Form of Doxology in oppoſition to the other. For the better under. 
Þ 623. © ſtanding whereof we are to obſerve, that there were three or four 
* Philoſt. 1.3. ſeveral Forms *f of Doxology in uſe amongſt Chriſtians, eſpecially in 
nies {4% the Church at Antioch. The firſt was, Glory be ro the Father, and to 
p 737-v14. Nt-- the Son, and to the holy Ghoſt, This was by all Catholicks confeſs'd to 
c:2.7u4.01th"4. be Orthodox. The ſecond, Glory be to the Father, by the Son, im 
5:3% P49 the holy Ghoſt. The third,G/ory be to the Father,and the Son, in the holy 
Ghoſft.The fourtt ,Glory be to the Father,in the Son, and in the Holy Ghoft, 

The firſt of theſe was abſolutely rejeted by the Arians, the three 

laſt commonly uſed by them. And though ſome of them were a. 

pable of a Catholick ſence, yet could they not be us'd without great 

offence, eſpecially of the more ſimple and undiſcerning part of the 

Auditory ; as we ſee here in S. Byſil's Caſe, who was immediately 

run down with a loud noiſe and clamour. And the report once ſet on 

foot was quickly improv'd into a formal ſtory, which at fiſt he neg. 

lected as vain and fooliſh, but ſoon after ſaw a neceſſity of putting a 

ſtop ro it. Accordingly he oft preacht upon that Argument, and freely 

declar'd his mind about it in all Companies, eſpecially to Vazianzen, 

£X-2.97.XX. 8 to whom that he might give the mY aſſurance, he added this fo- 
P: 36s lemn though unuſual Imprecation, that he might for ever be deſerted 
by the Holy Spirit, if he did not adore him as coeſſential with the 

Father and the Son, in Glory equal, in Majeſty coeternal. And fur- 

ther to ſilence this malicious Calumny, he not only takes notice of it 

in his Epiſtles at every turn, and adds a particular Explication and en- 

forcement of rhat Article concerning the holy Ghoſt, but pen'd ſeve- 

ral diſtin TraQts about it, eſpecially that famous and elaborate Dif- 

courſe, de Spiritu Santo, dedicated to Awphilochius Biſhop of Tconinm, 

at whoſe requeſt it was undertaken, wherein he largely and acutely 

handles the whole State of the Controverſie, and by unqueſtionable 
Arguments, and the whole ſuffrage of Antiquity, refutes the frivol- 

ous Cavils and Exceptions that had been made againſt him. But 

walice is reſoly'd to lay on its load, and to charge home, though not 

only by different, but ſelf-contradiQting evidence. We have heard - 

him fiercely accus'd for taking away the God-head of one of the Per- 

k rp. LXXX. ſons in the Trinity ; and at the ſame time he 1s traduc'd * to have 
P- 143+ made three ſeveral Gods. For while in Confutation of the Sabeliar 
| Hereſie, he aſſerted three diſtin Hypoſtaſes or Perſons in the God- 
head; ſome of his Auditors challeng'd him with affirming that there 
were three Gods. And though 'twas an abſurd ſenceleſs Cavil, yet 
it ſpread fo far amongſt the People, that he was forc'd from the Pulpit 
to clear himſelf of it in a ſet Diſcourſe. Thus he was ſet as a mark, 
at which his Enemies levell'd their ſharp Arrows, even bitter woras, 


And it had been well if only his Enemies had been concern'd - it, 
| ut 
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but what was the miſery of it, ſome of his Friends began to be tainted 

with the common breath, wiſe and good men lending an Ear to the 

ill things that were ſpoken of him, The Monks that liv'd under his 

Rule and Diſcipline, were ſo diſturb'd with the Reports concerning 

him, that they were upon the Point of making an open Separation 

from him, whom therefore he endeavors to ſet right wu a large Epi- 

ftle i to them. And indeed fo far had they advanc'd in their dil: 

orderly Proceedings, that the great Arhanaſins was forcd to write to 

them, and with ſome ſharpneſs to rebuke their cirregular demeanor 

cowards him, and the unjuſt and groundleſs Opinions they had con- 

ceiv'd of him. Amongſt his neighbor-Biſhops, none ſeem'd more 

forward to entertain the Suggeſtions of his Enemies, or more deeply 

to reſent his ſuppos'd Apoſtacy, than Athanaſius of Ancyra, a good 
man,” anda zealous Promoter of the Catholick Faith, who accusd him 
to have written things to the Subverſion of the Faith, or at leaſt to 
have ſubſcrib'd what others had written to that purpoſe, for which 
he ſpake diſhonourably of him, and threatned, if not to excommuni- 
cate him, atleaſt to call him to an account for it. Upon Intimation 
whereof, Baſil ſends him word «, that ſuch reproachful and unwor- 
thy inlngs were no ſurprize to him, conſidering how prone men are 
through the degeneracy of humane Nature to entertain ill ſurmizes, 
and a bad Opinion of other men, but that of all men he leaſt expe&Q- 
edit from him; that for his Menaces he laugh'd at them, 'twas this 
only troubled him, that a Perſon of ſo much Integrity and uſefulneſs 
to the Church, ſhould ſo far _— with the Iniquity of the Age, 
as to prefer common Clamors before long Experience, and ſuffer him- 
ſelf tobe ſo eaſily tranſported to Suſpition and Indignation without 
any juſt Cauſe or Evidence ; that if he had had a mind to have ſatis- 
fied himſelf in the Truth of things, it had been but the pains of wri- 
ting a ſhort Letter, or ſending a diſcreet prudent Meſſenger, or in- 
viting him to have come over to him, but to talk thus publickly at all 
adventure, was to blaze abroad his Defamation over all the Country; 
that he could not imagine what was the matter, unleſs ſome ill-mind- 
ed man had affixd his name to ſome heretical V/ritings, and by that 
means impos'd upon him ; however he intreated him to deal plainly 
with him, and let him know what it was that had mov'd his Indigna- 
tion, that ſo he might not be wanting to his own juſt defence. The 
truth is, ſo perplexed was the good man's mind with the malicious 
Calumnies contrivd by his Enemies, and entertain'd by his Friends, 
that he ſolemnly profeſs'd ' , it made him: doubt of the Fidelity of 
mankind, being ready to queſtion whether there was any honeſty or 
faithfulneſs to be found amongſt the Sons of men. 


V. NOR did his Troubles end here, a difference happening ®, 
which created no {mall diſturbance berween him -and A»thimus of 
Tyzna upon this occaſion. Cappadocia had been lately divided into two 
Provinces, Cappadocia prima and ſecunda ; the prime and capital City 
of the former was Ceſtres, as it had all along been of the intire Pro- 
vince; for the ſecond the City of Tyans was eretted into the honor 
of a Metropolis. It had been an ancient and well fortified place, built 
* upon a great Bank raisd by Semiramis. Stephanus © miſtaking 
Strabo's account of it, places it at the foot of Mount Taurus —_ 
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the Porte Cilicie, Whereas Strabo ſpeaks there of the extent of the 
PrzfeQure, 'not of the Polition of the City. It had continued a place 
of good account in all times, and was now advanc'd (out of ſpite 
chiefly, as *tis probable, to S. Baſil) into a Metropolis - the Empe. 
ror Vatens, and a good part of the _ about. it aflign'd for the 
Province. Hereupon Azthimus Biſhop of Tyana challeng'd a Metro. 
political Power and Juriſdiction over all the Churches in the ſecond 
Cappadocia, it being but fit, he faid, that the Eccleſiaftick Authority 
ſhould be enlarg'd according to the bounds of the civil Power, Bajil 
was ſenſible how great a Diminution this was to the ancient Dignity 
and [urifdition of his See, and therefore remonſtrated againſt this 
intolerable Incroachment and Ulſurpation ; that this was a Violation 
of ſettled Rights, and an affront to the holy Canons, what had the 
Church to do with the Alterations of the civil State, the Sword and 
the Spirit had different Provinces, that his Archiepiſcopal Juriſdi&i- 
on was founded upon Cuſtom and long Preſcription, and that no man 
ought to remove the old Land-marks which the Fathers had ſet, The 
new Metropolitan on the other hand {tickled hard to aſſert and ſecure 
| his uſurp'd Authority, he call'd Synods, which he held independant 
upon any other Power but his own, ſeizd the Eccleſiaſtical Revenues, 
{and amongſt the reſt, the Rents of S. Oreftes the Martyr in Mount 
Taurn, which as they were conveying to Ceſarea, he. ſet upon with 
an armed Multitude, taking away the Mules and Carriages by force) 
perſwaded the Presbyters of the ſeveral Pariſhes to own and ſubmit to 
him, and where he could not bring them over, ejeted them, and 
placed others in their room. By which means infinite Confuſions 
did ariſe, and the peace of the Church was broken into ſcandalous 
Feuds and Quarrels. Baſs/ well ſaw *twas in vain to contend, little 
favor could he expe& at Court, and as little help from the Deciſion 
of a Council, (the 4rians at this time ſwaying all) and therefore re- 
ſolv'd to make the beſt he could of a bad Bargain, and to repair the 
breach by ereing ſome new Epiſcopal Sees within his own Province, 
whereby at once he allay'd the Storm, appropriated the Church-Re- 
venues of every City to the uſes of its particular Biſhop, and (what 
was above all) provided better for the neceſſities of the Church ; for 
_ the Dioceſſes of that Country being at that time wide and large, by 

multiplying of them into a greater number, the Churches Afairs 
were more nearly inſpected, and greater care taken of the Souls of 
men. While he was thus py , news came of the death of the 
great Athanaſius, and of that ſevere Perſecution that thereupon rag'd 
at Alexandria, the Arian; ſparing neither Age, Sex, nor Perſon, nor 
ſticking at any Inſtances of fierceneſs and inhumanity. Our good 
Biſhop heartily aflited with their Caſe, wrote them a conſolatory 
Letter? , * expreſſing his exquiſite Commiſeration of their Conditt- 
& on, the conſideration whereof had almoſt tempted him to queſtion, 
« whether our Lord had utterly forſaken his Church? Whether this 
« was not the laſt hour, when the great Degeneracy and Apoſtaey 
<« was to take place, when the Sou of Perdition was to be revealed, who 
&« oppoſes and exalts himſclf above all that is called God, or is worſhipped ? 
{© However, whatever their Sufferings were, they ſhould bear them 
© as became ftout Champions of Chriſt ; that if the whole frame of 


« the Creation ſhould at length ſuffer a change and Diſſolution, _ 
** wonder 


The Life of $. Bas 1 L 


« wander if we, who are ſo inconſiderable'a Portion of it, be ex- 
« pog'd to Miſeries and Afflictions?which the great Judge of the World 
« would not lay upon us beyond what he -would enable us to bear ; 
« that the Crowns of Martyrdom were ready for them, and the whole 
« Quire of holy Contfeflors ſtretching out their hands to receive them 
« ;qco their number and company 3 that they ſhould ſet before them 
« the Examples of thoſe great and good men of o!d, who went not 
« thither by ſoftneſs and effeminacy, but through many Tribulations 
« eptred into the Kjngdom of God; andthe greater the Sufferings, the 
« brighter the Crown, he Sufferings of this preſent time not being wor- 
« thy to be compar*d with the glory which ſhall be revealed in us; that had 
« he been able, he would himſelf have come to them to behold the 
« 'renerous inſtances of their Patience and Conſtancy, and to be re- 
« treſh'd with their Prayers and Company ; but alas his body was 
« waſted, and ſickneſs kept him Priſoner in his Bed, and beſides, 
« Wolves lay in wait to make havock of his Flock, for which reaſons 
« hewas forc'd to viſit them thus by Letter, begging of them to in- 
« tercede on his behalf with Heaven, that for thoſe | Ko dayes or ra- 
« ther hours that he had to live, he __ ſpend them uſefully and 
« ſerviceably to Religion and the Church of Chriſt. 

VI. EIGHT years 4 and ſome months Baſi/ had now govern'd 
the Church of Bafoee, when his tottering Carcaſs, undermin'd by 
Diſtempers from within, and ſhattered with continual Storms of 
trouble from without, fell to the ground. Finding himſelf declining 
apace, he muſtered up ſo much ſtrengrh ©, as to ordain ſome of his 
Followers, that after his deceaſe there might not want a Succeſſion 
toattend 'the Service of the Altar. But weakneſs ſenſibly growing 
upon him, forc*d him to take his Bed. The news of his dangerous 
Condition ran round the City, and People every where moivand 
with the ſence of their loſs, flocked about his Houſe, as if by their 
Prayers and paſſonate Exclamations, they were reſolv'd to arreſt that 
Soul that was now taking its flight to Heaven, . there being none of 
th:m, but were willing to have redeem'd his life with a part of their 
own. His Spirits were -_ low, but he ſummon'd up nature to its 
laſt Effort, and having piouſly diſcours'd a while to thoſe that were 
about him, ſcaPd up his laſt breath with that divine Ejaculation, 
Into thine hands I commend my Spirit. What years he hadattaind to 
at the time of his death, is not certain, Some report him not to 
have exceeded XLV. But his ſo often mentioning his old Age, con- 
futes that beyond all exception. His Funeral was attended with a 
Pomp and Solemnity ſuitable to the Memory of fo great a Perſon. The 
Corps being taken upon the ſhoulders of grave venerable Perſons, 
was throng'd on all hands, ſome endeavored to touch but the ends 
of his Funeral Shrowd, others the Bier whereon he lay, or to get 
within the ſhadow of it ; ſome ſtrove to get near the Perſons that car- 
ried him, and they that could not do that, contented themſelves to 
ſee him at a diſtance ; the Streets and Portico's were all crowded as 
they went along, and thouſands of all Ranks and Ages joyn'd them- 
ſelves, ſome going before, others following after as they could get 
along ; nor was the noiſe leſs than the crowd, the People could not 
contain their Grief, ſo that the Pſalms then ſung, (as was the cuſtom 
12 thoſe dayes at Funerals) were drown'd by the Cries and Lamen- 
tations 
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tations of the People. And herein all forts of Perſons conſpir'd tg 
make a mourntul. conſort, Jews and Geptiles,Strangers and Forreigners 
bearing a part, and ſtriving to outvy each others reſentment of this 
common Calamity. And indeed it prov'd a time of mourning in 4 
ſence beyond what they intznded it. For ſo great and unavoidahl« 
was the Crowd, that in deſpite of all means uſed to ſave them, ſeye. 
ral were preſs'd to death, who yet were accounted happy to become 
the Companions of his departure, as if they had offered up them. 
ſelves as Sacrifices at his Funeral. The Corps at laſt was with muck 
difficulty brought ro the Grave, and laid up in the Sepulchre of his 
ER Fathers, where he, who was himſelf in ſome ſence both, kept Com- 
mg pany with Biſhops and Martyrs. The P/cudo-Amphilochins ſayes © 
he was depolited in the Church of S. Eupſychius the Martyr, where 
: £41: one of his Predeceſſors, and ſome other Biſhops had been in. 
Ko ou ter'd before him. But where-ever it was, his dear Friend * compos'd 
mL _ ne Epitaph , which, though ſomewhat prolix, we ſhall here 
INlert, 
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Thus rendred by an ingenious Friend, 


REAT Saint, whoſe Soul upon the wings of Love, 

( 37mw9 the deareſt Feſus ſtill did move ; | 
T thought I ſhould not live, when thou wert dead, 
More than my Body when my Soul were fled ; 
But Tunworthy of thy knowledge ſtaid, 
Endur d the loſs, and friendſhip diſobey'd; 
Will not my Baſil to my reſcue come, 
And take me with him to his glorious home, 
Muſt I ftay here diſconſolate and alone ? 
Time never ſhall, I by thy Tomb do ſwear, 
Efface thy Memory to me fo dear. 

When the Almighty Wiſdom call d away 
Baſil, who long'd to & that happy day ; 
How aid the flaming Seraphim rejoyce, 
And every ſprightly Angel tune his voice, 
While Cappadocia groar'd 4 doleful noiſe ? 
And th? univerſe in extaſie, and cries, 
Attendant was at the ſad Obſequies ; 
Exclaiming, the tranſcendent Preacher*s dead, 
And now all-charming Peace is baniſhed, 
The World's in Mutiny, while ſome do fight 
For th' Deity of Chriſt, others deny's. 
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Riſe thou moſt skillful Pilot from thy ſleep, 


Allay the Tempeſt, ſmooth the ruffled deep, 

Thy words, thy Prayers the World in awe will keep 
Whoſe wiſdom only taught thee to entwine 
Angelick Afticns with diſcourſe Divine. 

Theres one Almighty God, and none but thee, 
This Age can find fit his high-Prieſt 10 be; 
Truth”s boldeſt Champion, and the Chriſtian's light, 
Whoſe Soul was beautify d with all that's bright. 
Honor of Pontus, Cappadocia's Glory, 

Whoſe Praiſe ſhall fill preſent and future Story ; 
We beg thee, let thy Prayers aſcend on high, 

To impetrate the World's Felicity, 


C.z/area's Citizens within this Grave, 
Me their beloved Primate buried have ; 
Who to my Gr-gory {uch afftetion bore, 
That nothing here on earth could make it more : 
Great God, to him thy better Bleſſings give, 
And ſhortly let him in thy Palace live, 
Who warm'd with flames, that from above deſcend, 
Dreams out thoſe dayes, which he on earth doth ſpend. 


While thou *mong men didſt breath, Heaven did command 
Thy devout Soul, ſmooth Tongue, and ative hand, 
Honor of Jeſus, and his Prieft's defence, 

Truth's Guardian, which we've ſadly mangled ſince, 
How tu the memory of our paſt talk dear, 

Athens how pleaſant, when we convers'd there ? 
Happy the time we joyntly did agree 

To prattiſe the divine Philoſophy. 

W, lik now the happy Balil h.zs attain'd 

His Journies end, and left me dumb behind ; 
Alive thou wert Czlarea's chiefeſt praiſe, 
Thunder thy words, thy life like lightnings rayes. 
But ſoon thou left {t that venerable Chair, 

To viſit Jeſs, and with Angels ſhare ; 

Sacred and humane Learning thou didſt know, 
Nothing above thy reach was, much below ;; 

Eight years thou ruld ſt thy Dioceſs, and then 
Too ſoon for it returnd'ſt to Heav'n agen, 
Farewel, my Balil, ſince I'm left behind ; 

Accept this Epitaph from thy troubled Friend. 
"Tis the ſame Friend, who now thus ſpeaks to thee, 
Whoſe below'd words made once ſweet Harmony ; 
This Debt my friendſhip to thy Virtue payes, 

Tho thy bleſs d Soul may ſlight my meaner praiſe ; 
Who to thy Aſhes dedicates this Verſe, 

And with bis tears, bedews thy ſacred Hearſe, 
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SE CH. YI 
A Charafter and Account of his Perſon, Temper, and Writings. 


Hi Charatter, Fis natural Abilities, and acquir'd Improvements. The 
extent of his Learning in all Faculties. His incomparable Style. The 
judgment of the Ancients concerning it. The high Commendation of his 
Eloquence given by Liberius. His moral and divine Accompliſhments, 
Piety, Rgal, Conſtancy, Temperance, contempt of the World, Charity, 
Humility, Peaceable-mindedneſs. The Deſcription of his Perſon. His 
Works whereof ſome only aſcrib'd to him. His Genuine diſtinguiſh d 
into Commentaries, Controverſies, Sermons, Encomiaſticks, and Epiſtles, 
and Canonical Tratts, A diſtintt Survey of each Claſs. His Aſcetick 
Conſtitutions, His Liturgy how far Genuine, Nazianzen'*s high En- 
comium of his Writings. 


himſelt deſpair'd of it, and if his Pencil could not draw 

him to the Life, it muſt not be expeted from a meaner 

hand. We {hall only therefore remark ſome main lines and ſtroaks. 
Conſidered in his natural Faculties, he was a man of a very clear and 
O——_ apprehenſion, a nimble and ready Wit, a {mart dextrous 
rea _ a deep and ſolid Judgment. His acquir'd Abilities highly 
improy'd, and added an incomparable Luſtre and Ornament to his 
natural Perfe&tions. As he wanted no advantages of Education, fo 
he was not wanting in Induſtry and Diligence to make uſe of them, 
whereby he ſoon became a moſt comprehenſive Scholar,@ bs rad «- 
as & %xepy eAnAazas*©, and attaind the utmoſt Empire in all polite 
and uſeful Learning, wherein he left no Path untrodden'», and yet 
was as converſant 1n all, as any other man is in any ſingle Science, 
while he himſelf was as accurate in every Art, as if he had ſtudied 
none but that. He was eminent in Grammar, Rhetorick, Philoſophy, 
Aſtronomy , Geometry, Arithmetick, Phyſick, and what not ? He 
had riffled all the Treaſures of the Geptri/es, and ſearch'd into the moſt 
ſecret Retirements of Philoſophy and ſecular Learning, in which re- 
Heft Philoftorgins ſayes » , and perhaps truly, Athanaſius was but a 
hild to him. Nor content with this, he chiefly applied himſelf to 
the knowledge of the holy Scriptures, and the Principles of Chriſti- 
an Theology, he perfe&ly underſtood all the ſublime and nice Spe- 
culations of thoſe times, and knew the Subtleties and Subterfuges of 
the ſeveral Sefts, and where to countermine and blow them up. He 
was in ſhort, ſayes his own Brother, @gzvs meer#£:9., a two-hand- 
ed Champion, who being arm?*d both with divine and humane Lite- 
rature, beat down his Adverſaries wherever he came, and ſucceſsfully 
encountred both Heathens and Hereticks, ſeldom failing to come off 
a Conqueror. This made his Judgment fo oft defired, and ſo much 
relied on in weighty and important Caſes, this made the Hereſtarchs 
of thoſe times ſo afraid to meddle with him, chooſing rather to rail 
at bim at a diſtance, than to engage with him in a cloſe diſpure. 
2 Nay 


L + S no eaſie Matter to atempt his juſt CharaQter, Nazianzen 
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Nay Ennomins himſelf, though a man otherwiſe of a fteel'd Forehead 
yet when he underrook to anſwer what Baſi/ had writ againſt him, 
ſuppreſs'd his Book for many years, and wauld not publiſh ir, till after 
S. Baſi/'s death, when he promis'd himſelf he ſhould be without the 
reach of Confutation. 

Il. HIS ſtyle and way of writing is admirable, and almoſt inimi. 
table, *cis proper, perſpicuous, ſignificant, ſofr, {mooth, and calle, and 
yet perſwafive and powerful, and flowing trom him with a natural and 
unaffeRed grace and {weetneſs. His accuracy in Philoſophy did not 
vitiate the tertenels and fluency of his Style, nor the ſoftneſ and 
elegancy of his Expreſſions weaken the nervous force and conviQtion 
of his Arguments. Phrlothers Patriarch of Conftantinople tells us 
was obſcrvd as peculiar to him, that he fo ſubrilly penetrates , 
ſearches, adjuſts, and treats of the moſt ſ{ublime and intricate Specu- 
lations of Theology, as at once both to inform the mind, and to move 
the Paſſions : that he ſeems to ſpeak nothing bur life, and to breath a 
Soul into the dulleft Argument he diſcourſes of. And Photins » one 
of Philotheus's Predeceſlors in that See; a man, if any other, able to 
paſs Sentence in theſe Matters, fayes of him, that for the perſivaſive 
and panegyrical way of diſcourling, no other Pattern need be ſet, no 
not that of Plato or Demoſthenes themſelves, though ſo much admir' 
and magnified by the Ancients, Eraſmus * prefers him before the 
moſt fam'd Orators of Greek, in whom he finds ſomething ſhort of 
him. Pericles ſpake like Thunder, but it was without Art ; Lyſ« 
evaporated intoemprinels and ſubtlety, Phalareus was pleaſant, but 
wanted Gravity ; //ocrates loſt the native Grace of Speech by too- 
affefted Periods; and Demoſthenes himſelf, beſides other things, had 
this fault, that his Compoſitions were too forc'd and elaborate. 
Whereas in this great man, neither Art nor Nature, neither Study 
nor Exerciſe were wanting to render him moſt accompliſh'd. Na 
he ſticks not to give him the preheminence of all the great Eccleſ- 
aſtick Worthies of his time: Athanaſius was excellent at teaching, 
but defeQtive in humane gry  Nazianzen a great man, but too 
greedy of a ſmart Period, anda florid Style; Nyſſea was content with 
a pious Simplicity ; Chr3/o/tomz eloquent indeed, bur diffuſive and lux- 
uriant, and over apt to run out into needleſs Digrefſions. But now 
in Biſ/, the nicelt Falat could nor find that which might diſtaſt, His 
way of expreſſing himſelf ſimple and natural, he ſpake with all the 
advantages of Art, and yet made no Oftentation of any thing elabot 
rate and artificial ; he ſhew'd himſelf Maſter of Philoſophy at every 
turn, and yet without any AﬀeCtation, nor ever made uſe of foreign 
Arts, but when they might be ſublervient to Piety and Religion. In 
expounding Scripture he is wary and cautious, and yet plain and per- 
ſpicuous ; in his encomiaſtick way, he ſo admirably accommodated 
himſelf to popular Auditories, that he ſpake nothing but what the 
People underſtood, and yer the learned admir'd, Whatever Argy- 
ment he manages, *tis alwayes attended with a chaſt and pleaſant 
Eloquence, that falls naturally from him. His Diſcourſes loſe much 
of their native Grace and Beauty, when deriv'd into any other Lan- 
guage. And therefore George [rapezuntiusthough a learned man, and 
a Greek born, undertaking the Tranſhtion of his Works, was forc'd 
to give over, and confeſs the Rowan Tongne wanted ſomething - 
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reach the Elegancy and Ornaments of his Language, The Truth is, 
if in any one thing he excell'd more than other, it was Eloquence, 
Twas this principally that endear'd him to Libanins, the great Pro- 
feſſor and Maſter of Eloquence at that time, who magnifies him upon 
this account as the wonder of the Age. And when once in an Aflem- 
bly of great and honorable Perſons * a Letter from Baſil was delivered 
co him, he had no ſooner read it, but in a kind of triumph he cried 
out, We are overcome, The Aſſembly wondered at the Paſſage, agd 
enquired the reaſon ; We are overcome, laid he, in the elegancy of Ep. 
les, "tis Baſil that is the Conqueror, who is my Friend, and for that rea- 
ſon I rejoyee. The Company not ſatisfied, commanded the Letter to 
beread, and then unanimoully gave Sentence that *rwas ſo indeed, 
nor would Alypius, who had read the Letter, part with it, *cill ſome 
time after he was hardly prevaild with to reſtore it. And indeed 
how much Libanias, (notwithſtanding the prejudices of his Religion, 
and the common Emulations of learned men) admir'd the Eloquence 
of this great man (for ſurely they were ſomething more than Com- 
lements he beſtow'd upon him) is abundantly evident from the 
Epiſtles ſill extant, that paſs'd between them. 

III. We have ſeen what were his natural and acquir'd Perfe&ions, 
ſet us next ſurvey him in his moral and divine Accompliſhments. He 
was a man acted by the true Genius and Spirit of Religion ; he lov'd 
God ſincerely, whoſe honor and the Intereſts of Religion he prefer'd 
infinitely we 4 his own eale and ſafety. He frequently bewail'd * the 
unhappy Diſſentions of thoſe times, and ſer himſelf to conſult and 
promote the Peace of the Church, to the Settlement whereof he 
thought all other things ought to give way. A paſlionate admirer, 
and a moſt reſolute afſertor of Truth, and of that Faith rhat was once 
delivered to the Saints. For though his Enemies, to ſerve their own 
ends by _—_ his Reputation, did lometimes charge him with cor- 
rupting the Chriſtian DoArine, and entertaining impious and unor: 
thodox Sentiments, and thar too in ſome of the jm Articles, yer 
the ObjeQtion when look'd into, did quickly vaniſh, himſelf ſolemnly 
profeſſing upon this occaſion ©, that however in other reſpe&ts he had 
enough to anſwer for ; yet this was his Glory and Triumph, that he 
had never entertain'd falſe Notions of God, but had con(tantly kepr 
the Faith pure and inviolate, as he had receiv'd it from his Anceſtors. 
His vigorous oppoſition of Hereſie was ſufficiently ſeen in his attempts 
vgainſt the principal Sects then on foot, the Followers of Arius, S«- 


bellius, Photinus, Marcellus, Macedonins, Eunomins, Apollinaris, who 


felt the EffeQts of his great Abilities, and his Maſculine Zeal. And 
herein no Propoſals how advantageous foever could biaſs him, no Dan- 
gers terrific or unſettle him. Witneſs his unſhaken Conſtancy 
under the malitious Inſinuations of his Enemies ; the potent Afſaults 
of the great Miniſters of State ; his generous {lighting at once both 
the Frowns and Favours of the Arie» Emperor ; his writing Letters 
at the fame time to confirm the wavering, and retrive the lapſed, 
when 'twas not ſafe to do it, at leſs than the Peril of his head ; and 
when like Elijah in the Reign of Ahab, he was in a manner left alone 
to ſtand up for a good Cauſe inan evil Time. Nor was his Life in all 
other Inſtances leſs Piqus and Exemplary, being . conducted by 
the ſtricteſt Rules and Meaſures of Religion. He liv'd above the 
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"Tafirmities, (whereof he complains almoſt in every Epiſtle) belife 


World 4 , and with a noble ſcorn look'd down upon the Glory, the 
Pomps, Plenty, Grandeur, Luxuries and Pleaſures of ir ; his Riches 
were to poſſeſs nothing, and he eſteem'd the Croſs beyond all other 
Treaſures. His Appertites were moſt chaſt and regular, and which 
he had perfeQly ſubdued to the Diſcipline of Mortification and ſelf. 
denial. His Diet mean and ſmall, ſo little that he ſeem'd to live 
without it, and to have put on before-hand the life of Angels. Hig 
Wardrobe afforded but one Coat, and a Pallinm, the cold ground was 
his Bed, Bread and Salt his ordinary Bill of Fare, and the next Spring 
his Cellar, whither he retir'd to quench his thirſt. But what he 
wanted towards himſelf, he made up in care towards others, in his 
incomparable Charity to the Poor. What Eſtate he had (which 
was not inconſiderable) he diſpos'd that way, and where his own fell 
ſhort, he perſwaded a liberal Supply out of the Purſes of the Rich, 
wherewith he. erefted and endow*'d a noble Hoſpital without the 
City, whereinto he gathered all the Sick, the Lame, the diſeaſed 
thar were about the City, unable to help themſelves, and nor eaſily 
help'd by others. So that the Streets and High-wayes were no longer 
peſtred with thoſe lamentable SpeCtacles of want, anguiſh and mike. 
rv, that had lately fd every corner. Here all neceſſaries were pro- 
vided for them, the ſuperintendency whereof himſelf undertook, and 
that he might ſet a good Example to others, he ſtoop'd to the mean- 
eſt Offices about them, not diſdaining to kiſs and embrace the worſt 
of the Patients, at whoſe ſtench and Sores others were ready nicely 
to recoil and ſtart back, By which *ris evident how unjuſtly he was 
accus*d by ſome of being proud, a Weed not likely to thrive in fo 
haras'd and mortified a foyl; his kind behavior, known Condeſcen- 
ſion to all ranks of men, his equal and patient bearing *© the freeſt 
Reproofs and Admonitions of his Friends, being a ſufficient Confu. 
tation of that groundleſs Slander. It was no doubt the Gravity and 
Conſtancy of his Temper, and his uncourtly incompliance with ſome 
mens humors faſtened that charge upon him. Nor was he of a ſower 
and moroſe Diſpoſition, in company none more pleaſant and chearful, 
none more facetiouſly Witty; when he reprov'd, none did it more 
gently, ſo as neither the fierceneſs ofthe reproof made the Perſon in- 
{olent, nor the ſoftneſs of it rendred it ineffe&tual. He was in ſhort, 
a calm, harmleſs, and quiet Perſon ; and though in his latter time, 
through the Iniquity of the Age he liv'd in, he became a man of Strife 
and Contention, yet in himſelf he was of an humble and peaceable 
Temper, kind to, and belov'd by all good men, and rever'd by his 
orcateſt Enemies. Ifafter all, any one be curious to know what kind 
of body it was that cloath'd ſo brave and great a Soul, we find him 
thus deſcrib'd f : He was tall and ſtrait, lean and meager, of a brown 
Complexion, but ſomewhat mpuys his Noſe of a juſt Dimenſion, his 
Eye-brows large and almoſt circular, his look muſing and thoughtful, 
few wrinkles in his face, and thoſe not yrs ym. his viſage long, 
his Temples ſomewhat hollow, and his Beard prolix. In his youn- 
ger dayes he was of a freſh and florid Complexion? , of an healthful 
and well-built Conſtitution, till over-intenſe Study, exceſſive Faſting 
and Abſtinence, and the many Troubles he met with, pulPd him down, 
impair'd his Health, and ſubje&ted him ro habitual Weakneſſes and 
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thoſe more violent Diſtempers that frequently ruſh'd upon him. I 
only add, that ſo great was the Veneration which the World then 
had for him, that many affeted * even his bodily ImperfeQions, and 
his odd accidental Cultoms as an Ornament, ſtriving to imitate the 

leneſs of his looks, the faſhion of his Beard, the manner of his Gate, 
bis ſparingneſs 6f Speech, deep muſing and thoughtfulneſs, his Garb 
and —_ and the manner of his Diet and Lodging, things in re- 
ſpe&t of him purely caſual and unaffteQed. 

IV. OF the Works that he left behind him, ſome have been bu- 
ried under the Ruins of time, there being evidence engugh that he 
wrote more than what have been tranſmitted ro us. Amongſt thoſe 
that remain, ſome are unduly aſcrib'd to him, in which number are 
the X. and XI. Homilies upon the Hexaemeron, generally thought 
(but for any thing I ſee without any cogent reaſon) to have been added 
by his Brother /Vyſſex, the Encomium vite ſolitarie, or de laudibus 
Eremi, no where found in Greek, and in truth is a piece of Peter Da- 
mizn, beſides ſeveral others extant in the laſt Volums of his Works. 
His genuine Writings conſiſt of Commentaries, Controverſies, Ser- 
mons, Encomiaſticks, Epiſtles, and Canonical Tratts. Amongſt the 
firſt are his Commentaries upon the firſt XVI. Chapters of the Pro- 
phet [/ay, unjuſtly queſtiond by ſome, chiefly, becauſe not menti- 
on'd by Swidas or S. Ferom, as it they pretended to deliver an exact 
Catalogue of all the Writings of the Ancients, when they ſo often 
confeſs there were many which they had never ſeen. However this 
defe& is abundantly ſupplied by the plain evident Teſtimonies of S/- 
mon the Metaphraſt, Antonins Meliſſa, Maximus the Monk, Damaſcen, 
Oecumenins, and T araſins Patriarch of Conſtantinople, who all cite it as 
the undoubted Work of our Cappadocian Prelate. For his Controver- 
ſies none challenge more Conſideration than his -oreg:t Libri (as S.Je- 
' #om Calls them, #Zajpere Acgor, as Suid.zs out of him) his incomparable 
Books againſt Eunomins, wherein with ſuch a mighty force he batrers 
down the impious Afertions of that bold man. The whole conſiſts 
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of five Books at this day, but the two laſt ſeem not to be of equal . 


| Authority wich the other, having no earlier Teſtimony thak the 
| times of the Florentine Council to flupport them ; nor are they found 
in the moſt ancient Manuſcripts,. not to mention the difference of 


the Style. And indeed ſince Ennomims his reply (which he publiſh'd 
not tl after Baſil's death) conſiſted but of three i Books, tis not 


unreaſonable to conjeCture that Baſi/ originally writ no more. Hither 
alſo, as being partly Polemical, we may reter his Book de Spirits 
Santo, which Eraſmus. firit, and (ince him many, do with great 
clamor and confidence cry out tobe corrupted and interpolated, eſpe- 
cially in the Addition of the three laſt Chapters, but _— with- 
out any juſt reaſon, the Exceptions to it being weak and trifling, ſo 
inconſiderable, that the learned Caſaubon (who being better vers'd 
than ordinary in the: Rites and Monuments of the ancient Church, 
law that the main ObjeRion from Apoſtolical Traditions would not 
bear the ſtreſs that was laid upon it) fairly gives * up the Cauſe. 
His Sermons are cither upon ſome parts of Scripture, or upon part1- 
cular Subjefts, In the firſt Claſs are his IX. Homilies upon the H-x- 
aemeron, or the fix dayes Creation ; a piece (fayes S»id4zs | ) juſtly to 
be admir'd, and which Nyſſez ® affirms, ought to give place to 
nothing 
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nothing but the inſpir'd Volums. *Twas early tranſlated by Eu/tarhj. 
into Latin, and by him dedicated to his Kinſwoman $Syxclericy 
the Deaconeſs. A Tranſlation ſo accurate, that Caffiodore * is not 
afraid to ſay, that it has match'd the elegancy of the original Com. 
poſition, Such alſo are his XXII. Homilies upon the” P/a/mzs, out of 
which were taken the Excerpra extant in the ancient Catenas, and 
are quite another thing from the $ch0/i4 upon the P/a/ms, inſerted 
into the Latiz Editions of this Father, borrow'd for the molt par, 


from S. Chriſtom and Theodorit. The Prologue to theſe Homilies 
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S. Auguſtin, or ſome for him, tranſlated into Latin, and clap'd before 
his Tratts upon the Pſalms. And therefore when Rzver affirms » 
(and makes Fronto Ducens vouch for him) that this Prologue is S. 44. 
guſtir's, tranſlated by ſome body into Greek, and attributed to S.Baſi/, 
he is greatly out himſelf, and wrongs that learned Jeſuit, who plain. 
ly ore ? the quite contrary. Belides theſe, he has ſeveral fingle 
Homilies upon particular Snbjetts, both Theological and Moral, as 
de fide, baptiſme, penitentia, &c. de avaritia, invidia, ebrietate, &c. 
in all which he diſcourſes finely, and admirably accpmmodates him- 
ſelf to the Neceſſities and Capacities of his Hearers. In his Encomi- 
aſtick Orations (wherein his peculiar Talent lay) he elegantly dif- 
playes the Faith and Patience, the Courage and Conſtancy of thoſe 
who had ſuffered for the Faith; with ſuitable accounts of things, 
and proper Exhortations to the Imitation of their Vertues, as in his 
Oration upon the XL. Martyrs that ſuffered at Sebaſtea in Armenia, 
upon the Martyrdom of Gord/us, Falitta, &c. Epiſtles he wrote many, 
oy tiy aueavoy, 4 fayes Suidas, than which nothing can be more 
excellent and incomparable, and which Photius * commends as the 
true Norma and CharaQter of Epiſtolary writing ; CCCCXXVII. of 
them are ſtill extant, (amongſt 'which are interſpers'd ſome few from 
Nazianzen and Libanius) wherein befides the inward CharaQtr of 
the man drawn by his own Pen, we have many uſeful Paſſages of 
thoſe times, and thence we have extracted a good part of his Life, 


. Beſides theſe, he has an Epiſtolary Diſcourſe to Chilo his Scholar, who 
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had Quitted the ordinary Rules of the monaſtick Inſtitution, and 
turn'd Anchoret, wherein he gives him many excellent Admonitions 
and Rules for that State of Life ; a Letter to a Monk, and another 
to a devout Virgin, who had committed folly together, where in a 
paſſionate ſtrein of Eloquence he repreſents the Aggravations of their 
Crime, and excites them to repentance. He has als three Canonical 
Epiſtles to Amphilochins of Iconium, at whoſe deſire he drew up a body 
of Rules and DireQions, wherein he ſtates the Nature of the Crimes 
moſt uſually incident to humane Life, and preſcribes the ſeveral Pen- 
nances that were fit to be undergone before Abſolution, agreeably 
to the ſence of the Ancients,and the eſtabliſh'd Canons of the Church. 
But theſe three more properly belong to the laſt Claſs of his Works 
which I mention'd, viz. his Canonical Trafts; amongſt which I place 
firſt, his Aſcetick Rules and Conſtitutions mention*d by S. Jerom and 
others, wherein with great acuteneſs and elegancy he reſolves Doubts 
and Interrogatories rais'd out of Scripture, and layes down excellent 
Rules for thoſe that engag'd in a monaſtick Life.” *Tis true Sozomen 
tells © us, this work was aſcrib'd to Exſtathins Biſhop of Sebaſtea; 


but then he ſayes, *twas compoſed by Baſi/, and that there were = 
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ſme that reported it to have been written by E»ſtathizs, Indeed 
the unanimous Suffra :e of Antiquity, (as is plain from Fero, X «fi- 
nw, Tuſtinian the Emperor, Phot;ws, Suidas, &c.) conſtantly adjudg 
it to S. Baſi/. It conlitted of old (as Photius t informs us) of rwo * cod. CXCI. 
Books, the firſt whereof contain'd thoſe ſhort TraQts 4 7} :dicio Dei, ©9493: 
d Fide, and ſome others, plac'd at this day before his Ethicks ; the 
ſecond his Diſcourſes de In{t:titione Monxchorum, wherein he repre- 
ſents the CharaQter of a Chriſtian, preſſing on towards Perfe&ion ; 
and theſe as a kind of Preface to his ceg: 7 ragms, or Regule fuſins 
diſputate, conliſting of LV. Queſtions propounded by the Monaſticks, 
with S. Baſis anſwers.” Which are followed by CCCXUL oep1 x7 
mul, or ſhorter Rules delivered in the ſame way. ExaQtly accor- 
ding to the account which Phorims has given of them; ſo that there 
can be no doubt but they are the ſame. In the Copy by which the 
Venice Edition of 47m. MDLIU. was printed, there was a Scholium 
added, implying that that Manuſcript had been tranſcrib'd from a 
moſt ancient Copy brought our of Poxtus, and the places where Baſil 
had liv'd an Aſcetick Life, and had been compard with rhe Copy 
found in S. Bafi/s own Hoſpital at Cans out of which were added 
XXVII. Chapters more, together with the Penalties that were to be 
inflited upon delinquent Monks. Theſe Conſtitutions Refinzs tells » * 14b. 2. « 9. 
us he deſign'd to turn into Latin for the benefit of the Weſtern» Monks, *: 5% 
and he afterwards perform'd it, though he contrated them into a 
narrower compaſs. Of ſome affinity with theſe, are his 'HSmg: or . 
Morals. containing LXXX. divine Rules, each backd with apt ſele& 
_ of Scripture, for the conduft and Government of a holy 
Life. 

V. UNDER this head of Canonical Tracts, I may take leave to 
place his Liturgy, whach as to the Subſtance of it, I make no doubt 
tobe truly his. For ſeeing Naz/anzen exprelly tells us” , that after * orar. XX. 
his return to C2/area, he not only drew up Rules for the Monaſtick ?: 34% 
Life, which he delivered both by word and writing, but alſo com- 
pos'd cuyey Hemters, Orders and Forms of Prayers, and appointed 
etgouices P AnyglEs, decent Rites and Ornaments for the Altar, and 
fince himſelf * elſewhere gives us an account of the Form of publick * xp. Lx11. 
Service usd in the Oratories of his Inſtitution, anſwerable to this ?* 9* 
Liturgy, and agreeable (as he tells us) to all the Churches of God, 
I can ſee no reaſon why it ſhould be rob'd of the Title which it has 
alwayes claim'd to ſo great a hand. Not but that in its preſent Frame 
and Conſtitution *tis much chang'd from its original Simplicity, ha- 
ving receiv'd ſeveral Additions and Interpolations in after-times, -as a 
Stream, though never ſo clear at the Fountain-head, contrats mud 
and filth by the ſeveral Channels through which it paſſes. ' But theſe 
being diſcharg'd (as 'tis no hard matter for a man versd in Church- 
Antiquity, to ſeparate the Chaff from the Wheat) the reſt will juſtly 
entitle it ſelf to this great man's Compoſition, and be found conſo- 
nant enough to the Cuſtoms and Uſages of that Age. Hence the 
older the Copies of it, ſtill the more pure and unexceptionable ; thus 
the Syriac Liturgy of S. Baſil, which Maſixs receiv'd from Moſes Mar- 
denus his Maſter, and turn'd into Latin» , is much more conciſe, and y 4ntw. edir. 
free from many of thoſe obnoxious Paſſages which are crept into the 4. 1565. 
Lreek Copies extant at this day. Ir has till this laſt Age uncontroul- 
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ably maintain'd its Title, and is ſtill us'd with great Reverence and 
Devotion by the Greek Church upon ſome of their more ſolemn times, 
that of S. Chr:/tom by realon of its ſhortneſs being in ordinary uſe , 
which twoLiturgick Tombs ws ayixg.Irv anpedb.Snodp ny C ewe ywvody 
have from ancient times been tranſmitted te us, and approv'd and 
us'd as authentick, ſayes Jeremas * the Greek Patriarch in his an. 
ſwer to the Witrenbero-Divines. I ſhall have done with the conj. 
deration of his Works, when I have ebſerv'd, with how much ye. 
neration they. were receiv'd by the Ancients ; and I need inſtance in 
ro more, than in that Eloginm which Nazianzen, who beſt knew and 
was beſt able to judge, gives of them from his own experience, 
* Since he is gone (fayes he») all pleaſure and delight ceaſes, the 
< only GaisfaGion we enjoy, is the Books and Writings he has left 
© behind him, in whoſe ſtock all that write after him muſt henceforth 
«© trade. Let the Ancients now fit down in filence, and whatever 
© they have written for the Explication of the holy Volums, a new 
©* Writer is ſtart up, and he's with us the beft Scholar, who moſt 
© converſes with, reads, underſtands, and digeſts his Writings, 
« which alone are ſufficient to inſtru in all the Paths of Learning, 
* This only willI fay concerning him. As oft as I take up his H-xa- 
* meronand read it out, I converſe with my great Creator, under. 
* ſtand the reaſons and methods of the Creation, and do much 
* more reverence and admire my Maker, than I was wont to do, 
* when barely viewed the frame of things. When I read his Books 
* againſt Hereticks, methinks I ſee the Flames of Sodom, reducing - 
© theſe bold and impious Tongues to Aſhes, or behold the Tower of 
© Babel, inſolently attempted ; but powerfully. difſipated and deſtroy, 
* When I turn over his Book 4e Spiritu Santto, I meet with the true 
* God, and inſiſting upon thoſe grounds of Theology which he has 
* laid down, am enabled confidently to preach and declare the Truth, 
* When peruſe his other Expoſitions, which in ſeveral wayes he 
* made for the In{truQtion of the Ignorant ; I find my ſelf tranſported 
* beyond the Letter, and Superficies of words, and carried up from 
* one degree of light unto another, till at laſt I arrive at the higheſt 
** Point. While I read his Encomiaſticks upon'the Martyrs, I deſpiſe 
* the Body, and am joyn'd in conſort with the heavenly Chorus, and 
* inſpir'd with an eager Deſire and Spirit of Martyrdom. Do I caſt 
* my eyes upon his Ethicks, his moral and practical Diſcourſes, Iam 
*© preſently engag'd to cleanſe my ſelf from all filthineſs of Fleſh and 
* $p+rit, turn'd into the Temple of God, and the Organ of the holy 
* Ghoſt, to ſet forth the praiſes of the divine Power and Glory, and 
& am refin'd into a God-like Temper, transform'd into another thing 
&« than I was before. Thus far that excellent man, and more he has 


« there to the ſame purpole. 
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SECT. VIII. 


An account of his neareſt Relations. 


His Relations and Parents. The pious death of his Mother Ermelia. 
The ſingular Piety and ftrittneſs of Life of his Siſter Macrina. The 
immature death of his hopeful Brother Naucratius. His Brother Gre- 

ry Biſhop of =_ ſhort account of his Brother Peter Biſhop of 
Cebaltea. The happineſs of his Parents in having three Sons eminent 
Biſhops at one time. FHlis Writings enumerated. 


L EFORE weconclude S. Baſis Life, it = perhaps refle& 
7 ſome light upon his Story, to give a brief account of his 

neareſt Relations. His Father Baſfi/ (whom ſome » I know » 1444. 4 
not by what Authority, do in his latter dayes make a Biſhop or a Sip. Zccl. in 
Prieſt at leaſt) died while his Children were yet very young. His away 
Mother Emmelia, after the death of her Husband, and care taken in $: Nun. i. of 
the Education of her Children, at the perſwaſion of her Daughter 4 + 
Mecrina, and that ſhe might be near her Son Baſil, quitted the World, 
and retir'd after him into the Wilderneſs, where ſhe planted her ſelf 
ma Village © on the other fide of the River Iris, that ſo ſhe might * 2. zpif. 
receiye the comfort of his frequent Viſits, and whence in a time of =1=emugy 
ſcarcity, or upon any particular occaſion ſhe was wont to ſupply 4 him *v2.zp.vur. 
with neceſſary Proviſions. Broken at laſt with extream Age, ſhe fell #- 733: 
into her laſt Sickneſs ©; her Daughter Macrins, the eldeſt, and her « wy. a: v4. 


| Son Perer, the youngeſt of her ten Children, were then with her, Macrinp.186. 


and aſſiſted her in her laſt hours. Having pray'd for, and bleſ{s'd her . 
Children that were abſent, ſhe took the two preſent, one ſitting on 
the one ſide of the Bed, and the other og the other, by the hand, and 
thus delivered them up to God. To thee, O Lord, I here devote and 
; up both the firſt Fruits, and the Tenth of my Children; this the firſt, 
the other the tenth and laſt of the Fruit of my Womb. Both are thine by 
Lew, both due as Gifts and Offerings unto thee, Let both therefore be in- 
tirely conſecrated to thy ſelf. And ſo having given order for her burial, 
that ſhe might be inter'd in the Sepulchre of her Family (which was 
done accordingly) ſhe died, a little before Baſis advancement to the 
See of Ceſares, who bewail'd f her death, as the loſs of the only * zp.vIt p.ga. 
comfort of his Life, the news whereof put him into a relapſe that had 
near coſt his Life. 

IT. OF the ten Children which ſhe had, four only beſides Baſil 
ſurvive in Story, Macrine, Naucratius, Gregory, and Peter. Macrins 
waseldeſt, borrowing her name from her good Grand-mother Mz- 
crins, ſometime Scholar to S. Gregory Thawmaturgus. Her Mother 
was particularly ſollicitous about her Education, and being a Chuld of 
acute and excellent Parts, beſides Family-Afﬀairs , ſhe eſpecially 
train her up in the knowledge of the Scriptures, and particularly of 
thoſe Rules which Solomon has laid down for the good Government 
of the Life. She often read the Pſalter, which ſhe committed to 
memory, and repeated upon all rep when ſhe went to Bed, 
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or aroſe in the Morning, or betook her ſelf to, or left off any work 
when ſhe ſat down to, or roſe trom Meals, or went to her Devoxi. 
ons, ſhe alwayes us'd to ſing a Plalm. Such was her courſe even he. 
fore ſhe was twelve years of Age. Her Piety encreas'd with her 
years, and her beauty with both, which made her fo. much courted, 
that her Facher to prevent importunities, provided her a ſuitable 
match, but tlie Centleman died before the Conſummation ; ' and ſhe 
not ſ\rry for the occaſion, thenceforth refoly'd upon a- ſingle Life, 
and to be aſſiſtant ro her Mother in educating the other Children, 
Which ſhe perform'd with great care and diligence, perſwading her 
rother B:{/\, then newly returnd trom the Univerſity, to lay aſide 
the lofry opinion of his great learning, and to embrace the humble 
and dificult way of virtue, and to form himſelf to the ſtrineſs of 
a retired life. Her Father being dead, and the reſt of the Family dif. 
poſed of, ſhe withdrew from common converſe ; and together with 
a company of pious Maids, over whom ſhe preſided as Goyerneſ,, 
ſpent her whole time in citcles of devotion. and in the ſtrifteſt exer. 
ciſes of piety and virtue, Her Brother /V; [ſen (who had not ſeen her 
of eight years) undertook a journey to viſit her, and in the way had 
ſome obſcure intimations in his dream concerning her death, which 
he then kneiv not what to make of, Coming to the place, he found 
her ſick, adminiſtred aſſiſtances proper to her dying circumſtances, 
and after her deceaſe ſaw her interr'd with great ſolemoity. After 
which he at large wrote her life 5, worthy the peruſal of the learned 
Reader. She is ſaid to have been infefted with Or/ze's opinion : but 
finding it reported by no other than Vicephori *, I ſuppoſe he miſ. 
took her for her Grandmother Mariza, Auditor of S. Gregory, who 
had had Or7gez for his Tutor. 

IIT. Baſi!'s next Brother was NVaucratizs i, (or, as Conſtantine Porphy- 
rogenneta * calls him, Pancratius) a Youth of an amiable ſhape, ſtrong 
body, and no leſs admirable endowments of mind. At XXII. years 
of age he had given ſignal evidence of his eloquence and abiliries in 
his publick Orations , to the great applauſe and admiration of the 
Theatre, when on a ſudden he threw uþ all, and retired into the 


Wilderneſs, ſertling himſelf in a convenient ſolitude near the River 


Iris, where he enjoyed the company of none but a few mortified old 
men, whom he provided for by hunting (whereat he was dextrous) 
and was ready upon all occaſions to attend his Mother. Five years 
he ſpent in this retirement, when going out one day to hunt, ac- 
companied with none but his dear Chry/aphivzs (whom of all his Do- 
meſticks he had choſen to be the confiane Companion of his lite) 


they were both brought home dead : A loſs that infinitely afifted 


his Mother, and fell heavy (tho {he bore it with a maſculine patience) 
upon his Siſter Macrina, who loved him above all the reſt. Next 


him was Gregory, a perſon of excellent learning and great eloquence, 


made afterwards Biſhop of Nyſſa in Cappadocia, .baniſht and perſecu- 
ted by the Arians, who notwithſtanding all their malicious attempts 


againſt him, liv'd to a great age, till near the concluſion of this Cer- 


zury, though the JO time of his death cannot be recovered. 
IV. The laſt of the Brothers, and indeed of all che Children ! (his 


Father dying as ſoon as he was born) was Peter, who was much be- 


holden for the advantages of his Education to the care and tenderneſs 


of 
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his Siſter Micrinr, who ſeafon'd his early years with religious Prin- 
ciples, and the knowledge of Divihe things, and ſo filld up all his 
hours, that he had little leaſure to divert to vain uſeleſs ſtudies. She 
was Father and Maſter, Tutor and Guardian to him , whom ſhe {6 
improved by her prudent counci:s and inſtruftions, that he quickly 
arriv'd to the utmoſt perfeftion of true Philoſophy. He had parts 
capable of any Science, eſpectally a gexius for Mechanick Arts, which 
without any help he made himſelf Maſter' of, beyond what others 
with long time and pains are wont to'do. \And though he attain'd 
not an equal accuracy and perfeCtion in external literature with his 
Brothers, yet in the improvements of Virtue he was equal to them. 
To which end he gave up himſelfro a ſolitary and aſcetic life, joyn- 
ing himſelf to the retired converſation of his Mother and Siſter, with 
Jo he ſpent a good part of his life. He was peculiarly remar- 
+ kable for his Hoſpitality and Charity, and when in a time of great 
famine, multitudes that had heard of his liberal temper flocked to 
him into the deſert, he made ſuch plentiful provifions for them, that 
the place ſeem'd no longer to be a Wilderneſs, Btt a populous City. 
Bſi/ being promoted to the Biſhoprick of Czſarez, ordain'd him Pres- 
byter, as afterwards he was made Biſhop of Sebaſtes (that robably 
oat was ſituate in Cappadocia, Or as Stephanys according to the Div1- 
ſion in his time, in Armerza, there being ſeveral Cities of that and the 
like denomination, Sebafte, Sebaſtea, Sebaſtopol in the Eaſtern parts) 
. though when this was, or how long he fat, or how he diſcharg'd the 
' Aﬀairs of that See, we are wholly left in the dark. Nothing of his 
Writings remain, but one ſhort Epiſtle to his Brother Nyſſez, who at 
his requeſt, had undertaken to anſwer Exnomias's Book againſt Baſil, 
and had defir'd his advice how to proceed in that Aﬀair. By this ac- 
count that we have given, we ſee it true what Nazianzen ® obſerv'd = 0-4. xx, 
in his Funeral Oration upon Bafi/, that however his Parents were re- t: 322. 
nowned for many noble Virtues and honorable Qualities, yet this was 
the greateſt, the moſt glorious of all, that they were ſo happy in 
their Children. And perhaps 'tis an inſtance hardly to be parallell'd 
in any Age, for three Brothers, all men of note and eminency, to be 
Biſhops at the ſame time. 
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His Works. 
Genuine. Aa Monachum epſon, & Virgin, 


» Epiſt. IN, 
y:10 IX. ix Hexaemeron. Hochiums Epiftole Canoni- 
mos Homili,e XXII Erie 
Hl £ « XXX. Varis arguments. 8 e CCCCXXYIL 


De baptiſmo Lib. Il. EY, led ” lats. 


De wera virginitate ad Letoinm Mor ale od (XIV. ex Bafulis 
Melitens. hbris. Per Si 1eonem!' he 
Commentarii in XVI. priori Iſis tamſeleffe. 


PFs 
Adverſus Ennomium Lib. V. Suppolititious. 
Ad Amphilochiun ge Spiritu SaniJo. 
Sermo de Abdicatione reryme Homil. X* & XI* in Hexaeneran, 
Do wera ac pie Fide. De Grammatice exercitatione Libel 
roemjum Ethicorum de judicio Nei» Ins (revers Moſ 
Ethica feu Moralia. De Conſolatione in fir. Lat 
Alcetics eu ae Inſtitut. Monach. De landibus eremi, ſeu nk 


( fragmentum ex oper, 
Regul fafus diſputate, manu.) 
Regules breviores. Admotitio ad filiam Spiritualem. Lg. 
Conſtitutioves Monaſtic: Precatio cum w ſacris 0; ay | 


Epiſtols ad Chilopem yp Oo ” Epiſtole ad Julie 
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The dearneſs between him and Baſil. The place and time of his birth, 
His Father Gregory brong ht up in an odd Sc of Religion, called tha 
of the Hypſiſtarians, What that Set was. His bigettry in that Tay; 
converted by what methods. Hig baptiſm ; his advancement to the Fee 
of Nazianzum. The ill condition of that place at his ccming to iz. 
His diligence in its Reformation. The exquiſite Piety of his Mather 
Nonna. The pregnancy of his Parts, and agreeableneſs of his temper 
ro the nobleſt Studies, His foraign Education| in what places, Hig 
Voyage to Athens, «nd the infinite danger of that paſſage. His fete 
al interceſſiun with Heaven. His dangers communicated to his Parent, 
in 4 dream. The appearance of bis Mother to one of his acquaintance 

- in the Ship. His happy arrival at Athens. His joynt ſtudies nith 
Baſil, and their generous Emulaticn, His divine aream concerni 
Wiſdom and C baftity His acquaintance with Julian, afterwards Em. 
perour, ,and the Cenſure he then paſt upon him. 


TT. GREGORY of Nazianzum ought by no 
means to be parted from S. Baf/, the great Cem. 
P4nion of his Life ; a pair of the deareſt and moſt 
mtimate Friends, that we meet with in the whole 
Hiſtory of the Church, knit and bound up info 
firm a friendſhip, that as himſelf tells us, they 
had all things common ; 


@ Puryy pic 
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and that *twas but one and the ſame Soul, that united and aQed both 
their Podies, He was born at A4rianzzm* (where his Father had a 
Country-houſe) an obſcure Village belonging to Nazianzam, a Town 
of the ſecond Cappadocia, fituate in that part of the Country called 
Tiberina, a poor, barren, unhealthful, and unpleaſant place, and which 
erhaps had filently paſs'd untaken notice of in Story, had not the in- 
tereſt it had in this great man given Reputaticn to it, He came into 
the World juſt about the time of the great Niceze Council, as if the 
divine Providence had deſign'd him on purpoſe for 2n able Champion 
to defend that Faith, that then began to be ſo vigorouſly oppos'd b 

the Arian FaQtion, and which the Fathers of that Synod tcok ſo muc 

pains to aſſert and eſtabliſh. - His Parents < were Perſcns of the bet- 
ter Rank, and no leſs eminent for their Vertues. His Father (whoſe 
name alſo was Gregory) was a good man, but had been unhappily 
educated 4 in an odd Set of Ref ion, a kind of Samaritaz mixture, 
made up of Judai/z: and Paganiſm, or rather ſome ſeleCt Rites of each: 
with the Gertiles they did honour to Fire, and burning Lights, but 
rejefted Idols and Sacrifices ; with the Jews they obſerv'd the Sab- 
bath, and a ſtrit abſtinence from ſcre kinds of Meats, but difown- - 
ed Circumciſion ; pretending to worſhip no cther Deity but the Al- 
mighty, Supreme, and Moſt high Gcd; whence they tock to them- 
ſelves the name of Hpſtarians; a Se not appearing among the 
Tribes of ancient Hereticks , though I like to it may be 


found among the Euphemite, mentioned by Epiphanins ©. It hadbeen 
it 
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it ſeems the Religion of his Anceſtors, and that wherein himſelf had 
been a Bigot in his younger years, the deſerting whereof loſt hum the 
kindneſs of his friends, eftrang'd * his own Mother from him, and 
cut him off of his Eſtate. All which he entertain'd with greater 
chearfulneſs than others are wont to do the greateſt Honours, know- 
ing that though he had loſt a Mother upon Earth, he had gain'da 
Father in Heaven ; and though diſpoiled of his Goods, he had lecured 
in Heaven a better and an enduring Subſtance. The chief Inſtrument 
of his converſion was his Wife , who continually plied him with 
prayers and importunate perſwaſions, which at length made impreſ- 
fion. Indeed he was admirably prepar'd for ſuch a change by the 
piety of his Temper, and the purity of his Life. He was ina manner 
a Chriftian even before his coming over to Chriſtianity : Such his 
ftri& care and government of himſelf, his humility and modeſty, his 
temperance nk. chaſtity, juſtice and integrity, uncorruptnelſs and im- 
ality in all the gzeat Offices of the Commonwealth which he 
wy undergone. Thus diſpol 'd, he ſtood fairer for a compliance with 
that Religion, wherein he was told theſe graces would ſhine with a 
better luſtre,and wherein they would receive their utmoſt accompliſh- 
ment and perfeQion. And an accident happened, which though 
not very conſiderable in it ſelf, did yet turn the Scale. He dream'd 8 
one night, what he had never done before, that he ſung that paſſage 
in David's Pſalms, I was glad when they ſaid unto me, let us go into the 
houſe of the Lord. This way of ſinging ſeem'd a little ſtrange to him 
but withall inſpir'd him with a fecret pleaſure and delight : The 00d 
Woman was not to be taught how to improve the paſſage, which 
ſhe explain'd and urg'd with all its advantages ; ſhe magnified the 
mighty kindneſs and condeſcention of Heaven, preſſing him not to be 
wanting to his own Salvation, nor any longer to reſiſt the call of 
God, but immediately to break through whatever ſtood in the way 
to hinder him. He now yielded up himſclf to her importunity, and 
that nothing __ be wanting, an opportunity preſented it ſelf to 
crown and compleat it. 

IT. IT happened about this time, that Leo»tius Biſhop of Ceſarea, 
with ſome other Prelates of his Province, ſet out in his Journey to 
the Council of Vice, and took Nazianzum in their way. To him he 
addrefs'd himſelf, and acquainted him with his earneſt defire to be 
made a Chriſtian ; in order whereunto he was forthwith put under 
the Rites preparatory to his initiation, in the management whereof 
the Catechiſt commutted a miſtake ; for inſtead of making him ſtand 
up during his attendance upon the Catechetick LeQure (as was cuſto- 
mary for the Catechumens who were Candidates for Baptiſm) he 
kneePd down all the while, a poſture proper only to thoſe who were 
to be conſecrated to the Prieſthood. They that were preſent per- 
ceiv'd the miſtake, but withall look*d upon it as a good Omen of his 
future advancement to the Epiſcopal Office. Sooh after he was bap- 
tizd by the Biſhop of Nazianzum, when at his coming out of the 
Baptiſteriums, an extraordinary light and ſplendor was ſeen to ſhine 
round about him, beholden by ſeveral, who at preſent took ne notice 
of it to one another, each one thinking the Viſion had been commu- 
nicated to him alone, but eſpecially to the Biſhop it appear'd with ſo 
lurprizing a brightneſs, that he publickly cried out, and told the 
Nn People, 
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People, that he had anointed this Perſon to be his Succeſſor in that 
place by the immediate Delignation of the holy Ghoſt. Which ac- 
cordingly came to % for upon the Biſhop's death, after ſome con. 
ſiderable vacancy, he was promoted to that See. He found the place 
ina bad condition, and every thing ſtrangely out of order. It had 
not been long eretted into an Epilcopal Station, his Predeceſſor be- 
ing the firſt Biſhop, a man indeed of an incomparable Life, but of 
great plainneſs and ſimplicity, deſtitute of thoſe. advantages, which 
the Biſhops of thoſe times were furniſh'd with, and which the 
evident neceſſities of the Church did require. And yet even he too 
ſoon ſnatch'd away, and the See a long time vacant after his death, 
ſo that it was milerably over run with Vice and Error, when our 
new Prelate entred-upon it, who ſet himſelf to make a ſpeedy Refor. 
mation, and by his prudence and diligence form'd the People to bet. 
ter Manners, and at once brought them under the Laws both of Civi- 
lity and Religion. Such, and fo excellent a Perſon was this great 
man's Father ; nor was his Mother Noxna leſs eminent for her Sex. 
A Woman deſcended of a pious Family, whole Vertues ſhe improyd 
to that height, that (if we may believe the account which her Son 
every where'gives of her) ſhe became for Piety the wonder of her 
Age. Children ſhe had then none at leaſt but one Daughter (if Gorgo- 
nia was her eldeſt ) and was eagerly deſirous * of a Son, in which 
behalf ſhe oft ſolicited Heaven, promiſing as Harnih did in the like 
Caſe, if God m- her one, {he would intirely devote him to him. 
Her Prayers like the others prevaiPd above, and God to gratihe her 


preſent importunity, was pleas'd in a Viſion by night to communicate 
to her both the ſhape of the Child ſhe ſhould bear, and the name by 


which he was to be calld. And no ſooner was ſhe delivered, but care- 
ful to perform her vow, ſhe immediately conſecrated and gave him up 

to Cod, 
ITI. A Child he prov'd of ripe pregnant Parts *, by which and 
the advantages of domeſtick Inſtitution, under the Diſcipline and 
Government of his Parents, he ſoon out-ſtripd his equals in Learning, 
wherein he made ſuch quick advances, that his tender years were no 
hinderance to thoſe improvements, which in others are the attain- 
ments of the matureſt Age. He was above the little ſports and plea- 
ſures of Youth, which he generouſly {lighted as vain and uſeleſs, and 
obſtruQtive to the ——_— of nobler Studies, nature having form'd 
him toa more grave and ſerious Temper, ſo that as his reaſon grew 
up with his years, he delighted in reading ſuch Books as were at that 
time written in defence of the Catholick Cauſe, and in frequently 
converfing with wiſe and good men. The firſt ſtep of his foraign 
Education, was to Ce/area, where he put himſelf under the beſt Ma- 
ſters, and where I doubt not, he firſt became acquainted with Baſ#. 
Having rifled the Learning of that Univerſity, he went into ds 1 
to Ce/area Philippi, where ſome of the moſt celebrated Maſters of that 
Age reſided, and where the great Eſcbius then fat Biſhop ; where 
he ſtudied under Theſpeſins | the famous Orator, and had among other 
fellow Pupils Eyzoizs, afterwards by the Arian FaQtion made Biſhop 
of that place. Here he particularly applied himſelf to the ſtudy of 
Rhetorick, minding the elegancy, not the vanity and affeQation of 
that Profeſſion. Hence he removed to Alexandris , whoſe Schools 
were 
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were famous next thoſe at 4rhevs. Having furniſht himſelf with 


the advantages of that Society of Learning , the laſt Stage he de- 
ſign'd was Athens; where he intended to lay the topſtone. In order 
hereunto he went aboard ” a Ship belonging to #2724, an Iſland not 
far from Athens ( the Mariners whereot were his familiar acquain- 


ber, when the Seas are moſt rough and ſtormy, and Navigation , if 
ever, dangerous. And he found it fo : for being arriv'd near Cyprus, 
a violent Tempeſt ſuddenly aroſe, which ſhook and toſs'd the Shi 
at random, a thick darkneſs wrap'd them up, fo that neither Sas 
nor Sea, nor Sky could be deſcried, and this attended with dreadful 
Thunder and Lightning, as frightful and amazing as the darkneſs 
that covered them. And to add yet a deeper accent, Hunzer and Fa- 
mine conſpird with the common Calamity, their Proviſions of Water 
and Victuals being all loſt or ſpoil'd, though herein ſeafonably re- 
liev'd by ſome Phenician Traders, who though in the ſame danger, 
yentur'd near the Ship, and ſupplied that want. The Stotm in the 
mean time encreas'd into a greater rage and fierceneſs, and continued 
ſeveral dayes, the Ship ran a drift, all the skill of the Maſter, or the 
ſtrength of the Sea-men being vain and uſeleſs. The Caſe in ſhort 
ſkem'd deſperate, and no probability to eſcape, every man gave up 
himſelf for loſt, and bitterly bewail'd his unhappy Fate, and the im- 
mediate hazard of his life. While our Athenian Paſſenger was taken 
up with Conſiderations that more nearly concerned him. The ap- 
prehenſions of death and another World, had ſummon'd him to a 
review of his paſt Life, and nothing ſo much troubled him, as the 
thoughts of his _ unbaptiz'd, and thereby unintitled to the Pri- 
viledges of the Chriſtian State. A Reflettion that made him burſt 
out into the moſt paſſionate Sorrows, he tore his Cloaths, threw 
himſelf upon the floor, mourn'd and cried out with ſo loud Exclama- 
tions, that the very Sea-men laying afide the ſence of their. common 
danger, came and fat by him, and wept with him for Company. 
But recolleQting himſelf, he addreſs'd his Prayers to Heaven, and laid 
before God thoſe miraculous deliverances and Preſervations he had 
afforded his People in the moſt imminent dangers, he pleaded the 
particular care which the Divine Goodneſs and Providence had here- 
tofore taken of him, that he was his by a moſt ſolemn Dedication, 
and that now a ſecond time he did devote and conſecrate himſelf to 
him, which he would afſuredly make good, were he pleas'd at this 
time todeliver him. His Prayers were no ſooner ended,but pranted,the 
Tempeſt ceas'd, and the Ship went on ſecurely in its right courſe, wich 
this farther happy effeCt of ſo miraculous a Preſervation, that all the 
Paſſengers forthwith declar*d themſelves teſoly*d to become Chriſtians. 
And what is yet further memorable,this imminent danger at Sea,was at 
the ſame time communicated to his Parents in a Dream, who pre- 
ſently betook themſelves to Prayers and Tears for his ſafety ; and him- 
ſelf a little after, as ſoon as the abating of the Storm ſuffered him to 
indulge his reſt, dream'd that he led in Triumph a certain Futy, 4 
malignant D.emwon, that had been buſie-fo contrive and promote his 
rutne. Nay, one of his intimate acquaintance, a young man ther 
with him in the Ship, did at midnight, when they were at the preat- 
eſt Criſis of their danger, behold his Mother ora coming z#lons 
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upon the Sea, and laying hold of the Ship, drawing it fafe to land, 
which was no ſooner declar'd, but the weather clear'd up, and the 
Tempeſt vaniſh'd. ' The Storm thus over, they held on their courſe, 
and paſſing by Rhodes, came not long after to Agina, (where the 
Ship-Maſter liv'd) and fo to Athens, where he was joyfully entertain, 
and it was ſoon known what he was, his greatAbilities rendring him 
admir*d,notonly by the Scholars,but the chief Profeſſors of that place. 
IV. HE had not been long at Athens”, when Baſil, who had 
lately ſtudied at Conſtantinople, came thither. And now the ac. 
quaintance that was begun before, grew up here into an indifſolyahle 
Friendſhip. They dwelt together under the ſame Roof, did eat at the 
ſame Table, joyn'd in the ſame Studies, wherein they were not ſour'd 
by Envy, but whetted on by a generous Emulation ; nor was the 
Contention ſo much which ſhould out-vy and out-go the other, as 
which ſhould be forwardeſt in yielding to the other the glory of their 
eminent attainments. They my drew in the ſame paths of Ver. 
tue, and nothing ſo firmly united their AﬀeCtions, as a mighty zeal 
and fincere reverence for Religion, They were generally taken no- 
tice of for their prudent and grave demeanor, their temperance and 
abſtemiouſneſs, their modeſty and chaſtity, their integrity and con- 
tempt of the World, ſcorning thole little Arts, by which others un- 

worthily enrich'd and advanc'd themſelves ; the firmneſs and 
ſtancy of their minds, which they maintain'd under the heavieſt C: 
lamities, and eminently kept up in that terrible Earth-quake that 
over-run Greece, wFen the — of ſo many others ſunk and fail'd. 
I forbear particular inſtances of the Friendſhip and Studies of theſe 
two great men during their reſidence at Athens, having remarkd 
enough to that purpoſe in S. Baſis Life. (While he thus purſued 
his Philoſophick Studies, he had a not unacceptable Dream, that 
ſeem'd to carry ſomething more than humane in it. He dream'd « 
that ſitting at his Book, he eſpied two lovely and beautiful Ladies 
Randing by him in white Garments, one on his right hand, the other 
on his left. The man (who had taken up unalterable Reſolutions 
for a chaſt ſingle Life) beheld them with a rigid frown, asking who 
they were, and what their buſineſs. They famuliarly embracing him, 
anſwered, don't be troubled, young man, we are very _—_ 
to you ; the one of us is called , the other Chaſtity, and we 
are ſent by God to dwell with you, who have already prepar'd in 
our Soul ſo neat and pleaſant an Habitation for us, and with that 
vaniſh'd. And indeed arm'd with a pious and generous Reſolution, 
he maintain'd the Innocency and Integrity of his mind, amidft all the 
Temptations, and thoſe charms of Company and Converſation, which 
that place above moſt others did afford. Amongſt others with whom 
he fell into acquaintance there, was Julian?, afterwards Emperor, 
who was come thither under pretence of ſtudy, but chiefly to con- 
ſalt the Impoſtors and Magicians (to whom he was paſfionarely ad- 
died) concerning his future Fortunes. His behaviour there was 
very odd and indecorous, fo that from the uſual diftortings of his 
mouth, rolling and wandring of his eyes, the fierceneſs of Bis looks, 
the toſſings of his head, and unequal motions of his ſhoulders, his 
uneven gate, and exceſſive laughter, his broken ſpeech, raſh and in- 
coherent Queſtions, and his bold and impious manner of diſputing 3 
Nazianzn 
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Nazianzen was wont to foretel what courſe he would take, and to ſay 
to his Friends, See what « miſchief the Roman Empire nouriſhes in its 
Bowels, wiſhing withal, that herein he might prove a falſe Prophet. 
Though alas, the courſe of his after-life too. truly verified that Pre- 
mt 
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His Aﬀts wn his return from Athens, till his being made Biſhop 
of Sal1ma. 


His publick Profeſſion of Rhetorick, and great Fame at the time of his lea- 
ving Athens. His meeting with his Brother Czſarius. The excel- 
lent learning of that young man, and his refuſal of Preferments and 
Djznities offered him to profeſs Phyſick at Conſtantinople. Nazian- 
zen's Conſultation about his future courſe of Life. Ordain'd Preby- 
ter by his Father. His reſcuing his Father from the ſubtleties of the 
Arian Impoſtures, and reconciling him to the Monks, His Oration up- 
on that occafton. . Julian's Edit to prohibit Chriſtians teaching of 
Gentile learning. This Policy countermin'd by the excellent Poems of 
Nazianzen and Apollinaris. His Father's Courage and Reſolution 4- 
geinſt Julian's Officers. Nazianzen's two inveftives again# Julian 
publiſh'd after his death. His retirement into the Wilderneſs, and ſtrit# 
courſe of Life there. His return home to aſſiſt the infirmities of his Fa- 
ther. His Apologetick de fuga ſua. The death of Czfarius. A brief 
account of his Learning, Eminency, and Preferments at Court. His 
fout reſiſting Julian's ſolicitations. His return to Court after the 
death of Julian. His miraculous eſcape in any > gens Earthquake in 
Bithycmia, His Brothers Letter to him upon that occaſion. His Fu- 
weral Sermon preach'd by Nazianzen. His great Charity, and Nazi- 
anzen's trouble in recovering his Eſtate Whether the Queſtions and 


Anſwers under. his name be his. 


unwearied importunity of the Students was prevaild with : #4 2% 
to ſtay behind, and publickly to profeſs the Art of Rheto-" © © 
rick, which hedid for a little while, managing the Chair with great 
Honour, both to himſelf and the Univerſity. But the love of his own 
trey, theage and infirmities of his Parents, and the confider- 
able part he had ſpent of his own Life (being at this time XXX years 
of Age) made him earneſtly deſirous to return, So taking leave pri- 
vately of his Friends, he left Athens, and took his Journey *b 
. Land to Conſtantinople, where he met with his Brother Ceſarivs, ju 
then arriv'd from Alexandria, where he had ſo accompliſh himſelf 
in all the polite Learning of that Age, and eſpecially in Phyſick (to 
the Study whereof he had particularly applyed himſelf) that he had 


not been long in the Imperial City ; when his Fame had fo far re- 
£ commended 


I, Bu# had now quitted the Univerſity, and Vazianzer * by the « 6r. prech. 
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commended- him to the notice and good opinion of all, That puh. 
lick Honours were decreed him, Matches propounded from Noble 
Families, the dignity of a Senator offered him, and a Committee 
ordered to wait upon the Emperour, to intreat him, that (though 
the City wanted at that time no learned men in any faculty) yer 
this might be added to all its other _— that Ceſarias might be: 
come its Phyſician and Inhabitant. Theſe were indeed great Temp. 
tations to a young Gentleman : But the Authority and Int:uence of 
his Brother Nazi4nzex weighed down all other Conſiderations, at 
whoſe perſwaſions he modeſtly declin'd the honourable Propoſals 
and Importunities of the City, which was by no means willing 
to part with him, and accompanied him into his own Countrey, 
welcome to all, but eſpecially to their Parents, being made much 
dearer to them by ſo long an abſence from them. The firſt thin 

conſiderable Nazianz22 did after his return, was to make good what 
he had fo ſolemnly vow'd, to conſecrate himſelf ro God by Baptiſm, 
This done, his next Conſult was, in what courſe of life he ſhould fix 
himſelf. He found himſelf ftrongly inclind to a ſolitary and mo- 
naſtick life, the pleaſures of Retirement and Contemplation being in- 
finitely grateful to him. On the other hand he was inflam'd with 
a deſire, fully to inform himſelf in the knowledge of the hol 

Scriptures, and the divine Myſteries of the Chriſtian Faith, where- 
in he could not hope for thoſe advantages froma ſolitary Life,which 
he might expeCt from Society and Converſation. He reſolv'd there- 
fore upon a middle conrſe, neither wholly to deſert the World, nor 
yet toengage in the Buſineſs, and the buſtle of it; he could reap the 
benefits of Contemplation at Home, as well as the devouteſt Aſce- 
tick in the Wilderneſs, and yet at the ſame time (what he account- 
ed no ſmall part of Piety) be helpful and aſſiſting to his aged Pa- 
rents. He look'd upon it as a great part of that divine Philoſophy 
he had attain'd to, to be able to promote the ends of Vertue, with- 
out the help of a Cell or a Monaſtery, deſiring rather to be, than 
to ſeem Religious, it not being the place, but. the Life makes the 
Monk. And his Father to render him more uſeful both to himſelf, 
and to the Church, ſurprized him into Eccleſiaſtick Orders againſt 
his will. For though he had a ſingular reverence for the Miniſterial 
and Epiſcopal Order, yet was he reſolved not to engage in it. Where- 
in yet his Father over-ruled-him, and ordain'd him Presbyter, which 
he took the more patiently, conſidering the neceſſities of the Church 
at that time, and how ready Hereticks were to infeſt the Orthodox, 
as he tells Baſil in a Letter © upon this occaſion. And indeed he had 
{ad experience of their ſubtle Inſinuations in his own Father. For 
the Arian party manag'd by Acacius in the Convention at Conſtar- 
tinople, held preſently after that of Seleucia, Anno CCCLIX. had, 
with* as much Artifice as they could, refin'dd their Do&rine ; they 
pretended out of a mighty reverence to the Scriptures, they could 
not admit any terms intothe expoſition of the Faith, which were 
not found there, and that therefore the Word Conſub/tantial being 
laid aſide, they thought good to expreſs the Article thus, That rhe 
Son was in all things like the Father, according to the Scriptures. - This 
ſmooth pretence impos'd upon ſeveral of the Exfter» Biſhops, and 
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feſion, and admitted the Perſons to Communion. Hereupon the 
Monks of Cappadocia (of all others the moſt zealous affeRers of the 
Catholick DoQrine flew oft, denying him Communion, a great part 
alſo of the People movd by their Example, falling off from him. 
The breach was wide, and every day likely to become wider, had 
not Nazianzen beſtirr'd himſelt to make it up. He firſt convinc'd 
his Father of the Error which his uncautiouſneſs and ſimplicity had 
run him into, which he found him as ready torecant, and to 
give publick ſatisfaQtion to the People ; then he dealt with the 0- 
ther party, whom he ſoon prevaiPd with to be reconcild. And that 
he might bind all with a faſter Cement, he made upon this occaſion, 
his fir/# Oration concerning Peace, wherein having elegantly deſcrib'd 
the Monaſtick ſtate, and given thanks to God for the late re-union, 
he perſwadesto a hrm and laſting agreement, the advantages where- 
of he diſcourſes at large, and the intollerable miſchiefs and diſorders 
that diviſion brings upon the World. 

Il. FULIAN was now got into the Thronce, and was become a 
declared Enemy to Chriſtians ; and among the ſeveral m<thods 
whereby he attempted to ſuppreſs and ſtifle Chriſtianity , this was 
one. He publiſht a Law * prohibiting Chriſtians not onely to teach 
School (but as the Antients tell us) to be taught the Books and Learn- 
ing of the Geztiles, It vext him to ſee how ſhamefully he and his 
Party went down the Wind, and eſpecially that Baſil and Nazianzen 
had ſo filPd the World with the renown of their Eloquence and 
Learning, and he had little hopes his beloved Paganiſm would gain 
ground, while its Adverſaries were ſo able to beat them at their own 
Weapons, which therefore he was reſolved to wreſt out of their 
hands. But herein the wiſe was caught in his own Craftineſs, God 
riſing up thoſe, who by their admirable works, abundantly ſuppli- 
ed the want of any Geztile learning. Among which of chief Note, 
were the two Apollinares in Syria ; the Father, an excellent Poet and 
Grammarian, in imitation of Homer wrote the whole ſtory, and in- 
tire antiquities of the Jewiſb Nation, till the Reign of Saul in Heroic 
verſe, which he divided into XXIV Books, and denominated each, 
according to the Letters of the Greek Alphabet. The reſt of the Sa- 
cred ſtory he repreſented in other kinds of Verſe, either Comic like 
Menanader, or Tragick like Euripides, or Lyrick in the way of Pindar, 
indeed comprehended the whole Syſtem of the liberal Sciences in va- 
rious ſorts of Poetry, ſtill taking his Argument out of the holy Scrip- 
tures. While his Son, the younger Apoll;naris (beſides his Book 
\zþ eArbeazs, which he dedicated to the Emperor, wherein he 
dextrouſly defended the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, and refuted the fal- 
ſhood and follies of the Pagan Religion - reduc'd the Hiſtory of the 
Goſpels, and S. Pas/'s Epiſtles into the form of Dialogues, after the 
manner, and in the ſtile of P/zt9, and that with' ſo much Art and 
Accuracy, that they were capable of vying with the moſt elaborate 
and celebrated Compoſitions of the Ancients. Upon the ſame occa- 
ſion we were told, * that Nazia»z2» compos'd a good part of his Po- 
ems, comprehending all forts of divine, grave, and ſerious SubjeQs 
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in all kinds of Poetry. By which means, the Chriſtian youth of Tn. 1Ul. p. 


thoſe times were compleatly furniſh'd, and found no want of thoſe 
Heathen Authors that were taken from them : Nor did Julia _ 
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ceed againſt the Chriſtians meerly by ttratagems and arts of ſubtilty 
but by a&s of force and cruelty. He lay at this time at Ceſare 
where he made them feel che effe&ts of his ſeverity, and thence he 
ſent parties of Souldiers up and down the Countrey, to rout the 
Eithops, and take poſſeſſion of their Churches. One Party of them 
came to Nazianz mm, * where the Commander peremptorily requir'd 
the Church (which the elder Grezory had nor long ſince built) to 
be delivered to him, But the good old man ſtoutly oppos'd him, 
daily aſſembling the People there co publick Prayers ; who were 
affeted with the common caſe, that the Officer for his own latcry 
was forc'd to ſurceaſe his demand, and quietly to retire. Not lon 

after this, J»lian was flain, and i» tha! very day his thoughts prriffy 1, 
After whoſe death Nazianzen publiſh'd two invettive Orations apainſt 
him, in which he ſtrains all the ſinews of his Wit and Eloquence to 
the higheſt Peg, to deſcribe the pernicious Projects, deſperate Ads, 
and miſerable death of that untortunate Prince. Wherein, though 
the SubjeQs he treats of, deſerv'd a great ſhare of that Satyrical 
and Sarcaſtick Rhetorick he beſtows upon it, yet muſt it be con- 
fels'd, that ſome things muſt be plac'd to the accounts of heat 


| and Animoſity, and the Liberty which Orators are wont to take, 


eſpecially in declamations againſt an inveterate Enemy, and one too 
that had particularly delign'd his head, had he return'd ſafe from the 
Perſian expedition. But its time now to ſtep back a little, to reſume 
the ſtory which we have lefr behind. 

8. THOU GH Nazianzen, to —_— with the importunity of his 
Father, and the exigences of the Church, had ſuffered himſelf to be 
engag'd in holy Orders, yet he look'd upon it as a kind of force and 
Tyranny i put upon him, which he knew not well how to digeſt, 
and it caus'd his natural inclinations * to privacy and retirement, with 
ſo much a greater I»petws to return upon him. He had been of late 
ſtrongly invited ! and importun'd by his dear Friend Baf//to come to 
him 1nto his Poxtic ſolitudes, and though he delir'd nothing more, 
yet he knew not as yet how to deſert his Parents. But his Brother 
Ceſarins being now return'd from Court, with a purpoſe to tix at 
home, gave him opportunity to withdraw, who thereupon preſently 
betook himſelf to his old Companion ; with whom he ſpent ſome 
years inthat ſolitary receſs, where he perfeQtly learnt to deſpiſethe 
World, to corre& the extravagancies of nature, to regulate his paſh- 
ons, and to ſubdue the lower appetites to the Laws of reaſon and lo- 
briety. He lay upon the ground, fed ſparingly upon the meaneſt 
diet, wore nothing but what was courſe and vile, he watch'd, wept, 
and faſted ; work*®d hard all day, and far'd hard at night, which he 
ſpent many times intire io Hymns or Contemplations ; ſo far from 
yielding to the Courtſhip of any pleaſure, that he ſuffered it not 1o 
much as to addreſs it ſelf unto his thoughts. Nor was he yet ſo 1n- 
tirely taken up in theſe ſevere exerciſes of mortification, as wholly to 
_— his Studies, which he daily improv'd, eſpecially that of the 
holy Scriptures, which the oftner he read, the better he lik*d, ſo that 


in a ſhort time he began to diſ-reliſh thoſe prophane Authors,which 
before time had ſtoln away ſo many of his hours, and hadentertain'd 
him with ſo much delight. 


IV. HE 
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IV. HE thus imploy'd himſelf, when the neceſſity of Afairs at 
Home forcibly raviſh'd him from his ſweet retirements. His Father 
'd under the infirmitjes of age, and was no lohger able to attend 
his Charge, with that care and diligence he was wont to do; the 
frians by their intereſt at Court, carried all before them in every 
place, turning out, and putting in at pleaſure, and by their Agents 
and Emiſffaries1n all parts, perverting men of ſimple and honeſt minds; 
To be helpful to him in theſe Circumſtances, his Father had oft ſol- 
licited him to return, and beſides his own, had us'd the Interceſſion 
of Friends to per{wade him, till at length he yielded, and came back. 
He return'd about Eaſter, and took the occafion of making an Orarti- 
on ® to the People, as afterwards to vindicate himſelf -from thoſe ill , ... 
interpretations which ſome men had made of his flight into the Wil- j. 554 54. 
derneſs, be publiſh'd a large Apologetick, * wherein he ſhews, *rwas Met: «gun. 
not fear of danger, nor making light of an Ecclefiaftick Office, nor ;;,,"0,2" 
diſcontent that better Preferment was not- offered him, that had * Or. 1. ſes 4- 
cusd him to retire, but'a great love to ſolitude, a ſence of his un- py poſt 
firneſs for an Eccleſiaſtick Charge, and a dread of the importance "© 
and difficulties of the Office : Whereupon he. proceeds elegantly to 
deſcribe the Sacerdotal Office, and what are the genuine Qualifica- 
tions of a true and well-accompliſh'd Prelate, with ſevere reftle&ions 
upon the irregular Ordinations, and miſcarriages of many in thoſe 
times. That as to his return, he was ſway'd 1n it by a double mo- 
tive, his deſire to gratifie the Church of Nazianzum, who were im- 
rtunate for his coming among them, and the reverence he bore to 
ls Parents, whoſe Commaads he could no longer reſiſt, and whoſe 
neceſſities call'd for his aſſiſtance. Thus he became Coadjutor to his 
Father, the cares of whoſe old age he reliev'd by his unwearied pains 
and diligence, in preaching, oppoſing and convincing Gainſayers, 
and all other parts of the Miniſterial FunQion, though ſome who 
had been forward to recal him from his ſolitudes, ſhewed a great cold- 
neſs and indifferency to his Miniſtry, when he was come among 
them, whereof he complains with ſome reſentment in an Oration 
» preach'd on purpoſe upon that occaſion. 

V. HE had notlong entred upon this Charge, when a {ad acci- 
dent did greatly afi& their Family, the death, I mean, of his Bro- 
ther Ceri who departed this life a little after the terrible Earth- 
quake that hapned in Birhyni« Offob. 11th. Ann. CCCLXVIIL A Gen- 
tleman, whoſe Parts, Learning, and Vertues made him equal to a- 
ny, Superior to moſt of that time, After a pious Education under 
his Parents, he was ſent to Alexandria®, where he ſoon went beyond * Nx Or. X. 
his Companions, with great ſucceſs, travelling through the whole ?* 153: 
Circle of the Sciences, though he particularly betook himſelf to the 
ſtudy of Phyſick, and became ſo eminent in that Profeſſion, that ih 
his return (as we noted before) he was invited to ſtay at Conſtantino- 

o__ the moſt honourable terms, as before his quick Parts, vaſt 
roing, ſtrict Temperance and Sobriety had endeard him to all at 
Alexaudria. He return'd with his Brother into his own Countrey, 
to which he conſecrated the firſt Fruits of his Profeſſion, not more to 
his own credit, rhan the advantage of the places where he liv'd. Here 
he continued ſome years, when to the diflatisfaQtion of his Friends 
he remoy'd to Conſtantinople under the reiga of Julian ; whi lov'd 
A 


* Or. 11. p.45- 
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a man of Learning where-ever he met him, but was particularly ta. 
ken with C#e/arins. He had ſcarce given a Speciment of his Learni ; 
and excellency in his Art, when he was made chief Phyſician to the 
Emperor, and the higheit Honours and Offices at Court not thought 
too great for him, being at laſt made Treaſurer to the Emperor, 1+ 
was no ſmall grief and trouble to his Parents (nay, and what others 
reproach'd them with) that he had thus diſpos'd of himſelf, What 
the Son of a Chriſtian Biſhop thruſt himſelf into the Service and 
Family of an Apoſtate Emperor, one that openly dehed, and plain. 
ly ſubverted Chriſtianity ? Was it for him to engage in Honours 
and Offices, to hunt after Power and Grandeur, ro amaſs Wealth 
and Treaſure, at a time, when he ſhould think it the richeſt, nobleſt 
and ſafeſt Courſe, with a generous courage to oppole the growing 
Impieties of the age, and to get as far as he could, out of the reach 
of the Villanies and Miſchiefs of an evil time ? How could Eiſhox 
ever hope to prevail with others, not to ſuffer themſelves to becar. 
ried down the Stream, or to keep themſelves from being inteRed 
with the Superſtition and Idolatry of the times, it they could nat 
firſt perſwade their own Children ? With what face could they re. 
prove others for their Faults, that ſwept not before their own ug 
and remov'd the ObjeCtions that lay at home? All which his Brother 
« 73. XVII. repreſented in a Letter 4 to him, beſceching him to lay dowa his Of- 
be 779+ fices, and retire, as the only way to ſecure himſelf, and to refreſh, 
comfort, and preſerve the lives of his aged Parents, at all timesrea- 

- dy to tumble into their Graves, but now wholly unable to bear up 
under the weight of ſo great a trouble. That if all this {way'd no- 
thing, he would only put him in mind, that one of theſe two things 
muſt be his Portion, either, that continuing a ſincere Chriſtian, he 
muſt be unequally yoked, with a ſhameful and impious Tribe, and 
live unworthy of himſelf, and the great hopes that had been con- 

_ ceiv'd of him; c* if he did go on to purſue Honour and Applauſe, 
*twould betray him to temptation and a ſnare, and'what would prove 
bitterneſs in the latter end. The Counſel had its deſir'd effe(t, Ce- 
ſarinus grew weary of his Attendance at Court, and reſolv'd to part 
with all, rather than wake ſhip rrack of Faith and a Good Corſc ence. 
Julian had attempted * his conſtancy, with Arguments ſuited both 
to his hopes and fears ; bur theſe were eaſily thrown off. Next he 
Tooght to run him down by force of Reaſon, and a warm and brisk 
Diſpute paſs'd between them. But Czſari-s ſtood his ground, and 
came off Conqueror, and having anſwer all his Sophiſms, and reje- 
Qed all his Offers, in concluſion plainly told him, that he both was 
a Chriſtian, and was refolv'd to be ſo. And though notwithſtanding 
all this, the Emperor was unwilling to part with him, yet being 
then preparing for his expedition againſt Perſia, Ceſarius took the 
opportunity to return, About two years after he went back to 
Court, when Valexs, not yet tainted with Ariariſm, was advancd 
to the Eaſtern Empire, by whom he was reſtor'd to his former Office 
of Comes rerum privatarum, Or Treaſurer of the Imperial Rents, in 
which capacity a Reſcript to him is yet extant in the Theodsfar 
Code. Indeed, both Valentinian and YValens were at {trife, which of 
them ſhould have him, though /alextinian was willing to reſign him 
up, as firteſt to ſerve the Erfters Emperor. Nor was his preſent 

em- 
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enployment any more than an earneſt of what higher Dignities were 
delign'd for him. In the execution of this Office he went into Bz- 


thynia, where he was when that fatal Earthquake happened," which, « y;4. «mn 


25 iti other places it left ſuch lamentable footſteps of 1ts rage and fu- 
ry, ſo particularly overturn'd the great and tamous Ciry of Nice, 
with the far »w4jor part of its Inhabitants, and Ceſarias himſelf had 
riſh'd inthe common Ruins, had not the divine Providence mira- 
culouſly _ for his deliverance, by preſerving him and ſome 
few more under hollow parts of the ruinated Houles, fo that he e- 
ſcap'd without any conſiderable damage. This Accident Nazianzey 
immediately laid hold of, writing *to his Brother wilely to improve 
what had hapned to him, that even the fears of danger might be 
manag'd to very uſeful purpoſes, and to the bringing of us nearer 
unto God ; that we ſhould not ſo much reſent the evils that befal 
us, as be thankful to God, that we are delivered from them, and in 
all Circumſtances of life, whether private or publick, devote our 
ſelves to him, who is the Author of our Preſervation, and whoſe 
Service we ought not to negleQ, for a few little trifling advantages, 
which places of Honour and Profit might bring in; an Admonition 
that perhaps might not be overwelcome to him : That he heartily 
wiſh'd himſelf with him, to bear part in the joy of his deliverance, 
and more fully to diſcourſe him about theſe matters ; bur if that 
could not *be, that at leaſt he might out of hand enjoy his compa- 
ny at home, where they might joyntly ſolemnize the memory of 
ſo ſignal a preſervation. Ceſariws underſtood his meaning, and it 
ſeems, follow?d his Advice : For ſoon after, he came home, fell ſick, and 
died,and his Funeral was attended with Pſalmodies, and lighted Tor- 
ches carried before it ; wherein his own Mother bore her part ; his 
Funeral Oration "vas made by his Brother, wherein he eſpecially com- 
mends him for his ingenuous temper, his ſobriety, and the ſtriftneſs 
of his converſarion, bis care to keep himſelf in the midlt of all his 
greatneſs, from being corrupted with the ſnares of the World, and 
the Vices that attend Princes Courts, his Fidelity and Conſtancy 
to his Religion, and his incomparable Charity to the poor, whom 
by his laſt Will » he made the fole Heirs of his Eſtate, comprizing 
all in a few words, worthy to be written in Letters of Gold, 
m *”ug 7% ity 7 mwyar, Lin is, That all that 
J have he - yy _ His -h.._ +. conſiderable (though 
he had loft no ſmall part of it in the fatal Earthquake) but no ſooner 
was he dead, bnt ſome greedy Officers laid hands upon it, pretend- 
Ing it due to them, and that they muſt be accountable for it to the 
Exchequer, nay, and Naz#a»zex who had poſlſeſs'd himſelf of ſome 
{mall part of it, and diſpos'd it to the uſe of his Will, was brought 
into trouble about it, inſomuch, that he was forc'd to addreſs » him- 
ſelf to Sophro»ius the Governor, and intreat him todo right to his 
deceaſed Friend, one, whom both living and dying he had lov'd and 
honour'd, and that he would pity and relieve thoſe who were in- 
nocently betray*d into ſo troubleſom an Office. The Conteſt it ſeems 
was not preſently ended, it depending after Nazianzen was made Bi- 
ſhop, as appears from St. Baſi/*s Letter * to Sophronius about this ve- 
ry thing, to whom he truly ſtates the caſe, and begs of him to uſe 
his Intereſt with the Treaſurer, that the buſineſs might be brought 
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to an Iſſue, and that he would find out a way, whereby the good 
man might be freed from the vexatious ſuit wherein he was intangled, 
But to paſs by that, ſo great and exemplary were Ceſirius's Vertues, 
that he was inveſted after his death with the Honour of a Saint, and 
his name has found a place in'#he Martyrologies y of the Church, 
Suidas ſays, * he wrote ſeveral Books, and eſpecially againſt the Gez. 
tiles ; and at this day there are four Books of D#alogues concern 
divine and ſpiritual matters extant * under his name. And for his 
tis plain, they went in the dayes of Photius, * when they conſiſted 
of CCXX Que/tions and Anſwers, though they contain ſomewhat leſg 
than CC. at this day, The Kyle is clear, but Poetical, and the mat. 
ters themſelves accurately enough diſcuſs'd. Bur *tis very evid 
that the Author of theſe Dialogues livd ſomewhat later than our 
Ceſarins, as is manifeſt from ſeveral Paſſages and Quotations in them, 
nor did he tarry, much leſs publickly teach XX years at Conſt anting. 
ple, as is expreſly affirm'd in the Title ofthem. Not to ſay, that the 
Argument of them being purely Theological, and of the ſubtileſt 
Queſtions and Speculations in Religion, was _ to a man of his 
Profeſſion, and unſuitable to his PraCtice and Courle of Life, and who 
was not baptiz'd neither till a little before his death : And what is 
more, his Brother in the large and particular accounts he gives of 
him, has not the leaſt hint to this purpoſe, no, nor that ever he 
committed any thing to writing, which it he had, 'tis not reaſon- 
able to think he would have paſsd it by, 
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His Afts from bis being made Biſhop, till his going to Con- 
ſtantinople, 


Baſil's importunate ſoliciting him to become Biſhop of Safima, and why. 
His obſtinate refuſal of that offer. The ſharp Conteſts between theſe 
dear ' Friends upon that account. Over-rul'd by the Perſwaſions and 
Authority of his Father, he i ordain'd Biſhop of that place. His 4- 
pologetick Oration upon that occaſion. Hrs Oration to entertain Gre- 
gory Nyſſen. Anthymus of Tyana his endeavorr to gain him over 
to his fide. Nazianzen's #tter refuſe! to deſert Baſil. His neglett- 
ing to go #0 Safima. The great inconveniences of that place. His 
withdrawing to an Hoſpital, and being remanded thence to the aſſiſtance 
of his Father, ſabmitted to upon what Condition. His Oration made 
apon that occaſion. The Mutiny of the People 4 Nazianzen 49ainf 
the Imperial Aſſeſſor. All things pacified by Nazianzens Oration: 
The death of his Sifter Gorgonia, Her tranſcendent Vertues, pious 
Life, and happy Death. The Death of his Father. His great Apes 
and many Infirmities. His exemplary Vertwes briefly enumerated. The 
Sermon Preach'd by Nazianzen at his Funeral. This followed by the 
Death of his Mother Nonna. The holy Life, the admirable graces 
and uccompliſhments of yet pi and excellent Women, His retire- 
ment from Nazianzum, and prefiding over a Society of devout Vir- 

ins at Seleucia. Summon'd to the Synod at Antioch. By them ob- 
ig'd to go to Conftantinople, to ſupport the ſinking cauſe of Caths- 
lick Truth, miſerably oppreſs'd by the Arian Fattions. 


forming all dutiful Offices to his Parents, when he was 
unhappily drawn into new Troubles ; which he oft bewails 
as the greateſt inquietude of his Lite. - ales the Emperor (out of 
ſpite, as ſome conjeQture to St. Baſil) had divided Cappaarera into 
two Provinces, and had conſtituted Tya»a the Metropolis of the Se- 
cond Cappadocia, by which means Azthimug Biſhop of that See ſet up 
for a Metropolitan, and laid claim to the Churches within that 
Province, formerly dependent upon the See of Ceſares. Baſil reſen- 
ted the injury, but knew not how to remedy it, nor to make upthe 
los, but by ere&ing ſome new Biſhopricks. Which he did, and a- 
mong the reſt Sſimas (& Zanug) a Town lying within the Verge 
of the Second Cappadocia. A trufty Friend inthis Statfon, he reckond 
would mightily ſecure his Intereft, and keep a fair Decorum between 
him and Azthimus, the Town lying between Czſarea and Tana; and 


l, H' S Brother being dead, Nazia42ez contimied at home, per- 


none could he think of {o fit for this Aﬀair as his dear Friend 'Grego- « x,4,0-,xx, 
ry. To him © therefore he propoſes it by Letter, which the other ». 355. #v4t. 


rexeRed with Conrempt, as a thing deſtructive of. his beloved priva- 


cy, which made him decline all ,publick Preferment in the-Church, 755 ve vir. 


but this eſpecially, a place ſo mean and contemptible 1h it ſelf, and 
upon 
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upon all accounts ſo inconvenient for him. B:ſi/ netled with his oh. 
ſtinate refuſal, treated him it ſeems with ſome ſeverity, calling him 
a R«yſtick and a Clown, and a man that underſtood not his Intereſt, ang 
that was reſolvd to forfeit and diſoblige his Friends. The other 
replyed with ſtomach enough, that he knew not -wherein he had 
deſerv'd this uſage; that *twas hard for a' man firſt to be abus'd, and 
then charg*d for complaining of it ; that perhaps the beſt account 
that could be given of it, was, that his Archiepiſcopal Dignity had 
{welPd him with pride and loftineſs ; otherwiſe, abatingthe eminen. 
cy of his place, he knew not wherein he was inferior to him, a 
thang which he hirſelf at all other times was forward enough to 
allow ; that the World talk'd loud of him for this unkind attempt, 
and that he was weary with making Apologies to defend him from 
thoſe ſharp Cenſures, that were paſs'd upon him, that thoſe who 
ſpoke ſofteſt, ſaid, it was not according to thoſe ſtrict Laws of 
Friendſhip that were between them, that *twas an inſtance of great 
contempt and diſreſpe&t, after he had made ſo much uſe of his af: 
ſiſtance (he means I ſuppoſe, his endeavours in promoting Baſil tg 
the See of Czſarea) he ſhould now caſt him away as a diſhonourable 
inſtrument, good for nothing, and deal with him like the ſuppor- 
ters of a new-built Arch, which when the ſtruQture is able to ſtand 
alone, are taken down, and thrown aſide as uſeleſs and unprofitable; 
that he beg'd of him to let him enjoy his: eaſe and privacy, and not 
to reproach him with ſloth and idleneſs, becauſe he refus'd his offer 
of S:/ima, and had no mind to a Biſhoprick, while others were con- 
tending for them with zeal and fierceneſs ; a quiet life being to him 
above all other buſineſs, wherein if he had more to follow him, the 
Church would have far leſs trouble, and the Faith, which now by 
_ Party was made an inſtrument of Fattion, would be preſerv'd 
much more entire and ſound : That therefore he ſhould do well to 


let him alone, and not attempt to rob the new Metropolis of fo glo- 
rious a prize as Saſima, and in the mean time diſcover {what he 
ought to keep ſecret) the unwarrantable _ he. had in it : That 


however he diſpos'd his Afﬀairs, yer as to himſelf, he had gain'd 
theſe two points from his Friendſhip, never henceforth to truſt Friends, 
nor to eſteem any thing more excellent and valuable than God. To 
ſuch heats and jars may the deareſt, and the firmeſt Friendſhip be 
ſometimes expos'd. 

IL BASIL though meeting with all this oppoſition, would not 
however give over the attempt. His own intereſt failing, he knew 
no better way to over-power Nazianzey, than by gaining over his 
Father to his Party. He did ſo, and by his perſwaſions and com- 
mands, he was at laſt prevaiPd with to comply, and accordingly was 
ordain*d Biſhop of Saſima; at what time he made an Apologetick 
Oration 4, direCted peculiarly to his Father and S. Baſil, and let them 
know what *rwas had made him fo unwilling to undertake that 
charge, at the conſideration whereof,” he was as much amazd, as 
Children are wont to be at a great flaſh of Lightning ; that the thing 
being done, it was but reaſonable they ſhould be his Guides and Tu- 
tors, to inſtruft him in the true Art of feeding and governing his 
Flock; with all modeſtly refle&ting upon Baſi/, that he who while 


they were Fellow- Pupils, had treated him with ſo much ar 
ou 


"The Life of S. GxeGory NAZzIANZEN, 


thould now put ſuch hard things upon him ;. that he had indeed get 
the better of him, and carried the day, but 'rwas not by argument, 
but by force ; that he thould proſperoully go on in his paſtoral Go- 
verament, and ſhew him the way both by his Precepts and Examples, 
whoſe happy conduct he was reſolv'd to follow. Upon the ſame 
Argument and Occaſion, and to the ſame Perſons,(though whether at 
the fame time, I know not) he diſcours'd in another Oration* , mo- 
deftly complaining of the injury that had been done him, in drawing 
him ot of the ſhades of his beloved Solitude, and thruſting him upon 
the Stage of a publick Life, a thing he little expeCted from Perſons 
of ſuch intimate Familiarity and Friendſhip. The next day came 
Gregory Nyſſen, Baſil”'s Brother, (who probably ſhould have been pre- 
ſent at the Ordination) whole arrival (it being then a Feſtival Coiri- 
memoration of the Martyrs) he wellcom'd with an Oration * , where- 
in paſſing by his own Caſe, as not proper for that occaſion, he prin- 
cipally preſſes them to imitate the Piety, Purity, Zeal, and Conſtancy 
of the Martyrs, to cleanſe our ſelves, and offer up Soul and Body, as 
2 living, holy, and rational Sacrifice; this was the way truly to ce- 
lebrate the Feſtival, and render it acceptable to Chriſt ; this the 
way to honour the Martyrs, and not to meet to eat anddrink, to in- 
dulge Luxury and Debauchery, things fitter for a Pagay Feſtival,than 
a Chriſtian Solemaity. Authimus of Tyana qQuiekly heard of the Or- 
dination, whereupon accompanied with ſome Biſhops of his Province, 
he came to Naziznzums® , under pretence indeed of making a vilit to 
the elder Gregory, bur the deſign was to try if he could bring over N:- 
zianzen tO his Party, He ſet upon him with all the methods of Infinua- 
tion, ſometimes congratulating, other whiles intreating, ſometimes 
threatning, and then expoſtulating ; now commending, and anon re- 
proaching,telling him that he ought to look upon himoaly as his Eccle- 
laſtical Superior,and upon the new Metropolis as the greateſt and moſt 
honourable. Naz#/anzzz vindicated the honor of the See of Ceſarea, 
as the moſt ancient and true Metropolis of all thoſe parts, nor could 
he be prevaiPd with to ſtir one foot. So that Arnthizars departed in 
diſcontent, foaming, and charging him with Baſil;/z, or an undue 
partiality to Baſi/, alluding to the charge of the Athenian Ambaſſadors, 
who accusd each other of Philippiſ, that is, of a traiterous cor- 
reſpondence with that Macedonian Prince. Aiter this, he ſummon'd 
himto a Synod, which the other refus'd, as an injury to the Metrc- 
politick Rights ; then he wrote ro him to' intercede, that Baſi/ and 
they might meet, to conſult about and debate rhis Matter. This he 
embrac'd as an equitable Propoſal, referring ic to Baſi/ to appoint 
time and place, or whether at all he would meet about it. Bur I be- 
lieve it came to nothing. For Nazianz:n highly diſſatisfied with 
what he had done, never ſo much as once ® honoured his,See with 
his preſence, nor perform'd any one miniſterial or Epiſcopal A& ia it; 
the truth is, *twas a place that had little in it to invite him, Ir 
was * a paltry inconliderable Town, cloſe and narrow, ſituate upon 
three great Roads ; the common Stage where all the publick Horſes 
and Carriages were lodg'd, the Air unwholſome, the foil barreri, and 
deſtitute of Water, the People inconſtant and Vagrants, the place 
perpetually full of noiſe and fimoak, and duſt and fileh. So rhat he 
eould not but look upon his ſending hither; as a Condemnation ro # 

* Priforf 


* Orat.. V, 
Þ- 134» 


* Oat, Vt 
þ. 139. 


8 Nerv Ep. XX 
pe 797+ 


bu De vit. ſets 
Þr 9. 


| 14. its þ..7s 
Gr.ÞPres. 14 


288 The Life of S. GxtGory Nazianzen, 


k id. ubs 


ſupr. 

i In Gr. Nat 
Cc. 117. 

m Lib. 2. (9+ 
P- 249+ 

" Lib. 4+ CI. 


fe 219. C 26, 


P- 242- 
* Fpift, XL. 
fp. 804- Orart. 
p. 148. 


VINE. 


P Orat, VIIL 
Þ« 14S 


Priſon or a Dungeon. And it highly aggravated the unkindneſs, that 
when Baſil had above hity Sees 1n his Province, he {ſhould pick out 
this, and create it on purpoſe for ſo dear a Friend. And yet after all, 
if he would have gone thither, he could not, for upon his refuſal of 
Submiſſion, his denying to deſert Bzſi/, and betray the ancient Rights 
of his Metropolitan ; Anthimws had ſeiz'd upon it, .fo that there coulq 
be no hopes for him to reſide there with any tolerable comfort, or 
much as with ſafety to his Life. 


ITL. IN theſe Circumſtances he knew not well which way to 
turn him, but judg?d * it the beft way for the preſent to retire, and 
ſo withdrew to an Hoſpital ſeated in a ſolitary place, where he pals'q 
his time in pious Exerciſes, and the ſtritneſs of a Philoſophick Life, 
But neither here could he find any reſt. His Father's commands fol. 
low'd him cloſe,who earneſtly deſird(if poſſible) to fix him in his EpiC 
copal Station at Szſima; but that being peremptorily refus'd,he prels'd 
him to come home, and under him to take upon him the charge of N;. 
zianzum, his great years having diſabled. him, and in the judgment 
of all given him a Writ of eaſe. He knew he had a Temper to deal 
with, mightily averſe to the Incumbrances of a publick Life, and 
therefore recommended the motion to him, with all the Arts of 
endearment and ſoft Inſinuation. Taking him gently by the Beard, 
© Son, {aid he, your own Father is become your Petitioner, an aged 
&« Father to a youthful Son; a Maſter to one that 1s a Servant by Nature 
&« and a double Obligation. *Tis not Riches, or great things I ask, 
* I require no more than that like Aaron and Samuel you would un- 
&« dertake to miniſter before the Lord. Deſpiſe not the deſires of 
* him, who was the Inſtrument of your being, and let it appear you 
<« havean indulgent Father; the thing I requeſt is fair and Kirk to 
* and though it were not, yet remember *tis your Father requeſts it, 
© one who has ſpent ſo great part of his Life in the Miniſteries of Re- 
« ligion. Gratifie me therefore in this, or elſe I vow that.ſome bod 
" elf ſhall cloſe mine es, and commit my body to the ——_ 
* which I intend to inflict as the puniſhment of your diſobedience. 
**?Tis but a little time that I have to live, aſſiſt me in it, and then 
* ſhall leave you to your own Counſels. To this pathetical addreſs 
Nazianzen replied, © Sir, how troubleſome ſoever the commands are 
© which you are pleas'd to lay upon me, yet for your ſake I ſubmit, 
« andI am content to take upon me the Adminiſtration of your cure 
* at Nazianzum, only upon this condition, that when ever you ſha!l 
© be tranſlated into Heaven, I may be perfeQly free from all _ 
« tion to that charge. Upon theſe Terms they agreed, and he 
came his Co-adjutor in the Epiſcopal Office. Whence the Error of 
S. Jerom', Rufinus ® , Socrates ® , and Troops that follow their Au- 
thority, is very obvious, when they make him to have been Biſhop 
of Nazianzum, While himſelf moſt expreſly tells © us, that he was 
not 3 and that out of reverence to his aged Father, and the mighty 
importunity of Friends, he only engagd in it as a ſubſtitute for his Fa- 
ther's Life, with open Proteſtation, that he would be oblig'd no lon- 
ger, nor ſucceed him in'it. At the entrance upon his charge he 
made an Oration? , wherein he addreſſes himſelf firſt to his Father, 


with whom he expoſtulates why he had made choice of ſo _ : 
rutrc 
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Crutch to ſupport his Age and Cares, and indeed why any at all ? 
His body though infirm and weak,was yet ated by a Soul brisk and 
vigorous, and now wholly free from the inordinate Motions of the 
ſenſual appetite ; that it concern'd him however to have made ſuch 
a choice, wherein he might not ſeem to have been led more by con- 
fiderations of Conſanguinity and Relation, than the common Good, 
Next he turns to the People, whom he acquaints with the force that 
had been us'd towards him, and how much he had yielded to the 
Age of his Father, and the importunity of his Friends, and therefore 
begg'd their aſſiſtance according to their ſeveral capacities ; that he 
was diſtrated between two different Principles ; his inclination to ſo- 
litude made him caſt an eye to the Mountains and the Wilderneſs, 
and long for thoſe happy opportunities of retiring from the Regions 
of ſence, of turning inward, and converling wich God and his own 
mind ; on the other hand the Sacerdotal Conſecration that had paſs'd 
upon him, oblig'd him to appear in publick, and to conſult the hap- 
pineſs of others, ro reclaim men from Vice, and repair the divine 
Image in them, and to form and build up a peculiar People unto 
- that no man ought meerly to conſult himſelf, but to promote 
the good of others, though with ſome diſadvantage to himſelf, a 
ice wherein our Lordhas ſet us the molt generous Example : that 
Þ would as much as might be, reconcile theſe two courſes, neither 
deſert this Miniſtry, nor yet take upon him a burden too heavy for 
him, and which his ſtrength would not ſerve him to go through 
with; that therefore for the preſent he would undertake the charge 
tocomply with his Father's Age and Infirmities, but after that he 
would be free, nor ſhould any man prevail with, or compell him 
againſt his Inclination; and though the ſuccceding in a paternal 
Charge wanted not ſome conſiderable advantages to recommend it, 
yet that the beſt and ſafeſt courſe was both for Governors and Peo- 
ple tobe mutually willing to embrace each other, the Laws of Re- 
ligion and the Church commanding the Epiſcopacy, or overſight of 
the Flock to be undertaken willingly, and not by conſtraint to have 
it forc'd: upon them. "y 
IV. ONE of the firſt things he did, after his coming amongſt 
them (if I conjeQuure the time aright) was his making their peace 
with the offended Governor, The People of Naz/anzum either bur- 
dened with ſome unreaſonable Taxes, or vex'd with ſome intollera- 
ble Edict, had it ſeems broken out into evident Symptoms of Tumult 
and Dikcontent. Whereat the Governor (whom one of the ancient 
Seholiafts 4 ſuppoſes to have been Juli» the Aﬀſefſor of the Imperial 
Taxes, who had been Nazianzer's ,School-fellow ©, and was his inti- 
mite acquaintance) highly offended, few out into paſſion, and 
threatened to make them feel the Juſtice of his provoked Severity. 
To pacihe his anger, and to allay the ſtorm, Nazzanzen gets up into 
the Pulpit, and makes an Oration © to them, wherein after he had 
endeavored to ſupport the minds of the People under their apprehen- 
hons of danger, and advis'd them how to behave themſelves, neither 
to be ſecure or infolent in proſperity, nor yet delpondent in calamirous 
times, but eſpecially to lubmmi. to God, the fupream Governor of rhe 
World, and to Princes as thoſe that are fent by him to preſerve the 
publick Order and Diſcipline of Mankind, Obedience to Coyernment 
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being one of the great Laws of the Chriſtian Religion; he next di. 
res his ſpeech to the Magiſtrates, whom he beſeeches to own and 
ſtoop to his S iritual Authority ;- and then laitly to the Governor, 
whom he puts 1n mind of his pious Education, his Baptiſm, and ſtri& 
profeſſion of the Catholick Faith, perſwading him by many excellent 
Arguments, to uſe his Power with Mercy and Moderation, and to im- 
prove that Authority for Chriſt, which he had receiv'd from him ; a 
Subje& which he manages with ſo much eloquence and ſtrength of 
Reaſon, that were there nothing elſe, this alone were enough to 
{hew him to have been one of the Maſter Orators of that Age. 

V. ABOUT this time died his Siſter Gorgonia, whoſe Funeral 
Sermon * he preach'd. She was the Wife of /7#alian, a Gentleman 


in thoſe Parts, by whom ſhe had ſeveral Children. A Woman of 


tranſcendent Vertues, pious towards God, whoſe Houſe ſhe fre. 
quented ; whoſe Miniſters ſhe reverenc'd ; charitable to the Poor, 
whoſe neceſſities ſhe relieved, and her Houle open to all that wanted; 
prudent and exemplary in her Relations; one who knew how to re- 
concile the advantages of celibacy with the Conveniencies of a marti. 
ed Life; and to reap the Fruits of both; grave, but not auſtere.; nei- 
ther merry, nor moroſe; a great enemy to all modes of artificial 
beauty ; chaſt in her Garb, temperate in her Diet, much converſant 
in watching and abſtinence, ſpending whole nights in ſinging Pſalms, 
or in reading the Scriptures, or in divine Meditations, or fervent 
Prayers, wherein ſhe was ſo frequent, that her knees were grown 
hard like thoſe of Camels ; ſa modeſt and baſhful, that in extremi- 
ties of ſickneſs, ſhe would not endure a Phylitian to come near her, 
being unwilling that in thoſe Circumſtances any man ſhould either 
ſee or touch her. She was ſeis'd with a very malignant Feaver, 
which attended with ſome other Complications, rendred her Caſe 
deſperate beyond the hopes of her Friends, or the skill of Phyſitians, 
In this condition ſhe ventured upon a ſtrange unaccountable way of 
cure: Finding ſome intermifſion of her Fits, ſhe got up, and in a 
ſtormy night went to Church, where ſhe kneePd down before the Al- 
tar or Communion-Table, and pour'd out her Prayers to Chriſt, and 
laying her head upon the Table, proteſted ſhe would not take it 
thence, till ſhe had recovered her health, withal pouring out ſuch 
abundance of tears, that ſhe moiſtened the pieces of the holy Eucha- 
riſt, (mw avkmme TY Tj Gusls- (2 zu; the Avxtitypes or Fi- 
gures of Chriſt's precious Body andBlood, as Nazzanzer there » calls 
them) which ſhe had about her ; whereupon of a ſudden ſhe found 
her ſelf perfectly reſtor'd to health. Which yet did not abate her 
vigorous deſires to depart, and to be with Chrift, and God granted 
her requeſt, and was pleas'd by an extraordinary Viſion to repreſent 
to her the particular day of her Diſſolution ; which being come, ſhe 
call'd for her Husband, Children, and Friends about her, and having 
diſcours'd incomparably to them, what properly concern'd their ſeve- 
ral Duties, ſhe fell into a Trance, ſo that they all concluded her to 
be dead ; but her Lips being perceiv'd ſtill to move, ſhe was found 
by thoſe who laid their ears cloſe to her, to be repeating of a Plalm, 
which ſhe had then brought to the Concluſion, [ will /ay me down in 


peace to ſleep, and will take my reſt; and with that finiſh'd her Pſalm 
and her Lite together. 
VI. HER 


+ for his ſtriQtneſs and ſobrie 
"© his converſion to Chriſtianity, as afterwards he became a ſcrions Pro- 


- 


The Life of $. Gxt cory Nazianzex 


VL HER death was followed not long after with that of her Fa- 
ther, the aged Biſhop of Nazianzum, then near an hundred years 
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old *, after he had fat XLV. years Biſhop of that place. His great * 0. XIX; 
Age betray'd him to many Infirmities, and thoſe attended with pain- ' 313+ 
fu 


and acute Diſtempers, which grew upon him as he approach'd 
nearer to death, and wherein he ſeldom had any imine, but 
while engag'd in the publick Miniſtrations, all which time he had 
perfe&t eaſe; whither the intenſeneſs and fervency of his Devotion 
over-powerd the ſerice of pain, or God mercifully reftrain'd and tied 
it up, while he was cng2 din ſo good a work. He was renowned 
Yriety, his Juſtice and Integrity even before 


"for, and a moſt incomparable Prelate, and though wanting thoſe 


: ; x Bade up all by an indefatigable induſtry, whereby he arriv'd to an ex- 


*Zquikte underitanding of the Scriptures, and thoſe Controverſies that 
\ Zexercis'd the Church in thoſe times. A conſtant Friend to, and zeal- ?-7'- 


© ous Defender of the Catholick Do&rine ; he found his See miſerably 
over-run with Yice and Error, both which with infinite diligence he 
rooted up, and that God might be worſhip in a decent manner, he 
built 7 from the ground a very neat and beautiful, a ſtately and mag. 
nificent Church, elegantly adorn'd with Columns and Portico's, and 
with all ſorts of curious Sculpture and ArchiteQture, wherein though 
hetook in the Contributions of the People, yet the main of it was done 
at his own charge.la his Garb and Diet he was wont to abſerve a juft 
Decorum, equally diftant from ſordidneſs and — and though 
none contented themſelves with meaner Food and Cloaths, yet '* 
manag'd it in ſuch a way, as ſeem leaſt liable to vanity and affeQa- 
tion, In his Converſation he was courteous and affable, none more 
entle and eaſie to pardon Injuries; and thoagh nature had form'd him 
inclinable to paſſion and quick reſentments, yet he never gave way td 
it, but where zeal againſt obſtinate Offenders made it neceſſary ; 
to the Poor he was kind and charitable, and indeed a common Father ; 
and what crown'd all, was a man plain and honeſt, a true Nathasn- 
pael, in whom there was noguite. Amongſt other Prelates preſent at the 
Funeral was S. Baſil, to whorti Naz/anzen in the beginning of the 
Ortion which he then made, particularly addreſsd himſelf with 
many ſingular Commendations, as in the Concluſion * of it he di- 
reed his diſcourſe to his Mother Nonna, to ſupport her mind undet 
ſo great a loſs; that ſhe was not to wonder at what had happened, 
all things in this World are obnoxious to change and mutability, ſub- 
ject to . nk and dye, the happineſs of the other World only being 
immutable and eternal, to provide for whicti, is the great buſineſs of 
life, and that therefore thete could be no reaſon to mourn for thoſe 
that had made ſo happy an exchange, unleſs we can be ſo uncharita- 
ble as to rob another br his happineſs, meerly for our own conveni- 
ency ; if the burden was heavy, 'twas but a little way ſhe had to bear 
it, ſhe her ſelf being like ſhortly to follow after; and thought they 
were great comforts {he had loſt, yet it was to be rememhred how 
long ſhe had enjoy*d them ;, that it was but fit ſhe ſhould ſubmit ro 
what was beſt ; and ſhe who with ſo much wiſdom and courage had 
rne the death of her Children in their moſt Rourtthing years, ought 
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much more to bear the fall of a tottering Carcaſe, quite worn out 
with age and weaknels, And indeed the Conlolations were proper 
and ſealonable; for the good Woman thus depriv'd of the main Staff 
of her Li:e, and her felt ready to drop into the Crave (being near 
of equal years with her Husband) died (as may probably be conje. 
* orat-X.p. ftur'd) on after. A Woman of incomparable piety, : which ſhe 
ya 7. inherited as an hereditary bleſſing from her Anceſtors, and which 
ec. ſhe imparted firſt to her Husband, and then to her Children ; a 
faithtul Wife, and an excellent Mother. Thoſe little arts of fine. 
neſs and bravery, whereof other Women are ſo much enamoured, 
ſhelighted, accounting the trueſt beauty to lye in a divine temper _ 
of mind, and no Nobility to be comparable to the Virtues of a good © 
life. She carefully adminiſtred the Aﬀairs of her Family, as it ſhe 
had had nothing elſe to mind,and yet attended the duties of Religion, 3# 
as if that alone had been her buſineſs. The Miniſters of Religion 
ſhe was wont to entertain with a profound reverence, beholding © 
them as the Meſſengers of Heaven, and Stewards of holy things; 
Her time ſhe ſpent in Faſting, and Watching, in Prayers, and ſing. 
ing Pſalms day and night ; in the publick Congregation ſhe was 
taken up with filent admirations, and her Soul poſſels'd with f6 
awful a reverence of the Majeſty of thoſe Divine Solemaities, that 
ſhe would never turn her back upon the holy Table, nor ſpit up. 
* on the Pavement of that place, where God was ſo devoutly wor. 
{hip'd, ſhe ſhunn'd the Converſe of the Gextile-Ladies, even thoſe 
of them that were neerly related to her, whom ſhe would not fa- 
lute with the ordinary expreſſions of Familiarity, nor eat with thoſe 
that defil d themſelves with Pagan Idolatrous Worſhip. In the midſt 
of thoſe many and ſevere troubles that came upon her, ſhe main- 
taind an even temper of mind, whatever Accident befel her, praiſe 
was always the firſt word in her mouth ; not a tearin her eye, nor 
a mourning Habit to be ſeen upon her upon any of the Churches 
Feſtivals. And yet at the ſame time, none more compaſſonate of 
the miſeries of others, and more ready to a(hſt them, ſingularly 
kind to her indigent Relations, and no leſs charitable to the poor, a 
publick Guardian to Widows and Orphans, to provide for whole 
neceſſities ſhe reckoned was the only true and durable Riches, and 
the beſt way at once t2 ſecure and improve an Eitate. 
VII. B Y Theſe heavy breaches in the Family, one following cloſe 
at the heels of the other, Nazianzen was ſufficiently wean'd from 
the place of his Nativity, and looking upon himſelf as now fully re- 
leas'd from the Obligation of his Promiſe, reſolv'd immediately to 
throw up his Charge. In vain he attempted to procure a Succeſſor 
« De vit. fue, £0 be plac'd at Nazianzum, whereupon he retir'd, * and went to Se- 
p.9. Gr. Presh. Lencia, famous for the Temple of St. Tbecl/athe Virgin-Martyr, where 
ho in a Monaſtery of devout Virgins dedicated to that Saint, he conti- 
nued a long time, hoping that in the mean while, the See of Naz:- 
anzum would have been diſpos'd of He returnd much about the 
time of St. Baſi/'s death, whom to his great trouble he could not at- 
tend in his laſt hours, being himſelf at that time detain'd by ſicknels, 
though afterwards he honoured his memory with an clegant Enco- 
miaſtick, Þ where in lively colours he deſcrib'd that great man's Vir- 


tucs and courſe of life. But the Church of Nazianzum remain'd (ill 
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a Widow, and ſo continu'd ſeveral years, the greater Afﬀairs of the 
Church ſwallowing up the care'of that. About this time Nazzan- 
zen was ſummon'd to the Synod at Antioch holden Ann. CCCLXXVIIL. 
to heal the Schiſm that had ſo long ragd in that Church, and to 
conſult about the diſtrated ſtate of the Eaſter» Churches, miſerably 
hara'd by the late prevalency of the Aria» Party. In this Coun- 
cil ſome were deputed to go into one part, and ſome into another, 
and among the.reſt, NVaz#/anzen, as one whoſe polite Parts and Learn- 
ing could not but render him acceptable to the Cyurt, and capable 
of coping with the ableſt Adverſary, was over-ruPd quite contrary 
to his own inclination (as he expreſly tells us ©) to go to.Coh/tanti- 
mople (the main ſpring that gave life and motion to the miſchievous 
attempts of the ſeveral Parties) there to encourage and aſſiſt the Or. 
thodox, and to undertake the defence of the Catholick Cauſe. 
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SEC'TI. IY. 


His Afts from his coming to Conſtantinople, till the meeting 
of the Great (ouncil there. 


His abode at Conſtantinople ; where. His numerous Congregation of 
Catholicks. His Oratory eretted into a Church ; call'd Anaſtaſia, and 
why. The mighty Oppoſition he met with from ſeveral Seftaries, Hig 
Fame hereby encreas'd. Two of his moſt noted Scholars, S. Jerom, 
aud Evagrius Ponticus. This Evagrius, who. Nazianzen deſired 
by the Catholicks ax Conſtantinople for their Biſhop. The beginning 
of his Troubles upon that accounr. Maximus the Cynick of Alexan- / 
dria ; who, His notorious jugling and Impoſtures. His inſinuating. 
#17, into Nazianzen's favour. His ambitions deſigns to obtain t 
Biſhoprick of Conſtantinople. Three Agyptian Biſhops privateh 
ſent thither for that purpoſe, who ſecretly ordain Maximus. A great 
tumult hereupon in the City. Na zianzen's Oration to them at that 
time. Maximus forcd to fly the City : Makes his intereſt among the 
Weſtern -Biſbops, who appear in his behalf; ſollicites his cauſt at Court, 
but in vain ; flies to Alexandria, and # expeW®d thence. The freſh 
rage and malice of the Arians againſt Nazianzen. His particular an- 
ſwers to the frivolous Cavils, and ſcurrilous Refleftions which they caſt 
upon him. His mildneſs and clemency blam'd by his Friends and fol- 

mers. The Declaration of his Reſolution to leave that place. This 

highly reſented by his Auditors. His promiſe not preſently to forſate 
them, Theodoſius his Edit? for Confirmation of the Catholick Faith, 
and ſuppreſſing Heretical Conventicles. His arrival at Conſtantino- 
ple, and publication of another Lav more expreſs to the ſame purpoſe, 
The date 1, that Law not corrupted. His expellins Demophilus the 
Arian Biſhop out of the City. The Churches delivered to the Catho- 
licks. Nazianzen highly in favour with the Emperor. FR 
for the ſolemnity of his initalment, and what hapned at that time, 
His modeſt declining that ſolemnity. The manner of his private life, 
His ſickneſs, and ſinzular clemency towards an Aſſaſinate, that crowded 
into his Bed-chamber with a deſign to kill him. 


.L OMING to Conſtantinople, he took up his Lodging with 
one of his own «4 Relations ; whom Baroniu *nor improba- 

bh bly ſuppoſes to be Nicobu/zs ; who had married Alypians 
358. p- 400, One Of his Siſter Gorgonia's Daughters. Here he found the Catho- 
lick Intereſt at the loweſt ebb, the 4rians during the favonrable Go- 
vernment of the Emperor ales, had poſſeſs'd themſelves of all the 
Churches, and carried things with ſo high a hand, that ſcarce any 

durſt openly appear to own the truth. He firſt preach'd in his Lodg- 

ings to thoſe that repair'd thither /Yalezs his Edit having lately 
given Liberty to the Catholicks) and the Congregation ſoon grew 
numerous, and the Houſe by the bounty of his Kinſinan was freely 
beſtow'd, and immediately erc&tcd and conſecrated into a _ 

whic 
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which NazZanzen entitled the Church of Anaſtaſia, or the Reſurredti- 
on, f becauſe the Catholick Faith, which in that City had hitherto \ T-Conh 
been oppreſs'd and ſtifled, here ſeem'd to have its ReſurreQion. pow phe 
Though Sozomen e gives another reaſon of the name, that while ora. Xx xr. 
they were one day at their publick Worſhip, a Woman great with 4,57 _ 
Child fell down from a Gallery into the Church, and was taken up **** 70? 
dead. But the Congregation immediately joyning in Prayer to God 
for her, ſhe reviv'd, and appear'd as one miraculouſly rais'd from the 
d:ad. But the former account 1s moſt to be relied on, as being given 
by, him who had moſt cauſe to know, I mean VNaz#anzen himſelf, 
In this Church he aſſembled daily, and preach'd boldly, not with 
more ſucceſs to his Miniſtry, not with greater fatisfaQtion to his Peg- 
le, than-with trouble and vexation to his Enemies. The Arians 
and Apollinarians, an up-ſtart Sect (whoſe growing errors he alſo 
vigorouſly oppos'd) had their eyes upon him, and were ſufficiently 
apprehenſive, how much their Cauſe was like to be baffled by ſo a- 
tea Champion's entring the Liſts againſt them. Hereupon they 
fall to their ancient Artifices of reproach and ſlander, traducing him 
to the People as an infamous Heretick, * go that he main- «5, +2, (ze, 
tain'd that there were three Gods, becauſe he had aſſerted that in the p- 10, 11. &c. 
Holy Trinity there were three Hypoſtaſcs, or Perſons ſubſiſting, which 7" 4 _ 
the vulgar (cuitom not having as yet fix'd the notion of the word) * * * 
took for diſtint Subſtances. Having thus prepar*'d the minds of the 
People, they next inſtigate them to open violence, who thereupon 
treated him as he went along the ſtreets with ſhowers of Stones, 
and not content with this, they dragg*d himas a MalefaQtor before 
the Magiſtrate, charging him-with Tumult and Sedition. The rage 
and the clamour was great againſt him, but he comforted himſelf 
at that inſtant to remember, i that though they had the ſtronger Par- ' 7: XXV- 
ty, yet he and his had the better Cauſe ; they had the Churches, * 
he had God, they had the People to back them, he had Angels to 

ard him ; they had boldneſs and confidence, he the Faith on his 
ide ; they could threaten, while he could pray ; they beat him, and 
he endure it; they had Wealth and Treaſure, he the true Ca- 
tholick DoCftrine : he had *tis true, but a little Flock, but *rwas ſe- 
curely lodg'd ; a narrow Fold, but *twas free from Wolves, and the 
aſſaults of Thieves and Robbers, but which he doubted not daily to 
ſee enlarg?d, and that by the acceſſion of thoſe who at preſent were 
Wolves, who he hop'd would become not ſheep only, but ſome of 
them Paſtors of the Flock. The accuſation being examin'd,was found 
—— op groundleſs, and he accordingly diſmiſs'd without further 
trouble, 

IT. THE Oppoſitions he met with did but ſo much the more 
encreaſe his Fame, and the number of his Auditors, and drew to 
him admirers and followers out of Foreign parts, among which, two « xy. ad ee. 
were eſpecially remarkable -S. Hierom, who having quitted the Weſt, 7-1-7. 14- 
had ſome years ſince taken up his abode in the Defarts of Syria, and —_ ow, 
being ordained Presbyter by Paulinus of Antioch, came to Conſtanti- 1. ny. 27:T2. 
nople, and put himſelf under the Tutorage and Diſcipline of Gregory 7.4% 

424anzen, an happineſs wherein he glories * at every turn ; the .. :z,p. -—_ 
other was Evagrius Ponticus, | a Presbyters Son born in Jheria, near $1. 5c30- 
the Euxine Sea, a man of a ſubtil Wit, quick and ready Apprehen- ?' —_— 
t0n, 
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ſion, learned and eloquent, of a ſ{taid and grave temper, moved nei. 
ther with Injuries nor Commendations. He ſtudied Philoſophy and 
| . the holy Scriptures under N424anz+9, who made him Arch-deacon 
265g 4% of Conſtantinople, as before he had been ordained Reader ® by S, yg, 
c. 35.9.1010. fil, He was a handſom man, and lov'd neatneſs and elegancy in his 
«4 dro pluras Habit, which rendred his Company acceptable to the Ladies ; infy- 
much, that a great man gre&ving jealous of him, laid a deſign againſt 
his Life, whereof being plaihly warn'd in a dream, he the next day 
left the City, and ficd firlk to J-ru{alemn, and then into /eypr, where 
in the famous Vonaſtery of Mount z#ria, lie engag'd inthe ftriQ. 
eſt Profeſſion of the Muraitick Life, and obſtinately declin'd a Bi. 
| ſhoprick, when afterwards prels'd to it by 7 hcophils Biſhop of Alex. 
aniria, He was a gteat Patron of the Origenian dovmata, and wrote 
many Pooks, which they that are curious may find reckon'd up by 

Socrates, and Nicephoye?, 
[1I. THE number of the Orthodox was by this time grown con- 
ſiderable at Conſtantizorle; who earneſtly defir'd that a Catholick 
Biſhop might be plac'd over them, and Naz/anztz was the man de. 
ſign'd, concurrent with the Peoples defires, wherein were the Votes 
of almoſt all the Orthodox Biſhops of the Ea/f, eſpecially his old 
Friend Meletins of Antizch, who tickled hard for it ; and Perey, $. 
Athanaſius his Succeſſor ar Alexandria, who by Letters congratulated 
thechoice, and gave ſuffrage for his confirmation in that See. Though 
the tronbles that enſued, renhdred it uneaſie to him, and ſoon made 
= him reſolve to_ quit the place. They began thus. There was at 4- 
a iy lexandria one Maximus, * by birth an A:zyptian, by Profeſſion a Cy- 
Prebp2c.&5 ck Philoſopher, but withal, a Chriſtian, who pretended to be de- 
ſcended of a noble Family, and that too honour'd with the blood of 
Martyrdom, and that himſelf upon the Perſecution thar arole after 
Athanzſias's death, had for his conſtancy to the truth been baniſh'd 
to O:ſis, one of the moſt uncomfortable Solitudes in Ag ypr. He 
went habired according to the cuſton of his Order in a Palium,with 
his hait growing to its full length, and a ſtaff in his hand, carrying 
a ſemblance of the greateſt ſtriAtheſs and gravity ; and as the men 
of that Se& were wont, us'd bluntly to addreſs » himſelf to great 
men, and freely to expoſtulate with them in matters of right and 
wrong, and took a liberty to reprove the Vices of the Age, and to 
cenſure and correG& the miſcarriages and indecencies of any Perſons 
of what rank ſoever. By theſe ſmooth and demure pretences hecaſt 
a miſt before the eyes of the People, and conceal'd his fraud and trea- 
chery, his gluttony and covetouſheſs, his pride and ambition, and the 
reſt of thoſe Vices, whereof he was really guilty. Howeverhe had 
gain'd a conſiderable Reputation in the World, and held correſpon- 
det pms dence with men of chiefeſt note in foreign Parts, as appears by S. 
xtu, © © Biſils twoTLetters ? to him. And having thus .acquir'd a ſtock of 
Credit, he came to Conſtantinople, where the firſt thing he did, was 
to inſinuate himſelf into Nazz/anzee's acquaintatice, who welcom'd 
* Or. XXII. his Arrival with an Oration, 4 wherein he expatiated himſelf in his 
FP praiſes for the Nobility of his birth, his Relation to Martyrs, his own 
perſonal ſufferings, his Maſculine temper, and+the adfnirable courſe 
and inſtitution of his Life. All which afrerwards, when he came 
to diſcover hin, and was forc'd in another Oration to fet him ar in 
Us 
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hisown colours, he tacitly retraQted,ceither himſelf or ſome other for him, 
chat he might not ſeem to contradi& himſelf, expunging rhe Name 
r of Maxim, and inſerting that of Hero the Philoſopher, the Title 
that it bears at this day. ' Nay, ſo far had the ſubrle Impoſter made 
his way, that the man took him into his Houſe, - and to his own 
Table, inftrufted him in the myſteries of the Faith, bapriz'd him, 
and after ſome time admitted him to the lower Orders of the Church 
and indeed communicated to him his moſt intimate Councils and 
TranſaQtions. And now the wretch thought himſelf ſufficiently 
ualified to ſet up for himſelf, he ſaw NVazianzen was like to be 
hxt in that See, and he had not ſo mean an opinion of himſelf, as 
not' to think he deſery'd it as well as his Maſter. To this end he 
confederated with one of Nazianzez's Presbyters, who wirhout any 
other Provocation than that he himſelf had not been the Perſon no- 
minated to the Biſhoprick, though in truth he govern'd all under 
Nazianzen, took part with Maximus, who accordingly laid their 
heads together to contrive and carry on the delign. And now an 
Intereſt is made for him at A/exa»drsx:and Peter who ſolately ftood for 
Nazianzen, and had by Letters convey'd him his Vote and Suffrage, 
tackt about, and eſpous'd Maximus's deſign, and three Biſhops (for ſo 
many I gueſs they were) are GI to Conſtantinople to effeCt the 
matter, who ſer out not long after the Fleet that carried the pub- 
lick Tribute of Corn that was annually tranſported to Conſtantino- 
ple, the Maſters of which ſhips were Ammon, Apammon, Harpocr zc, 
Steppas, Rhodon, Anubis, and Hermaniaubis, whom Baronins, by a 
reat miſtake makes to have been the Biſhops, and thereupon enters 
nto a needleſs Diſcourſe of the Epiſcop+ Frumentarii, and the Corn- 
tribute: When as (belides that Nazz/arzen ſtyles them conremptible 
Seamen) *tis plain, © the Bithops went not on Board,till after the Fleet 
was ſet out, the Maſters whereof were to go before, to prepare the 
way, and to promote the deſign. At whole arrival Nazianzez en- 
tertain'd' them with an Otation * in commendation of . their City, 
that had been an impregnable fortreſs of the true Doctrine of the 
Church ; of Arhanaſins, their late, and Peter their preſent Biſhop, 
both ſtout Champions of the Fafth; and that they themſelves com- 
ing to the Imperial City, had fo readily joyn'd themſelves to the 
Catholick party. And perhaps at this time it was that-he made his 
particular Excomiaſtick * 1n praile of the great Athanaſius, whole Vir- 
_ he fully deſcribes, with a memorable account of his Life and 
10ns. 

IV. MAXIMUS found his delign mightily ſtrengthned by 
this Accefſion of his Counttey-men, and yet to bind the Agyprian Bi- 
{hops firmer to him, he corrupted them » with extraordinary Bribes, 
having to that end by crafty infinuations, and a pretended ſecurity 
given, borrowed large ſums of Money of a certain Presbyter newly 
arriv'd at Conſtantinople from Thuffus, an land inthe gear Sea, to 
buy Pillars of Preconzeſian Marble, and other materials for the build- 
ing a Church in that Ifland. And now the work went on a pace, 
to which NVazzianzer's abſence contributed a fit opportunity, who, 
the day before, had upon an indiſpoſition retir'd out of the City to 
. takethe Air. That very night the #2 yptian Biſhops privately broke 
into his Church, and placd Maximss upon the Epifcopal Throne. 
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But morning coming on, and the Report of it being ſpread about the 
City, both Clergy and Laity, Magiſtrates and People, Citizens 
and Strangers, yea, the very Ar:ans themſelves flock d together and 
in a great fury drove them out of the Church, before they could. 
niſh what they had begun, ſo that being. forc'd our thence, they 
went intoa Players Houſe hard by, where attended with a few lewg 
excommunicate Perſons, they cut of his Hair, and conſecrated him 
Biſhop of that place; which was no ſooner done, but the People 
ſtorm'd more than before, loading him with all manner of revilin s, 
and blaming Nazianzen himſelf for treating the wretch with fo much 
kindneſs and humanity, and nouriſhing ſuch a pernicious Viper in his 
Boſom. The news hereof coming to him (whoſe candour and ſim. 
plicity had rendred him ſecure, and unſuſpicious of fuch pertidious 
dealing) he haſtned into the City,where he made an Oration «* to the 
People, whom he lets know, how great a trouble it had been tohim 
to leave them, which yet made him return with ſo much the more 
chearfulneſs and rejoycing, and having told them, how much a lic. 
tle abſence did accent and increaſe mutual atteQtion, he refleQts y 
the great Villany of Maximns and his Party, in their late TranſaQi. 
ons, deſcribes the temper of a true Chriſtian Philoſopher, and by the 
CharaCQters which he there lays down, weighs himſelf and his own 
life and ations. - As to his being cenſurd tor his over-kindneſs and 
indulgence to the man, he ingenuoully pleaded y for himſelf, that he 
had been betray'd by the eaſineſs of his temper, always apt to make 
the beſt of things, and impos'd upon by ſubtle Artifices, and Yeignd 
Pretences, that there could be no Fence againſt an Hypocrite, whoſe 
Tongue and Heart went different ways, that we judge of men meer. 
ly by their words and aQtions, 'tis God only inſpetts the thoughts, 
and ſees how *tis within ; that we are commanded to be kizd to all, 
eſpecially them of rhe houſhold of Faith ; that if he be blameworthy for 
his well-meant Friendſhip and indulgence to the man, how great a 
Villain muſt the other be, that nw ſoill a uſe of ir, and fo perh- 
diouſly improv'd it to his ruine. 

V. THOUGH the minds of the People were pretty well qui- 
eted with his Diſcourſe (whoſe cie was rather to be pitied than 
blamed) yet did they ferment into a greater rage againſt Maxim, 
who perceiving upon what uneafie and unſafe Terms he ſtood, fled 
the Cizy, and now began to think of the beſt ways to ſhoar up his 
tottering Cauſe. And firſt, if he went not in Perſon, he wrote * at 
leaſt to the Biſhops of 7-aly then aſſembled in Synod at Aquileia, whom 
he certified of his Ordination, and that it was ratified by the Com- 
municatory Letters of Peter Biſhop of Alexandria (which he ſent 
therewith to be read in Council) that his Ordination indeed had 
been manag'd in a private Houſe, but that was becauſe the Arians 
poſſeſs'd all the Churches, and that he was forc'd to give way by 
reaſon of the Violence which both Clergy and People had offered 
tohim. The Synod unacquainted with the true Circumſtances of 
the Caſe, approv'd his Ordination, and Right to the place, appre- 
hending Naziazez to have been uncanonically promoted, as for the 
ſame Reaſon they afterwards denyed Communion to Ne##arius his 
ſucceſſor, and therefore wrote to the Emperor, to beſeech him to 


take care in it, and either to reſtore Maximws to the See of Con 
ft antinoph, 


a 


— 


The Life of S. GREGORY NAZIANZEN, 


299 


i ———_— 


extinople, © or to ſurnmon a General Council at Rome, where the 
matter might be fully canvaſs d and determin'd. Nor did M:ximus 
ſtay here, but went to follicit his Cauſe at Court; * then lying at 
Theſſelonica, begging of the Emperor, to reſtore him by his Imperial 
Edit. But the Emperor rejected his Peticion, and commanded him 
to be gone, threatning to take a courſe with him, if he did not de- 
ſift. The ambitious man vext with this repulſe at Court, ſwelld 
with rage and madneſs, and not knowing. well what Courſe to 
ſteer, went home to A/-x:-4r/4, where having brib'd ſome to be of 
his Party, he rudely accoſted the aged Biſhop (who had ſufficiently 
appear*d in his behalf) preſling him to improve his Intereſt for the 
recovery of the Biſhoprick, plainly telling. him, that unleſs he pro- 
cur'd him the See of Con/tanrimnople, he would eject him, and take 

fefſion of his Throne, A fair warning to look abuut them, in- 
omuch, that the Governour of A/-x4nadr:4 fearing what might be 
the efftetts of ſo wild an Ambition, and ſuch extravagant boldneſs, 
immediately bani{h'd him the City. And what became of him af- 
terwards, we no where find. 

VI. Perfe&t eaſe and tranquillity is not the Portion of this 
World. . N:zianzen, though delivered from the moleſtations of Mzx- 
imus and his Party, yet found the wind blow hard from another quat- 
ter. The Arias, notwithſtanding the death of Yalens, and the E- 
dit he had publith'd for permitting the Orthodox Biſhops to return 
to their Sees, yet finding no reſtraint laid upon them, ſtill openly 

laid their Game, and offered all manner of affronts and indignities 
to the Catholicks : Infomuch, that Euſcbizs the venerable Biſhop 
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of Samoſata in his return from Baniſhment, was knock*®d on the head . 


at Dolicha with a Tile thrown by a Woman from the top of a Houſe 
as he paſs'd along the Streets. But their great ſpite was at Nazian- 
zen, whom not daring to attempt by open force,they labour'd tomur- 
der his Reputation, and becauſe Malice it ſelf was not able to objet 
any thing material, they pelted him with little trifling Cavils, as, 
that he was born in a poor and obſcure place, deſcended of mean 
and ignoble Parents, that he was of a rude uncourtly temper, blunt 
of ſpeech, and of an auſtere and unpleaſant Converſation, as there 
were others that charg'd him with a too tame and eaſlie diſpoſition, 
that let things run which way they pleas'd. Theſe were things that 
weigh lictle with wiſe men, bur they were the beſt thay fad to 
objet. However, not to he wanting to himſelf eſpecially at this 
time, he wip'd off theſe aſperſions in a publick Oration * ; wherein he 
more particularly addreſs'd himſelf to the Arian Party. *©* As for the 
© mean place of his Nativyy he tells them, ir might be his uthap- 
. © pineſs, bur not his fault. No man accuſes the Dolphin that he is 
* riot a Land-animal, or the Ox, that he does not live in the Water. 
* Muſt he be run down, becauſe he did not build the place of his Na- 
© tivity, and furniſh it with ſuch ſplendid ornaments of Walls, The- 
© aters, Circ's, Palaces, Portico's, Forums, ſuch a frequent Populacy, 
*and a noble Senate, as they had at Conſtantiniple, He was poor, 
© he granted, and hid no Eſtate or Revenues, kept no ſumptuous 
* Table, nor wore coſtly Garments ; things which he did not think 
© reaſonable to make the matter of his glory. If he was born in an 
* obſeure corner, ſo was Samyel, and Sul; and David, and Moſes, 
| Q-2 . « and 
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* and other great Worthies upon Record in Scripture : Was hea 
« ſtranger and Forreigner ? $0 was Abraham, lowere the Apoſtles, 
« when they were lent to convert the World. As for his Birth and 
« Extract, they miſtouk the true notion of Nobility ; all men with 
*« reſpe&t to this lower World, are deſcended of the ſame mean Ori. 
«* ginal, the true Countrey and Kindred of great and good men is 
* the Jeruſalem that is above ; 'tis the Soul poliſhd by Vertue, and re. 
« form'd into the Divine likeneſs, that challenges the true Nobili. 
*ty ; which he that defaces and defiles by fin, and ſuperinduces the 
*« Image of the Serpent, that's the man that's balſe-born and vile, 
« Civil Dignities and Diſtintions are but the Scenes and Phanta- 
* ſtick Pageantries of this frail tranſient Life ; things that may be 
* pain'd by money, and loſt by poverty, denied or granted at the plea. 
© ſure of the Prince. In theſe things you may pride your ſelves,and 
© boaſt of the Stories, and the Tombs and the Monuments of your 
« Anceſtors ; my ſtudy is to purifie my ſelf from all fraud and vice, the 
&« only way, either to preſerve, or to regain Nobility. The morole. 
© neſs and ruſticity which they objeCted, and his avaiding the plea. 
<* fures and intercourſes of common: Converſation, was not pride or 
< an affeQted ſingularity, but a ſerious retiring within himlelt, to 
*take the more frequent and impartial Account of himſelt, and his 
© own ations. That they had made mildneſs and moderation « a 
* part ofhis Crimes, and had charg'd it upon him as a piece of mad. 
*« neſs and folly, he thank*'d them for it ; for what was all this to 
* what Chriſt had ſuffered ? And yet his whole life and death was 
&« filld with nothing more than inſtances of meekneſs and tenderneſs, 
© of mercy and forgiveneſs. And if he who was God, ſcrupled not 
« to do, and to undergo ſo much, and to lay down his Life for us, 
_s ſhall we think much to forgive a few petty Injuries and Offences 
* to our fellow-creatures? And indeed, that ſuch had been his own 
« carriage among them, he ſolemnly appeals to themſelves, tacitly 
© reproaching them with their own cruel ſeverities. What Rabble 
" (ys he*©) have I ever exaſperated againſt them to revenge my 
&« quarrel ? What Souldier< have I hired ? What fierce and violent 
* Commanders have I pro. :d (as ſome in the World have done) 
© and thoſe Pagans too, wi.o by that means caus'd their own Idola- 
© trous impiety to triumph over the Chriſtian Faith ? What miſera- 
© ble wretches have I beliegd, while in Prayer they were lifting -u 
© their hands to Heaven ? When did I ever drown the voice of thole 
© who were ſinging Pſalms with the noiſe of Trumpets, or mingle the 
** myſtical Blood of Chriſt with the blood of the {lain, or ſtifle the 
© Tears of rhe. Penitents with the cries which ſlaughter and cruelty 
© extorted from them ? What Churches have I turn'd into Tombs 
&« and Charnel-houſes? What conſecrated Veſſels have I delivered 
* into impious hands, to be prophan'd to unholy uſes ? What AL 
© tars have I expos'd to the obſcene ſongs, and immodeſt geſtures of - 
* wanton youth ? Where among us has a Pagan Orator ſtept upin- 
* tothe Epiſcopal Throne, and made biting inveCtives againſt Chrt- 
© ſtianity : Which of us ever raviſh'd or abus'd the holy Virgins, or 
* turn'd wild Beaſt upon the Bodies of the Saints ; or- indifted others 
* for burying what the mercy of the moſt ſavage Creatures had 
« ſpared ? Did we ever tear off the Fleſh of aged Biſhops with fron 
* Ptacers, 
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«-Pincers, and afterwards Martyr.thcem ? Or Tend Presbyters to Sea 
«in a rotten Ship, and then ſet it and them on fire ? But what need 
« | rub upold fores, when ſo many freſh Inſtances are at hand, when 
« men like wild Bores have violently broken through all bounds and 
« limits. Witneſs the yeſterdays Sacrifice of that Abrahamical old 
« man, who being newly return'd from Baniſhment, ye knock'd on 
« the head at noon-day in the middle of the ſtreets, whoſe Murder- 
« ers yet at our interceſſion were ſpar'd and pardoned. Since I came * 
« among you, whoſe covetous prattiſes have I imitated , what in- 
« ſtances of inſolent Zeal havel been guilty of, and ſuch as the times 
« well enough would bear ? What Churches or Revenues have we 
« contended with you for, though you overabounded, and we are 
« deſtitute of both ? What Imperial Edi& have we lighted, much 
« ſeſs reviled? What Governours have we courted to ruin you? Or 
« whole Cruelties have we ſo much as diſcovered ? Even then I cri- 
«ed out with Stephen, Lord lay not this fin to their Charge, and *tis 
« ftjll my Prayer, Being reviled, we bl:ſs ; being perſecuted, we ſuffer 
© it; being defamed, we entreat. Andif it bea fault, that being cru- 
« elly treated, I patiently bear it, forgive me this wrong ; -'tis' but 
« what I have been us'd to. | 

VII. THE ruth is, fo great was his Clemericy and Indulgence, 
that the Catholicks themſelves began to complain of it, * that they 
had ſuffered the hardeſt things; and yet he all the time he had been 
their Biſhop had taken no care to reniedy it,nor to improve his Power 
with great men, and his Intereſt at Court to put a ſtop to it, 'or to 
return it upon the heads of their Enemies. And what was yet worſe 
than Complaints, by the Infinuations of the Presbyter that had com- 
bin'd with Maximus, ſome of the Catholick Party were really made 
againſt him. So that oppreſs'd with theſe, and other troubles that 
my oy upon him, he took up a Reſolution to leave * the Charge 

a 


there taken upon him, and in the cloſe of his farewell-dif- ?: 


courle, N—_y perſwaded the People to perſevere in that Or- 
thodox Faith that he had preach'd to them, and to be mindful of 
the Labours and Sufferings which he had undergone for that Cauſe 
among them. The words were no ſooner out of his mouth, but the 
whole Auditory were furpriz'd with equal reſentment and admirati- 
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on, and Pezſons of all Ages, Sexes and Qualities came about him, - 


and paſſionately beſought him not to deſert his Flock, and thereby 
betray them to the Wolves, who, with open mouth ſtood ready to 
devour them. The good man was miſerably diſtratted with the tears 
and intreaties of his People, and knew not well, either how to grant, 
or to deny their importunities. The day was well nigh ſpent in theſe 
kind Contentions, when the People ſolemaly proteſted, that not one 
of them would tir out of the Church, but were reſolv'd to die upan 
the ſpot, unleſs he granted their deſires, one of the Company telling 
him openly (which was no ſmall Motive to prevail with him) Sir 
with your departure you baniſh the Catholick Faith out of this City. O- 
vercome with importunity , he conſented to ſtay with them, till 
(which was rumour'd, and expefted) the Eaters Prelates were fum- 
mon'd to Town, who might releaſe him by chooſing a more worthy 
Perſon into that,place. And with that the People reſted ſatisfied: 
And in this condition things ſtood till the new Emperors arrival at 
c onſtantinople; VIE 
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V III. THEODOSIVS being lately aſſum'd into a Partnerſhip of 
the Empire, was come into Greece 1n order to his Wars with the 
Northern Nations. At Theſſalonica he fell ſick, i and ſent for 4choliyg 
Biihop of that See in order to his being baptiz'd, of whom he en. 
quir'd what Faith it was that he proteſs'd. The Biſhoptold him, 
they intirely preſery'd the Faith delivered by the Apoltles, and con. 
fhrm'd by the Council of Nice, and that the Aria impieties did not 
infe&t thoſe Parts. Whereupon he receiv'd from his hands the hol 

Rites. For indeed he was a great Patron of the Catholick Cale, 
and a paſſionate admirer both of the Peace and Purity of the Church, 
In order whereunto he direQted an Edit k to the People of Conftay- 
tinople, dated Febr. XXVII, 42». CCCLXXX, commanding that all 
his Subjets within his Dominions, ſhould hold no other but the 
right Orthodox Faith concerning the holy Trinity, according as jr 
was profeſs'd and taught in the Churches of Rozze and Alexandria 
and that all ſuch Profcſſors ſhould be {tyPd Catholick Chriſtians ,and 
all others calPd and accounted Hereticks, and that their Conventi. 
cles ſhould not be honour d with the Title of Churches, and they 
themſelves become liable to Civil, as well as Divine Puniſhment; 
Towards the latter end of this year, viz. on the KXIV+h..of Novem. 
he came to Conſtextin»ple, and finding that to be the common Neſt and 
Refuge of the ſeveral Heretical Parties, publiſh'd another Edi& ! og 
the X7h. of January, which being ſo great an Evidence of this Em- 
pon Piety and Zeal for the Church, will deſerve the Readers per: 
uſal. 


TXxtoposius, Gratian, and Valentinian, Eni: 
perors, to Eutropins the Pretorian Prafes, 


T Et no place be allow'd to Hereticks fo2 the holding their Religt- 
, ous Aſſemblies, no occaſion permitted fo2 the ererciſing of their 
madneſs and obſtinacy. Be it known to all, that. although this ſo2t 
ofmen may have fraudulently pzocur'd ſome ſpecial Reſcrfpt in their 
Favour, ſuch Reſcript ſhall be of no foxe, Let all ſuch Heretical 
Aſſemblies be p2ohibited, and diſpers*d. Let the name of the one only 
and moſt high God be celebzated fn all Places ; and the Nicene Faith 
delivered long ſince by our Anceſto2s, and confirm'd by the Teſtimony 
and Afertion ofour Divine Religion, be had in perpetual obſervance: 
Let the defilement of the Photinian blemiſh, the Uenom of the Arian 
Sacrtlegiouſneſs, the falſhood and perfidiouſneſs of Eunomius, and 
the abominable J2odigies of Sects, together with the monſtrous 
names of their Autho2s, be baniſh'd even from common hearing. But 
he onlp is to be accounted an Aſſerto? of the Nicene Faith, andatrue 
Puoofeſſo2 of Catholick Religion, who confeſſes God Almighty, and 
eſus Chriſt the Son of God, one in Mame, God of God, Light of 
xht, who does not by any denyal [ of his Divinity] offer Uiolence 
to the holy Spirit, by whom we receive what we hope fo2 from the 
hands ofour Heavenly Father ; and who accowing to the teno? ofthe 
found and ozthodor Faith, maintains the undivived Subſtance of the 
moſt perfect Trinity, which by a Greek term right Believers call 
via. Thele are the Ooctrines which we appzove, and which are - be 

enter: 
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entertain'd with Ueneration. TAhoever adhere not to theſe, let them 
ceaſe by crafty Afﬀectations to entitle themſelves to the Name of the - 
true Religion, a Name that belongs not to them, and let them be 
| known by their own infamous Appellations; and ſince we 
p2ohibit all ſozts of Vereticks to hold their unlawful es with- 
in Towns 02 Cities, let them be utterlyremov'd out of all Churches. 
And if hereupon the Faction hall foxcibly attempt any thing, we com- 
mand,that with all rigour they be baniſh'd out of all Cities, that ſo the 
Catholick Churches thwughout the TWozd map be reſtoxd to all © 
thovor Biſhops, that huld the Nicene Faith. Givenat Conſtantinople 
the 1Vth. of the ldes of January,Eucherius andSyagrius being Confils 
That is, January the Xth. Ann. CCCLXXXI. 


A learned Commentator = upon this Law, thinks the date of the = 7:c. 6otbe- 


month miſtaken for Juze or July, andthat it was publiſh'd about the fre in (0. 


latter end of the Council holden here this year, in Confirmation of 
the Faith agreed upon in that Synod. But there's no reaſon to ſuſ. 
the date, which is the ſame both in this, and the Ju/tinian Code; 
and whereas he obſerves a great Conformity both of words and things 
in it, with the Creed and tirſt Canon of that Council ; it cannot 
doubted, but that in drawing it up, he conſirtted with Nazianzen, 
and perhaps ſome other Catholick Biſhops, who dire&ed both Phraſe 
and Matter to the ſence of the Church, and to the neceſſities of that 
time, and which tis like were imitated and made uſe of by the 
Fathers of that venerable Synod, who met ſome months after. 
But however that was, the Emperor at his firſt arrival in purſuance 
of the deſign, which he had ſome time before taken up of rooting 


out Hereſie, and re-ſettling the Peace of the Church, ſent * to Demo- « $4r. 1.5.5.1; 
philus the Arian Biſhop of Conſtantinople, commanding him either to 9-253: $944.74 


ſubſcribe the Viceme Creed, and reduce the People to Unity and Con- © 5 179% 


cord, or to quit the Churches, and depart the. City. D-mophilus 
knowing *twas to no __ for him to contend, aſſembled the Peo- 
ple, and acquainted them with the Emperor's Order. Brethren, ſaid 
he, *ris written in the Goſpel, if they ſhall perſecute you in this City, 
fleeinto another ; ſince then the Emperor drives 1s out of our Churches, 
take notice that to morrow we will hold our Aſſemblies without the City. 
And with that he departed out of the City, and with him Laciws, 
whom upon Athanaſius's death the 4rians had made Biſhop of Alex- 
andria, who at this time liv'd here in Baniſhment. Thus were the 4- 
rian; diſpoſſeſs'd of their Churches at Conſtantinople after that they had 


held them /ever ſince Exſcbius of Nicomedia was tranſlated to that 


See Ann. CCCXXXIX.) for XL. years together. Theodoſius having 


made his entry, preſently calld for Nazianzen, whom he treated ® « pe vita ſuc 
with great kindneſs and humanity , and among other things told #: 20,21, &c- 


him, that God had ſent him to give him Poſſeſhon of the Church, 
which he was ready to deliver up into his hands, as the reward of 
his labors. * But the Arias, however pretending to ſubmiſſion, were 
yet reſolv*d not ſo tamely to part with their hold. They flPd all 
places with peeviſh and paſhonate Complaints, the Emperor they 
plied with Petitions, as on the other hand they vomited out nothin 
but Exclamations and Threatnings againſt Nazianzen and his Party, 
and to make good their words, had prepar'd an armed multitude to 
make 
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make reſiſtance. Sv that the next day, which was to be the Solem: 
nity of the Inſtallment, the Emperor was forc'd with a ſtrong Military 
Guard to condutt the poor Biſhop through the Streets, which were 
not only beſer with Enemies deſign'd either by publick Tumults, gr 
private Aſſafſinations to do miſchief,. but crowded with multitudes gf 
Spectators on every fide. As they paſs'd along to the Church, a black 
Cloud ſuddenly arole, which wrapd them up all in darkneſs, ang 
threatned them inſtantly with a moſt dreadful Storm. This the 4; 
ans preſently caught hold of, and cried out, *twas a miraculous Teſti. 
mony from Heaven againſt the Proceedings of that day, and indeed ir 
ſtruck no little damp and terror into the Catholicks. But no ſooner 
were they got within the Church, and the Emperor and the Biſhop 
entred into the Quire, and an Hymn begun to the praiſe of the great 
Creator, but in a moment the Cloud diſſipated, and the Sun burft 
out with ſo amazing a brightnels, that few were able to behold it, 
which greatly animated the Catholick, and confuted the fooliſh and 
preſumptious Preſages of the 4rian Party. And now the cry was 
from all parts of the Church, and from all ſorts of Perſons, beſeeching 
the Emperor, 'as the reateſt kindneſs he could do the City, to place 
Nazianzen on the Epiſcopal Throne. The good man partly through 
weakneſs and infirmity, and partly through affirightment (a deſpe. 
rate Fellow having drawn his Sword at him, though immediately 
forc'd to put it up again) was not able, as at other times, -to make an 
Oration to the People, and therefore commanded one of the Presby- 
ters to ſtand up, and modeſtly acquaint them in his name, that he 
defir'd them to ſurceaſe their Suit, that this was a day of Thankſgiving, 
and to be intirely devoted to the praiſe of that God who had heap'd 
fuch Blefſings upon them, and that what was of further concernment, 
ſhould be tranſaQted in due time and place. 

IX. THE modeſty ofthe anſwer was not unacceptable, and ſothe 
Aſſembly broke up, and the man became _ dear to the People, 
and the Prince, who mightily delighted in his Converſation, and (as 
Nazianzen ? intimates) ſometimes plac'd him at his own Table,who 
yet ſeldom card to come to Court, the Manners of that place not 
ſuiting with the ſtrictneſs and ſeverity of his Temper, which knew 
not how either to bribe or flatter, or to make uſe of thoſe little Arts, 
that render men grateful to Courtiers. He ſpent his time in Prayer 
and Faſting, in Preaching and viſiting the Sick, retiring ſometimes 
out of the City, partly to repair his health, and partly to enjoy the 
advantapes of ſolitude. The Revenues of his Church, though very 
large, he never medled with; and albeit he had fair opportunities 
thence to have enrich'd himſelf, he took not one penny of it to en- 
creaſe his private Eſtate, but committed the management of it wholly 
to the Stewards and Treaſurers of the Church, not ſo much as taking 
an account of the Plate chat belonged tout.. His thoughts were im- 
ploy'd abour higher and better rhings, and his time and ſtrength fo 
intirely ſwallowed up with the Cares and Troubles of his _ 
that his body could bear up no longer. Sickneſs confin'd him to his 
Bed, and that preſented him with an opportunity of exerciſing an in- 
ſtance of the greateſt Charity. It happened that great numbers of 
People highly ſatisfied with what had lately paſs'd, crowded into his 
Room, to pay in his preſence their acknowledgments to Almighty 
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' Godfor ſo great Mercies, and to pray for the health and proſperity of 
the Emperor, and withall to pay their thanks to him, whom they 
ownd to have been the Inſtrument that procur'd theſe Bleſſings ; 
which done, they departed. The reſt being gone, there ſtaid behind 
a man with a pale look, long hair, in ſqualid and tatterd 
Cloaths, who ſtanding at the Beds feet, made all the dumb ſigns of 
the bittereſt Sorrow and Lamentation. Nazianzen ſtartled a little at 
the man and his behavior, asked him who he was, whence he came, 
and what he wanted? To which he returned no anſwer, but expreſsd 
{ much the greater Paſſion and Reſentment, —— — 

his hands, and beating his breaſt, infomuch that the Biſhop himſe 

was mov'd to tears. Being at _ pluck'd from that place by 
force, one who ſtood by told the Biſhop; This, Sir, i the Aſſaſſinate, 
whom ſome had ſuborn'd to murder you, and had effettually done it, had not 
the divine Providence interpos'd to hinder him; for this his Conſcience 
has fallen foul upon him, and he"s here come ingenuouſly to conſe s his fault, 
and to beg your Pardon, Whereto : the .good Biſhop replied, Friend, 
God Almighty be propitions to.you his gracious Preſervation of me obliges 
me frecly to forgive you , the deſperate attempt you deſigned has made you 
mine ; nor do I require any other reparation, than-that henceforth you de- 
ert your Party, and ſincerely give up your ſelf to God, The news of 
this accident being ſpread abroad, mightily advanc'd his Reputation, 
a4 rendred him dearer to the City than he was before. 
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SECT. V. 


The Afs and Proceedings of the Second General (ouncil. 


A General Council ſummoned to meet at Conſtantinople. The number of 
Fathers in that Synod. Things tranſatted in the Conmcil. Their care 
about the See of Conſtantinople. Maximus's Title and Ordination vs 
cated, Nazianzen eſtabliſb'd in that See. The regularity of his Tranf- 
lation thither, cleared. ters of Faith diſcuſt. The Nicene Cox 
felſion ratified. A Creed drawn ap to explain the other. The FILIO. 
QUE when added to this Creed, The Controverſy hereabout between 
the Greek and the Latin Chnrch. An account of the Several Sets ani 
Hereſies anathematized by the Synod. The Sabellians. Sabellius who, 
and what his Principles. Marcellians : the Author and T enents of tha 
See, Photinians. Photinus who, and what his chief Dogman. 
Eunomians. This Set founded by Aetius. A ſhort view of bis Life 
and Attions. His deſigns carried on by his fs Eunomius : the mf 
material paſſages of = e life are briefly noted. The Opinions, Principles, 
and Uſages of this SefF : not accounted Chriſtians by the Synod. Ma- 
cedonians. The Council principally call'd with reſpect ro them. A more 
particular account concerning Macedonius, and the original and progreſs 
of this Hereſie through the Reigns of the ſeveral Emperors. His fd- 
towers the ſame in eff with the Semiarians. In what places they moſt 
abounded. Their cunning deportment , and hypocritical inſinuations. . 
Treated with by the Synod about their reunion to the Church ; but with- 
out effett, The Synodal Decree againſt Hereticks ratified by the Em- 
perour. Canons made by this Council, Two more my noted ; 
Ore, concerning the Bounds of the greater Churches in the Eaſt, This 
heedleſly confounded by moſt with a | of the Emperor Theodoſius cox- 
cerning the bounds of Eccleſiaſtical Communion. What Socrates means 
by Patriarchs, conſtituted in this Council. The other Canon giving pri- 

. cedence to the See of Conſtantinople next that of Rome. T his the 

foundation of the after greatneſs of that Biſhoprick. The fuller conſudes 


ration of this referred to another place. 


I. T: EODOSTUS being highly fſollicitous about the Peace 


of the Church, at this time torn in pieces with ſo many 
ſeveral Ses and Parties, had ſome time ſince given hopes 
of convening a Synod to heal thoſe breaches. This he now made 
1 Svcr.1.g:4-8, good 4, and to that end Writsare iſſued out to ſummon the Prelates 
p. 264. of the Eaſt, who met at Conſtantinople in May, Ann.Chr. CCCLXXXI. 
Sel. 7:6.7- tothe number of CL. all Catholicks, beſides XXXVI. of the Maced» 
: nian Party, who were ſummon'd alſo in hopes of Union. And though 
they were only the Biſhops of the Eater» Empire that aſſembled in 
this Synod, yet has the Coundll paſs'd the Approbation of the Ca- 
tholick Church, and in all Ages obtain'd the Style, Honor, and Au- 
thority of a General Council. The things tranſaQted in the Synod, 
may be reduc'd to three Heads, the preſent Caſe of the See of Con- 
ftantinople, Matters of Faith, and Rules —_— Order and the 

a 


Polity of the Church. The firſt thing they took in hand, was to ' 
tle 
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tle the preſent State of the See of Conſtantinople, diſtraited at this 

time between Gregory Nazianzen the preſent Occupant, and Maximus 

the Philoſopher, who challeng'd it as his right. The Cauſe being 

fully heard and debated, the Fathers proceeded to give ſentence in 

the Caſe, and unanimouſly damn'd not only Maximws's claim, but his 

yery Ordination by this Synodal Decree *. * Conce CP, 

Can. 4+ 

Oncerning Maximus the Cynick, and his inſolence and irregularity 

S committed at Conſtantinople ; the Synod has decreed, that Maxi- 

mus xeither is, nor ever was 4 Biſhop, nor any of thoſe truly ordain'd, 

whom he advanc'd to any order of the Clergy, and that whatever was done 

in his Ordination, or has been ſince done by him, is null and wvotd, 


Having thus vacated his Title, they next confirm'd © Vazianzezn in * De vita ſus 
the See, placing him upon the Epiſcopal Throne, which though with /-24-57;Pre 
tears and paſſionate intreaties he endeavored to decline, yet was he OI 
at laſt prevaild with to accept, upon this conſideration, that he ſhould 
hereby have a fairer opportunity to reconcile and unite diſſenting Par- 
ties, a thing which above all others he did moſt defire. It was indeed 
objeted againſt him by ſome, that he had been Biſhop of Saſima and 
Nazianzum, and that Tranſlations of Biſhops from 'one See to ang- 
ther were prohibited by the Eccleſiaſtick Laws, as indeed the XV*», 

Canon of Nire is exprels in that Caſe. But to this Melerius t the aged * rhe. . 5. 
and venerable Biſhop of Azt:och replied, that he very well underſtood *< #:2-296- 
the mind of thoſe that made that Canon, which was deſign'd only to 

prevent Pride and Ambition, which had no place in this Caſe. Be- 

fides, cuſtom had made nothing more familiar than ſuch Tranſlations, 

and therefore Nazianzen * ſtyles thoſe Canons vopus Tvs mira mf ymy- * De vit. (14 
res, Laws dead a preat while ſince, common praCtice and the con- '* *® 
veniency of the Church having rendred them obſolete and out of 

uſez and though they ſhould till retain their force and vigor, yet 

they reach'd not him, who had never been Biſhop of Vazianzum, 

but only Coadjutor to his Father in that Church; and for Saſima, 

though unwillingly ordain'd to it, he had never come near it, nor ex- } 

ercis'd one miniſfezial ACt in it. 

IT. THIS Afﬀair being over, they next entred upon the diſcuſſin 

Matters of Faith. And firſt'” they ratified the Vicene Creed, which * cas. x. 

' they commanded to be kept inviolate. But becauſe in that, the Arti- 

cle concerning the holy Gheſt was but barely mention'd, which was 

now become one of the prime Controverſies of the Age, and for the _ 
Determination whereof, the Council had been principally ſummon'd, —- ” 
it pleas'd the Fathers to draw up an Cy Creed, (compos'd, 7 zxt.in conc. 
we are told * , by Gregory Nyſſen) which they publiſh'd in this eaſu- ©1444 


. Conc. Tom. I. 
ing Form, Y Col. 342+ 


\ E belteve in one God, the Father Almighty, maker_of Heaven 
/V and Earth, and of all things viſible and inviſible : And in one 
Lod Jeſus Chriſt, the only begotten Son of Gov, begotten of his 
Father befo2e all TUowbs ; Light of Light, very God of very God, 
» not made, being of one ſubſtance with the Father, by whom 

all things were mape ; who fo2 us men, and fo2 our Salvation came 
down from Heaven, ahaha Hr aber mat 
r 2 Ty, 


— —_—_— 
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Mary, and was made man, and was crucified alſo fo2 us under Pon. 
tius Pilate. De ſuffered, and was buried, and the third day he roſe 
again arcowing to the Scriptures, and aſcended into Heaven, and 
ſitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he hall come again with 
glow to judge both the quick and the dead, whoſe Kingdom ſhall have 
no end. (Te believe in the holy Ghoſt, the Lozd and giver of life, who 
pwoceedeth from the Father, who with the Father and the Son toge: 
ther is wozhipped and glozified, who ſpake by the P2ophets. Te he: 
lieve one holy Catholick and Apoſtolick Church. We acknowledge 
one Baptiſm fo2 the Remiſſion of Sins ; iok fo2 the Reſurrection of 
the dead, and the.life of the TUo2zid to come, Amen. 


The Reader will eaſily obſerve that this is one of the three famous 
Creeds, which our Church has adopted into her ſolemn Liturgy, 
and which commenly paſſes under the name of the Nicene Creed at 
this day. When as tis plain *tis not the Niceze Creed (which we 
have repreſented in another place) but an Explanation of it, eſpecially 
in the 7 err about the holy Ghoſt, and was compos'd (as the Coun- 
cil of Calchedon aſſures us) by this Synod at Conſtantinople. Though 
it be no new thing for this Creed to paſs under the name of that of 
Nice, P.Lombard and others ſpeaking of it under that Title. *Tis obvi- 
ous likewiſe that herein is wanting,what our Creed afſerts concerning 
the holy Ghoſt's Proceeding both from the Father, AND THE 
SON, this being added afterwards. The preciſe time when this ſo much 
controverted addition was made,is not calle to be adjuſted. In a Provin- 
cial Synod (whether the VIII**, or X**. it mattersnot) holden at Toleds 
Arn, DCLIIL we find the Creed with this Addition ſet down in the 
firſt Canon of that Council = . But this was only the particular A& 
of that Synod, nor did the Creed thus enlarg'd generally obtain in the 
Spaniſh Churches for a long time after. About the beginning of the 
next Age but one, the queſtion » about the Proceffion being ſtarted 
by one John a Monk of Fers/alem, began to be diſputed in France, and 
a Synod about this matter conven'd ar Aix 4A». DCCCIX. By which 
ſeveral Biſhops were diſpatch'd © to Rome to treat with Pope Leo 
the III. about this Controverſie, who earneſtly preſs'd him that the 
Addition of FILIOQ VE might be inſerted into the Creed. After 
long debate the Pope declar'd he lik*'d the DoQtrine well enough, but 
could not allow that the thing ſhould be added to the Creed; nay, 
to prevent all miſtake or fraud, he -caus*'d the Creed without that 
addition to be engraven both in Greek and Latin upon two Silver 
Tables, and to be hung up behind S. Peter's Altar, there to remain 
as a {tanding Monument. About four years after this, the Fathers in 
the Synod 4 at Arles, publiſh*d a Confeſſion of their Faith with this 
Clauſe, proceeding from the Father and the Son, Which yet was no 
more than their private Confeſſion. It ſeems not to have gain'd any 
publick place in the Creed, till the time of Pope Nicolaus the I. who 
entred upon that See Az». DCCCLVIIL and to have been diſcovered 
when the Quarrel broke out between him and Photiwvs Patriarch of 
Conſtantinople. For ſo we find Photius © ſeverely charging it upon 
the Latins, aS xaxF x5es, the height and crown of all their 
Impieties, that with an unmeaſurable boldneſs they had taken upon 
them to adulterate the holy Creed, ratified by the Decrees of gene 

| Councils, 
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Councils, yo.Juis AMT ues, C mepe)tyeamos Acopis, with falſe ſences, and 
new invented terms : & 7 173 mw1ps pnyarug rw, Oh the inventions 
of the Devil ; and then tells us what he meant by all this, that theſe 
Addition-makers made the holy Ghoſt te proceed not only from the 
Father, but from the Son alſo. And ſo goes on to exclaim againſt the 
FaQtand to argue againſt the DoQrine. And this he ſpeaks of as new- 
ly done, and brought by ſome Weſtern Biſhops, (whom amongſt other 
hard words, he calls the new Fore-runners and Miniſters of the Anti- 
chriſtian Apoſtacy) who had been ſent to ſcatter this and ſome other 
DoQtrines among the Bulgarians, but two years before converted to 
the Faith of Chriftt, And henceforward the difference between the 
Greeks and Latins widened every day, the thing being ſo much re- 
ſented by the Eaſtern Churches, that they thereupon broke off Com- 
munion with the Weſtern, and it became one of the unhappy occaſi- 
ons of continuing the breach to this day. I cannot paſs by the un- 
charitable Cenſures of the Writers * of the Roan Church, who ſay 
that for their obſtinate refufal ro comply with this Addition, God 

reſently after ſuffered them, their Churches, Wives, Children, and 
Eſtates to fall under the miſerable Slavery of the Turkiſb Yoke, and 
at laſt Conſtantinople (the Seat of this Church and Empire) to be ra- 
ken by Mahomet the ſecond on the very Feſtival of Witſuntide, the 
time peculiarly dedicated to the honor of the holy Ghoſt. So partial 
are men to their own Cauſe, ſo ready to make Heaven look aſquint 
upon their Enemies, and the aCtions of divine Providence Miniſter to 
the Deſigns of their own ſpite and malice. 

ITI. THE Fathers according to the Cuſtom us'd in Synods, pro- 
ceeded next to the Avathematiſms, in general condemning all Hereſfies 
contrary to the Niceze Faith, but more eſpecially the Sabellian, Mar- 
cellian,” Photinian, Eunomian, Apollinarian , and Macedonian Herelſies ; 
concerning each of which we ſhall give ſome ſhort account, as what 
will refles no ſmall light upon the Story of thoſe times. The Sabelli- 
an was ſet on foot by Sabellius ® a Libyan, Biſhop of Prolemais in Pen- 
tapolis, who began to broach it about the declining part of the fore- 

ing Szculum, under the Reign of the Eniperor Gallienus, He had 

n Scholar to Noetus of Epheſus, from whom he ſuck'd the main 
ingredients of his poyſonous Principles, which having digeſted, he 


vomited up in theſe impious. Afertions, that the Father, Son, and 


holy Ghoſt, are but one and the ſame Perſon, diſtinguiſh'd only by 
three ſeveral names;as in Man there is Body,Soul,and Spirit;the Father 
anſwerable to the Body, the Son to the Soul, and the Spirit to the holy 
Ghoſt ; or as the Sun, which is but one, but has three Powers, Light, 
Heat, and its circular Form ; the Father the ſubſiſting Form, the 
holy Ghoſt the Heat, .and the Son the Light, who as a Beam was in 
time ſhed upon the World, by whom all things were wrought, and 
then again taken up irito Heaven, as a Beam into the body of the Sun ; 
that by vertue of this oneneſs of Perſons, the Father might be ſaid 
to ſuffer, whence they are ſometimes, ſtyPd Patrripaſſians, though 
that was a name of ſome more ancient Hereticks, that commenc'd 
with the very Apoſtolick Age.Beſides the Scriptures,they traded much 
1n ApocryphalWritings,eſpecially a Book which they calld the Feypti 
an Goſpel, out of which they borrowed much of their myſtical Non- 
lence and Blaſphemy. Marce{ws (whois next) was Biſhop of Ancyra 
kn 
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in Galatia, concerning whom and the riſe of his Dog mata, we have 
elſewhere © given an account. The main Point of his Hereſic lay in 


* this i, that Chriſt began to be the Son of God at his Incarnation, that 


his Kingdom ſhall continue till the day of Judgment and the end of 
the World, and then ceaſe, and the Word that came forth, be again 
reſoly*d into the Father, and be no more. And in oppoſition to this, 
the Council particularly levelled that clauſe in the Creed, whoſe K jag- 
dom ſhall have no end. Nicetas Choniates * explains his opinions thus; 
that the Son was a kind of branch ſpringing forth from the Father, 
and this he calld #xlzas, or the Extenſion of the Father's Divi- 
nity into the Son, whom he ſtyPd God the Word, which after the 
Conſummation of all things, ſhould be drawn back again into the 
Father out of whom it had ſhot forth. The holy Ghoſt he yPd 
mupixmumy 7 Cxlaaus, the Extenſion of the Extenſion, which came 
upon the Apoſtles: in fine, that the holy Trinity was extended or 
contracted according to the difference of the Diſpenſation. Diſciple 
to Marcellus was Photinn, born at Sirmium, and afterwards advancd ' 
to be Biſhop of that See. A man of acute Parts, and a voluble Tongue, 
he trod in part in his Maſter's ſteps, and reviv'd the long-fince con- 
demn'd Errors of Paulus Samoſatenus,. confounding the holy Trinity, 
and denying our Lord's eternal Exiſtence, he affirm'd the Word to be 
not eſſential, but prolatitions, and that God made uſe of it in the 
duQtion of things ws opyavey k wngarng» !, as a kind of Mechanick 
Inſtrument : that Chriſt that received this VVord was but a meer Man, 
and received the beginning of his exiſtence from the Virgin Mary. 
For theſe blaſphemous opinions he was often ſentenc'd and depog'd; 
and died about the year CCCLXXV. 

IV. THE next that follows in the Liſt of the Council is the Ex 
2omian Hzrefie. The firſt Author and Founder of this SeQt was Aetius ® 
He was born at Aztioch in Czloſyria, and being left poor by his Father, 
who was a Souldier, maintain'd himſelf and is Mother ar the Gold- 
ſmiths Trade : But having a genizs for higher things, he applied him- 
ſelf to the ſtudy of Philoſophy, and eſpecially Logick, wherein he 
became excellent. Divinity he ſtudied firſt under Paslinus Biſhop of 
Antioch, then under Athanaſius of Anazarbus, next under Antonius at 
Tarſas, then laſtly under Leontius a Presbyter of Antioch. Being ex- 
pelPd Artioch, he fled to Alexandria, where under Sopolis a famous 
DoQtor he ſtudied Phylick, which he praQtis'd gratis, maintaining 
himfelf in the mean time by working at night at his Goldſmiths 
Trade. He was made Deacon by Leoxtius of Axtiach, and for his He- 
terodox notions,eſpecially in aſſerting the 4nomean DoQrine, depos'd 
by the Synod at Conſtantinople, and baniſh'd by Conſtantins Amr. 
CCCLIX. RecalPd, handur'd, and rewarded. by Julian, and made 
Biſhop during his Reign. Under Yalexs he left Conſtantinople, and 
faild to Lesbos, and at Mitylene ſetled himſelf in a Farm, which Julien 
had beſtow*'d upon him. But upon Procopius's uſurping the Empire, 
he was forc'd to return to Con#artinople, where he died (as is pro- 
bable) the year after. Scholar and Amanuerſis to him was Eunomins, 
who became more famous than his Maſter, and from him the Se& 
took its denomination, n" He was born at Dacora a ſmall Village near 
Ceſares in Cappadocia, Awaken'd with the fame of Aetius he went to 
Antioch, where by the means of Secundus a Libyan Biſhop, he was re- 
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commend:d to Aetius, then at Alexandria, who took him into his Fa- 
mily, red Leftures to him, and made him his Secretary. Having 
ſafficiently furniſh'd himſelf with his Maſters InſtruQtions, he was 
made Deacon by Exdoxins Biſhop of Antioch, and being ſent to Court 
to follicit the Cauſe of his Party, was intercepted by means of - 4 
of Ancyra, and baniſhed to Midainm, a Town in Phrygia. For the 
twain he ran the ſame ſortune with his Maſter, and was baniſh'd with 
him by the Synod at Conftantinople. He was by Eudoxius ordained 
Biſhop of Cyz:7cam, which he would not accept of, till Eudoxius had 
{worn to him, to recal the Sentence of Depoſition paſs'd againſt A- 
etius. Nor did he continue long at his See, the People there not en- 
during his impious DoQtrine. In the reign of /alexs the Party at 
Conſtantinople falling out, he went over to Chalcedon, where he had 
Gardens of his own, and there ſetled, entertaining all that came to 
him, being upon all occaſions conſulted as the Oracle of his Se& : up- 
on a Charge of High Treaſon in being privy to Procopius his Uſur- 
pation, he was baniſh'd into Mauritania, but was recall'd at Mur/a in 
Illyricum. By Theodoſius (into whoſe Family ſome of his Gang had 
. crept, whereat that good Emperor was highly offended) he was ba- 
niſh'd to Halmyris, a place fituate upon the banks of the Danow which 
being ſoon after taken by the Barbarians, he was tranſported to _ 
7-4 in Cappadncia. But his Company was diſtaſtful tothat People, his 
lewd Principles being kaown, and he having writ againſt, and re- 
fleed upon their beloved Biſhop S. Baſi/, for whom they had a dear 
regard. So he was ſuffered to dwell at his own Eſtate at Dacora, 
not far from that City, where he lived ſome years, dying about Any. 
CCCXCIV. whoſe rody when his Followers wands have remov'd, 
to have buried it with his Maſter Aetins at Conſtantinople, Eutropins 
the Eunuch, at that time Pazricias, and Lord Chamberlain would not 
ſuffer it, but commanded Ceſarivs the Pretorian Prefet?, to tranſlate 
and bury it at Tyana, and commit the Guardianſhip of it to the 
Monks of that place. He procurd likewile an Edi&, for the burn- 
ing of his Books, and all thoſe of his Party, as containing the ſum 
of all impious DoQrine, making it Capital for any to conceal them. 
Such were the men, that appear'd in the Head of the moſt ſpiteful 
and inveterate Enemies to the Divinity of the Son of God. As to 
the Principles which Eunomins derivd from Aetius, and afterwards 
improv'd, we may in the general obſerve, that he corrupted the 4- 
rian d17mata (poyſon it ſelf may be made worſe) which he advanc'd 
to a pitch beyond any other Branch that ſprang from that bitter 
Root, ſothat at laſt his Followers refus'd to admit the A4ria» Bap- 
tiſm and Ordination ; in particular, he held ® that the Son was made 
mu Father, and was to be plac'd only in the moſt eminent rankof 

reatures ; that he was a Servant, and obvious to change and altera- 
tion, and altogether unlike in Nature and Subſtance to the Father ; 
' and that asthe Son is the Servant and Miniſter of the Father, fo is 


the Spirit the Work and Miniſter of the Son. And thoughin the 


account of his Faith, which he preſented to the Emperor Theodofe- 
1, he endeavours to ſmooth over his Opinions, and to conceal them 
under odd exprefions (confeffing that the Son is only like the Father 


afrer an extraordinary manner of fimilitude, and in a:proper and pecu- «. 10. p. 265. 


liar fignification, that is, as he explains himſelf, as he is the I 
I Sea 
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Seal of his Fathers Power and Operation , the Seal of all his Words 
and Councils) yet does hetherein expreſly aſſert, that he is & axkgy 
C ava not uncreated, nor without beginning, but that he is the 
Beginning of the wayes and works of God ; that he received Glory 
from the Father, but did not partake or ſhare with him in his Eſſence, 
Kingdom and Glory, and that the Father alone is God over all. Be. 
ſides-all this he is charg'dT with aſſerting, that Jeſeph did in a con- 
jugal way correſpond with the Bleſſed _ after her being deliver. 

'of our Saviour; which indeed was the peculiar Tenet of the 

Antidicomarianite inthe Eaſtern, as it was of the Helvidians in the 
Weſtern Church. He is further faid by the Greek Canonifts to haye 
denyed that there was really any ſuch place as Hell, or the Torments 
of the damned ; and: affirm'd, that theſe were only Fables invented 
to fright the World. But this I muſt confeſs is not charg'd upon 
him by any Author of his own time. In oppoſition to other Sets 
that diſſented from him, he baptiz'd thole whom he Proſelyted to 
his Party in a way by himſelf, uſing only oy Immerſion (becauſe 
he ſaid, he baptiz'd into Chriſt's death, which he underweat for us, 
not twice or thrice, but once only) and turning the Heads of the Per- 
ſons to the bottom of the Water, with their Heels mounted up into the 
Air. Whether he borrow'd any of his Principles from Eudoxius, who 
was ſucceſſively Biſhop of Germanicia, Antioch, and Conſtantinople, and 
by whom he had been preferr'd to the See of Cy2/cam, or whether E,- 
doxius learnt them of him, is uncertain, *tis evident, that in the main 
they held the ſame Opinions, and therefore the Council here condemas 
them as the ſame ſort of Hereticks, under the Title of Euzomans, or 
Eudoxians, and indeed lookt upon them as ſuch deep-died Hereticks, as 
wholly to have forfeited the name of Chriſtians : And therefore where- 
as in their laſt Canon, they allow other Hereticks to come over to 
the Catholick Party upon their bare Subſcription, and Renuntiation of 
all kind of Hereſie, and Confirmation by Unttion ; the Exnanian; with 
ſome few others are to betreated as Pagans, and not to be admitted 
to Baptiſm, but by the ſame Methods and Degrees, that Catechumens 
were, who firſt came oyer from Gent:li/m to Chriſtianity. 

V. THE fifth rank of Hereticks are the Apoliizariſfs, they were 
the Followers of Apollinaris, ſometimes Biſhop of Laodicea. A man 
(as we obſerv'd before) of incomparable Parts and Learning, bur 
raſh and opinionative, and who by being unduly excommunicated, 
was firſt tempted to ſtart afide from the Catholick Faith. His 
Maſter Error * was, that our Lord afſum'd a Body without . an hu- 
mane Soul, his Divinity immediately ſupplying the room of that ; 
which he afterwards mollified , by granting that he had a Soul, 
but without any mind or underſtanding. But what were his Opt- 
nions, none can tell us better than Naziazzen, who in an Oration, 
r or rather Letter to Nefarius his Succeſſor in the See of Conſtanti- 
ople, out of a Book of Apollizars, gives him this account. That he 
affirm'd, that the Fleſh which the Son of God took upon him to car- 
Ty through the Work of our Reſtauration, was not aſcititious, but 
what he had from the Beginning, which he thought warranted from 
that of our Saviour, No man hath aſcended up to Heaven, but he that 
came down from Heaven, even the Son of Man, which is in Heaven : 


Whence he inferr'd, that he was the Son of man before his _—_ 
own 
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down from Heaven, and that when he came, he brought his Fleſh a- 

long with him, which he had in Heaven, eſſentially united to him 

before all time : That in this ſence he was the ſecond man that is from 

Heaven, and that in that Capacity * yy we, he had no mind, bur 

that his Deity ſupplyed the place of his underttanding; that in his Hu- 

manity he had both Soul and Body, but thar the mind was ſuppli- 

ed. by the Divinity of the Word : that beyond all this he maintain'd, + 

that God the only begotten Son,who is Lord of Life,and the deſtroyer. 

of Death, was himſelf mortal, and truly ſuffered in his Godhead, and 

that during his three days continuance in the ſtate of the dead, 

his Divinity died alſo with his Body, and was by the Father reftor'd 

to life again. Theſe were ſome of his monſtrous and extravagant 

Opinions, which our learned Biſhop does at large confute, with alli 

his Arguments and ObjeQions, in his two Epiſtles * to Cledowjus, [7 12-737: 
written about this very time, while he was yer Biſhop of Conftanti- ® 7 
nople, There remains now but one ſort of Hereticks cenſur'd by the « $9.1. ;. 
Council, viz. that of the Macedonians, whom the Canon calls Pxey- © 8 Sox 1. 7. 
matimachi, or oppoſers of the holy Spirit. Now becauſe the Synod 5,74 ww. 
was principally conven'd with reſpe& to theſe (as is affirm'd on all ib. deSynoe. 


hands * ) I ſhall a. little more particularly enquire into the Riſe and 7* <0" 7:2: 
Original of this Sed. - er ng 


VI. WHEN the 4r/a» Notions began firſt to prevail in the World, #* conc. © F. 

they were chiefly levell'd againſt the Divinity of the Son of God, he 

being the only Perſon that was ſtruck at. And therefore in the /V;- 

cexe Creed, though all imaginable care was taken to ſecure the Ar- 

ticle of his Deity, by ſtating it in ſuch Terms, as might countermine 

all the Subtleties an Sophiſſical Evaſions of its Adverſaries, yet is no 

more faid in it concerning the Spirit, than we believe in the Holy 

Ghoſt ; no doubt * being as yet ſtarted concerning that matter, But « j;4 63;, 
afterwards when the 4rian Party began to ſubdivide, and break into Her. 1.xa17. 
different Tribes, and one Error like Ercles in the Water begat ano- * 3*4 #1: 
ther, every bold Fellow ſet up to be the Head of a Party, and ftart- j,g, 
ed ſome new Notion, as the diſtinQtive CharaCter of his little Sect. 

And having wiredrawn the Article concerning the Son of God into in- 

finite Controverſies and Diſputes, they fell next upon that of the Ho- 

ly Ghoſt, whoſe Divinity was firſt queſtion'd, then denyed, at laſt 

he was quite baniſh'd out of the Trinity, and peremptorily affirm'd 

to be no other than a Creature. The firſt that openly broach'd and 

aſſerted this Opinion was Macedonius : He had been Deacon * under » 5,.,. 1. «. 
Alexander the Reverend _y of Byzantium (ſoon after calPd Copr- <6. p. 83 
ftantinople ) who upon his death-bed nominated two Comperitors for | 

the place ; Paul, young, but wiſe and prudent, and Macedoniws, aged, 

but crafty, and of an affeted Gravity. Paul, was choſen, andun- 

der him Macedonius commenc'd Presbyter ; who took in with the 

Arians, Upon Paul's baniſhment, Euſebius of Nicomedia was tran- 

lated thither, upon whoſe © deceaſe Pau! was fetchd back, while the ,,;. . 
Arians ordained Macedowius for their Biſhop, which was manag*d with ,. 8g. © © 
lo much fury and diſorder, that Hermogezes Commander of the Ar- 

my was among others ſlain in the Tumult, whereupon Paul was a- 
gain bani{h'd, and the Emperor refus'd to Conhirm Macedonins, who 
yet not long after ſent 4 Philip the Pretorian Prefect to remove Paul * 16.c.15.9.94, 
(who was it ſeems return'd to his See) and to.inveſt Macedonins inthe 
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Epiſcopal Throne : Which he did accordingly, but with a very un. 
happy Accident. Tor the Souldiers meeting with an extreme Croug, 
in a place where there was no room left to make way, and taking 
it for a premeditated refiſtance and oppoſition, fell violently upon the 
People, MMM C L whereof wete killd, either ſlain out-right by the 
Souldiers, - or trampled to death with the Crowd. About the time 
of the Sardican Council Paul was reſtord © (the neceſſity of Crnpy. 
tics's Aﬀairs then requiring it) and Macedon forc'd to keep his Par. 
ty together in an obſcure private Church. Burt this held not leng, 
for Paulbeing diſpatch'd out of the way, tranſported to, and ftran- 
gled at Cucuſus in Armenia, AMacedonins preſently I apt into the C hair, 
t and being now rid of his Competitor, -{hew'd himlſelt what he was, 
proſecuting all that diſſented from him with the moſt incredible cry. 
elty, inſtances whereof are too many, and too tragical to be here re- 
lated. This courſe he held till the latter end of the Reign of Con/ten- 
tizzs, when in the Synod at Conſtantinople, immediately tollowinz that 
of Seleucia, he was by the prevalency of Acacins and his Party at 
Court (beſides that the Emperor hated him for his Cruelties, and 
ſome other Miſdemeanours) depos'd, * and Endoxixs tranſlated from 
Antioch to that See. Enraged with this Aﬀront, he began more 0- 
penly to declare his Sentiments than he had done before. He had 
hitherto * gone along with the deepeſt of the 4r/az Fattion, who held 
the Diſ/imilitude Opinion, theſe he now deſerted, and closd with the 
moſt moderate Party, who aflerted the c,givoroy,or that the Son was 
in all things of a /zke Subſtazce with the Father. As for the Holy 
Ghoſt, he plainly denyed it to have the ſame Honour and Priviledge, 
affirming it to be- but a Servant and Miniſter, only a little more ex- 
alted than the Angelical Order. In defending and propagating theſe 
Principles, his chief Agents and Aſſiſtants were Er/tathius Bijhop of 
Schbaſtea (who publickly cryed out, that for his part he would not 
call the Holy Ghoſt either a God, or a Creature) Eleuſins of Cyzicum, 
and Marathonius, who of a Treaſurer to the Army (where he had 
ſufficiently enrichd himſelf } had been made by him Presbyter of 
Conſtantinople, and afterwards Biſhop of Nicomedia, a man fo privy 
to all his inward Councils, that he was faid by ſome to have been 
the firſt Contriver of his Opinions touching the Holy Ghoſt. By 
the helpof theſe and ſome others, he held ſeveral Synods i of is 
Party under the Reign of Julian, wherein he endeavour'd to draw 
his Followers into a more cloſe and diſtin Bedy, ſeparate from all 
the other Clanns of the Aran Tribe ; particularly they Anathema- 
tiz'd the Acacians, rejeting the Confeſſicn of 4riminum, and ratify- 
ing that which had been agreed upcn in the Syrcd of Sc/excis. And 
when ask'd why, if they difered in Opinion from the Acacians, they 
had hitherto communicated with them ? Sophronins Biſhop of Pom- 
peiopolis in Paph'agonia, anſwered in the name of the reſt, that a- 
mong the ſeveral Difſenting Parties in Chriſtendome, they. of the 
Weſt were over-run with the Conſutftantial Error ; inthe Foft Actins 
had corrupted the Faith, by intreducing the 4 mean Dofrine, of 
the Sons being of an unlike Nature with the Tather. Foth Opini- 
ons were erronecus and impious 3 the ore raſhly confounded the di- 
ſtir& Perſons of Father and Son ; the other ſeparated their nature 
quite from each other. Theſe were wide extremes, . and A” 
they 
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they judgd it moſt agreeable both to Truth and Piety, to take the 
middle way between both, and to aſſert the Son to be like the Fa- 
ther 9a9' 27601, In Perſon, And that therefore it was no wonder, if 
they had communicated with the Acaciays, who had ſometimes held 
the ame thing. Some years after viz. Ann. CCCLXV. they pro- 
curd leave from the Emperor Yalers, to hold a Synod « at Lawpſa- * Socr. 1. 4. 
um in the Helleſpont, where they again condemn'd the Ariminum © 2 443 $7 
Confeſſion, and confirm'd that of Antioch and Seleucis, and reftored ©?" ©* 
thoſe Biſhops to their Sees, who had been deposd by them of the 
Difimilitude FaRtion. Emdoxius Biſhop of Conſtantinople was ſuffi- 
ciently nettled at theſe Proecedings, and complain'd of them to the 
Emperor : But he being intangled at that time with the Rebellion 
and Uſurpation of Pro:opius, was not at leiſure to aſſiſt him; till ſhort- 
ly after having ſuppreſsd that dangerous Rebellion, he ſent for Ele- 
Biſhop of Cyzicum, who had been the Prime DiQator of the Ma- 
cedonian Party in the Council of Lampſacum, to come to him to Ni- 
comedia, where he had aſſembled a Synod of Aria» Biſhops, and where 
he threatned and forc'd him to ſubſcribe to their Creed. But at 
his return home, he _ retracted his Subſcription, Proteſting 
he did it for fear, and under force, however adviſing the People to 
procure another Biſhop to be plac'd over them, he himſelf having 
though m— Compulſion, denyed the Fairh. The Citizens hear 
his requeſt, but lovd the man too well to part with him upon any 
terms. But what they would not, Eudoxins of Conſtantinople did for 
him, who having obtain'd a Warrant from the Emperor. came to 
Cyzicum, depoſed and baniſh'd E/euſivs, and promoted Eunomins, Ae- 
tius's Scribe and Scholar, into his room ; who, yet did not long enjo 
that Place, For the People being exaſperated by him, mutinied, 
and drave him out of the City, who thereupon fled to Con/tantine- 
ple, and lived with his dear Friend Edoxius. But I digreſs too far, 
Macedonins after his _ depos'd, ſettled himſelf in a place over 
againſt Conſtantinople call'd Pyle; the time" of his death is not 
known : Sozomen | places it under Corſtantins, but Nicephores ® ſays 1 y,,. +5. 
he liv'd a long time after his Depoſition, which indeed was not made py. 584. 
till within leſs than two years before Conſtantins's death, Eudoxins j {9 © 46+ 
his Succeffor entring upon that See, Ann. CCCLX. ra 
VII. AFTER his death his Followers ſuffered not his Opinions 
to die. In the Article of Chriſts Divinity they held a middle » courſe * zpipb.Hereſ: 
between the Catholicks, and high-flown Arians. (Though Nazian- y mnongee" > ai 
ze» * and ſome others ſay, that they were ſound in the Doarine Thind? 1.2.6.4. 
concerning the Son of God, which yer I muſt confeſs I ſee noEvi. 1-73 _ . 
dence to affirm) in the Catholick Doctrine they rejefted the word ”————_ ; 
0940407, Or Conſubſtantial as unſcriptural, and Anathematiz'd the 4- 
nomeens or Exnomiant, who aſſerted him to be unlike the Father, 
joyning herein with the Semtiarians, in maintaining the Son to be 
opgrs 0: of a like Subſtance with his Father ; and accordingly in the 
Canon of our preſent Council are ſtyP'd Preumatomachi, or Se- 
wiarians; as Semiarians they allowed not Chriſt to be Conſubſtantial, 
as Prexmatomachi they denyed the Deity of the Holy Ghoſt. Their | 
Se increas'd » greatly, not only at Conſtantinople, but in Thrace, "—__—_ 
Helleſpont, Bithynia, and the Neighbouring Provinces : And indeed oats 
the men were Maſters at the art of Infinuation ; their behaviour was 
Si 2 grave 
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* Vit. Nr, grave and mortifed, their Life 4 ſevere. and Monaſtical, their Addrek; 
#6.p.711- {mooth and plauſible, and accommadate tothe humour of the Per. 
ſons that rhey had to deal with, and when at any time pur to a pinch, 

714. Socr. * by ſhifting and jugling, and profeſſing themſelves Catholicks,the 
.7--3-9-34% knew how ro ſecure their Repuration and their Intereſt. By theſe 
ways they ſuccesfully propagated their Opinions, and were become ſg 

 $9r.1.4.c.8. Conſiderable in thoſe parts, that 7 heodoſeus © for this and ſome other 
p. 254-S744.7- reaſons, thought fit to convene a General Council, to which he ſum. 
& 7-+- 711  mon'd the Biſhops of that Party, hoping to reconcile them tothe Cz. 
tholick Church, from the DoCtrine whereof they ſeemd not muchto 

differ. And there was the more reaſon to think 1o, becauſe they had 

more than once and again ſubſcrib'd the Niceze Creed ; fo they did 

e Secr. 1. 3+ at Anti:h *, fo at Rome », andin ſeveral Synods of the Weſt, and b 
c25- ?- 223: that means procurd the Letters Teſtimonial of Pope Liber:us, and fe. 
— 26-OD veral of the Weſtern Prelates, and were thereupon receiv'd by the 
Catholick Party, though upon every occalion they return'd to their 

old Principles ; as was evident, in that when Gratiaz the Emperor 

* Sore : 5- publiſh'd a Law ” to licence all Setts to aQt according to their own 
© + þ "way, though for ſome years before they had freely communicated 
with the Catholicks, rhey then flew off, and Synodically alſembling 

at Aztioch, decreed againſt the Conſubſtantia! DoCtrine, and that nore 

{ſhould hold Communion with the Profeſſors of the Nicer: Faith, 
Thirty fix of their Biſhops came to the Council, the Heads whereof 

were Eleuſius Biſhop of Cyzicum, and Marcianus of Lampſacum. The 

good Emperor and the Fathers of the Synod took infinite pains with 

them to bring them over, putting them in mind of their Promiſes 

and Proteſtations made to Liberins, and others in their Weſtern Em- 

baſſy, and that they had of late voluntarily communicated with the 
Catholicks, and that *rwas indecent and imprudent, that rhey who 

had once embrac'd the Faith, ſhould now endeavour to ſubvert it. 

But the men were obſtinate, not to. be wrought upon, . either by Ar- 

guments or Intreaties, and plainly rold rhem, that whatever they 

might have heretofore ſaid to the contrary, they were reſolv'd ne- 

ver to ſubſcribe the Conſubſtantial Faith, With which anſwer they 
left the Synod, and went out of Town, and wrote to their Party in , 

all places, that they ſhould not agree to the Nicene Creed. For which” 
Contumacy they were together with others condemned by the Coun- 

cil, and with theſe Anathematiſms they ended their Determinations 

about matters of Faith. I obſerve no more concerning this part of 

- c. 76.1:4 x6, the Council, than that no ſooner was the Synod broken up, but the 
zit. V.i.& good Emperor T beodoſius by a Law * bearing date the firſt of Aupuft, 
ratified what they had decried againſt theſe Hereticks, commanding 

that the A4rians, Ennomians, and Aetiansſhould have no. leave to build 

Churches in any place, and that if they did, ſuch ground ſhould be 
immediately confiſcated, as alſo all places where they held their Con- 

| adi. 4 VEnticles, or where their Miniſters ſhould be entertain'd. Nay to 
or4e.ce.9.64. Expoſe them yet further, he caus'd the Images ? of Arins, Sabellins, 
D.monfir.chres Macedonius, and Exnomins, to be cut in Marble, and plac'd nearthe 
= M —x ground in the publick Forum, not far from the Chamber of the Se- 
nate (the very place where Arius made his ſhameful and miſerable 
end) that ſo all that paſs'd by might ſpit, or throw dirt upon them, 
or treat them with the moſt ignominious expreſſions of {corn andde- 
 teſtation, 
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teſtation, and theſe Images my Author aſſures us were ſtill ſtanding 
in his time. 

VIII. T HEthird thing that fell under the Conſideration of the 
Synod, was the providing ſome Rules relating to the external Polity 
and Diſcipline of the Church. A thing uſual in all great Synods. And 
of the ſeven Canons that the Council paſs'd, four of them are of this 
nature, whereof two moſt *confiderable, the Secoxd and Third. By 
the Second they fix and ſtate the bounds and limits of the greater Ea- 
ftern Churches according to the Conſtitution of the then Roman Em- 
pire. There were under the Government of the Pretorian Prefect 
of the Eaſt five Dioceſes *, the Eaſt eſpecially fo called, /AEgypr, Aſia- 
na, Pontica, and Thrace, each of which contain'd ſeveral Provinces 
- under it, the Eaſt fifteen, Agypr fix, Aſians ten, Pontica eleven, and 
Thrace fix. According to ths form the Fathers ſetled the Juriſdition 
of the Churches in the Eaſter» Empire, that the Biſhop of Alexar- 
dria ſhould govern £2 ypt, that is, ali the Churches within the Poli- 
tical Dioceſs of #2ypt ; the Biſhops of the Eft thoſe of the Eaſtern 
Dioceſs, reſerving all the Privileges granted to the See of Antioch by 
the Nicene Canon,they of Aſizne within Aſiaza,of Pontica within Pon- 
tice, of Thrace within that Dioceſs ; that is, that the Primats, or the 
Biſhops of the chief Metropolis within theſe ſeveral Dioceſes, with 
the aſſiſtance of the Biſhops that were under them, ſhould manage 
and dire&t all common aftairs within thoſe bounds, and which could 
not be conveniently manag'd by the Biſhops of every ſingle Province. 
Socrates ® ſpeaking of this Canon, fays, that having divided the Pro- 
vinces, they conſtituted Patriarchs, Whether by theſe he meant Pa- 
triarchs properly ſo called, and whether they ow'd their original to 
the Conſtitution of this Council, is not eaſily determinable ; *cis af- 
firmed by ſome , and denied by others. It ſeems to be ſome preju- 
dice to the affirmative, that the Canon it ſelf gives not the leaſt hint 
of any ſuch matter. Perhaps * Yaleſizs his conjecture is not impro- 
bable, that by Patriarchs Socrates means ſome perſons peculiarly de- 
puted, if not by the Synod, at leaft by the Emperor, to exercile for 
the preſent an extraordinary Ecclefiaſtick power within thoſe ſeve- 
ral Dioceſes, for the ſetling of Aﬀairs of late much diſturb'd and out 
of order. Thus beſides Netarius of Conſtantinople, who had Thrace, 
and Timothews of Alexandria, who had Egypt, the Patriarchate of 
the Poztican Dioceſs (lays Socrates) was committed to Helladins Bi- 
ſhop of Czſarea, Baſil's Succeſſor, Gregory Nyſſen, and Otreins of Me- 
ktins in Armenia ; that of Aſfizna to Amphilochins of Tconium, and Op- 
, timus of Antioch in Piſidia; that of the Eaſtern Dioceſls to Pelatyus 
of Laodicea, and to Diodorus of Tarſus : where we may obſerve, that 
he of Aztioch, though the firſt Biſhop of that Diocels, is not men- 
tiond, probably becauſe Meletius Biſhop of that See was newly dead, 
and though Fl/avian was immediately thruſt up into his Room, yer 
his ele&tion was hotly diſputed and conteſted; upon which account 
tis like the Emperor forbore to nominate him in the Conſtitution 
which he publilh'd ahout this matter. However, that the See might 


not ſuffer any prejudice, both the Emperor and the Canon make 
particular proviſion, that the Rights and Priviledges granted to the 
Church of Aztio:h by the Canons of the Council of Nice, ſhould be 
reſerved intire. 


And I am the more inclin'd to thiak this to have been 
Socrates 
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Socrates his meaning, becauſe S9zomen 4 who wrdte after him, re. 
lates it thus, that the Perſons mention'd were appointed as Standards 
of the Catholick Communion within thoſe feveral Diſtrifts, þ 
whom as by proper Judges, Perſons profeffing the Catholick Coy. 
ſubſtantial DoArine were to be tryed, and thereupon be admitted t9 
their Churches. This will be beyond all Diſpute ; if we conſider 
that upon the paſſing this Canon, and the riſing of the Council 
T heodofeas put out an Imperial Edit, © commanding the Churches in 
theſe ſeveral Dioceſes to be delivered to as many as confeſt the true 
Faith ofthe holyTrinity,and held Communion with the Perſons above. 
mentioned. The truth 1s, this matter has been not a little obſcur'd by 
Secrates and Sozomen, who *tis plain, have confounded the Canon and 
the Law of Theodofius, and patch'd up one out of both, when as * 
they were widely different. The Canon is General, and ſtates the 
conſtant bounds of thoſe Eaſtern JurisdiQtions, that each of thoſe five 
diviſions ſhould be of equal extent with the Civil Diocefs, and ther 
the Biſhops of one Diocels, ſhould not ordinarily intermeddle in ano- 
ther. The Edi& which was grounded upon, and publiſh'd immedi- 
ately after the Canon, was particular, and only temporary, nomina- 
ting what Perſons within thoſe five Dioceſes ſhould manage and 
tranſa& Church-affairs, for the preſent greatly out of order, _ judge 
who were fit after ſo many diſturbances and irregularities as had late- 
ly over-run the Church to be admitted to Communion. This being 
one, that Edit was of no more force ; and is therefore omitted in 
the Code of Juſtinian, the Power it conveyd being perſonal, and ac. 
cordingly long ſince expir'd. In ſhort, whatever becomes of the 
Patriarchal Controverſie, whereof more perhaps in another place, the 
meaning of the Canon is evidently this, 'that thoſe five Dioceſes 
ſhould be the ordinary diviſion of the Exfter» Churches, and that 
the Biſhops of one Dioceſs ſhould not interfere with, nor ordain, or 
exerciſe any a& of Authority and Juriſdiftion in another, and that 
this being obſerv'd, the Aﬀairs of every Province ſhould be decided 
by the Synod of that Province, according to the Niceme Conſtitutions. 
And *twas but time to provide for this, there having been of late 
ſome uncanonical proceedings ; thus Petey of Alexandria took upon 
him by the three Biſhops he ſent to ordain Maximus of Conſtantinople, 
as Meletins of Antioch and ſome others to tranſlate Nazianzen to the 
ſame See. 
IX. T HE other Canon concerns the Dignity and Precedence of the 
See of Conſtantinople, which for the Honour of the Imperial Court, 
they advance above all others but Rome. The Canon is drawn upin 


theſe words. 
Let the Biſhop of Conſtantinople have 


tinople is zew Rome. 


T HIS Canon laid the firſt ftep of that Aſcent, whereby the Bi- 
ſhop of Conſtantinople rhounted up to rival Rome, giving him the next 
place of Honour ; which the Council of Chalcedoy ® afterwards enlarg'd 
into an equality, eſtabliſhing him -w 77« aproP5a equal Priviledges 
with the See of Rome, nay, gave him Power as wellas — ub- 
Jecting 
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jeting to his See the three great Dioceſes of Pontic:, Aſians, and 
ſhrace, together with the. Bilhops that were in the barbarous Coun- 
tries, that 15 (lay the Sch2/;aſts upon that Canon) the Alan; and the 
Rs/i, the one belonging to Pontica, the other to Thrace. Nay 
ſome * have ſo far ſtrerch'd the meaning of our preſent Canon, as to 
tell us, that the. Prepoſition j@T' (After,) implies not any inferior de- 
gree of Priviledge to Rowe, but only a Poſteriority in point of time, 
which muſt be confels'd to favour of a critical Nicety. Though it 
cannot be denyed, but that the Fathers at Chalcedon ſo underſtood it, 
that by vertue of this Canon, the ſame Honours and Priviledges 
were conferr'd upon the Biſhops of xew, as had been upon them of 
o/4 Romy, and as ſuch they ratified it with their Sanftion. And as 
in the firſt Ages of Chriſtiahity, ſcarce oP thing more advanc'd the 
Grandeur and Reputation of the Church of Rome, than its being the 
Seat of the Empire,. which Priviledges being granted by the Fathers 
upon that account (as _y of Chalcedon expreſly affirm) ſo they con- 
ceiv'd it but reaſonable, that Conſtantinople being now made the Seat 
of the Imperial Throne, the Church there ſhould bear ſome propor- 
tion to the dignity of the Civil State, and the Biſhops enjoy as much 
Priviledge as they did at Rome. And indeed the beſt way to let in 
light, both upon this and the preceding Canon, and to find what 
Priviledges were granted to the See of Conſtantinople by this Canon, 
as alſo*by that of Chalcedon and ſome following Councils, were to 
enquire what Precedence and Power the Roman Biſhops anciently 
had, and what they uſurp'd. To which purpoſe I had once thought 
to have ventur'd the Readers patience upon a digreſſion concerning 
the ancient Power and Jurisdiction of the Biſhop of Rome, and the 
gradual encroachments of that See over other Biſhops, eſpecially them 
of Conſtantinople. Bur becauſe this would be too great an interrup- 
tion in the Courſe of the Story, I have choſe rather to refer it to a 
_ by it ſelf, where the Reader may peruſe, or paſs it by at 
pleaſure. 
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Particular Tranſaftions of the (Council relating to Nazianzeq, 
Flu refienation and departure. 


Diſſentions ariſing in the Synod about the See of Antioch. Nazianzen'; 
propoſal in favour of Paulinus il/ reſented, , 4nd Combinations mage 
againſt him. His free diſcourſe to them upon that occaſion. The Peg. 
ple troubled at the bare report of his readineſs to reſign. The Conifede- 
racy againſt him encreas'd by the arrival of the Agyptian Biſhops. 
Their Oppoſition to him, whence. His admirable Oration to them con- 
cerning Peace. His Addreſs to the Emperor for leave to reſign his See, 
This wery difficultly obtaind. His eloquent Oration to the Synod at his 
taking leave, Some paſſages of that Oration laid before the Reader, 
The time of his departure, and univerſal ſorrow for it. Ne&tarius 
eletted to be his Succeſſor. The Octaſion of his Name being propos'd «- 
mong the reſt. The Emperor pitches upon him, and perſiſts in his Re- 

ſolution. The diſſolution of the Council. 


when they fell into diſturbance and confuſion, which be. 

gan upon this occaſion. Meletius * the good Biſhop of 

Antioch died during the ſitting of the Council, whoſe Funeral (as be- 

came a Perſon of his Age and Merits) was attended with an univerſal 

confluence of the City, and on ſeveral dayes honour'd with Orations 

by the moſt eloquent Perſons in the Council. And now great Heats 

aroſe among them about chooſing a Succeſſor in his room, a ſtroag 

Party being made for F/avianus Presbyter of Antioch, for whom at , 

laſt they carried it.  Naz/anzex hoping to reconcile the Differences, 

propounded a pious and peaceable Expedient, (though his appearing 

in it, and thereby ſeeming to eſpouſe the Cauſe of the We/ter Pre- 
lates, as was that of Paulinus againſt them of the Eaff, conjurd upa 
Spirit, which all his Art and Intereſt could not lay, the oppoſite Party 
in the Synod fermenting into Heat and Paſſion, who hence took oc- 
caſion to fall upon him, till _— would fatisfie them, but the 
throwing up his place ; he propounded) that Paulinus, whom Luci- 
fer Calaritanus had ordain'd Biſhop of Antioch, might continue fo for 
the ſhort remainder of his Life, after whoſe death (which could not 
be far off) all Competitions ceaſing, they might then chooſe whom 
they pleas'd, and ſo a Period be put to the unhappy long-continued 
Schiſm of that Church. He told them further, that as to himſelf,he 
had unwillingly entred upon the See of Conſtantinople, and though he 
had ſpent, and that not unſucceſsfully,infinite pains and labours in that 
place, yet he expeQted no other reward but from above; that aiter 
the Importunities of the People, and their own free Votes had forc'd 
the thing upon him, it ſeemed ſtrange that any of them ſhould go 
about to undoe their own Aft, and endeavor to ſupplant and under- 


L H THERTO things had gone on ſmoothly in the Coutcil 


| mine him ; not that he cared for Riches or Honor, or prided himſelf 
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in the Title of Biſhop of the imperial City, but that he had a tender 
regard to the neceſſities of the People, and that it muſt needs caſt 
an [mputation either of envy or levity upon themſelves to run coun- 
ter to their own late Determinations. However .it they had a mind 
to take that courſe, he was ready freely to reſign his Biſhoprick ; 
they might conſult and reſolve upon what they pleas'd, ſolitude had 
never been unwelcome to him, and *"twas his comfort, that though 
they yy ſeparate him from his See, they could never part between 
him and God. Having ended his Speech, he perceiv'd the FaQtion to 
grow ſtrong againſt him, and the Ancients ready. to ſide with the 
younger and more heady part of the Council ; fo he. left them, and 
retir'd to a remote part of the City, purpoſely to avoid the noiſe and 
croud. But no ſooner what had paſs'd was rumour'd abroad, but a 
croud of People throng'd about him, and paſſionately beſought him 
to pity the miſerable Flock, which with ſo much care and pains he 
had hither fed and govern'd. What, would he now throw up the 
Crop which he had ſown, and had brought from fo ſmall a handful, 
to ſo much 'maturity and plenty ? To whom would he leave his Sheep? 
He had hitherto ſpent his ſtrength amongſt them, let him give God 
and them the remainder of his Life, and lay his bones amongſt them. 
He could not but be greatly affected with their Prayers and Tears, yet 
ſuffered not himſelt to be mov's from his Reſolution, which he 
every day found more reaſon to put into Execution. 

IL. FOR about this time arriv'd 7 ;»zotheus Biſhop of Alexandria, 
with his Prelates and others out of Macedonia, who mindful of the 
old Quarrel, and meeting with this happy opportunity, remonſtrated 
againſt Nazianzen's being elected to that See, not out of any diſlike 
to him (as they privately told him) but oppoſition to the reſt who 
had ſetled him in it without their conſent, and to cover their ſpite 
with ſome ſpecious pretext, charg'd them with an irregular procedure 
in that Aﬀair, eſpecially in allowing Tranſlations from one See to 
another, condemn*d by the Canons of the Church. FaQtions thus 
increaſing, he endeavors, if poſſible, to compoſe them by an Orarion * 
concerning Peace, which he purpoſely preach'd upon this occalion, 
wherein he layes before them with all the advantages of his Rheto- 
rick, the great bleſings and benefits of Peace, the infinite miſchiefs 
of Diviſions and Animoſities amongit Chriſtians, how contrary they 
are to the Principles of our Faith, and how diſhonourable to God 
and to Religion, and what advantages they give to the Enemies of 
our Faith, * What a diſgrace is it (faid he) and how unbecoming 
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*ſuch ſage and reverend Prelates, that you who preſs others to 7-29: 6r.Pres- 


© Peace, ſhould fiercely contend with mutual Animoſities ; no mat- 
* ter what becomes of me, fo this great Aſſembly may but be united. 
* Let this be your prime care and buſineſs; 'I am content to ſacrifice 
* my Reputation, and to be accounted rude, blunt, or ignorant, ſo 
** you may agree. Nay, though I have been far enough from raiſing 
* the Storm, yet if it may fave the Ship, I am not better than the 
" Prophet Jonah ; throw me into the Sea, and let theſe Storms and 
* Tetmpeſts ceaſe, I can be willing to be condemn'd to an Hoſpital, 
” or to ſuffer any thing you ſhall think fit to inflict, if by that means 
"I may hut give being to y/our Concord. I do not defire any Laws 
-* ſhould be violated for my fake; I —_ give a Law to my ſelf, not 
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* to account any thing hard or uneaſie. I unwillingly accepted-this 
* Throne, and I now willingly quit it. The crazinels of my body 
* minds me of it. Death is a Debt which I owe, and it muſt once 
© be paid, and *tis in God's hand when he pleaſe to call for it. Adiey 
& dear Brethren, and preſerve a juſt memory of my pains and labors, 
And becauſe where other artifices of malice faiPd, ſome of them hag 
given out, that *rwas not the patronage and defence of Truth, but 
pride and an ambitious AﬀeCtation of that honorable See had brought 
him thither ; he vindicated himſelf in a particular Oration ©, where. 
in he appeald to the People, whether he had not with all carneſtneſ 
and obſtinacy declin'd the place, till he had been with a violent and 
irreſiſtable tmportunity ſeated upon that Throne, which he knew nor 
uT Tvearngy Myr am apprexmrgy , Whether to ſtyle a Tyranni- 
cal, or an Archiepiſcopal Dignity ; that had he been guilty of ſo much 
vanity and folly, eſpecially in his Circumſtances, an infirm old man 
broken with Age and Sickneſs, he ſhould bluſh to look up to Heaven, 
or to ſhew his face in that ſacred Aﬀſembly, and his former pains and 
labors, his courſe habit, and empty Table, not much better fur. 
niſh'd than that of the Fowls of Heaven ; his accuſtomed retirements 
and private Life would riſe up againſt him : but there could be little 
reaſon to charge him with invading anothers See, who had rejeQed 
one of his own. But alas where paſſion and anger, malice and in- 
tereſt govern, it makes men deaf to the faireſt reaſonings. Thele 
courſes therefore not ſucceeding, he reſolv'd to be no longer a bone of 
Contention, and to that end went ſtraight to Court, where upon 
his knees kiſſing the Emperor's hand, he told him; © I am come, 
« Sir, to beg a requeſt of you, not Riches or Treaſure for my ſelf, or 
© coſtly Ornaments for the Church, or Honors or Offices for my Re- 
© lations; theſe are little things fit for narrow and contratted minds, 
© they are greater Matters I deſign for my ſelf ; this only I beg, that 
*© I may have leave to be gone, and togive way to the envious and ill. 
« minded ; if I like Biſhopricks any where, *tis a great way off; here 
<« diſguſt my very Friends,only becauſe Ivalue nothing but God ; T be- 
<* ſeech you, amongſt all the Trophies and Triumphs of your Reign, 
© Jet this be the greateſt, your reducing them to Unity and Concord, 
* whom if the fear of God will not, let your Authority compel them 
© to lay down their Arms ; this 1s the laſt requeſt of him, whom your 
« Majeſty knows you plac'd againſt his will upon this Epiſcopal | 
© Throne. The Emperor and thoſe that ſtood by, admir'd the Tem- 
per of the man, and was at laſt drawn, not without ſome difficulty, 
to conſent to his Petition; whoſe leave being obtain'd, he had now 
nothing to do, but to take his farewel. To which end in the great 
Church before the CL. Fathers of the Synod, and as many of the 
People as the Church conld hold, he. made his laſt Oration ©; the 
whole is admirably worth the Reader's peruſal, but to avoid tedioul- 
neſs, I ſhall ſeleft only ſuch paſſages as are moſt material. After he | 
had acquainted them 1n what a woful caſe he found the Church at 
his firſt coming to Conſtantinople, what miſerable Devaſtations the 
late Perſecutions had every where made of the Catholick Church, 
and had given them an account what Reformation he had wrought in 
his charge, and what DoQtrine he had preach'd to them, he comes 
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« People through covetouſneſs, or as 1 ſee many do, facrificed their 
« intereſt to my own private gain ? Have we at any time diſturb'd the 
« Church ? Whoſe Oxe, .or whoſe Aſs have I taken, as the price of your 
« Souls., and have not kept my Miniſtry pure and uncorrupt? If1 
« have affected Domination, or a ſublime See, or have haunted 
&« Princes Courts, let that be my only Portion ; or if it were, I would 
« ſoon rid my hands on't : Let me have this as the reward ofallmy 
« ]abors, to be delivered from my burthen, and to enjoy my eaſe; 
« look upon my gray hairs, and have reſpe& to me as a Stranger ; 
« ſubſtitute another in my room, who may undergo trouble for you, 
« 4 man ſtrict and eloquent, and who may at once be fit to gratifie 
« you, andable to go through with the Afﬀairs of the Church, for 
&« ſuch the neceſſities of this time docall for. You ſee in what a caſe 
«Tam, my body worn out with Age, Labour, and Sickneſs, little 
© need have you of ſuch a timorous and feeble old man as I am, dying 
« dayly through care and weakneſs, and who at this time am ſcarce 
& able to ſpeak to you. Believe your Guide, whom you were never 
« wont to diſ-believe ; I am weary, while my mildneſs and modera- 
« tion is charg*d upon me for a fault ; Iam weary, while Iam forc'd 
« to encounter with rumors and envy, and not only with Enemies, 
« but Friends, who wound more deeply and ſecurely f I be- 
& ſeech you by all that's dear and ſacred, do me this kindneſs to dif: 
« miſs me with your Prayers, let that be the reward of my conflias 
« and trials; grant me a Warrant for my diſcharge, as Generals are 
& wont to do to their old worn-out Souldiers ; and let it be, if you 
* pleaſe, with an honourable Acclamation at my Exit; if not, do 
« your pleaſure,'tis a thing which I will not contend about, *tis enough 
© that God beholds and will regard my Cauſe. And-as for a Suc- 
« ceflor, God will provide himſelf a Paſtor, as once he did a Lamb 
* for a burnt-offering. I only beg this of you, that you would chooſe 
« ſuch a one, as may be the object rather of mens envy, than their 
© pity, who may not be ready baſely to congey with every one upon 
© all occaſions, but willing to venture the favour and the frowns of 


©* men in the doing of what's juſt and true. The one courſe may be. 


. *ſ{weet at preſent, but the other will turn to account another day, 
Having diſcours'd thus, he comes in the cloſe to take a par- 
ticular farewell, which he does in this elegant and pathetical Apo- 
ftrophe. 

* Farewell _— whoſe very name ſpeaks Piety, thou that 
© gaveſt a new life to the Catholick DoQtrine, when buried under 
* zgnominy and contempt ; farewell, I ſay, thou ſeat of common 
* Vitory, thou Shilo, into which we brought and fixd the Ark of 
* God, after it had wandred up and down 1n the Delart for Forty 
* years together. And thou, great and venerable Temple, the new 
** Inheritance, who oweſt the magnificence thou now enjoyelt to the 
© orthodox Faith, and whom of a Jeb» we made a Jeruſalem. And 
© all the reſt of you Churches, that approach to it in ſplendor and 
* beauty, and that like Chains compaſs about, and conne&t the ſe- 
* veral parts of the City, which we in the midſt of all our weakneſs, 
* enabled by Divine affiſtance, as contemptible as we were made, 
* were wont to fill in our circular Viſitations. Farewell Apoſtles, 
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« and ſufferings, though 1 mult confeſs I have not fo frequently cele- 
* brated your Solemnities, perhaps becauſe I carried your S. Pau 
« Satans about. with me in the body (a thing conducive to- my ad. 
« vantage) the reaſon why 1 now depart from you. Farewel m 
* Epiſcopal Chair, thou dangerous and envied Throne ; farewel thoy 
« aſſembly of Biſhops, Perſons venerable for your Age and Gravity, 
* and all the reit of you that officiate at the holy Table, and Miniſter 
®hefore God, who 1s nigh to them that draw nigh to him. Farewel 
&© the Quires of Nazarites,the harmonious Pſalmodies, noQurnal Sta- 
* tions, the modeſt Virgins, grave Matrons, the crowds of Widows 
* and Orphans, the eyes of the Poor, alwayes intent upon God and 
© us. Farewel Hoſpitals, lovers of Chriſt, and helpers of mine In- 
©* firmities. Farewel the afteQAtionate Frequenters * of my Sermons, 
* the crowds thronging to the Church, the ſwift-handed Notaries, 
&* 2nd theſe Railes ſo often preſs'd upon by my greedy Auditors, Fare- 
« well Emperors, with your Courts and Courtiers, perhaps not more 
&« faithful to the Emperor than to God. Claſp your hands, and with 
© your ſhrill voice cry out, exalt your Orator. The buſie and inſolent 
© Tongue, (as you account it) has been ſilent towards you, but ſhall 
© not be alwayes ſo, but ſhall fight againſt you with Hand and Pen, 
« though for the preſent we have held onr Peace. Farewel great 
<* City, thou lover of Chriſt and his Religion ; for Ple bear thee Re- 
* cord, that thou haſt x Z7al, but not according to knowledge : parting 
& has rendred us more mutually kind. Embrace the Truth, and at 
© length change for the better, worſhip God oftrner than you us'd 
< to do; 'tis no diſhonor to alter for the better, but to perſift in a bad 
& courle, is pernicious and deadly. Farewel Eaft and Weſt, for whom 
* and by whom we are oppos'd and troubled, witneſs he that can 
** make us quiet, if a few would but give way, and imitate my Re- 
& ſignation. A thing that may be done without any conſiderable dif: 
* —— for they loſe not God, who deſert their Thrones, but 
& ſecure to themſelves a Throne above, much more ſublime and fafe. 
© But above and beyond all other things, Tle cry, Farewel Angels, 
© the Tutelar Guardians of this Church, and both of my company and 
& departure, ſo long as my Aﬀairs are in the hands of God. Farewel 
« Trinity, my Meditation, and my Ornament ; mayſt thou be ſecur'd 
« tothem, and do thou ſecure and keep ſafe this my People (mine I 
&« call them,though we are now under another management of Aﬀairs) 
* and let me hear the news of it every day, how much thou art 1n- 
&« creas'd and advancd both by the DoQtrine and the Life of thy Pro- 
« feſlors. Little Children, keep that which I have committed to you, re- 
© member my being ſtoned. The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with 

&© 30 all, Amen, 

We may imagine what impreſſion ſo paſſionate an Oration from 
ſo dearly beloved a Prelate made upon the minds of the People ; Rich 
and Poor ®, the Honourable and Ignoble, Strangers and Citizens 
were equally affe&ed with it, and could not with patience hear of 
their Paſtors being raviſh'd from them, infomuch that he himſelf 
was forcd to perſwade them, and ply them with ſuch Conſiderations 
as were proper to ſweeten and allay their grief. Nay very many of 
the Biſhops themſelves deteſting the raſh and violent Proceedings of 


the Council, ſhak'd their Heads, and went away. The exact = 
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of his Reſignation is not tranſmitted to us. If the date of his Will 
(which we ſhall produce hereatrer) be true, ic muſt be ſome time 
after the laſt of December Ann, CCCLXXXI-. ſeeing he therein writes 
himſelf Biſhop of Cox/tantinople. But this cannot be, the Council it 
ſelf not ſitting ſo = by ſeveral Months. So that there's a neceſſity 
with Baroniws * to aflert, that inſtead of Tvr.wy, Iarvagiuy Crept in- 
to the date by the eareleſneſs of Tranſcribers, and that the Will 
was made the day before the Calends of June, that is, the laſt of ?ay, 
during the ſitting of the Council. And that it muſt be fo, we have 
this ; Ark evidence, it being plain by a Law * of Theodoſins bearing 
date July the XXX*. of this year, that Ne&arius was then Biſhop 
of Conſtantinople. Thus atter three years ſtay (Gregorius Presbyter ! 
by a prodigious error makes it twelve) Naziauzen left Conſtantinople, 
and return'd into his own Country, where he repos'd himſelf at A4r:- 
a:2um, his paternal Eſtate, where we leave him for a little time, 
while we return to Conſtantinople, and ſee what paſs'd there. 

III. THE See thus vacated by Reſignation, the next thing to be 
done, was the chooſing of a Succeſſor ; and what to the Reader will 
ſeem ſtrange and admirable, in ſo great a number of grave ve- 
nerable Prelates there aſſembled, -not one was pick'd out, but the Ele- 
ion was caſt upon a Lay-man, which happened thus ® , There 
was at Conſtantinople at that time one Netarius a Senator, a Perſon 
of a comly preſence, and of a ſober and unblainable Converſation, 
which together with his Gray-haires (never more a Crows of honor, 
than when found in the way of righteouſneſs) procur'd him an univerſal 
reverence and regard. Being about this time to go for Tar/ſ#s, the 
place of his Nativity; he came to D#odorus Biſhop of that See,»then 
one of the Council, to know what Services he would command him 
into his own Country, and whether he had any Letters to ſend thi- 
ther. Djodorus, who was juſt then taken up with the profound con- 
ſideration of a fit Perſon for that place, about which there was ſo am- 
bitious a Competition, beheld the man, ſecretly lik*d him, and re- 
ſolv'd to put in for him. Without diſcovering any thing of his pur- 
poſe, he carried him to the Biſhop of Aztioch, ro whom he propound- 
ed the matter, and beg'd his vote. The good Biſhop conſidering 
how many excellent Perſons ſtood Candidates, ſmild at the motion, 
however wiſhed Ne&arius not ſuddenly to depart the City. Upon 
the day of Eleftion when every Biſhop wrote down in a Scrole the 
names of thoſe Perſons whom he thought fit to be preſented to the 
Emperor ; the Biſhop of Aztioch ſet down his,and to gratifie his Friend, 
put down Ne&arius at the bottom;The Roll being prefented,the Empe- 
ror once and again run over the names fromtop tobortom,and after all, 
tothe amazement of the Synod, pitch*'d upon Ne&arins, a Perſon un- 
known to moſt of them, and upon enquiry found (what ſtill encreas'd 
their admiration) to be not only a Lay-man,but unbaptiz'd. Whereat 
yet theEmperor's Judgment was no whit ſhaken,though ſeveral of the 
Synod took Exceptions at it ; at laſt b rn conſent he was bap- 
tiz'd, and paſs'd through the Eccleſia ick Orders, and was conſe- 
crated to that See. Some few other things of no great mament were 
tranſaQted in the Synod, after which having addreſsd " themſelves 
tothe Emperor, that by his imperial Edict he would ratifie the As 
of the Council, and as by his Letters he had given beginning, ſo by 

£26 


i ad Ann. I 3s 


& CT, 1:5 16, 
Tit. 1. l. 3+ 


| vit.Naxs þ-32 


—_ Sozl.7. cs; 


Pe 713: 


«* Ezt. Epi9. 
Conte. Tom. t:« 


col. 945+ 


—— 
= ——_— 


326 The Life of $. GxtEGorRy Nazianze mw. 


the ſame way he would ſeal up the Concluſion of it ; and having 
pray'd to Heaven for his long Life, proſperous Reign, and future 
happineſs, they brake up, and departed into their own Countries, 


SE Ci. VIL 
His Afts from bis Reſignation to his death. 


He is invited to the re-aſſembling of the Synod at Conſtantinople ; bur 
refuſes to come, and why. His excuſe ſent to the Emperor. His re- 
fuſal to take upon him the charge of Nazianzum. The ſlanders raig'4 
upon him upon that account. Another Synod at Conſtantinople. The 
attivity of the Catholick Biſhops againſt the prevalency of the Arians, 
The bold Addreſs of Amphilochius - co the Emperor, Theodefius r;- 
rifies the Conſubſtantial Dottrine, and rejetts all forts of Heretichs, 
Nazianzen's care and ſollicitude for the peace of the Church. The im- 
ployment and __— os of his retired Life. -His frequent Infirmities, 
Hy laſt Will and Teſtament exemplified at large. This Will whenoad-, 
His Age, and the time of his death. The Deſcription of his P rſm 
and outward ſhape. His Image whether ſet up, and Perf in bis 
Church. His Divine Temper of mind. His great Piety and Lowe th 
God, contempt of the World, unbizs'd carriage, mortification and | |f- 
denial, kindneſs and charity, concernment for the Peace of the Church, 
calmneſs and Patience, and immovable Zeal for the Catholick Faith, 
His natural Parts, Great fame for Learning; accuracy in Theology, 
 Honour'd with the title of THE DIVINE. Hi way of mriting. 
The excellency and ſublimity of his ſtyle. His imitation of I{ocrates, 
Bafil, he, and Apollinaris, compar'd. His too much indulging the 
vein of Oratory, gave hint to the prattice of invocatins Saints. His 
excellent skill in Poetry. Why noze of his works epitomizd or mentiond 
by Photius. Ay account of his Writings. 


« Theod. 1. 8. 1. HE following year many of theſe Biſhops re-aſſembled - at 
ww thang Conſtantinople, at what time they receiv'd Letters from 
| the Prelates of the Weft, attended with others from the 

Emperor, deſiring them to come to a Synod then ſummon'dat Rome. 
They excus'd themſelves from the Journey for ſeveral reaſons,which 

b Ext-Ep.ivid. they repreſented by Legates with Letters * direQted to. Pope Dame 

& 9: P29 (36, S. Ambroſe, and the reſt of the Biſhops conven'd at Rome,where- 

in they alſo acquaint. them with the Sufferings and Perſecutions of 

the Eaſtern Churches, the Faith they profeſs'd, and which the year 

before they had ratified in a General Council, and what proviſion 

they had made for the greater Churches, of Conſtantinople, Antioch, 

and Jeruſalem. To add the gteater Reputation to their m_ 

* Naz,£p. Lv. they had among others caus'd Nazianzer to be ſummon'd to this le- 

p-814-vid- Ep. cond Convention at Conſtantizople, but he plainly refus'd ro come to 

og "7 * this, or indeedany other Synolicel Aſſembly ; experience (he tells 

+ >—y—_ © them) had ſufficiently taught him how little good was to be expe. 
p- 842. (3 
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ted from Synods, which _ more widen, than heal up diffe- 
rences, Where very often they claſh and quarrel, wrangle and make 
a noiſe, more like a Flock of Geeſe and 
Cranes, than an Aſſembly of wiſe and Ouds a Ts ownridaroy o3FegrCr toms Tye 

rave Prelates : at ſuch meetings Strife mov # pegrer aver waprorfpiar 
2nd Contention, Pride and Ambition are © Ae —_ ke TH tj 05240 XyUTTE T2 C90 I0; 

| uT SOV KO Egv 4 He 4 2 

wont t0 bear - 4=7yY {way , and a Naz, 4e ate"). tit. gener, Carm. X.T. 2. 0. 32. 
man that interpoſes as a Judge, ſhall | 
ſooner corrupt himſelf, than corre& and reform another. That for 
this reaſon he had retir'd within himſelf, and accounted the only 

ſafety to lye in privacy and ſolitude. Beſides, he was at this time 
Priſoner to an heavy Sickneſs 4, which preſs'd ſo hard upon him, that | __— 

- 2p. LXX VL 

he was unable to help himſelf, and expeCted every day to breathe our y. 830. 

his laſt. This he deſir'd his Friend Procopivs (to whom he wrote 

about this matter) to intimate to the Emperor, andtobeg his excuſe, 

which he doubted not would be eaſily granted, the Emperor having 

not long fince upon this very account, granted him leave to retire. 

And indeed he was better imploy'd at home. At his return he found 

the See of Naz#/anzum (till vacant*<. and by that means over-ran with 7, 0"# *) _ 
error, eſpecially the late Hereſie of Apollinaris. And though he was ** © 3” 
earneſtly intreated to take that charge upon him, yet did he obſti- 

nately refuſe it. This his Enemies took advantage of, to traduce and | 
ſcandalize him, ſome charging him with Pride * , that he ſcorn'd the 6 boon wg 
Cure of ſo meana place ; whereof he acquits himſelf by a ſolemn ap- +34. x9. 222. 
peal to Heaven, that *twas only Age and Infirmity, and the deſire of #- 999- 

a Quiet life made him decline it; others reported *, that he could not * Y4/an. 37 
have it, though he would, and that. Heladims Arch-biſhop of Cſarea 31; 118. 
had laid him aſide, and againſt his will ordain'd another to that place ; p. 813. 

the falſhood whereof he layes open 1n a letter to Gregory Nyſſex, pur- 

poſely written on that occaſion. And indeed 'twas by his recommen- 
dation and effeQual interceſſion * that care was taken in it, and that * 4: Fil 
the Biſhops of the Province met, who ordain'd his good Friend Ez/a/:. ,”* 

us to that See. And whereas *twas objeCted, that he having been 
Biſhop of Nazianzum, it was not lawful by the Canons, to create 
another during his Life ; he anſwered, that *rwas notoriouſly known, 
that though he had been made Biſhop of Saſimz, yer he had never 
pour of Nazianzum, where out of reverence to his aged Father, and 
at the mighty importunity of the People, he had ' only fojourn'd a 
—— while, and taken upon him the vicarious adminiſtration of that 

ce. 
[I IF we look back a little upon the late Tranſactions at Conſt an- 

tinople, we ſhall find, that notwithſtanding all the pains which the 

ood Emperor had been at to heal the Churches wounds, yet the 

reaches continued, and grew wider than before. However he re- 
folv'd to try once more to make them up, and to that end to convene 
another Synod i , whether the heads of the ſeveral Parties ſhould be wh apr 
ſummoned ; and adviſing with Ne&#arins about it, he gave him order —_ _ 
to prepare the moſt material Points ' then in difference, that they 7Tieod.l.g c.16- 
might be debated with all poſſible accuracy, and the Faith of the * *'* 
Church reduc'd to one common Standard by mutual conſent. And 
the better to ſweeten the humours of the ſeveral Parties, he endea- 
voured to oblige them by aCts of Grace, receiving them with —_ 

an 
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and conniving at the Exerciſes of their Religion. The Catholick 
Biſhops were greatly troubled at rhis liberty indulg'd to Hereticks, 
not knowing how far thoſe ſubtle Agents might work upon the goog 
nature of the Emperor. Whereupon Amphilochics Biſhop of 1:51; 
went to him, and in the name of the reſt requeſted, that the .{-;;y 
Conventicles might be ſuppreſs'd, and they diſmiſs'd the City. Burt 
the Addreſs being rejected, the good Bilhop to convince him of his 
error by a more ſenſible demonſtration, came a ſecond time to Court, 
and having paid thy uſual reverence to the Emperor, took little of 
no notice of the young Prince Arcadins, whom 7 heodvfivs had but a 
little before made his Colleague in the Empire. The Emperor quick- 
ly diſcern'd the ſlightingneis of his carriage, and thinking it had 
proceeded from forgetfulnels, calPd to him, and commanded him 
to pay the accuſtomed reſpetts to his Son. The Piſhop replied, the 
honor he had given him was enough. Whereat the Emperor began 
to ſtorm, and told him he lookd upon a contempt done to his Son, 
as offered to himſelf. Tox' ſee then, Sir, (replied the Biſhop) hoy 
little you can bear an affront offered to your Son, and how angry jou ave 
with them that do it ; think now with your ſelf, and be aſſur'd, that God 
the great Kjng of the World, does much more reſent and deteſt thoſe that 
blaſpheme his only begotten Son, as Perſons extreamly inzrateful t1 their 
Saviour and beſt Benefattor. The Emperor was quickly ſenſible of 
the rebuke, and needed no more Application to diſpoſe him to a com- 
pliance with the Petition of the Catholick Biſhops. However that 
things might be carried in the faireſt manner, 'the Synod met in June 
Ann. CCCLXXXIIIL But the Emperor having altered his Reſoluti- 
on, of having things canvalſs!d in a way of publick Diſputation, com- 
manded the Principals of every SeCt to preſent an account of their 
Faith in writing, which they did accordingly. Theſe being brought 
in, he took the Papers, and retiring into his Cloſet, earneſtly beg'd 
of God his aſſiſtance and direction in the ſearch of Truth. This done, 
he read over the ſeveral Confeſſions, and. only approv'd and ſer his 
Seal to that which contain'd the Cox/ub/tantial Dottrine, the reſt he 
tore in pieces, the Authors of them returning home with ſhame and 
ſorrow. All which Theodoſies a few dayes atter ratihed by two very 

& 7.11. & 12. {tri Conſtitutions * againſt all ſorts of Hereticks, eſpecially the Ex- 

C. Tv. lib. 16. yomians, Arians, Macedonians, and ſome others particularly named, 

es prohibiting them under ſevere Penalties, to meet either in publick or 
private, either in City or Country,or ſo much as to ordain any Biſhops 
of their ſeveral Parties. But theſe Laws met with a very flack and 
gentle Execution. 

III. THOUGH MNaziazzes. refus'd to be preſent at this, or in- 
deed any other Synodal Convention, yet how much he was concernd 
tor the bn ifſue and ſucceſs of it, viz. the Peace of the Church, 

| Fi. LXXI. appears from two Letters of his written upon this occaſion : one ' to 
ha Poſthumianus, the Pretorian Prefect, to whom alſo the Emperor had 
" Ep. LXXII. direQted the two Laws we mention'd ; the other to Saterninus ® , the 
—_ ſame, probably, who was Conſul this year ; aſſuring them, that 
though he had withdrawn himſelf from publick Afﬀairs, it was not, 

as ſome imagin'd, from any diſcontent for the loſs of the great place 

he had quitted, and that he could not abandon the common-intereſts 

of Religion ; that his retirement was a matter of choice more than 

neceſſity, 
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neceſſity, and was to him a moſt welcome and happy opportunity, 
wherein he took as great a pleaſure, as a man that has been toſs'd in 
a long ſtorm at Sea, does in a fate and a quiet harbour. And indeed 
being now freed from all external cares and troubles, he intirely gave 
up him{elf to ſolitude and Contemplation, and to the exerciſes of a 


ſtrict and devout life. Ar vacant hours he would refreſh the weari- 


nefſes of old Age with his Poetick Studies », which he generally 
ſpent upon Divine Subjects, and ſerious Reflections upon the former 
paſſages of his Life, *an account whereof he drew up in lambicks , 
whence we have deriv'd no inconſiderable parts of our Story. And 
thus he paſs'd the remainder of his dayes, till death overtook him, 
which he had long expetted. Indeed his frequent Infirmities (for 
though naturally of-an healthful Conſtitution, hard Study, and an 
over-rigid abſtinence had greatly impair'd his health, and ſubje&ed 
him to many ſevere Diſtempers, whereof he complains at every turn, 
eſpecially in his Epiſtles, theſe, I ſay) had kept awake in him a con- 
ſtant ſence of his Mortality, and he entertain'd every Sickneſs as a 
Meſſenger of death. He had ſome years ſince made his Will, a Copy 
whereof is ſtill extant, ſaid in the Title to have been tranſcribed from 
the Original, ſubſcrib'd with his, and the Witneſſes own hands. That 
it is genuine, there appears no juſt cauſe to doubt, the Exceptions to 
it being weak and trifling, and the thing it ſelf not much controverted 
by the moſt nice and critical Cenſors » of the Fathers Writings, which 
therefore we ſhall here inſert as a Monument of ancient Piety, and a 
Record of this good man's Humility and Charity. 


The moſt excellent Flavins Eucherius, and Fl. E. 
vagrins being Conſuls, the day before the Calends 
of January, | that is, December the laſt. | 


Gregory Biſhop of the Catholick Church of Conſtantinople, befng 
alive and conſiderate, of a ſound Judgment, and perfect under- 
ſtanding, have made this my laſt UUlill and Teſtament, which J will 
and'command to be firm and valid in al Courts and upon all occaſt- 
ons.. F02 J have now declary my mind, and have conſecrated mp 
whole Eſtate to the Catholick Church at Nazianzum, fo? the relief of 


nGr.Prish.f433 


* Avet. Crit. 
Sac. l.3. Co 22» 
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the Poo? belonging to the ſaid Church. Fo2 which purpoſe, accoz- 


ding to this determination, J have appointed thzwx Dver-ſeers fo2 the 
2, Marcellus Deacon and Bonk, Gregory the Deacon, and Eu- 
athius the Wonk, who both of them were of my Family. And ha- 
ving ſtill the ſame affection towards the holy Church of Nazianzum, 
J cotitinue in the ſame purpoſe and Reſolution. TWWhenſoever there- 
fize J ſhall happen to depart this life, let the aboveſaid Gregory Dea- 
con and Yonk, who was of my Family, and whom heretofore J ma- 
munitted, be Heir to all my Eftate movable and immovable, where- 
(oever it be (all other Heirs J renounce) npon condition, _ 
ſto2e my whole Eſtate, movable and immovable to the holy Catholi 
Church of Nazianzum, deducting nothing, but what in this my Till 
either by wap of truſt, 02 Legacy J have privately bequeathd to ſome 
few Perſons ; ——— reſervd A — 
V a 
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* asSbecomes one that has the fear of God before His eyes, ' and knows 


that J have odain'd and diſpos'd my whole Eſtate to- the vuſe of the 
Po22 of that Church, and have appointed him Heir fo2 this very end, 
that "op his means it may be kept ſafe and without fraud fo2 the Church 
aforeſaid. 

The Servants whom J have manumitted either out of my own 
NOV will, 02 accoding to the command of my Parents of blefſey me: 
mo2y, my will is, that they ſhall iff enjoy their freedom, and ali their 
own p2per Gevs without diſturbance 02 moleſtation. 

Item, J Will, that Gregory the Deacon, mp Heir, together with 
Euſtathius the Monk, both of them heretofoze of mp Family, ſhall 
poſſeſs my Yanno2 of Arianzum, which came to our Family as part 
cf Reginus's Eſtate, As fo2 the breed-Wares, and the Dheep, which 
when J was there, J commanded to be delivered to them, the fill any 
abſolute diſpoſal whereof, J committed to them ; J Till that they en: 
joy them undiſturbed by the right of Lo2dſhip and Oominfon. MYoye; 
over it is eſpecially my Till, thatGregory the Oeacon, and mp Heir, 
who has ſo faithfully miniſtred to me, ſhall by a peculiar right of Dg 
minion have fifty pieces of Gold. 

To the venerable Uirgin Ruſtana, mp Kinſwoman, J have com- 
manded a certain yearly allowance to be paid fo2 her liberal mainte: 
nance, which my will is, ſhall accowing to the Fown of ſettlement, 
be duly and without delay patd her every year. And whereas hitherto 
J could determine nothing concerning her Yabitation, not knowing 
in what place ſhe had moſtmind to ſettle; now my UUiill fs, that where 
ſoever ſhe ſhall choſe, an Pouſe be p2ovided fo2 her, ſuitable to her 
quality, and to the modeſt and honeſt Converſation of a Uirgin, which 
ſhe ſhall have to her uſe without any moleſtation during her life, but 
after her deceale it ſhall return to the Church. J Util alſo that ſhe 
have two Maidens, ſuch as ſhe ſhall chooſe, who ſhall ſtay with her 
while ſhe lives ; and whom, if they deſire it, ſhe ſhall have power to 
make free, otherwiſe they alſo ſhall belong to the Church. | 

Theophilus mp Servant, who now waits upon me, J have manu- 
mitted, and TUtll that a Legacy of five Nomiſmata be paid him. J alſo 
ſet at liberty his Bzother Eupraxius, to whom J bequeath five pieces 
of Gold. J Will likewiſe that Theodoſius my Notary and Amanu- 
enſis have his Freedom, and that a Legacy of five pieces of Gold be 
given him alſo. 

My will is, that pardon be begg'd of my dear Niece ” Alypiana ; 
(fo2 the other two, Eugenia and Nonna, their Converſation is ſuch, 
as not to challenge any great regard from me) that J could leave her 


nothing, having already. ſettled all upon the Þ2, o2 rather herein 


perfozm'd the TUill of my bleſſed Parents, who ſo deſigned it, to de- 
feat whoſe intentions were neither juſt no2 ſafe. TUhatever remains 


of my Brother Czſarius's Wardrobe, either Silk, Linnen, 02 Wo 
len, o2 Hozſe-trappings and Omaments, J will that they be beſtowed 
 upon-mp ſaid Nieces Childzen, and that neither ſhe, no2 her Siſters, 


Do Upon that 02 any other account create any trouble either to my ÞHetr, 
N to the Church. 

As fo2 my Kinſman (os yauCex ws) Meletius, let him know 
that he holds the Farm at Apenzinſum, which was Euphemius's, by 
au unjult Title, Concexning which, J have heretofoe often wri p 
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to Euphemius, charging him with careleſneſs and Cowardiſe, if he 
did not recover it. And by thele pzeſents I teſtifie to all Bagiſtrates 
and J3eople, that Euphemius is greatly wronged, and that the Farm 
ought to be reſtozed to him, 

] Uill that the Purchaſe ofthe Farm at Canotala be delivered up to 
my Son the moſt reverend Biſhop Amplilochius, Foz it appears 
from my Papers, and "tis what every one knows, that the Contract 
was diſcharg'd, and that J recetvd the Yoney, and long ſince gave 
him up the P2opiicty and right of Poſſeſſion. | 

To Evagrius the Deacon, who has been partaker with me in my 
many Labours and Sufferings, and who in ſo many inſtances has 
endear'd his kindneſs to me, J return hearty thanks befoze God and 
men, and fo2 greater things God reward them into his boſom. 
ut that J may not leave him without ſome ſmall Teſtimony ofmp re- 
ſpect and love, my Till is, that he have given him one Friez Coat,one 
Tunick, two Cloaks, and thirty pteces of Gold. Item, J give to 
our dear Bother and Fellow-Deacon Theodulus, one courſe Friez 
Garment, two of our Country-Coats, and twenty pieces of Gold ac- 
coding to the rate of our own Country, Item, To Elaphius the 
Notary, a god man, and who while he attended my ſervice, was very 
diligent and uſeful to me, J bequeath one Friez Garment, twa 
Coats, thwe Cloaks, one ſingle unlin'd Garment, and twentypieces 
of Gold of the Boney of our own Country. 

This myTeſtament J Til hall and firm andvalidin all Courts, 
and befoze all Tribunals; 02 if it take not place as a Teſtament, yet 
as my laſt Till, o2 as a Codicel, J require that it take place. And 
whoever ſhall attempt to overthww it, ſhall give an account fo? it at 
the day of Judgment, and receive his reward, 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Ghoſt ; I 
Gregory Biſhop of t he Catholick Church at Conſtantinople, have reviewed 
this my Will and Teſtament, and having 8p all things in it, have 
ſubſcribed it with my own hand, and do Will and Command that it be of full 
force and Power. 

I Amphilochius Biſbop of the Catholick Church at Iconium, was preſent 
at the making the Will of the moſt venerable Biſhop Gregory, and being 
requeſted by him, have yr ar it with my own hand. 

I Optimus Biſhop of the C atholick Church at Antioch (iz Pilidia) was 
preſent when the moſt reverend _— Gregory made the above-written 
. Teſtament, and at his requeſt have /* ſcribed it with mine own hand. 

I Theodofius Biſhop of the Catholick Church at Ida was preſent at the 
Teſtament of the moſt venerable Biſhop Gregory, and at his requeſt ſub- 
ſeri d with my own hand. 

[ Theodoſius Biſhop of the Cathelick Church at Apamea was profent, &C, 

T Hilary Biſhop of the Catholick Church at T{auria was preſent, &Cc. 

Pp I To p—_— Biſhop of the Catholick Church at Hadrianople was pre- 
ent, &c. 

F I Cledonius Presbyter of the Catholick Church at Iconium was pre- 
ent, &C. 

1 John Reader and Notary of the moſt holy Church at Nazianzum, have 
tranſcribed and publiſhed the Copy of the ſacred Will and Teſtament of Gre- 
gory the holy and famons Divine, which was recorded and laid up in the ve- 
nerable Church committed to my Charge. 
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could not freely part with for God ; and*though he had excellencies 


IV. THIS Will /as appears from the date of the Conſuls, ang 
ſome other paſſages in the Inſtrument it ſelf) was made not long be. 
fore his Reſignation of the See of Conſtantinople, probably upon occa- 
ſion of that weak ſickly condition he was then in. Though whether 
the Month mentioned in the date be not miſtaken, and Jazuary put 
for June, we have before obſery'd cauſe enough to ſuſpeQt, and indeed 
to conclude in the Aﬀirmative. Several of the Legacies bequeathed 
in it, immediately relate to the Habits and Cuſtoms of his own Coun. 
try of Cappadocia, and the places where his Relations were, and his 
Eſtate lay, without the knowledge whereof, *ris no eafie matter rea. 
dily to underſtand them. Andait 1s no {mall juſtification of the truth 
and ſincerity of this Record, that he ſo oft elſewhere mentions his 
deveſting himſelf of his Eſtate, and ſettling it upon the Poor. Eight 
years he lived after his making of this Will, and died in his own Coun. 
try, and (probably) where he was born, at his own Houſe at Ar:a»- 
zum. 5. Jerom, who finiſh'd his Catalogue Azz, CCCXCI. fayes, 
that he died three years before that rime, that is, Az».CCCLXXXIX, 
At what time he was arriv'd, ayes Gregorius the Presbyter, at a very 
great Age. And it muſt needs be fo, if it be true what Sidas reports, 
that he lived above ninety years, and died in the XI[I'*, of Theodoſons, 
Ann, CCCXCIT. But how this can be reconciled with his being bur 
thirty years old, (which himſelf affirms) when he was at Athens, 
Ann, CCCLIV. I ſee not. It remains then according to this ac- 
count, and the date of his death aſſign'd by S. Jerom, that he was 
LXV. years of Age at the time of his death, 

V. AS to his Perſon, he (as ? Simeon Metaphraſtes tells us) was of a 
middleStature,of a ſweet and pleaſantCountenance, ſomewhat pale,but 
withall of a graceful and amiable look, his Noſe a little flat and low, his 
eye-brows grew upright, his right eye, which a Scar had contraGted, 
look'd a little heavy,his Beard ſhort, but thick, and black in the upper 
part of it. He was in a great meaſure bald, what hair he had being Milk- 
white.His Image made to the Life, was after his death/though not till 
ſome Ages after)ſet up in the Church,where 'twas worſhip'd(they fay) 
with great Veneration, and became famous for working Miracles, 
particularly that of Conſtantine 4 the Son of Leo Armenus the Empe- 
ror, who being ſtruck dumb, by the help of it recovered his Speech. 
But the beſt on't is, weare not to be taught at this time of day, what 
credit to give to reports of that nature, ſtarted in the middle and lat- 
ter Ages of the Church, and what Artifices were us'd after the time 
of the ſecond Nyrcene Conncil to juſtifie the Doftrine, and to buoy up 
the Reputation of Image-worſhip. Nor does Cedrenus (whatever Ba- 
ronius * affirims in this Caſe) ſay, that . Conſtantine worſhipped the 
Image, but that he pray'd to God and S. Gregory, whoſe Image was 
in that place. But whatever he might do after his death, we are 


ſure he did great things while he was alive. His Soul was ſeaſoned 


with an early ſence of Religion, and the Seeds of Piety which his 
good Mother ſowd betimes, up, and produc'd anſwerable Fruits, 
and the whole courſe of his life was but an accompliſhment of that 
folemn Vow which ſhe made to God before he was born, that ſhe 
would intirely reſign him up to him. There was nothing too hard 
which he could not chearfully ſuffer, no intereſt too dear, which he 


and 
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and endowments that render a man great in the eye of the World, 
Eſtate, Honour, Health and Learning, yet he profeſs d © this was 
the greateſt advantage he reap'd by them, that he had ſomething 
that he could contemn, and by which he could ſhew how infinitely 
he valued Chriſt before them. Never was = leſs a Slave * to the 
World, whoſe Frowns and Charms he equally deſpis'd and ſhun'd; 
never any more truly obſerv'd the juſt meaſures of ſtriftneſs and ab- 
ſinence, of mortification and ſelf-denial. He was of a Temper ex- 
trearaly averſe * to flattery and fervility, and of the two, choſe ra- 
ther to be cenſured for a Clown than a Courtier, ſparing none, but 
ſmartly reproving his beſt Friends when they did amiſs. And there- 
fore when ſome ot them expeCted thanks for the mighty Zeal they had 
ſhew'd for. his advancement to the See of Conſtantinople, he treated 
them with ſo much ſharpneſs for that unkind piece of friendſhip, that 
they afterwards flew off, and became his Enemies. His Charity was 
boundleſs, and he car'd not within how narrow Circumſtances he 
confin'd himſelf, ſo he might but enlarge thoſe of the Poor, whom 
he plentifully reliev'd all his lite, and ar his death ſettled a very con- 
ſiderable Eſtate upon them. He lov'd his Enemies (whom his Zeal, 
and the ſtiffneſs and bluntneſs of his Temper had rais'd up to him in 
no ſmall numbers) and treated them with all ſoftneſs and gentleneſs, 
and could more ealily forgive an injury, than another man commit it. 
He paſſionately ſtudied ® the Peace of the Church , and Unity 
amongſt Chriſtians, which with all his intereſt and eloquence he en- 
deavoured to promote where-ever he came ; and he glories * in it as 
the ancient and honourable Temper of his Church at Naziarzum, that 
it was not rent in pieces by Schiſms and FaQtions, and was therefore 
frequently called Noah's Ark, becauſe they had kept alive among 
themſelves the Seeds of true Peace and Piety, and had alone eſcap'd 
that univerſal Deluge of Difſention and Diſorder, that had over- 
flow'd the Chriſtian World. Nothing - troubled him ſo much as to 
ſee Chriſtians claſhing with one another, for whoſe re union he pro- 
fels'd he could willingly fall a common Sacrifice ; and therefore when 
he conſidered the admirable Lives of the Macedozian Party,in a mighty 
tranſport of Zeal he wiſhed Y himſelf accurſed from Chriſt, and ready to 
undergo the moſt direful ſentence, ſo they might but cloſe with the 
Conſubſtantial Faith , and be re-united to the Catholick Church, 
While engaged in the Diſputes (as he all along was) of that quarrel. 
ſome and contentious Age, he managed himſelf with all imaginable 
calmneſs and Patience, and over-came * his Adverſaries not more by 
the goodneſs of his Cauſe and the ſtrength of his Reaſons, than by 
the ſweetneſs and the mildneſs of his Temper. He did not encounter 
them with fierce Clamours, and virulent Revilings, like many who 
inſtead of Reaſon and Argument, vomit up nothing but bitter Calum- 
nies and Reproaches, and hide a bad Cauſe under noiſe and ſcuffile ; 
juſt (fayes he) like the Fiſh Sepia, which being in danger to be taken 
by the Fiſherman, throws out abundance of black Matter, which diſ- 
colouring the Water all about, it ſafely eſcapes under that Covert. 
No, he made it appear *twas the Caule of Chriſt he contended for, 
while he cloſely imitated him, who was ſo meek and peaceable, and 
endur'd the contradittion of Sinners againſt himſelf. Though it cannot 
be denied, but that ſometimes, eſpecially in his InveCtives —_ 
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Julian, his vein of Oratory (which he indulges upon all occaſions \ 
mo with a n_—_ Leal and concernment for Religion, tran( 
ported him now and then to paſſionate Aggravations, and to treat 
the memory of that great Prince with leſs decency and reſpe&, tha: 
what a calmer and more unprejudic'd conſideration of things would 
have oblig*d him to. But that was a Caſe extraordinary, nor. do [ 
queſtion but that had he foreſeen the ill conſequences of ſuch raſh ang 
warm tranſports, he would as readily have retracted them, as he gave 
vent tothem. However, even in ordinary Caſes, his love ro Peace 
did not prejudice his Zeal for Truth *, from which no Conſiderations 
were {trong enough to draw him ; in defence of the Catholick Do. 
Arine he pray'd and preach'd, wrote and diſputed upon all Occaſions, 
and was not ſcard either with the malice, or number, or greatneſs of 
his Enemies. He wanted neither fair Propoſals on the one hand, nor 
threatnings, and the moſt ſevere and rugged uſage on the other, but 
he equally defied both, and made good what he fo earneſtly de. 
fir'd >, that he might be able with all freedom: and impartiality to 
maintain that Confeſſion of Faith, which the ancient Fathers had 
committed as a noble Depoſitum to the Church, to the laſt minute of 
his Life. 'He was (to ſay no more than what one * who beit knew 
him, ſayes of him) oxev©. CHMAIYs, C Peexp Baby TT YEE a choſen 
Veſſel, a profound t reaſure, and the mouth of Chriſt ; and juſtly deſeryd 
the CharaQter Ryfinus © gives of him, that he was in all things an 
incomparable Perſon, eminent both for his DoQtrine and his Life, 
the greateſt light of the Church, who taught what he praQtis'd, and 
orais'd whar he taught. 

VI. THESE Divine and excellent Qualities were attended with 
the natural Graces of a ſublime Wit, ſubtle Apprehenſion, cleer 
Judgment, an eaſie and ready Elocution, and all theſe ſet off with as 
great a ſtock and furniture of humane Learning, as the Schools of the 
Eaſt, as Alexandria or Athens it ſelf was able to afford. At his being 


| there he had grownup into ſo univerſal an Eſteem and Reputation, 


that he was become the Glory of the Univerſity, and the talk of the 
Town and Country, and even in that eye of the World had the Pro. 
feſſors Chair forc*'d upon him. Andafterwards when he applied him- 
ſelfto the Study of Theology, and did ? yAarlau &v mais #Ewber may 
Sevbdodu Acyors, mis Vrios fevyeritew , as himſelf ſpeaks 4, enoble 
his Tongue with Divine Learning, and Eloquence, which he had 
enrich'd before with humane Ornaments, he attain'd to fo great ac- 
curacy and perfettion in it, that his Judgment was in a manner made 
the Standard and Rule of Orthodoxy, he being the only © Perſon, 
whoſe Faith even the diſſenting Parties among themſelves could not 


. call in queſtion, having obtain'd this honor both with God and Man, 
\ that whoever preſum'd to oppoſe his DoQrine, was for that very 


reaſon judg'd an Heretick, it being accounted a plain evidence of a 
man's unſoundneſs in the Faith, who in any thing materially diftered 
fromhim. So even and well-poiz'd his Judgment in the weightieſt 
Caſes, fo ſublime his Speculations in the abſtruſeſt Articles, ſo exaCt 
and critical his Determinations in the niceſt Controverſies, ſo ready 
and appoſite his Citations out of the holy Scriptures, ſo accurate and 
eloquent his Sermons, that he ſeem'd born for this as his peculiar 
| Province *, 
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Province f , and hence had the Title of 5 ©#-- 
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vence or his Piety. Theres a ſtrange {mart- 

neſs and briskneſs in his Periods, his Sentences are ſhort and quick; 
and comprehend a vaſt deal of incomparable ſence in a few words, 
and yet neither does the ſhortneſs of his Periods prejudice the excel- 
lency of his Argument, hor the ſublimeneſs of his Argument make 
his kCoulk oblcure and unintelligible. Whatever the ſubje& be he 
takes in hand, whether in the Perſwaſtve, Encomiaſtick, -or Forinſick 
way, he alwayes manages it tothe utmoſt pertection of its kind, ſel- 
dom of never deſcending below the accuſtomed majeſty and ſu- 
blimity of his Diſcourſes. *'Tis this renders his TraQts fo incapable of 
being tranſlated with any Proportion of accuracy to the Original, and 
Eraſ-1u45 tO whom the We/tcrz Church is ſo much indebted fot his 
Emendations and Verſions of the ancient Fathers, confeſſes *, he was 
altogether affrighted and diſcourag'd from attempting the Tranftation 
of Nazianzer, trom the acumen and ſmartnels of his ſtyle, the gran- 
deur and ſublimity of his Matter, and thoſe ſomewhat obſcure Allu- 
ſioas that are frequently interſpers'd among his Writings. In the 
Vein and CharaQter of his ſpeaking he much imitated | Polemon of 
Laodicea, Profeſſor of Rhetorick at ymyrna, and Tutor to Ariſtides the 
famous Orator, and one who was long before them both, 1/5crates of 
Athens, whom he ſeems peculiarly to have propounded for his imita- 
tion, He was perhaps the only Perſon (as a leatried Patriarch i has 
obſerv'd) that attaind to the true temper of the Grecian Eloquehce, 
the Fucus, and the affefted and trifling part whereof he lighted, di- 
geſting ny what was pure and ſimple, grave and chaſt, and thereby 
gave new Laws to Eloquence, and introduc a better [4a and Form 
of fpeaking than the World had generally known bzfore. Philoftor- 
gi (who liv'd partly at that time, and who, as he was able to judge, 
ſo cannot be ſuſpeQed partial in his cenſure, being no-great Friend to 
any of the Catholick fide) comparing together that triumvirat of 
learned Homoouſiaſts, Baſil, Gregory, and Apottinaris,who all flouriſh'd 
at the ſame time, makes no ſcruple to give ſeritence for Nazianten. 
* Apollinaris (ayes he «) being advantag'd by his skill in Hebrem, 
©< was fitter for Commentaries upon rhe Scripture ; Baſil excelPd in 
the Panegyrick way, but with reſpe& to both, Nazianzen muſt be 
© allow'd to have a more noble and excellent ſtyle, being more fluent 
© and copious than Ap-{inaris, and more firm and ſolid than Baſil: 1 
do not deny but S. Baſi/”'s ſtyle is more ſmooth and eafie, more un- 
forc'd and natural ; but withall Nazianzez's is more lofty and Maſcu- 
line, more ſententious and periodical ; and upon the whole matter, 
— the profoundneſs of his Learning, the grandeur of his Elo- 
qQuenee, t 

his Sence, I doubt not to affirm, that as he liv'd in the moſt learned 
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Age of the Church, ſo he was the beſt Scholar of that Age. Indeed 
it cannot be denied, but that now and then he too far indulges thy 
vein of Oratory, eſpecially in his Excomiaſtichs, wherein he ſome. 

74. 0r.MI. times takes a liberty of making ! addreſſes to the dead, which fic. 

p- 50. XIX- ceeding times, when Superſtition began to advance with a quicke 

p-288.314-AX . 31 - . 

p. 372. XXII Peace, improv'd into formal Invocations, and downright Prayers to * 

ſ- 397- XI. departed Saints. But then 'tis to be conſidered, that as he does no 

"ans aſſert this dogmatically, but expreſſes himſelf with doubtfulneſs and 
heſitancy (« ms «yas, if there be any Sence 1n departed Souls of 
things here below) ſo tis done wore Oratorio, according to the liberty 
which Oratorsare wont to take, who tye not up themſelves to {tri 

" Yid. Wo”. nice rules, eſpecially his great Maſter Jſocrates, who more than once a 

» 15," uſes ſuch Schemes of Speech, and from him probably he borrowed 

" 1» cyu7d7. them, as his own Greek Scholaſt " long ſince noted in this very Cafe, 

ut how Beſides his skill in Theology, Philology, Philoſophy, and Rhetorick, 

he was, ſayes Suidas, Ta & mu minow Os, eminent in Poetry, 
wherein he wiſely imploy'd his Talent to the common uſe and bene 
of Chriſtians ; witneſs his incomparable Poems in all kinds of Vere, 
and upon all ſerious and uſeful Arguments, compos'd to the envy and 
admiration of the beſt men _—_ Heathens : So that it was nor 
untruly ſaid of him, that though he had arriv'd to no conſiderable 
eminency in his other Writings, yet his very Poems, ſo much aboye 
thoſe of the Ancients, would have proclaim'd him to have been a great 
and an extraordinary Perſon. His Works have in all Ages met with 

a juſt Eſteem and Veneration, and by all men of Wiſdom and Judg- 

ment have been admir'd and magnified, and held inimitable, and 

eſpecially his Theological Orations have been accounted (ſayes Philo 

* Bid. p-331» theus ©) Nedtar or Ambroſia, and in the holy Language , divine 
Manna and the Bread of Anoels. And it ſeems not a little trange to 
me, that the great and the learned Phorizs,whom nothing eſcap'd that 
fell within the ordinary Road of Learning, ſhould have noted nothing 
out of the Writings of this venerable Father ; nor do I believe any other 
account of it can be given, than that he did it in ſome part of that 
Work that has miſcarried, or at leaſt in thoſe private Conferences, 
wherein he was wont to recite to his Brother, and ſome ſeleR friends, 
the ſummary recapitulation of what Books he had read (as he tells 

» Fp. Prefix. us in his Letter ? to his Brother T araſius ) the preſent Bibliothera be- 

pibl4eth. col-1- {ng but an account of what Authors he had recited at thoſe meetings, 
wn T araſius was abſent. Two conſiderable advantages Nazianzen 
has had beyond moſt of the ancient Fathers ; one, that few ſuppoſititi- 
ous TraQAs have been entitled to him, and thoſe few not worthy of 
his great name; the other, that not many of his Books are loſt, moſt 
(if not all) of what he wrote, being (for any thing we know) ſtill 
extant, Whereof in the laſt place we proceed to preſent the Reader 
with this following account. 


His 
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His Works. 


Genuine. 


Aologeticus de faga ſua. 
wn poſtquam facku eft Presbyter. 


In Julianum Imper. Invedtive ll, 

Oratio poſt reditum ex fug a. 

Oratio ad Gregorium Nyſſenum. 

Apologeticum cuns Saſimorum Epiſco- 
porum fattus eft. 

Oratio, cum cura Eccleſ. Navians. et 
commiſſa eſt. 

Oratio de ſuis ſermonibus, & ad Tu- 
lianum exaquatorem. 

Oratio funebris in laudem Ceſarii 
fratris, 

Oratio funebris in laud. ſororis ſue 
Gorgonte. 

De pace Orationes Ill. 

Oratio in plag am Grandinis. 

Oratio de pauperum amore. 

Ad cives Nazianz.gravitimore per- 
culſos, & prefeitum iraſcentem. 

Oratio in laudem Cypriant Martyris. 

Oratio funebris in laudem patris ſui. 

Oratio funebris in laud. _ magni. 

Oratio in laudem magni han, 

Oratio in Machabeorum laudem, 

Oratio in laydem Fleronis, revera; 
Maximi Cynici. 

Oratio in Agyptiorum adventum,. 

Oratio ad Arianos, & de ſeipſo. 

Oratio de moderatione in Diſputati- 
onibus ſervanda. 

Al eos,qui ipſum Cathedram CP. af- 
fettare, dicebant. 

Oratio, poſt reditum in urbem. 

Oratio ae dogmate, & conſtitutione 
Epiſcoporum; 

Oratio habita in eleffione Eulalii 
Doarenſium Epiſcopi. 

Is ilud, cum conſummaſſet Ieſus 

lermones, &c: 


X x 


Oratio in preſentia CL. Epiſcoporum 
Ha. , 

De T heologia Orationes V. 

Oratio Panegyrica in Chriſti nativi- 
tatem. 

Orat. Panegyrica in S. Lumina. 

In Sanitum Baptiſma. 

In Paſcha, & in tarditatem. 

Orat. ſecunda in paſchs. 

1n novam Dominicam. 

In Santtam Pentecoſten. 


Orat. ſeu Epiſtols ad Neftarium CP; 
Epiſcopum. 

Inlaudem Martyrum;y adv. Arianos. 

Trattatus de fide. Lat. 

Ad Cledonium Presbyterum Orat. ſeu 
Epiſtole IL. Epiftole ai#4CCXLIL 

eftamentum. 

De vita ſua carmine Tambico. 

Poemata LXIV.varit argnmenti car- 
mine Heroico, 

Alia LXXVIIL warit arguments, & 
diverſo metrorum genere. 

De pe ev & de hominum ingra- 
titudine Querela. Latine, 


Doubtful; 
Orat. ſeu Epiſtola ad Evagrinm mo- 


nachum de Divinitate. 


Stenificatio in Ezechielem. 
Suppoſititious. 


Metaphraſis ſeu Tranſlatio in Eccleſs- 
aſtem, quam Gregorii Thau- 
maturgi opus eſle conſtat. 

—_— Patiens, Trag edi : _ 
ab Apollinare Laodiceno icrip- 
tam eſle veriſimule eſt. 
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plex'd account of his Smtceſſion to that See. The Relation of 
:t by S. Jerom. - Imputations of Arianiſm unjuſtly charged upon him, 
Clear'd by Theodorit and the Synod at Conftantinople. Another 
Cyril 7 thoſe dayes Biſhop of Jeruſalem miſtaken for ours. What 
contributed to the miſtake. , { he time of his entrance upon that Bj- 
ſhoprick.” The miraculous appearance of the ſign of the Croſs in the 
Heavens ſtretching over Jeruſalem. Cyrils Letter tro the Emperor, 
gtving un Account of that Apparition. Some Remarks upon that Let- 
ter. - Hu quarrel with Acacius Biſhop of Czſarea, about the Metro 
politick Rights, The | 2 Reputation of the Church of Jeruſalem, 
Recriminations paſſing between Cyril awd Acacius. AcaCius iz 4 Þa- 
leſtine Syzod depoſes Cyril. Strange Confuſion about the Perſons ſuc- 
ceeding in that See during the Arian Prevalency. The different Ac- 
counts given of this matter repreſented. A Reconciliation of Writers 
in this Caſe impoſſible. Cyril mortally hated and undermin d by Euty- 
chius. The Arian intruders. wholly opzitted by Theodorit. CyriP; 
Anti-remon#trance to ACacius's Sentence, and Appeal to the Emperor. 
His retirement to Sylvanus Biſhop of Tarſus, and conſtant Preaching 
there. His appearing at the Synod at Seleucia, and referring his 
Cauſe to the Tudewment of that Council, His refuſal to witharaw out 
of the Synod as a Perſon depos'd. Arquitted and reſtor d by the Coun- 
cil, Acacius his Complaint againſt him to the Emperor. The Crimes 
charg'd upon him, and aggravated by Acacius. He is again d:pos'd, and 
bani(lld. His return tv = See nnder the reign of Julian. Julian's great 
kindneſs and favour to the Jews, and reſolution to repair their Iem- 
ple, and reſtore their Worſhip, upon what account. His Letter tothem 
to that purpoſe. His Conference with their Chiefs about this matter. 
What he: propounded to himſelf” in this deſign. Preparations made for 
the undertaking. Expences allowd, and Overſeers appointed by the 
Emperor. The Vanity of this attempt declar*d to them by Cyril. Their 
endeavours in building fruſtrated by extraordinary ſtorms, earthquakes, 
and fire from Heaven. Black Croſſes impreſs d upon the Cloaths of the 
Jews. Many converted by theſe miraculous appearances and atteſtati- 
ons. The Jews finding S. John's Goſpel in a Cave at the clearing the 
Foundations reported by Philoſtorgius. The truth of the other parti- 
culars abundantly atteſted, Julian's Command for the building an Am- 
phitheater at Jeruſalem. The elegant reflettions which $. Chryſoſtom 
makes upon this pw of the Jews. CyriPs flight, and re- 
turn 4 little before the death of Valens. He prefers his Nephew Ge- 
laſius to the See of Czlarea, Gelafius who. CyriPs preſiding with 
others in the ſecond General Council. His publick Vindication by the 
Teſtimony of that Synod. The time of his death, The acſcription of 
his Perſon. His Charatter, The Catechetick Leftures his only remain- 
ing works, The genuineneſs of them unjuſtly queftion*d. Some excep- 
tions againſt them conſidered, Abatements to be made fer the plainneſs 
and rawneſs of them, and the unaccuracy of ſome Expreſſions. The main 


deſi>n of them to explain the Creed. What that Creed was then usd 


'» in theChurchof Jeruſalem. His writings. 
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IT has been no ſmall unhappineſs to the Church that 
| the 'Ats of ſo many great and' illuſtrious Perſons 
have been either wholly buried in filence, or that 
8 very ſhort and imperfe&t notices have been tranl\- 
if mitted to us. ' Such among others has been the 
Portion of this excellent Biſhop,concerning whom 
the Records of the ancient Church have preſerv'd 
fey memorable Paſſages, and a great part of thoſe too ſo intricate and 
confus'd, that I ſhould not have thought it worth either my Pains, 
or the Readers Patience, ro pick them up, had I not hop'd by colle- 
fting the ſcattered parcels of his Story to refle& ſome light upon 
them, andto free his Name from ſome groſs Imputations, which ig- 
norarice or miſtake have laid upon it. Who his Parents were, or what 
his Country is not known, though there can be no  incongruity to 
ſuppoſe him born in Pale/ize, and perhaps at Jeruſalem, which I find 
poſitively afſerted by a late Writer 2 , led thereunto, I believe, by 
no other Authority than bare conjeQture. The firſt time we meet 
with him is under Macarixs, the venerable Biſhop of Jeruſalem, a 
man of prime note in the Council of Nice, highly honoured by Cox- 
ſfantine the Great, and particularly imploy'd by him in his magnifi- 
cent ſtruftures at "ge wr By him Cyr/ is faid ® to have received 
his firſt Ordination, that is, probably, to the Office of a Deacon; 
though I muſt confeſs, the paſſage in Sozomer (as now extant in the 
Greek) as *tis miſerably tranſpos'd, ſo being tolerably reſtor'd, ſeems 
"more naturally to refer to Maximw's than Cyril's Ordination. Maca- 
ri dying, Maximus ſucceeded in that See abont the year CCCXXXTI. 
A man of great Name, and deſerv'd reputation, having been a Con- 
felſor © ar] > the Maximian Perſecution, where, according to the 
cruel uſage of thoſe times, he had loſt his right eye, and been dif. 
abled in his right leg, the Nerves of it being cur alunder. Nor was 
he amore reſolute defender of the Chriſtian Faith againſt the Hea- 
thens, than he was of the Catholick truth againſt the Aras, for 
which he was not a little malign'd, and ja by that buſic and 
ent Faftion. By him Cyril was ordain*'d Presbyter 4 , and under 
im he exercis'd the Office of Catechiſ in that Church : A place of 
oreat truſt, and which he diſcharg'd with anſwerable care and dili- 
gence, preaching, in Lex eſpecially, almoſt every day. And here it 
was, that he read thoſe Catecherick LeQtures of his that are ftill ex- 
tant, which S. Jerom ſays © he composg'd in his rr er years, and 
though he tells us not the juſt- time, yet Cyril himſelf gives us an 
hint, by which we may make a very near ConjeQture. For ſpeakin 
f concerning the riſe of the Mazichear Hereſie, be ſays, it began full 
L.XX. years before, under the Reign of Prob», and that there were 
_ Tome then alive, who had ſeen the Heretick, Now ſuppoſing, what 
WEy/cbius ® plainly aſſerts, and juſtifies by the concurrent Compurati- 
on 'of the ſeveral Eaſtern Epocha's, that Mares. began to broach his 
Hereſie in the ſecond year of the Emperor Probas, that is, Arn. Chr. 
CCLXXVII. the LXX. years will fall in exaQtly with Azz. 
CCCXLVII at what time he preach'd thoſe LeEtures to the 


Catechumens. 
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IT. THIS Exerciſe he, probably, continned till his Promotj. 
on to the, Biſhoprick, which hapned about three ,years- alter, upog 
Maximus being depos'd by the 4rians, as ſome ſay'; upon his death, 
fay others, and perhaps more truly, - And here we mutt encounter 
with the moſt, perplex'd, and intricate part of his ſtory, ;I mean his 
ſucceſſion to thar See, togethey with the ſeveral wviewhthdes andal. 
terations that depend upon, it, ſo brokenly and yn eft6 "repre- 
ſented by the Writers of that, and the following age,.-thar little cer. 
tainty can be, pickd up about it, The Account is confuledly hinted 
by others, but moſt yp ie_ge delivered by $. Ferom ® to this effe(; 
that upon Maxima's death, 


cacies , Biſhop of Ceſarea, and ſome 0. 
thers of the Arians, offered Cyril the See of Jernſalem, upon condi- 
tion, that he ſhould renounce the Ordination that he had received 
of Maximus, which he: did. accordingly, and ſervd in that Church 
in the Capacity of a Deacon, 79 | for this was rewarded with 
that Biſhoprick, who thereupon; ſubtilly circumvented Heraclius 
whom Maxim upon his death-bed had made his, Succeſfor, whor 
he diveſted of his Epiſcopal Dignity, and reduc'd to the ſtation o 1 
Presbyter. To this, others add, that in- order to this Delign he-was 
guilty of ſtrange complyances with the Arians, that he Falieting 


- varied i in matters of Faith, and often in point of Communion; 


that he was infeQed * with the Macedonian Herefie, which he after- 
wards recanted-3 nay,that he was as zealous ' for the Ar:azImpieties, 
as his Predeceſſor had been for the Catholick truth. Theſe are the 
moſt material parts .of his Charge, to which I muſt needs enter my 
diſſent, and doubt not to affirm, that as they are faſtned jpon bus 
they are built upon ignorance or. miſtake, Were there nothing elſe, 
*tis, enough, that he 1s vindicated by the Depoſition of thoſe, who 
were as capable to know the true ſtate of things, as S. Jerom ar 
any of the reſt, Theodorit ® ſpeaking of his entring upon the Se 
of Jeruſalem, ſays, he was a moſt ſtout and vigorous defender of the A- 
poſtolick DoZrine ; and the Fathers of the great Council at Conf 
tinople in their Synodical Letter ” to Pope Damaſus, ſtyle. him | 
moſt reverend, and moſt religious Biſhop Cyril, and aſſure us, that he 
had been rightly and canonically ordained by the Biſhops of that 
vince, and had in ſeveral places fuffered many very hard things fro 
the 4rian Party. Than which what ;could have been ſhoken more 
plain and pertinent in his juſtification ? One ſuch authentick and un- 
ueſtjonable Teſtimony, giyen by ſo many, and fiich venerable Per- 
"ns, all Catholick Billops, who liy'd at the ſame time, and could 
not be ignorant of his Afﬀairs; who had then his Company with 
them, and his Cauſe before them, weighs more with me, than an 


hundred Reports taken « th ſecond hang, and-at a peradventure by 


* Ad Ant.31. 
N. XXVI, 


Perſons at a diſtance, who neither, accounted it their Intereſt, nor 
made it their Buſineſs nicely to, enquire into things, whether they 
were true or falſe... Not that I thank the chings we haye mention'> 

to have been purely fiRitious, . but rather to have been blended to- 

angie: of, Names and Perſons.  Baropix 
our 1c 


gether by a careleſs confo : 
» from S. Ferom tells us of yeral Cyrel/s about this time ſuccel- 


ſively Biſhops,of | Jer»/alems.; bur ?tis plain, the Cardinal miſtook $. 
Jerom, who peaks but of one and the ſame Perſon, ſucceeding four 
times during the 


Interruptions made by the prevalengy of the Arias 
| Faction.” 
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Faction. However Epiphenins comes in ſeaſonably to our relief, who 
beſides ours, tell us » of another Cyr;/ about the fame time Biſhop 
of thar See, ſucceeding Herennins, as he did our Cyril. And u 
him, [ doubt not, a great part, if not the whole, of the ill things 
we ſpeak of muſt be diſcharg'd, the identity of Names, conformity 
of Times, and relation to the ſame Place, laying an ealie Foundation 
of miſtaking the one for the other. And perhaps it might not a lit- 
tle contribure to the miſtake, not only that Acacius of Czſares bei 
Metropolitan of that Province, = could not canonically be ordain'd - 
without his conſent, but that Cyri/ himſelf was ſometimes forc'd by 
the neceffity of thoſe times, to hold ſome kind of correſpondence 
with Baf/of 4ncyre, and other Heads of the Homojoufian or Semiarian 
Party, and that only in poirit of mutual aſſiſtance, not in joyning 
with them in their Sentiments and Opinions, for of that, not the 
leaſt footitep a s$ in ſtory, nay in that famous Confeffion of , 
Faith, « offered by them to the Synod at Seleucia (where he was jm: & 
eſent, and had a great Tryal to come on, and did moſt openly Lxx. 
with the Semiarians) though it was ſubſcrib'd by XLIIT. Biſhops, ?-37%374- 
and ſeveral of them of Syria and Paleſtsne, yet is riot his name to be 
found amongſt them, nor any intimation of his conſenting with 
them. I add no more, thari that S. Jerom himſelf * elſewhere ſpeak- ,,..., 
ing unqueſtionably of our Cyr:/, ſays no worſe of him than this, that «. 112. p 
he was oft driven out of his Church (underſtand hing by the Aria» 
intereſt) and reſtor'd again z and Nicephors Patriarch of Conſtanti- , 
zvple in his Catalogue * of Biſhops, places him next to Maximus, and phemeryss 
fays, that he was baniſh'd by the 4rians, and then mentions thoſe þ. 3e8. 
wn Simine poſition to him. TOY 
IM. HAVING thus cleat'd the way to his Epiſcopal Throne, 
which he entred 4m»; CC CX LIX. according to S. Jerom ; 
CCLI.. according to Baroniws's computation, he had not fate lo 
in it, when a memorable accident hapned, that made a great noiſe 
a thee tes throughout the World. About the time of Confexrin 
s expedition againſt Magnentius the uſurper, there appear'd *at * 5, 14. cs. 
eruſalem in the Heavens the ſign of the Croſs, not Gr forth #- 541: Phileſ 
e a Comet, but in a ſolid and condens'd body of Light, in ſplen- ,. 70. war. 
dour exceeding the brightneſs of the Sun, and being encircled with ora:.IV.z.112 
a Rainbow, which in formi of a Crowti compaſs'd it round about. In my_ 8 =. 
ng it reach'd from Mount Calvary to Mount Ol:ver, for the ſpace p. piac. Hit 
of about XV. Stadia; or neat two miles, and its breadth proportion- mf # te 
able to the length. The ſight was very terrible and ſurprizing, and at {3 of eg 
once filld men with Admiration and Amazement, inſomuch that the conſtant. X1v. 
beholders came out of theirHouſes, threw aſide their work, and fled 57% 
with their Wives and Children into the great Cathedral, unanimouſly 
offering up their Prayers and Praiſes to Chriſt, and readily acknow- 
ing this a great indication of his Divinity. Nor did it want 
its duc effe&, both upon Fews and Gentiles, many of whom it brought 
over to the Chriftian Faith. Philoftorgius and ſome others report, 
that it was ſeen by hoth Armies (lying then in the Plains of Pannonia) 
to the great conſternation of Magnentivs and his Party, and the no 
leſs encouragement of Conſtentivs and his Souldiers. But in this [ 
muſt ſuſpend my Belief, both becauſe Sozomen ſays, the Emperor 
heard of it but- by Report, and becauſe the Battel with, an LY 
ory 
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Qtory over Magznentins was not till the latter end of the year, man 
months afrer this Apparition. It hapned on the VII. day. of My 
about nine of the Clock in the morning, it being then the Whitfn 
Feſtival, the year after the Conſulſbip of Sergius and Nigronianu,(ſay 
the Faſt: Conſulares of Idatins, but miſtake the day which they make 
to be fax. XXX.) that is, Am». CCCLI. with whom agree all 
thoſe who place it at the time of the Myyzentian expcdition, 
and Gall, his going unto A#t:0ch, The news of this wonder. 
ful and CXtraorainary th enmmeaon by means of ſtrangers, who at 
that time had repair'd thither out of Devotion to thole holy places, 
was ſoon convey d into all Parts, but eſpecially Cyri/ was careful to 
give notice of it to the Emperor, to whom he preſemly dilpatch'd 
a Letter, mentiond by $902 and others wherein he gave him an 
Account of the thing it ſelf, with ſome Remarks of his own upon it, 
the whole whereof we ſhall here inſert. 


To the moſt divinely-favoured and Religious Prince, 


CONSTANTIOS th AUGUST 
CYRIL Biſhop of Jerufalem ſendeth greeting. 


IV. HESE firſt Fruits of my Letters from Jeruſalem, T ſend to 

'Y: Tous ſacred Majeſty, being ſuch as may become both you to re- 
ceive, and me to give : Letters, not ſtuff *'d with flattering Expreſſirus, 
but which give Acconnt of divine and heavenly Viſions, nos which inſinu- 
ate themſelves by Rhetorical Perſwaſtves, but contain holy Evangelical 
Preaiitions, juſtifying their truth by the event of things. Others indeed 
of ſuch things whexce they derive their luſtre, may bring golden Crowns, 
curiouſly beſet with Precious Stones, wherewith they oft adorn your honour- 
able 1 emples : But we Crown you not with earthly Preſents, things that 
ariſing from, are confin'd within the verge of this lower World, but we 
carefully convey to your notice, the divine Efficacy of thoſe heavenly ap- 
pearances, which have hapned at Jeruſalem iz your Reign. Not that 
by this means you may be brought out of a ſtate of ignorance, and receive 
the firſt Principles of the knowledg of God (for ſuch your improvements 
in Piety, that you ſeem able to inſtruct others in matters of Religion) 
but that you may bethe firmlier eftabliſh*d in thoſe thing s,which you are wont 
to aiſcourſe of, and that learning hence how much God has Crown'd your 
Empire, deriud to you 4s a paternal Inheritance, with greater Honours, 
and more divine and heavenly Bleſſings, you may be the ſtronglier incited 
to offer up, at this time eſpecially, the higheſt Praiſes to the ſupreme So- 
wveraign of the World, and be inſpired with a greater Vigour and Courage 
againſ# your Enemies, being aſſured by theſe miraculous Atteſt ations, that 
God takes a particular care of your Empire and Government. In the time 


of your Father Conſtantine, a Prince beloved of Heaven, and of of 


fed memory, the wholſom wood of the Croſs was found at Jeruſalem, the 


divine goodneſs granting it as a peculiar favour to him, who ſet himſelf 
ro embrace the true Religion, that he ſhould. make diſcovery of the moſt 
conceal*d boly Places. But in your time, Sir, who have ſo far outgone in 
Devotion and Piety, God ts pleaſed to grant Prodigies, not any longer 
upon Earth, but from Heaven; I mean, the bleſſed Croſs of our Lord 
and Saviour Teſws Chriſt, the only begotten Sox of God, the Trophy Ll 

is 
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his Viftory and Triumph over death,which ſhining with extraordinary beams 
of light,ws ſeen lately at Jeruſalem. For upon theſe Holy and Feſtival dayes 
of Pentecoſt,May the VII". about nine in the Morning, a vaſt and miracul- 
ows Croſs form?d of light appear'd in the Heavens, juſt over the holy Golgo- 
tha, extending it ſelf to the ſacred Mount of Olaves; ſeen not by one or 
two, but cleerly and evidently by the whole City ; nor, as ſome may ſuſpett, 
paſſing by only in a tranſient 'glan:e of fancy, but plainly viſible to us below 
I very many hours together, by its luſtre out-dazling the bright beams of 
the Sun;for otherwiſe being overcomett muſt have been obſcur'd by them,had it 
not darted out more powerful and refulgent rays of light to the Eyes of the 
beholders, ſo that the whole City ſtruck with fear at the amazing accident not 
without a mixture of joy and gladneſs, inſtantly repaired to the Church; 
where you might ſee Perſons of all Ages, young and old, men and women, 
gra the newly-married leaving their bridal Chambers to come thither ; Chri- 
ftians both Inhabitants and Strangers, yea and great numbers of Gentiles 
from other Parts; all of them with one mouth and one accord 8orifying 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the only begotten Son of God, and the Author of 
theſe miraculous Operations, being convinc'd by real experience, that the 
moſt holy Chriſtian Religion lies not in the enticing words of man's 
wiſdom, but in demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power, and was not 
meerly revealed by men, b..t 11tneſſed to by God from Heaven. Wherefore 
we the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem having beholden this miraculous Prodigy 
with our eyes, with all thankfulneſs, 2s becomes us, do and will adore the 
great God, and his only begotten Son, and both have done, and ſtill will is 
this holy place offer up our continual Prayers for your Government, fo dear 
to Heaven. I thought it not good therefore to ſuppreſs theſe heavenly 
Viſons in ſilence, but have maae ;t my care to convey them to you 4s good 
tidings, and inſt ances f the Divine Benignity ; that ſo upon the good 
Foundation of the Faith already embrac'd, building a further knowledge of 
what has thus ftrangely and ſupernaturally come to paſs, you may have 4 
firmer aſſurance in our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; being confident according to your 
monted truſt, you may, as one that has God himſelf for your Aſſiſtant, ad- 
vance the Banner of the Croſs, the greateſt ground of rejoycing, and chear- 
fully produce the fion that was ſhewed in Heaven ; a Repreſentation, at 
4 appearance the Heavens did greatly rejoyce and triumph. This won- 
derful Prodigy, moſt religious Emperor, purſuant to the Predidtions of the 
Prophets, and to the words of Chriſt recorded in the Goſpel, is now fulfilled, 
an4 will hereafter be yet farther fulfilled, For when our Saviour in S. Mat- 
thew's Goſpel communicated to his bleſſed Apoftles the notices of future 
things, p... by them imparted them to others that convers'd with them, he 
moſt evidently foretold it, ſaying, And then ſhall appear the fign of 
the Son of man in Heaven. This holy Book of the Goſpels, when, as 
Jou are wont, you take into your hands, you will find theſe Prediitions aud 
Teftimonies written there , to which 1 beſeech you, Sir, attend with the 
greater care and diligence, by reaſon of thoſe other things there deſcribed , 
and "ge by our Saviour, and which it concerns us with all fear, nar- 
rowly to obſerve, leſt we ſuffer damage from thoſe adverſe Powers that 
watch againſt us. Theſe firſt Fruits of my diſcourſes, Sir, T offer to you, 
being the firſt Meſſages 1 ſend from Jerulalem, to you I offer them, the 
ſincere and moſt holy werſhipper, together with us of Chriſt, the only begor- 
ten Son of God, who upon 4 C Jo, at Jeruſalem, Aid according to the w- 
and 


Scriptures, work out the Salvation of dll ——— where he overcame de 
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and by his own precious blood expiated the ſins of men, and gave Spiritual 
Life and Immortality, and heavenly Grace to all them that believed on him. 
Preſerv*d by whoſe power and goodneſs, and dayly bleſſed with greater ani 
more eminent advances in Piety, and enrich'd with the Royal ſtem of 4 


wumerons Iſſue ; let God the great King of the World, and the giver of al 


goodneſs, grant you a long, peaceable, and a proſperous Reign, and watch 


over you, 4s a glory to Chriſtians, and a bleſſing to the whole World ; le 
him ſtrengthen and adorn you with all Vertue, that you may ſtill ſhew Jour 
accuſtomed love and kindneſs both to the holy Churches, and to the Roman 
Empire, and enrith you with larger rewards of Piety. God Almighty 


grant you to us, moſt Auguſt and Religious Emperor, for many Period; 


of peaceable years, and continue you happy and proſperous, a conſtant Praiſer 
and Profeſſor of the holy ana Conſubſtantial Trinity, to whom, as is moſt 
due, be all Glory for ever and ever, Amen, 


From this Letter, beſides the account it gives of the Predigy, and 
the RefleQtions he makes upon it, we may obſerve three things with 
reſpeC& to Cyril himſelf. Firſt, that this Epiſtle was written not long 
after his entrance upon the Biſhoprick of Jer»ſalem, being the firlt 
Fruits of his Addreſſes to the Emperor after his promotion to it. And 
indeed it muſt be pen'd not many months after, if Baronius has rightly 
fixd the time of his Conſecration to that See, which he places A». 
CCCLI. this Letter being written about the Month of May in that 
year, Secondly, that in the cloſe of it he gives an evident intima- 
tion of his firm adherence to the Vicere Faith, while he fo earneſtly 
prayes that the Emperor may ever own and honour iu a4 @ ouge- 
o1ov Texths, the ſacred and coeſſential Trinity, A plain confutation 
of thoſe Arian Compliances, which about this very time are charg'd 
upon him. And yet far ſtranger 1s the prejudice and partiality of 
ſome late Writers » , who from this very Epiſtle infer, either that 
Cyril was not the Author of it, or if ſo, that he was an Ar/a» Heretick. 
Thirdly, that notwithſtanding his Declaration againſt Flattery, yer 
he prudently uſes very ſoft words, and ſmooth Infinuations to the Em- 
peror, the better to {weeten his exaſperated humour again(t the Ca- 
tholicks, which by the Artifices of the Ariaxs, ſeldom fail'd to have 
a keen edge ſet upon it. And this was a courſe which many wiſe 
and good men made ule of in their Addreſſes to that Emperor, who 
paſſionately lov'd commendation, and was above other men, a fond 
admirer of himſelf. But to return. 

V. CYRIL wasgoing ſecurely on in the diſcharge of his Paſtoral 
Cares, when great troubles and diſturbances overtook him,the ſpring 
and firſt mover whereof was Acacirs Biſhop of Ceſar-a*, the main 
Stickler for the 47/4 Cauſe, who beheld Cyril not only as his Adver- 
fary in point of opinion, but as a Competitor in point of Dignity. 
The truth is, Cyri/ looking upon his own as an Apoſtolick See, 
thought himſelf qualified to diſpute with Acacius for the Metropoli- 
tick Rights. And herein it muſt be confeſs'd he went beyond his 
line; for though all Antiquity had paid a mighty Reverence to the 


Church of Jeruſalem, as a Church immediately inſtituted by our 


bleſſed Saviour, and that in a place which he had honoured with his 


. Birth, Life, Sermons, and Miracles, and had made the Stage of his 
bloody death, a See founded by the Apoſtles, and from whence they 


iſſued 
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iſued out to propagate Chriſtianity through the World (in which re- 


ſpe&t *ris ſtyled :he Mother of all Churches by the Fathers 7 of the ſecond ? 47-7110%''5, 
General Council) a Church frequented by Perſons of the higheſt & 9. þ+ 211, 


Rank in all Ages, either out of Curiofity or Devotion; though upon 
all theſe accounts it had a ſingular Reputation, and the Biſhops of it 
an honourable Character fix*'d upon them, and this particularly rati- 
fed by the Council of NVize=, as a thing derivd from Cuſtom and 
ancient Tradition, yet was not this honour granted to it by that 
' Council, but with a $4/v9 to the Rights of its own Metropolis. Aca- 
cis therefore being a man of a daring and haughty Spirit, could not 
brook the leaſt Competition, but fell upon Cyr:/ with great heat and 
fury. And hence commenc'd that quarrel, which every day ripened 
into a wider breach. And now Recriminations are paſs'd on both 
fides, Cyril —_— Acacius with Arianiſm, while he himſelf (fayes 
$1zomen) Was ſuſpected of joyning with the Homniouſizns, who held 
the Son to be of like ſubſtance with the Father ; though Wicephorus, 
who follows S-2omez in this paſſage, ſayes * expreſly it was for that he 
addicted himſelf zi; TY 0119801 gy S01v , to thoſe that maintained 
the 5ygvoior, Or Conſubſtantial Doftrine. And this ſeems moſt pro- 
bable, for why ſhould Acacius quarrel with Cyril, for ſiding with the 
Homoiouſians, when he himſelt at every turn appeared in the Head 
of that Party, though upon every new occaſion he again deſerted 
them, and joyned with the high*flown Arians? And that he might 
yet further expoſe him, Acacius charg'd him, that in a time of ragin 
Famine at Jeruſalem, when the poor People flock*d to him for relief, 
after all the Monies were ſpent, he had ſold the Veſſels, Utenſils, Veſt- 
ments, and.conſecrated Hangings of the Church, aad that one of the 
Veſtments had been found upon a Womans back that belong'd to the 
Play-houſe by the very Perſon that gave it, who examining where 
ſhe had it, was directed to the Merchant that had ſold it, who con- 
felsd he bought it of the Biſhop. Which whether true or falſe, 
ſery'd well enough for a pretence to expoſe the good man to popular 
0dium, and to make their Proceedings againit him paſs more ſmooth 
and currant. 

VI. UPON theſe pretences (little and trifling Cauſes they 
were, ſayes Theodorit®) Acacins in a Convention of Paleſtine Biſhops 
of his own Party depos'd Cyr/, and drove him from Jer: ſa/em. Who 
they immediately ſubſtituted in his room, is not agreed on all hands, 
ſome ſaying *twas Eutychins, orhers Heraclias, others Herennins, or 
Erennis, or Arſ-nins, as *tis diverſly written. The truth 1s, there's 
a woful confuſion and diſturbance in the Succeſſion of Biſhops in that 
See, from the time of Cyri/s firſt Depoſition, till his final Reſtitution, 
lome creeping in as _—_— offered, others being thruſt in by the 
power and intereſt of the 4riaz Party. We ſhall here once for all pre- 
ſent the Reader at one view, with the different accounts given in by 
the Writers of that, and the following Ages. 
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In ſuch confuſion and variety *twere a vain attempt to undertake 4 
Reconciliation, either to adjuſt the Differences of the Perſons, or to 
fix the times of their ſeveral Succeſhons. A thing not poſſible in ſuch 
a confufion of accounts, and where the Records of the Church have 
preſerv'd little more than the bare names of the Perſons. The Ey- 
chins (who in S, Jer-ms account ſucceeds next to Cyril) was doubt- 
lefs the ſame with him mentioned by Epipharins i , and who was Bi- 
ſhop of Elenth-ropolis, He had been brought up under Maxim, 
Cyril's Predeceſſor, and by him inſtruted in the right Catholick 
Faith. An eye he had upon the See of Jeruſalem, and look'd upon 
Cyril as the only Perſon ſtanding in his way, and though he did not 
openly diſcard the orthodox Doctrine, yet he was content to conceal 
and diſſemble it for a time, as a means to procure Acacins's favour in 
his advancement to that See. To him therefore he applied himſelf, 
and took part with him in his Proceedings againſt Cyril, whom he mor. 
rally envied and maligned, oppoſing not only him, but all that ſtood 
by kim and aſſiſted him. And how they ſucceeded in their attempts, 
we ſhall fee hereafter. I ſhall obſerve no more about this matter, but 
that Theodorit * enumerating the Biſhops that ſat in the five great 
Patriarchal Sees from the time of Conftantize, in his Lift of them of 
Jeruſalem wholly omits all theſe interloping Biſhops, and only puts 
down Cyril between Maximus, who went before him, and John who' 
ſucceeded him in that See. 

VI. TWO whole years ' Acacivs continued to cite Cyr// to ap- 
pear ; but he well knowing what Quarter he muſt expe& from pro- 
feſs*d open Enemies, refus'd the Surnmons, whereupon the Sentence 
was finally denounc'd againſt him. Immediately he publiſh'd an 
Anti-remonſtrance, wherein he appeaFd from their Judgment, to 
that of a greater and more folemn Judicature ; and his appeal it ſeems 
was allow'd by the Emperor. And though Socrates ſayes, he was the 
firſt and the only Perſon that by fach an appeal tranſpreſs'd the Cuſtom 
of the Eccleſiaftick Law (meaning I ſuppoſe the NVjceze Canons, that 
_ all Epiſcopal Cauſes to be determin'd by the Metropolitan, 
and the Biſhops of the Province) yet was it no more than what the 

| of thoſe times drove him tro, and what had been heretofore 
allow*d and praQtis'd in important Caſes. Being by this means forcd 
to quit Jeruſulem, he went firſt to Antioch ®, but finding that Church 
deſtitute 


"WY 


The Life of S. CYRIL. 


- 


deftitute of a Biſhop, he went thence to Tarſus, where he fix'd his 


abode with Sy/vanus the venerable Biſhop of that place. Nor did he 
here indulge himfelf in eaſe and idleneſs, but preach'd conſtantly to 
the People. But malice like the Grave, is endleſs and inſatiable ; 
Acacius no ſooner underſtood where Cyril was, and of his kind Re- 
ion, bur he wrote prefently re Sy/vanus, and gave him an account 

of his being depos'd, and thereby rendred incapable of Communion. 
But he had too great a Reverence for the man to entertain ſlight Sug- 
geſtions againſt him, and beſides was unwilling to diſoblige the Peo- 
ple, who l1k'd his Do&rine, and were infinitely pleasd with his elo- 
ent Sermons, So he continued in this Station till the year 
CCCLIX. when Conſt antins ſummon'd a Synod at Sel-ucia, And 
now he thought he had a fit opportunity to bring his Cauſe upon the 
publick Stage, wherefore he appear'd at the Synod, and refoly' to 
refer his Caſe intirely to them. The main queſtion at the opening 
of the Councit was, what ſhould firft come under debate, whether 
Matters of Faith, or the Caufes of the Biſhops who had been depos'd, 
rticularly of Cyri/ and ſome others, whoſe Caſes had been peculiar- 
Crnouds by the Emperor. But it was carricd for the former, 
hat Dodtrinal Controverſies ſhould be handled in the firft place, and 
what the Proceedings of the Council were in that Matter, we have 
elſewhere related. The iflue was, that no compoſure being to be 
hoped for between the dilkeneing Parties, Leowas the Imperial Com- 
miſfioner, who favoured the A4cracian Faction, after four {everal Seſh- 
ons, broke up and diffolv'd the _ However the Catholick 
Biſhops (who were but few) together with Ba#/ of Ancyra, Sylvenss 
of Tarſzs, and the reſt that <__ Acacius and his Party, continued 
ſitting, and cited 4cacins and his Followers to the Synod, to make 
_—_— charge againſt Cyri/ and others, bur they tefus'd to come. 
ed Acacius at the very beginning of the Council had refus'd to 
take his place, unleſs Cyr:/; as a Perſon depos'd, were excluded the 
Synod. And when fome, out of an eager deſire of Peace, periwaded 
him to withdraw, aſſuring him, that as ſoon as they had diſcufſed 
Matters of Faith, they would ome ro the Examination of his Caſe, 
he refuſed, not _— bur his retiring might be interpreted an Ar- 
pument of his guilt, at leaſt give his Enemies to0 great an advantage 
29ainſt him. Afrer ſeveral Summons to no purpole, the Synod pro- 
ceeded againſt the abſent Biſhops ; ſome they ſuſpended from Com- 
munion, till they had given ſatisfaQtion in the Crimes charged upon 
them, among whom were Aferins, Enſcbins, Extyohius, 8c. others 
they depos'd, eſpecially Acacins, the head of the Party, George of 
Alexandria, Uranius of Tyre, and many more ; nor is any doubt to be 
made though the As of that Synod mention it not) but they re- 
ks Cyril and the reft that had been depos'd by the Acaviey 


vil. THINGS being thus manag in the Council at Sele4cid, 
while Legates were preparing to carry an Account tothe Emperor 
at Conſtantinople, Acatius | Gy thither before them, who having 
made his Intereſt at Court, reprefecred the Selexcien Synad wn- 
der a Charafter bad enough, procured # lietle Convention of neigl 
bour Biſhops to be ſummon'd to Conſtantinople, wherem he ptoceed: 
ed againſt the chief of the Selexcias Fathers, but eſpecially againit 
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Cyril. It was laid to his Charge, that he had holden Communicn with 
Euſtathins and Elpidins, who had endeavoured to ſubvert the De. 
crees of the Synod of Melitina, whereof he himſelf had been a prin. 
cipal Member; that after his being depos'd by the Pale/tize Bithops, 
he had communicated with Baſil of 4ncyra, and George of Laod +4; 
that he had conteſted with Aracizs of Ce/area about the Power and 
Rights of the Metropolitanſhip, pretending Jer»/z/-m: to be an 4. 
poſtolick See. But that which moſt exaſperated ® the Empcror againſt 
him, was the ſtory of his ſelling the dedicated Veſtments of the 
Church, and their being by that means expos'd to prophane uſes, 
For now the ſtory was again dreſs'd up, and ſet oft with reſh ag. 
gravations ; the Emperor being told, that it was a rich Cope, all 
wrought with Gold, given by his Father Con/tantiz: the Great, when 
he built that Church, to Macarins the Biſhop, to be worn 120n the 
greater Feſtivals, when he celebrated the Baptiſinal O:hce ; that 
this Cope C1ri/ had expos'd to ſale, and that ir had been bought by 
a common Player, who dancing in it upon the publick Theatre, had 
fall'n down, and with the fall bruis'd himſelf,and died. Ard nov, Sr, 
ſaid Acacius, See how fit thoſe min are to judge ana piſs Sentence upon 
others, that have ſuch an Aſſeſſor to joyn with them. Having laid this 
load upon him, they proceeded next to cenſure and deprive him, and 
twelve others with him, whom they depos'd and baniſhd. Ten of 
the Aſſembly refuſed to ſubſcribe the Decree for depoſing theſe Pre. 
lates, who for their Obſtinacy were preſently ſuſpended trom all E- 
piſcopal a&s, either of Miniſtery or JuriſdiQtion, with farther provi- 
ſion, that unleſs within ſix months, = complyed with the Sentence 
and Proceedings of the Synod, they al ſhould be depoſed, and the 
Biſhops of the reſpeQive Provinces chuſe others in their room, No- 
tice whereof they immediately diſpatchd to all places, with com- 
mand, that the Synodal Orders ſhould be obſervd and put into ex- 
ecution, 

VIII. IN this ſtate of baniſhment, Cyri/ continued during the 
ſhort remainder of Confftantins'sT ife, who dyed within leſs than two 
years after. Julian, who ſucceeded, among, other aQts of grace and 
favour, whereby he ſought to recommend himſelf and his Govern- 
ment to the People, reſtor'd ® the Biſhops that had been baniſhed in 
the time of his Predeceſſor. An opportunity, which Cyr-/, I doubt 
not, made uſe of to return to his own See. And indeed there we 
find him ſitting in this Emperors Reign, and that upon an occaſion as 
memorable, as any perhaps that the Hiſtory of the Church preſents 
us with, which becauſe I preſume it may not be unacceptable to the 
Reader, I ſhall here relate at large. Among the various methods 
whereby Ju/:an deligned to ſtifle, and if poſſible, extirpate Chriſti- 
anity, he reſolved once more to ſet up and advance the Jewiſh Nati- 
on, not out of any kindneſs to them or their Religion, but becauſe 
he knew them to be of all others the moſt ſpiteful and inveterate E- 
nemies to Chriſtians. He ſeem'd to compaſſhonate their hard fate, 
and unhappy Circumſtances, and promiſed them all encouragement 
and affiſtance in reſtoring of their Worſhip, and retrieving the anci- 
ent ſplendor of their Religion, To which purpoſe he ſent them the 
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HE heavy Taxes that have been unwarrantly laid upon you, 
T and thoſe waſt ſums of Gold you have been forced to bring into the 
Exchequer, have far exceeded thoſe other Oppreſſions and Slaveries which 
in the times foregoing you have undergone. A great part of which I have 
ſeen with mine own Eyes, and have diſcovered more from the Writs that 
have been diretted and iſſued out againſt you. And at this time another 
Aſſeſment is prepared for you, which I have ſtop'd and prohibited, and out 
of a deteſtation of ſo unrighteous an att, have burn'd the Warrants that 
lay ready among my Records to be ſent out againſt you ; ſo that none may 
henceforth be able ſo much as to affright you with th: Report of ſuch a 
piece of injuſtice. The Cauſe of all which injuries is not ſo much to be 
attributed to my Brother Conſtantius of” worthy memory, as to ſome men 
of barbarows Principles, and Atheiſtical Tempers, that ſtood about him, 
and were fed at his Table ; whons I took with mine own hands, and threw 
them headlong into a acep pit, where they irrecoverably periſh'd, that ſo 
the leaſt monument might not remain of them, For my part being reſolved 
to ſbew you all the favour and kindneſs I can, Thave adviſed your Bro- 
ther Julus the wenerable Patriarch, to bop the Tribute that"s ſaid to be 
impo;'4 upon you, and that no man henceforth ſhall abuſe your Nation 
with ſuch intolerable exattions, but that you may to all intents live pea- 
ceably and ſecurely under my Reign , and being free from farther trouble, 
may recommend the proſperity of my Empire in your more vigorous and 
hearty Prayers to God, the great Creator, and beſt of Beings, who has 
been pleas'd with his moſt holy right hand to place the Crown upon my 
head. A Service which I cannot otherwiſe expe from you. For they 
who are oppreſs'd with Sollicitudes and Cares, -are wont to be Perſons of 
narrow and contratted minds, and cannot with that freedom lift up their 
hands to God in Prayer, while thoſe who are wholly freed from anxious 
Cares, and enjoy a calm and compos'd ſtate of Soul, are fitteſt to inter- 
cede for the _aopineſ; of the Empire, and to offer up their Devotions to 
the great God, who alone is able to order and diſpoſe my Reign to the 
beſt advantage, and to the moſt excellent purpoſes, which I hope and pray 
he will do. This is that which you ought principally to attend, that [0 
bavins ſuccesfully manag*d my Perſian expedition, and the holy City of 
Jeruſalem (which you have ſo long and ſo earneſtly deſir*d to ſee reinha- 
bited) being rebuilt by my endeavours, 1 may dwell in it, and together 
with you there offer up our joynt Prayers to the ſupreme Being off the » Soer.1. 4. 
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of whom he enquired, why, ſince the Law of Moſes oblig'd them CO 
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the Sacrifices of their Law were determin'd to a particular place,and 4 _ 
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Herein he drove on a double deſign, firſt to draw over the Jews tg 
the Pagas Superſtition, which he the rather hoped for, becauſe both 
agreed in Oblations and Sacrifices, and that he oblerv'd the main bo. 
dy of the Jews took up in the Letter and outſide of their Law, and 
underſtood little of the ſpiritual and myſtical Sence ; and next he 
hop'd to givea fatal wound to Chriſtianity, and by reſtoring the 
Temple and the Jewiſþ Worſhip, againſt which Chriſt h 
nounc'd ſo Bat a doom,to prove our Saviour a falſe Prophet and1 
ſtor. The Jews, though they had had near CC. years fad experi. 
ence of the truth of our Lord's prediction, yet receiv'd the War. 
rant with a joy inexpreſlible, it being an opportunity which t 
had often wiſh'd, but could neyer hope for, and were fo elated with 
it, that they began inſolently to Scorn and Triumph over Chriſti. 
ans, threatning to make them feel as direful effeCts of their ſeverity, 
as ever themſelves had heretofore done from the Roman Powers. No 
ſooner was the news ſpread abroad, but Contributions came in from 
all hands, yea the very Women ſold their Jewels and Ornaments 
to advance the Work, and what was wanting, the Emperor com- 
manded ſhould be allow'd out of his own Exchequer, appointi 
Alypins of Antioch (who had ſometimes , been Proprefett of ! ireay 
overſcer of the work, with Power to call in the Covernour of the 
Province to his aſſiſtance. And now all things were in readineſs, 
the moſt exquiſite Artiſts drawn together from all Parts, Stone,Bricks, 
and Timber prepar'd, and all other neceſſary Materials and Inſtry. 
ments, nay they are ſaid to have made Spades, Mattocks, and Baſ. 
kets of Silver for the greater Honour to the Work. In ſhort, no 
help was wanting, even the fofter and the weaker ſex laid their 
hands to the Work, and carried out the Rubbiſh in their Laps, 
the very Gentiles refus'd not their aſſiſtance, meerly out of oppoſiti- 
on to the Chriſtians, Cyri/ the Biſhop beheld all this, and calling 
to mind Dazie/'s Prophecy concerning it, and how plainly it had been 
ratified by 'our Saviour, openly told them that even now the time 
was come, that xot one Stone ſhould be left upon another in that Tem- 
ple, but that the doom which our Lord had fo peremptorily pro- 
nounc'd againſt it ſhould be accompliſh'd. And the Event juſtified 
his Prediction. For having digg'd and clear'd the Foundation, on 
the next day towards night a ſudden Storm aroſe, that carried a- 
way thoſe vaſt heaps of Rubbiſh which they had thrown into 2 
neighbouring Valley, and diſpers*d many thonſand Buſhels of Lime 
and Sands which they had prepar*d for the Building. This was fol- 
low'd with a dreadful Earth-quake, which caſt up Stones from the 
Foundation, and flew many, and overturn'd ſome adjoyning Honſes 
that ſlew more, and thoſe that eſcap'd were drawn out with broken 
Leggs and Arms, bruisd and almoſt wounded to death. And when 
notwithſtanding all this they ſtill attempred to proceed, Balls of Frre 
broke as *twere from under the Foundation, and not only burnt their 
Tools and Inſtruments, but ſeiz'd upon and conſum*'d the Workmen 
and SpeCtators. The fright was great, and every man fled to fave 
himſelf, and the main Crowd drove towards a little Church hard 
by, wherein they were wont to beſtow their Tools, but when they 
carne 'to it, they found it fuddenly ſhut and barr'd againſt them 
(though there was no Perſon within) and when they A - 
rea 
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break open the Doors, a Fire ruſh'd out upon them, that deſtroyed 
many, and miſerably ſcorch'd the reſt, running up and down the 
ſtreets a great part of that day. At night the Cloaths of all the 
ews had black Croſſes with Stars between them impreſs d upon them, 
which when the Infidels perceiv'd in the morning, they cndeavour- 
ed, but in vain, ro waſh them out, and thereupon partly afraid,part- 

ly aſham'd, deſiſted and ran away. And though theſe ttrange and 
miraculous interpoſals of the Divine Power and Providence brought 
over ſome, who being baptiz d, ſought by Prayers and Praifſes to a- 
cone him, whom heretofore they had blaſphemed and affronted, yer 
the greateſt part continued ſtill in their ancient obſtinacy and unbe- 
lief, Of fo lictle force are miracles themſelves to convert a People, 
without the concurrent efficacy of: the Divine Grace to recommend 
them. 

X. ONE thing more is related to this purpoſe. 4 At the clearing « p1;1,9.  - 
the Foundation, a Stone was taken up that covered the mouth of a «. 14. p. 58. 
deep fourſquare Cave, cut out in the Rock, into which one of the © ** 19% 
Labourers being let down by a Rope, found it full of Water to the STIR: 
middle of the Leg, and in the midft a Pillar reaching a little above 
the Water, whereon lay a Book wrapt up in a fine and clean Linnen 
Cloath. Being drawn up, the Linnen was obſerv'd to be freſh and 
unperiſhed, and the Book being unfolded, was found to the admira- 
tiog of all, but eſpecially the amazement of Jews and Gertiles to con- 
tain the Goſpel of S. John, with the firſt words in the Front writ- 
ten in great Capital Letters, IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE 
WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE 
WORD WAS GOD. This laſt paſſage I muſt confeſs ſtands upon 
the ſingle Authority of Phzloſtorgius, but he ancient enough, being 
born within five years after the thing was done. But whatever be- 
comes of this, we are ſure the reſt of rhe Story is reported by Perſons 
of unqueſtionable credit and integrity, ſome of 'whom liv'd at that 
time, and rhe reſt not long after, nay the ſubſtance of it related by 
Anmianus . Marcellizins , Julian's own Hiſtorian, ' and what is yet 
more, confeſs'd by the great Chronologer * of the Jewiſh Nation. Let | 2:nach 14. 
me add what Orofius © reports, that Julia (probably finding himſelf vi6:r.1t+. 36. 
defeated in his main deſign) commanded an Amphitheater to be built ;, "Eng 
at Jernſale (out of the materials it is like prepared for the Temple) s.*3. p. 207. 
wherein at his return from his Perſe» expedition, he might publick- LC Li 
ly expoſe the Biſhops, Monks, and all the holy men of that place, "OF 
and throw them to be devoured by wild Beaſts, prepared by art to 
greater degrees of rage and fierceneſs, than nature had endued them 
with, But the Divine goodneſs cut him off, and he fell into that 
Pit which he had prepared for others. 

XI. I cannot dilinif this Story (wherein yet I have been too long 

already) without ſome of thoſe Refleftions which S. Chry/oſtome * * 0rat. IT. 
makes upon it, who thus improves the Argument againſt the Jews. = SD 

Having preſs'd them home with Daxie/'s Prophecy concerning the 

final and irrevocable deſtruction of their City and Temple, he tells 

them he would make it good from matter of fat. © And becauſe 

*( ſays be) had the Fews never attempted to rebuild the Temple, 

* they might pretend, that they could have done it, had they ſer 

*about it, they attempted it no _” than three ſeveral rimes ; a___ 

Z under 
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© under Aria» the Emperor, when they brought a greater Deſola- 
* tion upon themſelves ; next under Conſtantia the Great, who not 
<« only diſperſed them, but cut oft their ears, and branded them with 
* marks of Rebellion upon their Bodies ; a thing which the more 
« aged among them might yet 1efmember. Bur, adds he, that which 
* I am now going to urge them with, 1s what's plain and evident to 
« the younger ſort of them, not being- done under Adridx or Con- 
* fantins, but in an Emperors reign in our own time, not aboye 
© twenty years ago. For when Jutzar, who in impiety outwent all 
« before him, out of a defizn to-pervert them to' his Idolatrous Wor 
«* ſhip, pur them in mind of their ancient Rites and Sacrifices, thus 
**and thus was God Worſhipped by your Anceſters, they ingenu- 
«* ouſly conf-18d, rhey could n6t do it out of Jeruſalem, without 
* offering an immediate violence to their Religion ; Gzve us our City, 
* reſtore the Temple, let's fee the Holy of Holes, let s have an Altar, 
* and then you Gat quickly fee us offer Sacrifices, as onr fore- Fathers did 
'* of ols. The Wretches neither bluſhing to accept thele things 
< from a Pagan, nor conſidering that they attempted what was im- 
* poſſible. Had man only deſtroyd them, man might have reſtor'd 
& them ; but when *rwas God thar laid waft their City, what hu. 
© mane Power was able to reverſe the Divine Decree. For the 
Iſai. 14. 27. © Lord of Hoſts hath parpoſed, and who ſhall diſanul it ; 'and when his 
&« hand is ſtretched out, who ſhall turn it back ? But grant, Sirs, the Em- 
& peror ſhould- have reſtored the Temple, and rebuilt the Altar, as 
« you vainly hop'd he could ; could he alſo have bronght down fire 
& from Heaven, without which your Sacrifices would have been im- 
« pious and unacceptable. However the blind and obſtinate Wretches - 
*« perſiſted in their Supplications to the Emperor, to joyn with them/ 
«1n the Reſtauration of the Temple; who accordingly furniſh'd 
© them with Money, ſent them men of Authority for Overſeers, and 
« $kilful Artiſts from all parts, and left no Stone . unturn'd, thatſhe 
* might at once lay a Foundation to ſeduce them over to Idolatfous 
«* Worſhip, and defeat the PrediQtion of our Saviour. But he \who 
« raketh the wiſs in their own craftin' ſs, ſoon let him ſee that the Di- 
&« vine Oracles are impregnable, and that nothing can undermine 
* or overturn the Decrees of God. For no ſooner had they ſetu 
* on this impious Proje&t, and began to carry out the Rubbijh, and \ 
* clear the Foundations, and things were now ready for the Work, 
&« but a fire inimediately broke out from under the Foundations, that 
« conſum'd the Materials, rogether with the Workmen, and the 
* Tews that beheld it, which when Julian heard of, fearing to pull 
« down Vengeance upon his own head, - he left off the —_— 
« And if you go now to Jer»ſilem, you will ſee the Foundations Iy- 
«* ing bare and naked, and if you ask the reaſon, you'l meet with 
* no other Account than what I have given. And hereof we are 
<« all Witneſſes ; for theſe things hapned not long ſince in our own 
© time ; and conſider what a firm and unſhaken '1 riumph they give 
* to our Cauſe. For they hapned not in the Reign of Pious and 
© Chriſtian Emperors, leſt any ſhould pretend that Chriſtians came 
&« with armed Violence, and hindered the re-edification of the Tem- 
* ple ; no*twas then when our Religion was under” Hatches, when 
« we ſtood in danger of our Lives, when all Liberty ſd much as-of 
« ſpeaking 
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« ſpeaking was taken from us, when Paganiſm flouriſh'd, when 
« Chriſtians were forc'd to hide themſelves in their own Houſes, 
« 2nd others to fly into Deſerts and Wilderneſſes, this was the time 
« when theſe things hapned, that fo impudence it ſelf might not 
« have the leaſt ſhadow of pretence. And after all this doſt thou yet 
« doubt, O thou Je, when thou ſeeſt the Predition of Chriſt, and 
« the Teſtimony of the Prophets, and the event of things plainly 
« demonſtrating, and giving Sentence againſt thee ? But 'tis no won- 
« der, for ſuch has ever been the G-»:4s and temper of thy Nation, 
« ſhameleſs and contumacious, and always ready to oppoſe the moſt 
« clear and evident Demonſtrations. 

XIl. NOTHING further memorable concerning Cyri/! appears 
during Julia's Reign, more than that the Son of a Genrile Flamen » at 


« Theod. l. 3. 


Antioch, having embrac'd Chriſtianity, for which he was treated by © 14 t- 137- 


his' Father with all imaginable ſeveriry, made a hard ſhift to eſcape 
in Womans habit, and being firſt ſheltered by Melerivs of Antioch, 
was by him convey'd by night into Pal-ftine, to Cyril of Jeruſalem, 
who Gomnly harbour'd him while Julian livd, after whoſe death 
he. became the means of converting his own Father. How lon 

Cyril ſar quierly under the Reign of Valexs, when the Arian l_— 
carried all before it, is uhcertain. Probable it is, that towards the 
htter end of it he repoſſeſsd himſelf, and perhaps took hold of 
the Edit which a/ »+ publiſh'd not long before his death, whereby 
he recalld the Catholick Biſhops out of baniſhment ; and abour 
that time we find him there. For Sozomen ſpeaking of Theodoſims's 
entring upon the Government of the Fafter» Empire, tells us ”, that 


WL. 7. G2. 


the 4rians at that time had poſſeſs'd themſelves of all the Churches ?: 795- 
of the Exft, except J«ruſil-m ;, at which time (fays Socrates *) Cy- * i. 5.6. 3. 
ri did yet Govern that Church. About this time the See of Ce/ares + 250: 


in Paleſtine being invaded by ſeveral Competitors, Cyril advanc'd ! 
his Nephew G-/aſi2s to that See. A- man (fays Theodorit *) emi- 
nent both for his Life and DoQrine. This was that Gelaſizs >, that 
tranſlared Ryfiz:'s two Books of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, written as a 
ſupplement to Eſcbius, into Greek, with a large Praface of his own. 


T7 Epiph.Hereſ. 
LXXXIIL 


þ. 376 
> 4 


L. 5 8. 
þ. 207. 
* Phot. Cod. 
LXXXIX. 


But when is added, that he undertook this Work at the requeſt cu. 20g. 


of his Uncle, and eſpecially what ſome report, that it was carried on 
by their joynt endeavours, this is plainly impoſſible, Rufinus him- 
flf not writing that Hiftory till ſeveral years after Cyri/?s death. 
XIIT. IN the third year of his Reign, Theodofinus ſummon'd the fa- 
mous Council at Conſtantinople, one of the Chiefs or Prefidents where- 
Fugves and e£apyo;) was our Cyril. The Atts of that Synod we have 
related inthe Life of Nazianzen; that which is here proper to re- 
mark, is the Care they took of the three great. Sees ; Antioch, Con- 
ftantinople, and Jeruſalem. In the moſt ancient and holy Apoſtolick 
Church of Arrioch (as they call it ©) they plac'd Flavianus, as Suc- 


© id. Theod, 


ceſſor to Melerius, who dyed during the litting of the Council, Ar 45494-2114 


Conſtantinople they ſubſtituted N-&arius, in the room of Nazianzen, 
whoat the ſame time reſign'd that See. And then for the Morher- 
Church of Jeruſalem (fo they ftile it) they confirm'd Cyrif's right to 
that place, whom they honour with the Title of a »oft reverend and 
Religious Biſhop, They knew he had been for many years oppos'd 
and parkheme, diſgrac'd and _ by the Arian —_— and 

Z 2 there- 
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therefore thought it but juſt to do him right, and whatever malici. 
ous infinuations had been ſpread abroad to the contrary, to declare 
to all the World, that from the firtt he had been Canonically ordain. 
ed to that See, and had all along been a ſtout Nog 7 againſt the 
Arian Cauſe. An account of all which the year following (when 
the greateſt part of them again mer in Council at Conſtantinople )they 
ſent in a Letter to Pope Damaſus, that fo the Weſtern Biſhops might 
be acquainted with the true ſtate of things, and ſee that inall theſe 
Afﬀairs they had proceeded according to the Rules and Canons of 
the Church. I give no heed to the Arabian Writers 4, who tell 
us, that in this Synod, the See of Jeruſalem was eretted into a Pary;- 
arch:te, and the fifth and laft place in the Patriarchal Dignity allotted 
to him. A thing not done till many years after. Five years he liy'd 
after that Council, dying in the eighth year of Theodoſins © , Any, 
CCCLXXXVI. in a good old Age, andin a time of great Tranqui- 
lity and Peace. For though the former . part of his Life was ſtormy 
and troubleſome, yet God was pleas'd to grant him a calm and un. 
diſturb'd repoſe during the laſt eight years of his Life. It being ſome. 
times true 11 a Civil, no leſs than a Spiritual ſence, Mark the prr- 


feft, and behold the upright, for the end of that man is Peace. 


XIV. I N the Greet M-n2oz f , he is deſcrib'd to have been a man 
of a middle ſize, of a pale Complexion, very Hairy, ſomewhat flat 
nos, and of a full Viſage; his Eyebrows growing upright, his 
Cheeks well covered with white Hair, his Beard forked, and his 
whole meen and carriage importing an unpoliſh'd kind of ruſticity, 
As to his outward Life, he was a man that underwent great chan- 
ges and varieties of Fortune, paſſing through Honour and diſhonour, 
evil Report and good Report : Sometimes 1hining in a place of great 
Dignity and Eminency in theChurch,otherwhiles depos'd and baniſh'd 
and followed with all the rage and fierceneſs of implacable Enemies, 
and yet going off theStage at laſt in a bright and ſereneEveniag.A man 
of no inconſiderable Learning and Eloquence, of an exquiſite Piety, 
of an unwearied Patience, and quick Zeal and Reſolution againſt the 
Adverſaries of the Catholick Faith. Whoſe Books, eyen thoſe of 
the worſt of Hereticks, he read © in his younger years, on purpoſe 
that he might fortify and confirm the minds of his Auditors againſt 
the pernicious inſinuation of their falſe DoQrines. And though he 
has been accus'd, or ſuſpeQed at leaſt, of leaning to the” Arias, yet 
how unjuſtly, we have ſhewn before. And indeed he not only ac- 
knowledges the cguoiov or Conſubſtantial DoArine (as we ſee in the 
cloſe of his Letter to the Emperor) but clearly condemns © the Arian 


dogmata, as the great Apoſtacy of that Age, and the forerunner of 


Anti-chrift, men being (ſays he) betrayed by itching ears, and by 
ſmooth words, and ſoft inſinuations ſeduc'd over into a departure 
from the truth. His Writings (which the Ancients called CyrilGs) 
were many, whereof few now remain but his Catechetick LeQures, 
the fruit of his younger years. The whole (beſides the @epxghnywos 
or preparatory LeCEture) conſiſts of XXIII Sermons, whereof XVII 
were preach'd to the Competentes, or thoſe who ſtood Candidates for 
Baptiſm ; the other five are Myſtagogical, preach'd to thoſe who 
had lately been baptiz'd i , wherein be _ and accurately explains 


to them the ſeveral Parts, together with the particular Ritzs and 
Cere- 


| 2A 


this expreſſion, time enough to juſtifie ſuch a Speech at large. But 
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Ceremonies (then uſed in the Church) of the two great Myſteries 
or Sacraments of the Goſpel. To queſtion whether they be his (as 


ſome have done) is fooliſh and trifling, when they are not only quo- 


ted by Damaſcen, but expreſly mention'd by S. Jerom, and cited by 
Theodorit, the one contemporary with him, the other flouriſhing but 
a few years after him ; beſides that the date he fixes from the riſe 
of the Manichean Hereſie can agree to no other but himſelf, As for * 8+. cri. 
that paſſage, ſo much urged by ſome * , where he ſays, ' that the 2 _ or 
Croſs (which was found in the time of Conſtantine, the year after the aliq. 
Nicene Council) is extant with us pueyg onueepy even to this very day,as © X- 
if this muſt import the Author lived at a vaſt diſtance of time from ©” 
the finding of it ; to this it might be enough to ſay, that there 
were at leaſt twenty years between the diſcovery of the Crols; and 
Cyril ſpeaks not concerning the diſcovery of our Saviour's Croſs, but ” 44 14. 
that it had laſted ſeveral Ages, and was ftill in being among them =, {05414 
ready to be produc'd as a monument of the truth of our Lord's dy- Xi. p. 322. 
ing at Ferwſalem. Which is evidently his meaning in that place. And *'"-7- 34% 
des this, nothing can be plainer than that Cyri/ oft uſes that 
Phraſe to imply no more, than ow, or at this time. Thus ſpeaking 
of the Emperors having ſubmitted themſelves to Chriſtian, WE = catech. 1x 
ſee (fays he ") the Princes of the World diretted and taught by #- 44: 
Ecclefiaftick Perſons ueyer cher, at this day ; which juſt before 
he had explained by 7 7 pvgigv, at this preſent time. And yet 
it was not then above XL. years, ſince Conſtantine firſt embraced the 
Chriſtian Faith. That now and then a paſlage ſhould be leſs accu- 
rately expreſs'd, is ndt to be wondered at by him, that conſiders, that 
they were Sermons preach'd in his younger _ and then too de- 
livered without ay curious Art, any exquiſite ſtudy or deliberation, 
In thoſe LeQtures that he preach'd ad 1l»minatos, he admirably trains 
up Perſons for Baptiſm, by inſtrufting them in all the main grounds 
and Principles of the Chriſtian Faith. Wherein like a wiſe and good 
man he accommodates ® himſelf tothe genius and underſtanding of 
his Hearers, expreſſing himſelf in a plain and familiar ſtyle, with- 
out any pompous ſtrains of Eloquence, any profound Arguments, or 
philoſophick Reaſonings, delivering his mind in eafie and ſimple 
terms, back*'d with _—_— Texts out of the holy Scriptures, ſtu- 
diouſly avoiding all elaborate Compoſitions, and ſpeaking for the 
moſt without any great premeditation, whence they are ſtyled xa- 
myoynouts g45/ below, extempore Leftures, But above all the Prepara- 
tory Parts of the Chriſtian DoCtrine, he is careful to explain to them 
the ſeveral Articles of the Creed, into which they were to be bap- 
tizd. He had in the fourth Catechiſe given a ſhort curſory expli- 
cation of all the important Articles that concern the three Perſons in 
the Trinity, which he afterwards runs over again, and inſiſts upon 
at large in his Explication of the Creed.” And becauſe perhaps it 
may be both a pleaſure and an advantage to the Reader to know 
what Creed it was, that was uſed of old in the Church of Jeruſa- 
lem (where the Chriſtian Faith had been firſt planted, and by whom 
it had been preſerv'd through ſeveral ages) this being the ancient 
Oriental Creed mention'd by Rufinus, neither exaQly the ſame with 


that ſettled by the Synod of Nice, nor with that afterwards agreed 
trport 


*Pid. Cate): 
IV. p. 76. 
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upon in the Council of Conſtentinople, we ſhall here for a Concluſion 
pick up and put together the ſeveral Articles of it according to the 
order, wherein he expounds it, only premiſing, that the Con/tanting. 
politan Creed ſeems intirely to have been made up out of this and the 
Nicene, there being ſeveral expreflions in this, which were after. 


wards adopted into that Creed. 
The Creed anciently us'd in the Church of 


Jeruſalem. 
«* Catech. VI. 


311,138, | Believe in one God*, the Father *, Alnighty*, maker of des 
£ VIIL p.173- ven and Earth, and of all things viſible and inviſible 4 ; * Ad in 
*0 p. 181, one Low Teſns Chriſt, f the only begotten Son of God, begotten of 
*x.9.157. the Father befoze all Words, true God, by 
f xl. p. 218, Made; * who was incarnate, and made man 

2112-245, Dries * and the third day he roſe again from the ve | 

254- into Þeaven, and ſits at the right hand of the Father ; * and ſhall 
np mn come anain with Glow to judge 
«v..-2;5 dom ſhall have no end: ' And in Ghoſt, the Comfozter, who 
351,391. Cpake by the Prophets; ® in one Baptiſm $02 the Remiſſion of ſins, 
»> £41477 and in one holy Catholick Church, and in the Reſurrection of the fleſh, 
2.470- 499% An the Life everlaſting, 


His W rirtinGs. 


.Genuine. Suppoſititious, 


Catecheſes ud WMuminatos XVII. Oratio de occurſu Domini. 
Catechefſes Myſt agogice V. Epiftola ad Auguſtinum de miraculis 
Epiſtola ad Conſftauntium Imp. de Ap- Flieronymi, Lat. 

paritiom rue. 


The end of S. Cyril's Life. 
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The time and place of his Nativity, and-nobility of his Deſcent. A ſvarm 
of "Bees ſerrling about. his month as te "lay tft. the Cradle.” A ſportive 
prifage of this futyre Biſhoprick.. The care of bis Education. © His plead. 

-tng Canſjes. - Hi \Commiſſion tobe Governor of Inſubria, &c. with con. 
ſular Dignity. The greatneſs of the City of Milan. The death of Aux. 
entius Biſhop of that See. The providing 4 fit Succeſſor recommended 
by the Emperor to the Provincial Biſhops. Ambroſe his Exhortation 
upon that occaſion. The choice unanimouſly caſt upon him. His poſitive 
refuſal,and artifices us'd to decline it. His flight © forc'd to come in upon 
the Emperor's Proclamation. The general joy and ſatisfattion at his 
Conſecration. His Ordination, how far juſtifiable according to the Ca- 
nons. Communicatory Letters ts him from all Parts. S. Baſil; 
friendly Letter to him. His ordering his domeſtick Affairs for the bet- 
ter diſcharge of his Epiſcopal Office. His Theological Studies under the 
aſſiſtance of Simplician. His diligence in reforming his Dioceſs, and 
the exerciſes of his way Life. The irruption of the Northern Ne 
tions into Italy. His flight into Illyricum, and viſiting Rome. The 


cure of a Paralytick Woman, ſaid to be done there by his Prayers. His 
Books de Fide upon what occaſion written. The trouble created him by 
the Arian Empreſs Juſtina. His impartial advice, . and reſolute carriage 
towards the 10wng Emperor Valentinian. His coxſecrating Anemmius 
Biſhop of Sirmium, and what happened there. Euthymius his deſign 
rd ſurprize him, requited with the ſame puniſhment upon himfclf. 


T. Ambroſe, though by diſcent a Citizen of Rome, 
and of a noble Family, was yet born in France, 
G50 and inal probability at Arles, the Metropolis of 
| Gallia Narbonenſis, that being the ordinary reſi- 
dence of the Pretorian Preteft. Ihdeed Aries 
was a place of great renown, and as *twas at this 
time the Court of the Imperial Lieutenant, fo 
« Clar. ub. *twas afterwards the Seat Royal of a Kingdom. A City of that 
carm-8. þ-239- ſplendor and magnificence, that it is ſtyl'd by Auſonius* , Gallula Roma, 
Ke Gallick Rome, as well for the greatneſs of the place, as for its bein 
> Paulix. vit. a Roman Colony. Here then we preſume to place his Nativity,whic 
——_ ; happened about the year CCCXXXIII at what time his Father * 
(whoſe name alſo was Ambroſe) was Prefetus Pretorio Galliarum, or 
the Emperor's Lieutenant in France, and the other Weſtern Provinces 
under his juriſdiction, one of the-higheſt places of truſt and honour 
in the Rowan Empire. The youngeſt he was of three Children, 
Marcellina and Satyrus being born before him. He was nurs'd in the 
Pretorium, or Governours Palace, and ſleeping one day in his Cradle 
in the open Court, a ſwarm of Bees ſettled about his face, and gently 
crept in and out of his open mouth without doing him the leaſt harm. 
Which his Father, who was then walking hard by, perceiving, 
charg*d the Maid that attended him, not to diſturb or Creve them 
away, who ſoon after mounted up aloft into the Air, till they quite 
vaniſh'd out of ſight. Surpriz'd with the accident, he told thoſe 
that were about him (and” *twas' a true Preſage) this Boy, if he 
lives, will prove a great man. . How long his Father liv'd after this, 
is not known, *ris probable he died during his Government in _ 
| arts, 
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Parts. After whoſe deceaſe his Mother with the whole Family re- 
ruro'd to Rome, and the place is {till ſhew'd where their Houſe ſtood, 
turn'd at this day into a Convent of Benedi#ine Monks. Amongſt 
the ſportive Paſlages of his Childhood, this is not the leaſt memorable, 
that when he eſpied his Mother and Siſter kiſſing the Biſhop's hand, 

according to the pious Reverence which in thole dayes they paid to 
by Governours of the Church) he merrily offered them his hand to - 
kis, which he told them they ought to do, for that he was ſure he 
ſhould be a Biſhop. His Education was ſuitable to his Birth, liberal 
and jngenuous, and as he grew up, he made himſel{ Maſter of all 
the Learning that Rome or Greece could afford : and for Religion, he / 
was form'd to that, eſpecially.by the Care and Councils of his Siſter 


Marceflins, who omg devoted her ſelf to a itate of Celibacy, ſpent LT 
e 


her time in the Exerciſes of Piety and Devotion, and by her converſe 
andexample, train'd him upto a life of Vertue, and ſecur'd him from 
thoſe ſnares and vices, which a place of ſo many Charms and Temp- 
tations as Rowe was, muſt have betray'd him to. - 

I. HE was now grown up to years of maturity, and being ac- 
compliſh'd with all ſecular Learning, thought it time to enter upon 
the publick Stage, and to that end betook himſelf to praQtice in the 
Court of the Pr.etorian Prefet,where he pleaded Cauſes with ſo much 
ſmartneſs and dexterity, that he was ſoon taken .notice of by Anicius 
Probus lately made Pretorian Prefett of Italy, a Perſon of great emi- 
nency and duty, who made choice of him to be of his Council. 
To this Anicins Probus we find a Reſcript © of the Emperor Yalenti- 


zian dated at Triers Ann. CCCLXIX. in which year, probably, he ox. r:4. 
was advanc'd to that Office. And being to ſend out Governours in- proz.1. 5. 


to the ſeveral Provinces of his juriidiftion, he had an eſpecial eye 


upon Ambroſe *, to whom he committed the Provinces of Inſubria, * Paulin. ib, 
Emnlia, and Lignria, containing a good part of Gallia Ciſalpina, in- ?: * 


veſting him with Conſular Power and Dignity, and diſpatching him 
with this ſhort inſtruQtion, intimating the mildneſs- and clemency of 
his Government , go thy way (faid he) and govern more like a Biſhop 
than a Trdpe, little dreaming of what happened afterwards. Thus 
commiſſioned, he entered __ his Charge, taking up his reſidence 
at M:/an, the capital City of the Province, indeed the Metropolis of 
the whole I:alick Dioceſs, the uſual Seat of the Weſtern Emperors, ' or 
their prime Miniſters ; being reckon'd one of the four prime Cities of 
Its, and one of the ten greateſt Cities in Exrope, a place renowned 
for the Antiquity of its ſtanding,(being built (they ſay) CCCXXXIX, 
before our Saviour's Incarnation,) for the pleaſantneſs of its Situation, 
the largeneſs of its Circuit, (its very Suburbs equalling many great 
Cities) the Beauty and Elegancy of its Churches, neatneſs and ſtate- 
lineſs of its Buildings, the fame of its Univerſity, ingenuity and dex- 
terity of its Artificers, the temperature of its Air, fertility of Soyl, 
kenty of Proviſions, richneſs of Traffick, and populouſneſs of its In- 
bitants; upon all which, and many more accounts it deſervedly 
bears the title of Milano grande, Milen the great : But in nothing great- 
er than in its honourable relation to that great perſon, of whom we 
write, in whom it prides it ſelf, as in its nobleſt Ornament. Five 
years he had continued in his Government, which he managed with 
admirable prudence and juſtice, when an unexpetted accident madea 
Aa3 great 
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great alteration in his fortunes, and engaged him in a quite different 
courſe of life. | 

III. AUXENTTUS Biſhop of Milan, the chief ſupporter of Ar;.. 
»iſm in the Weſtern World, had beeri more than once Synodically de. 
pos'd : But being a man hardy and confident, till kept his ground, 
and by his ſly inſinuation at Court, ſometimes plauſibly colluding, . 
therwhiles peremptory ——_ the things charg'd upon him, had 
baffled all attempts againſt him, till death at laſt put the Sentence in. 
to full execution, .the man dying A»mwoCCCLXXIV, whoſe death was 
no ſooner ſpread abroad, but the Biſhops of the Province met together 
about the ele&ion of a Succeſſor , whom the Emperor ſent for, and 
told them, that they whoſe buſineſs it was to be peculiarly converſant 
in the Divine Volumes, beft underſtood the qualifications of a fit per- 
ſon for that place, that he ſhould be one, who might inſtru@ his peo. 
ple not only by his DoQtin but his Life, ſet forth himſelf as an Exem. 
plar of univerſal goodneſs and virtue, and make his Converſation 
give teſtimony to the DoQtine that he preacht. Chooſe ſuch a one 
(faid he) and place him _ the Epiſcopal Throne, and we our ſelves 
will readily ſubmit our Crowns and Scepters to his councils and di. 
reftion, and as men obnoxious to humane frailttes, will receive his 
reproofs and admonitions as the moſt wholſom Phyſick. The Biſhops 
humbly beſought his Majeſty, that as one capable enough to judge, 
he would pleaſe to nominate the Perſon. But he modeſtly declin'd 
it, telling them *twas too great an affair for him to meddle in, and 
that they themſelves were upon all accounts fitter to make a wiſer 
and better choice. With that they took their leave, and went to the 
Cathedral to conſult about it. And now different Intereſts began to 
ſhew themſelves : though Auxentins was dead, his Party was yet a- 
live, and vigorouſly contended for a man of their Communion, and 
big words were ſpoken of what they would do, if they were rejeCted; 
the Catholicks on the other hand bowing as hard for an Orthodox 
Biſhop. . FaCtions = ſtrong, and the whole City was divided, and 
things openly tended to a Tumult and Infurre&ion : which Ambrefe 
hearing, and being ready according to the duty of his place to 
vent all publick diforder, haſten'd immediately to the Church, where 
in a grave and pathetical Oration he exhorted the people to peace and 
concord, and to a quiet ſubmiſſion to the Laws. His Speech ended, 
the voice of a Child was heard from amidſt the Crowd, Ambroſe i 
Biſhep. The hint was ſoon taken, and as if it had been a voice from 
heaven the whole Company unanimouſly cried out, that Ambroſe 
{ſhould be the man : And herein both Catholicks and Arians did the 
more readily conſent, in that neither Party ſeem'd to have got the 
better of the other. 

IV. AMBROSE was infinitely ſaurpriz'd at the paſſage, and 
the + mo Acclamations of the people , and peremptorily refuſed to 
comply with them. And to let them ſee how unfit he was to make 
a Biſhop, he put on a rough mercileſs humour : for going out of the 
Church, he ſat down on the Bench of Juſtice, and ending for ſome 
Malefa&ors to be brought before him, commanded them to be rackt 
with great rigor and ſeverity, hoping by this means to take off the 
edg of the peoples inclination towards hmm, whoyet nothing diſcou- 


* rag'd, cried out, our fin be upon w. This artifice failing, he tried an- - 


other, 
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other, contriving it, that Women of lewd and common fame ſhould 
be ſeen publickly going into, and about his houſe, which he doubted 
not would be looked upon as highly unbecoming a perſon deſign'd for 
the Epiſcopal Office. But the people quickly {melt it out to be a piece 
of pageantry, and with redoubled importunity cried out, your ſin be 
| #pon ws. No remedy was now left, but direCtly to run away. Ac- 
cordingly at mid-night he ſtole our of the City, and deſign'd for T:- 
cinum 4 nel _—__ City, but miſſed his way ; and having wan- 
dred up and down all night, found himſelf in the morning again at 
Milan at the Roman Gate. He is preſently laid hold on, anda Guard 
ſet about him, till the Emperors pleaſure might be known in the caſe, 
without whoſe leave no publick Officer might be admitted to holy 
Orders ; but in that they met with no oppolition, for the Emperor 
knowing him to be a man of ſingular integrity eaſily gave his conſent. 
Ambroſe in the mean while had again made his eſcape, and with- 
drawn himſelf to the Country-houle of one Lawrextive, a great man, 
and his intimate friend, with whom he had hid himſelf, And now 
they were wholly at a loſs how to retrive him. But the Empe- 
ror had given order to the Y7carius or Lievtenant of the Civil Dioceſs 
to ſee the thing effeftually done ; and he had publiſht an EdiQ that 
none under peril of his head, and confiſcation of his Eſtate ſhould dare 
to conceal him. Laurentius hereupon was forc'd to break up his San- 
Quuary, and brought him back to Man ; and now ſeeing *twas to no 
urpoſe any longer to reſiſt the pleaſure of the Divine Providence, 
| he yielded to lay down the publick Rods and Axes, and to take up 

the Croſter, only demanding that he might be baptiz'd by a Catho- 
lick Biſhop, for as yet was only a Catechumen. So he was baptiz'd, 
and eight days after with the univerſal acclamation of the people ſ6- 
lemnly conſecrated to that See, the Emperor himſelf (who was pre- 
ſent at the Ordination) concluding the Solemnity with his ſhort gra- 
tulatory Addreſs to heaven, TI thank thee, O Lord Almighty, and our S4- 
viour, - that thou hat made choice of this perſon to whom I had committed 
the power over mens bodies, to be intruſted with the Souls of men , and 
thereby haſt declared my Choice to be fit and juſt. And indeed the Em- 
peror highly honoured him, and hearkned to his admonitions with a 
uſt ſubmiſſion and reverence. And therefore when not long after 
he complain'd to him of the Miſdemeanours of ſome in Authority, 
aperavating their faults with great freedom and impartiality, the 
good Emperor anſwered, 1 was heretofore no ſtranger to this liberty you 
take, and yet was ſo far from oppoſing, that I freely conſented to your Ordi- 
nation : 20 08 therefore as the Divine Law commanas,and cure the diſtem- 
pers and maladies, which we are apt to fall into. 

V. HOW far his Ordination was juſtifiable by the Eccleſiaftick 
Laws of thoſe times might be diſputed. ?*Tis certain, it was not 
ſtriftly regular according to the ſtated Cuftoms and Canons of the 
Church, which diſallow tumultuary EleCtions, eſpecially of unbap- 
tized Laymen, and require f gradual approaches, and due diſtances 
of time both for Baptiſm and Ordination. But in this caſe- tis evi- 
dent,there were extraordinary appearances of Gods immediate appro- 
bation, ſo that the Biſhops that were met about the Ordination,judg'd 
It to proceed #xmvos Fi from a Divine appointment, and the Em- 
peror and the whole City were —_ It was rum #990, (As — 
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has it) Gods own peculiar Work, .3x.2 YnpO. (as ris in Theodorit) a 
x Lc.cit. ui Tivine Eleftion, And thus the Apoſtolick Canons e expreſly 
- "agg © prohibit any new baptized Perſon to be made Biſhop, « win x7! Sa 
24g4y, unleſs it be done according to the Divine Grace and Favour, 
that is, ſay the Scholiaſts, « pi Tv zaoxaAvgley wes avs, unlels it be 
ſome way reveaPd that he ought to be the man, Beſides, the Ca- 
nons in this caſe were ſometimes ſuſpended, either when the minds 
of the People could not be otherwiſe quieted, or when the Perſon 
eleRed being of extraordinary Quality, was — to be highly 
uſeful to the Church, and that the neceſſity of Atairs would nor ad- 
mit the returns and Formalities of cuſtomary Ordination : Two in- 
ſtances whereof the Reader may remember we have already noted, 
the one that of Euſcbius S. Bis Predeceflor in the See of Ceſzrea, 
the other of Ne&#arius Biſhop of Conſtantinople, The news of his 
Conſlecration being diſpers'd abroad, eſpecially by his own Epiltles 
ſent as the cuſtom-was to the moſt eminent Prelates, Communicato- 
ry Letters arriv'd from all Parts, the Weſter» Biſhops frankly teſtify- 
ing their approbation of his Ordination, He wrote likewife into the 
Eft, and among others to S. Baſi/, who was highly pleas'd with his 
k pſi. Faith, Epiſtle, and returnd an Anſwer, * wherein he congratulates his Pro- 
LV. 7-4 motion to that See, and that God had made choice of ſo conſiderable 
a Perſon, a man ſeleCted out of the imperial City, and imtruſted with 
the Government of Provinces, a Perſon eminent for his Wiſdom, and 
the Lite, of his Houſe, for the exemplary vertue and integrity of 


un” 


his Life, the powerfulneſs of his Rhetorick, and his wiſe condut of 
Secular Afairs,and that he had brought him over tothe care and over- 
ſight of Chriſt's Flock : Concluding with this pious Council, © go 
& on therefore, O thou man of God, and ſince thou haft not receiv'd 
* or learnt the Goſpel of Chriſt from man, but that our Lord him- 
&« ſelf has taken thee from among the Secular Judges, and tranſlated 
& thee to an Apoſtolick Chair, fight the good fight, corre&t and re- 
« form the Diſtempers of the People, if any be infefted with the 
« Arjax Contagion ; revive the ancient Tras and Footſteps of the 
« Fathers, andby frequent intercourſe of Letters build up x wh Foun- 
« dation of love and kindneſs thou haſt now laid between us ; that 
« how far diſtant ſoever we be otherwiſe in our Habitations, our 
« minds and ſpirits may be near at hand to converſe together. 
VI. THAT he might with leſs diſtraQtion attend the cares of bis 
Paſtoral Charge, his firſt work was to diveſt himſelf of his Eſtate : 
i Paulin.bp.8 His Money * and Goods he preſently beſtowed upon the Poor, þis 
Lands he ſettled upon the Church, only making his Siſter Marcel- 
lina Tenant for Life ; the care of his Houſe and Family he committed 
intirely to his. Brother Satyrs, that ſa he might have nothing to hin- 
der him from, the immediate duties of his place. And: becauſe the 
courſe and manner of his Life had hitherto kept him from converſing 
much with Theologick ſtudies, he contrafted an intimate Friendſhip 
k Aug. Confeſſ. with Simplician * a Presbyter of Rome, a man of ”U learning, and 
{8.2% A pious Life, and who had accompliſh'd himſelf both by Foreign 
£11 p. 62. Travels, and Domeſtick Studies. Him he drew over to Milan, and 
to his Tutorage he reſign'd himſelf, by which means he ſoon arrivd 
to a very exatt knowledg of the Mytteries and Controverſies of the 
Chriltian Faith. For which he ever after treated —_—_ as + 
' riend, 
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Friend, reverd him as a Maſter, and loved him as a Father. Nay 
Cod himſelf ſeems ro have rewarded the pains he took with this 
ood man, ſo that though at this time he was of a great Ape, yet 
Fe lived to ſucceed S. 4mbroſe in the See of Mi/2ny. With infinite 
diligence did our new Biſhop apply himſelf to the Reformation of 
his Dioceſs, he reſtor'd the Diſcipline of the Church, reviv'd the 
almoſt decayed Rites and Solemnirties of Divine Worſhip, compos'd 
Differences among Neighbours, purg'd mens minds from errors, and 
pluck'd up thoſe 47/4» [ares which for many years had been ſown 
among(t them, fo that his Church now enjoy'd a happy Calm. And 
this opportunity he took of employing his vacant hours in writing ; 
for a [one more than two years | = his entrance upon that See 
he wrote his three Books de Virginibus, dedicared to his Siſter Mar- 
cellins, wherein he deſcribes the excellency of that ſtate of Life, and 
hys down Rules for the better conduQt and management of it. A- 
bout this time alſo, or not long after, he ſet upon his Commentaries 
upon Luke, and perhaps his three Books of Offices, compos'd in imi- 
cation of thoſe written by the great Roman Orator. 


VII. But theſe calm Sunſhine-dayes laſted not long. About the 
year CCCLXXVIE the Goths, Huwmns, Alani, Taifali, Sarmate, and 
other barbarous North-ra Nations broke in upon ſeveral Parts of the 
Roman Empire, and in the iſſue fell foul upon one another. We 
find a Tribe of them fſertling in 74/y, ® in ſome parts not far from 
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whole Country under a mighty Conſternation, to avoid whoſe fury 
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S. Ambr1fe, and ſeveral others fled into 1lyricum, there to ſhelter them- ?- 5s-+ 


ſelves in a miſerable baniſhment, Nos qu9q; in Illyrico exules patria, 


Grrhoruns exili« focernnt, as his own Words ® are. This opportuni- = comn. in 


y (if I conjeAure righr, for my Author fixes no other date, than 
that it was ſome years after his Ordination) he took to viſit Rome 
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the Seat of his Anceſtors, and the place of his Education. Coming («pr 


thither, he found his Mother dead, and his Siſter with her Virgin- 
Companion, who for many years had joyn'd with her in the 7 
Profeſſion, cohabiting together, as he had left them, who kiſſin 
his hand at the firſt Salutation, he ſmiPd, ſee »ow (faid he) you if 
4 Biſhops hand, as I formerly told you, referring to a paſſage in- his 
Childhood, which we noted before. While he continued at Rome, 
he was invited by a noble Matron that dwelt in the Tranſtiberine Re- 
gion, to celebrate the holy Euchariſt in her Houſe (probably the 
common Confuſions, and great Power of the Gezti/es at that time at 
Rome had made the publick Congregations leſs ſafe or convenient: ) 
which beinz notſed in the Neighbourhood, a Woman that kept a 
blick Bath, but who then lay bed-rid of a Palſie, cauſed her ſelf to 
conveyed thirher in a Chair, and importun'd the holy Biſhop to 
intercede with Heaven for her. And while he was praying over, 
and laying his thands upon her, ſhe caught faft hold of his Garments, 
which ſhe embrac'd and kifs*d, which was no ſooner done, but ſhe 
found her ſtrength return, and forthwith roſe up and walked. Long 
he continued not in exile, before the Providence of God made 
for his re-1rn. For Frizeri4 the Emperor's General having totally 
vanquiſh'd * that ſwarm of barbarous People, ſlew Farnobins —_—_ 
om- 
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Commander, and a great part of the Army, and the relt that eſcap'q 
the Sword, he drove quite out of Jraly. 

VIII. THE Eafterz Empire was 11 the mean while miſerably infe. 
ſted with theſe North. rn inroads, for whole relief (//2/-z5 beingthen 
in the remote Eaſtern parts) Grattan (Son of the late deceas'd E:mpe. 
ror /Val-atizian) Traisd an Army, but hearing that ſome of the Ger. 
»ns had invaded France, was forc'd for the preſent to turn his For. 
ces again{t them. But before he march'd, he wrote to S. Ambroſe, 
to come to him, and more accurately to inſtrut him in the ſo much 
controverted Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and that both by Word 
and Writing. Which he did, and upon that occaſion wrote his 
Books de Fid-, dedicated to the Emperor, which he enlarg'd to five, 
therein fully diſcuſſing the Queſtions which the Aras had ſtarted 
concerning the Son of God, and the Dottrine of the Trinity ; to 
whi-h as an Appendage he afterwards added (which the Emperor 
by Letter ? particularly deſired of him) his three Books de Spirits San- 
fo, to prove the Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt. And now began thoſe 
Troubles that exercis'd him the greateſt part of his Life. Juſfting, 
the Empreſs Dowager, reli of the elder /alentinian, had by means 
of his Uncle Cereals advanc'd her young Son YValextian, Gratiar's half. 
Brother, to be his Colleague in the Empire. A great Patroneſs ſhe 
was of the Arian Party 4 , but had cunningly diſſembled her Inclina- 
tions that way during the Life of her Husband. Who being now 
dead, {he began openly to ſeaſon her Son with thoſe impious Prin- 
ciples, and to inſtil into him a diſlike of Ambroſe, whom yet ſhe re. 
ſolv'd firſt to attempt by fair means, and to that end ſet her Son up- 
on him. The good Biſhop gravely put him in mind of the Faith 
and Religion of his Father, adviſing him to keep the Portion that 
he had received, inviolable z he ſhew'd him the difference between 
the Arian and the Catholick Doctrine, that the one had been im- 
mediately deriv'd from the mouth of our Lord and his Apoſtles, the 
other quite contrary, being plainly repugnant to the Divine Revela- 
tion. The young Prince impatient of Contradiction, grew into Cho- 
ler, and commanded his Guards to ſurround the Church : Which 
yet nothing diſmayd the holy man, who ſmil'd at it asa vain ſcare- 
crow. Whereat the Emperor being more exaſperated, openly com: 
manded him to come out of the Church. Thar, replyed the Bithop, 
T can never willingly conſ-nt to, I will not betray the Sheepfold to the 
Wolves, nor deliver up the holy Church to ſuch impious intruders. If 
you have a mind to diſpatch me, you have Swords and Spears within, dot 
here. Such a death I am ready moſt willingly to undergo. But of this more 
afterwards. 

IX. It hapned about this time, Ann. CCCLXXK. that the See of 
Sirmium was vacant. Tuſtina that had a quick eye upon all advan- 
tages, took care preſently ro make a Party there for the Promotion 
of an Ariz» Biſhop. To oppoſe whoſe Deſigns Ambroſe © immedt- 
ately haſtned thither, (and a learned man * obſerves, and urges it as 
an evidence that Ihricum was then under the Jurisdition of the See 
of Milan) and being ſat down in the Epiſcopal Chair, a Maid of the 
Ariaxy Parry confidently came up to him, and taking hold of his Gar- 
ment, endeavoured to pull him down to a Party of Women, who 


ſtood ready to have murdered, and thrown him out of the Church; 
" but 
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but he told her, though I be unworthy of ſo venerable an Office, yet 
it becomes neither you nor your Profeſſion, to lay violent hands up- 
on the meaneſt Biſhop: For which you have reaſon to fear the 
Judgment of God, leſt ſome miſchief do befal you. And ſo indeed 
it came to paſs, For the next day ſhe dyed, and was buried, whoſe 
Funeral (to let the World ſee how eaſily he could return good for 
evil) he attended to her Grave. An Accident that ſtruck a might 
Terror into the whole Party, and made them for that thne cel. 
So having peaceably ordain'd Azemmins to that See, he return'd to 
Milan, where he found the evil Spirit of 4r:ia» Malice and Revenge 
ſtill haunting him. J«ſ#inz laid Snares for him in every place,and 
made as many _ him, as ſhe could by any Arts get over to her 
Party. Some ſhe corrupted with Bribes, others ſhe attempted by 
iing them Places of Honour and Dignity, if they would ſeize 
im 1n So Church, and forcibly carry him into Baniſhment. This 
ſeveral attempted, but in vain, God ſtill ProteQting him : Nay E- 
thymins more zealous than the reſt had taken a Houſe adjoyning to 
the Church, and thereinto privately convey'd a Chariot, into which 
he defignd ſuddenly to clap him, and then hurry him away; But 
his Miſchief ———_ upon his own head. For the next year on that 
yery day that he intended to ſurprize Ambroſe, he was himſelf put 
into the ſame Chariot, and carryed into Baniſhment. So viſibly ma- 
ny times is the Lord known by the Fudement which he exeenteth, while 
the wicked is ſnared in the work of his own hands, while they ſink down 
into the Pit that they make, and in the Net which they hide, is their own 


faot taken, However either by miſinformation or importunity they 
had ſo far prevail'd upon the Emperor Gratian, that he ſeiz'd * one 


of the Churches, which they had ſued wt kept it in his hand, 11. 


and upon better thoughts without any follicitation ſoon reſtor'd it 


to S. Ambroſe back again. 
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His Afts from the meeting of the Synod at Aquileia, till the death 
of Gratian. 


The Arians Petition the Emperor for a publick hearing. A Synod indi- 
Hed at Aquileia, The time of meeting, and number of Biſhops. The 
proceedings of the Synod againſt Palladius and Secundianus, rwo Ari. 
an Biſhops. The Charge preſs'd by Ambroſe, and the (huſfling replies 
of Palladius. His exceptions againſt his Judges, and the manner of 
Procedure. His Sentence pa Pd by particular Votes. The Condemns. 
tion of Secundianus, 4s alſo of Attalus «2d Valens, two Arian Pref. 
byters. Synodal Letters written to the —_ The truth of the 
Ads of this Council defended againſt Chiffletius. Another Synod at 
Aquileia about the caſe of Urſicinus. Synodal Epiſtles to Theodo. 
ſius about the Union of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches, the Schifm 
at Antioch, and the cafe of Nazianzen and Maximus ar Conſtanti. 
nople. . Ambroſe his Book de Incarnationis Dominic Sacraments 
written upon what occaſion. The riſe of the Priſcillian Hereve, The 
Author of it wigorouſly oppos*d by Ambroſe. The Quarrel between 

. him and Macedonius 4 great Officer upon that account. His undaunt- 
ed interceding. for the Pardon of a condemned Neobleman. The Re: 
bellion of Maximus, Governour of the Army in Brittain. His mur- 
thering the Emperor Gratian, 'and ra pop of the Empire. S. Am- 
broſe his Embaſſy to him. The death of his Brother Satyrus, and 
his Faneral Oration for him, 


| OTWITHSTANDING the vigorous endeavours of the Em- 

preſs Juſtina, the Arian Caule loſt ground in the Wet, and 

being _ hard upon by the Catholicks, they appeal'd to a more 

publick hearing, pretending they were miſ{-repreſented, and that 

they would ſtand or fall by the Confeſſion made ſome years ſince in 

the Synodat Ariminum. In order hereunto Palladius and Secundia- 

us, two- Arian Biſhops, andthe only chief ſticklers for the Cauſe, 

*Y;4.Gratian. PEtition'd * Gratian at his coming to Sirmium for a general Council, 
jy or £- to be conven'd out of all parts of the Roman Empire, hoping that if 
1uil. cone, they could effe@ this, whatever they might want in the Weſt, the 
T. Il. col. 979. Eaſter Prelates _ —_ lay the ſtrength of their Party) 
_ =—_ would turn the Scale. d the Emperor it ſeems had granted theif 
” Requeſt. Which when S. Ambroſe underſtood, he repreſented to: 

him the inconvenience of the thing, that a General Council was 

wholly needleſs in this Caſe, the areeſs Party being inconſiderable, 

and that himſelf, and ſome of the Neighbour Biſhops were abun- 

dantly enough for their Confutation, that it was unreaſonable for 

the ſake of two rotten Hereticks (as.the Council Styles them) to 

trouble the Governors of the Church through the whole Empire, 

many of whom were upon the Account of diſtance, age, infirmity, 

or poverty, altogether unable to take ſo long a Journey, or to be 


abſent from their Cures. Hereupon a Synod out of Italy and = 
Neigh- 
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Neighbouring Provinces was indifted at 4qui/eie, where riiet of Ira: 
lan, Dalmatian and French Biſhops with the Legates from Africk and 
France to the number of XXXIL S. Ambroſe, I conceive, as Metro- 
litan was Preſident of the Council, to whom the * Synodicon with- 
out any warrant joyns 4/cholias Biſhop of _ his namenei- 
ther appearing among the reft, nor ſo much as once mention'd in 
all the TranſaCtions of che Synod. Several private and preliminary 
Conferences the Fathers had with the two 4r/a» Biſhops, but ng 
ood being done, they met in a Synodal Aſſembly Sepremb. V. Arp. 
CCCLXXXI. and the Preſident having propos'd that for the clearer 
juſtification of their ations, the Proceedings of the Synod might be 
entred upon Record, the Emperor's Letter was firſt read, whereby 
they were ſummon, and conſticuted Judges of the Cauſe before 
them. Then was read an Epiſtle of Ari«s, containing the chief points 
of his dogmats, and Paladins required to declare what he thought con- 
cerning it. Paladins anſwered, that by the Emperor's Letters which 
they had read, it was evident, that they had heen the Cauſe, why 
there had not been a full and general Council, that the Biſhops of 
their Party (meaning the Oriental;ſts) were abſent, and therefore 
they could not anſwer. m—_ replyed, that this was done in com- 
lyance with the Cuſtom of former times, whereby the Oriental Bi- 
were wont to aſſemble in the Ef, and at the fame time the 
Weſtern in the Weſt. However to take away all pretence of cavil- 
ling, the PrefeQ& of Iraly had ſent a Summons to them of the Ef, 
that if they pleas'd, they might convene with them ; but they keep- 
ingto their old courſe, had ſtaid art home. The other pleaded, that 
it was a fraud, and that they had herein circumvented and impoſed 
upon the Emperor, and therefore he was not obliged to anſwer. But 
Ambroſe ſetting aſide the Caſe of the Exftern Prelates, preſs'd hard 
for a poſitive anſwer : You have heard ( /aid he) A4rizss Epiſtle read, 
you are wont when challenged, to deny your {elf to be an Ari», 
either now condemn him, or defend his Cauſe. But the crafty He- 
retick would not be drawri out of his old reſerve; he told them, they 
were an incompetent Judicatory, that he had promis'd indeed ro make 
good his Cauſe, but in a lawful trial, that he was come thither ig 
expeQtation to have faund a General Council, whoſe deciſion he 
would not anticipate by anſwering there, where thoſe of his own 
Party were wanting. After a great deal of wratigling about this 
matter, they debated the Letter of 4ri#s from point to point, where- 
in the main diſputing Part by uport Ambroſe, who took up, and re- 
torted the broken anſwers which Paladivs gave to the ſeveral In- 
terrogatories, the Fathers at the end of each denouncing at Anathe- 
ms againſt the maintainers of every Point, as may befſeen in the Ads 
of the Council,” extant * at large. In which *tis not unpleaſant to 
obſerve what Artifices the nian makes uſe of to ſave himſelf ; ſome- 
times he endeavours to eſcape by ſubtle and ſly Evaſions, as when 
he owns our Lord to be the true Son of God, but when preſs'd to 
it, would not acknowledg him to be true God ; atid to be good, but 
would not ſay; he was a good God, _— to exptels himſelf ic 
any other terms than theſe, 4 good Father begar 4 good Son. Some- 
times he pleaded he could not anſwer, in that he had not Notaries 
of his own to take what paſs'd, JRRmnY partrality on their hy 
all 
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and therefore required that his own Notaries might be admitted. 
Which being granted, he few off from that. Otherwhiles he re. 
quired, that the People might be imdifferently let in as SpeQatory 
and Judges of what paſs'd on either fide ; which though *rwas nar 
abſolutely denyed, yet S. Ambroſe told him, that in thoſe matters 
'twas the place of Biſhops to Judge the I aity, and not the Laity tg 
Judge the Biſhops. In ſhort, throughout the whole Procedure,when. 
ever he was pinch'd with a Queſtion or an Argument which he could 
not evade, he preſently retired to his common Refuge, that they 
were not a General Council, and to ſuch a one only he was oblig' 
and reſolved to anſwer : Particularly he excepted againſt the Preſfi. 
dent as an incompetent Judge, charging him with impiety and in- 
juſtice ; and when S4binus Biſhop of Placentia asked him whar im- 
pieties he had to objeQ againſt Ambroſe, he gave them- no other re- 
ply than before, that he would anſwer in a full Council, whea all 
Perſons concern'd were preſent. S.: Ambroſe anſwered, I deſire tobe 
charg*d and convidted in the preſence of my Brethren, if I, who ſtrens 
Guſly aſſert the Faith, ſeem impious to you, ſpeak out and (ay, what are 
thoſe impions aſſertions I am guilty of, But the bold man thought fit 
to let that Accuſarion fall, which he was not able to make good. 
After near ſeven Hours diſpute (for ſo long the Seſſion laſted) S. 
Ambroſe paſſed Sentence upon him, pronouncing him unworthy of 
the Epiſcopal Office, and that a Catholick ſhould be ordained to his 
See; which was ratified by an univerſal Azathema of the Synod de- 
nounced againſt him. After which at the Preiidents motion all the 
Biſhops Aid in order one by one give their particular Votes for his 
Condemnation. Next they proceeded to Secyndianus, and having for 
ſome time diſputed the caſe with him, could drive him to no other 
reſolution, than that he confeſs'd our Lord to be the true only begot- 
ten Son of God, but would not explicitly aſſert, that he was the true 
God, whereupon the like Sentence was paſs'd upon him. With 
them alſo the Synod cenſurd and condemned Aztta/us a revolted Preſ- 
byter, a man it ſeems of great age, having been preſent with Aprip- 
pinus his Biſhop in the Viceze Council, the determinations whereof he 
had together with his Bithop ſubſcribed, but afterwards recanted, and 
ſheltred himſelf under Yalens the intruding Biſhop of Petavie, a City in 
Pannonia,who being for his miſdemeanours publickly thruſt out by the 
People, had betrayed the Countrey to the Gorhs,in whoſe barbarous 
Habit he dreſs'd himſelf, and appeared in the Head of them againſt 
the Romany Army, and now went up and down the Country, which 
he filled with unwarrantable Ordinations, and though ſummon'd to 
the Council, and himſelf not far off (having taken up his Station at 
this time at Milan) yet refuſed to appear. Artalus being urgd with 


his Subſcription, refuſed to give any anſwer, and ſo ſuffered Judg- 
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ment to paſs againſt him. All which being diſpatched, the Coun- 
cil aroſe, having deputed Legates to the Emperors, and by them a 
Letter? , wherein they give them an account of what had been 


- tranſaQted in the Synod, praying in the cloſe tiat they would cauſe 


the Synodal Sentence to be executed, and prohibit the followers of 
Photinus (who notwithſtanding the imperial Edit to the contrary, 
ſtill kept up their meetings at Sirmium) any longer. to hold their 


unlawful Conyenticles. It muſt not here be forgotten, that a learned 
man 
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inan = has not long fince called the Ads of this Council into Queſti- 
on, which he conceives to be a pure fiftirious Scene, compoſed by 
V.gilins Biltop of T apſ«s, a City in the Province of Byzacinm in Africh. 
He grants there was ſuch a Synod, and ſuch proceedings in it againſt 
Paladins, but that the genuine Atts of it are loſt, or have not yet ſeen 
the light, and that /7g:ivs writing againſt the Arians took up this 
way, and feigned this formal ſtory purely out of his own head. His 
Arguments, though many, are very weak and trifling, and do not de- 
ſerve an operole Confutation, being ſuch as may be levelled againſt 
almoſt againſt any ancient writing;nor 15 there any more juit _ to 
{tion theſe, than the Ads of moſt ancient Councils. The whole 
{treſs of his bold conjeQure refts upon no. firmer a bottom than this, 
that Violins affirms that he had written againſt Paladius (who had 
anſwered S. Ambroſe) and immediately without any other Warrant he 
concludes,thatthe proceedings of this Synod were part of thatBook,and 
as ſuch he has publiſh'd chem in hisColleQtion of Y727{:us*s works. Nor 
does he produce one Syllable of any Writer, either of thoſe or the 
—_— to juſtiftie what he ſays, or any ancient Copy, that 
aſcribes theſe a&ts to Vigilins, And if ſuch a Liberty may be taken, 
what can be ſafe ? Farewel all ancient Monuments, when a confident 
conjecture =y diſpoſe of them, how, and to what uſc it pleaſe. 
And whereas he urges, that Y:2/iue wrote the AQts and Diſputati- 
ons of Arius and Athanaſivs before Probus, appointed by the ror 
to be Judge and Moderator, and that in the way of a formal hiſto- 
rical Account, when as all was but a feigned Scheme ; *tis granted 
pe did ſo. But then withal, tis evident both that ancient Manu- 
ripts entitle that piece to /7g:lius, and which is more, Vigilins him- 
ſelf elſewhere * expreſly owns that he did draw up thoſe Diſcourles, 
which he did not intend as a real Hiſtory, but only as perſonated 
As and Diſputations. Of either of which there is not the leaſt tit- 
tle in our caſe. But enough of this matter. | 
[1T. About this time, either in this, or in ſome other Synod preſently 
after aſſembled at Aqwi/cia, they debated the caſe of Ur/icinus, who had 
lately made a miſerable Schiſm in the Church of Rowe, and beſought 
the Emperor Grat#4» * not to hearken to his Petitions, or be overcome 
with the importunities of that bold man. And p—_ in the ſame Sy- 
nod it was (wherein alſo S. Ambroſe preſided) that they wrote ©tot 
Emperor 7 heodofius, to let him know in how fair a way things were to- 
wards an union, between the Zftern and the Wefferns Churches, and 
what advances they had made towards it, and thatthey had lately con- 
demn'd the errors and the followers of Apollinaris. By a ſecond Let- 
ter 4 (if at leaſt it was in the ſame Convention) they gave him thanks 
for reſtoring the Catholick Biſhops to their Sees, praying him to in- 
terpoſe in the buſineſs of Antioch, where though Panlinus was Sur- 
viver to Metelins, yet another had been put 1n ; and this done by 
conſent of Ne##arius of Conſtantinople, e ſucceflion to that See 
= conceiv'd irregular, Nazianzen himſelf being plac'd in it to the 
excluſion of Maximns (by whoſe falſe Suggeſtions they had been {o 
far impos'd upon, as to eſpouſe his Cauſe, and to admit him to Com- 
munion) And therefore they belought him, either that Maximss 
ight be put into Poſſeſſion of that See, or that the Cauſe might 
be debated and adjuſted in a General Council at Rome. In anſwer 
Bbb 2 where- 
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whereunto the Synod at Conftantinople re-aflembling the following 
year, ſent them word that they could not afſent to a General Coun. 
cil in the Weſt, but thought good to give them an Account both of 
the Faith they had agreed in, and the care they had taken m provi. 
ding for the Sees of Antioch, Conſtantinople and Feruſalem, which elſe. 
where we have more particularly related. 
II. 4MBROSE being return'd to Man, found his Enemies 
a little more calm for the preſent, though what they could not effe& 
by open attempts, they ſought to do by ſecret ſnares, and by putting 
affronts upon him. Amoagſt the reſt, two Gentlemen * of the Bed- 
chamber to the Emperor Gratiaz, being of the Arian Party, came to 
him, and gave him a SubjeCt to diſcourſe upon, the Myſtery of our 
Lord's Incarnation, promiſing that they would be at the Church 
call'd Portiana the next day to hear him. The expeQation . was 
reat, and the Congregation full ; when the two Courtiers, who 
Jeſign'd nothing bur a Scene of ridicule and ſcorn, took their Horſes 
and rid out of Town. But God, who will not be mock'd, no not in 
his Servants and Miniſters, met with them. - They had not gone far, 
when their Horſes threw them, and both miſerably periſh'd. The 
Congregation in the mean while grew impatient, and would ſtay 
no longer, ſo that the Biſhop was forc'd to go up into the Pulpit, and 
diſcourſe upon the Argument that had been propounded to him, tell. 
ing the Auditory, that he was come thither to pay his Debt, but he 
found not there his yeſterdayes Creditors to receive it, and then went 
on to explain that Myſtery, which he publiſh'd in a juſt difcourſe *, 
de incarnationis Dominice Sacramento: Much about this tume Priſcili 
ar a noble Spaniard, Rich, Learned, Eloquent and Witty, ſet up for 
an Heretick, and form'd a SeCt out of the very dregs of the Gnoſtic 
and Manichean Errors and Impurities, with a- few Rites and Principles 
borrowed from others. For which he was with ſome of his Party 
baniſh*d < his own Country, and fled to Rome, where endeayouring 
to vindicate himſelf, he was reje&ted by Pope Damaſws, who refuled 
to ſee him. Then he came to Mi/an, where he found as cold enter- 
taiament from S. Ambroſe. Being thus diſappointed in his hopes of 
Patronage from theſe two great men, he began to turn his Projedts, 
and try what he could do at Court in procuring an EdiCt for his Re- 
ſtitution ; which he effe&ted by bribing and corrupting Macedonim, 
Maſter of the Offices (as he was called) a place of great Power and 
Authority about the Palace. S. Ambroſe opposd it we may- be ſure 
what lay in his power, for which Macedonius bore him a grudge ever 
after, infomuch that when he came 4 one day to the Pretorium to 
intercede with him on the behalf of another; Maceaonivs, who had 
ſome intimation of his coming, commanded the Gates to be ſhut up 
againſt him,ſfo that being denied all entrance,left this meſſage for him, 
rel him —_ he) the time will come, when he himſelf ſhall fly to 
the Church, and ſhall not be able to enter, though the Doors be not 
ſhut againſt him. Which came to paſs after Gratiaz's death, whena 
Warrant being ſent to ſeize him, he fled for SanQtuary to the Church, 


' butcould not find his way into it, although the Doors ſtood wide 


open, and ſo was apprehended. Nor was it all the contempt which 
great men at Court' caſt upon him, could diſcourage him from im- 
proving his intereſt there for all pious Offices, whereof one inſtance 
eſpecially 
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eſpecially ſhews both his Courage and his Charity. . A Pagan Gen- : 
tleman-< of ſome Authority , had ſpoken diſparagingly of the Empe- * Sv / 
ror Gratian, as a Son unworthy of fo great a Father; .for which he © auch, 
was arraign'd and condemn'd todye. And being led forth to Execu- 

tion, S. Ambroſe pittying the man's Caſe, went to Court to intercede 

for his life. The Emperor at that time was diverting himſelf with 

private Hunting in the Amphitheater, fo that he ſtood for ſome time 
amongſt the Guards at the Gate, But none offering to go in and ac- 

quaint the Emperor, he betook himſelf to the Poſtern, whereat the 

wild Beaſts us'd to be let in, and crowding in along with the Keepers, 

went directly to the Emperor, whom he never left ſoliciting, toge- 

ther with the Courtiers that were about him, till he had procur'd the 

man's Pardon, and fſav'd his Life. | 

IV. 4NN. CCCLXXXIII a great Revolution happened in the 

civil State. Maximus, a Spaniard by birth, ſay ſome, but a Brittain, 

fay others, (I conceive him of Spaniſb Extract, but born in Brittain, 
deriving his Pedigree from Conſtantine the Great) had been Comman- 

derin Brittai», Colleague with Theodoſivs. And finding his Compa- 

nion advanc'd to the Empire, and himſelf negleQed, he made a Party 

inthe Army, who proclaimd him Emperor. Immediately he con- 

vey'd his © Forces * over into Fraxce and Germany, where, by the af- * Sor. 1. 5. 
ſiſtance of the barbarous People, he quickly ſecur'd all theſe Weſtern 5 *': Þ- 277: 
Parts to his Obedience. The news whereof arriving at Court, Gra- j. 520. wer. 
tianadvanc'd with an Army to encounter him, and met him not far £pitaph. Nepor. 
from Lyons in France. Five ſeveral dayes the fight continued more Aq—yy" 
or leſs, till Gratraz obſerving a part of his Army to deſert him, be- þ. 760. 44 
gan to retire with three hundred Horſe. But the other Party adding {4 #7 
Treachery to Rebellion, ſtuck at nothing to ſecure their Victory. * 

For Andra» athins, Maximns's General of the Horſe, conveying himſelf 
into a cloſe Horlſe-litter, gave out, that the Empreſs was come thi. 
ther to her Husband. Gratian ſuſpeCting nothing, paſs'd the Roar to 
meet her, and was no ſooner come near, but Azdragathius ſuddenly 
leapt oat of the Litter, and ftabd him. A Prince of great Virtues, 
and ſingular Piety, but unhappily cut off in the very flower of his age. 
And now Maximus rag'd at pleaſure, and having treated: all thoſe of 
Gratian's Party that fell into his hands with exquiſite cruelty, pre- 
par'd to march for 1raly. - To prevent which Yalentinian diſpatched 
S. Ambroſe upon an Embaſly to him, who by the gravity of his Per- 
ſon, the authority of his Office, his humble Addreſs, and eloquent 
Infinuations ſtop'd his journey at that time, and kept him on the 
other ſide the Apes. A work of equal danger, difficulty, and ſuc- 
ce, conſidering the Circumſtances of affairs at that time ; though 
' Paulinus who was afterwards his Secretary,by a ſtrange miſtake con- 
founds it with a ſecond Embaſly ſome years after. This year he bu- 
ried his dear Brother S:tyrus, a Perſon eminent for his Virtues, and 
Employments. He had lately been in Africk and Sicily, and though 
advis'd by his Friends not to return home, where all things were 
' running headlong into extream confuſion, he could not be perlwaded, 
.tefolving notto deſert his Brother in ſuch an evil time, arid impati- 
ent of delay, put himſelf on Board an old rotten Ship, which yet 
brought him ſafe to ſhoar, where Landing, he went home and died, 
muck about the time that his Brother was to take his Pan for 
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France, who bewaild his death, and deſcrib'd his virtues ina lar 
and eloquent Oration s at his Funeral, comforting himſelf under b 
ſevere a ſtroke, with the conſideration, that he was taker away from 
the evil to come, and that his eyes did not ſee thoſe Calamities and De. 
vaſtations that were begun elſewhere, and then hung directly over 
Italy. 
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SEC T3. Ih 


His Ads from the death of Gratian, till the end of the Conte 
between him and Symmachus. 


The confidence of the Gentiles at Rome «pox the uſurpation of Maximus, 
The Party headed by Symmachus Provoſt of the City. 'T heir former 
Petition in the name of the Senate countermin'd by an Anti-remon- 
ſtrance. Symmachus imployd again to petition the Emperor for the © 
reftoring the Altar wy itory. S. Ambroſe his elegavt and paſſionate 
djſſmeſruve ſent to the Emperor about this matter. A Copy of the Peti- 
tion ſent him by the Emperor. Symmachus's Addreſs to the Emperor 
in behalf of Pagenife and the Altar of Vittory, and S. Ambroſe his 
excellent Reply to that Adareſs exemplified at large. Symmachus a- 
eus'd to the Emperor, Another Petition of his in behalf of the Gentiles. 
Baxiſh'd Rome, and why. His recantation, and re-admiſſion into 
favour. 


I, H E Confuſions that threatned the Romas Empire by the 
death of Gratian, and the proſperous Uſurpation of Maxi- 
»4s, Who was attended with vaſt numbers of the barba- 
rous People, and the timorous nature of /alentinian, a Prince young, 
and unexperienc'd in the World, and frighted at this time with t 
daily news of the Invaſion of 7ta/y, gave ſome kind of new Life to 
declining Paganiſm, the Gextiles at Rome hoping now to recover the 
aboliſh'd Rites of their Religion, The Party was headed by Q. 
Auwvelius Symmachus, a Perſon of more than ordinary Note and Emi- 
nency, anadmiable Scholar, expert Stateſman, and the moſt accom- 
pliſh'd Orator of that age ; he was ſome years after made Conſs!, 
and was at this time Provoſt of Rome, but withal a great Bigo: for 
Paganiſm, paſſionately addicted to the Gentile Rites. About two 
ears ſince * an attempt had been made this way : Some few of the 
nate aſſuming to themſelves the name of the whole, had petiti- 
ond the Emperor in behalf of their Religion, which whea the reſt, 
who were Chriſtians underſtood, chey immediately publiſh'd an 4»- 
ti-remonſtrance, wherein they declar'd, that this h done with- 
out either their Privity, or Conſent, that they abſolutely diſown'd 
any ſuch requeſt, proteſting both publickly and privately, they would 
REyer come to the Senate, if this was granted ; a Copy of w_ Re- 
monſtrance 
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monſtrance bf Damaſus ſent .to Ambroſe. Bar finding now a more 
favourable ſeaſon, it was again ſet on foot, and Symmachas, as the 
moſt conſiderable Perſon, imploy'd in the name of the Senate, to 
prefer a Petition and Remonſtrance to the Emperor, (for though pro 


forma it was infcrib'd to all of them, yet was it preſented only to 


Valentinian) to beſeech them to re-ſettle their ancient Religion. Par- 
ticularly that the A/rar of YVifory (which ſtood, as ſome will have 
it, inthe Capizo/, but in trath was generally plac'd in the Senate- 
Houſe, and being moveable, was carried to any place where the Se- 
mte aſſembled, and had been more than once quite taken away by 
preceding Emperors) might be reſtor'd, the Salary heretofore allow'd 
to the /«/tal Virgins, (whole number at this time at Rove was ſeven, 
all Perſons of noble and honourable Extratt, who according to anci- 
ent uſage officiated in the Worſhip of the Gods for the publick ſafe- 
ty and proſperity of the City, as a Pagan Geographer ' that wrote 


; Vet. ord» at- 


under Conſt antius informs us) and lately taken from them, might be /ritt-gr.1.a60 
reſtor'd, together with the Revenues in Land formerly bequeath'd _ "s. taits 


tothe Veſtal CP and that it might be lawful for any to beſtow 
what Legacies he pleas'd upon them. A Cauſe which he -infinu- 
ated with great ſmoothneſs and ſubtilty, and manag'd with all the 
Advantages that could be given it by the Zeal of a Pagan, and the 
Eloquence of an Orator. No ſooner did S. Ambroſe hear of this, 
but he wrote * to the Emperor YValentinian to put a ſtop to it, re- 
preſenting to him, that as the Empire was under them, ſo they 
* themſelves were accountable ynto God, from whom they could 
«not expe& ProteQion and — unleſs they ſincerely Wor- 
«*ſhip'd him the only true God, the ſupreme Soveraign of the World, 
«and gave no way to Superſtition and Idolatry; that his Majeſty 
« having ſo openly declared his devotion for the Chriſtian Religion, 
© *twas a wonder how any could hope to make uſe of his Authority 
« to eſtabliſh the Geztile Rites, or his Exchequer to defray the Char- 
« pes of their Sacrifices, eſpecially they who had never been ſparing 
© of the blood of Chriſtians, who had pulPd down their Churches, 
«and haddenyed them the common Liberty of teaching Children ; 
*that the things they petition'd for had been long ſince taken away 
« by the EdiCts of former Emperors, and lately by his own Brother 
© Gratian of famous memory, whoſe pious Conſtitutions he ought 
©* not to violate, and though they had been wanting herein, yet he 
* himfelf ought to have done it, that he ſhould take care that -no 
* man ſhould impoſe upon his tender unexperienc'd years, much leſs 
*an Idolatrous Gentile; great men were to be regarded, but God to 
* be preferr*d before all, whoſe Cauſe here was neerly concern'd, 
*and to whom to give precedence, could be no injury to any. Was 
*1t fit that Chriſtians ſhould be forc'd to come to the Senate, and 
*take their Oaths before a prophane impious Altar ? ſhould this be 
* allow'd in his Reign ? What was this but to acknowledg an Idolto 
* bean Almighty Being ? could men have the face to beg of him to 
" command theAltar to be ereQed,and tobear the Charge of their pro- 
* phane Sacrifices ? A thing not to be done without plain facriledge 
* and impiety. That therefore he beſought him not to ſign any ſuch 
* Warrant, and as a Biſhop conjur'd him by the Faith that he pro- 
*fels'd, wherein all the Biſhops had joyn'd with him, but that it 
* was 
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&« was look*d upon as a thing incredible, that ſuch a thing ſhould eyer 
&« have been mov'd in his Conliſtory, or petition'd for by the Senate . 
« as indeed it was not, but only by a ſinall inconſiderable Party, that 
« afſum'd to themſelves that auguſt venerable name, the far greater 
«* number being Chriſtians. That he ſhould do well hereia to ad. 
« viſe with his Colleague and Parent the Emperor Theodoſius, whom 
« in all other caſes he was wont to conſult, and much more ought 
«in this, no Cauſe being greater and more important than that of 
« Religion; that were it a matrer of civil cognizance, he ſhould leaye 
«it to others to undertake, bur being that of Religion, *twas proper 
* for him as a Biſhop to meddle in it; to which end he deſired his 
* Majeſty to ſend him a Copy of the Petition, and he would return 
* 2 full anſwer to it, that ſo his Colleague being perfe&ly inform'd 
* of all things, might take order in the Caſe : That if he aRted con- 
* trary to this Advice, they that were Bifhops muſt declare that they 
« knew not how to bear with ir ; his Majeſty might come to Church, 
* if he pleasd, but he would either find there no Biſhop to miniſter 
* to him, or one that would oppoſe him, and let him know, that 
© the Church of God rakes no gifts from him, that reſtores and beau- 
« tifies Pagan Temples, that Chriſts Alrar rejets his Offerings, who 
« eres Altars to Idols. What would he anſwer to his ecealed 
© Brother, who muſt needs repent that ever he made hin a Co- 
© partner in the Empire, which by his care of Religion he had left 
« ſecure and firm, and by this means would receive a more fatal 
« Blow, than that deaths-wound that had been given him by his 
** Enemies. Nay what would he anſwer his Father, whoſe Piety 
* this courſe muſt needs reproach, who could never have believd 
* ſo great a wickedneſs ſhould be attempted, that Gezriles ſhould 
&« ſacrifice in that publick Court, that is, that Pagans ſhould inſult 
« and triamph, while Chriſtians were by, and againſt their wills 
*«« forc'd to be preſent at thoſe Heathen Solemnities. That therefore 
« he humbly beſought his Majeſty, that refleQing how great an in- 
<* jury the _ uch an Edi&t would be firſt ro God, and then 
&« both to his Father and his Brother, he would take that courſe that 
* ſhould appear to be moſt acceptable to. God, and moſt advantage- 
« ous to himſelf. 

11. Upon the receipt of this Letter Yalentizian ſent him a Copy of 
the Petition, which he thoroughly canvaſs'd, and fully anſwered in 
every part. And becauſe perhaps it may be no unpleaſant entertain- 
ment to the Reader to ſee theſe two great Perſons entring the Lifts, , 
and arguing the caſe at large, I thall here (though it be ſomewhat 

rolix) preſent him both with Symmachus's Addreſs, and S. Ambroſe 
his Reply ; intreating the learned Readers Pardon, if the Tranſlation 
be not exaftly to his mind, it being perhaps a far more difficult 
task, than at firſt fight it may appear, Girisfaoorily to render ei- 
_ the one, or the other into Exg/iſh. The Addreſs runs ia this 


To 
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To my Lords the Emperors, Var txnTinian, 
Taxtoposius, ARrcapius; SyYMMa- 


caus Prafc of the City. 


S ſoon as the moſt illuſtrious, and your ever loyal Senate, had taken 
cognizance, that the Vices of the times were ſubdued by the Laws, 
and the infamy of the paſt ages expiated | ha tety of our preſent Prin- 
ces, they, following ſo good an Example, have thought fit to improve the 
preſent occaſion to ak. their grieſs and again to conſtitute me the meſ- 
ſenger and manager of their Complaints, who find themſelves denyed the 
previleage of acceſs to their venerable Prince by the arts of bad men, be- 
tanſe they foreſee, that, when he knows their grievances, he will dv them 
per I therefore in a double Capacity, both as your Deputy do promote 
the publick good, and as the Envoy wo the Citizens of Rome recommend 
their deſires ; in this we are all agreed, bitauſe at length men are grown ſo 
wiſe as not to eſpouſe the faitions of Courticrs, when they manage their 
private Fewds. For to be — to be honour*d, to be lov'd ts a more 
welcome piece of Grandeur, than to be an Emperor ; for who can endure, 
that private quarrels ſhould obſtrut# the happineſs rh the Commonwealth ? 
The Senate juſtly proſecutes thoſe men, who prefer the ſatisfattions of their 
own Ambition h ore the reputation 4 their Prince ; while it is the Em- 
ployment of our time, and induſtry to be a-guard, and ſecurity to your Cle- 
, mency. For when we keep, and defend the Conſtitutions of our Progeni- 
tors, the Laws, and Santtions, and as it were the fate of our Country, 
what do we, but advance the glory of the Times ! Which is never greater, 
than when you, that are conmcernd, think nothing lawful, that thwarts the 
prafliſes 0 fp forefathers, 

And to that end we humbly requeſt that ſtate of Religion may be reſtor d 
to us, which for ſo many ages hath been beneficial to the Republick ; and 
certainly if we reckon up the Princes of either perſwaſion, we ſhall find that 
your immediate predeceſſor was no Enemy to thoſe uſages, but he, who went 


_—_ him, a great admirer, and obſerver of the Rites, we plead for ; if 


therefore the piety of the ancient Emperors be inſufficient to make an Ex- 

le, let the ſmooth, and artificial carriage of thoſe, who immediately pre- 
ceded you, incline yous Who is there ſo much a Friend to the Barbarians, 
4 not to complain of the loſs of the Altar of Viftory ? We are cautions 
with reſpeft to Poſterity, and are willing to avoid whatever wears the 
portraiture of ill-luck ; let us —_— if we deſpiſe the Deity, at oy 
pay reſpec? to the name, for your Majeſties are already much, and for the 
future will be more indebted to Vittory, Let thoſe flight this Deity, who 
have never experimented its favours, but 1 could wiſh, that you would 
not deſert a Patronage, that hath been ſo inſtrumental to the magnifying 
of your Triumphs. Every man ts a wotary to that Goddeſs ; for no man 
eau deny, but that which he profeſſes to pray for, ought to be honour d: 
But if the fatal Omen will not affright you, yet at leaſt the Altat aught to 
be teft untouch'd, 4s an Ornament of the Senate-houſe, and let me beg you; 
that what Religion we were brought up in = we were boy*s, we may, now 
we are old, leave to our poſterity. Cuſtom is a ſecond vature, and we 


eamnot but love what has been bred up with ns: ” 
Cee Tos 
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Tou ſee, that the deſign of the Auguſt Emperor Conſtantius, axd that 
deſervedly, prov'd abortive, and all ſuch Patterns are to be avoided by 
you, which you find by experience to be of no long continuance, By thi 
means we contrive a way how to eternize your Fame, and Majeſty, that 
Poſterity may find nothing in your management of Affairs fit to be reform, 
[ This Altar being taken away] where ſhall we ſwear to obſerve your Lang 
and Statutes ? What Notion of Religion ſhall affright the profligate from 
Perjury? It is true, God ts every where, and the perfidiows Wretch canbe 
in no plece ſafe, but yet the awe of a Deity preſent with us in ſuch a place, 
is a mighty inſtrument to deter men from vice. That one Altar preſerves 
the whole People in Unity; that one Altar keeps every private Perfon 
from breach of truſt, nor does any thing give greater authority and reve. 
rence to our Decrees, thax that they are made by Senators ſworn at theſe 
Altar. Shall therefore the Habitation of the Gods be profan'd by Pers; 
ries ?. And will our moſt wererabl? Princes think this a likely and probable 
Courſe, who are er thr he fſecur d in their Perſons and Government by the 
Oaths of their Subjects ? 
But you will objet?, the moſt Auguſt Emperor Conſtantius did the ſame, 
Let us rather imitate the reſt of the ations of that Prince, who would 
never have adventured on ſuch an attempt, had any of his Predeceſſors 
ſo miſtook the __ of Governmezt ; for the miſcarriages of former Pri. 
ces are leſſons of Correttion to their Succeſſors, and that man eaſily amen, 
who is wary'd by the ill Example of thoſe that went before him. It hay- 
ned, that that Prince, your Majeſties Preatceſſor, in attempting ſo great 
an innovation, was not aware of the envy and diſcontent that attended the 
Attion. But will that defence ſerve your turn, 7 we wilfully imitate, 
what we remember hath been formerly diſallowd ? Let your Mafeſties take 
Patterns from the other attions of that Prince, which are fitter to be tran- 
fſertd ; he took away nothing from the priviledges of the Veſtal Virgins, 
he confer'd the Revenues of the Prieſthood on the Nebility, and out of the 
Exchequer allowed the Expences of the Sacrifices, and other Relig ious 0b- 
ſervances, and being attended in Pomp by the Senate through all the 
Streets of that immortal City, caſt his eyes pleaſantly on the Temples, read 
the names of the gods, to whom they were dedicated, written- over their 
gates, made inquiry into the Original of the Buildings, and admired the 
piety of the Founders. And whereas himſelf was of another perſmglun, 
yet he was never willing to aboliſh, and extirpate this that was the Reli- 
gion of the Empire ; for every man hath his peculiar Rites, and Modes 
of Worſhip. The ſupreme Divinity that governs the World, has afſign- 
ed ſeveral tutelar Guardians to every City : For as every man at his fiſt 
conception has a diſt inft Soul,ſo has every Nation a particular genius allot- 
ted to it, To theſe conſiderations we may add alſo the advantage of theſe 
Rites, which does eſpecially recommend theſe Deities to men ; os whereas 
all the Reaſon that aſſerts a Divinity, is in a great meaſure in the aark, 
whence can we better derive our knowledg of the Gods, than from the re- 
membrance and inſtances of our former Proſperity * Now if Antiquity be 
ſufficient to rerider Religion venerable to us, we ought to preſerve that Faith, 
which hath continued * fo many ages, and to follow our Parents, who 


herein happily trod in the ſteps of their Progenitors. Let as imagine Rome 
it ſelf now preſent, and thus pleading her Cauſe before them. 
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. © 0 youbeſt of Princes, you Fathers of your Country, reverence my gray 
& þiirs, which the Rites of Religion have brought me to, and grant, that 
« ] may ſerve Heaven with the formerly-eſtabliſh*d Ceremonies, for I do 
« wot repent me of them. Let me live according to my ancient Cuſtoms, 
« being a free City. Twas this way of Worſhip brought all the World un- 
« der my Laws, theſe Rites kept Hannibal from my Walls, and repelld the 
« Gauls from the Capitol ; and have I been heretofore ſo often reſcued 
« rhat I may, now I am grown old, be handled with Severity? Shall I ſee 
« what new inſtitution this is ? Sure I am to reclaim old age, is an unſea- 
& (onable, fruitleſs, and diſbonourable undertaking. We therefore beg your 
« leave, and in that, ſecurity for our Countrey Gods, and for our private 
© Deities, It is but juſt, that that Divinity which all men adore, ſhould 
© be efteemed but one. We caſt our eyes on the ſame Stars, the Heaven 
is incommon, and the ſame World incloſes us. What matters it, by 
« phat methods men make enquiry after truth ? One Path does not lead to 
« the knowledge 4 0 great 4 om. 

But (it may be objefted) theſe are the Diſcourſes of men, who are at 
too much o_ We now tender you our Petitions, we do not diſpute, or 
contend, Conſider what great Benefit has accrued to your Exchequer, by 
taking away the Priviledges and Revenues of the Veſtal Virgins ? Our 
moſt liberal, and numificent Emperors d eny that, which the moſt frugal, 
and parcimonious freely gave; and which the Veſtals regard only as *tis 
an honourable ſtipend and recompence of their Chaſtity. For as their Vail 
i an Ornament to their heads, ſo it is one of the Inſignia of their Prieſt- 
hood, that they are exempted from all ſort of Offices, it is but the bare name 
of freedom from Impoſitions, which they deſire, for their Poverty ſecures 
them from all great Payments. But perhaps it may be ſaid, thoſe men 
advance their Reputation, that leſſen their Revenue, becauſe thoſe Virgins, 
who have dedicated themſelves for the publick ſafety gain in Merits, what 
they loſe in their Revenues. But tet fuck Methods of filling your Coffers 
never be prattiſed, the Treaſury of good Princes is not to be augmented 
by the Rains of the Prieſts, but by the Spoils of their Enemies ; and will 
the greateſt gain make Compenſation for the envy which will attend you ? 

But becauſe Covetouſneſs is a Vice, with which you are unacquainted, 
this makes their Caſe the more deplorable, who = loſt their former 
ſubſiſtence. For whatever is alienated under thoſe Princes, who have con- 
quer'd the love of Riches, and hate Rapine and Extortion, only turns to 
the detriment of him who is the looſer, but gratifies no appetite of him, 
that ſeizes it : The Lands, which were given by the Will of your dying 
Progenitors to the Veſtals and their Officers, are now detain'd by your Ex- 
chequer- ; but let me beſeech you, O you Miniſters of Juſtice, that your 
City may enjoy the private Legacies bequeathed to holy uſes. Let men ſc- 
curely make their laſt Wills, and be aſſur'd they have not to deal with Co- 
wetous Princes, but ſuch who will ratifie what they have bequeath'd. De- 
light,” I beſeech you, to make the World thus happy. This one Example 
creates great diſquiets to all dying Perſons ; doth the Religion of the Ro- 
mans zot come under the Protettion of the Roman Laws ? By what name 
ſball we call the alienation of the ſacred Patrimony, which no Law, no Ac- 
cident ever made liable to Confiſcation. Freed-men recerve Legacies, nay 
Servants are not denyed the Priviledge of having what is bequeath'd to 
them by Will, only the noble Virgins, and the Attendants on theſe Cere- 


monies, upon which the fate of the Empire does ſo much depend, are ejefted 
CCcc 2 out 
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out of their Eftates, which hwoe devoly'd on them by Inheritance. To 
what purps e is it to vow Virginity for the ſaftty of the Republick, and to 
call in the affiſt antes of Heaveh to eternize your Empire, to affift your 4+. 
nies, and to fecontl your Troops with unſeen, but friendly Powers, and 
fo make artleyt antl effettual Prayers for the ſafety of all your Subje#s, ant 
ut the ſarhe time to be denyed thoſe rommon Priviledges which belows to 
them, equally with the reſt of your People. It is better at this yate to ferve 
men thin the Gods. . We injiive the Commonweatth, which wever yet pot 
any thing by being inerateful. Let no manyhink, 1 am now only an 41. 
wvocate for the Cauſe of Religion ; ſuch attempts ws theſe hwve been the 
Source and Original of all the Calzmities, that hve befullex 4he World, 

Onr Parents teſtified the honour they had for vhe Veſtal Virgins, and 
the Prieſts of the gods by making Laws for thetr comperent maintenance, 
and honeſt Priviledges ; and this donation continued in its 4meprity, tfll 
the dayes of our degenerate Bankers, who'hwve converted the Revenues 
ſacred Chaſtity into a ſtipend for the vileſt Porters. Al futt preſently ut- 
tended with a publick Famine, anil all the Provinces were aecerv u imvuheir 
expetFitions of a plentiful Harveſt ; the fault was wot in'the Eurth, ner 
ao we charge it wpon the Stars ; noruſt did edt it, 'norwas it choat*dwith 
Diryel. It was 'the Sucriletlge that 'was then committed, that made the 
year barren ; for who could expett 'to have Bread, 'when the Relig ions were 
robbd of their dues ? Verity if there be any other Example of a like Ga. 
tahity, let us impute their great Famine ovily 'to'chance, 'or ro'the 1arious 
ſeaſons of the year; 'a dry windwias the cauſe of this'burremnefs:; andnon 
men live upon the buds of Trees, and the poorer fort of :Booy's ure ugai 
ford to eat Acorns ; did our forefathers ever \lye 'unaer:fuch abovibing 
Fudgwents, when the Miniſters of Relig ion were 'maintained by: homoor- 
able Hlowante ont of | the publitk Treafary? When 'were wen forcd 0 
ſhake 'the Oak 'for 'meat, or to 'fniſt ain \themſelveswith-theroots of 'Herbs 
When ever happened it, that the wants of one-place weve waſupplyed by the 
"plenty of another as long as the Corn'was in common «diftribated to 'the 
People, and'to the ſacred Virgins ; for the proviſions made 'for the —_ 
were 'a printary Canſe of the fertility of the 'Conntrey, - awd"it \was 
4 kindneſs "done to your "Land, 'than 'a *piece 'of \Charity to 'rhe holy rmen. 
Do you'make any doubt, whether that was anciently:given to. procure a Ge- 
neral plenty , the taking away of which the preſent ſcarcity has  ſafficiently 
reveng'd ? 

But ſome men may ſay, there i no reaſon, that the Expences of another 
Retigion ſhould be' born by the publick ; let ſuch a'determination 'never fad 
's place in the minds of our excellent Princes, thatwhat was given to «fe 
Perſons to hold in | common, ſhould \be -actoanted *as "if it belongd-to the 
publick' Revenue ; for whereas the whole Commonnealth does comſrſt of fragte 
 Ptrſons, whatever proceeds from the Republick, becomes preſently the 'Pro- 
priety of ' Individuals. You, \we acknowleds , ſuperintend, and govern \all 
things, but withal, gu are the keepers of every wan”s ' Liberties, and Ju- 
Price ſways more with you, than ihſolent - Eicemtiouſneſs. Do but conſolt 


your own munificent thoughts, whether they tan efteem thoſe things: to'be- 
long to the Publick, whith you \have - already appropriated to other : uſes. 
Whatever Profits have been once devoted to the ' honour of the City, ceaſe 
from thenceforwards to belong to the donors, and what- was in" its Origin«! 
a largeſs, by cuſtom and time becomes a debt. 


That 
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That mas therefore attemepts to fill your ſacred mind with a vain fear, 
who affirms, that you ave conſciows of being acceſſory, and conſentins to the 
Donation, _ you incur the Exvy of cancelling ſuch grants. May all 
rhe ankuown T utelary Deities of all Setts and Opinions be favourable to 
your Clemwency ; but above all, may thoſe Powers which were ſo propitions 
zo your Anceſtors, became your Guardians, may they defend you, and you 
adore them. We intercede for no other Religion, but that which ſecur'd 
the Empire to your Majeſty's facred Father, which gave that fortunate 
Prince 4 leg itimeate Iſſue to ſucceed him ; that bleſſed Prince looks down from 
Heaven, aud beholds the tears of the Prieſts, and looks upon the breach of 
their Previledges, which he kept inviolable, 45 an affront put on himſelf. 
: iy alſo this afſift ance to yaur Brother of bleſſed memory, as to retifie 

he did by other mens Councils rather than his own ; avg conceal that 
eftion of his, which he was iguoraut was jo diſpleaſing $0 the Senate ; for 
it appears now, that therefore the Ambaſſadors we p- mere debarr'd his 
preſence, beſt the publick determination might come #0 his knopleds. It 
s for the honour of — #ranſaitions, that you make m0 ſcruple to 4- 
boliſh that, which we will make appear, was no att of that Princes, 


ITI. Such was the Plea, which this man of Policy and Eloquence 
made for his Religion ; and *rwas the beft the Cauſe would bear. 
Whereunto S. on, much advantag'd by the goodneſs. of his 
Cauſe, returg'd thisfollowing Anſwer. 


AwuzrxosE Biſhop to the moſt blefled Prince, and 
moſtGracious Emperor V art xTix1an the 
Augult. 


© T Hereas the moſt excellent Governor of the City, Symmachus, 
Yv4 hath made an Addreſs to your Majeſty, that the Altar, which hath 
been remov'd from the Roman Senatehouſe, might be reſtord to its pri- 
fine place and honour, and you, O Emperor, though of green years, yet of 
grarheaded Piety have diſapprov'd the Requeſt of #he Gentiles ; in the 
ſame moment, that I heard of the Petition, 1 offer d this Anti-remon- 
france, in which although I have taken care to inſert whatever might be 
weceſſary to anſwer his Suggeſtions, yet T demanded « Copy of his Narra- 
tive ; 1 do therefore in this Diſcourſe anſwer all the Reaſons of his Relati- 
on not out of any diſtruſt of your Conſtancy in the Faith, but out of 4 
provident Caution, and a ſtrong Perſwaſion, that you will impartially ex- 
amine the merits of the Cauſe, preſuming -to beg this one favour. of- your 
Majeſty, that you would -paſs your Tudgment, not according tothe flouriſh 
and elaquence of the Expreſſions, 'but the weight and moment of the Argu- 
.ments : For the Tongue of «the wiſe and learned-man '(a5.holy.Writ in 
forms .us) is as'choice Gold, which being enawePd with. the Ornaments of 
Diſcourſe, and embeliſÞ d-with the beautiful ſtruttures of Eloquence, as ſo 
many pleaſing and well-mixt -colours in a Pitture, by theſe .methods charms 
the Eyes, and ſo makes an entry into the mind, «nd by ſuch repreſeprati- 
ons engages the Paſſions, -but. the Gold, if you narrowly inſpett it, though 
in its extrinſick value it be Money, in its _ i -but Metal, Exa- 
mine, 1 FG YOu, and was the Religion of the: Gentiles ; . they ay 
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of matters of great value and excellence, but in truth they defend what is 
enfeebled, and worn out with old age, and incapable to prove truth on its 
ſide ; they talk of God, but they adore Idols. | 
Three things the moſt excellent Prefet# of the City hath made uſe of in 
his Relation, upon which he lays the greateſt ſtreſs of his Defence ; that 
Rome, as he jan i an humble ſuppliant for the retrival of her ancient 
Rites, that it ts injuſtice to alienate the Patrimony of the Prieſts, and 
the Veſtal Virgins ; and that when the attempt was made, there hapned a 
general Famine. In the firſt Propoſition the Venerable Metropolis of the 
Empire is introduc'd, cover'd with tears, and expreſſing her pre þ in 4 
paſſionate and perſwaſive Oration, requiring the Reſtoration, as he makes 
her ſpeak of her priſtine Ceremonies, for that this was the Religion that 
expel/*d Hannibal from the Walls, and recovered the Capitol out of the 
hands of the Gauls. By which method of reaſoning, while he ſtrives to 
magnifie the puiſſance of the Gentile Deities, he betrays their impotence ; 
did not Hannibal a long time inſult, and trample on the Roman Rites, 
and though your gods foug ht ag ainſt him, did he not ſo ſucceſsfully purſue 
Vifory, that he encamp'd his triumphant Army unaer the very Wl, of 
the City. Why aid m—y ſuffer themſelves to be Beſieged, for whom their 
gods took up Arms? As for the Gauls to what purpoſe is it to ſpeak of 
them, whom the ſhattered relicks of the Roman Forces had never been a- 
ble to have oppos'd, had not their Enemies been betrayed by the noiſe of the 
affrig hted o__ See what Guardians are deputed to the Charge and Tu- 
ztion of the Roman Temples, Where was your ador'd Jupiter at that 
time? Was it he who in the ſhape of a Gooſe called Manlius to the reſcue 
of the Capitol ? but why ſhould I deny, that the Heathen Rites have given 
aſſiſtance to the Roman Arms ? For even Hannibal himſelf worſhip'd the 
ſame mock-Deities, Let them therefore chooſe which they will own, if the 
Heathen Ceremonies were triumphant in the Roman Conqueſt, they were 
overcome and baffled in the Carthaginians ; if the men of Carthage by 
the aſſiſtance of their gods got the Viftory, what advantages did the Inhabi- 
tants of the Roman Empire receive from the ſame tuition ? Let therefore 
that invidious Complaint of” the Roman People be ſtifled, that great City 
never iſſued out any ſuch Commiſſion; but with greater reaſon adareſſes her 
ſelf to her Children in a far different harangue. 
« To what purpoſe do you tire me with your multiplyed Sacrifices, and 
& dye me with the blood of the innocent Herd? The Troohies and Signs of 
« Vittory are not legible in the Fibres of a Beaſt, but in the courages of 
& the Militia ; I «fed other methods of Diſcipline, when I put on Lawrel 
&« for the conqueſt of the World. It was the valour of Camillus, that de- 
<< feated that triumphant Army,which had taken poſſeſſion of your Walls and 
&« rhe Fortifications of the Capitol, and retrived thoſe Standards which the 
& Gods themſelves could not defend, and thoſe whom Religion was too weak 
© to affright, his bravery deſtroyed. Why ſhould I remark the atchiev- 
« ments of Attilius Regulus, who conquer'd for the Romans by dying for 
* them ? Scipio Africanus won his glory not by lying proſtrate before the Al 
&« tars in the Capitol, but by charging the Troops of Hannibal, and reaping 
« Trinmphs with his Sword. Tel me not that theſe were the obſervances 
« of the Antients, I hate thoſe Ceremonies that were uſed by the Nero's. 
* Why ſhould I mention thoſe Emperors whoſe Reign was of no longer dura- 
* tion than a 'month or two, and whoſe Funerals immediately ſucceeded their 


* aſſuming the Royal Purple ? Or is that a new thing, that the ag 1 
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« pave deſerted their own Habitations to make Irruptions into the Roman 
« Territortes ? Were thoſe Emperors Chriſtians, when by an unparall:l'd 
« but miſerable example, the Father wore Chains in Perſia, while his Sou 
 rrampled on the: Liberties of the Senate and People, and gave mankind a 
« Specimen, that the promiſes of Vietory which the Augurs made them, 
« vere vain and fallacions * Was there not at that time an Altar of Viftory? 
« ] am aſhamd of my former failings, and notwithſtanding my gray hairs, 
* theſe Reflettions cover me with bluſhes. I am not troubled to be with th: 
« reſt of the World, a convert in my old Age, and the reaſon us, becauſe 
« jt ts mever to0 late to be wiſe, and to be good. Let thoſe aged Perſons 
« bluſh, who are paſt the hopes of amendment. *T is not length of years, 
« but Piety of manners that gives an honourable Charatter ; nor is it a aiſ- 
« orace to change'at any time for the better. In this only was my conditi- 
«on like that of the Barbarians, that 1 had no knowledge of the true 
«God. 

The manner of your Sacrifice, is to be ſprinkled with the blood of flaugh- 
tered Cattel ; and is it reaſonable to expect the Oracles of the living God 
from the entrails of a dead Beaſt ? Come and learn on Earth the prattice of 
an heavenly Warfare, we reſide in this World, but there is the Scene of 
our engagements. Let me learn the Myſteries of Heaven from that God, 
who made me, not from man, who cannot give 4 rational account of him- 
felf ; who cangive an account of God better than himſelf? And how ſhould 
I credit you, who confeſs your ſelves, that you underſtand not what you 
adore ? For, ſays he, one days Journey will never bring a man to the ac- 
quaintance of ſuch grand Myſteries ; but what you are ignorantof, that we 
wni-rſtand by divine Revelation ; and what you ſeek for by conjettures and 
gweſſ-s, that we are aſſured of by the Wiſdom and Veracity of our God. 
In h ſo things therefore there is no agreement between you and us. Ton 
are ſuppliants to the Emperors, that they would be favourable to your Gods, 
but we are Petitioners to the Son of God, that he would be propitiorns to the 
Emperor ; you firſt make a God, and then adore it, but we think it a great 
injury to the Deity to imagine, that that muſt be accounted a God, which 
owes its being to a man. God is not willing to be worſhip'd in Images cut 
in ſtone ; nay your very Philoſophers make a ſport of ſuch ridiculous obſer- 
vances. But if you therefore deny Chriſt #0 be God,becauſe you cannot believe 
that God could dye ( for you are ignorant that it w:ts only his humane Nature 
that fell under the Power of the Grave, while his Dignity was exempted, 
which hath zow reſcued all his Followers that believe in him from death) who 
can betray more imprudence than you, who when you pay your Devotions, 
affront the Deity, and derogate from his worthwhile you pretend to treat him 
with honor, 4s you do in making a Block your God, and paying divine 
Honors toit ; a moſt diſaraceful piece of worſhip. , And while you refuſe to 
believe that Chriſt could dye, do you not by this very obſtinacy do honor to 
him ? 

But the antient Altars (as he goes ow) ought to be reſtor'd to the 
Images, the ornaments to the Temples. Let them tender ſuch a Petition 
to an Heathen Prince, « Chriſtian Emperor knows no honor due to any but 


the Altar of Chrift Jeſus. Why do they compel the hands and mouths of 


holy men to adminiſter to the promotion of their ſacrilegious Deſigns ? Let 
the Tong ue of our Prince be employed in re-ſounding the Praiſes of his Sa- 
viour, and celebrate him only, whoſe goodneſs he experiments, becauſe the 
heart of the King is in the hand of God. Did ever any of the ho 
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then Emperors erett an Altar to Chriſ? While therefore they Petition 
for the Reſtoration of what was formerly theirs, they give the Chriſtian 
Emperors an encouragement by their example to conſider, what deference 
they ought to pay to the Religion, which they profeſs, while the Gentiles 
poſtpone all things to their Saperſtition. While we have begun, let us go 
on; we (being excluded) glory in our Sufferings, they ave troubled at their 
Hſſes and what they account an injury, we reckon among our Trophies ; 
they never did us greater honors or favors, than when they paſt their Edits 
that all the Servants of Chriſt ſhould be ſcourg*d, ſhould be baniſh'd, ſho 
be martyr 'd ; what their infidelity thought a puniſhment, that Religion 
turn'd into a bleſſing; wiew thoſe men of invincible courage, and 
youll find our belief h.ts been encreas'd and propagated by Injuries, Po- 
wverty, and death it ſelf, while they are perſmaded, that unleſs their Reli- 
giow be maintained by the publick,. it can no longer continu in being. 
Let, fayes he, the Veſtal Virgins enjoy their Immunities. Let thoſe 
diſcourſe at that rate, who cannot be convinc'd, that Virginity may be pre- 
ſerved without a recompence to incourage the undertaking, let thoſe give 
Money to maintain Chaſtity, who diſtruſt the ſtrength of their Virtue. Aud 
yet hes i the number of thoſe Virgins, who are thus hired to maintain 
their Purity? When you reckon all that are admitted Veſtals, you can 
ſearce find ſeven who have taken the Vows —_ them ; and yet theſe are 
the multitude of Votaries, why are known to be of this Society by the peru» 
liar dreſs of their heads, by the pompouſneſs of their Purple Robes, by their 
numerous attendants on each fide of their Chaires, by their great Privi- 
ledges, and their rich Revenues, and by a ſet number of years, which they 
are obliged to confecrate to Virginity; tet them but ſeriouſly contemplate, 
and look on our Profeſſors, they may ſee all Ages, Sexes, and Qualities in 
love with Modeſty, Chaſtity, and Virginity ; the curis fillettings of their 
hair i far from being an ornament of their heads, let them put on a coarſe 
Vail, that may become famous by its ſerviceableneſs to the intereſts of Chis 
ſtity ; a Virgin « then beſt adorn'd, not when ſhe ſtrives to augment, but 
when ſhe flights the charms of her beauty, *tis not the richneſs of their Pur- 
ple, nor the delicacies of Luxury, but frequent Faſtings, and continued 
Mortifications, that give a luſtre to their performances, not their - Privi- 
ledges, not their Revenues ; to conclude, all the Prattices of our Virgins 
are ſuch, that you would think the deſign of advancing Chaſtity is rather 
hindered and reſtrained, while the Daties of it are (exerciſed; but on the 
contrary, while the Offices of Chaſtity are performed, the ſtudy of it #s pro 
moted ; for Chaſtity is truly advanc'd by that, which to you ſeems to de- 
ſtroy it. She © not a Virgin, who ts ſwayd by profit, not by the Didtates 
of Virtue to be ſo, nor ts that true purity, wh } muſt be purchas'd for ſuch 
or ſach a time, by thoſe that will offer moſt to maintain it. The frſt 
Vittory that true Chaſtity makes, is to ſubdne the love of Money, for covet- 
ouſneſs is the greateſt Enemy to, and moſt potent ſupplanter of modeſty. 
But let ms take it for granted, that the Virgins onght to be maintained 
at the charge 4 the Publick ; how ſhall the Chriſtian Votaries be taken care 
of, what. Exchequer ſhall be ſufficient to provide for them ? Oy if they an 
wer, that theſe endowments are the peculiar Patrimony of the Veſtals, are 
they not aſbam'd, who uſurp'd the whole income under the Heathen Em- 
perors, not i pernt us to be ſharers with them under thoſe who are Chri- 
ſtians ? They alſo make complaints that the Prieſts, and other Officers of 
Reigion are not provided for at the publick Charge, and want that Alimony 
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which i their due ; and upon this ſubjett what a noiſe, what a multitude of 
complaints al ſturb our ears ? While on the contrary by ſome late made Laws, 
the Religious among us are . denied the priviledge of being infeof*d in pri- 
vate Patrimonies, and no man complains, for we never reckon ſuch things 
4s injuries, becauſe we are never troubled at our loſs. If any man, being 
4 Prieſt, plead his priviledge, thereby to be exempt from yea Offices, 
he muſt upon that account renounce his whole Eſtate, both what was deric/d 
tn him from his Anceſtors, and what was the produtt of his own in- 
auſtry. | 
rh. the Gentiles ſuch an occaſion of complaint, with what aggravations 
would they inveigh againſt it, that a* Prieſt could not purchaſe = Privacy 
and Exemptions of his Miniſtry with I:{s than the bf. of his whole Patri- 
mony, nor maintain his commerce with Heaven, without the forfeiture of 
his earthly Poſſeſſions, while he that watches and prayes for the publick 
Safety, m:ſt embrace domeſtick Poverty as his recompence, comfort hin- 
ſelf with the Conſcience of having gotten praiſe, but done nothing that 
might proſtitute the honour of his Miniſtry * And now compare the caſes, 
you are willing to excuſe civil Officers, but the Church ſhall have no power 
to excuſe a Prieſt. The Officcys of the Heathen Temples are not denied 
the benefit of laſt Wills and Teſt aments, the moſt prophane, the moſt pro- 
fligate, and the wileſt of men are allowed that priviledge, only the Clergy 
are exempted from having a ſhare in that common right, who are the only 
men that intercede with Heaven by their Supplications for the common good, 
and by all their attions promote it. They are made uncapable of Legacies 
and Donatives, even of rich and charitable Matrons; and whereas they 
le undex no impeachment againſt their manners, their very office and em- 
ployment is enough to ſubjett them to this puniſhment ; if « Chriſtian Wid- 
dow ſhould bequeath any thing to a Heathen T emple, that conveyance ſtands 
ood in Law; but if ſhe gives a Legacy to the Miniſters of the true God, 
"tis void and of no effett, which I mention not to vent my paſſion againſt 
the Law, but that they may know, though we have cauſe, yet we make ns 
complaints, for 1 had rather our Revenues (hould be diminiſhed, than our re- 
ſpett. But it is objetted, rhat whatever has been given, or bequeath*d to 
the Church, hath not been violated ; and let themſelves tell us, whoever 
robbed and took away ſuch endowments from their Temples, when yet the 
Chriſtian Church hath beex a ſufferer in that kind. «And if ſuch things 
had been done to the Gentiles, it had been rather a requital of an old, than 
4 doing of a new injury ; and do they now at length complain 
uſage, and demand Equity? Where was this Equity then, when the poor 
Chriſtians after they were ſtrip'd of their Eſtates, were denied alſo the wery 
priviledge of Life, and by a piece of unprattiſed barbarity, were debar d the 
benefit of Sepulturegwhich was every man's birthright? While thoſe whom the 
Gentiles tumbled headlong into the Sea,the Wawes more kind than their Per- 
ſecutors, brought back again tothe ſhore in order to their Interment. And this 
alſo is a new Vittory of our Faith,that they themſelves now condemn thoſe in- 
humane Aftions of their Anceſtors : and (with ſhame to them be it ſpoken) 
what reaſon us there that they ſhould beg the continuance of their Offices, 
whoſe ations they condemn; * And yet after all, xo man ever yet denied the 
Temples their Offerings, or the” Prieſts their Legacies; their Lands only 
are taken away from them, becauſe what they held by the title of Religion, 
they uſed only to irreligious purpoſes. They who plead our example for en- 
 Joying ſuch Eſtates, why do they not alſo > diſpoſe of them to ſuch good ends 
as 
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' as we do ? The Church hath no Patrimony but her Faith, that is her Rent 
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that her Income ; the Lands of the Church are the Poſſeſſions of the Pooy, 
Let them tell me what Captives were ever redeemd, what Hoſpitals main- 
tain'd, what Exiles provided for by the Incomes of the Temples ? The 
Eſtate us taken from them, but put to the right uſe. Behold this is the 
Crime, this the Sacriledge which Heaven ts fa to be angry for, and ne 
thing leſs than a publick Famine can expiate, becauſe whatever ſery/q ty 
advance the intereſts of the Priefts, was the cauſe of general advantages tg 
the Peoph. 
For this reaſon, ſay they, did the. languiſhing multitude rend the ſhrubs, 
and then ſuck the juice of them ; and being fore'd from their better food, 
were made fellow-Commoners with the Herd, neceſſity compelling them tg 
feed on Acorns; ſtrange Prodigies forſooth, and ſuch as never happened 
while the World was enſlav'd to the Gentile Superſtition ; whereas in 
truth long before this the covetous Husbandman hath been deceivd of his 
hopes, and his expectations have been blaſted like the Corn, on which he 
depended - and how came it to paſs, that the Oaks were accounted Oraculg 
among the Greeks, but becasfs in thoſe dayes they lookd on it as an extra. 
ordinary favor of the Gods, to direft them to the uſe of ſuch meat as prey 
in the Woods ? for even ſuch things d) they reckon among the largeſſes of 
their Gods. Who but the Gentiles ever worſhip*d the Oaks of Dodona'; 
Grove, while th:y upon ſuch ſorry Food were content to beſtow the name of 
the holy Grove ? It's not therefore likely, that their angry Gods did inflict 
that as a puniſhment, which the ſame Gods formerly were accounted to be- 
ftow as their peculiar favours ; 'and what Juſtice #s there, that they out of 
reſentment of the injuries done to a few Prieſts who had loſt their lively- 
hood, ſhould take a pet againſt all mankind, and plague them with a Fr 
mine ; why ſhould their reyenge be more rigorous than th: Crime? The 
provocation therefore was not great enough to make the whole World un- 
eaſie, by deceiving it of its hopes in anmhilating th hippy Preſaves of a 
plentiful Harveſt. And in truth long before this had the Gentile Tem- 
ples loſt their Priviledges throughout the W:rld, and was it never in the 
thoughts of the Gods to revenge the affronts put upon them till now ? was 
it for this cauſe, that the Nile did nor ſwell according to its wouted courſe ? 
was it to revenge the lofſes of the Roman Prieſts, when #t never 4id ſo, 
to vindicate the Cauſe of its own Prieſts at home, who yet were involud 
in the ſame Calamities ? But let us take it for granted, that the laſt year 
the gods appeared to their own Vindication, how comes it to paſs that this 


year they are fo impotent and d-ſpicable ? for now the Boars are not neceſſi- 


rated to feed on the Roots of Herbs, nor ave their greateſt Dainties er- 
ries, ®r the Fruits that grow on Thorns, but being happy beyond expedta- 
tion, they admire the plenty of their Harwvefts, and with this years extra- + 


ordinary increaſe, make Compenſation for the laſt years Faſt ins ; thus has 
the earth paid what ſhe 0.ved us with Intereſt. 


What man therefore ts ſo unacquainted with the accidents of humane Lif:, 


to be aſtoniſh'd at the difference of Seaſons in point of Fertility ? yet even 
the laſt year in more than a few Provinces the Crop was abundant ; what, 
ſhall I mention France more fruitful than uſual, Pannonia ſold the Sur- 
pluſage of their Corn, which was left after they had ſown their ground, and 
the Country of the Grilons in point of plenty became the envy of h:r neigh- 
bors, fer whereas heretofore it was ſecur'd and fencr'd from in-roads by its 


barrenneſs, now by its wonderful Fertility it gave occaſion to its enemies to 
invaae 
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invade it ; and all Liguria and the Country of the Venetians lived upon 
the income of that Harveſt ; it was not therefore Sacriledge, that blaſted 
the former year, nor Religion that cauſed every thing the next year to flouriſh; 
they may alſo deny, that the Vineyards were proſperous, whereas we know, 
that the Vintage made us happy with an extraordinary increaſe, of which 
we reap the advantages. | | 
The laſt, and moſt cogent Argument is yet left for a reſerve, whether 
you, O Emperor, are not bound in Honour and Conſcience to reftore thoſe 
Endowments, which have prov'd ſo beneficial to your ſetve: ; for, ſays he, 
let the gods be your Guardians, and let us have the liberty to adore them. 
This is that, O mot C m_—_ Princes, which we cannot endure, becauſe 
they upbraid. us with the Sacrifices they offer to their Deities for your wel- 
fare, and againſt your Commands commit the moſt notorious Sacriledge, 
taking your connivance for conſent. Let them keep their titular. Deities 
to themſelves, let them, if they be able, defend their own Votaries, and if 
they want power to protet# their bigotted Proſelytes, how can it be expe- 
Hed, they ſhould ſuperintend your Aﬀairs, who flight their Worſhip ? 
But, ſays he, we ought in civility to maintain thoſe Rites, which our 
fore-fathers eſtabliſht, and why ſo ? is it becauſe all things grow to per- 
feition, as they grow in years? Was not the World at firſt one confuſed 
and indigeſted Chaos, in which all lay huddled together without form and 
order, and did it not look beautiful when the hand of God made a ſepara- 
tion between Heaven, Earth, and Sea, and confin'd each within its proper 
bounds ? When the Earth being newly rifen out of its moiſt bed of darkneſs, 
wondered to ſee a bright Sun darting its benign and enlightning Beams up- 
on it, Even in the ordinary —_—_ of nature the day is uſher'd in with 
an ambiguous light, and by degrees the Suz gets ſtrength enough, both to 
enlighten and to warm the World. The Moon it { , the propereſt Em- 
bleme of the Church in the ſacred Oracles, grows by degrees to its fulneſs, 
for renewing her light once every Month, at firſt the ſhadows of the night 
are too ſtrong for it, and eclipſe its ſplendor, but when a few dayes have 
fill d her ſharp pointed horns, and ſhe lives at a diſtance from the Sun, ſhe 
gives the night the aſſiſtances of her Beams, which ſuppl the want of the 
dey. The old World was ignorant of Tillage, but when once they began 
to underſtand the Art of Husbandry, and ſaw the face of ths Earth ca» 
lour d with Corn, and the rude ſoyl clad with Vineyards, how eaſily did they, 
who obſerud it could be manur'd, put off their old bruitiſh manners, and 
kave them for tle civiller Arts of Converſation and Society ? Nay the 
Spring it ſelf, which inclines wankind to 4 correſpondence with nature, 
in proceſs of time is covered with Leaves, that are ready to drop from 
Trees, and brings forth later Fruits, And tis it not /o with mankind alſo, 
who in our infancy have the thong hts, and purſue the delights of Children, 
but when wegrow to maturity, are aſhamed of ſuch impertinencies ? If 
all things therefore muſt continue 4s they were at the beginning, then we 
have reaſon to be angry, that the Word broke from its dark Priſon, to 
which it was confin'd, and exerted it ſelf into the Region of Light, 
and Viſibility. Andis it not a nobler acquiſition to ſet the underſtanding 
free from the night of ignorance, than to reſcue the Earth 9's ſhadows 
and obſcurity? and do nt the Beams of Trath ſhine more benignly upon 
the mind, than the Rayes of the Sun upon the Eyes ? All things therefore 
in nature htv? ſuffered their alterations, that your gray-head:d Relig ion 
mi ht allo follow the Example, For thoſe, who will be yet ſway'd with the 
; Ddd 2 Arg 1 
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Argument, let them be angry with Autumn, becauſe being one of the lateſt 
ſeaſons , it matures our Fruits, let them quarrel with the Vintage, becauſe 
it happens in the declining part of the year, and let them ſlight the Olive, 
becauſe it is the laſt ripe f Fruits ; now our Harveſt is the converſion of 
Souls, that they may be brought into the Church ; our Vintage is the ſer. 
vice of God, fo as to inherit his favours, which ſervice from the bes inning 
of the World was eminent in 4 few Saints, but in theſe laſt ages is mage 
known to the whole World, that all men might take notice, that the Chrz. 
ſtian Faith made its way even into the beſt cultivated minds. For that 
man cannot expect the Crown of Viftory, who has no Adverſaries. Where 
the ſacred werities juſtly grew famons by baffling the Opinions that op- 
pos'd their admittance. 

If only the ancient Ceremonies are pleaſing, why did Rome hey [cf change 
her Rites of Worſhip? I omit to remark how the Hiſtory of after ages 
alter'd their ancient courſe manner of bog, by changing their homely 
Cottages into ſtately and pompous Edifices, why, that I may anſwer to the 
point, did they, who were fondly in love with every new Religion, adiit 
tbe gods of their conquer'd Cities, together with their own triumphant 
Deities, and their foreien Rites into their Temples * Flow comes it to 
paſs, that the goddeſs Cybele waſhes her Chariots in the River Almon, 
in imitation w, what is done by the Prieſts in Phrygia ? Why have we 
fetchd Prieſts out of that Country to attend her Altars, and enfranchizd 
the Carthaginian Deities who were always lookt on as Enemies to ow 
grandeur ? 1he goddeſs, which the Africans 2all Urania, the Perſians Mi- 
tra, but moſt others worſhip under the name of Venus, is the ſame Deity 
under divers denominations. And ſo was Victory lookt on 4s a goddeſs 
roo, which is only a bleſſing given from above, but has no Empire of her 
own, and Fine more upon the ſtrength of Armies, than on the infls- 
ences of Religion. That certainly therefore muſt needs be a venerable 
and potent goddeſs, who ows her very Being to the numbers of an Army, and 
the event of a Battel. 

The Altar of this Goddeſs is petitiond for, that it may be nemeretted 
in the Court of the Roman City. 1. e. in that wery place, where great 
thronss of Chriſtians daily meet ; every Temple hath its Altars, and there 
is an Alter in the Templeof Victory ; becauſe they delight in multipli- 
city, they every where offer their Sacrifices. What u this therefore but to 
trample upon the Chriſtian Rites, while they are ſo earneſt to reſtore the 
oblations upon this Altar. And can that be ſuffered, that a Heathen 
ſhould offer his Sacrifices where a Chriſtian is preſent ? Let all who ae 
preſent, ſays he, though againit their wills expoſe their Eyes to be blind- 
ed by the fumes, their Ears to be polluted with the profane Muſick, their 
Throats to be cramm'd with the Aſhes of the burnt.Offerings, their Ne- 
ftrils infeFed with the odours, and their Faces, though turn'd the other 
way, covered with the ſparkles that ariſe from the Flames. Are they not 

ſatisfied, that our publick Baths, our Portico's and Streets are filled with 
the Images of their gods? And ſhall not the condition of every Perſon 
that hath a place in that Common- council be equal? Shall that part of the 
Senate, who have embracd Chriſtianity, have their Conſciences impos'd 
upon by the aſſeverations of thoſe that make Proteſtations, and the Oaths 
4 thoſe that ſmare at that Altar ? If they oppoſe ſuch proceedings, they 

all appear to betray a bye, and if they acquieſce, they ſhall countenance 


the Sacriledge. Where, ſays he, ſhall we ſwear to obſerve your Lowe 
an 
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and SanCtions ? Myſt therefore your determinations, which are included 
in the Laws, wazt a Confirmation from the Ceremonies of the Gentiles 
to oblige to fidelity, not only thoſe that are preſent, but thoſe alſo that 
are ewe ? And what is more, O moſt ſacred Emperors; your own honour 
is affronted, for you compel, q you command ſuch things. 

1he Auguſt Emperor Conſtantius of venerable memory, being not yet 
made a Chriſtian by Baptiſm, thought himſelf polluted, ſhould he but ſee 
that Altar; he commanded it to be taken away, not to be reſtored ; that 
ation of his carryed its Authority, and Vindication with it ; But this hath 
nothing of imperial Sanition to plead for it ſelf;, let no man pleaſe him- 
ſelf becauſe this is wanting, for a man we be trulier ſaid to be preſent,who 
is converſant with our minds, than he who is the objett of our corporeal eyes; 
for the neareſt Union is that of Souls, not of Bodies. The Senate meets 
only on the Summons of your Writ, and to you they ſwear fealty, pot to the 
imaginary Deities ; your Intereſts they prefer to their own, and Chilarens 
welfare, but not to their Religion. This is a Charity highly to be defir d, 
and of more value than the Power you enjoy, 4s long as Rehigion and Fide- 
lity is preſerved, which are the ſecurity of your Emprre. 

But perhaps it may move ſome to diſtruſt, that ſo pious a Prince, [ 2 
Gratian] was ſo deſerted and betrayd, as if the value of mens Merits 
muſt be | mg according to his preſent adverſe Fortune ; for what wiſe 
man is there, who hath not ſufficiently experimented,that all humane Afﬀairs 
run round in a.Circle, and fall under various chances with reſpet ro ſucceſs, 
fortune never continuing kind to the ſame Perſon ? Was there ever a more 
fortunate man than Cnewus Pompey, who went intothe World under the 
Proteition of the Roman Deities ? And yet at laſt, when he had worn 
Lewrel for the Conqueſt of three parts of the World, being baffled, routed, 
and baniſh? d beyond the limits of his own Empire, he fell by the hand of an 
infamous Agyptian Eunuch. Could the Eaſtern part of the World ever 
boaſt of a more puiſſant Prince than Cyrus, and yet he, when he had tri- 
wnph'd over all his Enemies, and yet ſpar'd the Subjetts of his Fittories, 
loft his life and honor at laſt by the aſſaults of a Woman ? and that wery 
Kin , who allowed his conquered Adverſaries the liberty o Princes, hav- 
ing Jo, head cut off, and thrown into a Veſſel filled with blood, became the 
ſeorn of Female Pride, which bid him ſatiate himſelf with what he lov'd. 
So great a difference and variety is there in the lives and fortunes of ſuch 
men. Was there ever any 4 more exatt and punttual Religioniſt, 
than the Carthaginian Captain Hamilcar, who in the midſt of his 
Squadron, even during the Engagement, continually made his Oblations, 
and when he ſaw his Party routed, threw himſelf into the fire which he had 
kindled, that he might with his blood extinguiſh thoſe flames, which he 
faund too ſadly to his coſt were xo way inſtrumental to make him vittorious ? 
To what purpoſe ſhall I mention Julian, who giving too eaſie credit to the 
Reſponſes of the Augurs, depriv'd himſelf of the opportunity of returning 
out of Perſia, Therefore the ſame kind of Suffering is not alwayes the 
effett of the ſame ſort of Crime. For . our promiſes never deceived thoſe 
that confided in them. 

This anſwer have I writ to thoſe who provoke ns, as one who is no way 
provoked; for my deſign in canvaſſing this Adareſs, was not to expoſe their 

potry, but to confore their Arguments. And yet, Sir, this very Ad- 
dreſs of theirs, may well engage you to more caution; for whereas their Ora- 
tor relates of your Progenitors, that the remoter of them were admir = 
[©] 
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of theſe Rites, the more immediate no enemies to them, and preſently 
adds, If the Piety of the Ancients does not incline you, let the conni- 
vance of your neareſt Relations incourage you; he plainly inſtrutts you 
what veneration you owe to the Chriſtian Faith, not to countenance the Gen- 
tile Rites; and what to Piety, not to violate your Brather*s- Injunttions, 
For if they think it a ſufficient Argument for the g—nanoy their Cauſe, 
to plead the connivance of thoſe Princes, who though they were Chriſtians, 

et made n9 alteration in the Gentile Ceremonies, how much more axe they 
obliged to think it reaſonable that you ſhould pay this reſpect and kindneſs to 
your Brother ? that although you did not really like what he had done, yet 
you ſhould connive at it, that you may not put an affront upon his Lays, 
but that you ſhould ratifie and confirm what you are convinc'd, ts at once 4 
demonſtration of your own Picty, and an inſtance of love and kindneſs to 
Jour Broth:r, 


IV. THE Emperor was abundantly ſatisfied with this cxcellent 
Reply, and ſo the Petition fell to the ground ; and Symmachw himſelf 
was 1n danger to have done ſo too, being accus'd to the Emperor for 
pulling Chriftians out of their Churches, and caſting them into Pri. 
ſon ; yea, that he had apprehended the Biſhops of the neighbouring 
Cities, and had impriſoned them ; whereat YValenti»ian was greatly 
angry with the Provoſt, commanding the Perſons to be releas'd. All 
which Symmachus wip d off in a Letter * to the Emperor, ſhewing, 
that the whole was a feign'd Scene of pure Malice and Envy, founded 
upon no other pretence, than a ſtritt Inquiſition his Majeſty had com- 
manded him to make,for ſome Furniture that had been embezelled;that 
as to the Charge, he was ſufficiently vindicated by the Letter of Pope 
Damaſ#s, clearing him from any rugged or injurious uſage to his Party, 
by the judicial Adts upon Record, and by the Teſtimony of the Prero- 


, rian Prefef, to whom the Emperor had referred the Examination of 


the Caſe. Afterwards upon occaſion of a Warrant dire&ed to the 
Counts Jovinus and Gandeztins to deface the Pagan Temples, Symma- 
chas renew*'d * his Petition, and that too in the name of the Senate, 
for the Altar of Viftory, in an Addreſs to Th:od9ſius, but with no bet- 
ter ſucceſs than before. For S. Ambroſe (the Court then being at 
Milan) preſently undertook the Cauſe, and manag'd it before the 
Emperor with ſo much acuteneſs and dexterity, thar the attempt va- 
niſh'd into nothing, and Sy»machnus himfſelt for his infolent under- 
taking, was thruſt out of the. Emperor's preſence, and commanded 
to be put into a naked Coach without any Trimming or Ornaments, 
and that very day to be carried an hundred Miles out of Town, and 
there to remain in a kind of Baniſhment. And what further en- 
creas'd the diſpleaſure againſt him at Court, was this; When Maxi- 


* Socr.l.5.c.14 mus marched into Italy, Symmachus complemented © his arrival in a 


flattering Panegyrick,, for which he was charg'd with high Treaſon, 
and fearing the extremity of puniſhment, fled for SanRuary to the 
Church, which before he had ſo much deſpis*'d: and ſcorn'd. But 
Theodoſius inclin'd by the ſweetneſs of tris temper, pardoned him, in a 
grateful ſence,whereof he publiſhed an A4polozerick for the fatisfation, 
and in commendation of the Emperor, and fo far wrought himſelf in- 
to favour, that not long after he had the honor of the Conſulſhip con- 
terred upon him. All which though happening at ſeveral times, we 


. have here laid together, - SECT. 
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SE C3: IV; 


His Ads from bis Conteſt with Syramachus till his ſecond 
Embaſly. 


Symmachus the means of bringing S. Auguſtin to Milan, A ſhort ac- 
count of S. Auguſtin's firſt years, Education, Studies, and Religion. 
His coming toRome. Sent by Symmachus to teach Rhetorick at Mi- 
lan. Ambroſe his kindneſs to him. Preparatives towards his Con- 
verſion. The ſtrange and extraordinary manner of it. His Baptiſm 
and preferment to + See of Hippo. A Law publiſhd at Milan in 
favour of the Arians, Benevolus ſtoutly refuſes to draw it up. At- 
tempts upon Ambroſe. The Mutiny of the People quieted by him, The 
great numbers 4 the Arians at Milan. Ambroſe challeng'd by Aux- 
entius to 4 Diſputation. His defence and anſwer preſented in writing to 
rhe Emperor. 4 Church demanded for the Arians, His anſwer to the 
Emperor's Officers. His encouragement given to the People. Anti- 
phonal Fiymrs introduc'd by him into the Church of Milan, This quar- 
red at by the Arians, The great Confuſions in the City, Inſolent de- 
manas of the Arians. Warrants for the ſeizing ſeveral Perſons. Am- 
brole his anſwer to the Commanders concerning the Imperial Authority. 
Guaras ſet npon his Church. His Sermon to the People at that time. 
The diſcourſe between him and the Emperor's Secretary, His generous 
anſwer to Calligonus. The diſcovery of the Bodies of SS. Protaſius 
and Gervaſius, Martyrs in the Reign of the Antonini, Several mi- 
raculous Cures effetted by them, reported by S. Ambrole, Auguſtin, ec; 
then preſent. The credibility of theſe Miracles, with reſpett to the State 
of things at that time and place, The Tranſlation and entombing of theſe 
Remains, and S$. Ambroſe his Sermon upon that occaſion. Several at- 
temps made by the Arian Party upon S. Ambrole his Life. 


l [1T before we take leave of Symmachns; *tis but juſt we 
B ſhould pay a Tribute of thankfulneſs to his memory for be- 
ing. though undeſigningly, the happy occaſion of converting 

the great S. Aguſtin to the Church, and that by the Miniſtry of our 
venerable Prelate. Auſtin was a man of a great Wit, excellent 
Parts, and a compleat furniture of polite ſecular Learning. He was 
born 4 at Tagaſtea City in Africk, of honeſt Parents, Patricius and 
Mozics, both Chriſtians. but his Mother a Woman of incomiparable 
Piety. As he grew up in years, he drank in Learning with a mighty 
thirſt, wherein within few years he attained that eminency, that he 
taught Grammar in his native Town, and ſoon after Rhetorick at 
Carthage, For his Religion (though therein all poſſible care was ta- 
ken of him by his good Mother) he had very little concernment, and 
to mend the matter, engag'd himfelf in one of the worſt of Se&s, 
that of the Marichees, whereinto he was 1nveigled by the Inſinuati- 
ons of Fayſtus Biſhop of that Se, then newly arrived at Carthage. 
Wearied out with the Wranglings and. Contentions of the Schools 
at Carthage, he laid down his imployment, and, contrary to ag” 
TID 
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fires and perſwaſions of his Mother, refolv'd far Rome, where he. 
underſtood he might promiſe himſelf more quiet opportunities for 
his Study, where Scholars lived under a more ſevere and regular Dj. 
ſcipline, and were more tractable and obſervant of their Maſters. But 
he found not things to anſwer his ExpeQations ; for having opened 
his School, he perceived *rwas the cuſtom for Students to flock a 
pace toa new Maſter, but after a while to deſert him, and run to 
another, and thereby defraud him of his Sallary. This gave him 
enough of Rome, and it was not long before divine Providence opened 
a better way for him. For Orders being come from the Court at Mzlzy 
to the Provoſt of Rome, to provide a fit Perſon to be Profeſſor of Rhe. 
torick at Mz, and to ſend him thither at the publick Charge, Sy. 
machus, who had before particularly taken notice of him, pitched 
upon Az2»ſtin, and ſent him thither, where he arrivd about the year 
CCCLXXXIV. Ambroſe, who knew how to vaJuezScholar, quick. 
ly caſt his eye upon him, and entertain'd him with ſingular kindneſ 
and humanity, which made no ſmall impreſſion upon him. He duly 
attended S. Ambroſe his Sermons, not out of any deſire he had to be 
inſtructed in Matters of Faith, but out of _ to take the juſt 
meaſures of his Eloquence, whether it anſwered the Renown which 
fame had ſpread abroad concerning it. However he was caught when 
he leaſt deſigned it, the holy man's Diſcourſes making their way by 
continual droppings, till they reduc'd himto a right mind,and brought 
him off from all the eadzcts of his former Life. One of the firſt 
{teps towards his Converſion, was his renouncing Marrcheiſm, and 
having got his foot out of that ſnare, he went over to the P/aroxifts, 
entring Fis name among the Academick Set, a Tribe of Philoſophers 
of greateſt vogue at that time. But he found no fatisfaCtion there, 
_ ſhortly aber wrote againſt them. His Mother impatient of his 
abſence, and paſſionately defirous of his wellfare, was in the mean 
time come to M:/a», where by her Prayers and Tears, by her Devo- 
tions both in publick and private, ſhe ceaſed not to ſolicit Heaven for 
a happy ſucceſs, and now ſhe found the good effeft of what a grave 
Biſhop had long lince told her, © when ſhe unweariedly importun'd 
him to diſcourſe her Son, in order to the reclaiming of him, go thy 
way (faid he) and compoſe thy ſelf, for *tis not poſſible that a Son of ſuch 
tears ſhould periſh. An anſwer which ſhe receiv'd with a profound 
reverence, as if it had been an Oracle drop'd from Heaven. Great 
pains S. Ambroſe had taken with him, and he had heen plied with 
the Councils of good old Simplician, but {till the Crown of this great 


man's Converſion was reſervd for the more immediate hand of Hea- 


ven. In a great hurry and diſtraCtion of thoughts concerning his con- 
dition. he retir'd * one day with his dear Friend 4/ypizs into the Gar- 
den, where having ſpent ſome time, partly in Conference, partly in 
ſilent Meditations, he withdrew himſelf into a more ſolitary part to 
give vent to the Tumults and Agitations of his mind, and throwing 
himſelf down under a Fig-tree, began with abundance of tears to be- 
wail that God ſtill remembred againſt him the Iniquities of his Youth, 


| beſeeching him effeQtually to haſten his Reformation, that he might 


not put it off (as too long he had done) till to morrow, but that it 
might commence from that very moment. Immediately he heard a 
ſhrill voice in a kind of melody oft ecchoing to him, zake p he _ 
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that of S. Paul; Not in rivtting and druntenn'ſs, not in chambering and 
wantonneſs, not in ſtrife and envy; but put ye on tht Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and make not proviſion for th? fleſh to fulfill th? Luſts \thereof, He read 
thus far, and ſhut to the Book, and on a ſudden all\his dark thoughts 
vaniſh'd, and a light of joy and comfort overſpread\his mind. And 
now he reſolv'd to quit his profeſſion of Rhetorick,\ and intirely to 
devote himſelf to Chriſtianity, and having continued-two years in 
the ſtate of a Catechumen, he was baptiz'd by S. Ambroſe (which he 
was wont to glory in as no {mall part of his honour) and together 
with him his Son Adeodatus (whom he had by a Concubine that he 
kept) a Youth of fifteen years of Age, but of that prodigious for- 
wardnefs, that his Father ſtood amaz'd * at the greatneſs and preg- 
nancy of his Parts. But this too-early ripe Fruit, God ſoon after rran{- 
planted into Heaven. Being thus baptiz'd, and confirm'd in his Re- 
ligion, he return'd into Af-ick, was made Biſhop of Hippo, and became 
one of the moſt famous lights for Learning and Piety that ever ſhin'd 
in the Weſtern Church. 

I. LOOKING back to Min, we find the Arians getting 
ground, Juſtina had ſo plied the young Emperor /alentinian, as to 
procure a Law * (bearing date 4»». CCCLXXXVI.) 1a favour of 
the 4rian Party, and all that embrac'd the Faith agreed upon in the 
Synod of Ariminum, that they _ freely hold their publick Aſſem- 
blies without Interruption ; and that whoever attemptedto hinder the 
execution of this Edidt, ſhould be proceeded againſt as diſturbers of 
the Churches Peace, Authors of Sedition, and guilty of High Trea- 
ſon. Benevolus i Maſter of the Paper-Office, and a zealous Catho- 
lick, whoſe place it was to diftate and enroll the Laws that were 
paſs*d, being ſent for to draw up this Edit, refus'd to do it. The 
Empreſs gave him good words, and perſwaded him with promiſes 
of better preferment ; but the man was proof againſt thoſe Tempta- 
tions, and taking off his Girdle {which among the Romans was a 
ſign of diſcharge from their Service) he threw it at her feet, and 
vlainly told her, he would neither hold his preſent Office, nor be 
brib'd with any higher Dignity, as the wages of unrighteouſneſs. 
He being diſmiſs'd, others were ſubſtituted in his place, and the Law 
was fram'd and paſs'd. Juſtin thus arm'd with the Royal Autho- 
rity, began to chink of putting it 1n Execution. And friſt Ambroſe 
is ſent * for to Court, to try if any thing by fair means could be done 
upon him, the Emperor encompaſſed with his great Officers, treating 
with him inthe Conſfiſtory about the delivery of the Church accor- 
ding to the Imperial Edi. The People hearing that he was gone to 
the Palace, flock'd after him in ſuch vaſt numbers, as ſtruck a terror 
4nto the whole Court, and when the Commanders and Officers were 
difpatch'd with a Party to ſuppreſs and ſtop them, they all offered 
themſelves to Martyrdom. So that they were forc'd to intreat the 
good Biſhop to uſe his intereſt with the People, to quiet their minds, 
and aſſure them, that the Church ſhould not be invaded. With 
which aſſurance the multitude diſpers'd, and that done, his Enemies 
at Court fail'd not to lay the envy of the Tumult at his door. 
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III. THE number of Arias daily increaſed at Milan, flocking 
thither from all parts, to ſhelter themſelves under the warm wing 
of the Empreſs ; and a —_ they had now got plac'd over them, 
Auxentius 4 Scythian* , who had fled out of the Eaff, and finding 
the memory of Anuxentizs, S. Ambroſe his Predeceſſor, {till fo odious 
and diſtaſteful to the People, had chang*d his name into Mercnriny;. 
A bold man he was, andto give ſome reputation to his Cauſe, chal. 
teng'd Ambroſe to a Diſputation before the Emperor, having ſecret. 
ly deſignd four or five Gentiles as Judges, who he knew would be 
ready to pronounce any thing on his ſide, and that the final Deciſion 
{ſhould be given by the Emperor. This S. Ambroſe rejected as anun. 
fit way, and an uneccleliaſtical method of proceeding, whereupon 
Auxentius began to triumph, and deſir'd the Emperor, that he might 
be compell'd to diſpute with him in the Confiſtory, in complyance 
wherewith a day was ſet, and Dal/matins the Tribune ſent to him with 
a command to appear. © The holy Biſhop thought it ſafeſt to return 
<«< an anſwer Y in writing to the Emperor, wherein he humbly re. 
&« rronſtrated, that this propos'd method of diſputing was contrary 
« to the Laws enatted by his Majeſties Father of blefled memory, 
« which commanded that all matters of Faith and Eccleſiaſtick order 
* ſhould be determined by none but competent Judges, and who were 
© of the ſame Profeſſion, that is, that Biſhops only ſhould have the 
« cognizance of Epiſcopal Cauſes ; that this had always been the 
« Law and Prattice of the Church, which his Father would never 
« violate, nay had expreſly declared, *twas none of his buſinels to 
*« judge between Biſhops, and this after many years Profeſſhon, and 
* being baptiz'd intothe Church : Needs therefore muſt his Maje- 
* ſty be unfit to aſſume to himſelf to decide the niceſt Articles of 
* Faith, who was himſelf unbaptiz'd, and a Catechuzern 1n the Faith, 
« and no doubt he himſelf would be of that mind, when age and ex- 
* perience had reduc'd him-to a more mature judgment of things : 
* That he knew not who his Adverſary was, nor whence he came, 
** but that *ewas a ſign he diſtruſted the goodnels of his Cauſe,when 
* he was aſham'd to produce the names of thoſe Perſons, whom he 
* had choſen for his Judges ; that if the matter muſt be put to ſuch 
* an Iflue, let them come to Church, and upon hearing, let the Peo- 
© ple indifferently judge for themſelves, if they ſhall like Arxentins 
* better, much good may it do them, let them take him ; but the 
* People had already declar'd their ſence, having earneftly petitiond 
*© his Father, that they might have him for their Biſhop, and that 
** Emperor had promis'd him all ſecurity, if he would but accept it; 
* that he could not ſo far debaſe his Office, as to ſubmit the Cauſe 
** to a Lay-judgment, nor be ſo unfaithful as to refer it to the Ar- 
* bitriment, perhaps of Jews or Gertiles, that he abhorr'd the Coun- 
© cel of Ariminum, and kept cloſe to that of Nice, from whichner- 
* ther torture nor death ſhould make him flinch; it Diſputes muſt 
* be about matters of Faith, let them be in the Church, and manag'd 
* by Biſhops; the Courſe'that had been ever held in the beſt times, 
* inthe Reigns of Conſtentine and Conflantins : If Auxentins inthis 
* caſe appeal'd to a Synod (though *rwas not fit that ſo many Bt- 
* ſho ould be troubled for the ſake of one man, who if he were 


* an Angel from Heaven, ought not to be preferr'd before the —_— 
0 


The Life of S. AMBROSE, Þ  - 16 


« of the Church) he was ready to attend ſuch an Aſſembly ; let the 
« [are Law be reverſed, and then let them try it ; that he was moſt 
« willinz to have obeyed his ſummons to the Conliſtory, but that 
& both che Biſhops that were with him, and the People cryed our, 
« that queſtions of Faith ought not to be treated of but in the 
« Church, and that to do otherwiſe, were to betray the Charch of 
« Chriſt : He beſought him therefore to accept his excuſe in not 
« appearing at the Conliſtory. in which place he had never learnt to 
« ftand for any thing but his Majeſties Rights, nor could he diſpute 
« within the Palace, the ſecrets whereof he neither did, nor defird 
© to underſtand. All which he ſubſcrib'd thus, I Ambroſe Biſhop 
hive preſented this Libel to the moſt happy and gracious Emperor, Valen- 
tinian th2 Auguſt, 
IV. THIS free and impartial dealing let them ſee at Court, 
that fair means would never gain the point they aim'd at, and 
therefore they now reſolv'd to proceed by force and cruelty, Aux- 
entius * moving that a Party of Soulders might be ſent to give him * 9 in urs 
Poſſeſſion of the Church ; accordingly Tribuxes * were ſent todemand 1,735. 
the Church, and together with it the Plate and Veſſels belonging to & p. 124. 
it, whereat the Congregation were infinitcly amaz'd and frighted. 
But the holy Biſhop calmly anſwered the Officers, that had the Em- 
peror ſent to demand his Houſe or Land, his Money or his Goods, or 
any thing within his Power, he would freely have reſign'd it to 
him, but the Church of God might not. be robb'd or ſpoild, nor 
could he deliver that which was committed to him to keep, not to 
betray ;-that herein he conſulted his Majeſties trueft Welfare and In- 
tereſt, the things demanded =—_ neither fit for him to deliver, nor 
for the Emperor to receive 3 that for the People, they ſhould be quiet 
in their minds, his Life in this caſe was not dear unto him, and that 
he was ſecure in the care of the Divine Providence. *Twas not a 
little obſervable, that one of the Leſſozs read Þ that day in the Con- » 4, j. 25; 
gregation was the Story of Ahab, demanding Naboth's Vineyard, and 
the poor mans reſolute anſwer, God forbid it me, that I ſhould give 
thee the Inheritance of my Fathers. The pious Prelate was mightily 
animated with the paſſage, and turn'd it thus upon the Officers, God 
forbid, that I ſhould part with Chriſts Inheritance ; if hs would not that 
ef his Fathers, ſhall I betray that of Chriſt ? The Inheritance left us by our 
Fathers, Dionylius the Martyr, who dyed for the Faith in baniſhment, 
Euſtorgius the Coxfeſſor, Myrocles, and all the reſt of the holy Biſhops 
of this Church : Thave given an anſwer as becomes a Biſhop, let the Emg- 
peror do as hecomes an Emperor, le ſooner loſe my Life than the Faith. 
And then Ie proceeded to improve the ſecond Leſſon, which hapned 
to be no leſs appoſite than the former, being the Story of our Lord's 
whipping the buyers and ſellers out of the Temple. The ſpirits of 
the People during this tragical and melancholy ſcene of things, were 
kept up and refre{h'd with Divine Hymns and Pſalms, at the end .,,,,.. .; 
of each whereof there was a ſolemn doxology, to the honour of the ſir. p. 3.4ue- 
holy Trinity, the People anſwering their part by turns : This way of #55. | 
Antiphonal or Reſponſory ſinging was generally pratis'd in the Eafters © 55 
Church, and had been lately introduc'd by S. ——_—_ into the Church 
of Milz, being not till then known in the Weſf#, though hence ſoon 


propagated into all parts, The People were infinitely pleas'd and 
Eee 2 delighted 
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delighted with it, and S. A :9»uftiz2, who liv'd at this time at Milan, 
conteſſes 4 he was fo raviſh'd and tranſported with the Pfalmody of 
that Church, that it melted down his Soul into divine afteCtions, 
and the holy Paſſion quickly vented it felt into Rivers of Tears, The 


Arians, who with the Spider knew how to ſuck Poyſon out of ever 


Flower, ſaid ©, that this was but a trick of Ambroſe to cheat the 
People, and to tie them faſter to his Party : Whereto he replyed, 
That if he did cheat them, *twas to their own advantage, the People 
by this means greedily learning, and daily confeſſing the Belief of 
the ſacred Trinity, and becoming Maiters in the knowledg of that, 
wherein they would otherwiſe have ſcarce been Diſciples. 

V. FOR ſome dayes together the City was full of confuſion, 
Parties running up and down from place to place, the Courtiers t 
and grear men coming with Meſſages to demand the Church, and 
returning back with anſwers ro Court, nor .did they now content 
themſelves with requiring the Por:;az Church that ſtood without 
the Walls, they would have the great Cathedral, newly built with- 
in the City. The Provoſt began calmly to perſwade the Catholicks to 
quit however the Portia Church, but the People would not hear of ir, 
ſo he went back to give an Account to the Emperor, S. Ambroſe in 
the mean while entertaining the People with an Oration againſt 4ux- 
entins, wherein he gives them an account of what had paſs'd, and 
the attempts of Auxentius and his Party. The next day, being Sun- 
day, after Sermon the Catechumens being diſmiſs'd, he was gone to 
the Baptiſtery to baptize the Competentes that ſtood Candidates for 
that Ordinance ; when he was told, that Officers were ſent from 
Court to the Portian Church, that they had hung up Curtains, and 
that a great many of the People was flocking thither : He nothing 


 mov'd, went on with the Divine Service, but before he had done, 


he was acquainted, that the People having met with ___ an A- 
rian Presbyter in the Street, had in a great rage laid hands upon 
him, and twasto be fear'd what might be the effect ofan intemperate 
Zeal. Hereat the good man was truly troubled, and with Prayers 
and Tears beſought God, that no mans Blood m_ be ſpilt in this 
quarrel, but that rather his own might be ſhed, not only for his 
Friends, but: Enemies; and immediately he diſpatcht away ſome 
Presbyters. and i Deacons, who recovered the man ſafe out of the 
hands of the People. The report of this Accident made a great noiſe 
at Court, and the louder we may be fure by being handed by inve- 
terate Enemies. And now Warrants are ſent out for apprehending, 
and arraigning ſeveral Perſons, which fell firſt upon the ſociety of 
Merchants and Tradeſmen, and at this holy time (for 'twas now the 
great Paſſion-week) which was wont to be honoured with the releaſe 
of Priſoners, nothing was heard but the ratling of Chains, and the 
requiring vaſt Sums of Money in a little time ; which many pro- 
fels'd they were ready to pay, and as much more if they pleas'd, 
ſo they might but be ſuffered to enjoy the Faith. By this time the 
Prifons were full of Tradeſmen, and the Magiftrates and men of 
Quality ſeverely threatned, it the Church was not prefently deli- 
vered up: The Perſecution grew hot, and had the Church doors been 
ſet open, things had run mro the utmoſt extremity of cruelty and 
confuſion, The Commanders and Officers in the mean time _ 

| with 
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with S. Ambroſe about this Aﬀair, urging him with the Imperial Au- 
thority, that the Emperor in whoſe Power all things were, did but 
demand his Right : He replyed, © Did the Emperor demand any 
« thing of mine, my Land or my Money, I would not oppoſe him, 
« but thoſe things that immediately belong to God are not fubjeC& to 
« the Authority of the Emperor : If it be my Patrimony you ſeek, 
«take it; if my Perſon, Iam here ready for =_ Have you a mind 
« to hurry me to Priſon, or to death ? *Twill be a kindneſs to me. 
«] will not I aſſure you engarriſon my ſelf within crowds of Peo- 
« ple, nor fly to the Altar to ſave my Life, but rather willingly of- 
« fer it-up for the Altars ſake. So heartily did the good man deſire 
to prevent the ſhedding of Blood, and thoſe quarrels and combuſti- 
ons, that were likely not only to ruine Mz/a», but perhaps Iraly 
it ſelf, which he was freely content to have redeem'd with the 
loſs of his own Life. And eſpying ſome Officers of the Goths among 
the reſt, he ask'd them, whether the Roman Empire had taken them 
in, to be the Incendiaries of the publick Peace ? If theſe parts were 
ruined, whither would they go to find entertainment ? Then they 

uir'd of him to reduce and quiet the Multitude. He told them, 
Twas in his Power not to ſet them on work; *rwas in God's only to 


calm and pacifie them, .but if they lookt upon him as the ſpring of 


the motion, they ought to proceed againſt him, either by death or 
baniſhment. | 
VI. WITH this anſwer they departed, leaving him in the Church, 
where he continued all day, and at m__ went home, that he might 
be ready, if they came to apprehend him. Early the next morning 
before break of day, as he was going out of doors, he found the 
Church guarded by Souldiers, who yet had plainly told the Empe- 
ror, that he might go abroad, if he pleas'd, they were ready to at- 
tend him, if he went to Church with the Catholicks ; if not, the 
were reſolved to go to that place, whereſoever Ambroſe kept his 
Congregation. *Twas a dangerous time, and the Arians wiſely kept 
themſelves within doors, having no great Party among the Citizens, 
but few of the Court, and ſome Goths ; the main body of them fol- 
lowing the motion of the Empreſs. While the Leſſons were read- 
ing, he was told, that the People were aſſembled at the New Church, 
and that the Congregation was fuller than ever it had: been in the 
moſt peaceable times, and that a Reader was calPd for. The Soul- 
diers that were ſet to guard the Church, tnderſtanding the Biſhop 
had -ordered them to be excluded all Communion, came into the 
Church, whereat when the People, eſpecially the weaker ſex were 
affrighted, they bad them not be afraid, they were come thither to 
pray, not to fight. The People however call'd upon him to go to 
the other Church, where the Congregation did earneſtly expect and 
delire his Company. Then _— for his Argument the Leſſons 
that had been read out of J-b, he diſcourſed to them very appoſite- 
ly to the preſent circumſtarices of things, with' what admirable cou- 
rage and patience they had diſcharg'd themſelves, how vigorouſly 
he hid born up againſt all rhe temptations of Satan and his Agents, 
and the ſeveral atrempts which'the abuſers of the Royal Authoriry 
had mide upon' him. Next he' proceeded'tro explain a' paſſage read 
that morning our of the Pſalms, O Goi th: Heath: are come into 
thine 
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thine Inheritance, which he applycd to the caſe in hand, clpecially 
to the Goths, and ſome other barbarous Peoples ſeizing upon the 
Church. He hopd that in this time by the interceſſion of the Sou]- 
diers and Officers, and by the ſupplications of the People, the edge 
of the Emperors zeal might be taken off, when 'twas told him, that 
a Notary was come with Orders from the! Emperor, with whom he 
went aſide to receive his meſſage, which thus began. What came 
into your mind (ſaid he) thus to att contrary to Command ? Wharx 
was commanded (replyed the Biſhop) or what has been thus raſhly 
ated, I know not. Why ( /aid the Notary) did you ſend your Pref: 
byters into the Church ? I defire to know whether you intend to 
uſurp the Empire, that Imay know how to prepare to deal with 
you. Ambroſe anſwered, that he had done nothing in prejudice of 
the Church, that when he heard the Souldiers had ſeiz'd it, he had 
only entertained the news of it with a ſigh, many had urged him 
to $0 thither, but he told them, I cannot deliver up the _ Church, 
and Imay not fight for it ; but that as ſoon as he underſtood that 
the Curtains which had been put up in the Church for the Emperor's 
apartment were taken down (which in truth the Boyes in — 

had torn in pieces) he had ſent thither his Presbyters, but refus 
go himſelf, (though the People preſs'd him toit) ſaying, I hopeia 
Chriſt, the Emperor himſelf will be on our fide : That if this was 
Tyranny, he had Arms indeed, but only in Chriſt's name, power to 
offer his Body to the Sword ; and if he thought him a Tyrant, why 
did he delay to ſtrike ? That *rwas even proverbial, that Emperors 
were more deſirous of the Prieſthood, than Prieſts of Empire ; and Chriſt 
himſelf ran away, when they would have made him King ; that he 

had his Tyranny *tis true, but ſuch as lay in weakneſs, accordi 
to that of the Apoſtle, when I am weak, then am Iſftrons ; that Max- 
imw himſelf would not accuſe him of Tyranny towards LYalentinian, 
while he confeſs'd with ſome regret, *twas by the power of his Em- 
batſage he had been kepr from invading 7raly ; adding, that Biſhops 
had never play'd the Tyrants, but had often ſuffered very hard things 
from them. The day was ſpent in mourning and ſadneſs, and the 
Biſhop forc'd to lodge in the Church all night, the Souldiers guard- 
ing it ſo cloſe, that none was ſuffered to go out, ſo they paſs'd the 
time in ſinging Pfalms. The next day, being Paſſion-day, the Pro- 
phecy of Jonah was read in courſe, ſeveral parcels whereof he ex- 
pounded and applyed, and was upon that, that if the Prophet had 
ſo much pity on the ſhort-liv'd Gourd, how much more ſhould God 
| have of ſo great a City, and that therefore he had remov'd the 
Judgment from it ; when word was brought him, that the Guards 
were commanded off the Church, and the ſeveral Summs that had 
been exaCted of the Tradeſmen ordered to be reſtored. The whole 
oy hereupon put on a new face, and every corner was full of glad- 
neſs and joyful Acclamations, the Souldiers running up and down 
with the good News, and going up to the Altar, dig by their kiſles 
ſignifie the publick peace. S. Ambroſe, though ſharing in the com- 
mon joy, had reaſon to fear, that as to himſelf the ſtorm was not 
yet quite blown over. He knew he was traduc'd at Court as a Ty- 
rant, and when the great Officers preſt the Emperor to comply with 
the Petition of the Souldiers, and to go to Church, he had aniweres 
with 
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with ſome paſſion, I believe if Ambroſe ſhould command it, you would 
deliver m? up to be a Priſoner. Words that prelag'd no kind intenti- 
on towards him, but that *twas evident, who *twas that blew up the 
Coals. Nay Calligonrs the Eunuch chief Gentleman of the Bed-cham- 
ber, than whom none better underſtood the Intreagues at Court, 
told Ambroſe to his face, dare you preſume, while I live, to affront the 
Emperor ? Tle take off your H:aa, Whereto the holy man replyed, 
God Almighty, if he pleaſe, ſuffer you to make good your threatnings, Þle 
ſuffer as becom?s 4 Biſhop, do you what becomes an Eunuch : But from ſuch 
God d-fend his Church, upon me let them turn all their rage and ſpleen, 
and quench their thirſt with my blood. And the Divine Vengeance is 
ſingularly remarkable in this caſe. For this impotent Eunuch s af. * 44: corr. 


S | fag. 
terwards for attempting to raviſh a Woman, was convict, and loſt No — 
his Head. ., Gol. 1119, 


VII. THE People during theſe confuſions attended the publick 
Offices with great vigor and ſprightlineſs of Devotion, flocking after 
S. Ambroſe where-ever he went. He had newly finiſh'd the Dedica- 
tion of a Church t, and the People calPd upon him to do the like = 
to the Baſilica Romana, He told them he was ready to do it, could 222. Srn.” 
he find any remains of Martyrs, which he might repoſe and bury un- XCl. p. 329- 
der the Altar,which was the Cuſtom i of dedicating Churches in thoſe {7 __ - file 
dayes. Nor wanted he an opportunity, it being: revealed to him in a 153: decivit. 
Vition at night, in what place he might find them. Forthwith tak- 2; *2*:< 8 
ing to him the Officers of the Church, and the Perſons that waited Pale for. 
there for impoſition of hands, he commanded them to dig before the 4n%-p-3.vi4. 
rails that encompaſt the Tombs of S. Felix and S. Nabor the Martyrs ; -_, 
nor had they dug far, when apparent ſigns ſhew'd themſelves, and at 3s. 
laſt they diſcovered the bodies of two proper Perſons, their bones in- ſb. zvif 
tire, and both Corps all freſh beſprinkled with blood, the head only Cexvl Tom, 
of one ſevered from the body. Theſe proved to be the bodies of S. 1V-p- 873- 
Protaſivs, and Gerwvaſius, the one beaten with Cudgels, and then 
beheaded, the other whipt to death with Plumbate, or ſcourges with 
leaden Bullets at the end of them ; they ſuffered Martyrdome (as 
may be conje&tur'd) under the Reign of the Antonini, and ever ſince 
lay obſcure as undiſcovered, though the more aged Perſons upon this 
occaſion call'd to mind that they had heard the names of theſe Mar- 
tyrs, and had read their Inſcriptions. For two whole dayes the Peo- 
ple crowded to behold the relicks of thoſe venerable Martyrs, after 
which in the evening they remov*d them firſt into the Church of S. 
Fauſtz, where they watched all night, the next day they tranſlated 
them into the Ambroſia» Church, and God was pleas'd to honour the 
Solemnity with very ſignal Miracles. For one Severws a Butcher,who 
had been blind for many years, and by reaſon thereof had been forc'd 
to give over his Trade, and was maintain'd at the charge of ſeveral 
charitable Perſons, a man known to the whole City, hearing the 
buſtle made in theProceſſion,enquired what it was,and being told,com- 
manded himſelf to be led thither, and pray'd he might but touch the 
Bier with his Handkerchief, which being done, he no ſooner apply- 
ed it to his Eyes, but immediately he recovered his ſlight. Several 
that were poſleſs'd with evil Spirits, upon their touching the Mar- 
tyrs Bodies, found themſelves rid of their Tyrannical Inmates, and 
return'd home well, Towels and Handkercheifs were brought _ 
al 
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laid upon the Bodies,and many who did but touch the Cloaths where. 
in-the Martyrs were wrapt, were preſently cured of their Infirmities 
and Diſtempers. The truth of which Miracles are abundantly juſti- 
hed by 3. A nbroſ, Auguſt ine, and Panlinus , who were all then upon 
the place, and indeed were notoriouſly evident to the whole City, 
and twice the Subject of S. Ambroſe's Sermons. And I make no doubt 
but God ſuffered theſe Miracles to be wrought at this time on pur. 
poſe to confront the Arian impieties, and to give the higheſt and 
molt uncontroulable atteſtatzon to the truth of the Catholick Cauſe, 
ſo mizhrily at this time opposd, traduc'd, and perſecuted. Indeed 
the Ar/ans were ſtrangely netled at it, and knowing no better way 
to evade the force of the Evidence, denyed that they were Mar. 
tyrs, and when that would not do, boldly denyed matter of Fa, 
that ever any ſuch mira-ulous effefts had been wrought, when as 
the Perſons upon whom they had been wrought were at hand, and 
in the common view of all. A greater piece of infidelity (as S. Am- 
broſe obſerves) than that of the very Devils that were caſt out, who 
| believed and trembled ; the Devil confeſſing, what the Arias did 
* Paulin#bid. deny. Nay they gave out * , that Ambroſe had hired Perſons for Mo+ 
ney, to feign themſelves poſleſs'd, and to ſay that the evil Spirits were 
tormented by the Martyrs. But Heaven ſoon confuted this malici- 
ous infinuation. For on a ſudden one in the Crowd was ſeized with 
an evil Spirit, and cryed out, that they were really tormented in the 
ſame way that he was, and that this ſhould be the Portion of thoſe 
that diſowned the Martyrs, and diſclaim*d the Catholick Doftrine. 
The Arians confounded with this Teſtimony, had no other way but 
to endeavour to ſtifle it, to which end they got the man into thei 
hands, privately murdered him, and\ threw him into a Fiſh-pond, 
But to return. 
VIII. THE Corps being brought into the oe Church, and 
: the fame of the Miracles noys'd abroad, S. Ambroſe went into the 
tpn Pulpit, and preach'd ' to them upon that occaſion, taking for his 
LxzxV. Argument the former part of the XIX. Pſalm then read; The Heavens 
declare the Glory of God, &c. which he manag'd ſuitable to that So- 
lemnity. The Sermon ended, he would have proceeded to the in- 
terment of the Bodies, but the People unanimouſly beſought him, it 
might be deferr'd till the next Lord's day; at length it was agreed 
=Serm. XcLiv. jt ſhould be done the next day, when S. Ambroſe preachr = again, 
and purſued his former Subject, particularly reflecting upon the idle 
cavils of the 4riax Party, and their prodigious obſtinacy and incre- 
dulity, in rejeQting ſuch evident and immediate Teſtimonies from 
Heaven againſt them. So the holy Martyrs were depoſited in Tri- 
umph, and laid up in expectation of a glorious ReſurreQion. And 
though Baronixs to juſtifie thoſe Reliques of theſe Martyrs, which 
the Church of Rome ſhews at this day, fays * more than once, that 


® Ann. 337. 
Te. 4. $45. 


vil. S. Ambroſe reſerv'd part of them both for himſelf, and for the uſe and 


"Norge Ho ornament of other Churches. Yet ſure I am, S. Ambroſe, who beſt 


knew, ſays the contrary, that they buried them intire, and plac'd 
every joynt in its right order, condivimus integra, ad ordinem tranſti- 
limwus, as himlelf expreſſes it. The Arians however endeavouring to 
make head, were ſo overpowred on all hands with ſtronger evidence, 


and 2 better cauſe, that they thought it beſt for the preſent = let 
things 
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things ſleep, and fo the perſecution ceas'd. Howbeit Ambroſe want- 
* ed not Enemies at Court, that ſought not only to murder his Repu- 
tation, but to take away his Life. Among the reſt a deſperate Afſa- 
ſinate * preſt into his Bed-chamber with a drawn Sword, and as he 
was lifting up his hand ro give the Stroak, his Arm grew ſtiff and 
ſhrunk up. Amaz'd whereat the man confeſs*'d, that he had been 
ſet on and ſent by the Empreſs Ju/#ina, and upon his penitent Con- 
fefſion had the uſe of his Arm reſtor'd to him. Nor-did they ceaſe 
here, but rais'd up Hell it ſelf, and ſet it on work againſt him. One 
inftance whereof which the ſame Author reports, may ſuffice. Afeer 
Tuſtina's death, Innocentivs a Conjurer at his examination - and torture 
before the Judges for the charge of Sorcery, anſwered not direQly to 
the interrogatories, but cryed out, that he was extreamly tormented 
by S. Ambroſe his Guardian Angel, for that in the time of Juſtin to 
beget an ill opinion of the Biſhop in the minds of the People, he had 
got up to the top of the Church, and there offered Sacrifice at mid- 
night: Notwithſtanding which and all the tricks of his black art, the 
People had ſtill a greater reverence and devotion for him : That he had 
ſent Demons to kill him, who confeſs?d, that they could not come near 
him, no nor near the door of his Houſe, which was guarded round 
with fire, that ſcorch'd at a diſtance, wheneyer they attempted to ap- 
proach the place. 


* Paulin, ib 
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SECT. V.: 


His Aﬀts from his ſe:ond Embaſſy, till the death of Valen- - 


tinian. 


The fears in Italy of Maximus's invaſion. Ambroſe prevail'd with to 
undertake an Embaſſy to him., His arrival at Triers, and diſpute 4. 
bout his reception. The Diſcourſe that paſs*d between Maximus and 
him in the Conſiſtory. The great freedom and impartiality of his Diſ- 
courſe. He refuſes Communeon with the Uſurper. His return, and 
account of his Embaſſy. Domninus ſent in his room deluded by Max. 

. imus. Maximus izvades Italy, is encountered by the Emperor The. 
odoſius, routed, and put to death, Ambroſe his interceſſion with the 
Emperor in the cafe of the Jewilh Synagogue. His plain dealing with 
him, and prevailing to repeal the Edit, The murder of the Emperors 
Gereral at Theſlalonica. Warrants Moea out for revenge. 1he mi- 
ſerable laughter committed in that City. The Letter of S. Ambroſe, 
and a Synod to the Emperor Theodoſius,- ſuſpending him from Church- 
Communion, till publick Repentance and ſatisfattion given. S. Am- 
broſe his impartial diſcourſe to him at the Church-door, denying him 
admittance. The great forrow and reſentment of the Emperor, His 
paſſionate deſire of veing reconcil'd. His abſolution over confidently un- 
dertaken by Ruftinus. 7 he Emperor's coming to Church, and publick 
expreſſions of Scrrow and Repentance. His abſolution. Admoniſh'd 
by Ambroſe to receive the Communion without the Rails, His high 
commezdation of Ambroſe his courage and impartiality, Jovinian 
and his errors condemnd by S. Ambroſe and a Synod at Milan. Va- 
lentinian his expedition into France. Slain there by the treachery of 
Arbogaſtes. S. Ambroſe his Oration at bis Funcral. 


I. WW: E N a man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh his Enemies 


to be at peace with him, yea, and ſometimes to fly. to 

him for advice and ſafety : Which eminently hapnedin 

this caſe. News daily came to Milan of Maximus his preparations 
to invade [ra/y, They were- infinitely ſurpriz?2d and troubled at 
Court, and being 1n no capacity of defending themſelves, threw 
themſelves upon S. Ambroſe, whom they beſought to ſtand in the 
gap, and as he had ſuccesfully manag'd- a former Embaſſy, ſo he 
would now venture a ſecond time, and oppoſe himſelf againſt the 
Arms of the proſperous Uſurper. The good man burying the me- 
mory both of publick and private injuries, ? readily undertook the 
journey, and arriving at Triers, where Maximus reſided, the next 
day went to Court. He was met by a French Eunuch, chief Gen- 
tleman of the Bed-chamber, of whom he demanded, that he might 
have audience. The Eunuch ask*d whether he had any credential 
Letters, the Biſhop replyed he had. Whereupon the other acquaint- 
ed him, that he could not be admitted but in Coſtory, or the place 
of publick audience. He anſwered, that was not the way, wherein 
Biſhops 
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Biſhops were wont to be treated, and that he had Afﬀairs of impor- 
tance that were tobe privately communicated to his Prince. Then 
he went in to acquaint his Maſter, but brought back no other an. 
ſwer, to which the Biſhop rejoyn'd, that this way of treatment was 
unſuitable to the Character that he bore, however he was reſolv'd 
not to be wanting to the buſineſs he had undertaken, and was glad 
he had an opportunity of making his particular Concerns ſtoop to 
the intereſt both of his living, and his deceaſed Prince. Maxim: 
being ſar 1n Council, Ambroſe was introduc'd, at whoſe coming in, 
the Prince role up to give him the kiſs, according to the uſual falu- 
tation of Biſhops and great men in thoſe times. But Ambroſe ſtood 
{till among the Councellors, who perlwaded him to go up nearer ts 
che Throne, telling him the Emperor call'd him. What Diſcourſe 
paſs'd between them, ,was in this enſuing Dialogue. © AMBROSE. 
«] wonder you ſhould offer the kiſs to one whom you do not own, 
* for if you did, dn would not give me Audience in this place. 
© MAXIMUS. Biſhop, you ſeem to be much in paſſion. 4MBR. I 
* am more aſhamed than angry. to ſee my ſelf in ſo unſuitable a 
« place. MAXIM. At your firſt Embaſly you came into the Coſe- 
* tory. AMBR. That was no fault of mine, *twas his that ſummon'd 
« me, not mine, that camein. MAX. Why then did you come in 
«*arall? AMBR. Becauſe I then came to require peace from you as 
* an inferior, now, it ſeems, as an equal. MAX. How do you mean 
* equal ? 4MBR. By the favour of Almighty God, who did not on- 
©ly give, but has preſerved the Empire to Valentinian. MAX. 
* You have 1mpos'd upon me, and ſo has Baxto, who under pretence 
© of ſecuring the young Emperor, ſought to transfer the Empire to 
* himſelf, and to chat end ſent an Army of barbarous People againſt 
* me, as if I had not Forces enough to oppoſe againſt him, having 
* ſo many thouſands of thoſe barbarous Nations conſtantly under my 
* pay. And had not I then been detain'd, when you came upon 
* that Embaſſy, who could have oppos'd me, or have ſtop'd the courſe 
* of my ViEtory ? Ambr. Be not angry, Sir, there is no cauſe for it, 
* but calmly hear my reply. I am come, becauſe you complain, 
* that whilſt you hearkned to me at my firſt Embaſſy, you were de- 
* ceived by me. But I acconnt it an honour to undergoe all this 
* for the ſake of an Orphan Prince. For whom ſhould we that are 
* Bithops defend, if not Orphans ? It being commanded by the Law 
* of our Religion, judge the Fatherleſs, plead for the Widow, and re- 
* lieve the oppreſſed : And elſewhere, he is a Father of the Fatherleſs, 
* and a Judge of the Widows, But I intend not to reproach Yalenti- 
© ia with my good Offices. To come to the point ; where did I 
* ever oppoſe your, Army, and hinder your paſſage into 1raly ? What 
* Rocks did I throw in your way ? What Forces ? What Legions 
* did I encounter you with ? Did I with my body ſtop up the Alps, 
* and render them unpaſſable to you ? I would it were in my power 
*{o to do, I ſhould not fear any complaints or objections you could 
© make againſt it. With what promiſes did I ever delude you, to 
© make you conſent to a Peace ? Did not you your ſelf ſend Count 
©*Y;Far, whom I met not far from Mentz, to deſire Peace ? How 
© then did /alentinian deceive you, from whom your ſelf firſt prayed 
* Peace, before ever he ſent to demand it ? In what was it that 
Fff2 Bauts 
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&* Ba»to beguiPd you, while he only teſtihted his care and fideliry tg 
* his Maſter ? Was it that he did not betray his Prince ? What wag 
* it whetein 1 circumvented you ? At my firſt arrival, when you faid 
* that //al-»tinjan ought to come to you as a Son to his Father, | 
* replyed, it was not reaſonable that an Infant Prince with his Wi. 
** dow Morher ſhould paſs the A/ps in the extremities of Winter, 
*and to do it without her, was in that junQture of Afﬀairs to run 
* the greateſt hazard ; that our Embaſly was only for Peace, not to 
* undertake for the Emperor's coming, nor could I engage for what 
* was not within my Commiſſhon, and ſure I am, I never did pro. 
* mile any thing in that matter, ſo that your ſelf ſaid, let us wair 
*and ſee what anſwer or will bring with him, who while ] 
* ſtaid with you, arrived at Mi/az ; where his demands were rejett- 
*ed, andhe was told, Peace was the bulineſs ſought on both lides, 
* and not the Emperor's journey, who could not ſtir; and I was 
* rreſent at his return, How then did I hinder YValeatinian! Aﬀerr 
© this, Embaſſadors were diſpatcld into Fraxce to deny them paſlage, 
* and they met me at /alextia in France, and at my return, I found 
© the paſſages of the A4/ps guarded by both Parties. How did 1 
* then divert your Armies ? What Troops of yours hindred 1 from 
'* going into [taly? What Barbarians did Count Bauto iend againſt 
*you? Though it had been no wonder if he being by Nanon a 
** Barbarian had done it, when you your ſelf threaten'd the Roman Em- 
* pire with your barbarous Forces, whom you keep in pay with the 
* Money that's uſually levied upon the Provinces. See now the dif- 
** ference between your fierce threats, and the ſweetneſs of the young 
* Emperor YValextinian? Nothing would fatisfie you, but with your 
** Barbarian Troops to break in upon Iraly, while Vatentinian diverted 
* the Hunns and the Alani, who were coming down through Ger- 
'* 24ny to fall upon Gar. And wherein had But: been to blamg, 
'* if he had ſet the Barbarians together by the ears? Tor while you 
* made your ſelf Maſter of the R-»-az Forces, and he on the other 
** fide prepares on all hands to defend himſelf, the Jarhnnzt in the 
* mean time waſt the Country of the Griz0zs in the' very heart of 
'* the Empire, and to ſuppreſs theſe Jaurhungi are the Hunns call'd 
* in, who when they were upon their march, and near at hand, 
* were forc'd to retire, and deſert their intended Conqueſt, that you 
'* might not be alarm'd and dilturb'd. Compare the caſe ; you cau- 
* ſed rhe Country of the Griz995 to be waſted, Valentinian with his 
* own money purchas'd your Peace. Behold your own Brother, 
* that ſtands there at your right hand, whom, when /alextinian 
© might have facrific'd him to his paſſion, he honourably diſmils'd 
* back to you : He had him in his power, and yet at the very in- 
* {tant when the news of the bloody affaſſination of his Brother 
* Gratiaz was brought him, conquered his jult reſentment, and ge- 
* neroufly ſcornd to repay like for like. Weigh the caſe, and be 
* your ſelf judge in this matter. He ſent you back your Brother a- 
*-live and well, do you return him his though dead. Why ſhould 
** you deny him the remains of his Brother, who did not deny you 
* aſbſtances againſt himſelf ? Bur you are afraid thar at the ſight of 
* his body, the grief of his Souldiers ſhould ſtir afreſh; for ſo you 


* pretend, that they will revenge his death, whom they —_ 
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« when alive. Why ſhould you fear him being dead, whom you 
« flew, when *twas in your power to have preſerved hint? You'le 
«ſay 'tis like, I did but kill mine Enemy : No, he was not your E- 
« nemy, . but you his ; he 1s now incapable of making, or being gra- 
« tified by any defence that can be made for him. Conſider but 
« your own caſe. Suppoſe any one in theſe parts ſhould at this 
«time make Head againſt you, and uſurp the Empire ; I deſire to 
* know, whether you would account your ſelf his Enemy, or him 
« yours ? If I miſtake not, *tis the Uſurper makes the War, the 
« Emperor does but defend his right. And can you deny his aſhes, 
«4 whom you ought not to have put to death ? Let YValentinian have 
« his Brothers remains, at leaſt as pledges of the Peace. Can you 
&pretend, you commanded him not to be killd, whom you forbid to 
> be buried ? Who can believe but you begrutch'd him his Life, 
« whom you envy the eaſe and honour of a Grave ? But to return. 
« T underſtand you take it ill, that /Yaleatinian's Friends fled rather 
« to the Emperor Theodoſins, than to your ſelf : And could youever 
« expect it to be otherwiſe, when you ſent to demand thoſe that 
« fled, that you might bring them to condign puniſhment, and put 
«to death as many as you got withln ru power, while Theodoſtres 
« rewarded and preferr'd thoſe that fled to him. MAX. Whom did 
«T put to death? AMBR. Bailio, a gallant man, and a brave Com- 
« mander ; and was it cauſe enough to take away his Life, rhat he 
«4 was faithful to his Prince * MAX. I did not command himto be 
* put to death. 4MBR. *Twas fo reported with us, that he wag 
@ commanded to be ſlain. MAY. Indeed had he not laid hands upon 
© himſelf, I had given order that he ſhould be carried ro Cabilonum, 
42nd there burnt alive. AMBR. It was not then without ground, 
* that the report went abroad, that you had kilPd him. And who 
« could hope to eſcape, when ſo great a Commander, ſo ſtout a 
« Souldier, ſo uſeful an Officer was put/ to death ? 

[1. WITH this freedom and impaytiality did the holy man treat 
the Tyrant, a man would have thought to the immediate peril of his 
head. Burt for that time they parted fair, Maxim promiſing to en- 
ter with him into a treaty of Peace. But finding afrerwards that he 
refusd Communion with him, and all the Biſhops of his Party (who 
were generally of the Ithaczan Sect) he grew angry, and ina paſſion 
commanded him forthwith to depart the Court. He wanted not 
Friends that advis'd him to look about him, there would be ſnares 
and ambuſhes laid for him, and that the Uſurper was too much galld 
with his freedom and plainneſs, not to ſeek revenge. Before he de- 
parted, he interceded in the behalf of one Hy2izus an aged Biſhop, 
who was then ordered to be. baniſh*d, that at leaſt he might be fur- 
niſh'd with Proviſions fit for a Perſon of his Age and Quality, and 
got be thruſt out without a Garment to cover him, or a Bed to lye 
on ; but was repuls'd in his Addreſs, and himſelf thruſt out of doots, 
So he return'd to 1/12, gave the Emperor an account of his Embaſlly, 
and withall adviſed him to be cautious how he treated with Maximins, 
a concealed Enemy, who pretended Peace, but intetnded War. And 
j1{t {6 he found it. For not fatisfied with Ambroſe his Legation. he 
difpatch'd Domninss *, a prime Favorite at Court npon the ſame 
errand, whom 1Maximys entertain2d with all the obliging Carefles, 


and 
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and demon{rations of Honor and Reſpect, and as a further inſtance 
of his kindneſs and friendſhip towards Yalentinian, lent back with 
the Embaſſador a conſiderable part of his Army to aſſiſt the'Emperor 
againlt the barbarous People that were then falling in upon Paz. 
z0aia, Coming to the Alps, the Soldiers on a ſudden as they had 
been commanded , ſecur'd all the narrow and difficult paſſages, 
which was no ſooner done, but Maximus followed after with his 
whole Army, and finding no oppoſition, marched direQly into Jtafy, 
taking up his Quarters at Aquiteia, The news: of this unexpeQed 
ſurprize carried terror along with it into every place. Valentinianand 
his Mother fearing to fall into the Enemies hand, immediately took 
Ship, and fled to Theſſalonica, whence they ſent to the Emperor T hee. 
dvſius, to repreſent the ſad Circumſtances of their Aﬀairs, and to pray 
his ſpeedy aſſiſtance before all was loſt. Max/wrs in the mean while 
went on with all the rage and fierceneſs that could attend a conquer. 
ing Enemy, filling all thoſe parts with ſpoils and ſlaughter. And 
though we read not particularly that Mzaz ſuffered w_ thing in the 
common Calamity, yet was not S. Ambroſe leſs affected with the 
Miſeries of his Brethren, multitudes whereof were undone, others 
taken Captive, for whoſe Relief and Redemption he et all the Springs 
of Charity on work, and when all other methods of Contribution 
were exhauſted, he broke in pieces the rich Communion Plate © be- 
longing to his Church, which he cauſed to be diſtributed for the Ran. 
ſom of Captives. The Ar/axs indeed afterwards laid this to his charge 
('twas the ſame Plate he had denied to them) but he deſpiſed their 
malice, and defended himſelf from the Piety and ſeaſonableneſs of the 
Aft. All this while Theodoſius, though earneſtly ſolicited , and 
though he had on purpoſe removed to 7 heſſalonica, yet moved 4 bur 
ſlowly in the expedition, till falling in Love with Gala, Fuſtinas 
youngeſt Daughter, a Princeſs of incomparable Beauty, he could ob- 
tain her upon no other Terms, than an immediate Proſecution of the 
War againſt the Uſurper. And now the expedition went on apace, 
and Maximus ſuſpeCting that Theodoſivs would make his Voyage by 
Sea (as indeed he had put Juſtina and her Children on board to be 
{ſhip'd for Rox) had made all his Preparations to encounter him 
there, when as he paſſed with his Army by. Land through Paxnonia, 
and the Straits of the Apernixe Hills, and fo came by ſurprize upon 
Aquileia, where a Van-guard of the Army entring the City, ſeize 
upon Maximus, pull him off the Throne, diveſt him of his imperial 
Robes, and bring him bound to T heodoſius, by whoſe command, after 
ſome ſevere reproaches, but eſpecially at the inſtance and clamour 
of the Soldiers, he loſt his head. By which means the Fortunes of 
the Empire were happily reſettled, Yalentinian reſtored to his Domi- 
nions, and Peace to 1taly. 

III, WHILE Theodoſins ſtaid at Milay®, news was brought 
him of a great violence and injury that had been offered to a Jewiſh 
Synagogue in the Eaſtern _ For it ſeems ſome Chriſtian Monks 
celebrating the Feſtival of the Macchabees, had in their Proceſſion as 
they went about ſinging Pſalms, been affronted by ſome Jews, and 
ſome of the Followers of the old Heretick YValentinus, upon which 
ſome Chriſtians ſet on fire the Church belonging to thoſe Hereticks, 
together with a neighboring Synagogue of the Jews. The Comes 
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Orientts preſently ſent a Relation of it to the Emperor, and the re- 
port loſt nothing by going. Theodoſins was highly exaſperated with 
the Fat, and forthwith: gave order, that the Monks ſhould be pro- 
ceeded againſt, and that the Synagogue ſhould be re-built at the 
charges of the Biſhop of that place. Ambroſe was then at Aquileia, 
where hearing of the Caſe, he diſpatch'd a Letter * to the Emperor, * £114. xx:x, 
beſeeching him to recall his EdiQ, and to admit his Mediarion, tel- ?- 1% ©. 
ling him, if he were not worthy to be heard in this Petition to the 
Emperor, there was no reaſon why he ſhould be heard whenever he 
titioned Heaven for the Emperor : he offered to take the Crime 
upon himſelf, and if the Emperor pleaſed, to undergo the puniſhment, 
'Twas poſſible, he ſaid, the Count of the Eaſt might make the Caſe 
worſe than indeed it was ; however, that twould be an intolerable 
ſcandal to Chriſtianity, that Jewiſh or Gentile Temples ſhould be 
erected out of the Revenues of the Church, and that the Patrimony 
of Chrift ſhould be thrown away upon Pagans and Infidels : «he 
Jews might then juſtly put up this Inſcription in the Front of their 
Synagogue, TEMPLUM IMPIETATIS FACTUM DE 
ANUBIIS CHRISTIANORUM;. The Temple of Impiety 
built of the "na of Chriſtians. But for the preſent he prevailed no- 
thing, till ſhortly after returning home, and —_— before the 
Emperor s, he diſcours'd upon the wholſomneſs of Sacerdotal Reproof * ?aulir. loc. 
and Admonition, an Argument which he proſecuted with great life $47; 
and vigor, and to the infinite fatisfaQtion of the Auditory, In his £44. Paru, 
Sermon he brought in our Lord thus ſpeaking to the Emperor. 7 4 
raid thie from a wery mean condition to the Empire, I delivered thige 
Enemies Army into thine hands, with all his Furniture and Preparation, 
and brong ht his Perſon within thy Power ; I have plac'd thy Son upon the 
Throne, and cauſed thee to triumph without any labor or difficulty, and 
doſt thou now cauſe mine Enemies to triumph over m-! He ended his 
Sermon, and as he was coming down the Stairs, Biſhop ( /aid the 
Emperor) have you preach'd this againſt me to day ? No, Sir, replied 
the Biſhop, T have not preacl'd againſt, but for you. I confeſs. (a»- 
ſwered the Emperor ) I decreed hard things againft the Biſhop, when 
I commanded that he ſhould repair the Synagogue. The Courtiers 
that were preſent told him, that the Monks however . ought to be 
puniſhed. Which Ambroſe overhearing replied, my buſineſs at this 
time is with the Emperor, I ſhall deal with you at another rate. So 
he obtain'd that rhe EdiCt ſhould be revers'd, nor would he go up to 
the Altar, till the Emperor had ſolemnly engag'd his Faith that it 
ſhould be done, which he accordingly did, and then the Biſhop went 
up, and adminiſtred the holy Sacrament, and the remaining Offices 
of Devotion. 
IV. TWO years and longer Theodoſius continued in the WP, 
ſettling Aﬀairs, diverting himſelf from place to place, and enjgying 
the Triumphs of his late Victory. During which time a fad acci- 
dent © happened at Theſſalonica, that created him no ſmall diſturbance \ g,,y, ,,, 
and inquietude, and which commenc'd from a ſmall Original. Bu- p. 743- Throd, 
thericus (who was Commander of the Horſe in Ilyricum) had a ee 
Coach-man, that burning with an unlawful and unnatural paſſion 4x. i644. p. 5. 
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after, that there was to be a famous Horſe-Race in the publick Hippo- 
drome, and this Coach-man being peculiazly expert at thole kind of 
Sports, the People earneſtly requeſted hegmight be ſer ar liberty in 
order to it. But their Petition was rejetted.* The People impatient 
of denial, grew preſently into a Tumult, aſſaulted Buthericus's houſe, 
and kill'd him, knocking others on the head, and dragging them up 
and down the Streets. The news hereof being tranſmitted to 7h- 
odoſius, he fell into a grievous paſſion, and commanded that the Law 
of retaliation ſhould Le turn'd upon the City, and the Sword let 
looſe upon them. S. Ambroſe immediately ſtept in, and vehemently 
interceded with the Emperor, and ſo plyed the bufinels, that the Em- 
peror promis'd to pardon the Riot that had been committed. But 
the Biſhop being m the great Officers at Court deeply reſenting 
the violence and indignity that had been offered to men in publick 
Authority, and conſidering what I unpuniſht Villany 
might hereafter give to popular fury, preſt the Emperor to revenge, 
and obtain'd a\ Warrant for Execution, which was ſent accordingly, 
And that the thing might be done more effeCtually, the'People were 
invited to the Circus under pretence of publick ſports, where the 
Souldiers without any warning broke in upon them, and making no 
difference flew all that came next to hand ; thence they proceeded in- 
to the City, which they filld with blood and cruelty. Nor did Stran- 
gers fare any better than thereſt, all Laws'of Nature and Nations be- 
ing at this time trodden under foot. A_ Merchant had his two Sons 
ſeiz'd, and hald towards Execution, the Father followed, and paſſi- 
onately begg'd their lives, praying that himſelf might dye in their 
ſtead, and offering the Souldiers his whole Eſtate 1nto the Bargain, 
The moſt barbarous nature could not but relent a little at ſuch are- 
queſt, the Souldiers told him, their number muſt be made up, they 
could not diſmiſs both his Sons, one they were content to ſpare, and 
bid him make his choice. And now nature was divided, and began 
to conteſt with it ſelf. The good man equally lov'd both, he ſigh'd 
and wept, argued and diſputed, but could come to no reſolution with- 
in himſelf, not knowing which to part with. And in this confli& 
of thoughts and paſſions he continued, till they were both ſlain be- 
fore his eyes. In ſhort, the {laughter continued three whole hours, 
and ſeven thouſand were put to death, without any Trial or Enquiry 
todiſtinguiſh between the guilty and the innocent. 

V. SO barbarous a maſſacre was infinitely diſtaſtful to all good 
men, and to none more than S. Ambroſe, who was at that time Sy- 
nodically aſſembled with ſeveral Biſhops upon the occaſion of ſome 
French Prelates newly arriv'd in thoſe parts. They all bewail'd the 
horridneſs and inhumanity of the aQtion, highly condemn'd Theods- 
ſis, © and committed the proſecution of the caſe toS. Ambroſe, who 
* preſently wrote i to the Emperor, laying before him the aggrava- 
« tions of the Fat, and the violation of the promiſe he had made 
© to him, exhorting him by a publick and a ſincere Repentance to 
&« reconcile himſelf to God and the Church ; a courſe indiſpenſably 
« neceſſary, before he could admit him to the holy Eucharift, or the 
* communion of any of the divine Offices : That this was not the 
© reſult of any ſtubborn obſtinate humour, it being no more than 
*« what had been repreſented tohim in a dream, wherein he had ſeen 
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« his Majeſty coming into the Church, at whoſe approach he had 
« heen immediately forbidden from above to conſecrate and diſpence 
« the holy Communion ; that nothing but a hearty repentance could 
« reſtore him, which, if he gave any credit to him, he would im- 
« mediately ſet upon, if not, he would not take it amiſs, that he 
«prefer'd his duty to God before the reſpect that, he owed to the 
« Emperor. Theodoſius having read the Letter, began: to be troubled, 
and to be uneaſie in his own mind : He was a good man, and though 
naturally apt to receive quick impreſſions of anger, was as ſoon 
reduc'd to a juſt ſence of things. He came back to Milan, and as 
he was wont, went to Church, but the Biſhop met him at the 
Church-porch, and forbid him any further entrance. Perhaps Sir, 
(laid he) you do not rightly apprehend the horribleneſs of the Maſſacre 
lately committed, for though the ſtorm of your fury be blown over, yet 
reaſon h.ts not yet recovered its ſight, to diſcern clearly the greatneſs of the 
' miſchief. The Imperial luſtre, 'tis like, blinds your eyes that you cannot 
ſee your Offence, and your power impoſes upon your reaſon. But you ſhould 
do well withal to keep an eye to the frail and corruptible condition of hu- 
mane Nature, and to reflet# upon that original duſt, out of which we were 
all made, and unto which we muſt all return. Let not the ſplendor of 
your purple Robes hinder you from being acquainted with the infirmities of 
that body which they cover, Tou are, Sr, of the fame make with thoſe 
Subj:&s which you govern, who are not your Subjetts only, but in ſome 
ſence your fellow-ſervants. For there is one Lord and Emperor of the 
World, the great Creator of all things. And with what eyes then will 
you behold the Temple of this common Lord? With what feet will you tread 
his Sanftuary ? How will you ftretch forth thoſe hands in prayer, that are 
fill reeking with the blood of the innocent? How will you preſume with 
ſuch hands to receive the moſt ſacred Body of our Lord? How will you 
lift up his precious Blood to thoſe Lips, which lately uttered ſo ſavage « 
decree for the unjuſt ſhedding ſo much blood ? Depart therefore, and ſeek 
nt by a ſecond Offence to aggravate your former fault, but quietly take the 
goat upon you, which our great Lord has from above allotted for you. *Tis 
ſharp, but *tis Medicinal, and immediately conducive to your health. The 
reat Prince was amaz?d at ſo home and ſevere an entertainment ; 
omething he offered by way of extenuation, that even David had 
been guilty both of Murder and Adultery. The holy man replyed, 
Him whom you followed in th: ſin, follow alſo in his repentance. 

VI. THE Emperor now ſufficiently ſenſible of his caſe, return'd 
back tothe Pallace, and teftified his grief by all the expreſſions of 
tears and ſorrow. Eight months he remained: in this penitential 
ſtate, all which time he wore nothing but mourning Garments. The 
Solemniry of Chriſtmaſs was now near at hand, at the remembrance 
whereof the Emperor then ſitting in the Palace burſt out into tears. 
Ryfn, Controuler of the Palace, a bold man, and familiar with the 
Emperor, obſerving it, askt him what was the cauſe of his grief, 
whereat he fell intoa more violent paſſion. © Rufiz ({aid he) thou 
 doſt but make ſport and mock me, thou little knoweſt the trou- 
© bles I feel : I weep and bewail my hard fate; ſervants and beg- 
« gars may freely go into the Honſe of God, and pour out their 
* prayers to Heaven, while the Church doors, and conſequently the 
* Gates of Heaven are ſhut up againſt me: For I remember what our 
Gges « Lord 
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* Lord has peremptorily declared, MWhatſ5ever you ſhall bind on Eaxth, 
* [hall be bound in Heaven. If that be it(replyed Rufinus) if you pleaſe. 
 &Ple run to the Biſhop, and pray him to releaſe the Sentence. No. 
&« ſaid the Emperor, you will never be able to perſwade Ambroſe. | 
& know the julſtneſs of the Sentence he has paſt, and that he will ne. 
* yer out of Reverence to the Imperial Dignity betray the Commangs 
* of God. Rufiz perſiſted in his confidence that he ſhould preyai] 
and ſo the Emperor gave him leave to go, himſelf ſoon after follow. 
ing him, led with the aſſurance which the other had given him. 4x. 
broſe no ſooner ſaw the Controuler coming towards him, but he 
abruptly broke out, © Ryfin (aid he) you have put on a ſhameleſ 
* impudence : You were the adviſer of this Maſſacre, and now you 
&© havelaid aſide all ſhame, and neither bluſh nor tremble at 6 
* great an aſſault as you have made upon the Image of God. The 
man fell to intreaties, and told him the Emperor would be there þ 
and by ; © if ſo (faid the Biſhop) R#fiz, 1 tell you plainly, I ſhall 
«* forbid him to enter the Church-porch : And if he think good to 
turn his power into force and Tyranny, here I am, moſt ready tg 
undergo any death he ſhall allot me. *Twas no time to ſtand dif. 
puting, Ryf/n knew'the Biſhops reſolution, and therefore diſpatcht a 
Meſſage to the Emperor, to let him know what had paſt, and to 
perſwade him to ſtay at home.. The —_— met” him juſt as he 
was coming over the Market-place, which when he heard, he reply. 
ed, Ile go however, and undergoe the ſhame I have juſtly deſerved. Be- 
ing come near the Church he ſtopt, and addreſſing himſelf to the 
Biſhop, who fat in a Room hard by, prayed he might be abſoly'd, 
Ambroſe bluntly told him, that his coming thither was a forcible and 
violent invaſion, that he fought againſt God, and trod his Laws un- 
der foot. To which the Emperor calmly anſwered, © I do not af- 
* front the eſtabliſh Conſtitutions, nor deſire contrary to Law to 
« enter within the holy doors, I only beg to be releas'd from the Ex- 
* communicatory Sentence, and that herein you would conſider and 
« imitate the compaſſion and tenderneſs of our common Lord, and 
* not bar up thoſe Gates againſt me, which our Lord has ſet open to 
© all Penitents. What ſigns of Penitence (ſaid Ambroſe) have you 
* given for ſo foul a Crime?With what Medicines have you cur'd your 
* Wounds ? *Tis your part (replyed the Emperor) to preſcribe the 
* Remedy, to mix the Ingredients, to apply the Plaiſter ; mine, to 
* ſubmit, and comply with the preſcriprions. Since then (faid the 
* Biſhop) you have let the Reins looſe to rage and fierceneſs, and 
&© that 'twas not reaſon, but paſſion ditated the Warrant, let a Law 
& be drawn up henceforth, to cancel all Decrees paſt in haſt and fu- 
&« ry, let all Warrants that touch Life, or forfeiture of Eſtates be 
& kept thirty dayes after ſigning, that there may be reſpite for amore 
* mature and deliberate Judgment ; which time expir'd, let them 
« who drew up the Warrant, again preſent it to you ; that ſo Reaſon 
< being freed from the fumes and clouds of anger, may impartially 
&« weigh the caſe, and diſcern whether it be right or wrong ; if it 
* appear tobe wrong, it is plain, it ought then to reverſe it, if right, 
* to confirm and ratifie it ; and ſo by this delay, the affair will. pro- 
* ceed with moſt advantage. Theodofius readily embrac'd the Mo- 
<* tion, which he approy'd as uſeſul and excellent advice, command- 
| - ng 
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ing a Law * to be drawn up to that purpoſe, which he immediately ; | 
Se n'd with his own hand. This done, the Biſhop pronounc'd bl cod: Thu The? 
Abſolution, whereupon he went into the Church, and there throw- 4%: 13.6 
ing himſelf proſtrate upon the ground, cried out with David; My INS 
Soul cleaveth unto the duſt, quicken thou me according to thy word, and #n ntroq; ta- 
with all the expreſſions of a holy grief, _y his hair, beating his T5009 1906- 
forehead, and with tears running down his cheeks, begg'd pardori &cof. na 
of God and good men. And when the time of offering came, he #*6:«ſant. 
went up with tears to the Communion-Table, and having made his 
Offering, ſtood till within the Rails, as the Cuſtom was for the Eni- 
perors to do in the Exſter» Church. Ambroſe either not knowing it, 
or taking no notice of it, ask't him what he wanted ; he anſwered, 
he waited to receive the holy Sacrament ; the Biſhop ſent the chief 
Deacon to him to let him know, that the places within the Railes 
were reſerved only for the Clergy, that therefore he ſhould go and 
ſtand with the reit withont, for though the purple made men Em- 

rs, it did not make them Priefts. A rebuke which the good 

peror took with an even and compoſed mind, commanding them 
to acquaint the Biſhop, that he had not taken that place out of atiy 
pride or arrogance, but - becauſe it was the Cuſtom to do fo at Con- 


fantinople, however that he thank't him for his Correftion. And it 


made ſuch deep impreſſion, that at his retuta to Conſtantinople he al. 
ways went and ſtood without the Railes ; and when Ne#arins the 
Biſhop askt him why he did ſo, he anſwered with a figh, that he 
had at length been taught the difference between a Prince and a Bi- 
ſhop, nd with much difficulty found a teacher of truth, and 
that Ambroſe was the only Perſon he had met with that truly de- 
ſerv'd the name of a Biſhop. Thus ended the conteſt between The- 
odoſius and S, Ambroſe, wherein how far Ambroſe overſtrained the 
ſtring, I ſhall not now diſpute, remembring I here ſuſtain the Perſon 
not of a Divine, but an Hiſtorian. | | 

VI. W E mention'd a Synod that aſſiſted S. Ambroſe in the Con- 
detmnation of Theodoſius : It was at that time aſſembled at Ma» upon 
this occaſion. FJovinien, a ſecret Diſciple of Helvidins had livd ſome 
years in S. Ambroſe his Monaſtery at Milan, IE deſigns under 
a vail of Piety. Ar laſt he threw off his Monaſtick habit, putting on 
the moſt gaudy and ſplendid Attire, and indulging himſelf in all the 
modes and faſhions, the pleaſures and delicacies of a Secular Life. 
And becauſe all was nothing unlefs he ſet up for the Head of a Se&, 
he vented ſuch Dodrines as theſe; that Marriage was a ſtate Cereris 
paribus, of equal merit and perfeQtion with Calebacy ; that they who 
had been duly regenerate by Baptiſm, could not be undermind and © 
ſubverted by the Devil ; that the abſtaining from ſome ſorts of meats 
was no whit better than an indifferent _ of them, provided they 
were uſed with thankſgiving ; and that all who were careful to live 
according to their baptiſmal Obligation, ſhould have an equal reward 
in Heaven. And methinks had he taught no worſe than this, he had 
not deſerv'd ſo loud and ſevere an out-cry to be made againſt him. Bur 
it ſeems (as *tis the fate of Seducers to wax worſe and worſe) he af- 
terwards maintain'd, that the Mother of our Lord after the birth of 
Chriſt ceas'd to bea Virgin, and had other Children, and what is yet 
worſe than that, that Chriſt did not take true fleſh'upon lim.” Being 
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fore'd toquit Milan, he fled to Rome; where he ſuccesfully Propa- 
gated his Opinions, and wrote ſeveral Books in vindication of them, 
Pope Siricius preſently conven'd the Presbytery of that City, and con- 
demned him and his followers, an account whereof he ſent by three 
Presbyters in a Letter ! direQted to the Church of Milay, where up- 
on the arrival of ſome Prelates out of France, a Synod of the neigh. 
bouring Biſhops was met about this matter. They read Siricims's E- 
piſtle, and then proceeded to a Synodical Cenſure, condemning the 
men and their dogmata, and then writ an anſwer ® to Siricius, where- 
in they commend his care and ſollicitude in his Paſtoral ſtation, his 
diligent watching over. the Flock againſt the attempts of Wolves, af- 
ter which they deſcend to a particular confutation of Jovinian's Opi- 
nions. What became of Jovinian afterwards, and how ſharply he 
was taken up and treated by S. Jerom, but eſpecially by the Empe- 
ror Honorius (who ordered = him to be apprehended, whipt with 
Plumbate, or Rods with leaden Bullets, and to be baniſht into Box, 
an Hland belonging to Dalmatia, with ſevere penalties againſt his 
Diſciples and followers) lies not within my compals to enquire. 
VIII. T WO years after, viz. An». CCCXCII. Theodoſius being 
return'd into the Eaſtern parts, Valentinian went into France to pre- 
pare for an expedition againſt the barbarous People, that were ready 
to fall in upon thoſe parts of the Empire. Count Arbogaſtes ® , Gene- 
ral of the Forces there, a Frank by Nation, a man bold and rich, 
had by Bribes and other Arts of infinuation mightily endeared him- 
{elf to the Souldiers, and uponall occaſions took too much upon him, 
even in his converſe with the Emperor himſelf. Princes are very 
tender of their Liberty, and the Royalties of their Crowns. Yalen- 
tinian liked not a Controuler ſo near him, and had oft attempted, 
but in vain to ſhake him off. At length he gave him a Warrant to 
diſcharge him of his command. But Arbogaftes bluntly told him, 
*twas not he that had given him that Command, nor was it he that 
could take it away from him, and with that tore the Paper in pieces, 
threw it upon the ground, and went out ; and within few dayes the 
Emperor was found ſtrangled in the Palace, on Saturday, May the 
15th. being then Whitſon-eve. While he lay at Vien in France, he 
greatly deſired to be baptiz'd ? before he engaged with the Enemy, 
and to that end had ſent for S. Ambroſe to come to him, whole arri- 
val he paſſionately expeQed, thinking every day a year. The Bt- 
ſhop had put himſelf upon his Journey, and was got on this fide the 
Alps, when he met with the ſad news of the Emperor's death, where- 
at amaz'd, he returned back with a heavy heart. The report here- 
of being carried to Theodoſins, he wrote to S. Ambroſe to take care for 
an honourable Funeral, who in his anſiver 4 gives him an account 
what Materials they had in readineſs for it. The Body then being 
conveyed to Milan, was laid up in a Magnificent Monument, at the 
Interment whereof S. Ambroſe preacht his Funeral Sermon » , wherein 
he elegantly bewails the untimely loſs of the young Prince, whoſe 
hopeful beginnings and excellent vertues he deſcribes, and largely 
proves that the want of Baptiſm, which he had ſo earneſtly defired 
and longed for, ſhould not prejudice his eternal happineſs in ano- 
ther World, the merciful God in ſuch caſes accepting the will for 
the deed. Toward the concluſion he introduces his Brother Gra- 
14} 
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ties, welcoming him into the Regions of the blefled, between whom 
he runs a Paraſel, and applies to them that of David concerning 
Saul and Jonathan, they were lovely and pleaſant in their lives, and in 
their death (meaning as to the manner of it) they were not divided. 


——_—— 
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SE CH VE 
His Atts from the death of Valentinian till his own death, 


enius his uſurpation of the Empire. His mean quality, and unſettled 
ks Yo! great favours Nbewed to the Geailes. Hus a A oach 
to Milan, S. Ambroſe his fight thence, and Letter to him. "Roated 
and put to death by Theodofius. Ambroſe his interceſſion in behalf 
= conquered. The death of the good Emperor Theodoſius at Mi- 

. His Charatter. Vindicated from the Calumnies of Zoſimus. 
Ambroſe his ftout defence of the priviledges of the Church. Immedi- 
ate puniſhment upon the wiolaters of it. broſe ſent toby the Queen 
of. the Marcomans for 9 an in the C _—_— Faith. His ſick- 
meſs. An account of his laſt hours. His death and burial. His Cha- © 
rafter. The exemplary piety of his private Life. His behaviour in 
his Epiſcopal Station. His indefatigable Induſtry, Xgal, Courage, Im- 
partiality ; his Clemency to Penitents, ſollicitouſneſs for the Church, 
managery of publick Affairs ; his Charity, and Hoſpitality, Dining vn 
Saturdays contrary to the cuſtom of other places. His learning, and 
quick Progreſs in the ſtudy of Theology. His phraſe and ſtyle. His 
works, conſiſting of Tras, Sermons, Epiftles, a»d Commentaries. 
His making ſo much uſe of the Greek Fathers no blemiſh to him. S. 
Jerom's Pique againſt him. His fame and reputation in foreign 
Countries, A Journey made by ſome from Perlia on purpoſe to converſe 


with him, An account of his writings. 
L 
the Empire : A Fellow of ignoble birth, and a mean pro- ſ*:r- 

- feſſion, being no better than a Rhetorician, and a School- 
maſter; but withal a man of parts and ſubtlety, and who by Richo- - 
mrs recommendation had infinuated himſelf ſo far into the favour 
of Arbogaſtes, that he took him into his moſt intimate Councils, and 
fading Himſelf in a ſtrait what to dd upon the murder of Yalentinian, 
he advanc'd him to the Empire. A man he was of no ſettled Prin- 
ciples in Religion, Philoſtorgins * ſays he was a downright Pagan, «.. . z. 
and they who ſpeak moſt — ſay » he did but Hypocriti- #- 527: 
cally profeſs Chriſtianity : So that the — <a 


ALENTINTAN being thus taken off, Eugenine © uſurpt © 2ofm. ub; 


Gentiles » began to conceive , - 
hopes of ſheltering themſelves under his favour and Patronage, and * Rs. 2. e. 
{ plied him with their flattering auguries and divinations, that he ©33:?- 255+ 
inclined to them, and as anearneſt of his kindneſs, granted (what 

they could never hitherto obtain) that the Altar of YViFory * ſhould * pawin.ibp.s 
be reſtor'd, and the Charges of the Solemaities defrai'd out of the 


publick Exchequer. By chis time he was advanc'd into 7raly, and 
march'd 
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march'd direaly for Milaz ; but before his arrival S. Ambroſe was 
gone to Boxonra, whither he was invited to attend the Tranſlation 
of S. Aericolathe Martyr : Thence he went to Favertia, where hay- 
ing ſtaid a few dayes, he was invited to F/orence; whence he wrote 
a Letter ! to Eugenius, exculing his not ſtaying till his arrival at Mz 
lan, and freely expoſtulating with him for the tavour he had ſhewed 
the Geztiles, giving him an account how unſuccesfully it had been 
attempted Bee all the — who had flatly reje&. 
ed the motion, and that himſelf had been the great inſtrument to 
oppoſe and overturn it. While he ſtaid at Florence he-dedicated a 
Church there, burying ſome of the Martyrs bones under the Altar, 
which he had brought with him from Bozozia, There he remain'd 
till Eucenius left Milan, who departed to encounter Theodofins, who 
was ſaid to be coming with an Army towards him. Strangely pufft 
up they were with confidence of ſucceſs, inſomuch that Arbogaftes, 
and Flavianns the Gentile, and Prefect. of Rome, threatned at their 
going out of Milan, that at their return they would turn the Church 
there into a Stable, and make the Clergy ſerve in the Wars. But the 
wile God defeated their impious purpoſes. For Theodoſins comin 
upon them ſooner than they expetted, after a bloody fight rout 
their whole Army * , and a Party was diſpatcht to apprehend Ege- 
ius, who fat on the top of an hill expeQing the iſſue of the Battel, 
Eſpying the Souldiers come panting up the Hill, and ſuppoſing them 
Meſſengers of Victory, he askt them, whether as he had given order, 
they had brought Theodoſius bound ? They replyed no, they had not 
brought T heodoſius to him, but were come to bring him to Theodoſine, 
So they pluckt him from the ſeat where he fat, bound him, and car- 
ried him to the Emperor, who having aggravated his Tyrannical U- 
ſurpation, commanded him- to be put to death. Nor did a better 
lot attend his dear Friend and Patron Arbogaſtes *, who flying from 
the Battel, ſpurr'd on with the fear of a conquering Enemy, but 
more haunted with the Conſcience of his own Villanies, and not 
being able to flatter himſelf with any hopes, either of pardon or 
eſcape, two dayes after anticipated the publick juſtice, and made his 
own Sword the inſtrument of his Execution. 

IT. S. Ambroſe (than whom none was ever more ready to promote . 
Offices of mercy) being advertiz'd * by the Emperor of the Vitory, 
diſpatcht Letters to Court to intercede for theſe that had been en- 
gaged in the late Rebellion, ſuch more eſpecially as had fled for 
SanQtuary into the Church. And to make all ſure, himſelf wentto 
Aquileia for that purpoſe, where his mediation could not fail of a de- 
ſired Succeſs, the good Emperor falling down upon his knees before 
him, and freely owning, *rwas by his prayers and intercefion with 
Heaven he had por the Victory. Ambroſe came back to May, whom 
the Emperor followed the next day,whither hisSons A4rcadius and Hone- 
rius (orone of them atleaſt) ſoon after came to him from Conſtantinople, 
whom he received publickly in the Church, recommending them to S. 
Ambroſe his care and prayers. He ſtaid at Man, and the following year 
fell fiek in the midſt of the publick joyes and triumphs. In his ſickneſs 
he frequently ſent for, and bags with Abroſe, to whom he ex- 
preſt a greater concernment for the good of the Church, than for 
the affairs of the Empire ; for the eaſe of his People, he releas'd the 
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Taxes that were unpaid, for the ſecurity of his Enemies, he paſs'd 
an A& of pardon and indemnity, and for the common ſettlement di- 
vided the Empire between his two Sons, committing them to the 
care of Coxnt Stilicho, whom he made their Guardian. He dyed Fa 
yuary the XVII. Ann. CCCXCV. to the ineſtimable loſs of the whole 
Roman Empire, and eſpecially of the Catholick Church, to which he 
was ever a true nurſing Father. His Corps was afterwards carried to 
Conſtantinople, but the Solemnities of his Funeral were kept at M;- 
lin on the fortieth day after his death, where S. Ambroſe made 
a large Funeral Oration <, a juſt Panegyrick in his commendation. In- 
deed he was an excellent Prince, devout and pious, mild and pentle, 
humble and affable, compaſſionate and merciful ; he was wiſe, juſt, 
and valiant, and (as a bleſſing from Heaven upon all his other ver- 
tues) in all his undertakings proſperous and ſuccesful. I know Zs- 
ſimus a Pagan Hiſtorian (who never ſpeaks well of any Chriſtian 
Emperor) charges him 4 with luxury and delicacy, effeminacy and 
love of pleaſures, and that in the Proſecution of them he exhauſted 
the Revenues of the Empire. But Aurelius Vitor © (nor is he the 
only Gentile-writer * that does ſo) gives him a better and a nobler Cha- 
rater, and compares him both in the features of his body, the dif: 
poſition of his mind, and the courſe of his ations with Trajan, one 
of the beſt Princes in the whole Gerrile-ſucceſſion ef the Roman Em- 
perors. He ſays of him, he was of a mild and merciful diſpoſition, 
and one who reckoned himſelf to differ from others only in the 
Imperial Garb ; kind and courteous to all, but eſpecially good men, 
one that lov'd men of the meaneſt, and admired them that were of 
Treat parts and learning, ſo long as they kept within the rules of 
ecency and vertue ; his bounty was unlimited, he Treated Citi- 
zens with great reſpett, with whom he had only a private acquain- 
tance, and heap'd upon them Gifts, Honours and Offices, eſpecially 
where by any difficult Services they had approv'd their fidelity to- 
wards him. Nay, be was free from thoſe Vices, which did lome- 
what blemiſh Trajans Perſon and Government ; drunkenneſs and am- 
dition he perfeAly hated, he found Wars rather than began any, and 
by a Law forbad Minſtrels and other Servants of lewdneſs and wan- 
tonneſs to attend at Feaſts and Entertainments, ſo great a Patron of 
modeſty and chaſtneſs, that he prohibited the Marriages of Coufin- 
-germans, Learned he was toa your degree, ſagacious and prudent, 
defirous to know the ations of great men in all ages, whoſe ambi- 
tious, cruel, and injurious attempts he expos'd with great reſent- 
ment ; apt to be angry, but withal like a true generous nature, ſoon 
appeas'd ; he was, what ſeldom happens, bettered by his advance- 
ment to the' Empire, and it never more appeared than after a ViCto- 
ry over his enemies, whom he treated with all imaginable kindneſs, 
and would out of his own Exchequer many times repair thoſe dam- 
mages and loſſes which his Subje&s had ſuſtained by the cruelty and 
rapaciouſneſs of Uſurpers. In his private Life, he was infinitely 
kind to all his Kindred and Relations; neat, but riot coſtly in his 
Entertainments, pleaſant in his Diſcourſes according to Perſons and 
Things, but never tranſgreſſing the Laws of gravity ; moderate in 

IS Recreations, and temperate in his Diet. How vaſtly differen 
this CharaQer is from that of Zyſimns, every one ſees, and my _ 
tnor 
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thor that makes it was much more capable of knowing the truth 6f 
things, living under this .very Emperor. | 

III. HONORTCS, to whole ſhare the Weſter» Empire fell, to gra. 
tifie the People: in the entrance- upon his Government, entertained 
s them at Max with ſports, and fighting with wild Beaſts ; which 
being a time of Licence, ſome Souldiers prompted - by Eyſcbius the 
Governour, and with the leave of Connt S:il;cho went to the Church 
to fetch one Creſconius a Malefaftor, who had fled thither for ſhel- 
ter ? The Biſhop, and Clergy that were preſent endeavoured to de- 
fend the Priviledges of the Church, and to guard the man. But the 
Party, commanded by Ara Officers, were too ſtrong for them, broke 
in upon them, and took wy the man by force, carrying him in a 
kind of triumph to the Amphitheater. 4mbroſe in the mean time 
threw himſelf before the Altar, and with tears bewailed the vio- 
lence that had been offered to the Church of God. And mark the 
iſſue. No ſooner had they brought Creſconius to the Amphitheater, 
and that the Leopards were let looſe upon him, but immediately they 
ran to the place where the Perſons who had violated the Church 
fat, leapt upon them, and very grievouſly rent and tore them. At 
the ſight whereof Sti/zcho was toucht with a quick remorſe for 
what had been done, and by a long Penance ſatisfied the Biſhop, 
withal reſtoring the man back, whom they had forcibly taken, .who 
being yet guilty of great enormities, was baniih'd, and ſoon after 
pardoned. A Servant * alſo of Count Stilichs's, a D.emoniac, who had 
been lately cur'd, and remained till in the Ambroſian Church, being 
charg'd with forging Letters, his Maſter refuſed to puniſh him : 
But the Biſhop commanding him | to be brought before him, ex- 
amin'd him, and found him guilty, and thereupon told him, *twas 
neceſſary he ſhould be delivered over to Satan for the deſtruttion of the 
fleſh, that hereafter he might not preſume to do ſo any more. Im- 
mediately while the words were yet in his mouth, an evil ſpirit ſeiz'd 
upon him, and began to tear and torment him 3 which ſtruck ao 
little terror and amazement into all that beheld it. The fame of 
theſe and other his great ations flew all abroad, and among others 
came to the ears of Fritigil Queen of the Marcomanni, who ſent Pre- 
ſents with a Letter, deſiring from him inſtruftions in the Chriſtian 
Faith. He ſent her back an Epiſtle drawn up in form of a Catechiſm, 
adviſing her to perſwade her Husband to preſerve peace and friend- 
ſhip with the Roman Empire. She did ſo, and they both reſolv'd to 
put themſelves under the protetion of the Emperor, and upon that 
errand ſhe came to Milan, but *twas too late to ſpeak with the holy 
man. 

IV. FOR being now worn out with eares and labours, he began 
to fink. A few dayes i before he fell ſick, he foretold his death, 
but aid, he ſhould live till Eaſter. Before he took his bed, he conti- 
nued his uſual ſtudies, and expounded the XLIII. P/a/m, which he 
dictated to Paulinus, who was his amanuenſis, and who looking up, 
on a ſudden ſaw a Globe of fire in form of a ſhield covering his Fiead, 
and by degrees creeping in at his mouth, after which his tace became 
white as ſnow, though ſoon after it returned to its uſual Complex- 
ion. Paulinus was ſore frighted with the Viſion, his pen fell out of 


his hand, and he could write no further, till he had recovered TG 
*T was 
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'Twas the laſt time the good Biſhop either wrote or diQtated any 
thing, nor did he finiſh his Expoſition upon that P/ahm, which ac- 
cordingly is extant imperfe& at this day, Count Stilicho was infirfite- 
ly troubled at the news of his ſickneſs, and ſaid openly, the day that 
that great man dies, deſtruction hangs over Italy : And therefore ſending 
for as many of the Nobility and Magiſtrates of the City, as he knew 
had an intereſt in the Biſhops kindneſs, he partly threatned, partly 
r{wadedthem to go to him,and by all means prevail with him to beg 
his Life of God. They went, and with tears beſought him to in- 
rercede with Heaven for his own Life, repreſenting the unconceiv- 
able loſs the Church of God would receive by the death of fo excel- 
lent a Prelate, to whom he gave no other anſwer * than this, 7 have + p;;, 4. 
not ſo behau'd my ſelf among them, that I ſhould be aſhamed to live, nor pod. in vit. 
am I afraid to die, becauſe I have fo good a Maſter. The day whereon or on 
he dyed (which was 4pri/ the IV. Az». CCCXCVII) he lay for ſe. 077 
veral hours with his hands expanded in form of a Croſs, his lips mo- 
ving all the while, though it could not be underſtood what he faid. 
Honoratus Biſhop of Vercell.e was there at that time, and being gone 
intoan upper Chamber to take a little reſt, heard a voice crying three 
'-ximes to him, ariſe, and make haſt, for he is going to depart. He came 
down, and gave him the holy Euchariſt, which he had no ſooner 
taken, but he expir'd. His body was early the. next morning carri- 
ed tothe great Cathedral, and there remain'd on Exſter-eve On the 
Lords day after the publick Solemaities, it was remoy'd to the Am- 
broſi:z Church, and there' interr'd, his Funeral being attended by 
Perſons of all Rancks and Qualities, of all Ages and Conditions, nor 
only Chriſtians, but Jews and Gentiles, many itriving to touch his 
y with Napkins or Handkercheifs, believing they ſhould be a- 
ble with them to fence off the affaults of evil Spirits. He was ſuc- 
ceeded by Simplician, who had ſometimes been his Tutor, and whom 
he ſeemed to deſign for his ſucceſſor before he died. For whea he 
lay ſick, Caſtus, Polemirs, Venerivs, and Felix, four of his Deacons 
watch'd with him, and being at the other end of the room at a great 
diltance from him, were talking together who ſhould ſucceed him, 
but whiſper'd ſo low, that they could ſcarce hear one another, and 
when the name of Simplician was mention'd, he cried out (as if he 
had been among them) three-times rogether, H-'; ancient, but he's 
4 good man. Ke the hearing whereof they were amazed and ran 
away, | 
V. BEHOLD in this good Biſhop an admirable exemplar of true 
Piety and Vertue. In his more private Life he was a publick Exam- 
ple. His Devotions ! were conſtant and fervent, the day for the moſt ' ya. tin. #4; 
part, and ſometimes the night he ſpent in reading, prayer and faſt- * * 
ing. His appetites were ſubdued by a conſtant courſe of Mortifita- 
tion, and conduCted by very ſtrit meaſures of abſtinence and ſobri- 
ety, never dining but upon Saturdays, and on and the Feſti- 
vals of Martyrs. He had a mind exquiſitely tender and compaſli- 
onate, he rejove'd with them that did rejoyce, and did weep wiih them that 
wept. His Charity was as large as the neceſſities of hamane nature, 
he lov'd, relicvd, affiſted all, but eſpecially them of th» Houſhold of 
Faith, His Eſtate real and perſonal he intir-ly beſtow'd upon the | 
poor, and for the maintenance of the Church, ſtyling ®the poor his —_— 
H h h Sremards F000 


— 


418 


The Life of S. AmBR OSE. 


* DePentt.l 2. 
Co 7. + 172, 
173 d: ffi: 
lo 1eGs 1 3 fits 


* 6 Tis ey 
Tapproiag 
v1 @ Up 4 x4- 
vn Of, uy Ths 
curtains, 0 
Medtoady mv 
AufeznC. 


Phot. Co1. 


CCXXLI. col. 


829. 


 Paiilimn. lot. 


ct. 


s Conſe]. 266 


ſat. 


. the holy tuchariſt every 


Stewards and Treaſurers, in whole hands he depoſited his Revenues, 
[was his care and practice to do good againſt evil, of all the affronts 
and injuries that he met with, he reveng'd none, nor requited them 
otherwiſe than by Offices of kindneſs. Temprations to Riches or 
Honour weizh'd nothing with him, whoſe mind dwelt above the 
World, and who had given ſo pregnant an inſtance of his contempt 
of them, ina free renouncing ſo conſiderable a ſhare of both. Though 
he was a Perſon of great Birch and Fortunes, and had juſtly acquir'd 
2 mighty veneration from Ferſons of all conditions and intereſts, yet 
never any rook Jower and more humble meaſures of himſelf, He 
readily profeſſes » upon all occaſions his unfitneſs for his Office, that 
he was unworthy to be a Biſhop, and leſs than the leaſt of all of that 
place and order, and that it was by rhe grace of God that he was what 
he was, Thus he mov'd in his private Orbe, In his Epiſcopal ſtati- 
on he wasa common light to all the Biſhops of that age. His Pro- 
vince he govern'd with ſingular fidelity and care. He adminiſtred 
y, preacli'd 9 commonly every Lords 
day, beſides the frequent returns of particular and extraordinary oc- 
calions, and ſpent no {mall part of his time in inſtrutting » and pre- 
paring the Eatechumens for Baptiſm,, wherein he took more pains a- 
lone, than any five of his Succeſlors could diſcharge. He was the 
moſt undaunted Champion for the Catholick Faith, which the We- 
ftern Church had in thoſe times, and the moſt ſtrenuous Aﬀerter of 
Eccleſiaſtick Difcipline, the Rites whereof he maintain'd againſt all 
oppoſition, without reſpett of Perſons, or fear of any daggers that 
might attend it. Offenders he reprov'd with a mighty freedom and 
impartiality, not ſparing the higheſt, nor declining the moſt herce 
and violent. He had indeed a natural greatneſs and gallantry of 
mind, that made him ſpeak freely and boldly upon all occafions, nor 
was he by any confiderations of fear or favour tobe moved one hairs 
breadth, where the cauſe of God, and Religion lay at ſtxke. And 
yet none more indulgent to thoſe that were truly penitent, and wil. 
ling to obſerve the Rules and Cuſtoms of the Church, inſomuch that 
he was blam'd forit. Whenany came to him to Confefs * their Of- 
fences, he wept for them, and with them, and by his own ſet their 
Tears afloat. Their Faults he was infinitely careſul to conceal, ne- 
ver diſcovering them to any but God, with whom he interceded for 
their Pardon. He had a very tender fence of the ſufferings of the 
Church, whoſe neceſſities he was always moſt forward to ſupply. 
When told of the death of any Biſhop, he was wont to weep moſt 
bitterly,and when his Servants endeavoured to comfort him, he told 
them, he did not grieve that ſuch a one was dead, but that the good man 
had got the ſtart of him, and-that it would be ſo hard to find a Wor- 
thy Perſon to ſucceed him. It was no inconfiderable Portion of his 
time and pains, that was ſwallowed up in hearing and determining 
civil cauſes, and the differences that aroſe among neighbours, where- 
with he was ſo crowded, that S. Auguſtine © at his firſt coming to 
Milan found it a hard matter to get an opportunity of difcourſing 
with him. His Gates were always open, and no man forbidden to 
have acceis to him, nor was there any need of an Uſher to intro- 
duce them. Though.none more abſtemious in his own Perſon, yet 
did he keep Hoſpitality, wherewith he entertain not the poor —_ 
us 
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but Perſons of the greateſt Rank and Quality, who took it for an 
honour to have been his Gueſts, inſomuch that Count 4rb 
ried © in it that he had: been familiarly entertain'd at his 


pw glo- 


able, and % —_ is. 


Vincentius Prefect of Gaul proposd * it as a Pattern to S. Martin, that * s. 5g. 


Ambroſe ſcrupled not to Feaſt Conſuls and Governors at his Houſe, 4#-12e-1.c.17; 
And within thoſe bounds he kept himſelf, never admitting 


treatments abroad ; there being three ” things he always reſoly'd 


againſt, never to make a Match for any ones Marriage, never to per- 


ſwade a man to be a Souldier, and never to go, though invited, to a 
Feaſt, Saturday, we obſerv*d before, was one of his dining dayes, 
whereat Monica *  Auguſtin's Mother at her coming to Milaz was 


greatly offended, havin 


oblerv'd that day to be kept as a folemn 
be 


Faſt at Rome, and in other places, and wondered why it ſhould 
there a Feſtival. A plain Evidence that the Roma, Church did not 
in thoſe dayes give Laws to the Rites and Cuſtoms of other p 


no not to thoſe that were next door to it. 


The See of Rowe 


laces 


had 


not as yet trampled upon the necks of foraign Churches, which pre- 
ſerv'd their Liberties and Uſages intire and independant, without do- 


ing obeyſance to the — of S. Peter's Chair. 
S. Ambroſe in his reſolution of the 


Accordingly 
caſe, wiſely advisd Auguſtine and 


his Mother to follow his Example, when they were at Rowe, to faſt 
on Saturday as they did at Rome, and when at Mziaz, to Feaſt, as 
they did there ; and to whatſoever Church they came, to obſerve 
the Cuſtom of that place, that ſo they might neither give, nor take 


Offence. 


VI. HIS learning was rather polite, than deep. Some inſight he 
had got into the Platonick Philoſophy in his younger years, being not 
inconſiderably acquainted, both with the Languogp and Learning of 


Greece, When he was made Biſhop, he was litt 


e yers'd in Theolo- 


gick Speculations, in the purſuit whereof he adyanc'd with fo quick 
2 pace, that he ſeem'd to be inſpir'd from above, became a Preacher 
toothers, while he was but a Scholar himſelf, docere vos cept, quod ip- 
ſe won didici, as himſelf ? confeſſes ; he taught and learnt at the » ve 0:. 14; 
ſame time, informing himſelf, while he inſtructed others. Though ##t:s 
he traded much inthe Writings of ſome of the Greet Fathers, and 
thoſe toothe moſt bold and venturous, yet he carefully avoided all 


unorthodox and ſuſpeQed dozmara, he let pals the Weeds and 
ed only the Flowers, ſeparating the precious from the vi 


&, 


gather: 


and 


handling Divine Matters with a moſt Religious tendernels of mind, 
and with a ſincere reſpeft to the known and eltabliſhd DofQrine of the 
Church. His ſtyle is various according to the different SubjeQts that 
he manages, but in general *tis conciſe and ſmart, much like that of 
Senece, but ſomewhat more ſoft and mild. His Diſcourſes are made 


up of round ſentences, argute ſa 
ally concludes his argument wit 


s, quick tranſitions, and he uſu- 
ome ſmart cloſe at the end of it, 


The truth is, his ſtyle is rather pretry than elegant, the ſhortneſs and 


briskne(s of his Periods is pleaſant, 4nd leaves a picquanc 
reliſh in the Readers mind, and ſomething ſtill gg be un 


ella 


uick 
. Bi- 


ther not at all expreſs'd,or but obſcurely intimated. His works (moſt 
whereof he wrote all with his own hand * ; unleſs where ſickneſs « ;;1. ,1424, 
interpos'd and took him off) are either Tra#s (Books purpolely writ- p. 8. 
ten on ſome particular —— in __ or Epiſtles, or Commens 

1h 2 


Faries: 


publick * *** 
* Poſſid. in 
uit. Aiig.c. 29 


col. 877. 


* Auguſt. Fp. 
CAV II Tam. 2. 


col. $57» 
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taries. Among his Tratts there are fome, which are charg'd to be 
little better than Tranſlations ont of Greek. Thus S. Jerom: long 
ſince obſery'd of his Books de ſpiritu ſanto, that he borrow'd moi} 
of them our of a Book of Didymus _= that argument, and in his 
transferring ofthem made them worle ; that he trequently tranſcribes 
the Greek Fathers, and eſpecially Origerx. It muſt be granted, that 
he makes no little uſe of the Greek Fathers Writings ; nor 1s it any 
wonder, that he who came late to the Study of Theology, ſhould 
make ſome more than ordinary uſe of the helps that had been before 
him, and that he who was peculiarly skilPd in the Greek Tongue, 
ſhould convey the Treatures of the Eff into Che Weſtern World, 
without always mentioning the particular port, from whence he 
brought them. No man (as Eraſmus well obſerves in this caſe) 
blames Cicero for being ſo converſant in the Books of Plato, and de- 
riving thence a good part of his Philoſophy into his own Writings ; 
*tis Plato's notions in Twllys dreſs. And yet this is no diſhoneſt Pla. 

iariſm, but a warrantable imitation. Ir muſt likewiſe be remem- 
bred that Jerom ſeems to have had a particular pique at S. Ambroſe, 
of whom he ſeldom ſpeaks very favourably. Jerom was a-man of 
paſſions, one that had no mean Opinion of himfelf, and who ſeldom 
gives an over-adyantageous CharaCter, where he thinks himſelf over- 
top'd. Though elſewhere he makes honourable mention of him, 
ſaying, that when he was made Biſhop of Mzlaz, . all Iraly was ſoon 
reduc'd back to the Catholick Faith. His Sermons, Homulies, or Ora. 
tions are generally ſhort, and delivered in a popular way, no great 
number whereof, conſidering the frequency of his preaching, have 
been tranſmitted to us. Of his Epi les there are ſtill extant eight 
Books, monuments of great prudence and piety, containing either 
Hiſtorical Occurrences of thoſe times, or Explications of ſome par- 
ticular Texts of Scripture, that by Letter had been ————__— to 
him. Laſtly, his Commeztaries upon the Scripture run much upon 
the Allegorical ſtrain, and in theſe it is, that he 1s chiefly oblig'd 
to Origen. His Commentaries upon Luke were the early Fruit of Fig 
Epiſcopal Studies : He wrote alſo upon S. Pas/s Epiſtles, but thoſe 
extant at this day, are falſly entitled to his name. 

VII. WE have ſeenthe man, and the Monuments he left behiad 
him. And what wonder now if a man thus accompliſh'd, a Perſon 
fo yenerable for his learning and piety were renowned through the 
World. Indeed the common Suffrage of all antiquity has aſſgn'd 
him the firſt place among the four great DoQtors of the Latine Church. 
Nay even in his Life time he was not only honour'd by the more ciyil 
Sr polite part of the World, but his name was reverenc'd even a- 
mong barbarous Nations : Whereof aninſtance or two ſhall ſuffice. 
When Count Arbogaſtes * had ſubdued the Franks (his own Country- 
men) and upon the concluſion of a Peace was entertain'd by the Prin- 
ces of that Country, he was ask*d among other things, whether he 
was acquainted with 4broſe. He told them he was, that he had a 
particular intereſt in the man, and had been frequently treated at . 
his Table. No wonder then (replyed the Princes) you carry all be- 
fore you, when you are favour'd and befriended by a man, who ſays 
to the Sun, and, and it ſtands ſtill, Nor had the Weſtern World 


only this good Opinion of him, his Fame ſpread into the remoter Re- 
gions 
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gions of the Eaſt. Beſides his Correſpondence with $. Baſi/, twoof 


che wiſeſt and moſt honourable men in Perſiz * having heard the re- 2-5 


rt of him, undertook a journey on po to Milan, as the Queen 
of Sheba once did to S9/omorn, to ſee him, and put hard queſtions to 
him. They came, and by an Interpreter diſputed with him from 
morning till night, till they admir'd and were fully ſatisfied in his 
incomparable Wiſdom. And that it might appear that they came 
this chargeable, difficult, and tedious Journey upon no other errand; 
the very next morning they took their leave of the Emperor, and 
juſt paſſing by Rome, only to ſalute the illuſtrious Anicins Probrus Pre- 
te& of 1raly, they return'd direQly into their own Country. 


His Works. 


Genuine. 


H-xaemerom, ſeu de Oper. ſex di- 
erum Lib. VI. 

De dignitate hnmane conditionis, 
Libellus. 

De Paradiſo, Liber. 

De Cain & Abel, Lib. Il. 

De Nees Arca, Liber, 

De Abraham Patriarcha, Lib. Il. 

De Iſaac & Anima, Liber. 

De bono mortis, Liber. 

De Jacob & beata vita, Lib. Il. 

De Eſau five de fuga ſeculi, Liber. 

De Foſeph Patriarcha, Liber. 

De benediftionibus Patriarcharum, 
Liber. 

De Arbore interdi(ta. 

In Exod. cap. 8.16, 24, 30, 32. 
Annotationes. 

In Levit. cap. 10. 12, 26. 

In Numer. cap. 23. & 33. de Man- 
ſionibus. 

In Deuteron. cap. 22. 

Apologia pro David, prior. 

Dolieis pro David, poſterior. 

De Elia & jejuno. 

De Nabathe Fezraelita. 

In cap. 6. lib. 4. Regum, Sermones 
Il. 

De Tobia, ſeu adv. Feneratores. 

De Job. 

Sermo in cap. VII. Job. 

In Pſalmos David, Argumentum. 

Enarrationes in Pſalmos. 1, 21,35, 


-36; 37, 3$, 39, 40, 41, 42,43» 
45, 47, 48, 50, 61, 67. 


Trattatus in Pſalm. log. 

Sermo in Pſalm. 109. alter in P/al. 
117. in Pſalm. 118. Enarratio- 
xes XXII. : 

Se Salomone, Liber. 

In cap. 30. Proverb. fragmentum. . 

In cap. 31. prov. ſeu, de mulicre 

orti. | 

In cap. '4. Eccleſisſtis, ad Clericos 
exhort. 

In cap. 3. Eccleſisſtic. 

In cap. 1. & 52 Eſaie. Sermones Il. 

In Hieremie cap. 16. Enarratio. 

In Daniel. 13. Sermones 1I. 

In --4 3 & 4. Jone Enarrationes 


In Mich.eam obſervationes Il. 
In x I & 2. Agget obſervatio. 
In Malachie cap. 1. Sermo. 
Commentar. in $S., Lucam. Lib. X. 
De Officiis Lib. IT. 
Trattatus in Symbolum Apoſtolorum. 
De fide ad Gratianum Imp. Lib. V. 
Ad eundem de Spiritu ſanito. 
De incarnationis Dominic Sacra- 
mento. 

De myſterio Paſche. 
De Paſchalis celebritatis ratione. 
De fide reſurreftionis. 
De initiandis. Liber. 
De Sacramentis Lib. VI. 
De Sacerdotali dignitate. 
De Pwnitentia CA. IL 
De Virginibus, Lib. Ill. 
De Virginis inſt itutione. 
De hortatione ad Virginitatem. 
Epiſtolarum Libri VILL 

Doubtful. 


_— 
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Doubtful. 


De Virginis forma vivends. 
De Virginls lapſu. 

Flymni aliquot. 

De vwiduis. Liber. 


Suppoſititious. 


Sermones de Tempore, & de Sat- 
as, 

Conciones breves. 

Sermo de purificatione B. Virgins. 

Precationes ad miſſam Il. 

De Vocatione omuiuns gentium. Lib. 


1. 
De Filii divinitate + Conſubſtar- 
tialitate adv. Arianos. 
In Epiſtolas D. Pauli comment aria. 
In Apocalypſim B. Joannis comment. 
De vitiorum virtatumq; conflict. 


Expoſitio fide fecundum ſymbolum 


Nicenum. 


The end of S. Ambroſe's Life. 


De Spirits ſantto Libelli fraomen- 
Tum. 

De Concordis Matthei & Luce in 
Genealogia Chriſti. 

De Pemtentia, Liber. 

De origine & moribus Brachmang- 
rum. 

Expoſuio in Cantica Canticormnm, 

Epiſtola ad Demetriadem. 


Not extant. 


In Eſajam Commentarii. 

Comment. adv. nonnullos Platonicos. 

Elucidationes & Homilie in Sapien- 
tram. 

Exxpoſitio in omnes D Pauli Epiſto- 
as . 

Sermo de judicio Salomonis. 

Catechiſmus Epiſtolaris ad Fritigit- 
ae. 

De puerilis atatis inſlitutione ad 
Panſophiams. 
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Il _5&. EP[PHANIUS. 

-—— a ds 

His birth-place. The Condition «nd Religion of his Paventss Reports 

of ſome of the former parts of his Life uncertain." H's Travels into; 

ard abode in /Fgypt. The danger of his beirts ſedut'4 into the Set A 
tHe 


— 
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the Gnoſticks. Temptations adapted to that purpoſe. The lewdneſs and 
harrible Villanies of hat Sett, His diſcovering that accarſed fratey. 
nityge the Biſhop of "ye ple. His gomverſe with, and imitation of 
the devout Afceticks in Agypt. His return into Paleſtine, and lin 

ing under the D/ſciplize of Hilarion, the founder of Monachiſmn in thoſe 
parts. His preſiding over a Monaſtery of Ws own er#tins. Proms 
red to the Biſhapreck of Salamis iz Cyprus, when, and by whom. '[he 
mgiiner of it related by aw uncertain Author. Salamis famous upon 
what accounts: The great fame and reputation of Epiphanius: The oc- 
caſion of writing his Ancytat, This Book why ſo call'd, and what the 
Subject of it, His work againſt Herelies when written, and upon what 
occaſion. Why ftyl'd Panarium. The Anacephalzoſis or Epitome of 
it. Ht Tourney to Rome, to a Synod there about the controverted See 
of Antioch. His joyful entertainment at that place. His Conteſts 
with John Biſhop of Jeruſalem, and the firſt occaſion of them. John 
ſiſpeited by Epiphanius of retaining his old kindm: ſs for the Orjgenian 
Upinions. The many affronts he pur upon Epiphanius upon that account, 
1he quarrel exlarg'd by Epiphanius's ordaining a Presbyter to Officiate 
in his own Monaſtery. Jo n's loud complaints of him upon this and 
many other acoounts. Epiphanius's c1/m and mild reply. This matter 
cleer'd by a further ztrownt of it from $. Jerom. Epiphanius charg'd 
with violence and iujunry. The #ory of his rending the Curtain that 
had a Pifture on it tm the Charch of Anablatha. The wain ſhifts of 
the Romifſh Writers ro evade this Teſtimony againſt Image-worſhip, 
This not the only Ewidence of Epiphanius*s ſence in that point. At. 
tempts to make Peate between and Epiphanius i» vain. John's 
Letter to Theophilus of Alexandria, who interpoſes by his Leeate, 
but without effett. John's Ap zo Theophilus, 2nd faint Vindicati- 
on of himſclf. Epiphanius his sto Rome and other places. A 
more particular accoit of the Camtroverſie ſent by S. Jerom to Pam- 
machius. A freſh Controverſſe of the Anthropomorphites ſtarted 
among the Monks of Mount Nitria in gypt. The Original of it, 
Theophilus how enpag'd init. Hos  Jorre with the four Brethren 
call'd Longi, whence. Their ihtcrpoſal im the bchlf of Widore, and ill 
treatment by Theophilus. His deſi2n to bezet an ill opinion of them 
among the Monks. His Synodical Condennwatiuw of them is guilty of 
Origeniſm. His ſubtle aG ings in that matrer. His crudl and viclent 
proceedin?s againſt the four Longi. Th:y #nd forme oth:rs ford to fly 
firſt into Paleſtine, rh:z to Conttantinople. The rrach of this ftory 
undeſervedly queſtion'd. Epiphanius exgag'd by Theophilus i» this 
gwarrel. A Synod ſummon'd in Cyprus, which condemates the reading 
Origen's Books. + Epiphanius's Letter ro Chryſoftorn ro do the /ike. 
His Journey to Conſtantinople in purſuance of this d:fizn, and refu- 
ſal of Chryſoſtom's k;nd invitations of ſojourning with him, His 
. Arawving in Biſhops fo Fn, his Decrees, Oppos'd by Theotimus 
BP of ScytBia.. "The great advantaze given tro Chryſoſtom's Enc- 
mies by his Prog 's, Severely rebul®d by a Mefge from Chry- 
ſoſltom. His i! entertainment at Court from the Empreſ; Eudoxia, 
whence. The four Longi ſent to wait upon him, and their. diſcourſe 
with him, The odd parting between him and Chryloſtom. . His going 
Aboard in order to his return. His laſt diſcourſe and admonitions to 
thoſe about him. His death, and burial. His great age. His mighty 


Zeal 
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Zeal againſt Hereſie, His admirable piety and ftritneſs of Life. His 
ſingular Charity and beneficent temper. The weneration which his very 
Enemies had for him: His learning and skill in Languages. The 
weakneſs of his judgment, and his over-great Credulity noted, The 
flatneſs of his ſtyle. The general parts and diviſions of bis Book againſt 
Hereſies. What advantages he had in compiling that work, His 
Writings. 


S. Ferom® , and from them may probably be con- 7: 317 
jectured to have been ſituate near the Weſtern bor- wy, © 
der of the Tribe of F444 : By ſoine ſuppos'd to 
have been the ſame with F7-brox,but herein greatly 
miſtaken, mine Authors no leſs plainly, than commonly diſtinguiſh- 
ing thoſe Cities. But much farther are they wide of truth, who 
place it in Phznicia, and intitle that Country to the honour of his 
nativity. His Parents (if we may believe one 4 who pretends to.have « p;z. x91, 
been his Scholar, and the Companion of his Life) were Fews, Per- per oan. 45- 


ſons of a mean fortune, his Father an Husbandman, his Mother tra- /*? — 


ded in the making of Linnen-Cloath ; two Children they had, Epi- pizh. om. 2. 
phanius, and a Daughter call'd Callitropes. My Author adds, that at & {at.ap. Surs 


ten years of age he loſt his Father, when their Family was reduc'd to *% * 


great extremity ; that not long after he was adopted by Tryphon a 

rich Jewiſh Lawyer, who gave him all the advantages of Education 

according to the J-wiſh mode, deſigning to Marry him to his only 
Daughter, but ſhe dying ſoon after, and her Father following, Eps- 

phanius remained ſole Heir of that great Eſtate, who taking his Si- 

ſer home to him (his Mother being by this time dead) they liv'd 

together in great plenty, and with mutual fatisfaQtion ; that going 

one day to the place of his — where part of the Eſtate which 

Triphon had left him lay, he met by the way one Lucian, a devout 

charitable Monk, and being ſurpriz'd with an aCt of unuſual Chari- 

ty, which he ſaw him do to a poor man, he fell into his acquaintance, 

and was by him converted to Chriſtianity, inſtructed in the Chriſti- 

an DoArine, and at length baptiz'd, when having fold his Eſtate, 

and ſettled it upon the poor, at ſixteen years of Age he betook him- 

If to a Monaſtick Life. All which he relates at large, with infinite 

other particulars of his Life. - But I dare not treat my Reader at his 

coſt, being an Author of ſomething more than ſuſpected Credit, and 

therefore plainly diſcarded by Baronins © himſelf, who is not always * 4441394, 
over-ſhie of doubtful and ſuppoſititious Writings ; thougha late learn- 73#7,.. 
ed Writer f more than once quotes him without any ſcruple, and 7.2. «. 4. $ 2 
hays ſome ſtreſs upon his Authority. However I cannot but remark * * 14- 
with what confidence Poſſevin ® the Jeſuit impoſes _ his Readers, « 4pp. Sac: in 
when having caſhier'd this Author as abſur'd and fabulous, and pre- #1 
tending inſtead thereof to preſent a ſhort, but true Abſtratt of Epz. 
thanins's Life, after all derives his Materials out of this very Author, 

whom juſt before he had ſo much decried. Omitrins therefore theſe 
ſpurious, at leaſt uncertain _—_ of things, we ſhall _— oe 
11 clves 


"OY = o——_—— 


T. Epiphanius was born in Paleſtine at Beſanduce * , * Soom. 1. 6. 
an obſcure Village,not far diſtant from Eleathero. © 3%? 535 
polis,a City frequently mention'd by Euſcbivs Þ and * ib. metms 


j 
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h Frinh, Hevel, 
X XVI. (ants 
Gnoſl ) p. 48. 


i 1d. ib. pþ- 445 


ſelves to pick up ſuch paſſages of his Life, as are ſecur'd to us by better 


and more unqueſtionable Authority. 


IT. ?£ 15S probable enough thar he was born of Jewiſh Parents, the 
place of his Nativity, and his skill in the Language and Cuſtoms of 
the ers, above the ordinary rate of learned men in thoſe times, giv. 


ing ſuffrage to the ConjeCture. 


His Education (whatever the condi. 


tion of his Parents was) ſeems to have been ingenuous and liberal 

polith'd by Study both at home, and in foreign parts. In his youth 

he travelled into Agypt, where we we ſuppoſe him ordinarily re. 
c 


{iding at Alexandria, the Athens of tho 


parts of the World, flock'd 


to, and frequented by men of learning from all Quarters. He was 
but young at his arrival there,and his want of experience, and perha 

therawneſs of his years,and the unfixtneſs of his Principles made him 
liable to become a Prey, to the ſlight of men, and the cunning craftineſs, 


whereby they bye in wait to decetve, 


Inſomuch, that he was in danger 


of being drawn over to the very worſt of Setts, that of the Gzoſtics i, 
the common-ſewer of all ancient Hereſies, into which, the filth of 
all-cheir lewdeſt Principles and Praftices did vent it i The Temp. 
tation was adapted to his age, the Women of that Sect (who at the 
time of their initiation were wont to put off all ſhame and modeſty) 
endeavouring by the moſt ſubtle inſinuations, and by all the Arts of 
wantonnels to bring him over to their Party. By their means he had 
the opportunity (which his curioſity made him willing to take hold 
of) of reading the ſenceleſs Books of their Religion, and of being 


Se 


—_— with all the ſecret Rites, and abominable Myſteries of that 
, which they freely diſclos'd to him. This could not but ſtartle 


him, and awaken in' him all the powers of Reaſon and natural Con- 
ſcience; and indeed he was ſufficiently apprehenſive of his danger, 
and therefore earneſtly implor'd the Divine afhiſtance, and (as he 
thankfully owns the mercy) God who ſtood by Joſeph, and deliver- 
ed him from the importunities of his wanton Milſtrels, kept his foot 


from being taken in the ſnare of the Fowler. 


The Women were 


vex'd that he had thus eſcap'd their hands, and therefore turn'd 
their ſollicitations into ſcorn and deriſion, /et him goe (ſaid they to 
one another) we could not ſave the young man, but we have left hin 
to periſh in the hands of our Prince : Meaning one of thoſe Soverai 

Powers (CCCLAXV. they had in all) which preſided over the A 

of their lewd and beaſtly Myſteries, and (probably they particu- 
larly intended Sac/a * , the Prince of Whoredom, whom they plac'd 
in their ſecond Heaven, And indegd they look'd upon it asa Re- 


proach to them to prove unſuccesful in their attempts. 


For it was 


their Cuſtom, for the more handſom Women to proſtitute themſelves 
for the gaining Proſelytes (which they call'd /aving of them) and 
having done ſo, were wont prophanely to inſult and triumph over 


thoſe of their number, whom nature had leſs befriended, in ſuch Lan- 
guage as this, 1 a» 4 choſen Veſſel, able to ſave thoſe whom I have ſe- 
duc'd, which you for your part could not do. Into ſo deep a de; ene- 
racy is humane nature capable of falling, as not only to be vile to 
the utmoſt degree of wickedneſs, but when they have been fo, to 


glory in their ſhame, and after all, gild it over with the pretence 


and colour of Religon. 
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It, EPIPHANIVUS having thus broke looſe from the Snare 
of the Devil, thought himſelf oblig'd in gratitude to God, and for 
the good of the World todiſcover this damnable and accurſed crew. 
There-were no leſs than fourſcore of them in the place where he then 
liv'd, who ſheltered themſelves under the common profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtians, whoſe names he preſenteJ to the Biſhops and Governors of 
the Church, and by that means routed them and their pernicious 
Sec quite out of the City. After this he betook himſelf « toan ac- 
curate obſervation and imitation of the Lives of thoſe pious and de- 
vout Aſcetics, for which Agype was then ſo famous through the Chri- 


ſftian World, to whoſe ftrict and Philoſophick manners he conform'd #*- 2 468. 


himſelf. And in this courſe he continued ſome years, till the twen- 
tieth year of his age, at what time he return'd back into his own 
Countrey,and = himſelf under the Diſcipline of H7/:rioz, the Father 
and Founder of Monachiſm in thoſe parts. This Hilarica was born ' at 
Tabatha a Village within five miles of G2za1n the South of Paleſtine, 
and had been ſometimes Pupil to S. Antony, the great Afgyprian Her- 
mit, by whoſe inſtitution and example he ſet up the Monaſtick Life 
in his own Countrey, planting himſelf in the Deſerts towards the 
Sea ſeven miles from Mainma, the port belonging to Gazs. In the 
reign of Julian he was forc'd to quit his own Countrey, and fled in- 
to #2 pt, thence he ſet Sayl for Sicily, where he livd ſome time, 
and maintain'd himſelf by cutting wood inthe Mountains, which he 
carried on his back, and ſold in the Neighbouring City ; thence he 
went into Dalmatia, and returning 1a the latter part of his Life fixt 
his abode in Cyprus, where he dyed. Epiphanins out of gratitude to 
his Maſter, wrote his Life in a ſhort Encomiaſtick Letter, as S. Je- 
rom did afterwards more at larye, wherein he gives a full account 
of his piety and his miracles. Under him Monachiſm began to thrive 
apace, and the ſolitudes of Judea were ſoon repleniſld with devour 
Inhabitants, among whom two were more remarkable, H-/5chins and 
Epiphanins ; Hefychius reſided in the ſame place with Harion,and was 
his moſt intimate Companion ; Eprphanins ſettled himſelf near the 
place of his Nativity, where he ereQted a Monaſtery, over whichi 
he preſided with great care and piety many years, nor indeed did he 
ever wholly lay aſide the Superintenden:y and Adminiſtration of 
It, 

IV. IT was now about the Reign of /”z/exs (for till then, $920- 
men ® expreſly ſays he remain'd at his Charge in Pa/-ftjze) when 
he was promoted to the See of S:/amis in Cyprus. How, or upon 
what occaſion he came to be, choſen to that place, is uncertain : Un- 
lefs we take the account that's given us by the forementioned Wri- 


ter " of his Life, who tells us, that having heard that Farioz had 42 Sir. Num. 


taken up his reſidence in Cyprns, he went thither to ſalute him and 
receive his bleſſing. Harion kindly entertained him, and after two 
dayes ſtay, advisd him to go to Salamis, where he ſhould find a ſer- 
tled' Habitation. It hapned, that the See of Sa/amis was then va. 
cant, and the Biſhops of the Iſland met together about a new EleQi- 
on, by whom the particular determination of the Perſon was referr'd 
to Pappys, an aged Confeſſor, and who had been fifty years Biſhop 
of Cytria, who going out into the Forwn, laid hold upon Eviphanins, 
and that (as he afirm'd) by Divine Revelation, and taking hint 
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along with him into the Church, ardaind him firſt Deaccen, then 
Presbyter, and laſt of all, Biſhop of that place. If this account be 
true (as there's nothing in it but what's probable enough) then his 
Ordination to that See muſt happen ſome time between A4»z. 
CCCLXVI. (when Hilarion firſt arrived in Cypres,where he conticu- 


* Yi4. Hirone ed but ſeven ® years inall, two at Paphms, and five in his retirement 


Ivid. j. 25h 


P Dial. de vit. 24 P 
Chyſoft. c. 16. Palladru « 


p.15!. Edit, 


among the Mountains) and 4x». CCCLXXII. which was the lat 
year of Hilarion's Life ; nay, the Author I mention'd plainly inti- 
mates, *twas while Hyz#larion abode at Papbus, that is, Ann, 
CCCLXVI. And this agrees exaQtly with the Relation of 
who ſeems to make his ſx and thirty years Govern- 
ment of that Church concurrent with the Popedoms of Dau 


Pari.gr. lat. and Siricins, the former of whom entred upon the See of Rowe, Any. 


4% 168c, 


CCCLXVI. Salamis, called afterwards Conſtantia, was an ancient 
City, ſituate upon one of the Eaſtern Promontories of the 7/ara, builc 
by Teucer Son of Telamon King of Salamis (thence it had its name) 
one of the Agar Iflands. *Twas famous of old for a Temple dedi. 
cated to Jupiter, as Paphus was for one to Venus, renowned for being 
the Birth-place of A/clepiades the Poet, and Solon, the great Athenian 
Law-giver. That which firſt rais'd it to a reputation in the Chriſti. 
an World, was the preaching and rs of S. Barnabas, a Cy- 
priot by birth, who preach'd the Chriſtian Faith, and ſeal'd it with 
his Blood in this place. Upon which account it became the ſeat of 
the Primate, or Metropolitan of the Iſland, and what honours were 
in after-times conferr'd upon it, we have noted elſewhere. But alas, 
the ruins of its ancient greatneſs are ſcarce viſible in a poor contemp- 
tible Village at this day, about two Miles diſtant from Famaguſtu, 
the now Capital City of the Countrey. Epiphanius being thus ad- 


« $e-0m. j6, Vantagiouſly planted * , the Fame of the man ſoon ſpread it elf - 


p. 589. 


throughout the World. For Sa/amzs being a Port-town, and by that 
means a place of great Commerce and Traffick, he quickly grew 
into the notice and veneration of Strangers from all parts, as on the 
other ſide his diligence in his Office, and the Piety and Charity of 
his Converſation, and the skill and fidelity wherewith he manag'd 
even Civil and Secular Aﬀairs, rendered him no leſs dear and ac- 
ceptable to his own People at home. 

V. INDEED ſogreat was his Reputation and Renown abroad, 
that Addreſſes were made to him from all parts as the common Ar- 
biter of controverted queſtions in Religion, and one that was beſt 
able to explain the ſence of the Catholick Faith. Azz. CCCLXXII. 


* Ext. . E- or the beginning of the following year came Letters * to him from 
piph, Ancor'® Matidius and Tarſinus in the name of themſelves and the other Pres- 


prefix. þ- 468. 


byters at Suedra a =p in Pamphylia, intreating him to ſend theman 
* accurate account of the Catholick DoEtrine concerning the bleſſed 


Trinity, andeſpecially the Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt. For it ſeems 


: Þ c.29- the Macedonian Herelie (which Sozomen © tells us, diffus'd it ſelf 
p. 586, 


through Bithynia, Helleſpont,and the neighbouring Provinces)had ram- 
bled hither, and infeed many in this Countrey, fo that negleQting 
the ſtale Controverſies about the Son of God (as men are naturall 
fond of novel errors) they greedily caught up the new-ſtarted Blal- 
phemies againſt the holy Spirit, whoſe Deity and Divine Dominion 
they denyed, and whom they degraded into the Claſs and — 
0 
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of a Servant and Meſſenger. And though by the Letters which 4- 
thanaſius and ſome others had heretofore written to them about this 

matter, ſeveral had beenreclaim'd from theſe pernicious Sentiments, 

yet the Tares were not wholly rooted up, the minds of many conti- 

nuing {till leaven'd with this Impiety. They beſought him there- 

fore to give them a full account what was the Orthodox Pelief in 

this caſe, they having none near at hand able accurately to diſcuſs 

thoſe ſubtle and perplex'd queſtions, that had been ſet on foot amongſt 

them. This Requeſt was accompanied likewiſe with a Letter * from S 
Palladizs, Governor of that City, upon the ſame errand, and to the * 7/77: 
very ſame effet, In anſwer to both he wrote Aynmaay (as tis 

call'd) a large Reſponſive, wherein he articularly opens the Dottrine 

of the Catholick Church in the Articles relating to the ſeveral Per- 

ſons in the Trinity, which he explains and confirms from Scripture, 

and vindicates from the moſt ſpecions Cavils and Pretences which 

the Hereticks uſually made againſt it, together with an account of 

the ReſurreQtion, and the conlequent Articles that depend upon it. * 

This Tra& he ſtyPd the Arcorart * , becauſe 4rnchor-like it ſerv'd to *Yid. mip. 
fix and confirm inftable minds in the knowledge of the Truth, and #<%{-xIX- 
to keep them from being #oſs'd to and fro, and carried about with eve- OE lib. 4n- 
ry wind of Doftrine. In this Book he had among other things acci- <2 458. 
dentally inſerted a Catalogue of the names and numbers of ſeveral 

Herefies, which had infeſted the Church in all ages. The notice 

whereof being got abroad, awakened the curioſity of many, and par- 

ticularly of Acacins and Paulus, two Archimanarits, or Prefets of 
Monaiteries in the parts about Chalcedon, and Berea in Celfyria, who 

wrote ” to him the next year by Marcellus, who being newly inſtru- , ;,.. :,;4, 
Qed in the Faith, was defirous to be more fully Principled and Con- ante Parar. 
frm'd by Epiphanius; by him they excuſe their not waiting Perſonal- 

ly upon him, which they intended, had not weakneſs and infirmity 
conſtrain'd them to keep at home, aſſuring him, they look'd upon / 

him as a ſecond S. John, one whom God had extraordinarily' rais'd 

upto be a new Apoſtle and Preacher to the Church. But the main 

buſineſs of the Letter was to beg of him to give them an account of 

the Opinions and PraQiſes of the ſeveral Hereſies that had diſturb'd 

the Church ; a task which could not but be infinitely acceptable to 

them and all good men. Hereupon he compos'd his larger Work 

againſt Hereſies, wherein beſides the Hiſtorical part, he makes a par- 

ticular Confutation of every Hereſie, amounting in all to the number 

of LXXX. which he draws down through the ſeveral ages of the 

World to his own time, that is, till the eleventh * year of Yalexs and «. y;1. ,,, 
Valentinian, Ann. CCCLXXIV. From this date Baronius ? conceives he Herll. p. 7. 
began this work a year before he received the Letter from the Monks ? 44 4» 
of $yria, the Inſcription whereof makes it not written till the fol. *7** 37 
lowing year. But either there's an error in the date of that Inſcrip- 
tion (which being none of Epiphanius his own might eaſily happen) 
or elſe by that date of the XI. of YValens, Epiphanius intended, not 
that he then began, but only brought down his account to that time. 
It being otherwiſe certain both from the Preface, and the beginni 
of the Work it ſelf, that he ſet upon it at the requeſt of thoſe Syr;- 
« Archimandrites. And whereas in their Letter they tell him, they 
had heard he had drawn out and aſcertain'd the names of the ſeveral 
Herefies, 
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Hereſies, that plaialy refers to the paſſage in his 4corar * , where (as 
we obſerv'd before) he ſets down their names and numbers, and that 
in the very ſame method,where'n he treats of them afterwards.To this 
work he gave the Title of Panarium, the Store-hoyſe, deligning it he 
tells us #, to be a wCwnor izlexxva Phyſick-cheſt, or Apothecaries 
ſhop, repleniſh'd with Antidotes adapted- to thoſe ſeveral Poyſons, 
and venemous Wounds, which error had made upon the minds of 
men. Bur the largeneſs of the Work, and the ſubtlety of the Con. 
troverſies debated 1n it, rendered it leſs uſeful to unlearned and ungi. 
ſcerning Readers, for whoſe ſakes he afterwards contracted it into an 
Anacephaleoſis, or Epitom”, that it might become more familiar and 
accommodate to ordinary uſe. Nor was it enough, that he was thus 
imployed at home,the neceſſities of the Church calld for his afliſtance 
abroad. Ann. CCCLXXXIL Gratian and Theodofiizs furmmon'd a Coun- 
cil to meet at Rome to compoſe the controverlie that had rais'd fo 
much duſt in the Ea/#, about the See of Antioch, poſſeſs'd by Paw 
linns, and challeng'd by Flaviar, whoſe cauſe was eſpous'd and aſſer. 
ted by a Synod at this time fittin, at Conſtintivopley, Beſides the We- 
ſterx Biihops, there arriv'd at Rome ſome out of the Eft b , eſpecially 
Paulinus of Antioch, and our Epiphinius, He lodz'd in the Houſe of 
the Lady Paula, Relit of 7oxotins, a Gentleman of Rome, who en- 
tertain'd him with all poſble kindneſs, happy that ſhe had got ſuch 
a Gueſt under her Roof. The AQts of this Synod are loſt, but by the 
event it appears, that the Cauſe was adjudged tor Paulizus, And 
now having done his errand, and ſeen Roxze, and convers'd with all 
the great Perſons there, the next Spring he return'd back to Cy- 
IS 

VI. HE had now for many years peaceably govern'd the Cyprian 
Churches ; when by means of Joh» (who Arn. CCCLXXXNVI. ſuc- 
cecded Cyril in the See of Jeruſal-:) he was unhappily involv'd in 
Troubles and Controverſies, that devour'd the latter part of his life. 
For the underſtanding of which we are to know, that he ſtill retain'd 
a Relation to the Monaſtery, call'd 0/4 Ad, which he had heretofore 
erected and conſtituted near E/entheropolis in Paleſtine, for the better 
adminiſtration whereof he was forcd fometimes to repair thither, and 


by that means maintain a nearer and more frequent intercourſe with 


the Biſhop of Jern/alem. John was a man proud and paſſionate, and 
beſides of wavering and inconſtant Principles : He had herded © with 
the Arian and Macedonian Party during the late Perſecutions in the 
Reiga of /alens, and though he had defirced them upon his promoti- 
on to that See, yet he ſtill retain*d' ſome kindneſs for the old Opini. 
ons, eſpecially was a ſecret friend to the DoQtrines of Or/gen, where- 
to Epiphanins was a profeſs'd Antagoniſt, This begat mutual jealouſies, 
which art laſt burſt out into an open flame. It hapned that Epipha- 
zins preaching 9 in the Cathedral at Jeruſalem, direted his Diſcourſe 
againſt the Orizenian dogmata. The Biſhop thought himſelf rouch'd 
with the Sermon, and together with his Clergy ſometimes by ſigns 
of anger, ſometimes by expreſſions of ſcorn and derifion ſhew'd that 
he far unealie, and pitied the doring old man, till not able to hold 
longer, he ſent up his Arch-deacon to him, commanding him to ceaſe 
preaching about thoſe matters. And when afrer Sermon, as they 
were going from the place of the ReſurreFion to that of — 

cople 


—_—_ 
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Peaple of all ſorts flock'd after Epiphanius in ſuch Crowds, and with 
ſuch expreſſions of reverence and devotion,that there was no paſſing 
forwards, the others envy began to boyl, and he could not forbear 
telling him to his Face, that he purpoſely contriv'd and caus'd theſe 
ſtops. And when at another time the Congregation was born in 
hand that they ſhould again hear Epiphanins, John himſelf ſepr into 
the Pulpit, *and thundred out nothing but ſharp inveCtives againſt the 
Hereſie of the Anthropomorphites, who affirm, that God has humane 

rts and ihape, turning himſelf all the while towards Epiphanins, to 
inſinuate a ſuſpition into the Peoples minds, that he was guilty of 
that impious and abſurd Opinion. Sermon being ended, the good 
old Biſhop ſtood up, and told the Congregation, that what his Bro- 
ther had ſpoken againſt the Anthropomorphite-Hereſie was very well, 
and that he himſelf heartily condemn'd it ; but that _ withal it was 


but juſt, that as they condemn'd this Herefie, they ſhould condemn 


likewiſe the perverſe DoCtrines of Origey. A motion which the 
Congregation entertain'd with laughter and acclamationsto the equal 
ſhame and vexation of their Biſhop. 

VI. HITHERTO they had ſtood on ſome tolerable Terms, 
when Johz laid hold on an opportunity of openly venting his fpleen, 
and that upon this occaſion. Epiphanius's Monaſtery © was deſtitute of 
a Prieſt, who might conſtantly officiate the Divine Services amongſt 
them, a task which S. Jerom and Vircentius, both Presbyters, who 
liv'd near at hand in the Monaſtery at Bethleh-m, - out of modeſty re- 
fus'd to undertake. Complaint hereof being made to Epiphanins by 
the Brethren of the Monaſtery, a fit man was ſought for, and Paul;- 
nianus S. Jerom?s younger Brother was the Perſon pitcht on for this 
purpoſe : But he out of humility did not only decline it, but refus'd to 
come near any Biſhop leſt he ſhould lay hands upon him. At length 
going along with others to wait upon Epiphanius, then in thoſe parts, 
about ſome buſineſs of the Monaſtery, the Biſhop commanded the 
Deacons that were preſent to apprehend him, and ſo overpowred him 
with the weight of his Authority and Perſwaſion, that he unwil- 
lingly fubmitted to be ordain'd Deacon ; which Epiphanins preſently 
perform'd in the Pariſh-church next to the —_— as after ſome 
convenient time, though with the ſame difficulty, he advancd him 
to the order of Presbyter, deſſgning him as Domeſtick Chaplain to 
+ that Monaſtery. The Report hereof was ſoon carried to John of 
Jeruſalem, who was not a little glad of the opportunity. He now 

I'd every corner with loud Declamations againit Epiphanins, that he 
had violated the Canons of the Church, by taking upon him to Or- 
dain out of his own Dioceſs, that the Perſon ordain'd * was little bet- 
ter than a Boy, and if any of his Clergy own'd his Ordination, they 
ſhould loſe their place in the Church ; that Epipbanius had traduc'd 
him for an Heretick * , and in his publick Devotions had pray'd for 
him in theſe words, Grant, Lord, to John, that he may believe aright ; 
that therefore he was reſolv'd to make him know himſelf, and to ac- 
quaint all parts of the Chriſtian World. with his unwartantable un- 
canonical Proceedings, and that if men would not do him right, he 
ſummon'd him to a Tryal before the Divine Tribunal. To all this 
bluſter Epiphanize return'd him a = Letter, wherein he mildly 


reproves him for his paſſionate and unchriſtian carriage in this mat- 
ter, 
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ter, and lays before him the true ſtate.of what had paſs'd ; aſſuring 
him, he might rather have expettedthanks for what he. had done, 
than that it ſhould: be made the Foundation of a Quarrel ; that he 


had done nothing herein, . but what in like caſes had been cuftoma 


in his Countrey, where Carholick Biſhops ordain'd Presbyters with. 
in his Province, yea, that he had deſired ſome (particularly Phil 
and Theoprobus) that becauſe his Dioceſs was wide and large, there- 
fore in thoſe Churches of it that lay next to theirs, they would Or. 
dain Presbyters, as occaſion requir'd, and provide for the neceſſities 
of the Church ; that he of all others had leaſt reaſon to complain, 
the Ordioation being done not in. his, but in the. Dioceſs of Eleurhe. 
ropolis, and that if any found rhemſelves agrieved, it muſt be; 'as'$, 
Jerom obſerves, the Biſhop of C.eſarea, who was Metropolitan of the 
whole Province. For the age of the Perſon ordained, S. Jerom adds, 
that he was not much under thirty, and that John himſelf was not 
much above, when he was made Biſhop, and had ordained others at 
that very age, whereat Paulinianus was made Presbyter. But the 
truth was, as Epiphanins tells * him, it was not ſo much the buſineſs 
of Paulinianus that had mov'd his Choler, the root of the matter la 
deeper, *rwas thar he had rubb'd him ſometimes with his AﬀeCtion to 
Origez and his Opinions ; whom he had charged as the Parent of Ar; 
aniſm, 2nd other dangerous errors ; 'twas the. touching this tender 
ſtring had offended his ears, and put him into ſuch an angry ferment: 
for the Charge of traducing him in his Devotions, *twas a great mi- 
ſtake, he might be confident he was not guilty of ſo much rudeneſs, 
but bore a greater Reverence towards him and his Office, than foto 
vilife him before the People, that he had done but what was uſual 
in the concluſion of the publick Prayers, to pray for him as he did 
for all other Biſhops, that God would keep him, and grant him to 
Preach the word of Truth : That therefore he paſſionately belought 
him eſpecially to renounce all Communion with Orjzexs, or any other 
Heretical Opinions, to which end he lays before him eight ſeveral 
Principles afferted by Origez, which he deſires him as a Sp:cimen to 
conſider, and to come off roundly in thoſe points, and to deſert all 
thoſe that pertinaciouſly adhered to them, 

VIIL BUT John has not yet done with his Charge, he further 
accuſes i him of injury and violence, and that he had in a manner 
robb'd oneof the Churches in his Dioceſs. The truth of which cale + 
was thus. Epiphanixs in his way to Bethel came to a Village called 
Anablatha, where eſpying a Church, he turned in to offer up his Pray- 
ers. Entring into the Church, he beheld a Curtain hanging over the 
door, whereon was painted the Image of Chriſt, or ſome Saint. De- 
teſting ſuch Innovations in the Church, expreſly contrary to the Au- 
thority of the holy Scriptures (as himſelf rells us) he tore the Cur- 
tain, and adviſed the Churchwardens to make uſe of it rather as a 
Shroud to bury the dead. They told him that fince he had torn thar, 
*rwas but reaſonable he ſhould give them another, that was not ob- 
noxious. This he immediately promis'd, and after ſome time ſent 


the beft he could get, defiring the Biſhop to convey it to the Fres- 


byters of that place, and that he would henceforward take care, that 
ſuch painted Curtains being againſt our Religion, ſhould not be hung 
up 1n the Church of Chriſt, it being much mcre his. duty . - 

watchiu 


The Life of S. Evie AaNIUG 


—_— 


watchful and follicitous,to remove an occaſion of ſcruple that was un- 


worthy of the Church of Chriſt, and the People committed to his 
Charge. A paſlage ſo clearly expreſſive ofthe Do 
the Church in the point of Images n that ag2, that th2 Champions of 
the Church of Roxe are at infinite loſs about it. Some of them ay, 
that the good Biſhop treated the PifQture with that reſentment, be- 
cauſe he ſuppoſed it to have been the Image of ſome infamous Per- 
ſon, uſurping the place of a Saint 3 others that this Epiſtle is ſpuri- 
ous, and fallly Fathered upon Epiphanzus ; others that this latter part 
of it only is Suppoſititious, added by a later hand; and this way 

oe Baronius, B-llarmin, and the molt, without any Authority, or 
juſt pretence of reaſon. And therefore Baroazss after all the pains 
he had taken to make it ſeem an: impoſture, dares not yet be ver 
confident of his own Conjecture, Wherefore others diſcerning theſe 
Shifts and Artifices to be weak anddeſperate, allow the Story, bur 
withal decry Epiphanins as a downright Ico1:/aft, an enemy to Image 
Worſhip, and therefore to be little regarded in this cal And if 
they put it upon that Iſſue, we are content. Nor indeed is this the 
only Teſtimony Epiphanins has given in this matter : The Fathers 
k of the ſecond Vice? Council, the great Patronsof Image-worſhip, 
have recorded another to our hand. Take hed (lays Epiphanins) ty 
your ſelves, and hold. faſt the Traditions which you have received, t:r- 
ins neither to the rieht hand, nor to the left ; and keep this continnally 
in mind, never to introduce Images into Churches, n:r into the Church- 
yards of the Saints ; bat have God always in your minds and memories. 
After which *tis added, that the ſame Father publiſh*d other Diſ: 
courſes in confutation of Images, which they that are curious and 
inquiſitive might caſily meet with. And though 'tis true, the good 
Fathers of the Synud quettion the validity of that Teſtimony, yet 
upon what weak and frivolous pretences they do it, any man may at 
firſt ſight diſcern, that will bur be at the pains to look into the wiſe 
Proceedings of that Council. Bur I return, 

IX, The Spirit of the man was too far exulcerated, to be heaPd 
with any Lenitives, or calm Replyes which Epiphanins could return : 
His Choler ſtill boiPd againſt him, and the Monks of Pa/-/tize that 
ſided with him, eſpecially S. Jerom, who took part with Epiphanins, 
and ſo galld the other with his tart Reflections, that he ſuſpended 
! him the Execution of his Miniſtry,and Communion with his Church, 
and endeavoured ® to drive him out of the Countrey, though his 
attempt that way took no effe&. Good men were much troubled 
at theſe unhappy Diſſentions, and heartily wiſht a Compoſure. A- 
mong-the reſt Connr Archelaus * interpoled, and prevail'd with the 
Parties concern'd to meet in order to it. Time and place were appoint- 
ed, and a great number of Monks and others repaired thither to ſee 
what would be the iſſue of this Conference, when after all, Johz the 
Biſhop did not appear, but ſent a trifling excuſe, that a certain Ma- 
tron, whom he could not leave, was fick, which hindred his com- 
ing at that time. * The Count ſent him word, that they would ſtay 
a day or two longer, if he would then come. But all in vain, the 
Woman was ſtill ſick, and the ſame Excuſe muſt ſerve the turn, By 


this *twas evident to all impartial Obſervers, that he diſtruſted his 


Cauſe, and durlſt not abide a Tryal, : | 
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any anſwer, either by word or Letter, the good old Biſhop wroty 
to the Monks, not to Communicate with him, till he had given fa 
tisfation in thoſe points of Hereſie, whereof he ſtood impeacht- 
But ſo far was he from that, that he ſet himſelf tro make a wider 
breach, and what he had formerly threatned,; that the World ſhould 
ring of Epiphanius's aQtings, he now put in Execution, writing Let- 
ters into all parts, and among the reſt, probably, to Theophilus of 
Alexanaria, who either at his invitation, or of his own accord, ſent 

» hid. p. 179. Tſidore ® his Presbyter with Letters into Paleſtine, if poſſible,. to Um. 
pire and Compoſe the difference. Btit Iſidore was underhand tog 
good a Friend to Origeniſm, to do any thing that might prejudice the 
Cauſe of the Biſhop of Jeruſalem, to whom and his Party he wrote 
beforehand, that hey ſhould ſtand their ground, and not be fright. 
ed with any terrors or — that he would come direQly tg 
Feruſalem, and at his arriva}, make the attempts of their Adverfaries 
fly before him, as Smoke is diſperſed in the Air, or as Wax melts 
at the preſence of the fire. And when he did come, he took no care 
to purſue the ends of his Legation : Thrice indeed he gave meeting 
to the other Party, and entertain'd them with the Commands of his 
Maſter, and a parcel of ſmooth words tending to Peace, but conceal'd 
the Letters which Theophilus had ſent to them. And whenS. Jer 
once and again demanded them, he refuſed to deliver them, confeſ. 
ſing he had been engag'd to do ſo by the Biſhop of Jer»ſalem. And 
fo his Legation came to nothing. At his departure Joh gave him 

ewid.e49.178 an Apology ? (penn'd by Iſidores's own Council and Contrivance) tobe 
delivered to 7 heophilus, wherein after he had complemented him with 
ſome flattering inſinuations, that as a man of God, adorn'd with Apo. 
ſtolick grace, he did even in the midft of all his Aﬀairs at home ſu- 
ſtain the care of all the Churches, and eſpecially the Church of Je- 
ruſalem (though as S. Jerom notes, this had been a fitter Addreſs to 
the Biſhop of Ceſarea) he proceeded to make an odious repreſenta- 
tion of his Adverſaries ; and becauſe he had been charg'd with 0r;. 
*1b5d. p. 164. £enian Errors 4, eight whereof Epiphanius had objected to him, he 
thought himſelf oblig'd to offer ſomewhat in his own Vindication; 
but paſſing by all the greater points, he touch'd only upon three of 
the leſs material, and that too in ſo looſe and careleſs a manner, as if 
there were no doubts concerning them, or that they did not deſerve 

a more cloſe and accurate diſculſion. However his Letter having as 

good a Friend as Tſidore for its Interpreter, we may be ſure would be 
made to ſpeak fair for him at Alexandria. 

X. THREE years © Epiphanins had waited for fatisfaftion, and 
had patiently born the injuries which Joh had thrown upon him, 
hoping that at laſt he would clear his Reputation, and do right to 
Truth. But he found the man incurable, and that the only uke he 
made of his ſilence, was to fill the World with clamours againſt him. 
He reſolv*d therefore to be no longer wanting to himſelf, but diſpatcht 
C16. p. 189- away Letters * to all the moſt conſiderable Churches, to the Biſhops 
in fn. of Paleſtine, to Alexandria, and eſpecially to Pope Siricius at Rome, 

where John's Complaints had made the loudeft noiſe. But becauſe the 
Controverlie was not clearly underſtood there, Pammachiws a learned 
Gentleman of Rome, who upon the death of his Wife Paulina had 
taken the Monaſtick Rule upon him, wrote to S. Jerom, defiring _ 

im 


e thid. P- 167» 


The Life of S. Eeriyfanius. 


him a full account of this matter ; which he accordingly gave him 
in a very large learned and eloquent Epiſtle, wherein he truly repre- 
ſents matter of Fat, vindicates Epiphanins and himſelf, and deſcribes 
John in his proper colours. This Letter was written Az”, CCCXCIIL 
ſhortly after which he ſent another much to the ſame effeCt to The- 
ophilus of Alexandria, to undeceive him in thoſe things, wherein 
John and Iſidore might have miſinform'd him ; the aſperlions which 
had been thrown upon himſelf, he wipes off with an elegant defence, 
and aſſures him, that notwithſtanding all the ſpiteful attempts which 
John had made againſt him and his Party, yet they were heartily 
diſpoſed to Peace, if he would but give the World fatisfaftion in the 
bulineſs of his Faith. The Epiphanian Cauſe being thus brought in- 
to open light, John ſaw *twas in vain to bear up againſt the Stream, 
and ſo fairly let it fall, never after, that I find, appearing in it. By 
which means the good old man gain'd a preſent reſpite. Bur it laſt- 
ed not long. For the Origenian Controverlie being ſoon after reviv'd, 
though upon another occaſion, involv'd him in freſh troubles, that 
_ not but with his Life. An account whereof, as being nece(- 
fary to clear the remainder of this, and ſome parts of the following 
Lifs, we ſhall a little more particularly relate. 

Xl. THE broaching of the Aria» Tenents about the beginning of 
this Seculum, had a little awakened the long buried Cauſe of 0ripey; 
but it came not to any conſiderable height till about the cloſe of it, 
when a Queſtion was ſtarted * among the Monks in Agypr, eſpecially 
thoſe of Mount WVitrie (where were the moſt frequent and celebra- 
ted Convents) whether God was a purely incorporcal Being, or had 
the Parts and Figure of a man ? Upon this the Monaſteries were 
divided, many defending the Orthodox Notion, while others of the 


ſimpler ſort underſtanding thoſe places of Scripture (which aſcribe 


Eyes, Face, Hands, &c. to God) in a {tri literal ſence, fiercely 
elpous'd the latter part of the Queſtion, and becauſe Origex's Wri- 
tings were chiefly made uſe of to beat down their Opinion, they 
wholly rejefted them, and quarrelPd with all that did approve and 
own them. Theophilus was at this time Biſhop of Alexandria, a man 
ſubtle and politick, and one that-knew how at any time to put a good 
Colour upon a bad Cauſe, and to fail with every Wind, by which 
he might reach the point he aim'd at. He had in his Paſchal Letters 
ſufficiently declared himſelf for the incorporeal Opinion, and in his 
Sermons ſmartly inveighed againſt thoſe of the oppolite Party. This 
quickly came to the Monks at N:tria, who alarm'd with ir, flock*d 
in a great Body to Alexandria, intending to make him redeem his 
impiety (as they calPd it) with the price of his Head. He was 
aware of their coming, and going forth to meet them, entertain'd 
them with a pleaſant look,addreffing to them in the words of Jacob to 
his Brother E/au, 1 have ſeen you, as though T had ſeew the Face of 
God. With this crafty and ambiguous anſwer the deep-pated Monks 


- were well pleas'd and fatisfied, ſuppoſing he meant, that God had a 


Face like to theirs ; but added withal, if you mean really what you 
ſay, condemn the Books of Orizex, by which many are ſeduc'd into 
the .contrary-Opinion, and enabled to fight againſt us ; and unleſs you 
do this, we are reſolv'd to treat you as an impious Perſon, and an 
Enemy to God. The Biſhop _—_ - not angry, Strs, Iam ready 
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to do what you have a mind to, I for my part deteſt the Books of 
Origen, and condemn all thoſe that admit them. And with that afſu- 
rance they departed, confident that they had got the day. 

XII. And here the Controverſie might have ſlept and dyed, had 
not Theophilus thought good to awaken it, to miniſter to his private 
malice and revenge. Four Brothers there were, from the talneſs of 
their Stature calld Lozgi, who prefided over the Ag yprian Monaſte- 
ries, Dioſcurns, Ammonins, Euſebias and Euthymius, all of them re- 


' nown'd for their learning and pious Lives, in great favour with The- 


ophilus, who receiv'd them with all imaginable kindneſs and reſpett. 
Dioſcurns, though unwilling, he conſecrated Biſhop of Hermopolis, 
and two others of them he in a manner forc'd to live with him at 4- 
lexandria, and made them Stewards of the Revenues of his Church. 
But they weary of the cares of a Secular Life, as too great an in- 


' trenchment upon their Pious and Philoſophick genius, and much more 
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weary of Theophilus's griping and covetous praQtiſes, who put them 
upon ill courſes to advance his ProjeQs, reſolved to return back to 
their beloved Solitudes. The Biſhop did what he could to diſſwade 
them from it, but when he —_ their Reſolution unalterable, 
and much more the Reaſon that made them deſert him, he began to 


ſtorm, and threaten he would be even with them, which they little 
regarding went back to the Monaſteries. At the ſame time he fell 
out with J1ſdore, *» who had not long ſince alſo been his Favourite, 
partly becauſe he refus'd to be Witneſs to a Will pretending that 
1 heophiluss Siſter was left Heireſs to a certain Eſtate, partly becauſe 
being Treaſurer for the poor, he had denyed Theophilus a Sum of 


Money towards his magnificent Buildings, telling him, *twas much 
better tocloath the Backs, and refreſh the Bowels of the poor, which 
are the true Temples of God, than to lay it out upon Roofs and 
Walls. Theophilus vex'd to be thus defeated and reproach'd, ſet him- 
ſelf to ruine him, Palladins * adds, that in a folemn Conſfiſtory he ar- 
raign'd him of no leſs than Sodomy upon a forg*'d Writing, and when 
baffled in that, ſuborn'd a young man to ſwear the Charge, whoſe 
Mother diſcovered the Plot, and produc'd the Money that had been 
iven her Son. However putting the beſt face he could upon it, 
- excommunicated and ejetted 1jdore, who not knowing how far 
it might be ſafe for him to ſtay longer there, fled to Mount Nitri, 
where he had been brought up in his younger years, whom The- 
ophilus followed with Letters to the Biſhops of thoſe parts, com- 
manding them to caſt him and his Partizans out of thoſe ſolitary 
Receſſes : The Monks hearing what was done, and pitying the hard 
caſe of Iſidore, refolv'd that a Committee of their number, and 4m- 
monius 1n the Head of them ſhould go to Alexandria to treat with 
the Biſhop about this matter. Theophilus at firſt promiſed to reſtore 
Iſidore to Communion, and being oft urg'd with his Promiſe, to dil- 
courage any more ſuch Addreſſes threw one of the Monks into Pri- 
ſon : Nay, weare told, that he threw the Tippet that he had about 
him over Ammonins's neck with his own hands, and beating him about 
the Face, till he was all bloody, with a ſtern angry Voice, Hererick, 
laid he, Anathematize Origen, though not the leaſt occaſion for any 
ſuch Diſcourſe was offered at that time. But Ammonius and his Com- 
pany voluntarily went, to their Fellow in Priſon, and refuſed to come 
out 
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out thence, till Theophilus himſelf came and ſhould fetch them out. 
Afterwards they yielded to go to him, who having askt their pardon 
for what had been done, quietly diſmiſt and ſent them home. 

XIII. BU T how ſmooth ſoever he might appear without, his Paſ- 
fion boil'd up within. He had not forgot his former quarrel to Diof- 
cars and his Brethren, and though in his late rude treatment of Am- 
monins he had given him a taſt of his kindneſs, yet he refoly'd now to 
pay them home all rogether ; which yet he could not effet, but by 
creating a difference between them and the other Monks ; who held 
them 1n a mighty eſteem and veneration. And no way could he think 
of ſo proper for this, as again to ſet on foot among them the late buri- 
ed controverſie. He knew Ammonius and his Brethren were ſtiff AL. 
ſcrters of the Incorporeal Opinion, which the maintainers of were 
wont to make ue among other ways by the reaſons and authority of 
Origen. This he ſpread abroad by Letters in the Monaſteries, adviſing 
them to beware of D#oſcurus and his Brethren, who following the 
Dodtrine of Origen, ſought to introduce an impious opinion, that God 
was Incorporeal, and had not according to the Tettimony of Scripture 
either Eyes, Ears, Hands or Feet. The deſign quickly took, and the 
far greater part of the Monks being ſimple and illiterate, were for the 
rol and abſur*d part of the queſtion : But what they wanted in learn- 
ing, they made up in Zeal, bandying the caſe not with accurate Dif- 
putings, but with noiſe and clamour. The Diflentions ran high, 
and grew irreconcilable, and names of reproach-were fixt upon each 
Party, the Aﬀertors of Corporeity ſcornfully ſtyling the others Origen- 
ifs, as they on the contrary branded them with the Title of Anthropo- 
morphites.And that he might yet caſt a further miſt before mens eyes, he 
conven'd a Synod ? at A/exazdria,where in frequent Seſſions the Cauſe 
of Origen was ventilated,and many dangerous propoſitions gathered out 
of his Writings were produc'd, which his friends not daring to de- 
fend, cryed out, that the places had been corrupted, and the things 
fraudulently inſerted by Hereticks, a thing not to be wondred ar, 
when they had not ſcrupled to offer violence to the Goſpel it ſelf ; that 
therefore the body of his Works was not to be thrown away becauſe 
of ſome adulterated paſſages, which a wiſe Reader would eaſily di- 
ſtinguiſh, and might reje& what was corrupt, but retain what was 
Catholick truth. But this plea was over-ruPd, it being reply*d, that 
there were Books enough, which the Church receiv'd, that the read- 
ing thoſe Books was not to be allow'd, which would do more miſchief 
tothe ſimple and unwary, than they could do good to the Wiſe and 
Learned, and therefore good and bad were to be rejected, and the 
Tares and Wheat to be thrown out together. The iſſue was, that no 
man ſhould read, or keep by him the Books of Origey. And though 
this was nothing to the caſe of Dzoſcurus and hisBrethren, whom The- 
ophilus knew to be far enough from patronizing any of Origex's obnox- 
10us opinions, they only uſing his authority to refell a pernicious and 
ſenceleſs Impiety, yet it ſerv'd his turnto raiſe a duſt, and to clap a 
bad name upon them, and then expoſe them to the cenſure and hatred 
of the People, who perhaps would never enquire how they came to 
have that name put upon them. 
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XIV. AND this 'tis like the Synod had been told, had the Monks 


* Palad. ubi been there : But it ſeems they were never ſummon'd * , 7heophily 
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_ Chryfoftow, then Arch-biſhop of the Imperial See, receiv'd them with 


wiſely foreſeeing, that had they been calld, his ations muſt haye 
been rifled into, and his traud andill arts would have been brought to 
light. And therefore he never proceeded againſt the body of the 
Monks, but only againſt 4»z02;#5 and his Brothers, againſt whom 
he procurd a Synodal Sentence. Nay, if we may credit what Pal. 
dixs farther relates, he procur'd five perſons, men of no authority or 
account amongſt rhe Monks, and therefore more likely to be pliable 
to. his deſigns, one of whom he conſecrated Biſhop (though bur of a 
little Village, there being no City to fet him over) a ſecond Pref. 
byter, the three others Deacons. To theſe Confidents of his he deli. 
vered Libels of accuſation againſt the Brethren, which himſelf had fra. 
med, and which they ſubſcrib'd, and afterwards delivered to him in 
the face of the Church. He, as if he had known nothing of the mar. 
ter, took the Libels at their hands, which he immediately preſented 
to the Auguftal Prefet?, or Vice-Roy of Egypr, intreating - his War- 
rant and aſſiſtance, that thoſe infamous perſons might be expell'd the 
Country. His requeſt was ſoon granted, and being now armed with 
the Civil Power and attended by a company that would do his work, 
whom to that end he had well warm'd with Wine, away he goes at 
night for Mount Nztria; and firſt he ſeizeth upon Dioſcur#s, whom 
he depos'd, and committed to his £hiopian Slaves, taking into his 
own poſſeſſion his Epiſcopal See, though of as great antiquity as any 
in thoſe parts; it having been the place * where Jo/eph and the bleſſed 
Virgin reſted with our Infant-Saviour, when they fled into Foyt. 
Next he goes tothe Monaſteries, the plunder whereof he permittedto 
the Souldiers, but not finding the perſons he ſought for, he firſt ſet 
fire to their Cells, and burat their Books, and among them their Bj- 
bles, and the very portions of the Euchariſt, and as thoſe who were 
eye-witneſles affirm'd, a little youth into the Bargain, and then re- 
turn'd back in Triumph. The truth is, the three Brothers upon the 
firſt news of his approach had hid themſelves in a Well, the mouth 
whereof being covered over with a mat prov'd a ſafe ſhelter to them, 
The danger being over,and they well knowing thoſe parts would afford 
them no proteQion, left the Country, and with Dzoſcurus (who had 
made his eſcape) fled into Pale/tize, firſt tro Jernſ1l-m, and then to 
Scythopolis (anciently calld Berhſar, firuate in the half. Tribe of Mz 
zaſſes on this ſide Jordan) where, as being beſt furniſh'd with Palm- 
trees, the leaves whereof the Monks made great uſe of in their ordina- 
ry mechanical operations, they ſeated themſelves. Hither repair'd to 
them great numbers of their old company, about LXXX. ſay ſome ; 
CXXVI, nay CCC. fay others.But Theophilzs his malice ſtopt not here, 
he wrote to the Biſhops ia Paleſtize in a ſtrain ara enough, that 
they oughtnot without his advice to have received theſe Fugitives, but 
in that their ignorance might .excuſetthem, and he would paſs it by, 
bur that for the time to come they hould not in any way of Con- 
verſe gither Civil or Sacred, entertain them. However here they 
continued, till hearing rhat 7h-ophilus defign'd Meſſengers to Conſtan- 
tinople, ro complain againſt them at Court, they conceiv'd it beſt to 
be beforehand ; ſo Dioſcurns and ſeveral others repaired thirher, where 
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- all due kindneſs and reſpe&t. By the whole carriage of this affair and 

what follows 1n relation to Chry/o/tom, it evidently appears that 7 heo- 

philus indulg'd paſſion and prejudice beyond what became a good man, 

I know an attempt has lately . been made to vindicate and relieve his 

memory, and to that end the whole ſtory of his Tranſfattions with 

theſe Eg1ptian Monks, has been call'd in queſtion, and repreſented as 

apiece of Forgery, contriv'd by the Origenian Monks to impoſe upon 

the World. But this is a liberty which I confeſs I dare not take. The 

ſtory is not only related by Socrates and Sozomen, menof credit enough 

in other matters, and who had no particular intereſt to ſerve in this, 

who -livd, it not in, very near that time, and were acquainted with 

ſome of the perſons. concerned in it, but it is very minutely related 

by Paladins, (or who-ever was the Author of that Dzalogue) who 

with Chryſoſtom was concern'd in ſome part of the ſtory, and 

was very familiarly acquainted both with the Perſons them- 

ſelves, and the whole management of the buſineſs. I do not deny but 

thoſe that favoured the Origenian way might ſet out Theophilus in 

his worſt light, and might put a keener edge upon ſome of his ACti- 

ons, than perhaps they deſerv'd. But to ſay that the whole _w 

is feign'd, becauſe S9zomen ſays his Friend, whom he could truſt, 

had one particular paſſage in it from the Monks themſelves /for what « p;4.51..1 8, 

S$ozomen lays © of that, refers only to the Cauſes of T heophilus his dif} «© 12: p. 773+ 

pleaſure againſt Tjdore) is too hard, and would open too wide a gap. 

For ſuppoſe he had kad the whole Relation from them : Is no man to be 

leliev'd in his own Cauſe ? Or can any man be fo fit to tell the particu- 

lar Circumſtances of his Caſe, as he that ſuffers them ? And indeed if 

the credit of a Story fo particularly related,ſo well atteſted, muſt be de- 

ſtroy*d meerly for a few ſurmiſes, which a witty man may ſtart in any 

matters of FaQt,I ſcarce know what parts of Church-ſtory can be ſecure. — 

XV. THUS far we have deduc'd the general Story, we ſhall 

now bring it home particularly to Epiphanius. Theophilus having Sy- 

nodically condemn*'d Origeniſ/m, wrote an Excyclical Epiſtle to the 

Churches abroad, to give them an account of what he had done : 

And becauſe Epiphanius by reaſon of his age, and his ſingular piety 

and learning, was a Perſon of greateſt Authority at that time, he 

was deſirous 4 to gain him to his Party. Not that heretofore he * Sov. 7. 5. 

had quarrelld with him for being an Azthropomorphite, and to gain 7" 7; 35: 
his Friendſhip, did now difſemble himſelf to be of that Opinion (as « 14. p. 795. 
Sorrates and Sozomen repreſent it) for though John of Jeruſalem did 

once inſinuate ſuch a ſuſpicion, (and Rffinus * it ſeems took it up, and * qa 
gave countenancetoit) yet Epiphanius did immediately diſown and ,, 24s. 
proteſt againſt it :| But he knew well it would be of Mighty adyan- 
tage to his Cauſe, to have ſo near a Neighbour, and ſo conſiderable 
a Perſon on his fide. To him therefore bekides the general Epiſtle, 
he wrote f more particularly, to let him know that with the Sword O— 
of the Goſpel he had cut in pieces thoſe Origenian Serpents, that had ,, 30g. 
crept out of their holes, and had cleer'd Mount N;z#r:a of that peſti- 
lent Contagion ; that now *twas his part, who had been an old Soul- + 
dier in theſe ConfliQts, to ſupport and relieve thoſe that were fight. 
ing, and in order thereynto to ſummon together all the Biſhops of his 
Iſland, and to ſend their Synodical Letters to Conſtantinople and elſe- 
where, that both Origex and his Herefie might by name be condemn'd 
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by common conſent ; that he ſhould alſo give notice hereof to the 
biſhops of 1/a»ria, Pamphylia, and the neighbouring Provinces, that 
they allo might do the like. And that the buſineſs might meet with 
no delay, he advis'd him to ſend a ſpecial Meſſenger, one of his Cler- 
gy with the Letters to Conſta»tizople (as he himſelt had ſent the 
Heacs of the Nitriax Monaſteries, with other very conliderable Per. 
ſons on the ſame errand) who might be able to give a latisfaQtory 
account of what had paſyd. Epiphaniys likea good-natur'd man was ea. 
fily drawn into the enzagement, eſpecially being acted by a great Zeal 
againſt Or/geaiſr. Forthwith he ſends T heophilus's Epiſtle with a 
Letter * of his own to his old Friend S. Jerom, telling him in Tri. 
umph, that 4malrch was now utterly deſtroy'd, and the Trophees of 
the Croſs erected upon Mount Reph:idirr, and that as I/rac! overcame 
by Moſes lifting up his hand, ſo' by the endeavours of Theophilns a 
Banner had been ſer up againſt Or/0ex upon the Altar at Al-xandria, 
That done, he nts * all the Biſhops of Cyprus, and ina Syno- 
dical way condemn'd and prohibited the reading of Origex's works, 
An account of all which he ſent ina Letter to Chry/ſoſtom to Conſtan- 
tinople, defiring, that both he himſelf would abſtain from reading 
Orizen's Writings, and that calling a Synod of his Biſhops, he would 
paſs the ſame Decree, as they had done in Cyprus. But Chryſotom 
ſeeing further into the buſineſs than he did, refus'd to meddle in it, 
being nothing mov'd either with his importunity, or the Meſlage he 
had receiv'd trom Al-xaxari.. 

XVI. EPIPHANTUS finding this Aﬀair negletted above, re- 
ſolv'd himſelf, though at that age, to go to Conſtantinople, and foli- 
cit the Cauſe in his own Perſon, no doubt prompted herein and 
ſpurr'd on by Theophilus his inſtigation. So taking with him, a Copy 
of the Synodal Sentence he went Aboard, and ſetting Sayl, he ar- 
riv'd at a place calld Hcbdomon, leven miles from Conſtantinople. Here 
he landed, andentring into a Church, which the late Emperor The- 
odoſins had erefted there, and dedicated to the honour of S. John the 
Baptiſt, he celebrated the Divine Offices ; and this being one of the 
Churches that at the Emprefſes Charge ſtood out againſt the Biſhop, ' 
they complain'd they wanted one to bear part in the publick ſolemn 
Service, ſo he ordain'd a Deacon for them. Nor need- Baroxnins i 
wonder at this, and ſuppoſe the Hiſtorian miſtaken in it, it being no 
more than what Fpiphanins had done heretofore in another man's 
Diocels in Paleſtize, nor 1s it likely the Hiſtorian ſhould be miſtaken 
in a thing of that nature done not full forty years before he wrote ; 
but to put the Caſe paſt all Diſpute, we find Chry/otom objecting it 
to Epiphanins afterwards. This done, he ſet forwards for the City, 
Chryſoſtom hearing of his approach, went out attended with the whole 
body of his Clergy to receive him with all due honour and reſpett, 
and kindly invited him to take up his reſidence with him in the Epil- 
copal Pallace. But he plainly ſhewed hecame with a pre-conceived 
prejudice, for refuſing the civility of the Invitation, he took up his 
Lodgings ina private Houſe, where gathering together what Biſhops 
were then in Town, he ſhewed them what Decrees had been made 
againſt Orizex's works, both in Cyprxs and at Alexandria, but with- 
out exhibiting any material Charge againſt them. Some of the Br- 


{nops out of reverence to the man complyed with his pn” =_ 
ſubſcrib 


- 


The Life of S. Eeie vanius. 


441 _ 


—____——_— 


ſubſcrib'd the Decrees, but the greateſt number refus'd, and among 


them Theotimus the Scythian Biſhop according to the plain manner of 
his Countrey bluntly told him, for my part, Epiphanius, I ſhall not 
take upon me to diſhonour 4 Perſon dead ſo long ſince, and who ayed with 
ſo fair a Reputation for learning and piety, nor ſhall Ipreſume to condemn 
what our Anceſt Irs never rejettea, —_ ſince I know of no ill Doftrine 
in Origen's works. And with that he pluck'd out one of Origer's 
Books, which he read before the Company, and ſhewed to contain 
Expoſitions agreeable to the ſence of the Church. Adding, that 
this was an abſurd and dangerous Courſe, and that they that con- 
demnd theſe Expoſitions, were not aware that they condemn'd rhe 
Subje&s upon which thoſe Books were written. 
XVII. BY all that had been done Chry/ſo/tom was not _= diſcourag'd 
from treating Epiphanius with that reſpect that was due to his age 
and place. He ſtill urg'd i him to come and reſide in his Houſe, and 
that they might not only eat, but pray and ſerve God together. To 
which he return'd this anſwer, That he would neither eat nor pray 
with him, till he had baniſh'd Dzoſcurus and his Party out of the 
City, and had ſubſcribed the Decree againſt Origez's Writings ; 
whereto the other replyed, that it were a piece of unreaſonable raſh- 
neſs and folly to do any thing in this matter, before it had come 
under a publick Debate and Examination. S. Chryſoſtow?s Enemies 
were not to be told what uſe to make of this Difference, for findin 
Epiphanins forward enough, they puſhd him on to all raſh and unad- 
wed attempts, and this among the reſt. There was to be the next 
day a great Aſſembly in the Church dedicated to the Apoſtles ; hi- 
ther they agreed Epiphanius ſhould go, and ſtanding up, ſhould be- 
fore the whole Congregation firſt condemn 0Origen's Writings, next 
Excommunicate D/oſcurus and his Company, and laſtly refle& upon 
Chry/oſtom as ſiding withthem : By which means they did not doubt 
but they ſhould expoſe him to the Cenſure, if not hatred of the Peo- 
le. This Deſign was diſcovered to Chry/o/tom, who the next morn- 
ng juſt as Epiphanius was going into the Church, ſent him this Meſ- 
ſage by Serapion his Deacon,that he had ſtrangely violated the Canons 
of” the Church, firſt in that he had taken upon him to Ordain in 
his Dioceſs, then that by his own Authority without any leave from 
him he had celebrated the Divine Service in his Churches, laſtly 
that being once and again invited, he had refus'd to come at him, 
and ſtill indulg'd himſelf in this Liberty ; that he had beſt therefore 
take heed, leſt raiſing a Tumult and Sedition among the People, the 
danger ſhould finally return upon his own head. The timorous old 
man was ſtartled at the Meſſage, and immediately retir'd, and not 
long after left the City. 
XVIIL. N OR hadhe much better ſucceſs at Court. Tt hapned 
t that the young Prince, Arcadius his Son, lay at this time dangerouſly 
lick ; the Empreſs Erdoxia was infinitely concern'd for him, and ſent 
for Epiphanins (the fame of whoſe Piety and Miracles had filPd all 
places) to deſire him to intercede with Heaven for the Princes Life. 
He told her the Child would recover, if ſhe would but turn off and 
diſcard Dioſeurns and his Heretical Company, The Emprels reply- 
ed, if God pleaſe to take away my Son from me, his Will be done, 
the Lord gave, an tis he that takes —_—_— : And for your ſelf, were 
| you 
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you able to raiſe the dead, your own Arch-deacon ſurely had not dy. 
ed : Meaning Criſþion, one of his Domeſtick Attendants, whom he 
had made his Arch-deacon, and who was lately dead. She perceiv'q 
what it was that ſtuck with him, and therefore advis'd Ammoniy; 
and his Brothers to go and wait upon Epiphanirs. They did fo, and 
when he enquired who they were, Amonins told him, they were 
the Loxgi, that came out of A#gypt, and deſired to know, Whether he 
had —_ any Books, or convers'd with any Diſciples of theirs? He 
anſwered, no ; upon what account then, replyed Ammonizs, haye 
you judgd them to be Hereticks, whoſe Opinion you are a Stranger 
to, and whom you have never Convicted. Epiphanins anſwered, he 
had heard ſo of them. But we, faid Ammonims, take a quite contra. 
ry Courſe ; we have oft met with your Scholars, and have read your 
Books, that eſpecially calPd the Arncorate ; and when many have he. 
ſpattered and call'd you Heretick, we, as became us towards ſo venera- 
ble a Father, have ſtood up for you, and taken your part, and defend. 
ed your Cauſe againſt all Oppoſition. Wherefore neither ought you 
by meer hearſay to have condemn'd the abſent, and charge them with 
things. whereof you had no juſt —_—_— to Convince them. nor 
thus to requite thoſe, who had ſpoken ſo well of you. Thi good 
man. was a little aſham*d with the Rebuke, and afterwards treated 
them with more calmneſs, and then diſmiſt them. Soon after hepre- 
par'd for his return, being either weary of the errand he had under- 
taken, or warn'd by God of his approaching diflolution. 

XIX. THE report went, that at 'parting Chry/ſoftom and he took 
leave of each other, with this odd Farewell, I hope, ſaid he to Chryſo- 
ffom, that you ſhall not dye a Biſhop ; whereto the other replyed, 1 hope 
you will never come ſafe into your own Country. This if ſo, ſhews that as 
wiſe and good men may fall out, and be tranſported by impotent and 
unreaſonable Paſſhons, ſo God ſometimes takes men at their Word, 
whips them with their own Rods, and ſuffers them to reap the Fruits 
of thoſe raſh and ill-adviſed Wiſhes, which a calm and compoſed 
Reaſon would have prevented ; asin this Caſe it came to paſs, Chrj- 
ſoftom dying in Exile, and the other never coming home alive. As 
he was going to take Ship, he turr'd to the Biſhops that waited up- 
on him to the ſhore, 7 leave you ({aid he) tbe City, the Court, and the 
Scene. I am going, for I haſten away, and that apace. The Ship was 
= under Sayl, and carried him out of fight, a fit Monitor of 
that ſudden departure that now attended him, for he dyed on Ship- 
board during the Voyage. Polybius | that pretends to have been his 
Companion 1n this very Voyage, gives us a particular account of his 
laſt hours, and though I cannot recommend this with the ſame aflu- 
rance, I have done the reſt, - yet it containing nothing but: what's pro- 
bable enough, I ſhall briefly ſet it down. Being ſat down in his a- 
partment, he held, as his Cuſtom was, the New Teſtament in his 
hand, and with ſighs and tears opened the Book, and then folded it 
up, and wept y=_ ; then he aroſe and prayed, and after fat down, 
and turning to his two Attendants, J/aac and Polybins, began with 
tears to Diſcourſe to them to this effet. © That if they lov'd him, 
* they ſhould keep his Commandments, and then the love of God 
& ſhould abide in them; they knew through how many AfMiCtions 
* he had paſg'd in his time, which yet he did not think ——_— 
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&« but was always chearful in any thing wherein God was concern'd, 
*« who had never forſaken him, bur delivered him ont of all dangers, 
&« asall things work together for good to them that love God : That 
« the Devil had oft aſſaulted and ſet upon him, —_Y by his A- 
« gents in all places, the Simonians in Phenicia, the Gnoſticks in #- 
« oypt, the Lalentinians and other Hereticks in Cyprus ; that they 
« ſhould do well to hearken to his laſt Councils : Be not covetous, 
« and you ſhall have enough; hate no man, and God will love you, 
« ſpeak not againſt a Brother, and the affection of the Devil ſhall 
« not rule inyou ; deteſt all Herelies, as wild Beaſts full of deadly 
« Poyſon, =: wen} I have given you an account in my Paxarion ; 
«turn away from worldly pleaſure, that's always ready to charm 
« both Body and Soul, you'l tind *ris the way by which Sanz makes 
« his approach, nay, and that many times when no external temp- 
« tation 1s preſent, yet the minds of theunwary entertain themſelves 
« with impure Contemplations; but when the mind 1s kept chaſt 
& and ſober, and has God always within view and proſpett, we ſhall 


« be eaſily able to rout the Enemy. Having dilcours'd to this pur- 


poſe, he commanded the whole Ships company to be call'd, and told 
them, it highly concern'd them all earneſtly to follicite the Divine 
mercy, that God would preſerve and ſave them, for that there would 
be a mighty Storm, but withal, bad them be of good chear, for that 
none of them ſhould be caſt away. After having given ſome private 


' dire&tions to Polybins and I/aac, he ſent for the Seamen, and bad them 


not be troubled at. the Storm, but fly to God, and he would help 
them. At night the Storm began to ariſe, which continued two 
dayes and nights, the next day he prayed, embraced his two Dilci- 
ples, ſaying, God preſerve you, my Sons, for Epiphanins ſhall ſee 
you no more in this World, and with that expir'd, and immediately 
the Tempeſt ceaſt. Being arrivd at S$z/a2/s, the news of his death 
fill'd the whole City and Countrey with an univerſal Lamentarion, 
and flocking to the Shore, vive took his Body out of the Ship, and 
honourably accompanied it to the Church, where it was embalm'd, 
put up, and at length interr'd. He dyed about the latter end of A». 
CCCCII. or rather the beginning of the following year, being of a 


em age. Pohbius ſays | , that the day that he went on ſhip-board ' 5 Yun. cit: 


ing ask'd by the Emperor Arcadivs, howold he was, he told him, 
he was CXV, years old, and three months ; which he thus compu- 
ted, that he was LX. years of age, when he was made Biſhop, and 
that he had been Biſhop LV. years, and three months. But that is 
uncertain, and in part falſe. This only we can ſafely rely on, that 
Ann, CCCXCII. at what time S. Jerom finiſhe his Catalogue, he 


was in an extreme old age ®, and that he fat Biſhop of Salamis = nic. de 
XXXVI. years*, ſo that we cannot ſuppoſe him to have been much PR Epapis 


under an hundred years old at the time of his death. 

XX. THUS died this good man, who came 79 his Gravy 77 a full age, 
like as a ſhock of Corn cometh in his Seaſon. A man in whoſe Soul there 
breath'd a great Zeal for God, and for the intereſts of Catholick rruth, 
He had ſearchr into the Principles, and rifled the intreagues of all anci- 
ent and modern Hereſies, and that filld his mind with a brisk generous 
hatred both of their DoArines and Practiſes, and made him contend 
earne/tly for the Faith thit was once d-livered to the Saints, and vigo- 
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rouſly oppoſe whatever did but intrench upon the confines of it ; as 
was manifeſt in his hearty attempts againſt Origexi/-mz,the defire of ſup. 
preſſing which, put new lite into his old age, and made him willing tg 
comply with any pains or troubles, at a time when his Body was (ok 
ing under the decays of nature. Nor did he by a clamorous Zeal ſeek 
to cover any ill deſigns, his vertue and piety were conſpicuous to the 
World. The greateſt part of his time was ſpent under the exa& 
Laws and Diſcipline of the Monaſtick State, a quite different courle of 
life from what Monachiſmn is 1n theſe latter Ages. And when removed 
to the Epiſcopal Station, he maintained the ſame ſtridtneſs,abſtinence, 
and devotion, inſomuch that his example and encouragement dreyy » 
Aſcetics from all parts, and Cyprus was full of Monaſteries, which the 
Lady Paula viſited with great han and liberally reliev'd when ſhe 
paſs*d that way into the Holy Land. But among all his vertues none 
more eminent than his charity. He kept, in effect, an open houſe, 


. and took care of all that needed, and as the place * where he liv'd, 
- beſides ordinary poor preſented him with frequent objetts ruin'd by 


Shiprack and loſſes at Sea, fo his Doors and his Purſe were ſhut to 
none, He had long ſince expended his own Eſtate upon charitable 
uſes, and he now as freely diſperſt the Revenues of his Church, 
which indeed had a confiderable ſtock. For Perſons from all parts 
ſent in vaſt ſumms of Money to him as to a common Treaſurer, and 
at their death bequeathed great Legacies and Endowments, being 
confident that he would diſpoſe of them according to their pious in- 
tentions and deſigns. And ſo he did with a very liberal hand, till his 
ſtock failing, Heaven became his immediate Pay maſter. His Steward 
one day finding his bank run low, told him of it with ſome reſent- 
ment, challenging him with an over-profuſe Liberality. Which 
notwithſtanding, he remitted nothing - of his accuſtomed Charity, 
And when all was gone, a Stranger came ſuddenly into the St&wards 


' Lodging, and delivered into his hand a large bag of Gold, none know- 
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ing who he was, or whence he came. This free and beneficent tem- 
per made his Charity ſometimes liable to be abus'd, the bad effe& 
of a good Cauſe, The ſtory being known of two beggars that 
agreed to put a trick upon him, the one feigning himſelf dead, the 
other ſtanding by paſſionately bewaiPd the loſs of his Fellow, and 
begg'd of Epiphanins, who paſs'd that way, a Charity to provide ne- 
ceſſaries for his Funeral. Epiphanius gave it, and went on, and 
when the beggar jogg*d his Fellow to rife and make merry with what 
they had got, the man was dead in good earneſt. To leſſon men to 
beware how they mock God, and ſport with life and death. Eps- 
phanims in the mean time was lov'd and admir' by all, his very Ene- 
mies ? holding him in ſuch Veneration, that in the hotteſt o all the 
Arian Perſecutions under YValexs he liv'd ſecure and undifturb'd at 
home, the worſt of Hereticks then in power thinking it would fix an 
indelible reproach and infamy upon their Cauſe, to perſecute ſo great 
and good a man. 

XXI. HIS Learning was not contemptible in reſpe& either of 
prophane or ſacred Writers, eſpecially he had travers'd the paths of 
Ecclefiaſtick Learing. He had ſome competent Skill in all the moſt 
uſetul Languages 4, eſpecially the Hebrew, Syriac, Afigyptick, Greek 
and Latine;thence ſtyPd by S.Jerom mylaxaurlG.,though a _ » the 

aſtern 
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E1//:71 Tongues went a great way in thoſe dayes. The truth is, 
his learning was much more conſiderable than his judgment, and his 
reading more diffuſe, than his reaſonings acute and nervous. Some- 
times (as Photins * obſerves) he attempts an Adverſary with ſome + c,4.cxx1t. 
ſmartneſs, but for the moſt part his diſcourſes are weak and flat. col. 394- 
But his greateſt fault was his roo much Credulity, generally taking 

his Accounts of things upon truſt, ſuffering himſelt to be impos'd 

upon by thoſe Narratives which the ſeveral parties had publiſht of 

the Proceedings either of their own, or their Adverſaries fide, with- 

out due ſearch and Examination, which run him upon infinite mi- 

ſtakes, inconliſtences, and confuſions, as is notorioully evident (to 

name no other) in his Relations concerning the Arias, and the ſe- 

veral under-branches of that Stock. His Style is mean and inſipid, 

and approaches not the borders of Eloquence, it being the Chara- 

Qer, which his good Friend S. Jerom long fince gave of his Writings, 
that learned men read them for the matter and ſubſtance, and = 
ſimple =_y for the ſake of the ſtyle. The chiefeſt of his Books now 
extant is his Panarion, or work againſt Hereſies, wherein beſides the 
main deſign, he has preſerv'd many conſiderable fragments of anci- 
ent Eccleliaſtick Authors, no where elſe to be found, and no ſmall 
part of the Hiitory of the Church lies in that Book. The whole 
delign is divided into two Periods, that before, and that ſince the 
coming of Chriſt. The work it ſelf digeſted into three Books. The 
firſt contains three Tomes (as he calls them) or Seions ; the firſt 
comprehending XX. Hereſfies, the ſecond XIII. and the thirdas many. 
The ſecond Book compriſes-two Tomes, in the firſt XVIIL in the ſe- 
cond V, Hereſies are treated of, The third Book conſiſts likewiſe of 
two Tomes ; the firſt has VII, Hereſies, and the ſecond IV. In all 
LXXX. concluding with the Maſſalians, who ſtart up in the time of 
Conſtantius. In compiling this excellent and uſeful work he had no 
ſmall aſſiſtance from ſome of the Ancients, who in this kind had gone 
before him, Juſtin Martyr, Ireneus, Hippolytus, and ſome others, 
whoſe diſcourſes and relations he improved and enlarged, and intirely 
added the account of thoſe Hereſies that aroſe in his own time, the 
moſt ative and bulie age of the Church. 


His W xriTiNGSs. 


Genuine. 


Panarium, five adverſus Hereſes LXXMX. 
Ancoratus, ſeu de fide Sermo. | 
Anacephaleofis, few Panarij Epitome. 

De Penderibus & menſuris Liber. 

Epiſtola ad Joannem Hieroſolymitanum. Lat. 
Ad Hieronymum Epiſtols brevis. Lat. 


Suppolititious, 


Phyſiologus. 
De wita & interitu# prophetarums. 
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De duodecim gemmis in wveſte Aaronis. 
Ejuſdem Libri Epitome, 


CI. In Feſtum Palmarum. 

Il. Iz Chriſti Sepultura. 

| INI. In Chriſti Reſurrettionem. 
Orationes VIII.{ IV. I» Chriſte Aſſumptionem. 

V. De laudibus B. Marie Virginis. 
VI. In Feſto Palmarum. 

VIL De Naumerorum myſteriis, 
VIII DeChriſti Reſurrettione, 


C 


Not extant. 


De Lapidibus. 


S. Hilarionis encomimnn. 


Epiſtole plures. 


The End of S. Epiphanius's Life. 
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feſfions, the one a Pagan, the other a Chriſtian, the one the Maſter, 


—— 


The greatneſs of the City of Antioch, the place of his Nativity, His 
Parents. The ſingular wvertues of his Mother. , His Siſter, His 
Education under Libaniuss His pleading Cauſes. Under what Ma. 
ſters he ſtudied Theology. His recovery of Theodorus to an Acetic 
Life. His dear and intimate Friendſhip with Baſil. Baſil who. T beir 
Joynt-reſolution for a Monaſt ick courſe. The elegant and paſſionate diſ. 
fadbive of his Mother from engaging in that ſtate of Life. His de. 
clining a Biſhoprick, and cheating Baſil into that Office. The occaſion 
of his Books de Sacerdotio. His retirement into the Wilderneſs, in. 
ployment, and time of ſtay there. His entring upon the Order of Rea. 
der. Made Deacon. The Books he wrote in that Station. Ordain'4 
Presbyter. His firſt Sermon on that occaſion. The care of preaching 
committed to him. The troubles at Antioch, whence. Pulling down 
and diſoracing the Imperial Statues. Revenge reſolv'd on 'at Court, 
Commiſſioners ſent thence about it. The iſorabl conſternation, and 
ſad face of things at Antioch. Chryſoſtom's Sermons ad Populum 
Antiochenum. Flavian zheir Biſhop prevailed with to undertake ay 
: Embaſſy to Court. Libanjus ſent by the Gentile-part of the City, 
His Oration to Theodoſius, The Adtivity of the Monks at Antioch, 
and their ſupplications to the Magiſtrates and Commiſſioners. The 
humble addreſs and expoſtulation of Macedonius. 1he Commiſſioners 
rigorouſly execute their Orders, Chryloſtom*s melancholy wiſitation 
and ſurvey of the City at that time. t lavian's arrival at Cowt. The 
Emperors expoſtulation with him. His eloquent and pathettcal di. 
courſe to the Emperor, Pardon obtain'd for the City. Theodoſius 
his great tenderneſs and concernment for them, Flavian's joyful wel- 
' come home, The death of Paulinus the: old Biſhop. Flavian's pru- 
dent carriage, A period put to the long ſchiſm in that Church. 


I SST IOC H, ſeated upon the River Orontes, was 
Wea ANA the Metropolis of Syria, and the Capital City of 
the Eft, that is, of the Eaſter» Diocels. - For 
|| the Oriental part ofthe Roman Empire conliiting 

of ſeven ovoſes, five of them were under the ju- 

riſdiction of the Pretoria Prefet# of the Eft, 
oy whereof the Dioceſs of the Eaſt (ftrialy and 
properly ſo called, comprehending Syria and the neighbouring Coun- 
tries) was chief, and Aztioch the prime City of it, and the ordina- 
ry reſidence of the Imperial Lieutenant, and very often of the Em- 
perors themſelves ; upon which account *tis ſtyP'd by an ancient Geo- 
grapher * ava Badia the Royal or Imperial City. Foſephus* with- 
out any ſcruple makes it the third City for greatneſs, pleaſure, and 
plenty in the whole Roman World, intending I ſuppoſe by the other 
two, Rome and Alexandria : And when Geta divided the Roman Go- 
vernment with: his Brother Aztonine, he pitcht either upon Antioch 
© or Alexandria for the ſeat of his Empire, looking upon them as Ci- 
ties not much inferior in greatneſs to Rome it ſelf. Indeed "twas 4 
place large and populous, ſplendid and magnificent, rich and pleaſant, 
renowned for its Profeſſors both of Learning and Religion. But 
enqugh has been ſaid in its Commendation, and that in ſet Diſcour- 
ſes, by two of the greateſt Orators of that time in their ſeveral Pro- 
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the other the Scholar, and both natives of this place, Libaniww #1 i, ,- 
mean, the ſtandard of Eloquence in thoſe dayes, and he whole o:4icus 46. 
Life we now attempt to. write, S. J-h.z *, who from the fluency and {* 7-332: . 
ſweernels of his eloquence deriv'd the ſurname of Chry/o/tom, who 1. 4,424 
was born here about the year CCCLIV. it we may rely upon the ac- #0#-.17. a4 
count of his age at the time of his death, generally agreed to be 7 7: 
ſomewhat more, than two and hfty years. I confeſs there are fome 
Circumſtances of his Life, that tempt me to think him born ſome 

years before. But the thing not being warranted by any expreſs Au- 

thorities of rhe Ancients, I ſhall not rake upon me to controul the 

common account. Deſcended © he was of Parents conſiderable for * 74:4. nit 
their Birth and Quality. His Father S:c-»dys was a Perſon of prime _—_— _ 
note and dignity, a great Officer and chief Commander of the Ar- . = $5-2.6, 
my in $»ria, bur dyed ic ſeems ſoon after Chrr///tom was- born, as 6 3+ þ ZOle 
appears, in that when he attended f the School of his Geatile Maſter, ay as os 
perhaps Libazius (at what time he could be very little turg'd of *75!. cm 
twenty) his Mother had been twenty years a Widow. Nay, the © © 
her ſelf puts it our of all queſtion, expreſly affirming it to have been ©5000 
fo, in the diſcourſe which ſhe had with her Son, of which after- 

wards. Her name was $:c:24z, the Daughter of an honourable [a- 

mily in the City, a woman prudent, grave, chaſt and pious; left a 

Widow at twenty years of age, and fo [he continued, to the great 

honour of her Sex, and of her Religion too, even in the jud:ment of 

the wiſer Gertil:zs of that place. Beſides him, they had one only ar/yo ws 
Daughter, a good Woman, bur not over happily married : And had ""** = 5*" 


ORE T | 


not Paladins told us, that ſhe was the eldeſt, 1 ſhould have guels'd ,.; & >: 
from Chry/oſtom's own words, that they had been Twins and had 7:s <7 #- 
come into the World at the fame Birth. TD 
Il, HAVING paſt through the uſeleſs and-unaQtive ſtage of in- 7-4 y. 944 
fancy, together with che exerciſes of his reaſon there were diſco- 
vered in him great appearances 8 of very pregnant parts, which his « »47:4. ut; 
tender Mother took care ſhould be cultivated with. all due improve- ſr. 
ments of Education. Accordingly as years made him capable, he 
was committed to Maſters in all Arts and Faculties; Nature it ſeems 
had more particularly form'd him to the Study of Oratory, and to 
thatend he put himſelf under the conduct of Libaxivs b ,the celebrated » $9r. & 5ox. 
Profeſſor of eloquence at Antioch, as he ſtudied Philoſophy under '%: cit. 
Andrazathins, Libanins quickly found he had a mighty yenins for 
that faculty, and ſeem'd born to be an Orator, and therefore parti- 
cularly delighted in him, and held him in that eſteem, that when 
upon his death-bed * his Friends askt him who ſhould ſucceed him « $5:3m. 7b;4. 
in his School, John (faid he) 'h1d not the Chriſtians ſtollea him from us. 
Afrer this, we are told « , he went to Athens (which indeed wasthe , 
pm j is Il AY. 
faſhionable mode and courſe of ſtudy in thoſe times) what vaſt pro- «e. cy.c.q. 
ficiencies he made there, how far he out-ſtript the moſt accompliſht #- 151- ext. 
Scholars of that place, what miſchicts envy and malice conjured up ; dy 
againſt him, how he came off in triumph, to the conviftion, and $45.44 7an.z 
converſion, not of others only, but of his fierceſt Enemies, to the 
Chriſtian Faich. Bur this being ſupported by, no Authority ancien- 
ter than that of Georee Patriarch of Alexanaria, I can give my Re1- 
der no encouragement ro rely upon ir. In the School of Libazizs he 
continued a cloſe Student for ſome time, till being fully prepar'd 
M m nm and 


S + _ 


” 


4.50 The Life of S. CyrvSOSTOM. 


and furniſht out, he entred upon the praQtick part of Oratory, and 
| cz. d: ſz» for ſome little time ſerv'd the Foram ', and pleaded Cauſes. Ang 
_— 1.-:4, now it was, (if at all) that he made that eloquent Orarion in praiſe 
$0:r. # $:3- of rhe Emperor and his two Colleague ſons (ſuppos'd by Barexins 
bi/pr. i, = to be the elder //alentinian, and his Sons Grarian and Valentinian 
282.74 fo-much extoll'd and cryed up by Libanius, and all that heard or 
p-476. read it, as hetells him in a Letter » written to him upon this oc. 
_—_—_— cafion. But a learned man * not improbably conjectures the TJohy 
42. p. 115. mentioned by Ltibanins to have been another Perſon, an Advocate 
*/ 24-4297: who then lived at Conſtantinople, and that he made that Panegyrick - 
r. 5s. to 7 heodoſins at what time he aſſumed his Sons into a Partnerihip of 
the Empire. However that be, he ſoon grew weary of this courſe 
of life, as not agreeing with the ſtriftneſs and ſeverity of his tem- 
per, he retired therefore to read the holy Scriptures, and gave him. 
iclf to the Study of Theology, not a little encouraged herein by 
the Example of Ezagrizs, his Towns-man and School fellow, who 
had ſometime ſince betaken himſelf ro this way of Life. The Ma. 
ſters, to whoſe precepts and inſtruftions he ſubmitted himſelf, were 
Carterins and Djodorns, PrefeQts of the famous Monaſteries 1n the <yh. 
urbs of Antioch. This Diodorns was afterwards made Biſhop of ! ar. 
ſas, a man of ſenceand learning, he wrote ſeveral Commentaries 
upon the Scripture, wherein he | rs. kept himſelf to the Let- 
ter, diſcharging the myſtical and allegorical ſence. And from him 


no doubt Chrz/oſtom: deriv'd his excellent Vein (fo peculiar to him 
above moſt of the Ancient Fathers) of explaining —_— in the 
c 


literal and Hiſtorical way. Nor was he content himſelf to enjoy 
the benefit of ſuch admirable Tutors, but by his influence and per- 
ſwahon prevailed with ſome of his fellow Students in Libazinss 
School to come over to them, eſpecially Maximns, afterwards Biſhop 
rid. S5;. i, Of Sclencia in Tſauria, and Theodorus ? , a man exquilitely learned and 
be 757 eloquent, but who after a ſtridt profeſſion of the Aſcetic way, re- 
turned back to the Secular Life, and defigned to marry, Which Chry- 
/»ftom no ſooner heard of, but he purſued him with two ſet Dil- 
\ 417%, Courſes 1 , wherein he plyed him with ſuch powerful Reaſons and 
11n/.yze:-\, Pathetical Infinuations, that he ſoon broke the meaſures he had ta- 
W.:zt. Ton.q. ken, and reduc'd him to his former ſtate of Life, wherein he con- 
tinued, till he was advanc'd to the Biſhoprick of Mopſueſti2 in Ct 

licta. 
Ill. BUT among all Chry/tow's acquaintance, none was ſodear 
* id p.2-2, 28d familiar to him as Baſil, ſuppos'd by Socrates * , and thoſe who 
"follow him, to have been the great S. Baſi/ of Ceſarea, by Photins 
Pt. Cf. £ and others, the Baſi/ that was Biſhop of Seleucia, but * arhaps nei- 
Ex1vi't ther the one nor the other, the firſt being almoſt impoſſible, the 
2 latter highly improbable, and therefore muſt be a third perſon be- 
tween both. Between him and this Baſi/, whoever he was, there 
«chr de fg. 98 AD intire league of Friendſhip, founded * upon a more than or- 
4 1.61, dinary conformity of tempers, manners, ſtudies, and education un- 
þ. 1s der the fame Maſters, and in the ſame paths of learning. They had 
now paſt through the whole circle of the Sciences, and were deli- 
berating what courſe of life were beſt to ſteer, both of them inclt- 
ning to the Monaſtick courſe. Baſi/, who had little to ſtake him 
down tothe World, quickly conquered all difficulties. But Chrſofen: 
a 
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had an Eſtate, and external Afﬀairs had taken ſome hold of him, and 
he could not eaſily, and on a ſudden break looſe. And in this per- 
plexd and wavering condition he continued till Baſi/, by his daily 
- arguments and follicitations had baffled all ObjeQions, and fixt his 
Reſolutions, and now 'twas concluded, that they ſhould quit their 
preſent ſtations, and immediately retire to ſpend their lives together 
in ſome ſolitary place. Bur this Reſolution was nor fo cloſely car- 
ried, but Chry/oſtow's Mother * ſmelt it out. The good Woman 
unwilling to be depriv*d of the company and aſſiſtance of ſuch a Son, 
was ſtrangely ſtartled at it, and taking him one day by the hand, led 
him into her own apartment, where ſettiny him down by her upon 
that = bed, whereon ſhe had brought him forth, that what ſhe 
had to ſay might make the more ſenlible impreſſion, ſhe 'burſt out 
into ſome paſſion, and with tears in her eyes began to diſcourſe to 
him in this manner. * Son, ſaid ſhe, it was but. a little time (ſo 
« God was pleaſed to order it) that I had the happineſs to enjo 
© the vertuous and excellent converſation of your Father, whoſe 
« death ſoon followed thoſe pains I endured at. your birth, and the 
« ſame unſeaſonable ſtroke made you an Orphan, and me a Widow, 
« and brought upon me thoſe troubles and miſeries of a Widowed 
« ſtate, which none can rightly underſtand, but they who feel them. 
« For no Language can ſufficiently repreſent what diſturbances and 
« inquietudes neceſſarily attend a young Woman, newly taken from 
« under her Fathers roof, wholly unexperienc'd in the management 
« of Aﬀairs, and thrown into the midit of griefs and ſorrows, too bi 
« to be born either by her ſtrength, ſex, or years. Forc'd ſhe mal 
© be to contend with, and correct the lazineſs, and to watch the 
« miſcarriages of Servants, to countermine and prevent the treache- 
«© rous Councils and Deſigns of Relations, to bear with the clamo- 
© rous importunity, rude 1ncivilities, and cruel uſages of ColleQors 
«2nd Officers : Her Husband dies, and leaves a Child ; if it be a 
* Daughter, it creates the Mother no litrle care, though withal her 
© education at home is both leſs expenſive and dangerous ; but if a 
«con, it fills her with a thouſand cares and fears every day, not to 
© fpeak of the Charges ſhe muſt be at, that intends kim a liberal 
« Education. And yet none of theſe conſiderations have once pre- 
*yail'd with me to alter my Condition, and bring a ſecond Huſ- 
* band into your Fathers Houſe : I have been content to be toſs'd in 
*the Storm and Tempeſt, and being aſſiſted by a Power from a- 
& hove, have not declined the hardſhips of this Iron-furnace ; it not 
© being the leaſt ſupport to me amidſt all theſe Sufferings, that 1 
* could daily behold your Face, and thereby had continually before 
« my eyes the lively Image, the perfe&t charaQter and reſemblance of 
«* your deceaſed Father. "Twas this, that while you were yet a ten- 
« der Infant, and before you could ſpeak (at what time Parents take 
©* the greateſt pleaſure in their Children) made mie look upon you 
* with a perpetual fatisfaQtion and delight. Nor can you lay it to 
* my charge, that though I have generouſly born up under the 
* cares of Widowhood, yet to relieve the neceſſities of that ſtate I 
* have waſted your paternal Inheritance (which yet I know in ſe- 
*veral inſtances has been the hard fate: and cale of Orplians) no, 
*I have preſerv'd it untouch'd andintire; and yet have not ſpared 
Mmme2 « any 
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& any coſt, to give you ſuch an Education, as might raiſe you toa 
< juft eſteem and reputation in the World ; the Charges whereof ] 
&« have defrayed out of my own Eſtate, and which I brought with 
| © me as my proper Portion. Think not I ſay this to upbraid you, 
* the only kind requital I ask for all I have done, is, that you would 
*© not involve me 1n a ſecond Widowhood, nor revive my buried 
* grief; ſtay but till Iam gone, 'tis like it will not be long, For 
<* thoſe that are young, there's ſome hope, they may arrive at anold 
« age; but for us that are already in years, nothing remains but a 
* continual expeQation of death. When therefore you have com- 
« mitted me to the ground, and laid mine beſides your Fathers bones, 
&« then Travel whither you pleaſe, and croſs what Seas you have a 
« mind to, there will be none to hinder you. But while I live, be 
* content that one Houſe ſhould hold us ; don't ſo far provoke God 
© again{t you, as thus miſerably to afflict a Mother, that has not 
& deſerv'd it at your hands. 1f you think you have this againſt me, 
« that I have put you upon Secular Afﬀairs, and forc'd you to look 
* after your own concerns ; regard not the Laws of Nature, let not 
« education, converſe, or any thing elle {way with you, but account 
«* measan Enemy, and an underminer of your happineſs. But if it 
* ſhall appear, rhat I have ſo traniatted all Afﬀairs, as that you in 
« the mean time may enjoy the moſt eafie and undiſturb'd courſe of 
« life, though there were nothing elſe, let this prevail with you to 
« ſtay with me. For although you may pretend there are a thou. 
* {and love your Company, yet there can be none that can ſo much 
© miniſter to your eaſe and freedom, nor can there be any, towhom 
* your Credit and Reputation can be equally dear, as it is to me, 
IV. THIS and much more to the ſame purpoſe the indulgent 
” bid.c. 3 Mother ” lay'd before him, with all which he failed not immedately 
Pp 5-&. toacquaint his Friend, who was fo far from yielding that he ſhould 
acquieſce in thoſe Counſels, that he preft him ſo much the moreto 
adhere to his former Reſolutions. They ſpent ſome time in theſe 
debates, the one importuning, the other ſuſpending his Conſent, 
when on a ſudden a rumour was ſpread abroad, that they were both 
to be made Biſhops. Chry/oſtom was ſtrangely farquized at the re- 
port, and equally divided between fear and admiration ; afraid he 
was le{t the rumour ſhould be ſo far true, as that the ſacred FunCti- 
on ſhould be forc'd upon him ; but wondered withal, how ſuch a 
deſign ſhould be taken up by any, eſpecially conſidering his own un- 
worthineſs and unſitneſs for it. (I might add, conſidering alſo the 
incompetency of his years for ſo grave and ſolemn an Office : For 
according to the commonly-receiv*d account of his age he could not 
at this time be much more than twenty one years old.) He was en- 
tertaining himſelf with theſe refleftions, when in comes Baſi/, who 
{ſuppoſing him ignorant of what was talk'd abroad, took him private- 
ly alide and told him the whole matter, deſiring, that as alwayes 
hitherto, ſo now they might ſteer the ſame Courſe, proteſting he 
was moſt ready to follow his Condu&, either in declining, or ac- 
cepting the propoſal. Chryſo/foms reſolv*d not to engage in that weigh- 
ty Office, but being unwilling that his refuſal ſhould deprive the 
Church of the others excellent aſſiſtance, for once conceald his 1n- 
tentions from him, putting him off with a general anſwer, om 
tnere 
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there was time enough to conſult, and no need to come to a pre- 
ſeat concluſion in this matter, but withal giving him ſome ground 
to believe, that if the buſineſs ſhould go on, he would go the ſame 
way with him. The day for their Conſecration being come, B.// 
ſuppoſing his Colleague would be there, or, as ſome would perſwade 
him, that he had been before him, was taken hold of, and the ho- 
ly hands laid upon him. The Solemnity being over, and Chr;/+/to: 
never appearing, his firſt buſineſs was to -find Rim out, which hay- 
ing done, with a look divided betwixt grief and anger, he fat down 
by him, but was not preleggly able to vent his mind. Chry/otom per- 
ceiv'd his pafſion too hard for him, but ſmiled upon him, and tak- 
ing him by the hand, offered to kiſs it, thanking God, that he had 
ſo.ſucceſsfully accompliſh'd his defires. Buſi/ at length maſtering 
the diſcompoſure of his thoughts, fell into a long harangue, where- 
in he expoſtulated with him for his unfaithfulneſs and unkindneſfs, 
and that though he had had no regard to the Laws of Friendſhip, 
yet he ſhould have had ſome tenderneſs for his own Reputation, 
which by this means he had expoſed tothe cenſures of every Com- 

ny, that he could go no where, but it was caſt as a reproach upon 
im, and that now 1n a time of moſt need he had drawn back his 
hand, and cur off the aids of their mutual aſſiſtance. Chry/oforr re- 

lyed, he had done nothing but what was juſtifiable, he had deceiv'd 
bon "ris true, but for his own advantage, and much more for the 
good of the Church, and in ſuch caſes he ſhewed from ſeveral in- 
coy *twas not unlawful by little Arts to over-reach another. 
After ſome conteſt in theſe light Skirmiſhes, they next enter into- 
the merits of rhe Cauſe, and diſcourſe at large concerning the na- 
ture and neceſſity,” the burden and difficulty, the danger and the re- 
ward of the Paſtoral and Epiſcopal Office, the qualification and de- 
meanour of the Perſons, and the great charity of the undertaking. 
All which afterwards in the time of his receſs he drew up into thoſe 
ſix excellent Books de Sacerdotio, extant at this day. 

V. HE was now at liberty, and away he goes to the neighbour- 
ing Mountains * , which were full of Monaſteries, where he fell in- 
to converſe with an aged Hermit of that Countrey, whoſe ſtritneſs 
and abſtinehce he ſet before him, inuring himſelf to ſtudy and 
hardſhip. Four years he continued in his Company, when he be- 
took himſelf to a more falitary part, where he dwelt alone, and 
ſhutting himſelf up in his Cell, allow'd himſelf little or no reſt, not 

oing to Bed, nor ſo much as lying upon the ground day or night 
or two years together, perpetually intent upon his Devotions, and 
the ſtudy of the holy Scriptures : Till finding all irregular appetites 
wholly ſubdued, and through his continual ſtanding, watching, and 
abſtinence, infirmities growing faſt upon him, and no body near at 
hand to give him any aſſiſtance, he came back to A»tioch. Where 
he was ordain'd ? Reader of that Church by Zezo (who return'd 
that way from Jeruſalem) Meletins Biſhop of Antioch being at that 
time probably from home, or elſe deputing Zo to that ſervice ; 
this Palladizs * expreſly ſays, *twas done before Chryſoftow's retire- 
ment into the Wilderneſs, and that for three years before that he 
had remained in Me/etius's Family, who being taken with the quick- 


neſs of his parts, and the honeſty. of his temper, had perfeCtly in- 
ſtruted 
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ſtructed him in the Faith, and firſt baptiz'd, and then ordain'd kink 


About the beginning of the year CCCLXXXI. if not the year be. 
fore, Meletins, ſome time betore his going to the =_ at Conſtanti. 
zople, made him Deacon, after whole death (for he dyed that 
year) the Church of Antioch was again miſerably diſtrated by the 
pretenſions of Paulinus and Flavianus to that See. Chryſeſfom thought 
it his prudence to ſide with neither, but purſued his Studies with 
unwearied diligence, compoling at this time ſeveral uſeful and excel- 
lent diſcourſes, his Books ag azſt the Jews, that 1g ainſt the Gentiles, 
and the five againſt the Anomean Hereticks, beſides thoſe de Sacerdy. 
tio (which he had begun, if not perteted, during his retirement in 
the Mountains) and a vindication of providence in three Books, 
written to his dear Friend, S:ag7r:/#5, a Monk, who laboured under 
a deep-rooted ——— and conteſted with the fierce and fre. 
quent aſſaults and conflicts of the Devil ; and fome others. Fiye 
2 years he ſerved in the Diaconate, when having given a ſufficient 
Teſtimony of his great abilities, and excellent life , F/aviazws ( for 
ſurely Socrates miltakes, when he ſays it was Euagrins) promoted 
him, though not without great relatancy on his part, to the order 
of Presbyter. And the firſt Sermon * he preacht was on that occaſj- 
on, the Biſhzp himſelf being preſent, where in a very elegant diſ. 
courſe he declaims againſt the untitneſs of the Choice, and wonders 
that in ſo great and eminent a City the burden of ſuch a work ſhayjd 
be devoly*d upon ſuch young feeble Shoulders, begging however 
that they would own what was done, and aſſiſt him by their pray- 
ers to Heaven, that he might be able to go through with it, and 
to acquit himſelf of the truſt, thar God had committed to his 
Charge, at the great day of accounts, And indeed the People were 
ſo charm'd with his eloquent Sermons, that the Biſhop for the moſt 
part committed that Province to him, who manag'd it with equal 
modeſty and diligence, and to the no leſs content and fatisfaQtion of 
his Auditors. = | 
VI. ANN. CCCLXXXVII, as ſome will have it, but more truly 
the following year (for he entred upon the: Empire Janmary the 
XVIth, CCCLXXIX.) the Emperor T heodoſius prepar'd to celebrate 
his Decennalia, as alſo the Zninguennalia of his Son Arradius. But 
his Coffers were low, ſufficiently drain'd by his late Wars, not to 
mention the expedition he had now in hand. To ſupply theſe Char- 
ges new wayes muſt be thought of, and an extraordinary Tax. « 1s 
agreed to be levied. The Warrant for which, coming to Art/och, 
was executed with great rigour and ſeverity, thoſe that refuſed 
payment, being ſome of them thrown into Priſon, others put to the 
torture, and ſome hang'd up. The Aſſeſsment it ſelf gave no ſmall 
diſcontent, but more the manner of its Execution, and the People 
of Aztioch being naturally of a turbulent and unquiet remper, things 
tended apace to an open tumult. The night before it broke our, a 
Spetrum (they ſay) in the ſhape of a Woman, of an immenſe big- 
neſs, and a terrible aſpe& was ſeen flying up and down with a ſwift 
motion through the ſtreets of the City, laſhing the air with a whip 
that made a dreadful noiſe. The next day the People gathering to- 
gether, the Boyes began the rout, then the youth, and laſt of all the 


CY 


budy of the People came in, who inflam'd and encourag'd one _ 
ther 


ther to that height, that caſting off all reverence to Law and Go- 
vernment, they pulP'd down the brazen Statues of the Emperor, and 
his Lady Placcilla dead ſome time before, together with thoſe of his 
Father and Mother, and the two young Princes, Arcadins and Ho- 
norius, and tying Ropes to their feet, dragg'd them ſome broken, ſome 
whole, in contempt up and down the Streets, and treated them with 
that infolent rudeneſs ,and thoſe bitter Sarcaſms an:{ RefleAions, that are 
incident to all popular commotions, but more peculiar to the gexius 
and temper of that City. News hereof was ſoon carried to Court, 
whereat Th:oaofius ſtorm'd, and vow'd revenge, that he would take 
away their Charter, abrogate their Priviledzes, and beſtow the Me- 
tropolitan honour upon Lo4icea their neighbour rival-City, that he 
would fire their Town, and reduce it to a petty Village, and by 
exemplary puniſhment upon the Citizens make them for ever trem- 
ble ro think of the like attempts. And that they might ſee he was 
in good earneſt, he appointed Eltbichys Maſter of the Horſe, and 
Ce{arius Eontrouler of the Pallace to go Commiſſioners to inquire 
into the Fa&t, and to proceed according to Law and Juſtice; and to 
take ſufficient Forces along with them, to put their Orders into 
execution, 
VI. SAD #4 in the mean time was the face of things at Aztioch. 
The Riot being over, and their rage cooling, they began to conſi- 
der what they Rad done, and apprehending the agg mg of Ma- 
jeſty ſo deſperately provok'd, nothing but flight and fear, amaze- 
ment and conſternation filPd every corner. Thoſe that conveniently 
could, fled the City, thoſe that were taken, were hurried to Pri- 
ſon, the greateſt part kept their Houſes and durſt not ftirr abr, 
and only by whiſpers dar'd to enquire of one another who was 
caught, or who had been puniſh'd that day ? The Forum that a lit- 
tle before was ſo throng'd and crowded, was now naked and empty, 
one or two perhaps ſeen run creeping or skulking over it, and that 
with a dejeCted or a frightful look. Thoſe that ftaid lived Ca'z's 
life, full of fear and trembling, hourly expeCting when an Army 
ſhould arrive to lay waſt the City, confiſcate their Eſtates, and take 
away their Lives. The —_ of death, and the moſt barbarous 
cruelty were perpetually before their eyes, flight, impriſonment, 
violence, beating, were familiar objects, and worſe was yet behind, 
and what was worſe than meer dying, the dreadful apprehenſion 
and expeQation of it. In this fad and doleful junQture of Atairs, 
Chryſoſtom behaved himſz!f with a truly generous and Chriſtian Re- 
ſolution. A week being now paſt, and mens minds ſomewhat more 
compos'd and ſettled, he ſummoned his Auditory into the 0/4 Charch, 
and it being now the Le»t-ſeaſon preach'd to them every day, per- 
Iwading them to a more than ordinary Repentance, and endeavour- 
ing to ſupport their minds under that black and diſmal Storm that 
hung over their heads. And now it was that he preach'd thoſe XXT. 
famous Hoilies, ſtyled & Tis AvSeaylas, or, concerning the Statues, 
to the People of Antioch, all which, two or three excepted, were pe- 
culiarly preacht upon this occaſion. The truth is, the unhappy 
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Circumſtances they were under had this good effe& ©, that it ſtar- « y;4. non. 


tled all forts of men into ſober thoughts, retrencht vice and lewd- 
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neſs, and made men more fervent and ſerious in religious duties. þ, 1g. 
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Many who had never bzen within the Church doors, but ſpent their 
whole time at the Theartcr, now fled to the Church, as a common 
Sanftuary, and there ſtay'd trom morning till night. You could 

DR» ſcarce hear any thing but weeping and mourning, prayers and tears, 

14% 99% And peculiar L-tra' s © were fram'd on purpoſe, and Hymns of La- 

p. 741. mentation to fyllicite Heaven, that God would diſpoſe the heart of 
the Emperor to clemency and compaſſion rowards them. 

VII. NOR did they think it enough to Faſt and petition Hea- 
ven, bat that *twas neceſſary alſo that an humble Addreſs ſhould be 
made at Court, if poTible, ro appeaſe the Emperor : And nune fy 
fit for {ſuch an Errand, an Embaſly of Peace and Mercy, as their Bj- 
ſhop F/1titzwr. The good man wanted not arguments 2 to plead for 
his excuſe, *rwas an unwe'!come Errand, himſelf greatly in years, and 
under many Infirmities, *twas a long way, anda Wainters-journey, 
the holy time of E:/t-r drawing on that would require Ins Preſence, 
and his only Siſter at this time lying at the point of death. But the 
publick Welfare conquer'd all private Conſiderations, and without 
delay he put himſelf upon his Journey, and was now got half-way ', 
when he met the Judges that were coming from the Emperor. From 
them he underſtood how highly the matter was reſented at Court, 
and what ſevere things they had in Charge againit the City. The 
news whereof almoſt broke the good man's heart, and melted him 
into tears, and it added no little accent to his ſorrow, that all this 
was like to befal it, while he was abſent from them. His griet whet. 
ted his devotions, and he ſpent whole nights in prayer, that God 
__ would ſpare the City, ſoften the Emperor's ſpirit, and let him ſee 
—_ oe happy ſucceſs of his undertaking. I know 2g ms * reports, 

that Libanins the Sophiſt, and Hilary, a perſon of note for his Quali- 
ty and Learning, and ſoon after made Governour of Pal-/t:ze, were 
diſpatcht by the Senate as their Embaſſadors to Court, who by their 
power and eloquence might charm T7 he:odo{7's pation, and fer all 
{traight. That they were ſent as Delegates on bcitalt of the Gez- 
tile-part of the City, I readily grant. That Libi2ius went, 15 evi- 

*0-2t.XIT. dent from the Oration * he made at Conſtantinople before the Empe- 

#208 ror upon this very argument, whercin he repreſents this Sedition as 
the eF:& of Frenzy an.l Madne(s, and the inſtigation of ſome ma- 
lignant Demon ; prefſing the Emperor to mercy and forgivenels, as 
the moſt Divine God-like quality; he lays before him matter of 
Fact, deplores the ſad ſtate of Aﬀairs at Antioch, and by many ele- 
gant and pathetical inſinuations prepares his mind to Commiſeration, 
begging in the cloſe of his Diſcourſe, that the Emperor would do 
this honour and favour to his old age, to grant his requelt, and re- 
turn him with a joyfal and welcome Meſſage back to A/c. But 
though Libnins and ſome few others of that Party might beltir 
themſelves in behalf of the publick, yet ?tis certain, the greatelt part 
of them concern'd themſelves only how to provide for their own 

k 191. XVIL. ſafety, Chryſoſtomr exprelly aſſuring * us, that inthat great and gene- 

Uh ral Conſternation that over ſpread the City, the Heathen-Philoſo- 
phers with all their Enſigas of Gravity and Oſtentation fled out ofthe 
City, and hid themſelves ia holes and corners, notwirhſtanding all 
their pretences to Vertue and Courage, not a man of them ſtaying 


to interpoſe by his Authority and Council, and to aHift in the com- 
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mon danger. Which he there preſſes as a notable diſparagement to 
their caule, and a plain evidence of the excellent ſpirit ot Chriſti- 
anity, that when things were thus, even the folitary Monks. left 
their Cells, and flockt into the City, ſetting themſelves with one 
common ſhoulder to oppoſe that inundation of miſery that was flow- 
ing in upon it. They boldly addreſs'd ' themlelves to the Judges 
and Magiſtrates, beſeeching them to uſe their Authority with leni- 
ty and moderation, and when told, that they were bound up by 
x hs places, and that *twas a thing of dangerous Conſequence to 
paſs over Perſons guilty of high Treaſon, the Monks urg'd, that 
they would make uſe however of what power they had, that when 
any Perſons were convitted of the Fact, they would intercede with 
the Commiſſioners not to paſs Sentence of Condemnation upon them, 
but. to refer the final Ifſue to the Emperors own determination, 
promiling themſelves to undertake an Embaſly to Court, and to deal 
effetually with the Emperor- about this matter. The Magiſtrates 
told them, 'twas too long a Journey for them to undertake, and that 
it ſhould ſuffice, if they committed their Petirzons to Writings, which 
they promis'd to convey to Court, which was afterwards done ac- 
cordingly. And when the Imperial Commiſſioners were arriv'd, 
they came ® undauntedly to them, and begg'd pardon for the guilty, 
and offered themſelves to become a ranſom for them, proteſting, 
they would not leave them, till they had either paſs'd an AQ of 
indemnity to the City, or ſhould ſend them together with the Ma- 
lefators to the Emperor. His Majeſty (/ad they) is a pious and a 

racious Prince, whom we will undertake to pacifie ; nor will we 
Fifer the Sword of Juſtice to be dyed in any man's blood ; and if 
this be not granted us, we are here ready to ſuffer and dye with them, 
Hainous we confeſs, and not to be juſtified are the things that have 
been committed, but the greatneſs of the Crimes does not exceed 
the mercy and clemency of the Emperor. This was the interceſſion 
of them all : More particularly Mcedonius”, a man of no learning, 


but of incomparable ſtriftneſs and ſanQtity of Life, —_— one of 


the Commiſſioners by the Cloak, as they rode through the Ciry, 
commanded them to alight. They ſeeing him to be a little old man 
in coarſe tattered Garments, at firſt deſpis'd him. But being ac- 
quainted by ſome of their train with the fame and vertuecs of the 
man, they diſmounted, and embracing his knees, ask'd his pardon, 
and to know his mind. Friezds, replyed he, Communicate this Meſ- 
ſage to the Emperor. © You are, Sir, not only an Emperor, but a 
&« man, look not therefore meerly on the height of your Majeſty, but 
© regard the nature you areof, and remember that being a man, you 
*g0vern men like your felf, The humane nature is made in the 
© Image and likeneſs of God, don't you give command cruelly to 
* deftroy this Image ; leſt you | art 5p the Artiſt, by defacing of his 
* Image ; which you may rea 
* conſider to what height of paſion you your ſelf are tranſported 
© only for the ſake of a brazen Statue. And whar a vaſt difference 
* there is between a ſenceleſs Image, and one that's endued with 
* Motion, Life, and Reaſon, is obvious I ſuppoſeat firſt ſight. Let 
© it be further conſidered, that it's eafte with us for one Statue of 
© Bras, to erect a'thouſand, but it's beyond all the Power of Empire 
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* and Majeſty, to create but one fingle hair of the head of any of 
« thoſe Perſons, whom he {hall put to death. The gravity of the 
man, and the weight of his reaſonings made them liſten to his 
diſcourſe with great attention, which afterwards they tranſmitted 
to the Emperor. | 
IX. THE Commiſſioners in the mean while applyed themſelves 
to the Execution of their Commiſſion, they disfranchis'd the City, 
aboliſht their Charters and immunities, ſhut up all places of publick 
commerce, their Baths, Market-places, and Theaters, ſeiz'd ſuſpe- 
Qed Perſons, eſpecially the Nobility and thoſe of the better fort, who 
had been either Authors or Aiders in the late Commotions, whom 
they impriſon'd, and ſummon'd before the Courts of Judicature, 
Guards are ſet in every place, Tables of proſcription affixt and pub. 
liſht, and inſtruments of- Execution made ready. Thus it was, and 
little better had it been even before the Commiſſioners arriv'd, the 
ordinary Magiſtrates beſtirring themſelves in their ſeveral places, fo 
that the whole City appear'd but one continued Scene of miſery and 
forrow: Chryſoſtom to gratifie his curioſity, went one day up and 
down the Ciry to take a ——— ſurvey of the ſtate of things, 
Coming *® towards the Courts of Juſtice, he ſaw the little remain- 
ders of the City ſtanding at the Gates, but in a profound ſadneſs 
and ſilence, none daring to ask a Queſtion, leſt he ſhould be the next 
that ſhould be pickt out, every one with dumb figns of devotion 
making his addreſs to Heaven, that God would aſſiſt the afflicted, 
and diſpoſe the Judges to clemernicy and favour. Entring within the 
Court, he beheld nothing but armed Guards, Souldiers ſtandin 
with Swords and Spears, to keep out the preſs of Women and Chil 
dren, who with the moft lamentable cries and tears came to follicit 
the Bench for mercy to their Husbands and Fathers, and other near 
Relations, who within were inthe mean time condemned, ſcourg'd 
and puniſht. They threw themſelves upon the ground, and with 
all the paſſionate expreſſions that might move pity, beſought favour 
for their Relatives ; but all in vain; the hard-hearted Souldiers drove 
them back, and treated them with great ſavageneſs and inhumanity. 
"Twas a melancholy ſight, the good man ſighed, and as he went 
home, entertain'd himſelf with this meditation, © What wouldbe the 
ſtate of things at the great day, if humane Tribunals be ſo inexorable, 
tHat not a Mother, a Siſter, a Father, though themſelves innocent 
and unguilty of the Fact, can prevail for the Pardon of their neareſt 
Relatives, who ſhall be able to ſtand by us before the dreadful Jucg: 
ment, Seat of Chriſt ? Who ſhall plead for us at that Bar ? Or be able 
to deliver us, when hald away to thoſe everlaſting puniſhments ? 
The Perſons here judg'd were no common Perſons, but the prime 
Nobility of the City, and yet they would have accounted it a fair 
bargain, to have parted with their Eſtates, and their Liberties too, 
to have ſay'd their Lives. The People daily pray'd to Heaven to 
incline the hearts of the Magiſtrates to put a preſent ſtop to theſe Pro- 
ceedings, - but the Judges went on in their Tryals and Examinations, 
till by the importunity and interceſſion of the Monks and Clergy, 4 
reſpit was granted, and that no farther execution ſhould be made, 
till the whole Aﬀair had been laid before the Emperor, and his 
Sentence were given in the caſe. The news whereof filPd = 
ity 
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City with joy and triumph, and greatly quieted mens fears, as ap- 
pears by the Sermons, whuch S. Chrz/:/tom immediately preach'd 
upon 1t. | 
"x. BUT wemuſt leave A4ztioch for a while, that we may follow 
after agd overtake Fl/avianws, whom we left ? upon his Journey to 
Conſtantinople. Arriving at Court, he came into the preſence, but 
kept himſelf at a diſtance, and ſtood with a deje&ed look, and tears 
in his eyes, as if aſhamed to be ſeen, or taken notice of, Whom 
Theodoſius eſpying in this mournful poſture, came towards him, and 
without any tranſports of paſſion began _—_ to expoſtulate with 
him about the ingratitude of the City of Aztioch, upon which 
throughout the whole courſe of his Reign he had heap'd ſo man 
Graces and Benefits, at the mention of each of which he added, 
and muſt I be thus requited for all my kindneſs ? What evil have I done 
them, that they ſhould take ſuch a revenge ? What hainous matter 
have they to charge upon me, that they ſhould diſgrace not only me, 
but the deceaſed ? Could not their ſpleen and paſſion be fatisfied with 
the living ? Or did they think it nothing, unleſs they did reproach 
and affront the dead ? Admit I had done as much injury, as they ſap- 
poſe, yet they ought to have ſpar'd the deceaſed, who had done 
them- none, nor can they pretend to charge her with it. DidI not 
ever highly value and eſteemthat City > th any other, yea beyond 
my own native Conntrey, and was it not my conſtant wiſh, and 
that to whom upoa all occaſions I had oblig'd my ſelf by the mot 
ſolemn engagements, that I would make a perſonal viſit to it. The 
Biſhop ſtood by, and wept plentifully, and when the Emperor 
d done, Pr his reaſon, and began in this manner. © We 
*acknowledg, Sir, with all readineſs your Majeities great favour to- 
* wards our City, and *tis this that puts us into mourning, that at 
* the envious Inſtigation of the Devil, we have appear'd fo ingrate- 
* ful to our great BenefaQtor, and have ſo much exaſperated a Per- 
* ſon, who had ſo immenſe an affeQtion forus. Though you ſhould 
* demoliſh, or burn our Houſes, or kill our Perſons, or do any other 
*aQs of ſeverity, you would not take a ſufficient revenge upon us. 
* We our ſelves have before-hand adjudg'd our ſelves to what's 
* worſe than a thouſand deaths. For what can be more bitter,|'than 
'© that when we have unjuſtly provoked ſo kind a BenefaQtor, the 
* World ſhould ring of it, and reproach us with our monſtrous in- 
* gratitude ? Had x > Barbarians belieg'd our City, pulPd down our 
* Walls, or fir'd our Houſes, and carried our Citizens into Captivity, 
* this had been a far leſs evil : Becauſe fo long as you live, and con- 
* tinue ſuch a generous kindneſs towards us, there would be hope 
*that theſe miſeries would have an end, and that we might again 
* repair and enlarge our broken Fortunes, But having now forfeited 
* your favour, and violated your gracious prote&tion, which was 
* a defence to us beyond all our Walls and Bulwarks, whither ſhall 
* wenow fly for ſhelter ? Sobenign a Lord, ſo indulgent a Father 
© being diſoblig'd, whence can we look for help ? The things they 
* have done are intollerable, but they have heavily puniſh'd them- 
* ſelves, havin brought themſelves to that paſs, that they are a- 
*ſham'd to look any man in the face, or ſo much as to lift up their 
* eyes to behold the Sun : They have loſt their Liberty, and are be- 
| Nan 2 * come 
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* come more deſpicable than the vileſt Slaves : And refleQing upon 
« the evil Circumltances into which they have brought themſelves, 
« they are ready to fink under a ſence of that diſhonour which the 
* concurrent Judgment of the whole World muſt needs caſt upon 
* them. But yet, Sir, if you pleaſe, this wound may be heal'g, and 
« theſe evils are yet capable of a Remedy. Then he proceeds to 
ſhew, © that great Bffences have oft given occaſion to the exerciſe 
** of a noble anda generous Charity ; that the broken Statues might 
© be repaired, but to pardon lo-great Crimes in this caſe, was the 
<« way to. ereCt a better, more noble, and durable repreſentation of 
« himſelf inthe minds of men, and to ſet up as many ſeveral Images 
&« of his great Compaſſhon and goodneſs, as there were, or ever 
* ſhould be Perſons in the World : He urg'd him with the Example 
« of the great Conſtantive, who when ſome about him perſwaded 
« him to be reveng'd on thoſe that had abus'd his Statue, ſaying the 
© had miſerably battered his Face, felt with his hand about his Face, 
* and {miling, ſaid, I dox't at all find my ſelf bruis'd or broken, but 
« that Head and Face are both ſound and whole, An anſwer that ren- 
&« dred him famous to all Poſterity beyond the Trophies of his great- 
* neſs, and all the Monuments of his Victories. He pur him in mind 
* of his own Edidts, ſent into all parts for the pardoning and relea- 
* ſing of Priſoners in the Paſchal Solemnities, wherein he had teſti- 
*© fied ſo heroic a Charity, that for thoſe already executed, he wiſh'd 
© he were able to bring them back to life again : That the honour 
©« of his Religion was greatly concern'd in the humanity of his Reſo- 
© lution, ſeeing the eyes of Few and Genri/e were upon him, and 
« would thence take the meaſures of it : That there was no fear 0- 
* thers ſhould by this Clemency be encourag'd to Rebellion, this be- 
« ing an a& of Grace, not of weakneſs and want of Power, with 
« which he was ſufficiently furniſh'd to call any to Account : That 
« this was the way to oblige all mankind to him, and to entitle him 
« to greater Bleſſings from Heaven; and that it would be an honour 
« to him in future ages, that when he would do it at no other in- 
<« ſtance, yet he would do it for God's ſake, at the Petition of a poor 
* aged Biſhop, who came with this Authority to tell him from his 
« great Maſter, .1f ye forgive men their Treſpaſſes, your Heavenly Fi 
ther will alſo forgive you. And thenconcluded thus, © Remember that 
&« day, when we ſhall all give an account of our ations, and that by 
* this mild and merciful Sentence you may eaſily make way to the 
« pardon of your Tranſgrefſions. Others may preſent you with Gold 
*< and Silver, Iam come to your preſence with Divine Laws and 
& Precepts, which I offer inſtead of all other Gifts ; beſeeching you 
** to Imitate your great Soveraign, who though daily affronted by us, 
&* ceaſes not to do us good. Do not diſappoint our hopes, nor ſhame 
. © our expeQations ; for I freely declare before your Majeſty and the 
* World, that if you pleaſe to remit your diſpleaſure, and be recon- 
**ciPd to us; and reſtore the City to its former place in your grace 
* and favour, Ile go back with cheerfulneſs and rejoycing ; if not, 
&« I am reſolv*d never to ſeeor own it more, but to fix my abode ſome- 
© where elſe. For may it never be my Portion to have that place for 
* my Countrey, with which ſo merciful a Prince, the mildeſt and belt 
* of men, refuſes to be reconcil'd, 
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XI. THE Biſhop ended his Diſcourſe, and *twas hard to ſay who 
was moſt tranſported, he that ſpake, or he that heard it, though for 
the preſent the Emperor made a ſhift to ſtifle and conceal his paſſion. 
S$o2omen 4 adds, that beſides his eloquent Oration F/avian made uſe 
of another Artifice, which was to R_—_ the Pages who were 
wont to ſing to the Emperor, while he was at dinner, to fing to him 
choſe mourning Hymns and Litazies, that had been compos'd and 
ſung at Antioch, with which he was ſo aftefted, that he wept over 
the Cup which he then held in his hand. He told * the Biſhop, ** what 
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« oreat matter ( ſaid he) is it, that we ſhould pardon thoſe that have ?: 233: 


« affronted us, that we that are men ſhould forgive thoſe that are ſo, 
« eſpecially when 'tis conſidered, that the great Lord of the World 
« came down upon earth, and for our fakes became a Servant, and 
« though Crucitied by thoſe to whom he had done the higheſt fa- 
&« yours, yet prayed for the pardon of his very Crucifiers, Father, 
* forgive them, for they know not what they dv, What wonder then, 
if we forgive our Fellow-ſervants ? Flavian having thus far happily 
diſpatch'd his errand, was willing to have reſted a while, and to have 
kept his Eaſter with the Emperor. But the good Prince ordered him 
immediately to haſten his return. I know, /ai4 he, the minds of the 
Citizens muſt needs be uneaſie; and hang between hopes and fears, 
and that the trouble and danger 1s not yet quite over, go and carry 
them the comfortable tidings. When they ſhall ſee their Pilor, 
they'l forget the preſent ſtorm and tempeſt, and the memory of all 
paſt Calamities. The Biſhop inſiſted, that * as the greateſt Evidence 
and Declaration of his perfe&ly reconciPd favour, his Majeſty would 
pleaſe to ſend the Prince, his Son, along with him. Pray to God 
(replyed the Emperor) that the preſent rabbs may be thrown out 
of the way, the Wars wherein I am engag'd, happily accompliſt”d, 
and that done, I aſſure you 1 will come my ſelf. Nor did his care 
end here, but when the Biſhop had taken his leave, and had croſt 
the Sea in order to his return, not knowing what delays he might 
make, or what interruptions he might meet with, he ſent Meſſengers 
after him to expedite his departure. And indeed fo deſirous was 
Flavian that the City ſhould be reviv'd with the joyful news, that 
not being able to Travel himſelf faſt enough, he ſent the Emperor's 
welcome Letters by the Poſt, that fo all Clouds of fears and ſadneſs 
might be immediately diſpelld and ſcattered. However himſelf 
made ſuch diſpatch, that he got home before Eaſter, and made his 
entry into Aztioch in Triumph, the Forum being Crown'd with 
Garlands, repleniſhed with Lights, the Doors and Shop windows 
ſet off with Flowers and green Branches, and all other expreſſions 
of the moſt Feſtival Solemnity. And to conſummate all, they went 
to Church, and Chry/oſtom welcom'd his return in a gratulatory 
Oration for the proſperous ſucceſs of his undertaking. 

XII. THUS ended the Troubles of Aztioch: About or not long before 
which time died*Pa«/izs one of theCatholick Biſhops of that Church. 
He had been conſecrated Biſhop of Aztioch by Lucifer Calaritanus in the 
Reign of Julien, and had been. a means to continue the unhappy 
diſſentions in that Church, part of the Catholicks adhering to him, 
as others did to Flavian, who ſucceeded Melerirs, Panlizus's Cauſe 
was efpous'd by Pope Damaſ#s, and his Succeſſor S:r7/c/#s, and rhe 
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Weſtern Biſhops 3 as that of Flavian generally was by them of the 
Eaft, he being {ome years ſince confirm'd in that See by the great 
Council at Conſtantinople. Upon the death of Paul:yws he weil ho- 
ped the Schiſm would have expir'd, but it proved to the contrary, 
For Paulin: his Party refuſed to joyn with F/avian, and procured 
Eaagrinus, a Presbyter of that place, to be ordained rheir Biſhop, 
Great Complaints were made to the Emperor, who more than 
once ſent for Flavian, commanding. himto go, and have his Cauſe 
judged in a Synod at Rome, who replyed, ** if, Sir, /aid he,. any 
&« one can charge me with unſoundnels in point of Faith, or can 
& challenge my Life as uaworthy the Epiſcopal Station, I refuſe 
© not to accept my very Accuſers for my Judges, and ſhall wil- 
* lingly acquieſce in whatever Sentence they {hall pronounce upon 
© me. But if the quarrel be only about Dignity, and the precedency 
& of my See, I ſhall not contend, nor oppoſe them that would in- 
« yade it, but am ready to quit and throw it up ; beſtow it, Sir, 
upon whom you pleaſe. The Emperor admir*d the wiſdom, and 
even temper of the man, and diſmiſt him home without further 
trouble , and by his mediation in the Weſt reconciled at length 
all Parties to him. Though moſt probable it is what Sccrates re- 
ports, that Euagrizs dying not long after his Conſecration , Fl 
vian by. his prudent care prevented any further Succeſſion, and in 
a little time brought over the other Party to him, and thereby 
put a Period to the long-continued Schiſm in that Church. 
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His Afts from his being made Biſhop, till the Tryal of Antoni- 
nus Biſhop of Epheſus. 


The death of NeQtarius. Chryſoftom recommended to be his Succeſs 


for. The Emperor's Warrant to Antioch for his removal. His 


private conveyance to Conſtantinople. Theophilus of Alexandria 
againſt his Conſecration, and why, His zealous and impartial refor- 
mation of his Church. His Revenues wmploy'd to build and endow 
' Hoſpitals. His correfting the abuſes of all ranks and conditions. The 
ſpite and ill-will the corrupt Clergy bore him.” A Woman of the Macedo- 
nian Sei# miraculouſly converted. Flis free reproving Eutropius 


the Emperor's Favourite, and upon what account. The fall of 


that man, and his taking Sanftuary in the Church. Chryſoftom's 


Sermon upon that occaſien. The diſgrace, baniſhment and death of 


Eutropius. ' Chryſoſtom's obſtinate ref to grant a Church to the 
Arians at the requeſt of Gainas. Their quarrel upon that account. 
Chryſoſtom*s bold addreſs to the Emperor. Gainas his Treaſon and 
Rebellion. Chryſoſtom ſent on .ar Embaſſy to him. Gainas ſlain. 
The arrival of the Egyptian Monks at Conſtantinople. Chryſo- 
ſtom makes proviſion for them, but denies to admit them to Communion. 
Meſſengers from Theophilus zo Chryſoſtom about this matter. Chry- 
ſoſtom's. interceſſion in their bebalf. His ſecond Letter. Theophi- 


las*s laſt anſwer to him. 


LY T hapned towards the declining part of 4»». CCCXCVI. v4z. 
| Septemb, XXVII. that Nefarius * Biſhop of Conſtantinople depart- 
ed this Life. Great expeQations there were who ſhould ſuc- 

ceed in the Imperial See. Many Candidates and Competitors ap- 
peared for it, and as in ſuch caſes it too often happens, the unwor- 
thieft Perſons, who had nothing elſe to recommend them, ſought 
by Bribes and ill Arts of inſinuation to oblige- the great men at 
Court, the People in the mean time earneſtly petitioning the Empe- 
ror, that they might have a worthy Prelate plac'd over them. The 
man that was then moſt in favour at Court was Extropius the Eu- 
nuch, chief Chamberlain of the Pallace. He had in purſuance of 
the Emperor's Afﬀairs reſided for ſome time in the Ext, where he 
had been acquainted with Chry/o/tom i Him he very heartily recom- 
mended to the Emperor, as a Perſon for his Life, Learning and Elo- 
; qr of all others fitteſt for that place,but that withal, that the AfF- 
air ſhould be ſecretly manag'd, it being otherwiſe no eaſie matter 
to get him thence. The motion pleas'd Arcadinus, and was as well 
reſented among the People. So Letters were written to Aſfterius 
Governor of the Eſt, to take care about this matter, who know- 
ing the turbulent temper of that People, and how impoſlible it was 
to perſwade them to part with their admir'd eloquent Preacher, 


-kept the Letters to himſelf, and pretending ſome private bulinefs 
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with Chrr/)/t2z», deſired him to accompany him a little way out of 
Town as far as the Martyriz beyond the Rymaz Gate. So taking him 
up into his Chariot, he drove 1n all haſt to Pagre, the next Stage to 
Antioch, where he delivered him to the Officers whom the Empe. 
ror had ſent to receive him, who forthwith convey'd him to Conſtay- 
tinople, The Emperor that he might render both his Arrival, and 
his Conſecration more augult and venerable, and that it might be 
performed with the utmoſt Solemnity, had ſummon'd a convention 
of the moſt eminent Biſhops to aſſlt at it. Theophilus Biſhop of Alex- 
anitia ſtrenuouſly oppos'd his- Ordination, by his looks he gueſt him 
to bea man of an inflexible temper, and one that would certainly 
thwart his humour and intereſt - Befides he was deſirous to advance 
Iſidore his own beloved Presbytcr to that See, and thereby to have 
made ſo great and powerful apart of the Eaſtera Church ſure to him. - 
Upon theſe accounts he ſtood off, till ſeeing that he ſwam againſt the 
ſtream, he conſented and concurr'd with the reſt, eſpecially after EF. - 
770pizcs had threatened him, that unleſs he ratified rhe common choice, . 
he ſhould be himſelf preſently brought to Tryal, there being ſeve. 
ral in Town ready to exhibit to the Synod a Charge of many Crimes 
and Enormities committed by him. Hereupon he ſtruck Sail, and 
Chry/o/fom was conſecrated and inthrond, February the XXVI., Ann, 
CCOCXOVIT. But though Th-ophilus thus complyed, it was with no 
little uneafineſs to his mind, and it heightned his prejudice againſt 
Chryſoſtom into an inveterate and irreconcilable ſpleen againſt him to 
his * dying day. 

II. N O ſooner was he entred upon his Charge, but he diſcover- 
ed the mighty Zeal » and impartiality of his temper. He found the 
ſtare of the Church within his Province through the too much fa- 
cility of his Predeceſſor lapſt into a ſtrange degeneracy, which he 
reſolv*d to reduce to the ſtriftne(s of ancient Diſcipline. And firſt 
he began to inſpeXt- the manners of the Clergy *, and all other Ec- 
clefiaitick Perſins. A corrupt Cuſtom had crept ia amongſt them 
to keep in their Houſes Maids or Matrons, whom the Writers of the 
Church uſually ſtyle ounztuTes ſubintroduc'd or Aſſociated Women, not 
under pretence of Marriage,or to gratihe any unlawful appetite,but out 
of ſpiritual AﬀeCtion, or greater Edification, or to condutt the ne- 
ceſſary Aﬀairs of the Family. This he utterly difIik*d, and inveigh'd 
againſt as an o1dinary means of temptation, or however that which 
furniſh'd out matter for an intolerable ſcandal, and accordingly in 
two Diſcourſes made on purpole, decries and pleads againſt it, not 
giving It over till he had quite reform'd it. Next he ſet upon their 
covetouſneſs, and the ill arts by which they were wont to fill their 
Purſes. He laſhr their nice and intemperate Palates, their lighting 
their own mean Proviſions, and haunting great mens Tables, where 
full Bellies would make way for wanton Inclinations, and not fail to 
bring them under the ſuſpicion of Pick-thanks and Parafites. The 
Stewards of his Church he took under a ſtrict Examination, and re- 
trencht all unneceſſary Charges, enquired diligently into the Expen- 
ces of his Family, and finding a molt profuſe way of living had crept 
in in the rime of his Predeceſſor, he cut it ſhort, ordering the Sur- 
pluſage for the maintenance of the infirm and needy. And when a 


conſiderable ſtock was yet remaining, he built ſome Hoſpitals oo 
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the reception of the infirm and ſick ; over theſe he made two of his 
own Presbyters Overſeers, appointing Phyſicians, Cooks, and other 
Officers, to attend them, but withal taking care that they ſhould be 
unmarzied perſons, leſt the diſtrattions or neceſſities of a Family 
ſhould tempt them to negle& or abuſe their truſt. From theſe he 
proceeded to take account of the Widows, which the Church main- 
tain'd, whoſe Converlations he enquird into, and thoſe of them 
whom he found addited to the modes and pleaſures of the age, he 
admoniſh'd either to ſubdue their Inclioations by Faſting and Prayer, 
and to abſtain from the Baths, and all nice and modiſh Garbs, or elſe 
reſently to marry, leſt by their looſe way of living, Religion ſhould 
be expos'd to Cenſure and Contempt. The Laity he preſfs'd to a 
more exemplary devotion, that the men whoſe imployments would 
not ſuffer them to attend the Church in the day time, would come 
at night, and there exerciſe themſelves in Prayer and Faſting. No 
very welcome news to thoſe of the Clergy, who had for ſometime 
indulg'd themſelves in eaſe, and left off thoſe night-offices of devo- 
tion. In this way he proceeded without fear or favour, thoſe who 
complyed and took up, were encourag'd and commended, thoſe who 
continued obſtinate, he ſuſpended, and ſuffered not to exerciſe their 


- Offices in the Church, ſaying, 'twas unreaſonable they ſhould enjoy 


< 


the honour akd the priviledge, who would not live the lives of true 
Prieſts and Miniſters. | 

IL, BUT in a ſick ſtate of Aﬀairs he that will reform all at once, 
is more like to exaſperate the humours, than tocalm or purge them, 
Where there is a plethory of peccant humours, Nature muſt be reliev- 
ed by ealie and gentle: methods, and the Cure not be attempted by 
one evacuation. Chryſo/tom's Zeal tranſported him to too quick and 
violent Remedies, conſidering the condition wherein he found things 
at his firſt coming to the Epiſcopal Throne. The Clergy thus ſud- 
denly alarm'd and powerfully enrag'd, combin'd againſt him, and all 
their corrupt . intereſts flowed into one common Channel. They 
openly traduc'd and miſrepreſented him to the People,” and where 
there was but any umbrage of ſuſpition, — improv'd it into 4 
formal charge and calumny. But he delpis'd their malice, nor did 
the People give any great heed to it, being infinitely delighted with 
the honeſty of his deſigns, and his excellent Preaching. His Life 
was unblameable, his Zeal impartial, his DoArine ſound, his Ser- 
mons eloquent. So that the People flock*d after him in great num- 


| bers, yea, the Diſſenters themſelves that were of another perſwaſi- 


on, would attend upon his Preaching, and that not without ſucceſs, 
many of them being brought over to the Catholick Faith ; amongſt 
which we are told this memorable inſtance. A certain man y of the 
Micedonian Se& heard him Preach concerning the holy Trinity, and 
was ſo fully convinc'd by him of the truth of that Dottrine, as not 
only himſelf to renounce his Errors, and embrace the Catholick Be- 
lef/ but to urge his Wife likewiſe to do the ſame. She was a great 
Bigot in her way, and being encourag'd by her Female Companions, 
plainly refuſed to comply with his perſwaſions ; till at laſt he threat+ 
ned he would leave her, if ſhe would not go with him to Church, 
and receive the holy Communion with him. In this ſtrait ſhe ad- 
vis'd with a Maid that waited on her, what was to be done, and be- 
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| tween them 'twas agreed to put a trick upon him. She went alo 


with kim, and at the time of rhe Communion, when ſhe receiv'd 
the Sacramental Bread, Itooping down her head, as if with an in- 
tent to betake her ſelf to Prayer, ſhe kept the Bread ſhe had. taken 
of the Biſhop, and ſecretly took another piece, which her Maid, who 
ſtood by, had brought from home : Which ſhe had no ſooner pur 
into her mouth, but it nnmediately became hard as a ſtone, The 
Woman was ſtrangely ſurpriz'd and confounded at the accideng, 
and her Conſcience being now throughly awakned, ſhe goes pre- 
ently to the Biſhop, confeſſes her wickedneſs, and ſhews him the 
Stone, bearing the impreſſion of her teeth, and being both of an 
odd ſubſtance, and an unuſual colour 3 and having with abundance 
of tears begg'd pardon for her fault, ſhe ever after perſever'd wich 
her Husband in the Catholick Communion... As an evidence vf all 
which, my Author (who liv'd and wrote there but a ſew years after) 
tells us, this very ſtone was prelerv'd among the Raritics in the 
Archives of the Church of Conftantinople, But to return. It was 
not all the malice and artifice of the Clergy, who were ſtung and 
yext with his zealous Proceedings, could leſſen Chry/o/tom's eſteem 
and reputation with the People, who lik'd him never the leſs for 
it. Indeed ſo long as his Reproofs-and CorreQtions went no further 
than the Clergy, it made no great noiſe ; but he ſtay'd not here, 
but ler fly at the wealthy and the honourable, whoſe aye; and lux- 
ury, whoſe tyranny and oppreſſion he reprov'd with the ſame free- 


dom and impartiality, that he did thoſe of the meaneſt Tradeſmen. 
This touch'd to the quick, and ſoon conjur'd up a turbulent fpirit 


pet him, that haunted him to his dying day. Among others he 
fell into Conteſt with Extropics * , the great Favourite of that time, 
who had gain'dſo abſolute an aſcendant upon theEmperor,that though 
ati Eunuch, he was made Cor/ſ#/, and had the honourable Title of 
Patricins, or Father to the Emperor conferred upon him. A piece 
of Honour next to that of che Empire. But not being able to bear 
the weight of ſo much power and greatneſs with aneven and com- 
ſed mind, he let himſelf looſe to cruelty and oppreſſion, and #- 
us*'d his Court-intereſt to extravagant deſigns. bore hard u 

Perſons of all ranks and qualities, and when to avoid the effefts of 
his Tyranny, they fled (as was uſual) to take SanRuary in the 
Church, privikedg'd to this purpoſe by the Laws of all Chriſtian 
Emperors, he without any ſcruple violated the immuaities of that 
holy place, and by force drew them thence. Which that he might 
do with ſome ſhadow of —_— he procur'd Arcadins 0/poba 
Law, taking away the benefit of the Churches A/3/u»s, and giving 
leave to Officers to take Perſons thence, who had fled thither for 
ſhelter. Chkry/oftom diſlik'd the man, and oppos'd his Jay wry + 
though the others Incereſt was too big for him. But ſee how 6g 
nally the Divine. Juſtice return'd upon him. For not long after be- 
ing undermin'd at Court, and chargd with affronts. offered to the 
Empreſs, whom he had inſolently threatned to, expel the Court, and 
eſpecially being petition'd againſt by ſome great ones, whoſe: pow- 
erful demands the Emperor knew not well how to decline, he was 
ſent for, and Rrip'd of all his Honours and Offices, and not daring 
to truſt the mercy of his Enemies, was forced to fly for proteCtion 
| to 
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to that Church, which he had lo lately diſpoyl'd of its immunities, 
And now his hated Villanies rais'd a common out-cry, and both the 
diſpleaſure of the Prince, and the od;m of the People conſpired his 
ruin, and the Officers had not failed according to the tenor of his 
own Law to have fetch'd him by violence out of the Church, had 
not Chry/"/tom interpoſed and hindred it, who finding him proftrate 
at the foot of the Altar, and the multitude ready to crowd into the 
Church, ſept up into the Pulpit, and ina very elegant Oration = re- 
preſented the vanity of all worldly honour and greatneſs, putting 
the Wretch in mind how oft he had dealt plainly with him in the 
time of his proſperity, when flattery and outward ſplendor made 
him deaf to all wiſe and ſober Counſels, and {light the evils then 
foretold him, and which he now felt to his coſt 3 he might now ſee 
the ingrateful retarns he met with from his moſt paſſionate admi- 
rers ; the multitude that had lately thronged to behold the magnifi- 
cence of his Train, that had cryed him up with ſuch loud Acclama- 
tions, and whoſe applauſe he had courted with ſuch vaſt Expences, 
were now come out with drawn Swords againſt him ; the Circus and 
the Theaters, whoſe ſports he had ſo oft honoured with his preſence, 
and maintained at his Charge, and for whoſe ſake he had fo oft 
been angry with Chryſoſtom, were now ' become his violent Perſe. 
cutors : While the Church, whoſe Priviledges he had openly inva- 
ded, ftretcht out her Arms, and kindly received him into her Boſom, 
and ſent Agents all about, to endeavour his reſcue out of thoſe:mi- 
ſerable Circumſtances, into which he had plung'd himſelf; Thar if 
he had affronted and wronged the Church, and by Law deſtroyed 
its immunities, dear-boughrt experience had ſufficiently rebuk'd his 
folly, and taught him what he had done, and himſelf by his praQtiſe 
was the firſt that had aboliſhed-his own Law. Not that in ſaying 
all this he inſulced over theman, but warned them to be cautious by 
his Example, who was become the great inſtance of humane cala- 
mity, and change of Fortune : Thar, he was deſirous to allay the 
ſharpneſs of rhat fury, wherewith they were ſet againſt him, and 
however it might ſeem a thankleſs Office to prote&t and plead for a 
Perſon, that had ſo lewdly trampled upon the rights of the Church, 
yet *rwas our duty to pardon injuries, and to be kind to the unthank- 


ful andto the evil; that therefore they ſhould all joyn in a Petition 


for mercy,” and the Emperor having ſufficiently teſtified his readi- 
neſs to compaſſion, they in imitation of his Example ſhould lay aſide 


all Offences, and praQtice their own Prayers, ro forgive, as they would 


be forgiven. The Diſcourſe had its due effetts upon the Auditory, 
the People becoming more calm and 'gentle, nor would the Biſhop 
conſent to deliver .him up to the Emperor's Officers, till proviſion 
was made for the ſaving of his life. By which *tis evident with how 
little pretence to truth he is reported * by a ſcornfal and petulant in- 
vetive to have triumph'd over a man 1n miſery, when as the far 


but a noble and truly 
Chriſtian tenderneſs) and compaſſion. The iſue was that Eutropins 


greateſt part of the Diſcourſe breaths nothi 


was baniſh*d into Cyprus 


*, from whence not long after he was brought 


back, and a freſh Indi&ment commenc'd againſt him, eſpecially for 7... 
that in the time of his Conſulſhip he had uſurp'd the imperial Or- Nice. 4. 13. 
paments, and at Paptichium, a Stage Town between Chalcedon and © +! 35% 
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Nicomedia, 
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Nicomedia, was brought to his Tryal before Aure/ian the Pretoriax 
mg; and other illuſtrious Perſons conſtituted Judges for that pur. 
poſe, where he was condemn'd of high Treaſon, and loſt his Head. 
Zoſimus 4 ſays, that having ſworn at the time of their taking him 
out of the Church, not to take away his life, they evaded it thus 
that they would not Kill him fo long as he continued at Conſtantine. 
pd, fo they brought him to Chalcedon, and there = him to death. 
His name was raz'd out of the Fa/#; Cox/ulares, and the Law that he 
had procur'd for the violation of Church-priviledges taken out of the 
Records, that no memory of it might remain. 
IV. Chryſoſtom had not well got over this but the ſame year, »;z. 
Asun, CCCXCIX. he was engagedin a freſh rencounter with a man 
« $4cy, 7h, £6, MOre potent than the other. Gainas © a Goth, born in Scythia not fax 
p. 305. Soon. from the River Ifer, had fled over to the Romans, where from a com. 
-- 4-2- 76% mon Souldier he by degrees arrived to be General of the Army. And 
c 32.p. 237, being a man of a pro alhicing humour hadthe Empire in his eye. 
Zeſmn. . 5, Tn order whereunto he call'd in his Countreymen the Gorhs, and pre- 
pe 794 ferred his Kindred to the chief places of Truft and Command in the 
Army. And having thus ſtrengthened himſelf, committed waſts in 
ſeveral parts of the Empire, ſtruck a terror into the whole Court, 
which by many unreaſonable Concefſions ſought ro oblige and gain 
him by fair means. At length an interview was appointed between 
him and the Emperor, they met at Cha/cedon in the Church of $, 
Exphemis the Martyr, where having given their oaths for mutual ſe. 
curity, they began to treat, and Gen: ſeeming to _— with the 
Emperor, went over with him to Conſtantinople, where finding his 
Afairs to ſucceed proſperouſly enough, he proceeded to more info 
lent demands. He was by his Religion, as all the Chriſtian Goehs 
were, an A4riaz, and being inftigated by his own Ambition, and 
prompted by-the Churchmen of his party, required of the Emperor, 
that one of the City Churches might be- given to him, and the men 
af his Communion, it being unfit, he ſaid, that ſo great a man as the 
General ſhould be forced to go out of Town to his Devotions. The 
Emperor, a man of a foft and cowardly temper, promiſed he would 
adviſe upon it, and do what he could to gratihe him in it, who there- 
upon ſent for Chryſoftom, and acquainted him with the Generafl's re. 
queſt, telling him withal, that he was an over-powerful Perſon, and 
4 man of dangerous deſigns, and therefore deſired that by granting 
his requeſt, he would fweeten and allay his fury. The Biſhop re- 
plyed, Sir, I befeech you promiſe no ſuch matter, ner command holy 
things to be given to dogs : For I will never yield, that thoſe who preach 
and magnify God the Son ſhould be caſt out, and the holy Church be dcli- 
wvered up to thofe' who diſparage and blaſphewe him. And be not, Sir, 
&fraid of this Barbarian, but call us both before you, aud while you ſit ſr 
lent by, I will fo ſtop his month, that thenceforth he ſhall make no more 
ſuch unreafonable demends. The Emperor'was glad of this expedient, 
and-the next day fent for both of them to Court, Chry/o/towm coming 
attended with alt the Biſhops that were then im, Town. Afſoon as 
they were come into the preſence, Gainas began to clam his pro- 
miſe 3 but this, the Biſhop told him, an Emperor that profeſs'd Re- 
"ion, could not grant, nor might take upon him thus to intermed- 


in the things of God. The General anfwered, *twas ___ m_ 
ſhou 
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ſhould be allowed a Church for his Devotions. For that, faid the 
Biſhop, all the Church-doors are _= for you, and no man hinders 
you from praying where you pleaſe. But I, replyed Gai, am of 
another way, and deſire but one Church for me and my Party to 
aſſemble in : A requeſt which I may reaſonably make, who have 
fought ſo many Battels, and undergone ſo many dangers forthe ſafe- 
ty of the Roman Empire. True, faid Chryſotom, but you have had 
Rewards far beyond your Services. You are General of the Army, 
and have the priviledge to be cloathed with Conſulzr Ornaments, You 
ſhould do well ro remember what you once was, and what you are 
now, your former poverty, and your preſent plenty, how you were 
clad, when you firſt paſs'd the River Ifer, and what you have now 
upon your back. Remember how inconſiderable are your Services, 
compar'd with the largeneſs of your Rewards, and be not ingrateful 
to thoſe that have thus honoured and advanc'd you. He put him 
in mind of his Oaths f and Engagements, the fealty he had ſworn to * Son ih 
the Empire, and the obedience he had promiſed to thoſe Laws, which * = 
he now ſo inſolently attempted to trample under foot. © And to ftrike 
the matter dead at once, he pluck'd out a Law of Theodoſius, pro- 
hibiting Hereticks to hold their Aſſemblies withia the City. And 
then turning to the Emperor, perſwaded him to ratify and execute 
this Law againft all other Hereticks, adviſing rather to lay down 
the Empire, than impioully to betray the Church of God. 

V. BUT Gaines though baffled, was not fatished. For ſeeing 
himſelf defeated of his ends, he was no longer able to maſter his re- 
venge, but broke out into open Rebellion. And firſt he intended to 
ſeize the ſhops of the Bankers, but they upon intimation, had with- 
drawn and hid their Money. Then he ſent ſome of his Gorh; by 

ight to ſet fire to the Pallace, but they frighted with the _— 
f an Army oftall Souldiers, fled back, and he went himſelf the next 
night along with them, and. found it fo. With that he left the Ci- 
Fy, and endeavoured privately to convey away great numbers of Arms, 
which being ſeiz'd and ſearch'd at the Gates, brought the whole 
Conſpiracy to light. Hereupon-a Proclamation is iflued out, denoun- 
cing Gina a Traytor, and commanding the Gorhs whom he had left 
behind him in the Ciry, to be put to death. Seven thouſand ofthem 
fled for Sanftuary into the great Church that ſtood next the Pallace, 
where the Emperor commanded them to be killed, not thinking it 
reaſonable that any place ſhould proteR ſuch notorious Rebels from 
the ſtroke of Juſtice. But none durſt attempt either to attaque them 
there, or to pluck them thence, not knowing to what outragious ef- 
ſets ſo hopeleſs and forlorn a condition might drive deſperate Perſons. 
Whereupon Perſons were imploy'd to untile that part of the Church 
that was over the Communion Table, whence they«threw down up- 
on them pieces of Wood ſet on fire, till they had deftroy'd them, to 
the no little Prophanation of that holy-place in the judgment of all 
ſober and pious Chriftians, as the Heathen Hiſtorian # himſelf ani- « zofm. 1. 4, 
madverts upon this occaſion. The news whereof — Gainas, Þ 196. 
he fled into Thrace, where gathering his Army together, he commit- 
ted miſerable devaſtations where-ever he came, which ftruck ſuch a 
terror into all Perſons, that the whole Countrey fled before him, no 
man daring to make Head againſt him. And in this gy Con- 
| ernation 
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nt 6h ſternation * when every man elſe declin'd the Service, they perſiva. 

©. 33. 3.238, ded Chry/oſtom to undertake the Embaſly, and to treat with the Ty. 

rant. He well underſtood the fierceneſs and brutiſhneſs of the man's 

temper, and how highly he himſelf had bur a few days ſince exaſpe. 

rated and provok'd him. But in ſo good a Cauſe he feard no dan. 

ger, and without any demurr, berook himſelf to his Journey, The 

. Barbarian hearing of his Arrival, went forth a great way to meer 

him, and received him with great demonſtrations of reverence, tak. 

ing him by the right hand according to the mode of his Countrey, 

and putting it upon his eyes, and cauſing his Sons to fall down and 

embrace his knees. We are told, that in this Embaſly Chry/ofoxy 

concluded a Peace between him and Arcadius, but the more anci- 

ent Hiſtorians are ſilent in that point. *Tis certain that not long af. 

ter he fell upon part of the- Roman Forces, which gave him Battel, 

routed his whole Army, and cut off the greateſt part of them, Gu. 

; 15d. p. 958, 245 himſelf being ſlain ; Zoſimue and others ſay, *rwas in an en- 

Phileſt. 1. 11. pagement with Hyldes Prince of the Hunns, who proſecuted him 

*8.f-53'* both as anill Neighbour to himſelf, and as an Enemy to the Romans, 
whoſe Head he falred and ſent in Triumph to Conſtantinople. 

VI. ABOUT this time came Ammonins and the reſt of the Ezyp. 

k $9:y. 1.6, tian Monks * to i an 1g They had been haraſs'd out of their 

<-9.p.314 pwn Countrey by Theophilus of Alexandria, and had for ſome time 

o_ - 4. fttled themſelves at Scyrhopotss in Paleſtine, where hearing that The- 

; ophilus ſtill intended to proceed againſt them, they removed to Con- 

ſtantinople, to preſent their Complaints before the Emperor and the 

Biſhop, and to be ready to anſwer to any Charge that might be ex- 


' P:1:4. c. 7. hibited againſt them, Being come to Town, they waited ! imme- 
þ> 36s diately upon the Biſhop, and kneeling before him, begg'd the in- 
terpolal of his Any, that he would ſtand by a ——_— of 

y ing 


innocent Perſons, unjuſtly oppreſſed by thoſe, who deſigned not 

but their-ruin. The Biſhop beholding a company of grave venera- 
ble Perſons, to the number of fifty, thus before him, roſe up, and 
with tears in -his eyes asked them, what hard fate had driven them 
thicher. They —_—y him to take his Chair, told him, that 
they had been wounded by the fury and malice of Theophilus, and 
deſired his help to cure them, .unleſs he alſo ſhould refuſe to medi- 
ate on their behalf : Which if he ſhould, as other Biſhops had done, 
either out of fear or favour to Theophilus, they had no other way 
left them, but to addreſs to the Emperor, where they muſt be forc'd 
to publiſh his vile and unwarrantable doings to the ſcandal of the 
Church : If therefore he had any regard to the Churches Reputa- 
tion, he ſhould perſwade him to ſuffer them to return, and dwell 
quietly in their own Countrey, they having neither offended him, 
nor violated the Laws of their Religion. Chry/o/fom willingly un- 
dertook- in due-time to intercede for them, and in the mean time 
aſſigned them lodgings royang to the Church called Azaſftsſia, 
where - partly.by their own hand-labour, partly -by the Charity of 
others, and eſpecially 0/ympias, they were ſupplyed with all necel- 
fary Proviſions and Accommodations. But though-Chry/oftor treat- 
cd them with great humanity, and permitted them to come to the 
publick prayers, yet would he not communicate with them, till 
their Cauſe had been heard and tryed. Nor did they want _— 

an 
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a nd aſſiſtance at Court = ; for having made known their caie to the , FRE 
Empreſs, ſhe entertained them with ſingular reſpe&t, and eſpying jr. ce. 


them as ſhe paſs'd throngh the Street, commanded the Chariot to 
ſtop, and looking out bow'd to them, and defired their bleſſing, and 
that they would pray for the Emperor, for her felf and Children, 
and for the happineſs of the Empire, affuring them ſhe would take 
care, that a Synod ſhould be ſhortly called, and that Theophilus ſhould 
be ſummoned to it. 

VIL. By this time Meſſengers were arrived from A/exanz;a, whont 
Theophilus had fent to mantrage his Cauſe, and to make an intereſt for 
him wich the Governors rhat were to be ſent into /Ezypr. Chry/oftom 
femt for them to come to him, enquiring of them whether the 
knew the Monks that were then in Town : They replyed, they tid, 
and confeſſed they had tad hard meaſare,burt pray*dthat whatever kind- 
neſs elſe he might ſhew them, he would not out of reſpe& to The- 
vphilus admit them to Communion. Hereupon he wrote in their be- 
half ro Theophilus, that he would recal the men, and receive them 
into favour. This 7h-oph:lux refuſed, and ſent back Meiagent fur- 
niſhed with Libels of accuſation againſt them, and who might inſinu- 
are at Court ill ſuſpitions of them. The Monks perceived now all 
hopes of reconciliation deſperate, and therefore taking ſome Perſons 
of Quality along with them, they went tothe Biſhop, and having 
with an Anthems renounced the Origenian Herelie, delivered into 
his hands a Libel, containing an account of Theophilus his Tyranni- 
cal proceedings, with other Artictes of impeachment which they 

vein againſt him. Chr»/oftom both by himſelf and other Biſhops 

iſſwaded them from this way,adviſing them to ſuppreſs their Charge, 
-and wrote a ſecond time to Theophilus, to let him know what t 
Monks had done, deſiring him tb write back what he thought belt 
to be done in this matter, for that he could not prevail with the 
Monks to lay down their charge, or keep thetn from exhibiting their 
wMAplaints at Court. The man was nettled to the quick, and though 
he made a ſhift to ſtifle the height of his reſentment, could not for- 
bear to give a taſt of it in this tart Letter, OI he ſent back to 
Chryſoftom. T1 ſuppoſe your are not ignorant of the Canons of the Nicene 
oe which Jopne hat no Biſhop fall {bs Canſes out þ his own Tn- 
Pſditt ion. TF you know not this, then learn it, ahd ceaſe to receive Libels 

ainff me. For if 1 muſt be jndg'd, it's mnch fitter it ſhould be done by 

ſhops in Fgypt, than by them, who are LXXV. days Journey diſtant 
from ns. Chryſoftom receiv'dthe Letter, and laid itby, and perſwaded 
both Parties to agree, who yet, as it commonly happens in ſuch ca- 
. ks, went both of them away diſſatisfied and diſcontented. All which 
7 relating to thele Origenift-Monks, were tranſafted 4». 
CCCC. and the following year, what further enſued upon it, ſhall 
be related in its due time and place. 


o 
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His Afts from the Tryal of Antoninus till the (ombination made 
againſt him by Antiochus and others, 


The impeachment of Antoninus iz 4 Convention of Biſhops at Conſtan- 
tinople. The Articles exhibited againſt him. Chryloſtom's endea- 
wour to compoſe the buſineſs, ' Antonine's denial of the Charge. Chry- 
ſoſtom's reſolution to go and judge the Cauſe at Ephelus; connter- 
randed by an order from Court. Commiſſioners ſent into- Alla to ex- 
amine matters. The foul juglings of Euſebius tbe Plaintiff and Pro- 
ſecutor. The death of Antonine, Chryſoſtom deſired by the Clergy 
of Epheſus to come thither, and ſettle their Aﬀairs. His Fourney to 
Epheſus, and the Synod holden there. The Examination of the Cafe 
of Antonine, ard others concerned with him. The Synodal dctermi- 
uation of this matter.” Heraclides ordained by Chryſoſtom 70 the See 
of Epheſus. Gerontius of Nicomedia depoſed, and why. What 
number of Biſhops depoſed by Chryſoſtom in this Viſitation. The in- 
ſolence of the Arians at Conſtantinople. Chryſoſtom's introducing 
Antiphonal Hymns, and ſolemn Proceſſions in oppoſition to them. 
The tumult"rais*d by the Arians, Their meetings prohibited by Pro- 
clamation. Chryloſtom's endeavour to reduce the Goths to the Ca- 
tholick Faith. His care to plant the Goſpel in Scythia, and to rout 
Paganiſm in Phconicia, 

I HILE Chry/oftowwwas thus taken up, an Accident hap- 

ned, that engaged him ina Journey as far as Epheſus, 
the. occaſion whereof muſt be fetcht from the foregoing 


» P4ll4d.c.13. year. Ann. CCCXCIX, about the time of Gaines his inſurreQion at 


Þ. 125» 


Conſtantinople, ſeveral Aſian Biſhops ® came to Town, where they 
met with T heotimus of Scythia, Ammon of Thrace, and Arabianus of 
Galatia, in all to the number of XXII. , They frequently convened 
about ſeveral important Afﬀairs of the Church, when Euſcbins Bi- 
ſhop of YValentinople ſtart up, and delivered a Libel of accuſation _ 
ſcribed to Chryſoftom and the Synod, againſt Arntoninus Biſhop of E- 
pheſus, the Charge conſiſting of ſeven Articles. I. That he had 
melted down the Church-plate, and put out the Money in his Son's 
name. II. That he had taken away a piece of Marble from the door 
of the Baptiſterium, and had plac'd it in his own Bath. II. Thar 
he had made uſe of ſome Columns, that had lyen ſeveral years for 
the uſe of the Church, and had ſet them up in his own Dining- 
room. IV. That a Youth whom he kept had killd a man, and yet 
he retained him in his Service, as if he had been blameleſs and in- 
nocent. V. That he had ſold the Farms which Baſiliza the Em- 
peror J-lia's Mother had beſtow'd upon that Church, and kept the 
Money to himſelf. VI.> That after he had put away his Wife, he 
lived with her again, and had Children by her. VII. That it had 
been his Rule and Cuſtom, to ſell the Ordination of Biſhops at a ſet 
rate, as men ſell their Lands. And that both he that ordained, o_ 
| | they 
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' they who had been thus ordained, were preſent ; and that he was 
ready to make proof of all the Articles he had given in, Chryſoftoms 
unwilling the matter ſhould be blown abroad, told E»ſcb::ss, that 
ſuch hot and haſty Charges very often wanted ſufficient proof, and 
therefore he intreated him to deſiſt, and what real grievances there 
were, they would take care to remove them. But the man was not 
ſo to be taken oft, he ſtormed the more againſt the Biſhop of &phe- 
ſ#, and reſolved to purſue his Charge, Whereupon Chry/)toms be- 
ſought Paul Biſhop of Heraclia, who ſeemed to take Antoninu his 
part, to endeavour to make them Friends. And fo riſing up, the 
Aſſembly went to Church, it being the time of the publick devori- 
ons. Chryſ»/tom having bleſs'd the People, fat down with the other 
Biſhops, when E»{<bius coming in, delivered him another Libel of 
the ſame charge before the whole Congregation, conjuring him by 
all that was dear and facred, and by the life and ſafety of the Prince, 
that he would proceed in it, which he urged with that extreme ve- 
hemency, that the People thought he had been importuning the Bi- 
ſhop to intercede with the Emperor for his Life. Chr1/fom: to pre- 
vent any further diſturbance, took the Libel, and rhe Leſſons being 
read, he was not willing in ſuch a hurry and diſturbance of thoughts 
to approach the holy Myſteries, and therefore defired Par/vphins Bi- 
ſhop of P:{idia to finiſh. the remainder of the Service, while he and 
the reſt of the Biſhops went out. 

Il. T H E People were now diſmiſt, and Chry/oftom and the reſt 
taking their places in the Bapri/fery, called for Euſcbius, and renewed 
to him his former motion, adding, that if he did know things where- 
of he might accuſe him (for as they would not reject him, if he 
defired it, ſo neither would they force him to it, if he had not a 
mind to it) he ſhould conſider what was moſt fit to be done before 
the Accuſation was read ; for after it was once publiſh'd, and ſpread 
abroad, and entered upon the Regiſter, he could not then recede or 
be diſcharg'd. Burt he perliſting in his Reſolution, the Libel was read 
in every Article, Which done, the ſenior Biſhops moved the Preſident, 
that though all the Articles were bad enough, yet that for the gain- 
ing of time, they might inſiſt only upon the moſt Capital, the Charge 
of Simony, and if that was made good, there would be little reaſon 
to diſpute the other. This was agreed to, ſo the Tryal began, and 
Chryſoſtom ask'd Antoninus, what he could ſay for himſelf ? He ſtout- 
ly denyed the Charge, and the Biſhops that were challeng'd fo to 
have procured their Conſecration, being likewiſe interrogated, de- 
nyed the Fatt. Eight hours were ſpent in canvaling the cafe pro and 
con, when at laſt - Witneſſes were call'd for, who were pretended 
to have been preſent when the Money was paid. But the moſt ma- 
terial Evidences were not there. Chryſoſtom therefore finding it would 
be a difficult matter to determine it at this diſtance, reſolved upon a 
Journey thither, that he might with more advantage examine things 
upon the place. Artoninus was ſtartled at this, he knew Chryſoftors 
to bea man of reſolution, and of a moſt equal and unbiaſt temper, 
and had no other way to prevent it, but by addreſſing himſelf to a 
uu man at Court, whoſe Eſtate in 4/z: he managed for him, be- 
exching him to procure Chry/o/fom's Journey to be ſtop*d, engaging 

that the Witneſſes ſhould be brought co Town, Immediately came 

| Ppp ; an 
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an Order from Court, 5 let Chry/oſtom know, that in this diſtrafted 
ſtate of Aﬀairs, his preſence could not well be ſpared, and that *was 
needleſs to take ſo long a Journey, when Witneſſes might be eaſily 
brought to Town. Glad was Aztoninus he had gain'd this point, 
knowing of what huge importance to his Aﬀairs the leaſt delay would 

- be, as furniſhing him with an opportunity to tamper with the Wir. 
nefſes, whom he doubted not either by his power or intereft to take 
off, This Chry/oftom was aware of, and therefore preſently ſummon- 
ing a Synod, they ordered three of their number to go out of hand 
into Aſiz, to take the Examination of Witneſſes, Syncletive Metro- 
politan of Trajanople, Hefychins Biſhop of Parinm, and Palladins of 
Helenople were the Perſons pitch*d on for this errand ; but Hc/1chine 
ſecretly favouring Arntonines, excus'd himſelf upon pretence of fick- 
neſs. Hypep.ea City of 4ſiz was the place appointed for the Com. 
miſfioners ſitting, as being neareſt to thoſe Perſons that were to ap- 
pear, and a power was given them, that whoſoever upon ſummons 
ſhould not appear within two months, ſhould ſtand excommunicate. 
The Commiſhoners being diſpatch'd, went to S2yr»a, and iſſued out 
their Warrants to ſignihe their arrival, citing all Perſons concerned 
of either party to appear at the place appointed. But they found 
fraud and foul dealing on all hands ; for the Proſecutors had been 
bribd off, and engagd by Oaths not to Proſecute, and hop'd to wea- 
ry out the Judges by delaying the Evidence, pretending they were 
not preſently to be found. The Commiſſioners calFd tor Euſcbius, 
and ask'd him how long it would be before his Witneſſes were rea- 
dy, and they would ſtay for them. He ſu poting they would not be 
able long to endure the extream heat of the ſeaſon, anſwered he 
would produce them within forty days, or be content to undergo the 
penalty inflited by the Canons. So they waited, while he pretend- 
ing to go ſeek his Witneſſes, fled diretly to Conſtantinople, and there 
conceald himſelf, and not appearing at the time prefix'd, the Com- 
miſfioners wrote to the Biſhops of 4/72, and denounc'd him Excom- 
municate. After which they ſtay'd thirty days longer, and none 
appearing, they returned back to Conſtantinople, where they met Eu- 
ſcbins, whom when they challeng'd with his perfhidious dealings, he 
pretended indiſpoſition and want of health, but promiſed that he 
would ſtill produce his Witneſſes. 

II. T H E Controverſie' was thus bandied up and down, when 
Antoninus the ſybje& of the quarrel, departed this Life, after whoſe 
death the Church of Epheſus was in a more deplorable caſe than be- 
fore, whereof the Clergy of that Church, and the neighbouring Bt- 
ſhops certified Chry/ofom, and beſought him to lay to his helping 
hand, which they did by this addreſs. For25mnch as heretofore we 
have been governed diſorderly, and contrary to the Rules and Canons made 
by the ancieut Fathers, we beſeech your reverence, that you would come 
down hither, and ſettle this ſo long afflifted and diſtrafted Church; the 
Arians infe/ting us on the one ſide, and the covetonſneſs and ambition of 
{ome of our own no leſs diſturbing #4 on the other. For there are agreat 
many that like ravenins Wolves lye at catch, and greedily endeavour by 
Bribes to invade and nſurp this See. This Letter found C hryſ-ſtom in 
10 good ſtate of health, and the Winter-ſeaſon (for ſuch it now was, 
it being the latter end of the year, CCCXCIX.Y rendered him = 
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leſs unfit for ſuch a Journey. But reſolving to make all private and 
perſonal Conſiderations ſtoop to the publick Intereſt, he took ſhip- 
ing, and after a very dangerous paſſage came to 4pamia, where 
Puladins, Cyrinus and Pan/us, whom he had choſen for the Compa- 
nions of his Journey, waited his arrival. Hence they went on foot 
ro Epheſus, whitcher he ſent for the Biſhops of L yaia, Caria, and the 
proconſular Aliz, though there lirtle needed any formal Summons, ſe- 
veral flocking thither meerly to enjoy the Company and Converfſa- 
tion of this great man. There met to the number of LXX. Biſhops, 
with whom he entered into conſultation about the ſtate of thoſe 
Churches. To this Synod came Euſcbizs of Yalentinople, the late 
fierce accuſer of Axton:nus, humbly petitioning, that he might be 
reſtored to Communion. Many of the Synod were againſt it, plead- 
ing, that he had been thrown out for calumny and detraQtion. Bur 
he pre{(s'd his ſuit, and told them, that for as much as the Cauſe had 
been under debate for almoſt two years, and that the delay of the 
Witneſſes had been the only reaſon that had hindered it from coming 
toafinal iſſue, he beſought them now to examine the Wirnefles, who 
were ready to appear. And although Art0nins, who had taken the 
Bribes was dead, yet the Perſons that had given them, and been or- 
dained upon it, were ſtill alive. The Synod agreed to take the bu- 
fineſs under conſideration, and the Regiſters were produc'd, and the 
whole Proceedings read before them. Then the Witneſſes were 
brought in, and the Perſons charg'd with Simony cited, who at firſt 
denyed it, till the Witneſſes (who were not only Lay-men and Wo- 
men, but Presbyters, their own Friends and Confidents) depoſing as 
ro time and place, and the Sums paid, and the very /peczes of the 
Money, their conſciences would ſuffer them to ſtand out no longer ; 
they confelsd they had given ſuch Summs, but pleaded, that they 
took it to be the Cuſtom 1o to do, and that they muſt do it to be 
free from the proceedings of the Courts ; that it it might be grant- 
ed; they delird to be continued in the Service of the Church ; if 
not, that they might at leaſt have their Money return'd them, ſome 
of them having parted with the Money and Furniture that belong'd 
to their Wives and Family. As to their being diſcharged in Court 
Chryſoſtom undertook it, promiſing the Synod he would intercede 
with the Emperor, whereupon the Council ordered that Aztoninus 
his Heirs ſhould make Reſtitution :: And as for themſclves, they 
ſhould have liberty to Communicate within 'the Chancel, but ſhould 
be, and be look'd upon only as Perſons that had once been Biſhops. 
They bzing depos'd, others who were men of parts and integrity 
were planted in their rooms, who yet about four years after, when 
Chryſoſtom's Aﬀairs went down the wind, were ejected, and the for- 
mer brought in again. In the See of Epheſus they plac'd Heratli- 
des, by birth a Cypriot, who had been heretofore a Monk at Mount 
Nitria in Ag ypt, and Chryſoftow's Arch-deacon at Conſtantinople ever 
fince he came thither, a man of approved learning, and a molt ſtrit 
life, but who upon the turn of Afﬀairs was ejetted, and impriſoned, 
and a ſervile Eunuch belonging to Vitor the Tribune, a man of bad 
Principles, and worſe Morals, being of a moſt debauch*d diffolute 
Life, thruſt into his room. He depos'd * likewiſe Geroztins Biſhop 
of Nicamedia, who had ſtrangely bewitcl'd the afteCtions of that 
Ppp2 People. 
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People. This Gerontins had {ome time been Deacon under S. FRE 
breſear Milan, where ſtudying or —_— to ſtudy the Art NVa- 
gick, upon a frivolous ſtory he told of his encounter with an Fyp,.- 


/a' or Spetfrum, he was conhin'd by S. Ambroſe, till he had given ſa- 


tisfaction, He lighting the Biſhop, left Milan, and went to Cop ftan 
zinople, and being a man of parts, witty, eloquent, and admirably 
SkilPd in Phyſick, quickly wrought himſelf ſo far in with fome at 
Court, that he was preferr'd Biſhop of Nyicomedia. S. Ambroſe wrote 
to Net#arius Biſhop of Conſtantinople about the man, but he could do 
nothing in it, the People not enduring any other ; nor could any 
thing be effetted in it, till Chry/oftom being in theſe parts depos'd him, 
and ordained Panſophivs, who had been Tutor to the Empreſs, 2 
meek and pious man, Bithop of that place. But the People were hor- 
ribly diſcontented at it, even to rage and madneſs,they did nothing bur 
recount his praiſes, and the benetits they had received by him, and 
as men are wont to do im ſome dreadful Calamity, ran up and down 
the ſtreets both there andat Conſtantinople, linging Hymns, and Sup- 
plications,that they might have him for their Biſhop. 1 he Synod being 
diſſolved, Chry/o/torr left theſe parts, having depos'd in all ſix Biſhops, 
which the malice of his Enemies afterwards improved to lixteen ; 
and though Sozomez lays there were thirteen, yet 'tis much more 
reaſonable to believe Paladins, who was preſent at the whole tran: 
action from firſt to laſt, and appeals to the publick Records for the 
truth of it. 

IV. CHRTSOSTOM at his return to Conſtantinople, was re- 
ceived with great demonſtrations of rejoycing by the People, which 
he mens cher the next day in an Oration ? to them, wherein he 


their own way, and to that end compoſed certain Hymns containing 
the Catholick Doftrine, which he delivered to his People to be ſung 
the ſame night. And that the buſineſs might be manag'd with the 
greater Pomp and Solemnity, Croſſes of Silver were made at the Em- 
preſſes Charge, and lighted Torches born before them, and Bri/o the 
Empreſſes own Eunuch as Precentor walked before the Company. A 


good deſign, but it had a bad effeQt, For the 4rians finding _ 
elves 


thn 
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ſelves thus out-done both in number and ſplendor, fell upon the Ca- 
tholicks in their Proceſſion, in which confli& ſome were {lain on both 
lides, and Br//o himſelf .dangerouſly wounded in the Forehead. To 
prevent which diſorders, Ar/cadivs forbad the Arians to aſſemble in 
this manner, and left the Catholicks in the ſole poſſe Hon of this wav 
of Antiphonal Proceſſion, a cuſtom which continued many years af- 
ter. The Arians had been reſtrained herein ſome years betore, as ap- 
pears by a Law * of Arcadins, made Ann. CCCXCVI. to ſeize upon 
all places of Religious Aſſemblies held by all forts of Hereticks, and 
to adjudge them to the Exchequer, that none of their Clergy ſhould 
inhabit within the City, nor any of themſelves aſſemble either by 
night or day to make their publick Leranies or Supplications; and 
this under the, penalty of an hundred pounds of Gold to be inflifted 
upon the City-provoſt, if he permitted it. But this Law being 
general, the Ar:ans it ſeems reckoned not themſelves fo particularly 
concern'd in it, but that they ſoon after revived their Cuſtom, till it 
was now put down by a particular Prohibition. 

V. NOR did Chry/oftonrs pious care herein ftop here. He found the 
Nation. of the Gozhs f miſerably overcome with Ariazi/mz, which he 
endeavoured to cure by this method, He ordained ſome of that 


Country Readers, Deacons and Presbyters, and aſſign'd them a 


Church within the City, by whoſe induſtry he reclaim'd many to 
the Catholick Church. And that his deſign might ſucceed better, 
he himſelf went often and preacht there, making ufe of an Interpre- 
ter co convey his Diſcourſe to: the People, and prevailed with the 
moſt eloquent Preachers about the Town to do the like. And under- 
ſtanding that the Scythian Nomade that dwelt beyond [fer were great- 
ly diſpos'd to entertain the Goſpel, but were deſtitute of any to 
preach it to them, he procured Perſons to undertake that work, and 
wrote to the Biſhops that bordered upon thoſe parts to affiſt in it, 
and furniſh out fit Perſons, who might carry on the Converſion of 
thoſe Countries. It griev'd him not a little, when he was told that 
even in Phexicia, a Countrey that lay within the heart of the Em- 
pire, Pagan Idolatry was (till the Paramount I - For thERe- 
formation whereof he engaged a Company of zealous Monks, whom 
he ſent into thoſe parts, and that they might not go without the 
Royal Anthority, he procured an EdiQt from the Emperor, impow- 
ring them to pull down and deſtroy all the Pagan Temples. And be- 
cauſe *twas a matter of Charge as well as Difficulty, he did not 
think fit to burden the Exchequer with it, but perſwaded ſeveral 
rich and pious Matrons to furniſh out the Expences at their own 
Charge. But though for the preſent things ſucceeded well, yer not 
long after the Geztiles made Head againſt them, defended their Tem- 
ples, and ſlew many of the Monks, and wounded more. The exa&t 
time of his ſetting on foot this excellent deſign I cannot preciſely fix ; 
though whether it was done 4A»». CCCC. or immediately upon his 
advancement to the See of Conſtantinople, is not very material to en- 
quire, 


"Fre. lib. 15, 
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SECT. Vs 


His Afts from the Combination of Antiochus, Severian, &c, 


t Soy, |. 6. 


till his being depos'd by Theophilus. 


Antiochus and Severianus who. Chryloſftom's great kindneſs to, and 


confidence tn Severianus. Quarrels between Severianus and Serapio 
Chryſoſtom*s Arch-deacon. The Caſe heard in a Synod. Conteſts be. 
tween Chryloſtom and Severianus wpor this account. Severianus 4i/- 
miſt Clannanla Reconciled to Chryſoſtom by the means of the 
Empreſs. Severianus, Antiochus, Acacius of Beroea, ard Iſaac con 
bine againſt Chryſoſtom. Their conſult how to manage their Plex. 
Their engaging Theophilus of Alexandria ix the Confederacy. The 
Suitableneſs of Circumſtances to bring him in. Theophilus 7 lier 
to Conſtantinople, The Empreſs Eudoxia?s diſpleaſure againſt Chry- 
ſoſtom, whence, The temper of that Princeſs, Theophilus's arrival, 
His ſhunning all Converſe with Chryloſtom. His firſt aitings, and 
procuring fit Inſtruments for the proſecution of his deſigns. 1he Sy. 
od at the Oak holdez by Theophilus. The Perſons chiefly ative 
in that Synod.. 4A Charge of XXIX. Articles given in againſt Chry- 
ſoſtom. A Convention of Chryſoſtom with the Biſhops of his Party, 
His excellent diſcourſe to them. A Summons to him to appear at the 
Synod. The ſeveral Anſwers return'd by him and his Biſhops to that 
Summons. Another Summons. Chryloſtom”s anſwer. Which of the 
Articles inſiſted on by the Synod. XVII. Additional Articles delivered 
in. The moſt material of them repreſented. Tudgment demanded and 
paſs'd againſt Chryſoſtom, Ax account of it ſent the Emperor, who 
ratifics the Seatence. Theophilus reconcild to the AEgyptian Monks, 
An account of the death and burial of Dioſcorus and Ammonius. The- 
ophilus*s coverſing with Origen's works, notwithſtanding his clamours 
againſt them, 


But now the ſtorm began to ga- 
It hapned * 


I A conniem the good man had gone on without any 


conſiderable oppoſition. 
ther, which at laſt poured down upon him. 


c. 11.9. 316. that two Syrian Biſhops reſided for ſome time at Conſtantinople, An- 


$970m,. l. 8. 
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tiochus Biſhop of Prolemais'in Phanicia, and Severianus of Gabala a 
Port-town in Czlo/5ria not far from Laodicea, both of them learned 
and eloquent men. 
and preach'd with ſingular applauſe in the City, and: had made no 
little advantage by it to himſelf, Encouraged by his example came 
Severianus, who though he wanted the others {oft and nimble pro- 


Antiochus had a very nimble and voluble tongue, 


. nuntiation (for his Syriac Diale& added a kind of unpleafing harſh- 


neſs to his Speech) yet he made it up in the gravity of his Senten- 
ces, and his profound expoſition of Scripture. He was welcome to 
Chryſoſtom (whom he courted even to flattery) and by the conſtan- 
cy and accuracy of his Sermons, recommended himſelf to all the 
Grandees about Court and City, and to the Emperor himſelf, and 


taking 
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taking the opportunity of Chr;/oftow's abſence, when he was at E- 
pteſus, endeavoured much more to ſtrengthen and ſecure his Inte- 
reſt, though Chry/o/foms had admitted him to that degree of Friend- 
ſhip, as to intruſt him with the care and inſpeQion of his Church 
during his abſence, which the other was wiſe enough to improve 
to his own advantage. Serapio Deacon of the Church at Conſtanti- 
zople, watched all his motions, and failed not to advertize Chry/oftom 
of every paſſage, but being a man proud and paſſionate, and bear- 
iog himſelf high upon the Biſhop's favour, he helpt to bring his 
Enemies faſter upon him, as it hapned in this very Caſe. For not 
long after Chr;ſo/tow's return » Severian accidently paſſing by, . Sera- 
pio fat ſtill, and refuſed to give him the reſpeCt uſually paid to Bi- 
ſhops, intending it as a publick affront to him. Severian reſented it 
accordingly,and without further deliberation took upon him to depoſe 
him from his Deaconſhip, and expel him out of the Cnurch, and 
in his paſſion, ſaid, if Serapio dye 4 Chriſtian, then Chriſt never be- 
came man, Of this Serapio immediately complained to Chryſoſtom, 
who thereupon convened a meeting of his Biſhops and Clergy ; 
where the caſe was brought under examination. As to the irreve- 
rence, Serapio excus'd himſelf, proteſting he did not ſee Severian, and 
produc'd Witneſſes to atteſt it. Whereupon he was acquitted by the 
Aſſembly, who alſo interceded with Sewver/an for a reconciliation, and 
Chryſoſtom that he might ſhew how ready he was to give any reaſon- 
able ſatisfation, ſuſpended Serapio from his Office for the ſpace of a 
Week. As for the words ſpoken by Severian, which Serapio proved 
before the Aſſembly, ſome of his Friends pleaded for him, that his 
Enemies mangled his words, and ſuppreſſing the former part, charg'd 
him with aſſerting, that Chriſt was never made man ; — on 
anſwered, that taking the whole together, *rwas bad enough, for 
though Serapio ſhould, or ſhould not dye a Chriftian, yet it followed 
not thence, that Chriſt was not made man. After all, the meeting 
came to no Concluſion, Severian was obſtinate, and would comply 
with nothing, unleſs Serapio were not only put from his Office, but 
excluded all Communion. Whereupon Chry/otom roſe up in ſome 
heat, and bad the Biſhops judge the Cauſe, for that for his part he 
would meddle no further in it. But with him they all roſe up, and 
went away, and ſo the Confiſtory broke up, with ſome refleion 
upon Severian, for his unreaſonable obſtinacy and perverſeneſs. Soon 
after Chry/oſtoms advis'd him to be gone home, ſending him this Meſ- 
ſage, that it was not fit that he ſhould ſo notoriouſly negle& his 
Charge, and that the Church committed to him ſhould for ſo long 
a time be deſtitute of the care and preſence of its Biſhop ; that there- 
fore he ſhould immediately return thither, and improve the Talents 
and Abilities God had given him in his own Sphere and Station, 
With which fmart admonition he left Conſtantinople. The Empreſs 
Eudoxia was angry at what was done, and ſent for Severian, who 
was retired to Chalcedon, to come back, but Chryſo/fom refuſed any 
converſe with him, till the Empreſs being reſolved to make Peace, 
took up the young Prince Theodoſivs, Chryſoſtom*s God-lon, and car- 
Trying him in her Arms into the Church, lay'd him down at the Bi- 
ſhop's feer, and for his ſake beſought him to be Friends with Seve- 
rian, Which at laſt ſhe obtained, Chryſ»fom hereupon made an Ora- 
tion 
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tion » to the People to diſpoſe their minds towards Seweriar, and the 
next day Severiay himſelf made another * in commendation of Peace, 
and particularly that Reconcihation that was now made between 
them. 

Il. BUT whatever Severiaz might do to ſerve a preſent Intereſt, 
tis plain his Friendſhip was but pretended. For foon after he en- 
tred ! into a Combination with Antiochns, and Iſaac, a turbulent and 
ill natur'd Archimanarite againſt Chryſoſtow. With them joyned 4:;- 
cius Biſhop of Ber.ea, on no other provocation, than that coming to 
Conſtantinople, and wanting a convenient Lodging, he was angry that 
Chry/{o/tom had lighted him, and not given him entertainment, and 
he could not forbear to expreſs his reſentment to ſome of Chry/e/ftom's 
own Clergy, telling them in Language proper enough to the occafi- 
on, I will ſeaſon his pot for him. Thele four laid their heads together 
how to manage their deſigns againſt him. And firſt they ſent Spies 
to Azitiocb, to hunt after the miſcarriages of his younger days, but 
finding nothing there upon the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny they could make, 
they bethought themſelves of Theophilus at Alexandria, who they 
knew bore no good will to Chry/oſtom, and who had a head fitted to 
contrive and carry on ſuch deſigns. To him they write about it,who 
reccived the meſſage with both hands, as an opportunity he had long 
wiſhed for of venting his ſpleen againſt him, encreas'd of late by 
the favour Chry/oſtom had ſhew'd to the Monks whom he had driven 
out of Azypr, and whom it was reported Chry/oſtom had not only 
been otherwiſe very kind to, but that he had admitted them to Com- 
munion. And as if there had been a conſpiracy of Accidents as well 
as Perſons, his affairs at this time ſeemed to lye fair for ſuch a pur- 
poſe. For having Synodically condemned the Origenian Herelie (as 
they then called it) and procured Epiphanims to do the like in a Coun- 
cil in Cyprus, he had engaged that good old man to carry the Decrees 
to Conſtantinople, and to {ollicit Chry/oſtom to enter into this quarrel, 
and to proſecute the A:7yprian Monks (whom they unjuſtly charged 
with Origeniſm) bur with what ſucceſs, has been related 1n its pro- 
per place. Chry/oſtom had in vain mediated with Theophilus on their 
behalf, whereupon they had impeached him, and he recriminated up- 
on them, and had ſent his Legates to Conſtantinople to manage his 
Cauſe againſt them. . The Origenian Monks growing weary of delays, 
petitioned the Empreſs, that the Libels which the adverſe Party had 
preferred againſt them to the Provoſt of the City might be examined, 
that Theophilus might be ſummon'd, and undergoe his Tryal, and that 
his Meſſengers might either prove their Charge, or fuffer the Penal- 
ties in that caſe provided againſt falſe Acculers. This requeſt was 
thought reaſonable, and in purſuance of it Elaphizs a great Officer at 
Court was diſpatched with Orders to Alexandria to bring up T heophi- 
lus. The Judges in the mean time proceeded in the Cauſe of his 
Legates, who had accuſed the Monks, and the Legates being found 
guilty of _ and Subornation , and ſeeing themſelves expoſed 
to the preſent laſh of the Laws, threw the whole blame upon T he- 


ophilus as the ſole Author and Contriver of it, and were thereupon 
caſt into Priſon, where ſome of them dyed, others after his arrival 
were by his intereſt baniſhed into Preconeſſs. 


NI, WHILE 
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" Il WHILE theſe things were tranſating, Chry/o/tom began to 
loſe ground at Court, eſpecially with the ——_ / xe DH, who = p;4. Zr; 
in a manner intirely ſwayed Arcadizs. Daughter ſhe was to Bauto, 4 5 t- 799+ 
who was a Frank by birth, 'and General under Gratia» in the Weſt, 
and Conſul together with Arcadins, Apyy. CCCLXXXV. ſhe inherited 
the ſpirit of her Countrey, having (as Hiſtorians particularly note) 
a great deal of BuzCupnyy paoGs in her temper ; haughty, fierce, cru- 
el, and revengeful, a Woman of a quite difterent make from the 
ſoft and ealie temper of her Husband ; the ſad effeAs whereof fell 
heavy upon our good Bulhop. By ſome » ſhe is ſaid to have taken ,;,,,.,..: 
Offence at his over-free reproving her unjuſt diſpoſſeſſing the Widow «. 14. p. 38t. 
Callitrope of her Vineyard, which yet he left not off, till ſhe had 
reſtored it. By others *, that reſenting a Plot which he ſuppoſed ſhe « gs. r. 6. 
had laid with Epiphanivs againkk him, he ſoon after made a very « 15. p. 32t. 
ſharp laveCtive againſk Women, and, if it be true what ſome add, yr te 
drop'd ſome tart refleQions upon Jezabel, and the Prieſts whom ſhe © ©” 
fed at her Table. There were thoſe at Church that took Notes, 
which they carried to the Empreſs, who preſently applyed them to 
her ſelf, and complained to the Emperor of the publick aftront of- 
fered to her. Beſides, the main of the diſcourſe being general, moſt 
of the great Ladies aboat the Town reckoned themſelves concerned 
in it. They had a pique againſt him before for the ſevere and im- 
partial reproofs, which he was wont upon all occafions to ſcatter a- | 
mongſt them. For *ewas his cuſtom © both publickly, and in his pri- © P«#«4. c. 8; 
vate viſits from Houſe to Houſe, ſmartly to. chide the more aged Wi- * ©* 
dows and Matrons for their light airy dreſſes, as an unſeemly and 
meretricious Garb, anda vain attempt to make themſelves ſeem young 
again. Nor were Severiaz and his Party backwards to blow up the 
Coals, knowing how powerfully theſe Ladies would draw on their 
Husbands. An eafie way was by this means made for the reception 
of Theophilus, who now ſtood fair to.appear more bke a Judge than 
2 Criminal. He was at this time upon his Journey, and though the 
Emperor's command at firſt (which *tis probable he might afterwards 
alter) was, that he ſhould come alone 4, yet did he all the way both * cin. xoit: 
by ſpeeches and meſſages follicit as many Biſhops as he could to go 4791 7: 4: 
with him to Conſtantinople, dgligning from the very firſt to pack a * 7” 
Synod, and depoſe Chry/oſfom.. Arriving at the City, (whither af. 
ter many delays he came 4». CCCCLIIL) he went © on ſhoar, the * xt. id. 
greateſt part of his retinue being made up of Mariners, who were ;. da 
come with the Corn-fleet from Alexandria, who came to meet him, $, « 17. 
and welcomed his arrival with joyful ſhouts and acclamations. Land- 
ing, he went not, as the Cuſtom was, inko the Church to pay his 
Devotions to God, nor to wait upon the Biſhop, and though Chryſo- 
{tom had prepared Lodgings for him and his Company in the Biſbops 
Pallace, and did more than once and again invite him thither, as he 
had done thoſe that arrived before him, yet he refuſed iz, and paſ- 
ſing by the very Church-door, went into the Suburbs, aad had his 
apartment in one of the Emperor's Houſes called P/acidiava, prepar'd 
it ſeems on purpoſe for him. | | 

IV. HERE he remained three weeks f, in all which timehe ,,, 4... 
Youchſafed not ſo much as once to honour Chry/o/tow with any att of & chyſu; © 
common Civility, much lefs Chriſtian Communion, His whole time /% cite 
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mand one John a Monk had been beaten, and hurried away, and 


he ſpent in forming his deſign, and making Parties, which he did 
by accommodating himſelf to mens different humours and intereſts. 
Some he brib'd by liberal Preſents, others that were more inclined 
to Epicuriſm, he treated at a plentiful Table, others he courted by 
flatteries and commendations, others he tempted with hopes of higher 
Preferments. And without _y any notice of Chryſoſfom (as if the 
See had been aftually void) he fent for his Arch-deacon, and by 
him endeavoured to bring over the Clergy to him. So that the Ciry 
Churches began to be empty, and the Clergy were brought daily to 
him, and perſwaded to accuſe their Biſhop, and exhibit Libels againſt 
him. Two more eſpecially he met with, fit inftruments for his 
purpoſe, who had been turned out by Chry/oſtom for the moſt enor- 
mous Offences, the one for Murder, the other for Adultery ; theſe 
he inſtructed how to bring in their Charge, promiſing them (znd 
he was as good as his word) that he would in due time reſtore them 
to their Station in the Miniſtry. All this while Chry/oftowr was at 2 
ſtand what to do, he treated him with mild and obliging Meſlages, 
and deſired to know what he meant by theſe turbulent courſes, bur 
in yain : On the other hand he was mightily importun'd by 7 heoph;- 
lus his Accuſers, to proceed judicially againſt him, the Emperor 
himſelf ſending for him, and commanding him to go to Theophilus, 
and there to examine the Cauſes, and hear the moſt heavy Crimes 
that were charg*d upon him. But he xemembred the Canons, which 
Theophilus's Letters had alſo put him in mind of,that Eccleſiaftical mar- 
ters were to be judg'd within their own Provinces, and were not to 
be drawn before a Forreign Judicature, and was therefore unwilling 
to meddle in it. 

V. THEOP HIL US had now ripened his deſign, and having 
got a competent number of Biſhops about him, XLV. in all (though 
others ſay butXXXVI.)whereof XXIX.came out of /#£gpr,the reſt from 
other places, and among them eſpecially thoſe 4ſ4z Biſhops whom 
Chryſoſtom had depos'd, they reſolved to enter immediately upon a Sy- 
nodal Convention. The place 8 appointed for the Synod was over the 
Water at Chalcedon, a Countrey Houſe (famous for a remarkable 
Oak, thence ?tis called the Synod ad Quercum) belonging to Ry{- 
»4s, 4 man of Conſular Dignity, who had built here a noble Palace, 
a large Church dedicated to S. Peter and S. Paul, (thence ſtyPd Apo 
ftoleum) and a Monaſtery adjoyning, the Monks whereof were to at: 
tend the ſervice bf the Church. Here they met, the chief of them 
being Theophilus, Acacius of Beroea, Antiochus of Prolemais, Severi- 
anus Of Gabala, and Cyrinus of Chalcedon, all profels'd Enemies to 
Chryſoſtom. The principal Perſon that manag'd the Charge againſt 
Chryſoſtom was John, who had ſometimes been his Deacon, belides 
whom there came in as Witneſſes Arſacins Arch-Presbyter, Attics, 
Elpidins, Acacins, Presbyters, Eudemon and Oneſimus, The Synod 
being opened, the Charge againſt Chryſotom was exhibited angrread, 
conſiſting of no leſs than XXIX Articles as they are fumm'd up by 
Photius, whereby the Reader will ſee what an equal mixture pf ma- 
lice and folly there was in this Accuſation. I. That he had disgrac'd 
and eje&ted the forementioned Joh» for no other reaſon, than be- 
cauſe he had beaten his own Servant Ex/alius. II. That by his Com- 
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treated like a mad-man, being loaded with Irons. IIL That he had ſold 
a great part-of the rich Furniture and Ornaments belonging to the 
Church. 1V. That he had made Money of ſome pieces of Marble, 
which his Predecefſor Vearius had provided to beautifie the Church 
of S. Anaſtafia. V. That he ſpoke contemptibly of the Clergy, cal- 
ling them vile, corrupt, trifling Perſons, and good for nothing bur 
themſelves. VI. That he had called S. Epiphanims a doting man, and 
a little Fiend, VIL. That he had deviſed miſchief againſt Severiar, 
and had ſet up the Decar;, or Sextons againſt him. VIII. That he 
had written a whole Book ſtuſfed with nothing but Falſhoods and 
Calumnies againſt the Clergy. IX. That calling a Convention of 
his whole Clergy, he had Indifted three of his Deacons, Acaciwe, 
Edaphixs, and John, and had charged them , with ſtealing the Pall 
that he uſed to wear about his ſhoulders, inſinuating as if they had 
taken it to ſome unlawful uſe. X. That he had Ordain'd one Anro- 
nius Biſhop, who yet ſtood convitt of violating the Tombs and Mo- 
numents of the dead. XI. That ina mutiny of the Souldiers he had 
diſcovered and. betrayed Count Fohn. XII. That he was not wont to 
make his prayers either as he went to, nor at his entrance into the 
Church. XIIL That he Ordained Deacons and Presbyters in other 
places, and not within the Chancel. XIV. That he made four leve- 
ral Biſhops at one Ordination. XV, That he entertained Women, 
and conversd with them alone, all others being ſhut out of the 
Room. XVI. That by the hand of Theodulus he had fold the Patri- 
mony, which Thecla had left to the Church. XVII. That the Re- 
venues of the Church were diſpos'd of, and no man knew which 
way they went. XVIII That he had Ordained Serapi9» Presbyter, 
though at that time under a Charge and Accuſation. . XIX. That he 
had taken Perſons whom all the reſt of the World admitted to Com- 
munion, and at his arbitrary pleaſure had thrown them into Priſon, 
and when they dyed there, had negleCted them, and not taken ſo 
much care as that their Bodies ſhould be interr'd. XX. That he had 
calumniated the molt holy Biſhop Acacizs, without ſo much as admit- 
ting him to converſe,or giving a reaſon for it. XXI. That he committed 
Porphyrius a Presbyter to Eutropius to be baniſh'd. XXII. That he 
had likewiſe delivered up Yerenizs a Presbyter with all imaginable 
contempt and diſgrace. XXIII, That the Bath is prepar'd for him 
alone, and after he has done, Serapion cauſes the Bath to be ſhut up, 
ſo that none elſe may goin. XXIV. That he has Ordained ſeveral 
without Witneſſes or Teſtimoniak. XXV. That he uſes to eat and 
dine alone, and after the faſhion of the Cyclops leads a luxurious and 
intemperate Life. XXVI. That he himſelf is both Accuſer, Wit- 
neſs and Judge, as is evident in what they ſay he didn the Caſe of 
Martyrius the Arch-deacon, and of Prohereſis Biſhop of Lycia. 
XXVII. That he ſtruck Mamnon with his Fiſt in the Church of the 
Apoſtles, ſo that blood guſh'd out of his mouth, and yet went on to 
Conſecrate the holy Euchariſt. XXVIIH. That he was wont to be 
dreſs'd and undreſs'd upon the Biſhop's Throne, and there uſed to 
eat the little Cake (this was to prevent ſpitting after the reception 
of the Sacrament.) XXIX. That it was his cuſtom to give Money to 
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charg*d him with, as that he had adminiſtred the Sacrament after 
meals, and that he had ſlept with Women by his (ide, but whether 
theſe were infiſted on in the Council, does nor appear. The Articles 
being read, they reſolved next that Chry/o/tom ſhould be cited toan- 
ſwer to his Charge, whoſe carriage in this affair we come next to 
enquire into. 

VI C HRYSOST OM foreſeeing how things were like to go, 
had gathered about him all the Biſhops i of his Party that were about 
the Town, XL. in all, who were aſſembled in the great dining room 
of his Pallace, to whom he thus addreſs'd himſelf, © Brethren, be 
&© earneſt in ay” *ab and ſince you love our Lord Je/zs, let none of 
« you for my fake deſert his Charge : For, as 'twas 1n S. Pau/'s caſe, 
« I am ready to be fre, and the time of my departure ts at hand, Ma. 
* ny hardſhips I fee I muſt undergo, and then quit this troubleſome 
« life. For I know the ſubtlety of S4rax, who. cannot endure to be 
« daily tormented with my Preaching. Hereby you wall find mercy 
& your ſelves at the hands of God, only be mindful of me in your 
& Prayers. The whole Company was troubled at his diſcourſe, ſome 
burſt into tears, others who were not able to confine their paſſion 
within tears and filence, humbly kiſs'd him, and went out to give a 
freer vent to their ſorrow. The Afﬀembly was much diſturb'd, till 
calling them to their places, © Brethren, ſaid he, ſit down, and ceaſe 
© to weep, leſt you add more Aﬀfiition to my Grief : For to me to 
« live ts.Chriſt, and to dye is gain (this he ſaid upon occaſion of the ry- 
** mour then ſpread abroad, that for his obſtinacy and inflexibility 
© he was to loſe his Head) if your memories ſerve you, call t9 
* mind how I always told you, that this Jife is a way, wherein both 
© joyes and ſorrow march away with aquick pace. The Scene of things 
« before our eyes is like a Fair, where we buy, and ſell, and ſome. 
* times recreate and divert our ſelves. Are we better than the Pa- 
&« triarchs? Do we'excel the Prophets, and Apoſtles, that we ſhould 
« live here for ever? And when one of the Company with ſome 
paſſion told him, that they could not but bewail their fad condition, 
and the deſolation that attended them, who ſhould be left like Pu: 
pils and Orphans, the Church a Widow, the Laws trodden down, 
and all things expos'd to the pride and covetouſneſs of ungodly men, 
and to the Ambition of ſuch as would boldly invade the Government 
of the Church, that the poor would want their Guardian, and the 
Catholick Doftrine be deſerted ; the good Biſhop ſtriking more 
than once with the point of his right fore-finger upon the Palm of 
his left hand (as he was wont to do, when intent upon any ſerious 
matter) replyed, *tis enough, Brother, purſue the Argument no fur- 
* ther, however, as I requeſted, deſert not your Churches. And 
« for the DoQtrine of Chriſt, it began not with me, nor ſhall it die 
*withme. Did not Moſes die ? And did not Joſhua ſucceed him *? 
« Did not $amwel die? And was not David anointed in his ſtead ? 
* Jeremy departed this Life, and did he not leave Baruch behind 
* him? Elizs was taken up into Heaven, and did not the Prophetick 
&* Spirit reſt on Eliſha? Paul was beheaded, and left he not Timothy, 
* Titus, Apollo, and many more behind him ? Eulyſius Biſhop of Ap 
»ea anſwered, But if we keepour Churches, we ſhall be compel- 


led to communicate- and ſubſcribe ; to which he replied, commu- 
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nicate you may, that you make not a Schiſm in the Church, but ſub- 
{cribe not the Decrees ; for I am not conſcious,to my ſelf of having 
done any thing, for which I deſerve, to be depos'd, or turn'd our. 
VII. IN. the midſt of theſe diſcourſes word was brought,. there 
were Meſſengers at the door from, Theophilus and the Synod, they 
were Dioſcorus, and Paulus, two, young men, lately made Biſhops in 
Libya, who being brought in, and upon enquiry knownto be Bilhops, 
Chry{oſtom intreared them to fit down, and declare what errand ny 
came upon. They told him, they had only a brief Citation, - whic 
they deſired might be read. It was directed to Chry/oſtomr withour 
ſo much as giving him. the Title of Biſhop, . and being delivered to 
Theoph'liuss Clerk, was read in this form. The holy Synod aſſembled 
at th: Oak to John. We have received Libels of Accuſation againſt 
you, charging you with innumerable Crimes. Make haſt therefore to come 
hither, and bring along with you Sarapion and Tigrius, Presbyters, for 
whom there will be occaſion. This Summons being read, the whole 
Company were offended at it, but told the Biſhops that brought ir, 
they would return an anſwer. to Theophilus by Meflengers of their 
own, to whom they accordingly wrote to this effect. & Preſume 
© not to intrench upon and diſturb the Churches affairs, nor to con- 
« found Order ; rend not the Church, for which Chriſt came down 
« from Heaven. But if you will be ſo raſh and haſty, as to lay afide 
&« the Canons of the Nicene Council, and take upon you to hear 
« Cauſes without your own Juriſdiction, come hither to us into this 
© well-regulated City, and provoke us not as Caiz did Abe/ to go 
« into the Field, that we may in the firſt place hear what you have 
*to ſay for your ſelf. For we have Libels againſt you, containing 
* no leſs than LXX. Articles, and thoſe charg'd with the moſt open 
& and ſcandalous Offences. And for number, we that are here aſ- 
« ſembled by the grace of God for the peace, not the deſtruQtion of 
& the Church, are more than you. For your Synod conſiſts hut of 
© XXX VI. Biſhops, moſt whereof come out of one Province, where- 
« 25 we are forty, met out of ſeveral Provinces, and ſeven of that 
© number Metropolitans. And *tis agreeable both to Reaſon and Cu- 
« fttom, that in matters of this nature the leſſer number ſhould be 
© concluded by the Major,and by the more eminent part. We have alſo 
« your own Letter, wherein you admoniſh our Colleague John not 
*to meddle with Judging a Biſhopout of his own Province. Where- 
© fore ſubmit your ſelves to the Canons of the Church, and rather 
© intercede with your Accuſers, to let fall the Charge they ' have 
* brought againſt you, or art leaſt take them off from troubling Chry- 
* foftom with their Complaints. This anſwer being drawn up, Chry- 
foſtom told them, that they might ſend what Meſſage they thought 
good , - but for his own part he was reſolv'd to return a particular 
anſwer to Theophilus, which was in ſubſtance this * , ** That he did 
©* not decline being brought to Tryal, but only refus'd to be Judg'd 
* by a profeſt and declared Enemy. For he who before ever he had 
© received any Libels, had from the very firſt given ſuch plain evi- 
« dent inſtances of partiality and diſſatisfaQtion, - abſtain'd from the 
* Prayers and Communion of the Church, ſuborn'd Accuſers, drawn 
* over the Clergy to him, and made the Church deſolate, how was 
* heever like to prove a fair and equal Judge, and fit to aſcend a 
* Tribunal 
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& Tribunal, no ways agreeable to him; For *tis not reaſonable, that 
« a man that lives in Egypt ſhould Judg thoſe that dwvIl in Thrace, 
<* and this man too himſelf lying under an' Accuſfation, and withal 
« an open Adverſary to thoſe whom he is Judg : that fot his own 
< part he openly declared, that as he was innocent, fd he was moft 
« ready to aſſert his innocency, andtoanfwer the, Allegations brought 
* againſt him before an hundred, or a thoufand Biſhops ; that ! he 
&« ſtood not upon the place, where he ſhould be Tryed, though he 
&. thought it moſt fit. to be within the City ; they were the Perſons 
© of the Judges he excepted againſt, particularly againſt. Theophilus 
« himſelf, who had faid both at Alexandria and in Lycia, that he 
« was going to Court to depole Chryfoſtom, which he demonſtrated 
« at his arrival by refuſing all manner of Familiarity or Communion 
&« with him. And he who ſhew'd himſelfan Enemy before the Trial, 
© what would he be at, and after it? He excepted likewiſe againſt 
«© 4cacins, who had threatned, that he would /eaſoz his pot for him: 
*«« That for _Severian and Antiochus, *twas needleſs to ſay any thing, 
& their miſdemeanours being expos'd upon the publick Theaters, and 
« no doubt Divine Vengeance would quickly overtake them. If 
* therefore, ſaed he, outs really deſirous that I ſhould appear, diſ- 
&« charge theſe four from being Judges ; if they be only Accuſers, 
© let them be brought in, that Imay know in what Circumſtances 
© Iam like to be, and whether I am to appear before them as Ad- 
« verſaries, Or as Judges, and then I am moſt willing to appear not 
&* before them only, but before a General Council. And take no- 
& tice, that though you ſhould ſend me a thouſand Summons, 1 am 
<« reſolved to return no other anſwer. 

VII. WITH theſe anſwers they diſpatched away Demetrins Bi- 
ſhop of Piſinus, Elenſins of Apamea, and Lupinus of Apiaria, with 
whom they joyned two Presbyters, Germanus and Severus. As they 
were going out, in came a Notary with an Edit from the Emperor, 
granting power according to their requeſt to force thePerſons concern- 
ed to appear, which he preſs'd them to. No ſooner was he diſpatched, 
but two Presbyters of Chryſoſtom's own Clergy, Engenins, who for his 
zeal in this affair was made Biſhop of Heradia,and I/axc the Monk, who 
from the beginning had confederated with Severian and Artiochus, 
carne, and addrefling themſelves to Chryſoftom. The Synod ( ſaid 
th:y) commands, that you come over to them, to anſwer to the 
Crimes obje&ed to you. In anſwer whereunto he-ſent- ſome others 
of his Biſhops to expoſtulate with them to this purpoſe, with what 
reaſon or order they could pretend to judge him, who would not 
diſmiſs his Enemies from amongſt them, and who took upon them to 
cite him by thoſe of his own Clergy. But fo far were his anſwers 
from being fatisfaQtory, that the Biſhops who carried them were 
treated with an uncommon fſavageneſs and inhumanity, one beaten, 
another pulPd and torn, a third had thoſe very Irons clap'd upon his 
Neck, which they had prepared forChry/otom,to have loaded him with 
as he was to be ſent on Shipboard, and tranſmitted to ſome obſcure 
corner of the World. Which the good Biſhop hearing of, kept clols 
where he was. But it's time we now returs back tothe Synod, 


IX. CHRT- 
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IX. CHRYSOSTOM not appeating after four ſeveral Sum- 
mons (for ſo ofcen S229menr and Photius ſay he was cited) they 
proceeded to the examination of the Articles alledged againſt him, 
though of the whole XXIX. exhibited by John the Deacon, they 
infiſted ® only upon four ; the two firſt, the IX. and the XXVII:h, = phur. ibid. 
After which [/aacius (whom Photius ſtyles a Bſhop, but probably was «© 56, 57- 
no other but J/azc the Monk whom we lately mention'd, though he 
as well as his fellow-presbyter Eygenins might for his good Services 
be afterwards made a Biſhop) gave in another Charge againſt Chyy. 
fo/tom, containing XVII. Articles, many of them the ſame with thoſe 
that had been exhibited before, thoſe that were any thing different, 
were as follows. I. That Epiphanins ſince departed had refuſed to 
hol Com munion with him upon the account © of his favouring the 
Orig: ni1n Monks, Ammonins, Exthymins, Euſcbius, and the reſt, 1T, 
That he affirmed, that in the Church there was a Table full of Fu- 
ries. I[L. That he was wont to vaunt himfelf in the Church in ſach 
terms as theſe, *, ua, 1 am deſperately in love, I rave, and am 
tranſported; and that he ought to have explained his meaning, what 
Furi:s he meant, and what thoſe other words imported, being ſuch 
as the Church was not acquainted with. IV. That he gave liberty, 
and encouraged men to fin, by venting ſuch Dotctrines as theſe ® ; JF * y74. que He 
thou ſianeſt again, repent again; and as oft as thou ſinneſt, come to me, ** w _ 
and I will heal thee, V. That he had tavght this blaſphemous DofQtrine my pag ae 
in the Church, that Chriſt when he prayed was not heard, for that 
he did not pray right. VI. That he ſtirr'dup the People to Sedition, 
and to Mutiny againſt the Synod. VII. Thar he entertained Geptiles, 
who had done innumerable miſchiefs ro Chriſtians, and kept them 
in the Church, and there prote&ed them. VIII. That he went in- 
to other mens Provinces, and there ordained Biſhops. IX. That he 
had ordained without convening, nay againſt the Opinion of his 
Clergy. X. That he had taken other mens Servants before they 
were emancipated, while they lay under Accuſations, and had made 
them Biſhops. XI. That he had ofc miſus'd 1/azcius himſelf, who 
preferr'd this Charge. But of this laſt Charge, they diſcuſs*d no more 
than the firſt and the fourth Articles ; from whence they went back 
to the third Article of the former Charge, which concerned the fale 
of the Church-Jewels and Ornaments, and for the proof of this they 
produc'd Ar/acius, Atticw, and Elpidius, who alſo together with A- 
tacius depoſed to the fourth Article. And to add yet the more weight, A 
Gerontins, Fauſtinus, and Engnomoninus, three of the Afian Biſhops 
ſtood up and delivered in their Libels, complaining, that Chry/oſtors 
had unjuſtly depoſed them from their Biſhopricks. 
X. I N theſe Proceedings they ſpent twelve Synodical Seffions, 
when the managers demanded Judgment againit the Perſon ac- 
cuſed. Whereupon Pau! Biſhop of Heracles (who by his place was 
Chief Preſident of the Synod, the Biſhops of Conſtantinople being 
obliged to receive their Ordination from the hands of the Metro- 
politan of Heraclea) commanded every one to deliver his Opinion, 
which they did, beginning with Gymnſins, and ending with The- 
ophilus, all of them concluding, that he ought tro be depoſed” from 
his See. Which done, they wrote an account of it to the Clergy 


of Con/taztinople, and ſent alſo the Emperor this following relation * . » palladp.74, 
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Forasmuch as John has been accuſed. of certain Crimes, of which being 
conſcious to himſelf, he would not appear, the Laws in that caſe depoſe 
him, which is the Sentence mow paſs d upon him. The Libels contained 
alſo a Charge of Sedition, wherefore your piety will pleaſe to give Or. 
aer, that whether he ſubmit or no, he be expelled, and made to undergoe 
the Penalty of high Treaſon ; it not being a matter that lay within our 
Cognizance, By this high Treaſon, meaning the affront. they Pre- 
tended he had offered the Empreſs, whom they reported he had ſtyled 
Jezabel. A Warrant was hereupon procured for Execution of the 
Sentence, which was ſent ? to, and read in the Synod. In the XIIIh, 
and laſt Seſhon, they proceeded againſt ſome others of his Party, 
Palladius Biſhop of Helenopolis 4, but eſpecially againſt Herac/ides 
Biſhop of Epheſus, Macarius Byhop of the Magzztes appearing againſt 
him, and Foz the Monk exhibiting a Libel, wherein he charged 
him with being an Origeniſt, and that he had been guilty of theft 
at Ceſarea in Paleſtine, having ftollen the Cloaths of 4qn:1izns the 
Deacon, and: had been taken in the att, and. that notwithſtanding 
all this, Chry/o/tom had ordained him Biſhop of Ephcſs. But it 
ſeems he found Friends in the Synod, who ſtood by hum, and would 
not {ufferthe Sentence of Depoſition to paſs againft him. 

XIE. Amongit all the TranſaQtions of this Synod, the Reader will 
wonder perhaps that he hears nothing of that which was the firſt 
and main ſpring of the Motion, and about which T h-ophilus had made 
ſo many clamorous outcryes, viz. the Condemnation of Origen's 
works". But Theophilus had caught the Fiſh he aimed at, and the 
Bait was now laid alide. And he was willing to be at peace with 
the Egyptian Monks, could they but be brought to any ſhew of ſor. 
row and fubmiſſion, that might ſeem to juſtify his fierce Zeal againſt 
them. To this purpoſe Agents were ſet on work, who reprelented 
to them how ready Theophilus was to pardon' what was paſt, if the 
would but ſue for it, and that the Synod did intercede for them. Al- 
lured with theſe ſmooth Pretences, and defirous after all to fit down 
in quiet, they yielded to ſay, what they were wont to do when 
they received the greateſt injuries, Forgive us. Upon which eafie 
terms Theophilus readily received them into favour, and readmitted 
them to Communion. Which perhaps had not been ſo tamely aſſent- 
ed to, had the two Brovhers, Dzoſcorus and Ammonius, the prime 
ſticklers of the Party been alive. For D-oſcorus dyed a little before 
the Synod, having earneſtly prayed © God, either that he might ſee 
the peace of the Church, or be himſelf tranſlated into a better 
World. He was buried in the Church of S. Mocius at Conſtantinople 
{not in that of the Oak at Chalcedon, as fome * relate) where his 
memory was fo venerable, that feveral who before-time were wont 
to ſwear by the Martyr, took their Oaths henceforward upon the 
Prayers of Dioſcorus. Ammonins fell ſick about the time that things 
were preparing for the Synod, and accordingly caus'd bimlſelt to 
be carried over to Rufizus's Village at Chalcedon, where his Diſeaſe 
growing upon him, he dyed ſoon after, foretelling * upon his 

eathbed, that there would be a mighty Schiſm and Perſecution in 
the Church, after which the Authors of is would come to a very 
ill end, and then a bleſſed Peace and Unioa fhould ſucceed. As 


it accordingly came to pals, He was buried in the Apoſtoleum, or 
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Church of the Apoſtles, and his Tomb was famous for the curing . 


Fevers, as my Author * who. lived at that time reports. A man 
he was, at the. news of whoſe death Theophilus * himſelf could not 
but weep, and openly fay of him, That none of the Monks of that 
time was Comparable to him, though he had created him no little 
trouble. Thus ended the long and fierce Contention between The- 
ophilus and the Monks about the Origenian Controverlie, ſtarted at 
firſt upon unwarrantable deſigns, carried on by worſe Princi- 
ples and Practices. And indeed that Theophilus herein was ated 
more by finiſter ends, than Zeal agaiaſt the thing it ſelf, is evi- 
dent in that after all the noiſe he had made about ir, he famili- 
arly ſtudied * Origen's works. And being challenged by one for ſo 
doing, he replyed, Origen's Books are like a Meadow beſet with all 
forts of Herbs and Flowers , where I find any thing that"s good and whol- 
ſom, I take it to my own uſe: Where 1 meet with that that's prickly 
and wſeleſs, T paſs it by. 


i. 
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SECT. V. 
His Afts from his departure till the Order for kis ſecond Baniſhment. 


The Peoples diſturbance at the news of his being depos*d. Chryſoftom 
privately conveyed into Bithynia. The great diſtrattions in the City. 
Chryſoſtom recalled, The Empreſs excuſes her ſelf to him. His 
refuſal to enter the City, till publickly cleared. Forc'd to come in, 
to quiet the People. His triumphant return, and Oration to the Peo.. 

le upon that occaſion. The quarrel between the followers of Theophi- 
fs and the Citizens, Theophilus privately returns back to Alex- 
andria.. 4 Syngd at Conſtantinople to reverſe the Aits of the for- 
mer Synod againſt Chryſofſtom. He falls again under the diſpleaſure of 


the Empreſs. His ſmart Invettive againſt her Statue, and the diſſo- 
late ſports nid \at that place. Hu bold Sermon preach'd at that time. 
His Enemies (bed with ſecret infiruttions from Theophilus. 4 


ſecond Synod fad aſt Chryſoſtom at Conſtantinople. 4 Canon 
of the Council of Antioch urged againſt him, with his exception to 
it. The true ſtate of that matter. Elpidius's ſtout pleading for Chry- 
ſoſtom before the Emperor. The Emperor EE y Chryſo- 
ſtom”s Enemies. All interpoſals in his behalf vain. The violence uſed 
towards Chryſoſtom's Clergy and their People aſſembled in Conſtan- 
tius's Bapriſterium, The abuſes and injuries offered to thoſe that fled to 
aſſemble in the Fields and Woods. Theophilus's Meſſage and Repreſen- 
tation of the Caſe at Rome. Chryloſtom's Lezter to Pope Innocent, 
and other Weſtern Biſhops. Innocent”s Lezrer ro Theophilus, chat 
the whole Cauſe might be fairly heard in an impartial Synod. 


among the People, who were infinitely troubled at it, and 


L T* E news of what had paſs'd in the Synod ſoon flew abroad 
er guarded 7 the Church night and day, 


 gather1 


kſt he ſhould be taken thence, crying out, that his Cauſe to 
* be heard before a greater, and a _ equal and indifferent __ 
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But he fexring a popukir IurreQtion, did of the third day about 
n6o#, ankmiwi to the People, detiver up Niel © the Conman- 
der, that eats with a Party of Sonldiers to receive him, who itt the 
evening edr?i6d hint through the City, pitt hits on ſhip-board, and 
{aited 2vay that t to Hieon 2 Port i the tiivith of the Euxin 
Sea, where te ed; and was carried to ſorne Farms that were at 
P#4#ietibi# ink BilY4,1id. Whete we leave Hitti for & while, and re. 
tuff! back to ſe what paſfd after his departure at Conſtantinople. 
No- ſbottt was # knows that Ne was gone, but the whole City was 
in #1 upf6ar, many blatyd the Emperor; rtivre the Synod, but the 
whote lod wits eaft uport Theophilss : thoſe who tilt then had been 
his Bremics; were now niv6v'd with Compaſſion towards him, atid 
ary who but juſt before had wifſh'd hifti depoſed; cried out now 
*twas ttglice and #juftice, In this general turhnlt the Monks who 
were Chry/ofto#s fat Friends, bore not the teaft ſhare, chey ſhut up 
the Churches, and ſuffered not the People to frequent publick Pray- 
ers, till it grew up to that height of Confuſion that if Zoſomw » ſay 
true, the People and Souldiers fell upon the Monks, great numbers 
of whom they killed in the Church, and purſued thoſe that eſcap'd, 
{paring none whom they found in black (which was the common 
habit of the Monks) inſomuch that many who were then in mourn- 
ing, of uport ſome other octafiohs wore black at that time, were 
without the leaſt diftinAtion put to death. Sewveriaz hoping to qui- 
& ttiths minds by juſtifying what had been doftie, went up and 
_—_ and in his Sermon told the People, that though Chry/oftom 
a& been condemned for nothing elſe, yet his pride and infſolenice 
were enough to deſerve the putiiſhment that had been put upon 
him, For Though all other ſins tay be patdoned, yet the Scripture 
plainly teſtifies, that God re/iferh the proud. But this made it worſe, 
ati} blew up the People into a | por = rage, ſo. that there was lit- 
tle hope to alliy the Tumult. It added not a little to the general 
Conſtertidtivn, that at night happened a tertible Earthquake, which 
was look'd upon as a fighitication of the difpleaſiire of Heaven againſt 
the late Tranſitions. All which extremely affrighted them at 
Coutt, ati the next moriitig they immediately diſpatch'd away the 
Ertiperor's Se&ttrary td bring” him back ; and the Empreſs Endoxis, 
khowing how inch ſhe had __ the deſigns againſt him, and 
ſeeltiy the ſtreathof the People run violently that way, had upon her 
Rttees begg'd of the Emperot to rectal him, ant! withal, ſetit awa 
Brifez her Eunuch with Lettets 2 to hitn, defiring him not tv thin 
thit ſhe was any ways conſtious to, ot had the leaft hand in the 
troubles that Hdd come updh hith, wherein ſhe protefted ſhe was 
itingcetit. They were etrupt and witked rien, ſhe /ai4, that had 
ftmmed this whole Scene and Contrivance bf his ſuffetings ; callin 
G04 to Witnefs' that her tears aid —_—— were fitcete and real, 
and that ſhe Hotidured him as Biſhvp, ahd particularly as the Per- 
ſon that had with his own hands regenerated and baprized her Chil- 
drer; After this, other Meſſengers were fit t haſten His return, 
Mhbnueh, that the 4 Was erowded with them. ' Not were 
ets Þeeple backward to bear ul part in this eriumph, they covered 


- hEmButh of the Proponte with their Boats, and when they ret 
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Il. CHRYSOSTOM in. his return landed at a Village called Ma- 
riane belonging tothe Empreſs, "0g near the 4»1p/us on the mouth 
of the Pontws about four miles diſtant from the City. Here he took 
up his Quarters, proteſting he would not go into the City, till he 
could vindicate his innocency before a greater Synod, than that 
wherein he had been condemned. But the People were impatient 
of delays, and began to murmur openly, and throw the fault upon 
the Court, which therefore uſed all its Artifices to bring him home, 
to which he had no ſooner yielded, but the Empreſs ſent «© to Com- 
plement him, that now her Prayers were heard, and the Reforma- 
tion accompliſhed which ſhe had ſo paſſhonately begg'd for ; that ſhe 
looked upon it as a greater Glory than the Crown - ſhe wore, that 
ſhe had recovered her Biſhop , that ſhe had reſtored the Head to 
the Body, the Pilot to the Ship, the Paſtor to his Flock, .and the 
Bridegroom to his nuptial Bed ; that thoſe that had invaded and de- 
filed it, were aſhamed ; and that now ſhe had done this, ſhe cared 
not much whether ſhe lived or dyed. He was met on the way by 
crowds of People, who ſung Hymns prepared on purpoſe for this So- 
lemnity, others carried lighted Torches in their hands, and in this 
joyful and ſplendid Equipage they brought him to his Cathedral, 
where they 1importun'd him ro aſcend the Epiſcopal Throne, and 
give them his Bleſſing. He told them he was diſabled, being under 
a Cenſure, that the Judges that had condemned him muſt reverſe 
their Sentence, and reſtore him to his See, This denial did but the 
more ſharpen the Peoples unſatisfied defires, who preſt him to it 
with greater vehemency, till finding that nothing elſe would 
quiet them, went up, and in the accuſtomed form pro- 
nounced zhe Peace to the People. And ſeeing them ſtill defirous of 
ſomething more, he made an extempore Oration 4 to them, wherein 
taking for his Theme the Story of Pharo King of Agypr's forcible 
- taking away Sarah, Abrahams Wite, intending her for his own Bed, 
he ſhews that Th-ophilus the AZgyptian had offered the ſame violence 
to his Church and Spouſe, which with force and armed followers 
he had ſeized upon. A Gaſe which he draws out into a very ele- 
' gant: Compariſon. And taking occaſion, as he had good reaſon, to 
commend the kindneſs and forwardneſs both of Prince and People, 
he ſo inflamed the affe&ions of his Auditors, that burſting out in- 
to ſhouts and acclamations in honour of the Emperor and his Lady 
Eudoxia, they forced him ſomewhat abruptly to break off his Ser- 
mon. A very eloquent diſcourſe, which though Baronius bewails as 
loft, yet is it ſtill extant, being together with his former preſerved 
by George Patriarch of Alexandria, in the account he has given of 
Gy ow's Life, being the moſt conſiderable and- valuable piece of 

t Life. | 

HI. THEOPHILUS we may imagine was ſorely vexed at theſe 
Proceedings. A great mind he had to charge Chryſo/tom publick| 
with ating contrary to the Canons, in exerciſing his Epiſcopal Of- 
fice, after he had been deposd. But he was afraid to diſoblige the 
Emperor and the great ones at Court, who he ſaw were forced to 
humour the People. Therefore he reſolved tobegin with Heyaclides 
Biſhop of - Epheſ#s, whoſe Accuſers he cited, and formed a Proceſs 
zgainſt him. His Friends pleaded, _ it was not conſonant -w the 
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Laws either of Church or State, to fit upon and condemn a man 
that was abſent, and unable to ſpeak for or defend himſelf. But 
Theophilus and his Party reſolved to proceed, as the others did to op- 
poſe his Proceedings, and the Conteſt grew ſo high between the 
Egyptians that ſided with Theophilus, and the People of Conſtanting- 
ple, that it came to blows, and ſome were wounded, and others 
ſlain in the quarrel. Afﬀrighted with this riot, Severiaz and the ret 
of the Biſhops of that gang fled out of Town, and Theophilus him- 
{elf- not knowing to what this might grow, and underſtanding that 
a Council was ſuddenly to be called to recanvaſs and diſcuſs matters, 
took ſhipping at midnight, and ſet Sayl for home. And it was time 
for him to be gone, for the People enraged at his wicked and mali- 
cious attempts, ſearch'd © for him, with a reſolution to have thrown 
him-inta the Sea. Chry/oſtom in the mean time earneſtly urg'd * the 
Emperor, that a Council might be ſummoned to clear his innocency, 
and to re-examine the unrighteous Sentence they had paſs'd upon 


him. The ſame he told the Syr/a» Biſhops that ſtay'd behind, defj- 
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ring them to deliver up the Libels of Accuſation, and the AQt of 
the Synod, or at leaſt to ſpecifie the Crimes he had been charged 
with, and to nominate this Accuſers. Bur they refuſed to meddle, 
The Emperor hereupon ſent to Theophilus, commanding him and his 
Biſhops to come again, and render- an account of what they had 
done, and that they ſhould not think it enough that one Party had 
condemned the other, when the other was abſent, and when they 
had ſo plainly aQted againſt all Laws and Canons. But he had no 
mind to it, and accordingly excus'd himſelf upon pretence he was 
afraid of a Tumulr in his abſence, as indeed the People even before 
the Emperor's Letters came, had entertained him with a thouſand 
Sarcaſins and Reproaches. However there aſſembled at Conſtantine- 
ple LX. odd Biſhops, who took the Proceedings of the former Sy- 
nod under a review, reversd the Acts of it, and intirely reſtored 
Chryſoſtom to his See, who about the ſame time preferr'd his Presby- 
ter Serapion ro the Biſhoprick of Heraclea. 
IV. BUT thiscalm ſeaſon laſted not long, the Clouds returning af- 
ter Rain. He had not been long at home, when a Silver Statue s of 
the Empreſs Exydoxia was to be ſolemnly erefted. It was put upon 
a column of Porphyry,and that ſet upon a high Baſis, and plac'd not far 
from the Church of S. Sophia, in the Street juſt before it. It was 
dedicated, as was uſual in ſuch caſes, with many wild and ludicrous 
rites, which were fo much the more at this time, the Provoſt of the 
City being a Semipagan and a Manichee, who encouraged the People 
to {hontings, and dancings, and all manner of exorbitant extravagan- 
ces. Indeed it was the uſual place where the People met to celiand 
their looſe ſports and paſtimes, to the great diſturbance and diſtra- 
tion of the Congregation in their Divine Aſſemblies. This Chryſ6- 
tom could not bear, but upon all occaſions reproved it ſmartly in his 
Sermons, blaming both them that did it, and thoſe who patronized 
ahd encouraged it. And when he underſtood that the Emprefs thought 
her ſelf deeply concerned in theſe refletions, and intended to have 
him calPd again to an account, inſtead of purſuing the ſofter and 
gentler mechods of perſwaſion and inſinuation, he gave way to his 
old bluntneſs and impartiality, and taking occaſion from the Story of 
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John the Baptiſt, and his treatment by H-rodand Herodias (read "is 


; like as'the Leflon for that day) he began his Sermon * in this man- 


ner (Though Photius much queſtions the genuineſs of it, as now ex- 
rant.) Now again Herodias raves and is vex'd, again ſhe dances, .again 
ſhe ſeeks to have John Baptiſt's Head in a Charger. - Ae ain Jezabel goes 
up and down, trying how ſhe miy raviſh away Naboth's V, ineyard, and 
arive holy Elias into the Wilderneſs. And then he proceeds to lay 
down the CharaQter of an ill Woman, affirming that no Beaſt in the 
World, no not the Lyon or the Dragon, 1s comparable to a bad Wa- 
man,, which he illuſtrates from the, Adts of ſeveral ill Women that 
are upon Record in Scripture. And then that he might not quite 
diſcourage that part of his Auditory, he turns the Tables, and dil- 
courſes of the nature, qualities, and ations of good Women, whoſe 
examples he propounds and recommends to them. His Adverſaries 
now thought themſelves furniſhed with advantage enough againſt 
him, and all the Rooms in the Pallace are made to ring of the Ser- 
mon, and though the latter part might ſeem to compound for the 
former, yet the firſt part only was talk'd of, and loſt nothing in the 
aggravation. Eudoxia ftormed to be thus traduced, and, as ſhe 
thought, be-libelled in publick Sermons, and therefore began to 
give a more open vent to her reſentment, which Chry/otom's Ene- 
mies were not backward to improve. And firſt they write i to The- 
ophiluc, deſiring him, either to come himſelf and Head the Party, or 
at leaſt to ſend them directions how to proceed in it. The wary 
man was not willing to venture his Perſon, but ſent three Biſhops, 
Paulus; Puemen, and a third whom he had newly made, furniſhed 
with inftruQtions, and certain Canons, which having been hereto. 
fore made againſt Athanaſius, would now equally conclude againſt 
Chryſoftom. 

VI. TOWARDS. the expiring of the year CCCCIII, ſeveral 
Biſhops * out of Syria, Cppadocia, Pontus, and Phrygia were convened 
at Conſtantinople, the chief whereof were Leontius of Ancyra, and 
Ammonins of Laodicea in Piſidia, They remembred Theophilus had 
run himſelf into an inconvenience by rejeCting all manner of Commu- 
nion' with Chry/o/tom, before he had been Tudicially tryed. Where- 
fore at their firſt coming to Town they ſcrupled not to communicate 
with him, till they found how things ſtood at Court, where his in- 
tereſt went more vilibly down the Wind every day. For Chriſtmas- 
diy now approaching, the Emperor (eaſily managed by Eudoxia, and 
others about him) came not as he was wont to Church, but ſent 
Chryſoſtom word, that-he could not communicate with him, till he 
had cleared himſelf of the Crimes that had been objefted to him. 
Chryſoſtom deſired nothing more, and publickly challeng'd his Accuſers 
to make good their Charge. But they had not the hardineſs to ven- 
ture upon it. | And therefore Leontius and Ammonius privately ac- 
quainted Acacius,and Antiochus, that the beſt way was to let go the 
old Charge, and ro inſiſt only upon this, that being Synodically de- 
poſed, he had of his own head without ſufficient Authority repoſ- 
kd himſelf of his See. Chry/ofom replied, that at his return he 
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had been reinſtated by the Votes of LXV. Biſhops. But they were . 


2 greater number, anſwered Leontius, that condemned them in the 


Synod. By which he mult neceſſarily mean all thoſe who conſented 
to 
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to that Synodal Decree, though not preſent at it, there being other. 
wiſe no more than XXX VI. or (if we {ſhould take Phorins his account) 
XLV. Biſhops preſent in that Synod. Then they betook themſelves 
to the Canons | which Theophilus had ſent them, eſpecially the IV. 
Canon of the Council of Antioch, holden Ann Chr. CCCXLI. where- 
by it is provided, that if any Biſhop or Presbyter be depoſed (aSinas % 
9:55 right or wrong, this they added to the Canon) az {hall of hin. 
ſelf without the Authority of. a Synod return to his Church, or as the Ca- 
non it ſelf has it, ſhall preſume to celebrate the Divine Offices, ſuch a 
one ſhall be left deſtitute of all hopes of being reſtored, and ſhall have xo 
place of excuſe or defence afforded to him ; and that all who after that 
knowingly Communicate with him, ſhall be caſt out of the Church. And by 
the XII. Canon of that Council it is provided, that whoever 2x th;s 
tafe (ball ſollicit the Emperor, when he ought to appeal to a greater" Synod, 
than that by which he was depos'd, and refer his cafe ro their Judgment 
and Determination, ſhall be incapable of Abſolution, nor ſnall he be adit: 
red to his defence, or have any hopes of being reſtored to his See. Apainft 
theſe Canons Chryſo/tom excepted as being contrived by the Arians, 
and framed on purpoſe by men who deſigned to run down Athanaſine, 
and'to overthrow the Catholick Faith. And indeed it muſt be con- 
feſs'd, that though the Major part of Biſhops in that Council were 
Catholicks, and the Council it ſelf be received tmto the Code of the 
univerſal Church, yet was there an aCtive Party in that Synod, who 
were either profeſs'd Ar ians, or ſuch as favoured that Cauſe, and 
who got ſome Canons ſo framed, as might beſt ſerve their turn, 
promote their Deſigns, and warrant their Proceedings againſt Arhana- 
/ius. But till this muſt be acknowledged to have been only an an- 
{wer ad hominem, which he might the Fealier make uſe of, the Ca- 
nons of Aztioch not being as yet admitted into the Eccleliaſtick Code, 
though they were ſoon after. The truth is, he was nor really with- 
| in the Charge of the Aztiochian Canons, having according to them 
been Canonically examined, acquitted, and re-admitted, and hadac- 
cordingly before truly told them, that he had been reftored, by a far 
greater Synod, than that whereby he had been depoſed and, ba- 
niſhed, 
_vI.. LEONTTVUS and the reſt found they ſhonld do little good 
by diſputing the Caſe, and therefore went to perſwade the Emperor 
to call ten of the Biſhop's of Chry/oftem?s Party, and to prevail with 
them to give their Suffrage for the Authority of the Canons of 4-- 
rioch, ſome affirming them to have been made by Catholicks, others 
by Arians. But Elpidins the aged Biſhop of Laodicea in Syria, and 
Tranquilinus went to Court, and begg'd 'of the Emperor that with- 
out a ſuffictent Cauſe given,Chryſoſtom might not be ejected out of his 
See. For neither before had he been rightly depos'd, but forcibly 
carried away by the Imperial Officer ; nor did he come back of his 
own head, but by his Majeſties expreſs Command, brought to him by 
the Secretary. And for the Canons which they now produce, we 
have ſhewn themto have been the Artifice of Hereticks. The ad- 
verſe Party rais'd a mighty noiſe, as if they intended 'to carry the 
* Cauſe by Clamour and Confuſion, till a little ſilence being made, 
Elpidizs mildly addreſs'd himſelf to the Emperor, Sir, (aid he) We 
will no lonzer wex and tire your patience, but will put it upon this iſſue. 
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Lee Antiochus, Acacius, and the reft of our Brethren, ſubſcribe theſe 
Canons which they pretend to be made by Catholicks; and let them declare 
that they are of the fame Faith with thoſe that male them, and the Con 
troverſie will be at a» end. The Emperor apprebending the honeſty 
of the propoſal, ſmiPd upon A4tiochus, and told him, that nothing 
could be more fit and reafonable. This ftrack them dumb, but not 
knowing how otherwiſe to come of, they at length though withevi- 
dent reluttaricy promiſed they would ſubſcribe, which as they never 
meant, fo they never performed. 

VII. IT was now nine or ten months ® fince Chry/oftom's return, 
and the holy time of Len: was come, when Ant79chns went privately to 
the Emperor, and-told him that Chrz/oftom: had been utterly baffled, 
and had loft the day, and therefore intreated him that Eafter be- 
ng at hand, he would give order for his expulfion. Arcadine was 

} impos'd upon, and thought that in matters of this nature he 
might ſecurely rely on a Biſhop's word, and being wearied with im- 
rtunities, ſent Chry/o/tom: order to quit his Church. The good Bi- 

p returned this plain anſiver, I have receiv'd this Church from God 
my Saviour, and am intrifted with the care of this Peoples Souls, and I 
cannot deſert this Charge. But if you be reſolved upon it, the Civil Pow- 
ef is yours, throw me out by force, that I may at leaſt plead your Authori- 
ty for the non-performance of my Office. This ſomewhat mitigated the 
rigour that would have been otherwiſe uſed, and Officers were ſent 
from Court, who peacibly turn'd him out of the Church, and con- 
fined him to his own Houſe, intending thereby to try what ſucceſs 
their attempts were like to have againſt him. If they found the Peo- 

le would not bear it, *twas but bringing him back from his own 
Houſe tothe Church ; if they took ir quietly, they might then pro- 
ceed to further Severities. But this notwithſtanding he. ſtill fre- 
quented the Church, and the Divine Afemblies, though he ftirr'd 
not much abroad ar the time. And thus things continued till 


' the Paſſivn-wmeet, when on the very day of our Lord's Crucifixi- 


on he received freſh Orders to leave the Church, whereto he 
returned ſuch an anſwer as he thought moſt convenient. The Em- 
perot out of reverence to the Solemnity of the ſacred time, and fear 
of putting the City into an uproar, calld for Acacias and Antiochas, 
and askd them what was beſt to be done ? Adviſing them to beware 
kft they took wrong meaſures. They replyed, Sir, troable not your 
felf, ler rhe depoſing of Chryſoſtor lye ar owr door, we are ready to anſwer 


it with the peril of onr Heads, Notice hereof immediately got abroad, 


whereupon forty Biſhops, who kept Lex: with Chryſo/tom, went to 
the Emperor and the Empreſs, who were at that cime in the Marry- 


Yi, With tears beſceching them to ſpare the Church of Chriſt, thac: 


it might not be depriv'd of its Biſhop, eſpecially at rhis time of £4- 
fer, when the Carechwnens, who had been inſtrufted and prepared in 
order to it, were to receive their Baptiſm. But their addreſs was re- 


jetted, which fo mov'd Paz/ Biſhop of Croatia, that turning to the 


Frapreſs, Fadoxia, ſaid he, fear Goa, and have —_—_— —_ your 
s holy Feft wal. 


Children, and do not by ſhedding blood prophane 
Which ſaid, the Biſhops with weeping eyes, and 6 hog rettirn'd 
back again. 


IX. WHILE 
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IX. WHILE theſe things were in agitation, Chry/otom's: Pres: 


":4. ib. p 83+ byters with ſome of the Biſhops of his Party * had aſſembled the Peo- 


ple in Conſtantius's Baptiltery, where they watched, and ſpent their 
time, ſome in reading the holy Scriptures, others in preparing the 
Catechumens againſt the approaching Solemany, This Artiochns and 
his Party beheid with-an evil eye, and ſolicited their Patrons at 
Court, that this Aſſembly might be diſpers'd. But the Magiſter Ofi.- 
ciorum, Who was the chief Officer of the PaHace, refuſed to meddle, 
he told them *rwas night, and the Congregation numerous, and thar 
care muſt be had that nothing ſhould be done raſhly. They reply- 
ed the Churches were empty, and that if the'Emperor ſhould go 
thither, and find no body there, he would plainly perceive that the 
Peoples love to Chry/vſtom had drawn them thence, and would re- 
proach them with envy and ill will, who. had ſuggeſted to him, that 
there were none that . willingly adhered to him. To gratify their 
importunity, having firſt: proteſted againſt the ill events of the at- 
tempt, he ordered Lucius, a Gentile, as was reported, Captain of 
the Band of the Scutarii, to go quietly to the Church, and ſee if he 
could bring back the Peopleto aſſemble there. He went, and came 
back with this account, that no good was to be done in it, ſuch were 
the numbers, ſuch the zeal and fervency of the People. Not fatisfi- 
ed herewith, they prevailed with him to try once more, and either 
by fair means reduce the People tothe Church, or by force to hinder 
them from celebrating the Solemnity. And that he might not want 
fir guides and direttors, they lent him ſome of their Clergy togo 
along with him, who accompanied him to the place of meeting » , 
whereinto they no ſooner entered, but all Corners were full of horror 
and confuſion, the Clergy were ſeized, beaten, wounded, impriſon- 
ed, and treated with all manner of indignities, the Catechumens dil- 
pers'd, the Women who had ſtripp'd themſelves in order to their 
Baptiſm, fled away naked, and many of them wounded, and the very 
Water in the Baptiſtery dyed with the Blood that was ſhed there. 
Thence breaking into the Chancel, they prophanely handled the fa- 
cred Myſteries, the very Squldiers ſpilling the conſecrated Wine upon - 
their Cloaths. The Villanies committed were inexpreſlible, and the 
Confuſion infinite, People running up and down all parts of the City, 
and filling every place they came to with ſighs, and groans, and tears, 
and —_— ſtories. And EdiCts were every where publiſhed one 
upon the back of another, ſeverely threatning all that refuſed to 
renounce Communion with Chryſoftom. As ſoon as *twas day the 
greateſt part of the City fled, and betook themſelves to Trees or 
Woods, or Fields, or any places that might bur afford a tolerable 
ſhelter, where they might keep the Feſtival. It happened that the 
—__ went out that day to divert himſelf in a Meadow adjoyning 
to the City, where he eſpyed a Field covered all over with white. 
Theſe were the Catechumens who had been baptiz'd the night before, 
and had then (as 'the Cuſtom was in the Primicive Church) their 
white Garments upon them, and were in number near three thouſand; 
the dangerous poſture of Afﬀairs, and the fears of loſing their Biſhop 
having, probably, encreas'd the number of baptiſmal Candidates at 
that time. 'The Emperor was ſtrangely ſurpriz'd at the fight, and 
ask'd his Guards who they were; who the more to exaſperate _ 
agai 
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againſt them, told him, they were a Converiticle of Hereticks. A 
Party of Souldiers were immediately drawn out, and ordered to go 
and diſperſe the Aſſembly. Which they did, apprehending ſome 
few of the Clergy, but more of the People, whom they put under 
Cuſtody. Several Women of noble Quality were laid hold on, fron 
ſome of which they took their Vails, from others their Pendants, 
plucking away part of the Ear for haſt ; others to ſecure themſelves 
from an immodeſt rudeneſs and violence, changed Cloaths with their 
waiting Women, and in that diſguiſe made their eſcapes. Vaſt num- 
bers were ſeized, ſo that the Priſons were turned into Churches, 
where Hymns were ſung, and the holy Euchariſt adminiſtred, while 
Churches were turn'd into Priſons, where nothing was ſeen or 
heard but Whips and Scourges, Oaths and Execrations to force the 
People to renounce and diſown their Biſhop. 

X. IN this forlorn and hopeleſs condition of Aﬀairs at home, 
Chryſoſtom bethought himſelf of calling in ſome aſſiftance from abroad, 
which, if it had no other ſucceſs, would ar leaſt let the World under- 
ſtand the true ſtate of his caſe, in order whereunto he had fome while 
fince refolved upon a diſpatch to Rowe, to make known his caſe to 
Pope Innocent, and the 1 ens Biſhops. But craft and malice are up 
> ph work betimes, and careful by all Arts to ſupport its Intereſts, 
while truth and innocency is ſecure in the goodneſs of its Cauſe. The- 
ophilus knowing of what importance it would be to him to prepoſleſs 


the World with firſt impreſſions, had ſent his Reader ? with Letters » Pdlad. «5; 
to Rome, to let them know he had depoſed Chry/oftom. At the read- ?: 5: 


ing whereof Inocext was not a little ſtartled, and began to ſuſpe& 
Theophilus of foul play, both becauſe none had written bur he, and 
becauſe he gave but a blind account, neither informing him why, 
nor with wh aſſiſtants he had done it. And Euſebius Deacon of 
Conſtantinople, who reſided at that time at Rome as Agent for that 
Church, came to him, and begg'd of him to ſuſpend his belief of 
things but a little while, and he ſhould ſee the whole Scene unra. 
yelled and laid open to his view. Accordingly three days after ar- 
riv'd four Biſhops from Conſtantinople, Panſiphins of Piſidia, Pappus 
of Syria, Demetrius of Galatia ſecunda, and Eugenius of Phrygia, with 
two Deacons, Pa»lus and Cyriacus to attend them, who brought three 
Letters, one from Chry/oſtow, another ſubſcribed by the forty Biſhops 
of his Communion, the third from the Clergy of Conſtantinople. In 
that © from Chryſoſtom he gives him a ſhort account of the whole 
matter, and eſpecially of the late Cruelties ated in the Paſſion-week ; 
intreating him to lend his helping hand towards the ſuppreſſing fo 
powerful and deſperate a FaQtion, and that he would by his Letters 
declare thoſe Proceedings unjaſt and invalid : Engaging for himſelf, 
that if his Adverſaries had a mind ſtill to go on, and would deliver 
in Copies of their Ads, and produce his Accuſers, he was moſt rea- 
dy to joyn Ifſue with them before any unprejudic'd and unbiafled Ju- 
dicature, and would juſtifie his innocency againſt all thoſe Crimes 
that had been objefted to him. The ſame Letters mutatis mutandis 
were written alſo to Venerius Biſhop of Milan, and to Chromatins of 


Aquileia. | 


SIT XI. INNO0- 
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XI. INNOCENT not yet throughly apprehending the true 
* Pallad+ 3.3 ſtate of things, gave equal Letters * of Communion both to Chry/;. 
oy tom and Theophilus, though withal expreſſing his diſlike of the Syno-- 
dal Determination, and atfirming that a more indifferent and unex- 
ceptionable Synod ought to be held both of Eaftery and Weſters Bi- 
ſhops, wherein neither Friends nor Foes ſhould have any place, as 
from whom no fair and right judgment of things was ordinarily to 
be expe&ted. Within a few days after came Peter Presbyter of 4. 
lexandria, and Martyrius Deacon of Conſtantinople with other Letters 
from Theophilus, and the AQts of the Synod that had condemned 
and depoſed Chryſoſtom. Upon the reading whereof, Innocent percei- 
ved upon what {light and weak Accuſations they had proceeded, and 
that Chry/oſtom was not preſent, nor had been charged face to face, 
and was now much more confirmed in his opinion of { heophilzs's folly, 
in paſſing ſo raſh and unadviſed a Sentence againſt an abſent Perſon, 
which he acquainted him with in this following Reply. Brother The- 
ophilus, we hold Communion both with your ſelf, and our Brother Chryſo. 
ſtom, as we gave you to underſtand in our former Letters, and do ftill 
continue in the ſame Opinion and Ne oe now again plainly declaring 
zo you (and ſowe ſhall as oft as you ſend) that unleſs a more juſt and equal 
determination be made about theſe things that have been ſo childiſhly and 
ridiculouſly managed, we cannot with any reaſon or juſtice withdraw our 
ſelves from Chryſoſtom®s Communion. If therefore you dare abideby 
the Judament you have made, make your appearance before 4 Synod to be 
aſſembled according to the Laws of Chriſt, and there unfold your Accuſa- 
tions, and proſecute the charge according to the Canons of” the Nicene 
Council ( for no other rule does the Church of Rome allow of) and then 
you will gain nnqueſtionable ſtrength and ſecurity to your cauſe. 
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His Afts from the ſigning of the Warrant, till bis being carried into 
Baniſhment. 


Several attempts upon Chryſoſtom's Life; The Warrant (ige'd for his Bu- 
niſhment. His ready compliance with it. His taking leave of the Biſhops; 
and the Deaconeſſes in the Baptiſtery. His contrivance to eſcape being 
ſftay'd by the People. The encouraging conſiderations which he ſuggeſted 
ro hinſelf at that time. A Fire breaking out in S. Chryſoſtom's Church. 
The mighty rage and violence of it there,and in the parts adjoining. This 
ſpitefully charg*d upon his Party. Several imprifſon'd and il treated upon 
that account Arſacius pla:*t in the See of Conſtantinople.Chryſoſtom's 
Followers keep ſeparate Aſſemblies, and paſs under the name of Joannites: 
An Eadift for holding communion with Atſacius, Theophiilus; &Fc. The 
violent proceedings againſt the Joarinites. The great ſufferings of 
Olympias, oze of Chryſoſtom*s Deaconeſſes. Abrief account of her, 
and OE Piety and Devotion. Porphyry a notable ftickler 
againſt Chryſoſtom. A account of his evil temper, and the manner 
of his advancement to the See of Atitioch, Several diſpatches ſent by 
the Joannites to Rome #0 ſolicit aſſiſtance. The Emperor Honorius's 
Letter to Arcadius about this affair. Innocent*s Lerter ro Chryſoſt 
Another to the Clergy and People of Conſtantinople; 
L. 
A rable poſture, his Friends aid Followers diſperſed , r 
kilPd, or impriſon'd : himſelf ſuſpetided and confin'd, and 
not ſafe within his own walls, his life —_ day in danger. A 
= j pa _—_— CI Vin 7 mn" a oy er _— f Sore b. 8. & 
im, upon ſuſpicion of murdering Chryſpftom ; the E ſuppoſing 21+ 2 787- 
him hited _ the Fa& , condel kia to the Provoſt. of the City 
which Chry/oſtom hearing , preſently diſpatcht away ſome of his Bi- 
ſhops, who procured his Relcaſe before he was pur to the Rack, This 
not ſucceeding, ohe that was Servant * to Elpid/xs 4 Ptesbyter, one of * Sm #5. & 
Chryſoftow's mortal Enemies, was hit'd for Fifty pieces of Gold to dif: - = I 
patch him, which he undertook, and having futniſht himſelf with © ** 
three Swords, ran in all haſte to the Epiſcopal Palace, where he was 
ſtopt by one that knew him, and askt the reaſon of his haſte, to 
whom the Villain return'd no other anſwer but a mortal wound. And 
when an out-cry was made, and the Afſaſfinate purſued, tie wounded 
ſeven one after anothet, four whereof died out-right, and the other 
three recovered with great difficulty. Appretiended at length, he was 
brought to the Palace, wliere the people clamior'd for Jaſtice both 
> aq the man, and thoſe that had ſer him on, whom to appeaſe for 
the preſent, the Provoſt made a fſhew of bringing him toa formal 
Trial, but when the Hubub was ovet, ſet him at liberty, By theſe 
' Inſtances the people ſaw what danger their good Bithop wis expos'd 
to, to prevent which they kept watch by turns, and guarded his houſe 


hight and day, And thuy ſtood things till about a week after Whir/an- 
Sift2 | tide *, 


T Conſtantinople we left Chryſoſtom's Aﬀairs it a very x 
a, 
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tide », when Acacins, Severianns, and the reſt of the Party {:nding all 


"attempts unſucceſsful, reſolved to puſh hard for his Paniſhment , and 


to drive it to an iſſue, Their Addreſs they introduc*'t with the moſt 
ſoft and flattering inſinuations, that his Majeſty being immediately 
conſtituted by Heaven, was ſubje& and accountable to none, but had 
all under him, and might make his Will the Law and Mcaſure of his 
AQtions ; that they hoped he would not be more mild than Prieſts, 
nor more holy than Biſhops ; they had often publickly told him, that 
they would take Chryſoto-n's Depolition upon their own heads, and 
therefore begg'd of him, that he would not ſpare one Man to the ruine 
of them all. Partly wearied, partly periwaded by their importunity, 
he ſign'd the Warrant, which he ſent by Patricizs his Secretary , and 
7twas in this form : Acacius, Antiochus, Severianus,Cyrinus,ard they 
Party,have taken your condemnation upon themſelves: aſſoon therefore as you 
have diſpos'd, and commended your Aﬀairs to God, depart the Charch. Chry. 


/ofom having now receiv*d a plain poſitive Order, refolved to comply, 


and leaving his Houſe, Come, faid he to the Biſhops, and the reſt that 
were with him, let #5 go to pray, and join Forces mith the Guardian 
Angel of this Church. But as they were going, a Courtier that was 
his Friend, privately ſent him this Meſſage, that Lucizs, a Man hierce 
and bold, was ready with his Soldiers at Coſtantius his Baptiſtery, to 
wait for him,who if he either opposd or made delays,was to apprehend 
and carry him away by force, which might endanger the putting the 


_ City into a Tumult ; that therefore with all Truſt and Privacy he 


the Soldiers ſhould fall together by the ears. In compliance with 
which prudent and fafe advice, he took his leave of the Biſhops , and 
kiſt as many of them as Tears and Paſſion would give him leave, and 
leaving the reſt within the Chancel, he told them he mult retire a lit- 
tle. Thence he went to the a8 px ey calling for Oly»mpizs and 
the other Deaconeſles, he diſcourſt to them in this manner : Come h;- 
ther Danghters, and hearken to what I ſay. The things that concern me, 
have, I perceive, an end. I have finiſhed my conrſe, and perhaps ye ſhall 
fee my face no more. This is that which I earneſtly beg of you, that none 
of you would lay aſide your accuſtomed care and diligence towards the Church, 
If any one that is unwilling, ſhall be ordain'd to this place, and ſhall be choſen 
by common conſent,and not ambitiouſly ſeek it, ſubmit to him, as if it were 
my ſclf. For the Church cannot be without a Biſhop, ſo ſhall you obtain 
mercy from God : Be minaf4l of me in your Prayers. Overcome with 
grief, they threw themſelvesat his teet, whom he commanded one of 
his Presbyters to remove, left it ſhould raiſe a diſturbance among the 
People. And with that he went towards the Ea/? part of the Church. 
And to blind the People, who he knew would never conſent to part 
with him, he had given order that his Horſe, which he was wont to 
Ride on, ſhould ſtand ready for him at the We/?-door of the Church, 
that it might draw the Peoples expettation thither, while he in the 
mean time went out.at another door, and with a Mind ere above the 
fears of danger , .entertain'd himſelf ( as he tells us » ) with ſuch 
thoughts as theſe. Mill the Empreſs baniſh me , let her baniſh me, the 
earth is the Lords, and the fulneſs thereof. If ſhe command that I be - 
ct in pieces, let me be ſawn aſunder, the Prophet Elay was ſery/d fo be- 
fore te, Will ſhe throw me into the Sea, I remember 'tws the fate of 

i , Jonas. 


ſhould hers fouls the People attempting to reſcue him, they and 
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Jonas ; Or into a fiery Furnce,l [hall have the three children for my Fellows 
ſufferers. If ſbe will caſt me to wild Beaſts, I think how Daniel went the ſame 
way to the Lyons. If ſhe command that I ſhould be ftow'd, let it be fo, I have 
Stephen the Protomartyr ow my fide. Will ſhe have my head, let her take 
it, john the Baptiſt /oft his. Hy ſhe a mind to my Eſtate, let her have 
jt, Naked came Tout of my Mothers Womb, and naked {hall I return 
thither. This was done about the xx of June Ann. Cccciv. 
Il, THE Peoplein the mean time grew impatient, a great part 
whereof were gone into the Church to ſeek for him,to prevent whoſe 
Purſuit and Reſcue, the adverſe Party commanded the Church-doors * * $1. !s:. 
to be ſhut up upon them. They that were without, ran upand down tat» +4. 


in a franti : —_ Seer.1. 5. 
the ſtreet in a frantic manner, ſome making towards the Sea in chaſe ,,;.z. oe 


of his Conduters, others not knowing whither theſe things might 
tend, fled out of the City to ſecure themſelves. They within the 

Church were as deſirous to be out, and the main Crowd prefling to- 
wards the door, hindred all means of opening it ; till yielding a little, 
with much ado, they broke it open. In this great hurry and confuſion 
a Fire ? on a ſudden broke out in the Church, it began under the Pul- » 14. & 24: 
pit, and flaming up, reacht the Roof, and thence ſpread it ſelf all over #*: ?: 5*+ 
that ſtately Fabric, leaving no part of it unconſum'd, but the Yefry on- 
ly, where the Communion Plate and Holy Veſſels were laid up. Nor 
flay'd it here,the m_—_— and triumphant flames rolling themſelves 
through the Air,ſeiz'd upon the Senate-houſe,a noble and magnificent 

iece of ArchireQure, which ſtood at a good diftance on the Sourh- 

ide of the Church ; and which was moſt wonderful, the Fire ſeized - 
not the hither part that was next the Church, but the moſt remote 
which ſtood neareſt to the Imperial Palace. The flames from both 
Buildings met together in the midſt like the Arch of a Bridge, the 
People paſſing ſafe underneath, and indeed *twas remarkable 
that in this whole dreadful Conflagration , neither Man nor Beaſt 
was known to loſe its life. Together with this Strufture periſh*d ma- 
ny noble and exquiſite pieces of Antiquity 2, eſpecially the Statues of * zofu. 1. $; 
the Nine 2sſs, anciently erected to them at Helicox, and by Cops Þ: 804 
ftantin brought hither. Only the Images of Jupiter and Minerva, 
which ſtood upon wooden Pedeſtals before the door of a Chappel be- 
longing to the Senate eſcapt, though the melted Lead ran down upgn 
them, and the Stones fell thick upon them, and when the Rubbiſh was 
clear'd, wcre afterwards found, contrary to all mens expectation,whole 
and ſound. This my Author according to his humour and principles,re- 
ports as a Miracle, and fays *twas lookt upon by all the more diſcerning 
perſons as a good er of the future happineſs and proſperity of the Ct- 
ty, which theſe Deities would take into their immediate care and pro- 
tection. The Fire began in the evening,and rag'd all night, and ſome 
part of the next morning , though the main of the Church was de- 
ſtroyed in three hours ſpace. Various were mens diſcourſes about 
this diſmal Fire : Chryſoſtom's Adverſaries, without any {cruple,charg'd 
it upon his Party, as the effeCt of an inſatiable Revenge ; they,on the 
other hand, proteſted againſt fo villainous an Infinuation, and threw it 

upon the others, who, they ſaid, had a deſign to have burnt them and 

the Church together : while a third fort more calmly conſidering the 
unaccountable riſe,the ſtrange progreſs and manner of the Conflagra- 

tion, conceiv'd it ſent from Heaven, to puniſh the Enormities of that 

time, 
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time, anJ the unjuſt baniſhment of ſo uſeful and excellent a Paſtor, 
and fo intirely beloved by his People. Whatever the cauſe was,preat 
Troubles and Confuſion enſued upon it, infinite numbers of Perſons 
being apprehended and impriſon'd, and very ſeverely dealt with. But 
the matter not being like to be ſuddenly found out , Arcadios by an 
Edi&t = direQed to Studivs Provoſt of the City, commanded all Bi. 
ſhops and Clergymen that were Strangers to be releas'd, and to be 
ſhipt away, and ſent to their own'Countries, and that if after the.Pub. 
licationof this Law they ſhould ſtay ſtill, the Houſes where they res 
main'd, as alfo thoſe Houſes where any Citizens kept private Conven- 
ticles, ſhould be confiſcated. The year following Optatms ſucceeded 
in that office, who reſolving to bring the matter ro a more ſtrift and 
public examination, and being himſelf a Gezt;le, was glad of this op. 
portunity, to reek his ſpleen _=_ the Chriſtians; and as the weakeſt 
are {ure to ſuffer moſt, he preſt with great Cruelty upon Chryſoſton?s 
Followers, whom he treated with all imaginable fierceneſs and ſe. 
verity. 
Il. THE See of Conftantinople being thus made vacant , their 
next work was to clap one immediatly into the Chair,that they might 
prevent all hopes of Chry/otow's return, and this they did within a 
week after his departure. The man that was moſt likely to be pl:able 
totheir purpoſe, and whom they accordingly pitcht upon , was 4r/a- 
cis *, Brother to Netarims, who had been St. Chryſoſtoms Predeceſlor, 
and upon that account they hoped would be not unacceptable to the 
People. His Brother in his life-time had procur'd him the Biſhopric 
of Tarſus, which he refus'd, either out of real humility and contempt 
of the World, or as reſerving him for a better place. And when 
Ne#asrwe reproech't him with his obſtinate denial, he ratified it with, 
an Oath, That he would nevermeddle with a Biſhopric as long as he 
livd ; though now he thought fit to diſpenſe with his Oath. He was 
very old, being Fourſcore years of age, in his own nature of a quiet 
diſpoſition, and an unaCQtive temper, which made him liable to be abu- 
ſed by ſubtle anddeſigning men ; who put him upon pernicious coun: 
ſels, and juſtified the moſt cruel and infamous aCtions with his autho- 
rity. Aſadſight this was to Chry/oftows Friends and Followers, who 
could not endure to behold,not ſo much a Corriyal, as an Uſurper in 
his Throne, whom therefore they ſeparated from, and reje&ed all com- 
munion with him, keeping their Religious Aſſemblies in ſeveral Out- 
parts of the City ; and from their conſtant adherence to John their 
Biſhop, were by an appropriate title ſtiPd Joannites. It vex'd old A4r- 
facie to be thus ſlighted, and to find ſo conſiderable a part of the Peo- 
ple turn their backs upon him, of which he complain'd to the Empe- 
ror, who R—_ publiſhe che following EdiQts. And firſt to begin at 
home, hehad in the beginning of the yer commanded * all the Pa/atin- 
Officers to abſtain from thoſe diſorderly and tumultuous Conventicles, 
(as he calls them) under pain offorfeiting their Places,and confiſcation 
of Eſtate. But what effe& ſoever this wrought at Court, in the City the 
Joannizes (till continued their private Meetings, to prevent which he 
publiſhe a Law 4, commanding all Maſters to reſtrain their Servants 
from going to thoſe Conventicles, every Maſter, beſides the Puniſh- 
ment of the Servant, being for each Negle& to pay three Pounds of 
Gold: and that if the Bankers, or aoy other of the City-Compe- 
nies 
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nies ſhould be tardy herein, they ſhould for their Members ſo offend- 
ing, be fined in a Penalty of Fifty Pounds of Gold. This was dated 
September the xi ; and that the Countries might fare no better than 
the City, he direQted the following Edi& © to Entychian the Pretorian 
Prefeit, to be by him tranſmitted to the Governors of Provinces , to 
ſup reſs theſe unlawful Conventicles : WH” hoſoever does not communicate 
with Theophilus, Arſacius, azd Porphyrius , ( who was then newly 


* hid. 1.6. 
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inveſted in the See of Aztioch _) let him be depoſed from his Biſhopricz 


and withal let him forfeit whatever Eſtate he has either. in money or land. 
Which being particularly reſtrain'd to Biſhops, was ſoon after follow'd 
with another of a more general extent : Whoever ſhall conceal a Biſhop 
or a Clergy-man, or ſo much as entertain in his houſe any one that communi- 
cates with Chryloſtom, ler his houſe. be forfeited, and _ to Sale, Nor 
wanted theſe Laws a quick and ſharp execution, a Tribune being ſent 
with a Party of Soldiers to break up their Meetings, who fell upon 
them with Clubs and Stones, ſtripping ſome, and impriſoning others, 
which ſtruck ſuch a terror into them, thar they durſt ſcarce ſtir out of 
their Houſes, and many not daring to truſt themſelves there , betook 
themſelves to a voluntary baniſhment, And to make their caſe yer 
more calamitons, Optatus the Governor, under pretence of ſearching 
after thoſe that were guilty of the late Fire, exercisd all manner of 
ſeverity upon them. Upon this Pretence Eutropins the Reader was 
apprehended, and brought to Trial , where to extort a Confeſſion 
from him, he was cruelly beaten with Thongs and Clubs,the fleſh rak't 
off his ſides and cheeks, with tormenting Irons, and burning Torches 
put to ſeveral parts of his Body, and atter all he 'was ſent to Priſon, 
where ſoon after he died. Nor much better uſage did T;2rius meet 
with. He was originally a Barbariaz, anda Slave,but upon his liberty, 
which for his faithful and dilizent ſervice had been beſtowed upon 
him, was in time advanc'd to be one of the Presbyters of the Church 
of Conſtantinople. An humble and good man, and admirably courte- 
ous and charitable to the Poor, to Strangers, whom theſe mercileſs 
Wretches took , ſtript naked , whipt with Scourges, and tying his 
Hands and Feet, put him upon the Rack, and diſtended him, till all hys 
parts were out of joint. | | 

IV. NOR did the weaker Sex/go without their ſhare in the com- 
mon miſery : Witneſs the Sufferings and exemplary Carriages of Ni;- 
carete, Pentadia, Salvina, and Procula upon this account. But none more 
memorable than Ol/ympizs, who being a Perſon peculiarly dear to Chry- 
ſoſtom, who infinitely delighted in the Piety of her Converſation, and 
wrote no leſs than ſeventeen Letters to her in the time of his Baniſh- 
ment, ſome more particular account muſt be.given of her. She 
. was born * of illuſtrious Parents , and being a Perſon of exquiſite 
beauty, and bringing a vaſt Fortune along with her, was married to 


Nebridins who had been ſometimes Governor,who died within leſs than þ. 15 
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two years after, or rather for ſome pretended mal-adminiftration, was ?-291- Niceph. 


taken of by the Emperor. So accompliſht a Lady, and then too in the 
Prime of her Age, could not, we may be ſure, want ſolicitation to a 
ſecond Marriage ; nay,the Emperor Theodoſins delign'd her for a match 
for his own Kinſman E/pidins. The Gentleman follow'd the Suit with 
an unwearied importunity, but in vain ; ſhe plainly rold him , If the 
Emperor had had a mind I ſhould have had an Husband, he ar 
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have taken him away fromme. But knowing me unfit for a married 
life, and uncapable of pleafmg a Husband, he at once freed him from 


the Priſon of the Body, and me from the Yoke of Marriage , and' put 


upon me the gentle and eafie yoke of Celibacy. The Emperor was 
netled with ſuch a ſtinging Anſwer,and commanded the Provoft of the 
City to take her whole Eſtate into his cuſtody, till ſhe ſhould come to 
be Thirty years of age. The Provoſt treated her unkindly enough, 
not giving her liberty ſo muchas to go to Church, or to converſe with 
any Biſhop, Elpidius urging him to this ſeverity, in hopes that by this 
means he might _ er to his Bow. But ſhe was ſo much the more 
chearful and thankful to God for all her Sufferings, and ſent the Em- 
peror this Meſſage: Tow have done, Sir, like a Prince, nay, have carried 
your Self towards ſuch a poor Wretch ns Tam, with a care worthy of a Bi. 


ſhop, having commanded that heavy charge to be taken care of, the burden 


whereof lay upon my ſhoulders. Though you will do a much greater and 
nobler Service, if you pleaſe to give Order that it be diſtributed to the Poor, 
and to the neceſſities of the Church. For I have been long time weary of 
the applauſe of ſuch diſtributions, and have been afraid teſt while converſant 
is theſe affairs below, I ſhould in the mean time neglet# the better and more 
durable riches of the Soul. Theodoſius could not but admire her vertue, 
and the gallantry of her Mind,and after his return from his expedition 
againſt Maxim, commanded her whole Eftate to be reftor'd to her. 
And to prevent all ſuch unwelcome addreſſes for the future, ſhe pro- 
curd Ne#arims, then Biſhop, to make her Deaconeſs of the Church of 
Conſtantinople, where ſhe intirely ſpent her Time as well as her Eftate 
in Ads of Piety and Charity, ſeldom departing from the Church day 
or night. Money or Lands ſhe diſpos'd of with a liberal hand, as oc- 
caſion offered ; relieved the Poor, made proviſion for Strangers, at- 
tended upon, and miniſtred to the Biſhops, and thoſe that were within 
the Holy Order. Nay —_— himſelf, as much as he afterwards ha- 
ted and perſecuted her for her — the Egyptian Monks , did 
once court her at the higheſt rate, with the moſt flattering inſinuati- 
ons , while he felt the ſtream of her beauty flowing towards him. 
And indeed ſo great a reputation had her wiſdom and vertue given her, 
that NeZarins diſpatcht few Ecclefiaftick matters without her counſel 
and advice. But ſhe had a more particular honour and reſpe& for 
Chryſoſtom, upon whom ſhe perſonally waited for the moſt part, ſuper- 
intending the affairs of his Family, even to the care of his Cloaths, 
and the proviſion of his Diet, that it might be ſuch as was agreeable 
to his weak and languiſhing ſtomach. Being thus ney known 
for ſo zealous an admirer of the Biſhop, and for her almoſt conſtant re- 
ſidence about the Church, ſhe was chargd with having a hand in the 
late Fire, which the Provoſt taking for granted, askt her why ſhe had 
done it ? She replied, This has not been the courſe and manner of my 
life ; no, I have expended the ou Eftate God gave me in repairin 

the Church. The Provoſt told her , He knew very well what ha 

been the manner of her life: If fo, faid ſhe, take then the Accuſers 
place, and let another fit Judge upon us. Finding nothing to proye 
the Charge, he fell to another method, repreſenting to them what 
madneſs it was to refuſe communion with their Biſhop , when they 
might ſo eaſily take up, and free themſelves from all the troubles chac 


were come upon them. And when ſome yielded to his promites, 
Olym- 
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Olympizs anſwer'd , *© It is not juſt, that I who have there been pub-. 
« lickly traduc'd and {landered, and judicially convited of not one of 
_ thoſ? things whereof I have been accus'd, ſhould yet be forc'd to 
« make my defence for things not laid to my Charge.- Grant me 
© therefore this liberty , that I may have Council and Advocates to 
© plead my Cauſe againſt the former Charge. For if I ſhould be 
& compell'd, contrary to Law and Right, to communicate with thoſe 
« with whom I ought not, I will never conſent to do what no pious . 
« and good Chriſtian can warrantably do. The Provoſt ſaw no good 
was to be done upon her, ſo for that time he diſmiſt her, ordering her 
to get her Advocates ready. But ſending for her not long after, he 
fined her in a greatSum of Gold,thinking that argument would prevail. 
But her Mind was got too much above the World, to be ſway'd with 
ſuch conſiderations, whereupon they proceeded to a Sentence of Ba- 
niſhment, which ſhe readily ſubmitted to, leaving Conſtantinople , and 
fixing her abode at Cyzicum,a City upon the Heleſpont,whence ſhe was 
afterwards baniſh'd to Nicomedia 1n Bithynia, and from thence ſupplied 
Chryſoſtom with Money and other Neceſſaries in the time of his Exile. 
Here ſhe liv'd many years,where after all her ſufferings and well-ſpent 
Life, ſhe reſign'd her pious Soul to God. 

V. ABOUT this time, if not a little before, Chry/otom? s Enemies 
gain'd another conſiderable Stickler to their Party. By the death of 
Flavian, the See of Antioch became void this year Azz. Cccciv. The | 
Perſon univerſally deſfir'd for Succeſſor, was Conſtantine ®, Presbyter of * Palader.rs. 
; that Church, who had been firſt Secretary, and then Reader and Dea- * '## 
con ; a Man of quick and acute parts,but withall thoughtful and conſi- 
derate 3 of a moſt ſtriQ and ſevere life, of a mild, gentle, and quiet 
temper. There was alſo at this time Presbyter of the ſame Church 
one Porphyry *, who had a long time covered himſelf with the vail of * 74-7 141, 
Hypocriſie, bur finding now an opportunity fit for his turn, he threw it 4% ©* 
of. He was in his private Life a Man of moſt debauch'd Manners, fo 
given to Wantonneſs,that he was commonly charg'd with Sodomy,and 
for the moſt part kept company with Juglers, and eſters, and Coach- 
racers, and ſuch levyd Society, for vvhich his Name vvas more than 
once upon Record in the Civil Judicatories. He endeavor'd by all 
ſubtle and crafty Methods to infinuate himſelf into Biſhops, and Ma- 
giſtrates ; nay, after he had got vvhat he aim'd at, is ſaid to have 
melted dovvn the Church-Plate, and. given it to the Magiſtrates , to 
ftand his Friends upon all occaſions. The See being novv vacant , he 
ſers up for himſelf, and his firſt buſineſs vvas to undermine Conſtantive. 

In order vvhereunto he ſent Diſpatches to Coltrt,and to all the Biſhops 
that vvere in povver, and ſo ſolicited his Cauſe, that he procured an 
Edift for Conſtantive's Baniſhment to Oaſis, a deſolate part of Egypr, 
vyhich the good Man hearing of, made an Eſcape, and got to Cyprus. 
Next he impriſon'd Cyriacws and Diophantms,Presbyters, and the reſt of 
the Clergy, whom he knew true to Conſtantizs. Then taking the op- 

rtunity of the Olympiack Games, celebrated every fourth year, and 
ſta ing till in a manner the whole City was gone out to the Daphre,to 
behold thoſe famous Sports, he, with Acaciws, Severian,and Antiochws, 

(whom he had privately convey'd thither, and kept there ) and ſome 
tew of the Clergy whom he had gain'd to his Party, went into the 
Church, and ſhut the doors cloſe upon them, where they Ordain'd 

Ttt him, 
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him, but in ſuch haſte and diſorder, that they durſt not ſtay to make 
an end of Prayers. This done, S-werian [and the reſt being well re- 
warded, fled away by the moſt private and unfrequented ways. The 
People returning from the Games, and underſtanding What had paſt, 
were ſurpriz'd into an aſtoniſhment, which held them till the next 
Morning, when they ran together in a Body to Porphyry's houſe , in- 
tending to burn him and his houſe together, which he ſuſpeCting, had 
betaken himſelf to YValentinus the Commander of the Army, then 
ready to march againit the 7/aur;, whom by Bribes he prevaiPd with 
to ſtay for his ſecurity. With this armed Guard he entred into the 
Church, where they made havock of what they met, with, and tramp. 
led the Croſs under foot. Not long after he ſent to Court, where by 
his Agents he procur'd a peeviſh, fierce and ill-natur'd old Man to be 
made Captain of the Night-guards, that ſo under the ſhadow of his 
Authority, he might the more ſecurely proſecute his malicious deſigns, 
The People were forc'd to come to Church for fear , and thoſe who 
could, privately aſſembled for the diſcharge of their joint devotions. 
Porphyry in the mean time plagu'd all that favoured Chryſoftom , and 
ftruck in with Antioch and that Party, who followed the Chaſe with 
all imaginable Cruelty, eſpecially at Co/tantinople, where they found 
the ſtrongeſt oppoſition made againſt them. þ. 

VI. THESE ſevere Proceedings againſt the Joarnites at Conſtar- 
tinople, forc'd them to ſeek ſhelter and aſſiſtance in the Weff. A Let. 
ter i ſubſcrib'd by about XXV Biſhops, was written to Rozze, to give 
them an account of what had paſt, and was ſent by Theotecnw Pref. 
byter of Conſtantinople. Pope Innocent could afford them but little re. 
lief at that time, (ſome great Men of the other party throwing rubs 
in the way ) but did what he could, giving Theotecnus communicato- 
ry Letters both to Chryſoſtom himſelf, and to all the other Biſhops that 
communicated with him. Soon after him came o6ne Pater-s , who 
alſo ſtilPd himſelf Presbyter of Coftantinople,a Fellow of a deformed 
AſpeQt, a Look that betray'd the Rancour of his Mind, and the Malice 
of his Errand, which indeed was to aſperſe and calumniate Chry/oftom, 
brinzing along with him Letters from Acacins, Paulws, AntiochwsSeve- 
rian, and ſome others, wherein they charg'd the firing of the Church 
upon him. But they found little welcome, Innocent not vouchſating 
to anſwer them. Not many days after arriv'd Cyr/acz Biſhop of Sin- 
nada, who had fled from Conſtantinople , upon the proſecution of the 
EdiQts againſt Chry/oſtows Followers ; and ſoon after Eulyſius Biſhop of 
Apames in Bithynia,who broughtLetters ſign'd by 5Biſhops,and among 
them-by Anyſius the aged Bilhop of Theſſalonica, containing an acount 
both of the former and later TranſaQtions at Conſtantinople, Within 
a Month came Pa/ladius Biſhop of Hellenople,who had deſerted the Ci- 
ty, to avoid the Fury of the Edits ; he more particularly acquainted 
them with the ſtate of things, and ſhew'd them a Copy of the Edict 
that had been publiſh'd laſt. He was follow*d by Germans a Presby- 
ter, and Cafſzay a Deacon of Chryſoftow's, who brought Letters in the 
name of all Chry/oſtom's Clergy , repreſenting the Tyranny that had 
been praCtis'd, and the Malice of that potent FaCtion, by which it had 
been brought about. And to ſhew the falſhood of the Charge that 
had been laid upon Cl-y/ofom , that he had ſold and embezelld the 
Church-Plate and Furniture, they produc'd an Inventory of the _ 
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both Gold and Silver,and the coſtly Ornaments which they had under 
their Cuſtody, and delivered up before S:udixs Provolt of the City, 
Eutychian the Pretorian Prefett, John Lord Treaſurer, Euſtathius Re- 
ceiver, and the Clerks and Accomptants belonging to that Office. The. 
next that came was Demetrizs, Bilhop of Piſynws ,, who had travelled 
up and down the Eaſte7z Parts , to let them know that they at Rome 
held communion with Chryſoſtom, ſhewing Innocent's Letters to that 
purpoſe. He brought with him Letters from the Biſhops of Caria, 
teſtifying their communion with Chry/ot ox, and others from the Prel- 
bytery of Antioch, wherein they declared their agreement with the 

hurch of Rome in this matter, and heavily bewail'd the Uſurpation 
of Porphyrius, who had invaded that See. The laſt that came to Rome 
at-this time, and upon this Errand were Domitian a Presbyter , and 
Steward of the Church of Conſtantinople, and YVallagas a Presbyter of 
Niſib# a City in 5 —— ſetting forth the miſerable eſtate of the 
Monafteries in that Countrey, and bringing with them the Atts and 
Records of Opzatms his public Proceedings againſt the honourable Wo- 
men at Cons. which were Deaconeſles of that Church,whom 
he either forc'd to communicate with Ar/ac;#s, or fined Two hundred 
Pounds of Gold to be paid into the Exchequer. . 

VII. AWAKENED with ſo many ſeveral Meffages, which all 
brought ſad and uncomfortable tydings, Innocent began to ſtir in the 
buſineſs, and thought no courſe ſo eftectual as to engage the Emperor 
Honorins in it, who accordingly writ * to Arcadizs about this matter, 
wherein deducing the thing trom the firſt occaſion of it , the offence. 
given by the Empreſſes Statue , he recounts the great Miſchiefs and 
Miſeries which had enſued in the progreſs of this unhappy Aﬀair , the 
mention whereof he unwillingly made, adviſing and intreating him, 
that theſe Irregularities might be amended, and by a ſincere Reforma- 
tion of what was amiſs, the Divine Diſpleaſure appeas'd and pacified ; 
that he could no longer keeplilence herein, without giving the world 
to0 juſt grounds of ſuſpeCting, that he was of the Party, or at leaſt 
approv*'d thoſe Proceedings; that this was a Matter that did not ſo 
properly lie within their cognizance, but belong'd to a Council of Bi- 
ſhops to examine and decide, and in order thereunto both Parties had 
ſent their Legats to Roe, and to the Biſhops of the Weſt, and deſir'd 
to ſtand to their determination ; and that till this had been made, no- 
thing ought to have been done in it, much leſs raſhlyto have run fo 
high, as to proceed to Confiſcation and Baniſhment , eſpecially when 
the Perſons appeal'd to for Umpiring the Controverſie, had afforded 
Chryſoſtom the Peace of the Church ; and concluded, that till judg- 
ment was given in the Caſe , neither fide ſhould be excluded their 
Communion. As for Izzocent himſelf he wrote two Letters, the one 
to Chryſoſtom,the other to his Clergy and People at Conſt antinople.That! 
to Chry/oſtom was in this manner : 


To our dear Brother JOHN, INNOCENT fendeth greeting. 


A Lrhough an innocent Perſon may expett all Proſperity and Succeſs, and 
\ ought to ſeek Mercy and Compaſſion from God, yet We thought it be- 
came Us to write theſe Letters as Perſwaſives to Patience, which We have 
ſent by Cyriacus the Deacon ; teſt —_— the Malice of Enemies ny * 
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be more powerfnl to oppreſs, than a good Conſcience to animate and confirm 
your hope. . For you who are the Paſtor and Teacher of ſo great aCharye , 
are not to be taught, that in all Ages the beſt of Men are wery often tried, 
whether they will keep up the ſtrength and vigoy of their Patience, or tame. 
ly fink under the Evils and Hardſhips that befall them. And Conſcience ers 
tainly is the firmeſt Pillar to ſupport onr Minds under all the Miſeries and 
Oppreſſions that are unjuſtly laid upon ws, which unleſs we ſubdue by an invin- 
cible Patience, we give to others too juſt ſuſpicion of a bad Canſe. That man 
ought to bear with any thing, that can in the firſt place repoſe his truſt ig 
God, and in the next ſecurely acquieſce in the ſatisfattion of his own Con- 
ſcience. A good may may be exercis'd and train'd up to Patience, but he 
cannot be overcome, having the holy Scriptures at hand as Fortreſſes to de- 
fend and preſerve him. For the Divine Leſſons which we expound to the 
People, abound with Examples to this purpoſe, and ſet before us almoſt all the 
Saints that ever were as ſubjef# to manifold Aflictions, and approv/d as 
"twere in a School of Trial,before they arriv'd at the Crown and Recompence 
of their Patience. - Let therefore, dear Brother, the Conſcience of your In- 
nocency, which under all Calamities is never deſtitute of the Conſolations that 
naturally flow from Vertue, comfort and ſtay your Mind ; for ſo long as our 
great Lord and Maſter has his Eye npon us, a pure and unſpotted Conſcience 
will land us in the Haven of Tranquility and Peace, 


In the Letter = direfted to the Clergy and People of Conftautinople; 
he lets them know with what infinite trouble he had read the fad ac- 
count of their Sufferings, repreſented in their Letters by Germans and 
Caſ/ianws ; that a little patience would be the beſt and only Cure ; that 
God would ſhortly put a period totheſe Calamiries : and that the very 
bearing of them would in the mean time be uſeful and advantageous; 
that he heartily ſymparhiz'd with them in their Sufferings,and would 
have adminiſtred proper Confolations to them , but thr their own 
Letters had prevented it; that in the proceedings againſt C -ryſotom, 
there had been a violation of all Right and Law, of all Juſtice and 
Equity, and ſuch as had not been atted in the days of their Forefa- 
thers ; that for the Canons ſo much talkr of, they ſhould keep only to 
thoſe of the Synod of Nice, which was the duty of the Catholic 
Church to obſerve and own; and if any others were produc'd difa- 
greeing with theſe, and were found to have been contriv*d and com- 


 po&d by Heretics, they ſhould be rejefted by all Catholic Bifhops , it 


having been the conftant attempt of Heretics to undermine and fub- 
vert the great Vrcene Council : that as a remedy to all thefe Evils he 
had long ſince thought it neceflary that a Synod fhould be conven'd, 
the only way to allay theſe boiftrous Storms and Tempefts, an effect 
which through God's blefſing they might expe, and *twas now un- 


der their conſideration, by what means a general Council might be beft 


aſſembled, that might bring things to thts happy iſfue. They {ſhould 
therefore endure awhile, and fortifie themſelves within the bulworks 
of patience, and hope that by the Divine Aſſiſtance all things would 
be reſtor'd, and ſet in joint again. What further help Inocent afforded 
thele afflited Wretches,ſhall be related in its proper place, in the mean 
while we return to Chry/oftorn. 
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His Afts from his going into baniſhment till the death of Ars 
facius. | 


Chryſoſtom denyed liberty to clear himſelf of the imputation of burning 
the Church. Conveyed into Bithynia. 'The places —_— for his ex- 
ile ; firſt Sebaſtea, then Cucuſus i» Armenia. The miſery and diſ- 
conſolateneſs of that place. The civility of the Commander appointed 
to condutt him. His arrival at Czlarea, and recovery from his Fea- 
wour. The treachery and rudeneſs of Pharetrius Biſhop of that place: 
Chryſoſtom forced to quit that place at —— ſeaſon. The kind. 
neſs of the People, and noble Civilities done him by the Lady Seleucia. 
Purſued by the malice of Pharetrius. The danger and trouble of his 
Journey. The infinite kindneſs ſhewed him in his paſſage. His toming 
to Cucuſus. The obligingneſs of his entertainment there, and the Pro- 

 wiſions made for his accommodation. Flis recovery into a good degree 
of health. The lauri who ; their dangerous neighborhood. The flock- 
ing of his Friends to him. His Imployments there. His care for the 
Propagation of Chriſtianity in Phoenicia, and among the Goths. © His 
laſt Traff, Quod nemo lxditur niſi a ſeiplo. Fs Letters to thoſe 
that ſuffered for his cauſe. Frequent Diſtempers return upon him. The 
fears he daily lived in of the Taurian inroads. 


I. O ſooner had Chryſoſtom retired out of the great Church at 
Conſtantinople, and delivered up himſelf to the Officers 
that were to take him into Cuſtody, but he was forth- 

with clapp'd aboard ® a ſmall Veſſel, and together with Cyriacus and 

Eulyſins * was carried to a place in Bithynia, where they were kept 

a while, till the buſineſs of thefire could be ſearch'd into. Cyriacus 

and Eulyſius and the other Clergy were ſhortly after call'd to their 

Tryal, cleared and diſcharged ; but Chry/oſtom was not permitted the 

favour of a Tryal, though he earneſtly begged it, Although in other 

things ({aid he) you will not give me liberty ſo much as to defend my 
ſelf, yet let me be heard in matters that concern the Church, whether T have 
been the Author of the fire, as you give out. But this being denyed him, 
he was conſtrain'd to prepare for his Joutney. The place that was 
firſt appointed for his exile was Sebaſtes © , but this being it ſeems 
thought too gooda place for him, he was ordered to be carried to 
Cucuſus, a Town in the leffer 4/menia, but ſituate upon the 


ſharp Air, and a barren Soil to recommend it, hunger and hard- 
ſhip being the ordinary enterraitiments of that place, and which 
was worſe thart all that, *twas perpetually expoſed to the inroads of 
mercilefs Robbers, who neyer failed to infeſt it. And perhaps 'tis 
no uncharitablenefs to fuppofe, Nis Enemies defigned this Town on 
pupebs, becaufe it had beert a place © whither his Predecefſor Paulus 
n the reign of Co»/fartins, after much fuch ufage as he had met with, 
had 
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had been baniſhed, and where he was ſtrangled and made away by 
Philip the Governor, a {worn ſlave to the Arian Faftion. This they 
knew could not but afford him ' an uncomfortable proſpe&, and if 
neither the coldneſs of the Climate ruined his weak tottering Body, 
nor the barbarity of Thieves and Robbers diſpatcht him. our of the 
way, yet the melancholy reflettions he mutt needs make on fo fatal | 
a place might break his heart, and ſooner at leaſt put an end to his 
Life. The Commander to whoſe care and condutt he was commit- 
ted, was Theodoryus © , who treated him with ſingular humanity and 
kindneſs not only above his expeQation, but beyond his deſire, for 
he ſuffered him to want nothing that might adminiſter ro his eaſe 
or conveniency, and ſcemed to make the care of his Perſon his only 
buſineſs. And indeed he had occaſion for all the civility and aſſiſtance 
which his Friends could ſhew him, for beſides * his accuſtomed weak- 
neſs and the fickneſs of his Stomach, he had through the inconve- 
niencies of a tedious and troubleſome Journey contracted many other 
Diſtempers, eſpecially frequent Feavers, which held him for a whole 
month together, not a little encreaſed by continual travelling, the 
heats of the day, and want of reſt at night, and thoſe neceflary ac- 
commodations for a man in his condition, which theſe Countries did 
not afford, ſo that he look'd upon his Condition as in efte& more 
miſerable than that of {laves that labour in the Mines, 

Il. AT Nice (whence on the 34 of July he wrote to Olympias*, and 
on the 4th. which was the day of his departure, to Corſtantius | ) 
he found himſelf ſomewhat better than ordinary, the air of that 
place agreeing with him: But he ſoon relapſed, and was wore than 
ever. And in this uncomfortable caſe he continued till he came to 
Ceſarea in Cappadocia, his Feaver ſtill raging upon him. He lodged 
in the outparts of the City, where he might be freeſt from noiſe and 
crowd. d now his Circumſtances being ſo much bettered, his 
Diſtemper began to abate; he was no longer tied to mouldy Bread, 
and ſtinking Water, had the liberty to keep his Bed, and ſometimes 
the conveniency of a Bath to go into, and eſpecially had the help of 
the moſt skilful and eminent Phyſicians » , who conſtantly attended 
his Cure, and treated him with ſo generous a Compaſſion, that one 
of them engaged to accompany him the remainder of his Journey. 
He was indeed beheld with Pity and Commiſeration by Perſons 
of all ranks, and viſited ” every day, not only by the common Peo- 
ple, but by the Magiſtrates, and Perſons of the higheſt Place and 
Quality, who came to offer their Services, and to pay him all de- 
monſtrations of honour and reſpect. But theſe kind Offices ſerved 
only in the end to create him ſo much the more envy and trouble 
from ſome, who ought to have been moſt aQtive and exemplary in 
kindneſs to him. Pharerrivs was at this time Biſhop of that See, 
a man of a timorous and ſordid diſpolition, ready to comply with 
any Party that was uppermoſt, and that might {ave his Stake. When 
Thophili and his Synod had depoſed * Chryſoſtom at Conſtantinople, 
without either Summons or Provocation he wrote a Letter to them, 
teſtifying his Concurrence with their Proceedings. Great expeQa- 
tions there were of the entertainment Ire would give to Chry/ſoſtom, 
who upon his very firſt arrival upon the Borders of Cappadocia was 
told! , that Pharetrics votbd] kim, and which way ſoever he 
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went was reſolved to meet him, and give him a moſt welcome and 
kind reception, and that he had prepared and excited the Monaite- 
ries to do the like. But Clogjefon knew the man too well to give 
any credit to the report, and found things no otherwiſe than he ex- 
pected at his coming to Ceſarea, Where Pharctrivs was fo far from 
waiting upon him, or ſhewing him the leaſt reſpe&, that he ſet all 
his Engines on work to haſten his departure thence. The disfavour 
Chr1ſsſtom was under at Court, and the diſpleaſure of a powerful Fa- 
Qtion, which all they were liable to that ſhewed him any kindneſs, 
and the envy he conceived at the unuſual honours that were done 
him under his very noſe, made him refolve to rid the City of his 
Company. Indeed Chry/o/tom having recovered ſome meaſures of 
his health, had of himſelf determined to go onwards with his Jour. 
ney, whena ſudden accident put a ſtopto it. For news was brought 
that the 7/auri were fallen into theſe parts with a great Army, and 
had already burnt a conſiderable Town, and waſted all places as they 
came. This created no ſmall alarm at Ceſarea, every one ſuppoſing 
they would forthwith beſiege that place. Whereupon the Tr:baze 
with what Forces he could on the ſudden get together, went out 
to meet them, leaving the City under ſuch apprehenſions of dan- 
gers, that the very aged men were forced to watch and defend the 
Walls. This for the preſent ſtop'd his Journey, and now Pharerrivs 
thought he had a fit opportunity to vent his ſpleen, and having en- 
gaged the Monks to his Party, made uſe of them as inſtruments to 
effe&t it, which he managed thus. In the midſt of this general Con- 
fuſion a Troop of Monks came early in the morning to Chry/o/tow”s 
door, threatning to fire the Houſe, and proceed to the utmoſt ex- 
tremities, unleſs he immediately left the Town. The weal:neſs of 
his Condition, and the almoſt inevitable danger of the 1/aur:/:;: Ar. 
my, might, one would think have pleaded for him with any that 
had but the leaſt ſence of the neceſſities of humane nature ; but rage 
and paſſion is deaf to all the importunities either of Reaſon or Reli- 
gion. Nothing would fatisfie, but he muſt be gone, and when the 
Magiſtrates came to interpoſe, they threatned to cudgel them, and 
bravingly put them in mind, that this was not the firſt time they 
had done ſo. The Magiſtrates were ſtartled, and beſought Chyy/o- 
ftom rather to throw himſelf into the arms of the 1/aurians, than to 
expoſe them to the mercy of theſe fierce wild Beaſts. By this time 
the Governour of the City had notice of the Riot, who came pre- 
ſently to the place to aſſiſt in his reſcue, but they regarded neither 
his Commands nor Intreaties any more thanthey had done thoſe of 
the inferior Magiftracy, ſo that not knowing what to doin the caſe, 
he ſent to Pharetrius, to deſire him to take off the Monks, and that 
by reaſon of Chryſoſtom's ſickneſs, and the imminent peril of theWar, 
a few days further reſpit might be granted him. Burt neither this 
way did he prevail, the Monks coming again the next day with 
more fierceneſs and violence, and though the Presbyters and the reſt 
of the Clergy had a good mind to help him, and at his firſt coming 
had declared their readineſs to Communicate with him, and to have 
nothing to do with his Adverſaries, yet durſt they not now appear, 
but like men aſhamed hid their heads, when Chry/oftom lent to ſpeak 
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II. N O importunities prevailing, may danger preſented it ſelf 
with an open face, and the very remains of his Feaver were not yer 
worn off, about noon he went into his Horſe-litter, and departed the 
Town, the People generally flocking after him with cries and lamen- 
tations, and curſing him that had been the Author of ſuch tragical 
Proceedings. And when ſome cried out, whither is it you carry 
him, into the very Jaws of ruin? Another replyed, go { beleech you, 
fall among the 1/2urians, fo you leave but us ; for into what place fo- 
ever you ſhall fall, you may expeCt to be fafe, it once you ger but 
out of our hands. Among the reſt of the Company was Seleacia, a 
pious and noble Lady, Wife to Ryffinns, and a great honourer of Chry- 
/oſtom, who obſerving the danger he was in, requeſted him to ſtay 
a while and divert himſelfat a Countrey-houſe ſhe had five miles our 
of Town, ſending ſome of her Servants along with him. Pharerrs- 
5 heard of it, and ſent her threatning Meſſages about it, which ſhe 
generouſly lighted, and gave order to her Steward to ſee that no 
care and diligence ſhould be wanting, and that if the Monks {hould 
come thither,and make any diſturbance, he ſhould ſummon the Inhabi- 
tantsof the _—_— Villages,and repel them by force. Soon after 
{ſhe intreated him that for his greater ſecurity againſt the attempts of 
the Biſhop and the Monks, he would remove into a Caſtle of hers hard 
by, that was fortified againſt any aſſault. But this he declined, chu- 
ſing to remain where he was, till Seleucia wearied our with Phere- 
trizs's threatnings and inceſſant follicitations, was unwillingly con- 
ſtrained to part with her Gueſt, which yet ſhe conceal'd from him, 
making uſe of this Stratagem. She cauſed an Alaram to be rais'dat 
midnight, that the 7/2ur:a Forces were at hand, whereupon Exc- 
thius his Presbyter went into his Chamber, and haftily awaking him, 
told him in great amazement, he muſt riſe immediately and be gone, 
for that the Barbarians were juſt upon them. The good man was we 
may imagine, at his wits end, retire back into the City he durſt nor, 
togo forwards ſeemed to run into the mouth of deſtruQtion. But as 
the leaſt of the two evils he choſe the latter. So in the midſt of a 
very dark, diſmal, and tempeſtuous night he ſet out, without any 
conſiderable Guides or Guards, for upon the firſt alarm moſt of the 
Company had fled to ſave themſelves. Tq help what might be in 
this caſe, he commanded Torches to be lighted, but theſe Exerhias 
would have put out again, ſaying, they were the ready way to give 
direQion to the Barbarians where to find them and fall upon them. 
Thus they paſs'd along in a dark night, and a moſt rugged and ſtony 
way, till Chryſoftow's Mule ſtumbling, and throwing him and the 
Litter to the ground, had like there to have put a period to all his 
ſorrows. Burt being lifted up, and ſupported by Exerhius, he grop'd 
his way, and crept rather than walk*d along the remainder of the 
night : In the morning they put themſelves into the beſt poſture they 
could, and proceeded in their Journey. And certainly he had ſunk 
under the burden of ſo many dangers and hardſhips, had he not been 
born up by the Conſcience of his innocency, and the goodneſs of his 
Cauſe, and that kind reception he generally met with in his pal- 
ſage, Perſons * of all ages, ſexes, and qualities coming out to meet 
him, and teſtifying their deep reſentment of his caſe by the moſt bit- 
ter and paſſionate lamentations. At his entrance upon the — 
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of Cappadocia *, and fo in T aurocilicia, he was met. by great Compa- 
nies of Biſhops, Monks, and holy Virgins, who reflecting upon his 
hard fate, and the Churches intelicity to be depriv'd of fo excellent 
a Prelate, burſt into tears, and cryed out to one another, *rwere better 
the Sun ſhould wot ſhine in the Firmament, than that John [Chrylo- 
ſtom] ſhould be filexcd. And though it could not but affect him, to 
ſee his Friends thus infinitely concerned. for him, yet was it at the 
ſame time a ſecret alleviation and fatisfaQtion to his mind. 

IV. ABOVE two months * he had now been on his Journey, and 
had grappled with inexpreſſible hardſhips and troubles, when at laſt 
he arrived at Cucuſz#:, the ſeat of his exile. Where whatever dilad- 
vantages might naturally attend the: place, or how diſmal ſoever he 
might have painted it ih his imagination, he found ir a better and 
more delightful Scene ©, than he had any reaſon to expe&, God's 
Providence diſpoſing things for his beſt conveniency. - The People 
were exceeding kind and obliging to him, and readily attended all 
his occaſions, ſo that he found no want of thoſe many Servants 
winch he had formerly had to wait, upon him, nay twas a thing 
they contended for, which ſhould be moſt officious to him ; they 
guarded his Perſon againſt all attempts of danger, and every man 
was proud to be imployed in that Service. The barrenneſs of the 
Soyl did not hinder, but that he was plentifully furniſh'd with all 
neceſſary Proviſions, and happy they that could entertain him. D:- 
oſcorus, a Perſon of Quality, underſtanding that he was upon his 
Journey, ſent his man on purpoſe as-far as Ce/area to meet him, and 
deſire that he would think of noother Lodgings than at his Houſe. 
And the ſame invitation he had from ſeveral others ; but he accep- 
ted of that from Dioſcorus, who left the place where he then dwelt, 
and came thither on purpoſe to wait upon him, and that he mighr 
provide —_ the ſeverities of that Climate, he built an Houſe on 
__ or him, ſo contrived and ordered as might beſt ſecure him 

rom the inconveniencies of the approaching Winter, and crowded 
his Civilities ſo thick upon him, that Chryſoſtom .was forc'd ſome- 
times to chide, and almoſt fall out with him. Nor was Dioſcormus 
the only kind Perſon, ſeveral other great men writ to their Stewards 
and Tenants, commanding them to furniſh him with any thing that 
he ſtood in need of. The Biſhop 4 of the place was not the RR in 
his Addreſſes, he ſupplyed whatever might ſeem defeQtive, if any 
thing could be wanting after ſuch large and bountiful Proviſions, and 
indeed treated Chryſo/tom with that incomparable Charity and endear- 
ment, that if he would have admitted it, he would have quitted his 


See, and reſigned it up to him. The Climate which he had ſo much 


dreaded, agreed well with him, the clearneſs and. purity of the Air, 
and its temperature at that ſeaſon adding not a little to his recovery, 
his health returned apace, and within two days after his arrival he 
had perfe&ly worn off all the trouble and wearineſs of his Journey. 
The danger of the 1/avr;,, whom both he and his Friends were fo 
afraid of, was for that time over : For beſides that the Town was 
well Garriſon'd, the 1/aur: were retired upon the approach of Win- 
ter, not likely to return at ſooneſt till the next- Summer. Theſe 
I/auri were a hardy People that inhabited the Countrey next Mount 
Taurus, between Lycaonia and __ Infamous they were for _ 
uu an 
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2nd ſtealing, all the Villages ui the Countrey being (as Srrabo notes « ) 
Inceiy amo ugmivic 5 nothing elſe but neſts of Thieves and Rob. 
bers. And though the Romans under the Condu@ of P. Serw;ilizs 
(who hence deriv'd the Title of Iſauricws) pretty well ſcour'd the 
Countrey, yet they recovered again, and went on ſtill in the ſame 
lewd courfe and manner of Life, bei n all occaſions trouble. 
{ome to the Government, and deſtruQtive to their Nephoues, up- 
on whom they made-continual inroads, ſpoiling and plundering 
whatever came to hand. It was this good man's ill Fortune, or ra- 
ther the cruel policy of his Enemies, to be planted near ſuch de. 
ſperate and inhumane Neighbours, though at his firſt arrival the 
Coaſt was clear , and there was no preſent fear of any ſudden ir- 
tuption to diſturb his entertainment. It added not a little to his 
contentment, to find ſome of his deareſt Friends at this place. The 
Lady Sahbinianas, one of his Deaconefſes at Conftantinople, came to 


 Cucuſs the very ſame day that he arrived, and though ſhe was of a 
great age, and unit for Travel , _—_ in thoſe rough and un. 
C 


ealie Countries, yet ſhe conquered all difficulties with a maſculine 
ſpirit, and the eager deſire ſhe had to ſee and attend Chry/o/t,»y, 
and told him further, that ſhe came with an intention to have gone 
with him into Scyth:ia, whither it was confidently reported he was to 
be ſent, and that ſhe had fix*'d her Reſolution, ro await his motions, 
and never to defert him. Conff:ntins allo, one of his moſt intimate 
Presbyters, having got his leave, was come thither to aſſiſt and 
ſerve him ; not to mention thoſe many Biſhops and Presbyters, who 
came thither to ſalute, and converſe with ham. In ſhort, fo well 
was he pleas'd with the conveniencies of this place, that he was 
afraid he ſhould not be ſuffered to enjoy them, eſpecially after 0- 
[ympias and ſome others of his Friends began to make an intereſt at 
Court, that he might be remov'd to ſome other place. He defires 
her therefore not to preſs this roo far; if ſo much favour might be 
obtain'd, that it might be left co him to chuſe the place of his exile, 
and when he had done ſo, be permitted to continue there, or if 
the deſign was to transfer him to Cyzic«m, or ſome Port-town, or 
any place about Nicomedia, ſhe ſhould thankfully accept the grant; 
but if ſhe perceived they intended to remove him to a place of the 
{ame, or a remoter diftance, ſhe ſhould immediately obſtru& ir. 
He livd here in ſome tolerable eaſe and quiet, and was ſurrounded 
with the kindneſs and company of his Friends, and was fearful 
he might be defign'd for ſome more remote and defolate ' place, and 
dreaded the trouble and hardſhips of a Journey (which he had fo 
lately ſmarted under, and which had brought him even to deaths 
door) worſe than a thouſand baniſhments. 

V. SO aQtivea piety, as his Soul was inſpired with, would not 
ſuffer him to be idle, where-ever he was. He preach'd* frequently, 
and to a People that greedily entertain'd his Inftrutions. Nor did 
he feed the poor by bis Doctrine only, but by his Charity. A grie- 
vous dearth and fcarcity rag'd at that time in thoſe parts,and the poor 
found him a common Father, whoſe neceſſities he was enabled to re- 
lieve by the liberal fupplies he received as from others, ſoeſpecially 
from his dear Friend Olywpiac, Many that had been taken Captive 
by the 1/avr;, he pay'd their Ranſom, and redeemed from a _— 

worſe 
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worſe than death it ſelf. Nor did he. confine his care and charge to 
any one place. He had heretofore ſet on foot a deſign of driving 
Paganiſm out of Phexitia, and by his endeavours a conſiderable Pro- 
reſs had been made in it : But now to his no little grief he under- 
ood that it went down the wind, and that the Gezti/-s had mide 
Inſurre&ion, and fallen foul upon the Perſons imploy'd in it. This 
fad news ſet him again on work ®, ſome he ſent thither, to others he « v4. x98, 
earneſtly wrote about it, that either in their Perſons, or by their Let- XX1.». 785. 
ters they would excite and encourage fit Perſons to undertake it, and jya.s .. 
ſupport the Spirits of the Monks, who had met with ſuch ill ſucceſs Lx1%. p.82z; 
in that employment. And that the work might not ſtand ſtill for CXXML v-, 
want of Money to carry it on, he took order that Charges ſhould be ,. 4 EE 
allow'd both for the building of Churches, and defraying the Expen- 
ces of thoſe who laboured in ſo good a work, and at every turn pteſsd 
others to be liberal upon this occaſion. Nor did he forget his deſign FY 
of converting * the Gozhs to Chriſtianity, having formerly ordain'd | £#% XIV: 
Uniles, that Countryman, Biſhop, and ſent him thither, who had * '** 
attempted the thing with mighty ſucceſs. After whoſe death he 
now underſtood that Moduarius his Deacon was come to Conſtant:- 
le with Letters from the King of the Goths, requeſting that ano- 
ther Biſhop might be ſent amongſt them. Afraid he was that the 
Schiſmatical Biſhops at Conſtantinople would lay hold upon this occa- 
fion, and not only take upon them to Conſecrate a Perſon, but ſuch 
a one as ſhould be wholly unfit for that Aﬀair. He wrote therefore 
in all haſt to Olhympizs, that ſhe would uſe all her Intereſt to hin- 
der, or at leaſt delay it for the preſent, and jf poſſible, ſend Modu- 
arius privately to him, with whom he would eaſily adjuſt that mat- 
ter. What leiſure honrs he could ſpare from more publick bulineſs 
- he imploy'd in writing Books i , eſpecially that, whick was the laſt ; y,.,, ,;. 
Tra& he wrote, and which he dedicated to Ohmpizs, upon this Sub- « 37. pe 417; 
jet, that no man is hurt but by himſelf, intending it with reſpe& both 
to her and himſelf, as an uncontroulable Argument to ſubmiſſion 
and patience, and for that purpoſe wiſh'd her to peruſe it every day. 
Nor was it a ſmall Portion of his time that was ſwallowed up in wri- 
ting Letters, the greateſt part of his Epiſtles now extant being writ- 
ten from this place, and ſometime after his remove. But above all 
others he thought it neceſſary for him to write * to the Biſhops and * #+.ctxxw-: 
Clergy, that for his ſake were in Priſon at Chalcedon, whom he com- * 5 
mends for their undaunted behaviour under Sufferings, beſeeching 
them till to maintain a gan and preſence of mind ſuitable to 
the miſeries they endur'd, and in the midft of all to concern them- 
ſelves for the good of the Church, aſſuring them that though their 
care and ſtudy herein might want ſucceſs, it ſhould not want its re- 
ward at the hands of God. To the ſame effe&t he wrote a more ge- 
neral Epiſtle | to all the Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons that were * xt. r. 4 
impriſoned upon this account, that their Sufferings had made them ?: 535: 
renowned and eminent through the whole World, which ſhould not 
be in vain, that if their Suffering were ſo great, what would be their 
Reward ? That they ſhould rejoyce and be glad, and quit themſelves 
like men, and remember how many their exemplary courage and con- 
ſtancy had armed with patience, how many that were wavering it 
tad confirm'd, and reviv'd their SY Spirits, the importance of 
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it reaching beyond thoſe who had the happineſs to behold itz and 
that they ſhould ſuſtain them by a continual reflection upon that A- 
poſtolick Truth, that the ſufferinns of this preſent 11me are not worthy 
to be rompar”d with the Glory which ſhall be revealed in #s. 

VI. BUT how pleaſant ſoeveran entertainment Cucsſuws might af. 
ford this good t his firſt arrival, it was nor long before it ap- 
pear'd in its own Colours, and things put on another face. The Win- 
ter grew upon him", and prov'd more piercing and iÞarp than or- 
dinary, and though he made the belt Proviſion, that warm Cloaths, 
good Fires, and a cloſe Room could make againlt it, yet could not 
all this ſecure him from the extremity of the cold, which broughr 
upon him Rhewms, Coughs, and the old Infirmities of his :tomac::, 
Vomitings, Head-ach, a nauſcating of Meats, and all thele attend- 
cd with want of Reſt, not getting any ſleep for ſome nights toge- 
ther. Theſe Diſtempers brotight him very low, and made him oft 
keep his Bed, and live within a conſtant proſpett of death, and look 
upon his Condition for at leait two months as far worſe tlian that of 
a dying Perſon. But the Spring coming on, and the return ofthe 
Sun clearing and warming the Air with its gentle and benign Beams, 


| his ſickneſs abated, and by degrees he retriv'd his health, but was 
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{till forc'd to obſerve a moſt ſtrict regularity 1n his Diet, and to 
deal only in ſuch forts, and in ſuch proportions, as his Stomach was 
beſt able to digeſt. But alas the Spring that reſtored his health, 
brought along with it another miſchief, not much inferior to a mor- 
tal ſickneſs. The 1/auri finding the time of the year fit for a march, 
made a general inroad * into that Countrey ; all ways and paſſages 
werefill'd with theſe mercileſs free-booters, and all Fiſh that came to 
Net,Men, Women,and Children were either kilPd,or made Slaves,you 
could ſcarce go any way, but you might behold miſerable ſpeQtacles 
of deſolation, Cities ſack*d, Houſes demoliſt?d, Fields loaded with 
heaps of ſlaughtered Carcaſes, and Rivers more than dyed with 
Blood. Art Cncuſ#s they expeRtecd to be belieg'd every day, a party 
of three hundred came ſuddenly upon them in a very ſtormy night, 
and paſs'd through the City, and had they not been accidentally di- 
verted, had ſeiz'd Chryſoftom, who knew nothing of the danger till 
the next morning. Theſe continual frights and alarms made both 
him and many more oft leave the Town, and betake themſelves to 
Rocks and Woods, or any place that might afford a preſent Shelter. 
And though he was ſometimes carried into the Caſtle, where he 
ſcemed more ſecure from danger, yet the tragical Stories that were 
daily told, and the dreadful-expeQations of a violent ſtorm or ſiege, 
took away the comfort of that ſecurity, which conſtrained them to- 
yoo the following Winter to remove him to a place of greater 
afety. 
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His Afts from the Death of Arlacius, till his own Death. 


The Death of Arſacius, and Succeſſion of Atticus. Atticus who. An Edit 


commanding all to communicate with him. A fierce Perſecution of the 


Joannites at Conſtantinople, ard elſewhere. Several Inſtances of the 
Sufferings of particular Perſont. A Synod conven'd at Rome upon 


Chryſoſtom's account. Honorius's Letters to Arcadius, in his behalf. 


Legats ſent by the Sywod to Conſtantinople. Their ill Voyage thither, 
and barbarous Uſage there. Chryloſtom's Letters ro them. Chry- 
{oſtom forc'd to ſhelter himſelf in Woods and Mountains, The place of 
his Abode ſhew'd there at this day. His removal to Arabilſus, ad equal 
daygers and imconveniencies in that place. The time of his continuance 
here. His laſt Letter to Pope Innocent. His Enemies at Court pro- 
cure an Order for his removal to Pityus «por the Pontic Sea, and why. 
The great Cruelties uſed towards him by the Soldiers in this journey. His 
coming to Comana-Pontica, Admoniſh'd of his — —_ di(Jolutt. 


on, by the Viſion of S. Baliliſcus the Martyr. His preparation for death. 


His laſt Prayer, Doxology, and Death. The'Solemmty of his Funeral. 


His Aze, and the time of his ſitting in that See. 


< 


l. IXTEEN Months and ſome odd Days Arſacius * had now fat in 
his Uſurp*d See of Conſtantizople, when he departed this Life 
November the xith Azu, CCCCV. The See remain'd vacant 

(in their ſence, for they look'd upon Chryſoſtom as depos'd) four 

Months, all which time ſtrong Competirions were {et on foot, and In- 

tereſts made for ſeveral perſons, which at length centred in Articus, a 

Presbyter of that Church. He was born at Sebaſtes in Armenia, and 

in his younger years had been educated among the Monks of the Mz- 

cedonian-way, Followers of Exftathius , and very numerous in that 

Countrey, whom he afterwards deſerted, and went over to the Catho- 

lics. A Man rather ſubtle than learned, and fitter to lay a cratty Plot, 

than to diſpute for and defend the Faith. His Sermons were mean 
and fapleſs, and though he ſtudied hard, and continually read the an- 


cient Orators, yet he never attain'd any degrees of Eloquence. 


in his 


Converſation he was ſmooth and plauſible, and knew how to adapt 
himſelt to the perſons that he had to deal with, and to be either mild 
or ſtern, as occaſion call'd for it, and in his higheſt Rant could on a ſud- 
den put on the contrary humor. He was a profels'd enemy to Chry/o- 
/tom, and had been one of his prime Accuſers 1n the Synod at the Oat, - 
yea, mems wnoyavns mryvims?, the Man that had contriv'd and laid 
the 'whole Plot and Delign againſt him. Which, perhaps, was one of ?- 55: 
the beſt qualifications that recommended him to this place : which he 
was no ſooner poſſeſſed of, but he endeavor'd to reduce the Joannites 
ro a compliance with him. But finding that not. only the Biſhops, but 
the People generally ſtood at a diſtance from him, he fled to the uſual 
refuge in ſuch caſes, the ſecular Arm,and knowing it the Biſhops were 
once brought in, the People would follow of courle, he fir{t procur'd 
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the following EdiQ: IF any Biſhop do not communicate with Theophilus, 
Porphyrty, ad Atticus, /et him be depos'd from his See, and depriv/d of all 
his Eftate. And to ſtrike a terror into all ſorts of perſons, and that the 
Laity might not think themſelves exempted, another Edi& was pub- 
liſh*d, commanding that Perſons of Place, and Dignity, ſhould forfeit 
their Honours and Offices, Commanders and Soldiers be caſhier'd, 
Tradeſmen and common People fined in conſiderable Sums, and ba- 
niſh'd. Toprevent the ſeverity of theſe Laws, ſome that were Rich 
complied to ſave their Eſtates, others that were Poor, or that ſaw not 
far into the ſtate of things, were by large promiſes drawn into com- 
munion with him. But the far greateſt part ſtood off, and preferr'd the 
goodneſs of their Cauſe before Riches or Honour, Kindred, or Coun- 
trey, and choſe rather to flie to the Mountains, or to hide themſelyes in 
the remoteſt Monaſteries, or to betake themſelves into Foreign Parts ; 
and thoſe that did ſtay, were forc'd to aſſemble in the Fields, and toof- 
fer up their Devotions under the open Canopy of Heaven. 
IT. NOR was it thus only at Conſtantinople, but almoſt in all other 
= of the Eft, where ſeveral Biſhops 4 were baniſh'd into themoſt 
rbarous Countries, and kept in common. Jayls; Cyriacus Biſhop of 
Emeſa was carried Fourſcore Miles from his own Countrey , and kept 
Priſoner in a Caſtle at Palmyra in,Perſia. Enlyſins Biſhop of Boſtra in 
Arabia, was ſent three days journey to MiÞhas, a Caſtle of the Arabs, 
adjoining tothe Saracens. Palladins to Syene, a Town near the Blem- 
myes, or Ethiopians. Demetrins farther into that part of Oaſis that lies 
next to the” Mazices. Serapion, after he had undergone ſeveral Accuſa- 
tions without any manner of proof,and by the command of his Judges 


had been ſhamefully abus'd and beaten, even to the — out his 


teeth, was commanded into his own Countrey. H:lary, a perſon vene- 
rable for his Age and Piety, one who for. Eighteen years together had 
not eaten one bir of Bread, feeding only upon Roots and Herbs; after 
he had been ſeverely ſcourg'd by the Clergy, was baniſh'd into the 
moſt diſconſolate Parts of Pontus. Antonius was forc'd to conceal him- 
ſelf among theRocks in Paleſtin. Timotheus Biſhop of Maronea, and 
ohn Biſhop of Lydia, fled into Macedonia, Rodow a Biſhop in Az to 
itylene, Gregory a Lydian Biſhop into Phrygia : Briſſo, Palladins's Bro. 
ther, —_— quitted his Church, and retiring to a Farm of his 
own, cultivated it with his own hands. Elp;4;us, the great Biſhop of 
L aodicea in Syria, kept himſelf, rogether with Pappws, three years to- 
gether in a Garret, where they gave themſelves intirely to Prayer. 
Heraclides Biſhop of Epheſus was impriſon'd at Nicomedia, where he 
continu'd many years, and perhaps died there. Srephex a Monk,for no 
other cauſe but bringing Letters from Rome, was kept Ten Months 
Priſoner at Conſtantinople, where he was unmercifully handled, and af- 
ter all refuſing communion, had the fleſh rak*d oft his breaſt and ſides, 
which my Author aſſures us he ſaw with his own eyes; and when with 
much difficulty cur'd, he was Ten Months after baniſh*'d to Pelsſium. 
A Provincial Soldier that belong'd to the Schole Palatine, for being but 
ſuſpeRed to favour Chry/oſtom, was ſubjeCted to various'torments, and 
after the moſt bloody and barbarous raking off his fleſh, was ſent Pri- 
ſoner to Petre. I paſs by many others mention'd by my Author, and 
only add what he relates from the Deacon that attended them , the 
cruel and ſpiteful uſage that the Biſhops met with from the Officers 


ap- 
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appointed to convey them to the ſeyeral places of theirExite,who treat- 
ed them with that Rigor and Inhumanity,that made them weary of li- 
ving, and to chuſe Death rather than Life. The Money they carried 
along v ith them to defray the Charges of their Journey, they took 
from them, and ſhar'd it among themſelves ; they ſet them upon the 
molt ſtarv*d and leanJades that could be gotten,and then forc'd them to 
go two days journey 1n one day, brought them into their Inns late at 
night, and hurried them thence early the next morning , ſo that they 
had ſcarce time to cat, and that little they did, their tomach was not 
able to retain. Their, Ears they grated with filthy and obſcene. dil- 
courſes, and when they came near any Church, ſuffered them not to go 
into it, but drave them either into Inns and Bawdy-houſes, or into the 
ynagogues of Jews or Samaritans , as they more particularly did at 
Jarſ«s. The Biſhops of the oppoſite Faftion were all the way fo far 
from ſhewing them the leaſt Humanity, that they hir'd the Guards to 
hurry them away, and partly by Bribes, partly by Thteatnings, ſpurr'd 
them on to more om and Severity ; and when the Laity 
would have entertain'd them, they would not permit it. By this means 
Men were frighted from all offices of kindneſs , though there wanted 
not ſome, whodurſt own their Cauſe in that evil time, eſpecially the 
Biſhops of the ſecoxaCappadocia,who wept with them and for them,and 
reſented their Caſe with a generous Sympathy , in which number 
they who deſerv'd moſt honourable mention, were Theodore Biſhop of 
Tyan, Serapion of Oftracina , who had been Biſhop XLV, and Boſþo- 
rins of Colonia, who had been Biſhop XLVIII years. 

I. WHILE theſe things were ated in the Eft, the Biſhops were 
not idle in the We/#. Pope Innocent made a Breviate of the ſeveral 


Meſſages and Diſpatches that had come, which he ſent © to Honorins, « pallad. c.4 
who thereupon commanded a Synod thould be called, and the reſult of e. 28. 


it ſent to him, The Biſhops of 7ra/y met accordingly, and agreed up- 
on an Addreſs to the Emperor, that he would write to-his Brother A-- 
cadius,that a Council might be conven'd at Theſſa/onici,where both the 
Eaſtern and Weſtern —_ might conveniently meet, and conſtitute a 
Synod that might nicely determine the Caſe, not ſo much by the num- 
ber of perſons, as the y—_ of the Sentence that ſhould be paſſed. 
The Emperor conſented, and deſiring the Synod to ſend by Meſſengers 
of their own, wrote the following Letter to Arcadins. 


This is the thir4 time that I have written to your Clementy ; requeſt- 
ing that the Proceedings which by 4 malicious Combination have been carried 
on azainſt John Biſhop of Conſtantinople, might be redified: which it 
ſeems is not yet done. Wherefore being greatly ſolicitous about the peace of 
the Church, whereby onr Empire is preſerv'd quiet and peaceable , I have 
once more written by theſe Biſhops and Presbyters, that you would pleaſe to 
order the Biſbops of the {t :0 2neet ar Theflalonica, In order wherennto 
our Weſtern Bsſbops have made choice of perſons of unbiaft Trath and In- 
tegrity, five Biſhops, two Presbyters,and one Deacon of the Roman Church, 

to come wpon this Errand, whom I defire you to recerve with all Honour and 
Refpedt ; that if they be ſatisfied that John was daly and juſtly deposd; 1 
alſo upon their information may withdraw from Communion with him : or 

if they can convince the Eaftern Biſbops, rhat they have been knowingly 

guilty of evil Praitices in this matter, they may prevail with you to fer 
their 
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their Communion. What opinion the Weſtern Biſhops have CONCEYAING 
John, is evident from all the Epiſtles that have been ſent me ; whereof I 
have annext two, of the ſame importance with the reſt,one from the Biſhop 
of Rome, the orher from him of Aquileia, But above all things T beſeech 
30u t0 take care, that Theophilus of Alexandria, who 7s reported tobe the 
chief Author of all theſe miſchiefs, may whether he will or no be ford to 
appear, that ſo the Council meeting with no Obſtruction, may eſtabliſh ſuch 
a Peace, as may become the tranquility of our Reign. 


This Letter f, together with others from Innocent, Chromatius of 
Aquileia, Venerius ot Milan,and the reſt, were delivered to A:milius 
Biſhop of Beneventum, Cythegins, and Gaudentius Biſhops, and to /a- 
lentinian and Boniface Presbyters , with whom went Cyriacus, Deme- 
trins, Palladins, and Eulyſins, all Eaſtern Bilhops. They received like- 
wiſe a Memorial from the Synod, which was to this effe&t ; That Chry- 
ſoſtom fhould not be admitted to fit in Council, till he was reſtor'd to 
Communion, and the poſlefſion of his See, that ſo all pretence of Ca- 
lamny being remov'd, he might of his own accord come in, and take 
his place. Thus furniſh'd with authority. and inſtruQtions, they ſer 
forwards at the Public Charge in their Journey to Conſtantinople, but 
the Malice of their Enemies was too quick for them ; for as they paſt 
by Athens, they were detain'd by the 7ribyne that commanded inthoſe 
Parts, who ſent a Centurion with them, but would not ſuffer them to 
g0to Theſſalonica, where they intended to deliver their Letter to Axy- 
{3x5 Biſhop of the place, He divided their Company, and put them 
aboard two ſmall Veſſels and after a very tempeſtuous Paſſage, where- 
inthey ate nothing for three days,on the third day about Noon they 
came before Conſtantinople, at a place near YVi#ors Countrey-houſe, 
Here they were ſtopt by the Officers of the Cuſtom-houſe, who forc'd 
them back, and ſent them Priſoners to Arhyra, a Caſtle on the Coaſt of 
Thrace, where they were kept afunder, the 1ra/ians in an Apartment 
by themſelves, and Cyr/acus and his Company ſeparated from one ano- 
ther, and that with ſo much ſtrictneſs, that they were not permitted 
to have a Servant to attend them.- Next, their Letters were demanded, 
which they refus'd to part with, ſaying, How can we that are Embaſ- 
ſadors, deliver the Emperors, and the Biſhops Letters, to any other but 
the Emperor ? Patricius the Secretary, and ſeveral others, were ſent 
upon this Errand, but to no purpoſe, till at length came Yalerian,a ſtur- 
dy Cappadvciana Military Commander,who rudely preſſing upon them, 
broke the Thumb of Marianus, one of the Biſhops then preſent,in the 
Scuffle,and took away the Letters by force from them. The next day 
came Meſſengers from Court,or at leaſt from Atticus,who brought them 
three thouſand pieces of Mony,perſuading them'to communicate with 
Atticus, and not to mention the proceedings about Chry/ſoſtom. But 
they rejeted the Motion, and finding by their barbarous treatment, 
that they were like to do little good, defir'd, that fince they could do 
nothing in order to Peace, they might at leaſt be ſuffered fafely to re- 
turn home. While they continued here , Chry/otom wrote no leſs 
than three ſeveral Letters * to them, with all due thankfulneſs,acknow- 
ledging their pious Care, and generous Charity, in undertaking fo te- 
dious and dangerousa Voyage upon this account, a kindneſs for which 
not he only, but all the Eaſtern Biſhops were obliged to them, And wt 
rac 
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the very ſame purpoſe, and the fame manner of Epiſtles", he wrote » #2. Clxv, 
to the Biſhops that came along with them, that is, to Cyriacus and his ©" J's) 
Collegues. Ar length, when no Arts could prevail upon them , and Fe Culviite #+ 
they itill perſiſted ia their deſires to be gone,//aleriax was ſent to them, 891. 
who clapt them aboard a rotten Ship, with twenty Soldiers drawn out 
of ſeveral Regiments, and as the report went, agreed with the Maſter 
of the Ship to caſt the Biſhops away in the Voyage. Having ſail'd a 
great way, they were upon the very brink of ruine,when they arrivd 
at Lampſacus, where they chang'd their Ship,and on the twentieth day 
after their ſetting out, reacht Hydruns, a City in Calabria, whence they 
ot to Rome, and four Months after their firſt ſetting our, ended their 
ruitleſs and unfortunate Embaſly, not being able ſo much as to giveal 

account, where, or in what condition Chryfom was, AS for Cyriacus 
Biſhop of Emeſa, Demetrius, Palladivs, and Eulyſius , the Companions 
both of their Voyage and their Sufferings, and whom they left behind 
them in Priſon at A4chyra, they were ſoon after ſent into Baniſhment, 
Cyriacws to Palmyra in Perſia, and the reſt to other places, as we have 
before related, Bs SE: BETH 

IV. THE dangers to. which Chry/offom was continually expos'd at 
Crcuſus, ( where he had now ſojourn'd a full year ) made him ſutfi- 
ciently weary of that place. The following Winter he ſpent in ſhift- 
ing up and down from place to place, as they could adminiſter to his 
{helter and ſafety,the Woods and the Rocks,next to God's Providence, 
being his beſt ſecurity. And here I cannot but mention the Relation 
of a Modern Traveller ”, who deſcribing his Journey through thoſe 7/3 7-29 
Parts, tells us, They came to Charliqueu a famous Town in Armenia, 1. c. 2. p. 6. 
about two Miles from which, in the midſt of a Plain, ariſes a vaſt | 
Rock, upon the North-ſide whereof you aſcend about nine or ten ſteps 
into a Chamber , with a Bed, a Table, and a Cupboard in it, all 
hewen out of theRock, Upon the Weſt-lide, you aſcend other five 
or ſix ſteps that lead to a little Gallery about five or (ix foot long , and 
three broad, cut alſo out of the Rock, though of extraordinary hard- 
neſs. The Tradition of the Chriſtians of that place affirms, that S. 
Chryſoſtow made this Rock his retiring place , where they ſhew you 
the print of a Man's _ Upon which account the Caravans of 
Chriſtian Merchants oy ho eir Devotions at this Rock, the Biſhop of 
the place, attended by ſome Prieſts, who have every one a Taper in his 
hand, going and ſaying Prayers, But I return : The holy Man having: 
ſhifte for himſelf as well as he could in the Parts about Cucuſ#s , he | 
was remov'd to Arabiſſus *, a City alſo of the Leſſer Armenia,as a place * F1ib. Lxvii. 
of greater ſafety againſt the 7/aurian Inroads. But though he chang'd gr prin: 
the Stage, the Scene continued much-what the ſame. The barbarous «. 10. p. 55. 
People ſtill forrag'd the Countrey,and came up hither,who forc'd him 
to quit the Town, and retire for SanQtuary into the Caſtle, which yet 
prov'd more ſad and diſmal than a Priſon. Without were fig htings, with- 
in were fears; without nothing but Danger threatned them at the 
Gates, and the dreadful Proſpe& of a waſted, burnt, and defolated 
Country was round about them;within Famin began to rage,caus'd by 
the ſtraitneſs of the place, and the multitudes of People that had fled 
thither. And yet his own caſe ſtill much worſe : for beſides his ſhare 
in the common Calamity, he labour'd under a long and dangerous fick- 
eſs, which the late hard Winter, and his being forc'd to ſeek pro- 
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teftion from Woods and Caverns, had brought upon him; and all this 
aggravated with the want of his Friends, whom the infeſted Roads, 
and the dangers of the Paſſage would not ſuffer to come at him. In 
theſe Parts he continued all the Summer,and the greateſt part,I gueſs, 
if not the whole, of the following Winter, taking all opportunities of 
preaching about the OC Countrey , and reducing the rude 
and untaught People both to Civility and Religion. Towards the con- 
cluſion of his ſtay here, he wrote a Letter » to Pope Innocent , which 
being very elegant, (could it be rendred agreeable to its native Lan- 
guage) andone of the laſt that ever he wrote, we ſhall here inſert. 


To INNOCENT Biſhop of Tome, 
JOHN in our LORD greeting. / 


His Body of ours is indeed confin'd to one place,but the Mind mounted 
| upon the wings of Love ranges throughous the World, ſo that though 
kept aſunder at ſo vaſt a diſtance, yet are we near your Piety, and converſe 
with you every day ; while with the eyes of the Soul we behold the bravencſ; 
of your Spirit, your ſincere Aﬀettion, im nutable Conſtancy, and the abundant 
and never-failing Conſolation you adr 'niſter to us. For the higher the 
Waves are carried up, the more the Re+«.s and Quick-ſa. 's that lurk under- 
meath , the more bluſtring and tempeſtuous the Stor; ure 7 much the 
greater is your Care and Vigilance , which neither the g eatneſs of the way, 
nor length of time, nor perplexity of affairs, have "mad any whit more re- 
miſs or ſlack : but you continue to imitate the moſt exce lent Pilots, who are 
the moſt wai:hful, when they ſee the Waves mounted aloft, the Sea begin to 
rage and ſw: ), the Water to flow amain into the Ship, and the Day hurl'd 
into a Midny 't-darkneſs. For which we return you many thanks, and de- 
fire nothing mc e, then what to us would be the greateſt pleaſure and content- 
ment, frequenti to ſend whole Pacquets of Letters to you. But ſince the 
ſolitarineſs of this place denies us that happineſs, ( for not only thoſe that 
come from you, but not ſo much as thoſe that dwell in theſe Parts can come 
at us, both becauſe we are ſhut up in a moſt blind and remote corner of the 
World, and becauſe Thieves and Robbers every where way-lay and infeſt the 
paſſages) we beg, that our long continued ſilence may rather move your 
Pity,than provoke you to charge us with NegletF. For be aſſur'd *tis #0 
Contempt has made us ſo, and therefore laying hold of an opportunity we 
have long waited for, the Journey of the Reverend and Beloved Presbyter, 
John, ad Paul the Deacon, we have writ to you , and think we cannot 
thank you enough for that kindneſs and compaſſion you have ſhen'd us, be- 
youd wy tenaereſt bowels of a Father. For what in you lies, you have taken 
care, that all things be duly reform'd and rettified, all ſcandals and diſorders 
remov*d, the Churches ſetled in Peace, and a pleaſant ſerenity, that all things 
7un in a proper Channel, and neither the Laws be ſubjetted to contempt or 
forcegnor the Conſtitutions of the ancient Fathers wviolated.But there are thoſe 
that bave hindred theſe deſigns from taking any effetF, and not content with 
what they have done heretofore , by their lat avempts they have out-done 
the Villany of their former Prattices. I ſhall not venture to ſet them down, 
the particular account whereof would exceed the limits not of an Epiſtle 
only, but an Hiſtory. But although they have ſo entangled and confounded 
all things, that they ſeem incurably diſordered, and uncapable of a Reforma- 
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tion, yet T beſeech you fill endeavour to reclaim them, and not give the affair 
over in deſpair, conſidering of what mighty importance it would be to bring 
it to an happy iſſue, and indeed in ſome Om the whole world is intereſted 
and concerned. in this matter. The Churches are waſted and brought low, 
the People diſperſed, the Clergy ſubdued and trampled on;the Biſhops baniſht, 
and the Eccleſiaſtick Canons trodden down. Once therefore and again , yea 
and again I beſeech you to uſe your utmoſt care and dilivence, aud the greater 
the ſtorm is, let your ſtudy and endeavour be fo much the more. For Thave 
yet ſome hope, that things may be brought to ſome good ſucceſs. But if not, 
the —_ God will however prepare 4 Crown for the reward of your la- 
bours, and the ſuffering Parties will receive no. ſmall comfort from the 
abundance of your charity. I am now in the third year of” my Baniſhment; 
expos'd to Famine, Peſtilence, War, continaal Sieges, to an incredible ſoli- 
tude and deſolation, to death every day, and to the points of the Iſaurian 
Swords. In the midſt of all which Evils, *tis no little ſupport and comfort, 
that we have an intereſt in your conſtant and immutable affettion, and free- 
dom of addreſſing to you , and that we are refreſht ſo much by your ready 
and ſincere Charity. This i our Fortreſs, this our Security,this our calm and 
quiet Haven, this the treaſury of a thouſand good thing s,this is our rejoicing, 
and the ſpring of infinite pleaſure and delight. And if after all, we ſhould 
be driven into a more deſolate corner, then that wherein we now are, *tis this 
would make #8 depart with a mighty conſolation under all our Sufferings. 


This Letter he deliverd to the Presbyter and Deacon , whom he 
mentions in it, whom by a ſhort Epiſtle * he recommended to Proba, a 
noble Lady at Rope, to take care of them, as by another * afterwards 
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(if it be meant of the ſame diſpatch ) he return'd thanks to Juliana #- 995- 


and the reſt of her company, for the kindneſs and civility of their en- 
tertainment. | 
V, IN the cloſe of his Letter to the Biſhop of Rope, he intimated 
a ſuſpicion of a delign to remove him to a worſe place. And herein he 
prov'd too truea Prophet. His Enemies » beheld with an evil eye the 
great reſpe& he met with in all places, it vext them to ſee ſo many 
flocking after him,ſo that 4ntiachſeem'd to be tran{lated into Armenia, 
and his excellent DoQrine and Chriſtian Philoſophy to be brought 
back to Antioch, They, above all things, wiſh'd him out of the world, 
and becauſe his frequent diſtempers, and the uncomfortableneſs.of his 
abode did not make haſte enough they reſolv'd to try whether another 
place would not do it. To this end Sewerjan of Gabals, Porphyry of 
Antioch, and others of that Party, by their Friends at Court procur'd 
an Order from the Emperor, commanding under Penalty , that with- 
out delay he ſhould be remoy'd to Pjty«s,the more barren and deſolate 
place of the whole Region of 7zaxa,and ſituate upon the very ſhore 
of the Pontic Sea. The Pretorian Soldiers appointed for his Guard, 
us'd him by the way with more than ordinary ruggedneſs and ſeveri- 
ty, ſaying, They had Orders {o to do, plainly declaring, That if they 
could weary him out of his Life in the Journey, they expeQted prefer- 
ment for their pains. One indeed had more regard to common huma- 
nity,than his own intereſt, and privately did him all the kind offices 
he could. But what Cruelty was wanting in him, there was another 
made up, a Man of fo ill a Nature, that when Addreſſes were made to 
him by the way to be kind to the holy Biſhop,he took them as ſo many 
XN X XN 2 Inzu- 
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Injuries offer*d to himſelf, his main buſineſs being to haſten him to an 
untimely End. When it rain'd with the greateſt violence, he would 
po on, though himſelf was wet to the very skin ; *rwas a pleaſure to 
im to ttavel in the extreme heat of the day, becauſe he knew how 
much it wonld afflift the good Man. When they came to any Town 
where there wasthe conveniency of a Bath for his refreſhment , he 
would not ſuffer|him to ſtay a minute. In this troubleſom way of 
journying, ( more cruel to him than death, and by which his bod 
was tann'd, like an Apple redded in the Sun,as my Author expreſles i) 
they had now ſpent a conſiderable time,and were come to Comana Poy- 
tics, (not the Coniana in Armenia, as Sozomen by Miſtake makes it) a 
City of Cappadocia at the foot of the Anzitaurws,where they wonld not 
ſuffer him to lodge, but carried him toa place five or (ix Miles off, the 
Martyrium or Oratory of S. Baſiliſcus, who had been ſometime Biſhop 
of Comana, and in the Perſecution under Maximian, ſuffer'd Martyr. 
dom at Nicomedia 1n Bithynia, We are told that in the Night the 
Martyr appear'd to him, and faid, Be of good comfort, Brother , for to 
morrow we ſhall be together ; and that he had foretold his arrival tothe 
Presbyter that attended that place, and had bid him provide a place for 
our Brother John, for he is coming. In confidence of, and compliance 
with the warning he had receiv'd, o_ the next day requeſted 
of his Guard, that he might ſtay there till eleven of the clock , which 
they churliſhly denied, and hurried him out. But they had not gone 
four Miles, when finding him extremely 111, they brought him back to 
the Oratory, When he was come in , he call'd for white Cloaths, 
which he put on faſting, having ſtript himſelf from head to foot , and 
beſtow'd thoſe he put off upon them that attended him. Then he 
receiv'd the holy Euchariſt, and before them all made his laſt Prayer, 
and having concluded with his uſual Doxology, Glory be to God for all 
things that happen, and ſeal'd up all with his laſt A4mey, he ſtretch'd out 
himſelf, and gently refign'd up his Soul to Chriſt. It hapned that 
there was at this time thereabouts a mighty confluence of Monks, ho- 
ly Virgins, and other pious perſons from Syria, C:ilicia, Pontws, and 4r- 
-enia, as if they had been purpoſely ſummon'd thither, all which were 
great Mourners at his Funeral. The Corps being RT for its In- 
terment, the day was kept Feſtival, and like another victorious Cham- 
pion, he was _—_ to his Grave, and buried in the ſame Tomb with 
S. Baſfiliſcus, He died onthe _ of the Exaltation of the Holy Crofs, 
( which himſelf had ſo cheerfully born for many = ) Septemb.xtv. 
Ann. Chr. CCCCVII. in the LIId year, and eighth Month of his age, 
the third Year, and third Month of his Exile, and after he had been 
Bithop of Conſtantinople nine years, fix months, and ſixteen days. 
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SECT. IX. 
The Charafter of bis Perſon, Temper, and Endowments. 


The deſcription of his outward ſhape. His natural temper Cholerick ; 
how encreas'd. His mighty Zeal for God, and paſſionate concernmexnt 
for the Truth and Honour of Religion. His unweatied diligence ad 
#aelity in his Epiſcopal Charge. His impartial, reſolute, and undaunt- 
ed carriage towards all, His contempt of the World, His Charity; 
and earneſt preſſing others to it. The Charge of his not keeping Hoſpi- 
tality conſidered; and anſwered. His humility. Actus'd of pride, and 
why. The reaſons of his dining alowe. His natutal abilities. Great 
learning. His Talent in preaching, and peculiar excellency in expound- 
ing Scripture. His expoſitions accounted the rule of Orthodoxy. His 
little oftentation of Secular Learning. The many excellent Scholars bred 
under him. His incomparable ſtyle, and maſtery in eloquence. The 
Charatter given of it by the Ancients. Spurious pieces fathered upon 
him. The opus imperfeQtum, 7he iſſ#e of a Latine Perm. The caſe 
of his Litur $4.3 


ji E was in his outward ſhape (if we may credit the deſcrip- 
tion the Greek Menologies give of him) low of ſtature, his 

Head big, but bald (whence Paladizs ſays © of him, that 

he had m> *Etorzixov xogrior, A bald-pate like Elin) his forehead 
large, but full of wrinkles, his eyes ſunk deep inwards, but withal 
uick and amiable, his Cheeks larik and hollow, his Beard ſhort and 
thin. *Twas the look of a man truly mortified to the World, one 
that by the admirable ftrifneſs of his life, had ſubdued the Fleſhto 
the Spirit, and had brought the appetites of Sence in ſubje&ion to 
the Lawsof Reaſon. He was naturally iriclin'd to Choler, which as 
it was greatly increas'd by an over-rigorous abſtinence, ſo it infusda 
more than ordinary briskneſs and aCtivity into his temper, and made 
him fearleſly attempt, and reſolutely go on with any undertaking, 
wherein his Duty or the intereſt of Religion was concern'd. His 
Zeal for God always tranſported him beyondall cotſiderations of con- 
veniency or danger, he was himſelf true to the tules of piety, and 
he endeavoured to make others ſo. The truth and honour of the 
Chriſtian Religion he ſtrenuouſly defended againſt the attempts of 
Gentiles on the one hand, and Hereticks on the other. He wrote a- 
gainſt them, and where Arguments would not do, implor'd the help 
of the civil Authority to afſiſtin it. He was ſtartled to find that in 
that broad daylight of Chriſtianity, Phenicia, a neighbouring Coun- 
trey, was Aill overſpread with the darkneſs of Paganiſm and Idola- 
try : For tlie Converſion whereof he form'd a ſociety of zealous Per- 
ſons, whom he prevail'd with to undertake it, and procur'd Imperi- 
al Edits to back them, and by his own, and the Charity of others 
furniſh'd out a Stock to carry it on, and when the work not orily 
ſtood ill, but went backwards, he ceas'd not even in the time of 
his exile to reinforce it, and make proviſion for the Chafges 6f L 
T6 
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He frequently filencd the Blaſphemies, and ſuppreſs'd the inſolences 
of the Arians, Anomeans, Marcionites, and other home-enemies to the 
Faith , and us'dall kindly and probable methods to reduce them from 
the errors of their ways. 

I THE Afﬀairs of his Epiſcopal Cure he follow'd with all ima- 
ginable ſollicitude and fidelity, he conſtantly attended publick Pray- 
ers, preach'd frequently, and ſome parts of the year, eſpecially in 
Lent, 'every day. And when at any time detain'd by ſickneſs * , was 
wont to account this forc'd ſilence,and abſence from his People, worſe 
than the Diſeaſe it ſelf. And no ſooner was he reſtord to any mea- 
ſures of ſtrength, but he return'd to the Pulpit with a kind of Tri- 
umph and rejoycing, declaring he look'd upon this opportunity of 
converſing with his beloved Auditory as the ſweeteſt accent of his 
health, and was as much affeQed and delighted with it, as men are 
wont to be, that after a tedious abſence, and a long Journey are 
come home ſafe. The irregularities of his Clergy, . grown more 
looſe through the incircumſpeCtion of a mild and ealie Predeceſſor, 
he corre&ed ſharply, and though it created him no little envy. and 
oppoſition, he went thorow with it, ſuſpending and diſcharging 
thoſe, whom perſwaſion and admonition would not reclaim. His 
Reproofs were ſevere and impartial, he neither fear'd or ſpard the 
greateſt, nor deſpisd and overlook'd the meaneft. His - generous 
mind was too big to be, aw'd from the diſcharge of his duty, in this 
no Intereſt could oblige him, from this no terrors or threatnings 
could affright him, where-ever he eſpied a real and material fault, he 
let fly atit, and if private admonition would dono good, they were 
ſure to hear of it in publick, and that many times with tare refleCti- 
ons, the chief occaſions that engag'd the Empreſs, and the great 
Miniſters at Court in fo fierce and violent a Perſecution of him. 
Sometimes he would ſet himſelf to jear © men out of Vice, and jironi- 
cally ſalute them by contrary names, the Drunkard he would call a 
Water-drinker, the Covetous, Poer ; and the Thief gexrle and merciful, 
Vertue, where-ever it was, was ſure to have its juſt Commendation 
and Encouragement from him, he ever valued a ſober Youth before 
an aged but intemperate Perſon, and an old Man defirovs of inſtru; 
Qion, before a conceited and illiterate Youth, a poor Ideot before 
an unlearned Worldling, and a vertuous Layman before an idle and 
lazie Monk. The World he deſpisd, and rejefted all its allurements 
and charms, the temptation to riches had no hold upon him, he de- 
clin'd all Preferments, and when that great Dignity was caſt upon 
him, touched * not one penny of the large Revenues of that Church, 
nor took any more of it to his own uſe, than what barely ſerved for 
a very ſpare and thrifty Diet. And though he ſtood as fair as any 
man to be the darling both of Court, City, and Countrey, and a 
little courtlineſs and complyance in his temper might have rendred 
him perhaps one of the greateſt Favourites of his age, yet would he 
not take one ſtep out of his way to gain the higheſt honours or in- 
tereſts, no not to ſecure his Biſhoprick, nor to ſave his Life. 

III. His Charity kept pace with, if not rather exceeded his other 
Vertues. His own Eſtate, which was very conſiderable, he parted 
with in his younger days to the uſes of the Poor, and the exigences 
of- the Church at Axtioch; and when advanc'd to the See of Con- 
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ſtantinople, he took a ſtrift account of thoſe great Revenues , and the 
Expences of his Family, and whatever could be ſpar'd from Charges 
abſolutely neceſſary, he ſet apart for pious and charitable Uſes, found- 
ing and endowing a large Hoſpital, which he furniſh'd with all neceſ- 
ſary Officers and Attendants, and provided with all proper Accommo- 
dations. The Rich he was continually exciting * to Mercy and Libe- 
rality, and to lay aſide part of their ſuperfluous Incomes, to cover the 
naked backs, and to refreſh the hungry bowels of the Poor , putting 
them. in mind what a mighty influence this would have upon their fu- 
ture Accounts,and be = by our great Lord asa kindneſs to him- 
felf, which he oft inculcated by repeating that Sentence, Inaſmuch xs ye 
have done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethrew, ye have done it un 
zo me, By which means he ſoftned the hard hearts of many, and 
melted down their Purſes into the Laps of thoſe that needed them. 1n- 
deed he was ſo powerful an Advocate for the Poor, and pleaded their 
Cauſe with ſo much ſucceſs, that he was commonly calPd , Iway»n; 
0 Ts eAenugewns, John the Almoner. 1 know he ſtands charg'd for 
not keeping Hoſpitality, but this was a way * of _ plainly repug- 
nant to his temper, and, as he thought, undecent both for his place and 
perſon, he could not gorge and drink, and droll, and laugh, as they 
muſt ordinarily do that Keep an open Table ; he conceiv'd nothing 
more unreaſonable, than for » perſon devoted to the Miniſteries of Re- 
ligion, to lay aſide the immeciate duties of his Office,and employ him- 
ſelf in overlooking the Cooks Bills of Fare,and examining how things 
went in the Kitchin, which was for a Door to commence Cook , and 
therefore when blam'd for it, anfwer*d, I is not reaſon that we ſhould 
leave the Word of Goa, and ſerve T ables, who are to give-our ſelves conti- 
nually to Prayer, and to the Miniſtery of the Word. Such kind of Ex- 
pences he thought were much fitlier plac'd upon the Poor, and that 
*twas a kind of Sacrilege to withdraw it from that uſe , and throw. it 
away upon Trencher Gueſts, and Luxurious Companions. Beſides , 
Conſtantinople was infinitely populous, and a place given to Feaſts and 
Entertainments, (a thing frequently laid to their charge by Pagan 
Writers i) and he could not entertain ſome, without giving way to all, 
a thing which he could not reflect upon without amazement and hor- 
ror. But for a fuller _— herein, I refer the Reader to Palladirs. 
But though he diſhkd this kind of Hoſpitality, yet was he very ready 
to entertain Strangers, ſuch eſpecially as were devoted to the ſeverer 
Exerciſes of Religion. To this he earneſtly preſs'd others , minding; 
them who had ſaid, I was a ſtranger, and ye took me in ; and that by this 
kind of Hoſpitality, fome had entertaip'd Angels unawares, His Hu- 
mility was exemplary in the midft of his ara pay accompliſh. 
ments, and the Honours and Dignities he enjoy' - he was a perfe& 
Enemy to all unn-ceſfary Porgp and Vanity, infomych that many who 
were wont to co.ne to-Church, or to'go to theBath or: the Forum 
witha vaſt and poinpous;Retinue, by his example and perfuaſion were 
brought to go with no: more than one or; two Servants, He 
lov'd notthe very ſhadow of Flattery and Applauſe... When the Peo. 
ple many times entertain'd his eloquent Sermons with ſhouts; and ac- 
clamations, with ſtamping, and other expreſſions. of delight and farif- 


faQion, ( according to the humor of that and all foregoing Ages) he. 
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would ſtop and check * them, that this was to turn the Church into a 
Theatre, that he utterly diſhik*'d ſuch Commendations, that .the bt 
praiſe they could give him, was to do as he taught them, and not to 
applaud his Sermons, but to praQtiſe them. *Tis true he was common- 
ly challeng'd for being proud !, for befides the natural gravity and au- 
fericy of his temper, he always uſed to dine alone, which was look'd 
upon as no mean inſtance of his pride and haughtineſs, when as in 
truth he did it upon theſe accounts. Firſt, becauſe by reaſon of his 
cuſtomary head-ach , he drank no wine, which, in thoſe Parts eſpe- 
cially, rendred him leſs fit for Table-converſe and Company. .-c-z {/;, 
his ſtomach was extremely weak, and ſo infirm and out of order, that 


the very ſmell and ſight of ſome meats was offenſive to him, and ott- 


times he could not bear the Diſhes provided for him, but was forc'd 
to ſtay tilt others could be made ready. Which proceeded not 
from the vicious nicenefs of his palate, but the incurable infirmity of 
his ſtomach. Thirdly, when engag'd hard at his ſtudies, or wrapt up 
in Divine Contemplation, or taken up with Ecclefiaftic Afﬀairs , he 
would many times lapſe the uſual times of dining, and eat nothing till 
the evening : which were the true cauſes, why he choſe to eat alone. 
The truth 1s, his whole Life was in effeCt a continued Faſt, he having 
from his younger years ſo accuſtomed himſelf to the utmoſt ſeverities 
of” Abſtinence and Mortification, that he had irreparably waſted his 
ftomach, and rendred it almoſt irreconcileable to any ordinary food, 
and ſo far weakned nature,that no Arts of Phyſic were able to retrieve 
his health, having thereby laid the foundation of thoſe frequent infir- 
mities and diſtempers, that haunted him to his dying day. 

IV. NATURE hadenrich'd him with very exquiſite Abilities and 
Endowments , a clear Apprehenſion, prompt Wit, acute Reaſoning, 
pregnant Invention, and all theſe attended with a nimble and ready 
utterance, and an apt way of exprefſing his Conceptions. Notions 
flow'd quick into his imagination,and found words ready to cloath and 
dreſs them up in their proper ſhapes ; as will be very evident to any 
that ſhall peruſe his Extempore-Orations,where there could be no place 
for Premeditation. His Juvenile Education under the beſt Maſters of 
that Age, had laid in a ſufficient ſtock of Learning and Philoſophy, 
though he had not occaſion to make much uſe of it. For after he had 
a very little time ſerv'd the Forum, he went early over to the ſtudy of 
Theology, to which he applied himſelf under the conduCt of Milerius 
Biſhop of Aztioch, Enſebins and Diodorus, who govern'd the Monaſte- 
ries in thoſe Parts, and were both Biſhops afterwards. He fer himſelf 
with all poſſible ſeriouſneſs and induſtry to read and underſtand the 
holy Scriptures, which he afterwards fo largely and accurately explai- 
hed, and above all peculiarly ſtudied S. Pa»/'s Epiſtles , which he 
ſeldom laid out of his hand : and indeed there ſeems to have been a 
tore peculiar conformity of genizs and temper between that great 
Apoſtle, and this excellent Prelate. Having thus ranſack*d the Sacred 
Treaſuries, and carried away a noble Furniture of Divine Learning, he 
gave up himſelf almoſt intirely to preaching and inſtruQing others. 

Province he manag'd , with that clearneſs and perſpicuity , that 
force and evidence, that freedom and ſmartneſs , and yet with that 
temper and {weetneſs,that in the whole Train of ancient Fathers none 

went 
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pounded very naturally, and in the obvious and literal ſenſe ; a happy 
Talent almoſt peculiar to him, the main humor of thoſe Ages being to 
wire-draw Scripture into Allegories, and to make witty Alluſions, 
and pick out myſtical and far-fetch'd Expoſitions,which were never in- 
tended, and when found otit, ſerv'd to little or no uſe or purpoſe. In 
all his Expoſitory Homilies he takes the plain ſenſe that naturally of- 
fers ir ſelf, which he opens, and illuſtrates with ſome ſhort and pithy 
Remarks, and then (which is his Application?) concludes with a, 
nc, ſome general Exhortation, not always adapted to his preceding 
diſcourſe, but proſecuted upon ſome moral argument of great advantage 
to his Auditory. And indeed fo happy a Talent had he in expoynding 
Seripture, that an ancient Writer = aſſures us, That his judgment here- 
in was accounted the common ſtandard of the Church, inſomuch that 
although all the reſt of the Fathers unanimouſly concurrd in the Ex- 
poſition of any one place, yet if his ſenſe differd from it, his Exper. 
tion was imimediately choſen, and preferr'd before, yea, againſt all the 
reſt. And this he tells us had-been}/and (till was the oy rus and pra- 
ice of the Church in his time. He reproves Vice with great impar- 
tiality, and with ſevere Cenſures, and yet conveys his Reproofs with 
that ſweetneſs and tenderneſs, thoſe ſoft and elegant inſinuations, that 
they matle their way without any difficulty into the Minds of his Hea- 
rers; and th# moſt obſtinate Offenders could not but love' and kiſs the 
hand that chaſtis*d them; His diſcourſes at once adminiſtring both pro- 
ft atid'delight.. Though Maſter of a great deal of ſecular Learning, 
hemakesno oftentation of it; but though it be not ordinarily diſcer- 
nable, yet it gave his diſcourſes a better reliſh , like generous Wine 
nilxt with water, (as Eraſmis wittily repreſents it ) where though 
the taſte and colour of the, water cannot be diltinguiſht, yet it makes 
the Wine drink more pleaſant and delightful., It adds not a little to 
tlie repatation of . his Learning, that he bred ſuch a Race of excellent 
Men, who were his Scholars, Men famous both for the contemplative 
arid wm gry of Chriſtianity:ſuch were Paladins Biſhop of 
H-:opl*, Tſidore the Peluſiote, Nilus, Marke, and Theodorit Biſhop of 
Cyr4, arid many more, who accounted it their honour, as, it was their 
ihrereſt, to have been brought'up under ſuch a Tutor, 

V. T H'E vein of Oratory, which he learnt in the School of Liba- 
ns, ie brought with him into the Church ; where he employ'd it to 
the uſe of the preſent, and the admiration of all future Ages. - His 
ſtyle is clear; chaſte, eafie, and elegant ; his conceptions flow in the 
moſt apt, familiar, and intelligible expreſfions, though whenever his 
Argument requir'd it, or his Leiſure permitted it, he could cloath his 
Mind with a'more accurate Eloquence, witneſs his elaborate compoſi- 
tions while' he'was at Aztioch, where he enjoy'd eaſe, and more calm 
and retired thoughts, than he did afterwards. If to him it was, that 
the Epiftle » of' Libz#izs was written, how highly did the great Man 
admire but one of his Orations, and that too one of his very firſt At- 
tempts, rea ling it before' ſpme Miſter-Orators who entertain'd it with 
Shours, and Leaping, and Acclamations, and all other demonſtrations 
of Aſtoniſhmeanr and Admiration. And Jfidore of Peluſium infers from 
it, that according to Plutarch's Rule, who makes Facility and Perſpicui- 
ty the Standards of true Artic Ad "FW oc mult needs _ 
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went beyotid him, and few came near him. The Scriptures he ex- 
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the Crown from all the reſt, who in the purity of Artic words , and 
in the clearneſs and perſpicuity of his expreſſions excels all others. 
Suidas * ſays, That no Man in any Age was Maſter of ſuch a copiouſ. 
neſs and plenty of words, which ran from him with a fluency beyond 
the Catarai#s of Nite, And one of his Succefſors » in the See of Cox- 


in Baſ. Gregor» ſtantinople infinitely commends the {weetneſs of his Eloquence , the 
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rofoundneſs of his Notions, the height, clearnels, and inexpreſſible 
[aſciouſneſs of his Diſcourſes, the power and perſwaſiveneſs of his 
Rhetoric, the ſtrange impetus and nervous efficacy that attends his 
Reaſonings, in compariſon whereof the moſt celebrated Orators of 
Greece were but Children to him : His admirable explanation of Scri- 
pture, moral Diſcourſes and Exhortations, Explications of the Rites 
of the venerable Sacraments, Panegyricks in celebration of the me- 
mory of holy Fathers and Martyrs: ro give a particular account of 
each of which, he tells us, were as vain an Attemprt,as to try to crowd 
the Arlantick Ocean into a Cup, or to meaſure the Nile by a Pint-por, 
or to unlade and exhauſt Eyphrates. *Twas this admirable Faculty en- 
dear'd him to thole,and has ſince rendred him venerable to all ſucceed- 
ing times, and firſt fix'd the Title of Chry/o/tom, or the golden-mouth'd 
Father upon him ; though it does not appear, that that Title was 
given to bim till an Age or two after his death. His Books and Diſ- 
courſes, whether penn'd by him, or taken from his mouth by Notaries, 
are as numerous as they are excellent. NVicephorus tells 4 us , he had 
read abovea theuſand of them, having been train'd up in them from 
his Childhood, and that what Learning he had, he ow'd it intirely to 
them. Among them Szidzs gives the firſt place for Learning, Sub- 
limeneſs and Elegancy to his [ix Books de Sacerdotio, next theſe to his 
Expoſition of the P/a/ms, and his Commentaries upon the four Evan- 
geliſts. The reſt, he tells us, are /azs number,and that to recount them 
15 not the work of a man, but of an Omniſcient Being. Indeed there 
are ſtill extant more of his Writings, than any two of the Greek Fa- 
thers put together. And yet time has robbed us of many others, for 
he intirely * explain'd the holy Scriptures, many of which Commenta- 
ries are _— at this day. And among other of his Writings that 
have miſcarried, no doubt are many of his Epiſtles,the greateſt part of 
thoſe that remain (they are in all to the number of about CCLV ) 
being written inthe time of his Exile , during the three laſt years of 
his Life. One famous Epiſtle of his there 1s, but as yet ſhamefully 
ſuppreſs'd,we may be ſure out of no your deſign. I mean his Epiſtle to 
Ce/arins the Monk ( cited by ſome of the Ancients ) againſt the He- 
refie of Apollizaris, wherein is a moſt expreſs and irrefragable teſtimo- 
ny againſt the DoQtrine of Tranſubſtantiation. A very old Verſion of 
this Epiſtle (for the Greek, *tis much doubted whether it be any 
where extant ) was firſt produced in theſe latter Ages by Peter Mar- 
tyr , and by him laid upin the Library of Archbiſhop Crxa»mer , upon 
whoſe Apprehenfion and Martyrdom it was ſeiz'd upon together with 
the reſt of his Study, and diſpatch'd our of the way. And thus the 
thing {lept, till within theſe few years, when Meeafie Bigotins, a 
learned Gentleman of Paris, met with the old Copy (being the ſame 
whence Peter Martyr had taken his) in a Library belonging to a Con- 
vent at Florence ; tranſcrib'd, and printed it together with a Preface, 
intending to publiſh it at the end of Paladins his Life of Chry/oftorr. 
| But 
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But the Zealots of that Church were aware of it, and dreading the 
conſequence of ſo home an Authority againſt one of their moſt belo- 
ved and important Articles, arreſted. both the Preface and Epiſtle, and 
clapt them under hatches , juſt when ready to come abroad. So na- 
tural is it for every one that doth evil, to hate the light, and not to come to 
the light, left his deeds ſhould be reproved, Againſt fo diſhoneſt and 
fraudulent a piece of Artifice. a learned Frexch Proteſtant has exhibi- 
ted a juſt Complaint to the world, ina late Expoſtulatory Preface to a 
piece of Anaſtaſins Sinaita, But enough of that. The fame of ſo il- 
Juſtrious a perſon has brought upon him the common Fate , to have 
many ſpurious Pieces, conſiderably more than any of the Fathers of the 
Greek Church, fathered upon him, among which 1 eſpecially reckon 
the Opns imperfetum upon S. Matther : an ancient Piece I grant, and 
done by a learned hand, but plainly infected with a tang of Arianiſm, 
and ſome other Hereſies ; ſo far from being Chry/otoms, that *tis pro- 
bably thought to have been done by ſome Writer of the Lariz Church, 
Nor have any footſteps of the Greek ever yet been heard of, ſo ſtrange- 
ly was Poſſeviz © out, when he atfirms, that it has been often publiſht 
in Greek and Latin. The caſe of his Liturgy I conceive to be much the 
{ame with that of S. Baſil, *twas compos'd by him for the uſe of the 
Church of Coxſtantinople, and contralted into ſomewhat a narrower 
compaſs than that of S. Baſi/, but has undergone the ſame lot , to be 
enlarg'd and interpolated according to the humor of the Ages and Per- 
ſons, whole hands it has paſs'd through , and thence have proceeded 
the various Readings, and very different Copies of it ſtill extant. How- 
ever it is highly honour'd by the Eaſtern Chriſtians,and is the Liturgy 
ordinarily us'd by the Greet Church at this day. 


SCH. 
Paſſage; relating to Chryloltom, that hapned after kis. Death, 


Pope Innocent*s Letter to Arcadius, and ſuſp-nſion of him from Commu- 
#ion, Honorius's ſevere Letter ro Arcadius. Arcadius his Reper- 
tance, Humiliation, and Abſolution. Vengeance overtaking S. Chrylo- 
ſtom's Adverſaries. The miſerable end of the Empreſs Eudoxia. The 
death of Arcadius in the flower of his Age. 'The pains, torm-nts, and 
deaths of” many others of his Perſecutors. The death of Theophilus of 
Alexandria, when and how. Chryſoſtom*s Name firſt reſtor'd to the 
Dyptichs by Alexander Biſhop of Antioch. The like done afterwards by 
Atticus at Conſtantinople. Atticus's Letter to Cyril of Alexan- 
dria about that matter. Cyrils ſharp Anſwer to Atticus. Cyril's 
Prejudices azainſt Chryſoſtom how taken off. He is reconciled to his 
memory. St, Chryſoltom's Remains when and by whom removed from 
Comana to Conſtantinople. The great Pomp and Solemnity of that 
Tranſlation. S. Chryſoſtom's Writings enumerated. 

I. 

[ to the unſpeakable grief of Pope Innocent , and all good 

Men that heard of it. And now Innocent gave over all 


hopes of doing any good by fair means, and reſoly'd to proceed to 
| : Yyy 2 Cen- 


H E News of S. Chry/oſtom's Death was carried to Rome2, 
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Cenſures, and to ſeparate both the Emperor and his Lady from all 
* Ext. 4) Chriſtian Communion, which he did by a Letter * ro. Arcading, ( re- 
- mpors corded by the middle, and later Writers of the Church) wherein he 
rdit. Par. tells him, © That the Voice of his Brother Johz's Blood cried to God 
Neceph. & 13+ 6 againſt him, as once that of righteous Abe/did againſt his murdered 
+ ts 9M &« Brother Caiz, and ſhould be certainly required ; that he had not only 
Grec. Row. © one this, but in a time of Peace had rais'd a Perſecution againſt 
7145: 1:557* « the Church and Miniſters of God, and had, without any legal Pro- 
« ceſs, depos'd the great DoCtor of the World, and in him had perſe- 
« cuted Chrift himſelf. Which he complain'd of not for his ſake, 
&« who was happy, but in compaſſion to them who were engag'd in it, 
«© 2nd thoſe who ſuffered in ſo great lols, not only the Church of Coz , 
& aptinople, but all the Churches in the world being hereby depriv'd 
<*'of ſo divine and eloquent a Perſon, and that by the infinuations of a 
«© Woman, who ſhould ſhortly receive a deſerved vengeance, a ſecond 
& Dalilah, who had ruin'd his ſtrength, and made this weighty addi- 
« tion to all his other guilts. For all which cauſcs he ſeparated him 
&« and her from all communion of the holy and undeftiled Myſteries, 
&« 2nd all Biſhops and Clergymen that .ſhould preſume to adminiſter 
« the Sacrament to them ; that he abrogated Arſacim”s Authority, 
*< though dead and gone, whole name he forbad to be entred into the 
« holy Diprychs,together with all the Biſhops that had communicated 
« with him. And for Theophilus, belides his Depoſition, he added his 
« Excommunication,and utter Alienation from the Chriſtian Religion. 
* Ext. «js li» FJonorius the Emperor wrote ® likewiſe to Arcadize, to let him know, 
oe 5.5, he wondred what wicked and diabolical power hadprevaiPd with him 
bh to reſign up himſelf to a Woman, and to aQ ſuch things, which no 


>= 


Religious Chriſtian Emperor had ever done before him. Thenhe puts 

him in mind of what had been done, concluding, That he ſhonld not 

ſtudy by words, but aQtions , and the real Reformation of what was 

amils to give ſatisfaction to God and men, _ aſlur'd that the pray- 
EC 


ers of the Prieſts were the belt direCtion and ſecurity to the Empire. 
Arcadiuns awakened with theſe home-admonitions , his Conſcience 
brought him to Repentance, which he teſtified in a Letter * in anſwer 
to that of Pope Innocent ( handed tous by the ſame Authority, for in- 
deed the more ancient Writers make no mention of them Y wherein 
he pleads, That he was not conſcious to what had been done, but the 
guilt muſt lie at the door of thoſe wretched Biſhops, who under pre- 
tence of Eccleſiaſtical Canons had done it, and taken the blame upon 
their own heads, whole unjuſt ſuggeſtions he confeſſes he had aſſented 
to. That for Acacius, Severian, Tbeophilus, and the reſt, they ſhould 
be brought to account ; and for the Empreſs,he had already ſufficient- 
ly cha(tisd her, the grief whereof had brought her into a dangerous 
ſickneſs, which ſhe now lay under : he .deſir*'d him therefore not to 
procced further in the Sentence, God himſelf never puniſhing twice 
for one fault. It's added ” to make the Story complete, that upon the 
Reccipt of this Letter, Innocent accepted Arcadius his ingenuous Con- 
feſion, and ſent him a Sentence of Abſolution. 

II. BUT whether Arcadizs*s Repentance were ſincere or not, it was 
not long before the Divine Juſtice overtook thoſe who had been the 
chicf Authors and Actors 1n this fatal Tragedy. And firſt the Empreſs 
E1doxia, who, like the Maſter-wheel, had put all the ſprings in moti- 
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on, within three months * after Chr1/o/tory's death, fell in Labour, but 


the Child being dead in the womb, putrifed there, arid put her to infi- | 


nite torment, which ſoon after ended her miſerable Liſe. There are 
that add *, that ſhe was eaten up of Worms, and that che Urn where- 
into ſhe was put, was ſeen to ſtir, I know Socrates ®, and out of him 
Marcellinus ©, places her death Azx. CCCCTV. three years before this; 
but beſides the Authority of the forementioned Letters, which ſpeak 
her alive when they were written, Zonares, Cedrenss, and the Greek 
Writers, generally tell us, ſhe died not till near three Months after 
Chryſoſtoms deceale. Nor 1s it contemptible what Brozius obſerves 
to this purpoſe, that had ſhe died ſo long before Chry/oftom, Palladins 
would not have faild to have mention'd it, where he ſpeaks of the re- 
.markable Puniſhments inflicted upon Chry/oftom's Perſecutors. But 
whatever becomes of the time of Exdox74's death (the manner where- 
of, if as above related, ſeems to carry ſome more immediate ſignatures 
of a Divine Vengeance along with it) *tis certain , that not many 
Months after Chryſo/tor?s deceaſe, died 4rcadins himſelf, cut off in the 
prime and itrength of his Age, being then but XXXI years old. Ay- 
ſacins, the immediate Intruder, was taken away within fourteen Months. 
Cyrinus, Bilhop of Chalcedon, upon no greater an Accident then Mars- 
ths his treading on his Foot, fell mortally ſick, his Foot gangren'd,and 
was forc'd to be cut off, and after that, the other, which not ſtoppin 
the ſpreading Malignity of the Diſtemper , he died under the mol 
acute Miſery and Torment. Artiochus and Severian came to ill and un- 
timely Ends. Others 4 were ſeiz'd with lingring Feavers, or intole- 
rable Calentures, or pains 1n their Bowels, Some died of the Droplſie, 
or the Gout arreſted and tortur'd thoſe very Fingers, that had ſubſcri- 
bed his Condemnation. Some were taken with tumors or inflamma- 
tions in the Bowels, and a ſtinking putretaCtion breaking out of their 
Bodies, bread Worms and Vermin ; others with a difficulty of breath- 
ing, and a diſtenſion of all their parts, while others haunted at Night 
with dreadful imaginations, ran out and howled, fancying themſelves 
Dogs ; or ran out with drawn Swords in their hands, as if going to 
encounter an Enemy. One of them falling from his Horſe, broke his 
right Leg,and died immediately. Another having loſt his Speech, 
kept his Bed in a languiſhing condition eight Months together , not 
able all the time to lift his hand to his Mouth. Another had his 
Tongue {weld within his Mouth through the violence of a Feaver, 
which not being able to diſcharge the office of Nature, he call'd for a 
Table-Book, and writ a Confeſhon with his own hand. So remarkable 
manyzimes ſo public and exemplary are the Scenes of Divine Juſtice, 
that every one that runs may read it, $9 that 4 man ſhall ſay, Verily there 
is a God that judoes in the earth. 

III. Nor lid Theophilus of Alexandria ſurvive Chryſoſtom above five 
years, dyxig of a kind of Lethargic diſtemper, or, as others ſay,of the 
2». CCCCXII. And if what Damaſcen then- out of a Book 

14»; the Deacon reports, be true, though he lay at the point” of 
death, yer could he not expire, till he had caus'd Chryſoftom?'s Picture to 
be brought, and had done reverence to it. After his deceaſe, Chry/+- 
ftow's Cauſe reviv'd, and gain'd ground apace. It had indeed been ſet 
on foot ſoon after his death : For Porphyry, Biſhop of Antioch , _— 
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his mortal Adverſ ries, dying the year after, Alexander ſucceeded in that 
See, an eloquent Þ lan, and of a ſevere Life, having been educated in 
the Monaſtic way. Upon his Conſecration he ſent for Letters f of 
Communion to Rome, (as the cuſtom then was to ſend to all the great 
Churches upon a new Biſhops Ordination ) which Pope Jnnocert pro- 
miſed to grant, provided he would reſtore Chr3/o/tom's Name to the 
Diptychs ( theſe were Ecclefiaſtic Tables, conſiſting uſually of two 
Folds, on the one {ide the Names of the Living, on the other ſide 
thoſe of the Dead were written, out of which they were read, and 
ſolemnly commemorated at their Public Prayers, to ſhew the great re- 
ſpe& they had for them, and the communion they held with them. ) 
Alexander readily complied ® with the Propoſal, and inſerted his Name 
into the Church-Tables; and not only ſo, but wrote to other Biſhops, 
and eſpecially to Articus of Conſtatinople, and to the Emperor himſelf, 
to do the like. But he dying a few years after, the People compelld 
Theodotus,who ſacceeded,to do as his Predeceſſor had done before him. 
Of this violence Acacins, Biſhop of Beroea,who had been a prime ſtick- 
ler againſt Chry/o/tom, (though he had lately born Innocent i in hand 
with compliance in this matter) complain'd to Atticus, and defir'd he 
would paſs by what was done only through force and neceſſity. The 
Presbyter that carried the Letter,talkt openly at Conſtantinople concern- 
ing the importance of his Meſſage, whereat the People began to grow 
in a Rage, and Arr/cas fearing an Uproar might enſue, went to Court to 
adviſe with the Emperor about it. The Emperor told him, He ſaw no 
great inconvenience, it for peace and quietneſs ſake a dead Man's name 
was put into the Catalogue ; ſo he did it accordingly. An account 
whereof he ſent in a Letter to Cyril,who had lately ſucceeded his Uncle 
Theophilus in the See of Atexandria, wherein he laid before him a re- 
lation of what had paſt in this matter,and the reaſon that had induc'd 
him to it, having inſerted his Name not as one that died a Biſhop, but 
as one that ſometimes had been ſo, and whoſe Name challeng*d a com- 
memoration in order to Peace and Unity, aſſuring him, he had done 
nothing herein contrary to the Eccleliaſtic Canons,and defiring him for 
Uniformity to take order that it ſhould be ſo done through all the 
Churches in Egypt, He wrote * likewiſe at the ſame time to Peter,and 
/Edeſins, Deacons of Alexandria, who had been lately reſident at Cox- 
ſtantinople, and knew what had paſt and were able to give a fatisfaQo- 
ry account of it, whoſe prudent management of things he lik*d ſo well 
beyond thoſe who had been ſent in their room, that he requeſted to 
haſten their return thither. But Cyr//, by means of his education un- 
der T h-ophilus, had drunk in too deep a prejudice againſt Chry/o/tom, to 
be eaſily reconcild to this affair, and beſides thought the credit of his 
Uncle highly concern'd in it. He wrote therefore a large and ſharp 
Anſwer ! to Atticus, © wherein he remonſtrated the great imprudence 
* and inconvenience of what had been done 3 that whatever might 
* be pretended, he was certainly inform'd, that he had inſerted Chry/0- 
* toms Name not in the Lay, but Epiſcopal part of the Diprychs ; and 
** had violated the honor and authority of the Niceze Council, accord- 
**1ng to which the other had been depos'd, and was fallen from his E- 
* piſcopal place and ſtation,and could not be reſtor*d without a mighty 
* 1njury to all Biſhops in the world, who muſt needs reckon themſelves 
« aftfronted 
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« affronted by it, and it became a wiſe and good man to prevent ſuch 
« inconveniencies ; that he had gain'd little or nothing by it,the great- 
« eſt and beſt part of the Church were his already, and herein he only 
© oblig'd to his prejudice a perverſe inconſiderable Party, who would 
© never take the juſt meaſures of themſelves : now whom was it moſt 
* reaſonable to gratihe in this matter, the beſt and greateſt,or the worſt 
* and {malleſt number ? If therefore he would preſerve peace, and do 
* right, he muſt undo what he had done, and ſtrike the Name out of 
* the Epiſcopal Roll ; and however this might diſpleaſe a few, yer be- 
© ing perverſe and obſtinate, they were better loſt than kept, to level 
«the Epiſcopal with the Laical Dignity, being the ready way not to 
*eſtabliſh Union, but to introduce Confuſion into the Church : that 
* though ſome of the Eſter» Biſhops might have been impos'd on by 
&* Alexander's confident perſuaſion, yet that was a fault that needed re- 
« formation, and he ſhould rather imitate Theodotns, who was troubled 
*at the force that had been uſed to himin this caſe, and begg'd advice 
* which way he might be freed from it. It ſeem'd ſtrange to him,that 
** when Alexander with all his Eloquence could prevail with but a few, 
© that one obſcure Meſſenger ſhould be able to blow up a whole Multi- 
* tude at once, and that in a Cauſe fo long laid aſleep. That he faid all 
© this, not to triumph over a dead Man, or that he took pleaſure in the 
© evils that befel another, but his compaſſion was to be over-rul'd for 


'*the good of the Church, whoſe Canons he held in the firſt place of 


© eſteem and'value; and ſince theſe two Caſes could not ſtand together, 
* the Eccleſiaſtic Conſtitutions ſhould take place, and he who was no 
© Biſhop,ſhould be thrown out of the Epiſcopal Diprychs.This was the 
* way tounite the Church, to ſettle Concord and Unanimity, and for 
& all others to preſerve a pure and unſpotred communion with him ; 
© that therefore he ſhould not value a fingle Man, and adhere to ſuch a 
* perſon, before ſo many yet alive, and eſpecially before his ſubmiſſion 
*to the Rules and Conſtitutions of the Church. 

IV. WHAT Atticus thought of 'this Letter, does not appear. *Tis 
plain what a mighty prejudice Cyr:/ had conceiv'd againſt the Memory 
of this good Man ; nay, by ſome he is ſaid to have proceeded lo far, as 
to burn and deſtroy Chry/o/tom's Writings. But theſe Heats held not 
long. Cyril ® though a man of like paſſions with others, was yet of an 
honeſt mind. Several dealt with him about this Controverſie,but none 
more effectually than 1jdore the Peluſior,who plied him ſometimes with 
powerful Arguments, ſometimes with Reproofs and Admonitions, till 
he gave up the Cauſe. We aretold moreover, that he had a Dream or 
Viſion, wherein Chry/otom attended with a celeſtial Guard,and glorious 
Retinue, ſeem'd to drive him out of the Church, while the Bleſled Vir- 
gin importun'd Chryſoſtom that he might continue there. But this, no 
doubt, was the addition of After-ages , when Superſtition began to 
govern all. However Cyril repented of his raſh and imprudent zeal 
againſt Chry/oſtom,and was heartily reconciPd to his memory.To which 
end he ſummon'd a Provincial Synod, by whoſe authority Chry/oftom's 
name was unanimouſly reſtor'd to the Diptychs, whole example herein 
was follow'd by the Prelates of all the greater Churches,and his Name 
after this Cloud brake out with a far brighter Luſtre. 


V. BUT although matters ſcem'd now wholly compos'd and os 
eted, 
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eted, yet the Joarnites ſtill kept up their ſeparate Aſſemblies, till Pro- 
clus being advanc'd to the See of Conſtantinople, put a final period to the 
Schiſm. It was now the entrance of the year » Ccccxxxvii, and the 
Xxxv# from Chryſotom's being depos'd, when upon his Anniverſary 

Commemoration, Procl«s made a Panegyric to his Memory,wherewith 
his Auditors were ſo inflamed, that they beſought the Biſhop, that he 
would forthwith intercede with the Emperor, that the good Man's Re- 
mains might at length be brought home with a pomp ſuitable to the 
merits of ſo great a perſon. Theodoſius the younger was then Emperor, a 
Prince of incomparable ſweetneſs and piety, who was Chryſoſtom'”s 
God-ſon, and with that Argument, among, others, Proclus urg'd him. 
The Petition was ſoon granted, and perſons of Quality were ſent to Co- 
ana in Cappadocia, who took up the Coffin, which they carried to the 
mouth of the Proporris, where the Emperor's Gally was ready to re- 
ceive it, attended with ſuch vaſt numbers of Boars and Veſlels,that the 
Sea ſeem*d once more to be cover*d with them. No ſooner was the 
Corps brought aboard , but a terrible ſtorm aroſe, that diſpers'd the 
Fleer,and drave the Gally juſt over..gainſt theWidowsVineyard,which 
had been the firtt occalion of. Chryſoffom's falling under the disfavor of 
the Empreſs Exdoxzta.Here(ſays the /ory)it ſtopr,and the Tempeſt ceaſt, 
and the Fleet again getting together, purſued their Voyage, till they 
arriv'd:at the Cicy.The Body they firſt landedat S. T homes his Church, 
then remov'd it to that of S; Irexe, whence attended with an infinite 
throng, and all poſſible demonſtrations of Pomp and Honour, it was in 
the Emperor's own Chariot carried to the place of its Repole, the 
Church of the Apoſtles. Here the good Emperor, accompanied by his 
Virgin'Siſters, Perſons of admirable ftriQtneſs and devotion,came to the 
Corps, and covering the Coffin with his Imperial Cloak, put his Eyes 
and: Forehead to it, and heavily bewaiPd the wrong that his Parents 
had done the Holy Man. The Divine Offices being compleated, they 
proceeded to his Interrment at the Foot of the Communion-Table,the 
Biſhops then preſent helping him into the Grave with their own hands. 
This Ceremony was perforni'd' Jan. Xxvii. 4mm. Ccccxxxvii, and has 
been ever fince kept ſacred to his Memory. Thus after all the envy and 
malice of Men againſt him,God brought forth his rio hteorfneſs as the | /obr, 
and his judoment as noon-day ; and ſhew*'d that however opprels'} for 
a while, the memory of the juſt ſhall be bleſſed,and'his name be had in cver- 


laſtins remembrance. 
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TOM. I 
Ad populum Antiochenum de ſtatuis 
 Homil. XXTI. 
De ſimultate, ſive ira, Homilia. 
In eos, qui novilunia obſervant. 
De Chriſti baptiſmo. 
De diabolo tentatore: 
De Incomprehenſibili dei natur a adv. 
Anomeos. Homil. VI; 
De beata Philogonio, 
De Conſubſtantiali. 
De petitione filiorum Zebede:. 
Adverſus Tudeos Lib. VI. _ 
De SS. Fuventino & Maximo; 
De S. Pelagia Virgine; 
In S. Ienatium Epiſcopum Antioch: 
ratlo., 
De S. Romano Martyre. Orat. Il. 
De nativitateMachabeorum.Orat. Il. 
De S. Meletio Antiochenso: 
De S. Luctano martyre, 
De S. Tuljano martyre. 
De SS. Berenice && Proſdoce, 
De S. Euſtathio Antiocheno. 
De penitentia Homil, VI. 
De S. Babyla martyre. 
Contra Gentiles, ſeu de vita Babyle: 
Lib. I: | 
Catecheſis ad Illuminandos:, 
De Fato & providentia. Orat. WI. 
De Precatione, Homil. II. 
In SS. Petrum Apoſtolum, & Eli- 
am prophetam, 
Encomium martyrum Ag yptiorum: 
De S. Phoca martyre. 
De S. Thecla virgine & protomar- 
ww 
De S. Barlaam martyre, 
De SS. Martyribus totius Orbis: 
De beato Abraham. 
De Anatbemate. . 
De Penitentia & continentia: 


TOM It. 


In Geneſin Homil. LX'VII. 

In -_ Geneſeos loca Sermones 

De Anna matre Samuelis Serm; V, 

De Davide & Saule Homil. III; 

Contra 12naviam.. 

Sermo in TFoſeph de tontinentia. 

at. 

Homilia in regreſſs Johannis de 
Aſia. 

Hom. Quum Saturttinus & Aureli- 
anus att; eſſent in exiliumge# Gai- 
nas egreſſus eſt de civitate. 

De recipiendo Severiano: 


Homilia poſt reditum a priori ex*- 


ilio:; 
De Canticis Davidicis. 
Ad Neophytos Homilia. 


TOM. II. 


Colletio expoſitionum in ſexagints 
P/almos Davidicos. 

In-Eſajam prophetam Enarratio. 

In locum Pſalmi XLIV. Aſtitit Re- 
gina, &c. 

Is locum Pſalmi XLVIIL Ne timu- 
eris cum dives, ec. 

In eundem locum, & de eleemoſyna. 

In loc. Pſalmi CXLV. Lauda Ani- 
ma mea, &c. 

Iz loc. Eſaie, vid: Dominum ſe- 
dentem. Homil. V.; 

In Seraphim: | 

De werbis Eſaie, Ego Dominus 
feci lumen. 

In loc. Hieremie, Non eſt in ho- 
mine via. 

De prophettarum & V. Teſt. obſcus 

. ritate Homil. Il. 

In P/almuni XII Homilia: 

In P/almum L. Homil; Il. 

In Pſalm: L1. 

L5% 


Is 


In enunieran- 
dis D. Chry- 
ſoſtomi ſcrip« 
tis ordinem E- 
ditionis Pari- 
fiens. Morelli 
anz ſequats 
ſums. 
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In Pſalmum XCV. 
In Pſalmum C. 


TOM. IV. 


De Sacerdotio Libri VI. 
De compunitione cordis ad Deme- 
trium. 
Ad Stelechium de eodem argumento. 
De providentia Dei, ad Stagirinm 
monachum, Lib. Ill. | 
Quod regulares femine viris coha- 
bitare non debent. 
In eos qui ſorores adoptives habent. 
De Virginitaze. 
Adv. vite Monaſtice vitwperatores 
Libri Il. 
Comparatio Regis & monachi. 
Ad wviduan juntorem Librill. 
In Eatropium Eunuchum Sermo. 
Quod nemo leditur niſi « ſeipſo. Li 
ber 


Liturgia: Sed interpolats, 

De penitentia. 

Ad Theodorum lapſum Pareneſes 
In 


Ad Innocentium Epiſtole Tl. 

Ad Epiſcopos in carcere incluſos, Epi- 
ola. 

Ad Olympiadem Epiſtole XVII. 

Ad diverſos Epiſtole CCXXXV. 

Sermo cum eſſet presbyter deſignatus. 

Antequam iret in exiliutys Sermo, 

Sermo poſt reditum ab exilio. 


, TOM. V. 

In payabolam decem millinms debi- 
fore. 

De Lazaro Sermones VI. 

In paralyticum 38 Annorum. 

Iz illud, Pater fi poſſibile eſt. 

Is illud, Intrate per anguſtam, 
ec. Homil, Il. 

In inſcriptionem Attoram. 

De ferendis reprehenfionibus, & in 
AFa. 

In varia loca in Epiſt. ad Rom. Ho- 
mil. V. 

In varis loca in Epiſt. 1. ad Co. 
rinth. Homil. V. 


In illud, 2 Cor.4. habentes eunderm 
ſpiritum. Ho. II. 

Is illsd, 2 Cor. 11. utinam ſuſtine. 
 _ 

In illad, Philip. 1. ſive occaſione, 
live veritate. 

Laus Maximi, & quales ducende 
Uxores. 

In illud, 1 Thef. 4. de dormientibus 
nolo vos. 

Is illud, 1 Tim. 5. vidua eligatur 
non minus. Sd 

De proditione Tude, & paſchate. 

In Grits _— ' 

In cemiterii appellationem & cy u- 
cen. 

De cruce & confeſſone Latronis. 

De reſurretione mortnorum. 

De reſurreftione C wm s 

De Aſcentione _ 4 

De S. perverofte Homil. Il 

De penitentia & Enchariſftia. 

De Laudibus, S. Paxh. 

De menſwetudine. 

Is illud Af. g. Paulus ſpirans. 

In inſeriptionem Altaris AG. 17. 

In illad x Cor. 1. Paulus vocatus, 

VUrilem ef leftionem ſcripture, 

De precibus C 4 in miraculis. 

Iz eos qui paſcha jejununt. 

In Eliem [gry En 

De future vite deliciie. 

Non eſſe deſperandam. 

Peccata fratrum non evulganda. 

Nom eſſe ad gratiam concionandum. 

De ſanttis martyribus, Hom: [l. 

Daemones non pubernare mundum. 

In illad, Gal. 2. in faciem ci reftiti. 

Demonſtratio, quod Chriſt us ſit devs. 

Ad eos, qui ſcandalizati ſunt. 

In paralyticum per tettum demiſſum. 

Cur in Pentecofte legantur Atta. 

De mutatione nominum in ſerip- 
Furd. 

De S. Baſſo martyre. 

De S. Droſide martyre. 

De pamtentia & meſtitia Achaab, 


TOM. VI. 


Unum & eundem eſſe legilatorem 
utriuſque Teft, 4 
| In 


XUM 


a 4 lip 
a PR tee 
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Iz illad, Gen. 1. vidit deus. 

Is illud Gen.1. Faciamus hominem. 

Is illud Gey. 24. 10. pone manum 
tuam. | 

De ſerpente eneo. | 

De juſto & beato Job Sermones IV. 

In Ss P/al. 38. veruntamen fru- 

a, 

Is Pſalm. $3. Et turtur nidum, 

In Eliam prophetam. 

De Joſeph & Caſtitate; 

De Suſanna. 

De tribus pueris. 

De figillis librorum, Eſa. 46. 3. 

De fide & lege nature. 

De ſanfta& individua Trinitate, 

De ſanito & adorands ſpirits. 

De ſanita pentecoſte. 

In illud, Joan. 1. 1 principio erat 
verbum. 

De occurſu &. Simeone. 

In ſantta Theophania Domini. 

De nuptiis Toan. 2. & contra Tur 
dos. 


De Chriſto Paſtore & Ove, Joan. 


IO, 
In decollationem Baptiſte, &> de He- 
rodiade. Homil. Il. 
In venerabilem crucem, & de tranſ- 
greſſione Adami. 
In dimiſſionem Chananes. 
In precurſorem Domini Joannem. 
In SS. Apoſtolos Petrum & Pau- 


uM. 
Is SS. XII. Apo#olos. 
Is. S. Thomam Apoſtolum: 
InS. Stephanum Protomart. 
Is illud, 2 Cor. 12. {ufficit tibi gra- 

tia. 

In Annuntiationem S. Deipare. 
Is ſanita Theophania, & 9. Joan- 


nem. 
In parabolam de filio prodigo. 
ts illud Matth. 13. collegerunt Ju- 
dzi concilium. 
In Decem Virgines, Matth. 25. 
In Meretricem & Phariſeum. Luc.7. 
Ins ſantta & magna paraſcene: 
In Samaritanam Joan. 4. 
De Cxco a nativitate Joan, 9. 
In triduanam Chriſti reſurrettionem. 
Is Chriſti Aſcentionem Sermones, 


Bonum Chriſti diſcipulum benig num 
eſſe, 
De Pſeudo-prophetis & falſis Docto- 


ribus. 

De Circe, Oratio. 

In Salvatoris noftri nativitatem; 

In illud Lnc. 2. Exut Edictum. 

In Oraculum Zacharie redditum 
Luc: 1; 

In conceptionem Joann. 

In illud, Matth. 6. Attendite, ne 
eleemoſynam. 


De fugienda ſimulata ſpecie. 


e muliere fluxum ſanguinis paſſa; 
De patrefamilias & operariis, Matth. 
O 


20. | 
In Parabolam de ficu arefaita,Matth. 
2 


I. 
De Phariſzo & convivio Luc. 11. 
De Lazaro & divite, Luc. 16. 
De publicano & phariſeo, Luc. 18. 
De Czco & Rgcheo, Luc. 18. 
Religioſum facetiis uti non debere; 
De S. Toanne Theologo. 
De adoratione S. Crucis, 
De confeſſione $; Crucis, 
De negatione Petri; Matth. 26; 
De jejunio& eleemoſyna: 
In Am paſcha. 
In ſecundum Domini adventum. 
Florilegis XXX. ex homiliis Chry- 
ſoſtomi decerpta per Theodorum 
Magiſtrum. 


TOM. VIL 


Commentariorum in Mattheum Ho: 
milie XCI. 


TOM VII. 
Operis imperfetti; in Mattheum 
Hom. LIY. Lat. 
TOM: IX. 


In Aits Apoſtoloram Homilie LI. 


In Epiſtolam Pauli ad Romanos Ho- 


mil; XX XI. 


Li% % TOM, 
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TOM. K. 


In Pauli Epiſtolam T.ad Corinth. Ho- 
mil. XLIV. 
17 IL. ad Corinth. Homil. XXX. 
In Epiſtolams ad Galatas commenta- 
TIS rpo_ 
In Epiſtolam ad Epheſios Homil. 
XXIV. 


TOM. XL 
In _— ad Philippenſes Homl. 
V. 


Is Epiſt. «d Coloſſenſes Hom. XIT. 
In I. ad Theſſalonicenſes Hom. XI. 
Is IL. ad Theſſ. Homil. Y. 

In I.ad Timotheum Homilie XVIl.: 
In ll. ad Timotheum Homih, X. 

In Epiſtolam ad Titum Homil. VI. 
In _ ad Philemonem Homil. 


In Epiftolam ad Hebreos Homul. 
XXXIV. | 
De operibus D. Chryſoftomi du- 
bits, vel falſd aſcriptis paucula 

Leftor monendus eſt. 


L 


Sixtus Senenſis, Ant. Poffevi- 
Nu, aliique vulgares Critici Scrip- 
torum D. Chryſoſtomi dubiorum 
& nine catalogum ſatis 
amplum dederunt, quem per 0tt- 
ans »Leitor conſulere potef in 
quo preter Opus impertegum 
in Matth. &c. habentur Expoſi- 
tioin E linm D. Marci, Ho- 
milie 59. ad Pop. Antioch. aliaq; 
partimex wariis Chryſoftomi Ser- 
monibus conſarcinats, parti al;- 
unde accepta, que 4 Chryſoſtons 
operibus jam peritns abjudjcautnr. 


IE 


Fronto Duczus opers ſuppoſitia (que 
ramenab aneforitus Chryſoſtomo co- 


evis,vel abejus ſaltem etarenon lon- In 


ge remotis ſcripta eſſe exiſtimat ) 
preter paucos Dermones inPſalmos 
ad -calcens Tomi Ill. onmnia inTo- 
mum\1. conjecit,prouta nobis ſupra 
recenſentur. 


III. 


Eaditioni ſue omnium optime, & ca 
ſtigatiſſime indicem operum Chr y- 
ſoſt imianorum penile nobilis 

eruditiſſimus vir D. Henricus 
Savilius, tum eorum que pro we- 
ris ac germanis, tum que pro amr 
biguis & falſis habuit. Ambigna 
& ſuppoſititia, inde ſeligam, + in 
Leitoris gratiam, ſervato cujuſ- 
vis Tomi ordine, hic ſubjiciam, 


Dubiz fidei ſcripta. 
T OM. I. 


Expoſitio in Pſalm. LI 
Expoſit. in Pſalm. XCLIL 


TOM. V. 


tz illud, vidit Deus omaia. uf 
Demonſtratio, quod imaginem 4d [i- 
militudinem * falbas, &c. 
_ Adam acceperit animan 
C, | 
In B. Fry 
In Toſeph, & de temperantia. 
De Serpente Moc. 
In prophetame Elam. 
Protheoria in Pſalmos. | 
Is illzd, Dominus regnavit &c. 
In figills Librorum, &C. 
In tres pueros. 
In Suſannam. 
In Orationem Dominicam. 
Orat. Catechetica in illud, fimile et 
regnum, &c. 
In _ Exiit decretum a Cafare, 
C. 
In Prodigam filiums, &c. 
In Divitem & Lazarum. 
In Cecum, quem Chriſtus ſanavit. 
Malieres, que nnguents atbine- 
runt, &C, p 
A 
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In illad, in principio erat verbum. 
In illsd, Quomodo novit literas, 
&c. | 


In Cecum 4 nativitate. 

In Chananeam, & in Pharao, &&«. 

In ſecandum adventum Domini, &c. 

1s = rion quod yolo, hoc facio, 
C 


In = {ufficit tibi gratia mea, 
R. 

I illad, Sponte peccantibus nobis 
poſt acceptam cognitionem ve- 
riatis, &c. 

Sermo in principium indiftionss: 

In principium indittionis novi Anm. 

In pretioſam Crucem. 

In exaltationem pretiof@ crucis. 

Is 9. Martyrem Phocam, &c. . 

In conceptiomem S. Johannis pracur- 


ſoris. 


In S. Apoſtolum Thomam. 

In S. Martyrem Romanum. 

In Chrifli nativitatem. 

In natiuitatens C Wiſh & quod uni- 
cuiq; Climath, Cc; 

In S. Stephanum protomartyrem. 

In _—_ ſaboatoris + Deipare, 


7 
In mediam Hebdomada jejuniorum. 
In ador ationems pretiof# crucis. 

In media hebdomade jejuniornm, 

In Feſtum Palmarum. 

In S. Virginem Deiparam. 

1: S. Deiparam. 

In proditionem Jabvatoris, &c. 

In pretioſam & wivificam crucem 


Co 

In die $.& magne paraſceves. 

In Latromm, & proditionem ſabua- 
FOY1S. 

1s ſalutiferam ſepulturam, & tri- 
duanam, Oc. 

Oratio C atechetica in S. Paſcha. 

In Paſcha Orationes VII. 

is B. Tob Orat. IV. 


In A(centionem Domini Orat. Il. 

In Penticoftem Or as. Ill. 

Is memoriam Martyrom, & quod 
Paſtor, &c« 


In principes Appoſtoloyums Petrum 
CO P th EF 

In ſanitos duodecim Apoſtoles. 

In ſynaxins Archangelortm: 


TOM. VL 


Veteris & N. Tefbanenti enmlent 
eſſe legiſflatorem, er, 

De fide, & in legems nature, & de 

Fry $. ; 
uod oporteat Chriſts dilcipatum 
th. mo e[je. FOOs 


a exhortatoris ad panitentian; 
Ce. 

De penitentia & Eleermoſyna. 

De penitentia. 

De jejunio Orationes VII. 

De patrentia, & morinis #07 anuart 


De patientia. | 

DeS. & Conſubſtantials Trindt ate] 

Quod non oporteat wnonechuns face« 
Fits, & ce 

De ſalute anime. 

Ad Catechumenos. 

Or at. in Circam, 

Deploratio eorum qus Chriſti virgis 
#ES Corr py 

Contra Hereticos, 

Liturgrs. 

Precationes dud, 

TOM. VIL 

t»ihled 4brahe, pone manum tu: 
i ſub femur _ —_ 

In Dominjcam novam, & in Apoſfig= 
lum A—_ 


In ſanthum Stephanuns Or at. Ill 
In S. Pemtecoſftem, £ 


Scripta Suppoſititia, 
TOM. L 
Expoſitio in Pſalm, 100, 101, 103g 


I03, 104, I05, 106, Io7. 
oneny prima «= 


T be Life of S. CyrySOSTOM. 


t——Ix ſecundam. 
=——In tertiam. 


TOM. VII 


Hom. in expulſionem Adam, & de 
malis mulieribus. 

In ſacrificia Cain, &c. 

In Abraham & 1ſaac. 

Is ſerpentem eneum, &c. 

Iz illud, in tribulatione dilataſti 
mihi, &c. 

Iz illad, fraſtra conturbatur omnis 

; homo vivens, &c. 

Is illud, vovete & reddite Domi- 
nodeo noſtro.” ' 

In Turturem. 

In illud ſuſtulerunt flumina vocem, 
_ = 

Ts illud, venite & exultemus, 

In illud, Eripe me Domine ab ho- 
mine malo. 

In Rachel & in infantes. 

in Herodem & i infantes. 

In Jordanem fluvium. 

Iz illud, fi filius dei es, projice, 
&c. | 

Iz illud, Cavete, ne eleemoſynam 

- veſtram, &c. 

1s illud, Egrefſi Phariſzi concili- 
um ceperunt. 

In decollationem Johannis, & in He- 
rodtiadems. 

In ſaltationem Herodiadis, *&c. 

Is Metamorphoſim. Domini noſtri 
Orat. III. 

H illud, Quzcunq; ligaveritis in 
terra, &C. 

In Ficum arefatam. 

In parabolam decem virginum. 

In illud, pater, ſi poſſibile eſt. 

In abnegationem Petri, &c. 

In Meretricem & Phariſeum Orat. 
W- 4" 

In mulierem peccatricem, Oe 

In meretricem & Phariſeum. 

In Viſionem Zacharie, &c. 

In Fils vidue. 

In Centurionem. | 

3 illud, Exiit ſeminans ſeminare. 

Iz Parab. Homo quidam deſcendit, 

 & 1ncidit in Latrones. Orat, Il. 


* 
x *.9 
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In Phariſeum. 

Iz illud, 1ignem veni mittere in 
terram, &c, 

Inillud Luce de Didrachma. 

In Parabolam de Filio prodigo. 

In Parabolam Oeconom injuſti, &c, 

In publicanum & Phariſeum Orat, 
IT 


In Zacheum publicanum, 
In Samaritanum. 
In Samaritanam, & interpretatio 
Meſfie. | 
In Paralyticum, & in illud, nolite 
judicare ſecundum aſpeAum. 
Iz illad, Dzmonium habes, &c. 
Iz illud, cum aſcenderit Dominus 
in Templum. 
In Martham, Mariam, & Laza- 
rum ; & Eliam prophetam. 
Is Lazarum redivivum Orat. Ill. 
I illad, Cogerunt Judzi concili- 
um, &c. 
Sermo in Nativitatem Domini no- 
ftri Jeſu Chriſti, 
Chriſti Nativitatem. 
In Nativitatem Domini noſtrt. 
In S. Johannew Theologum. 
In 8. Johannem Theologum, Apo- 
ftolum &+ Evangeliſt am. 
Iz S. Theophania Orat. Tl. 
In adorationem pretioſi lignie 
Is Annunciationem Deipare,& adv, 
Arium. 
In Annunciationem. 
Is Annunciationem SS. Deipdre. 
In Feſtum Palmarum. 
In proditionem Jude, &c. 
In crucem, & ae tranſgreſſione pris 
morum parentum. 
Is S. paſſionem Domini. 
Iz Reſurreftionem Domini, 
Iz Reſurrettionem Domini Orat. 
I. 
In Meſopentecoſten, 
In Nativitatem S. Joannis precur- 
ſorts. 
In Precurſorem Orat. Il. 
De jejunio. 
In principium ſacrorum jejuniorum: 
De jejanio Orat. Il. 
In principium jejuniorum. 
De jejunio. 
De 


we 
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De jejunio, & in David. 
De peritentia. 
Contra Judeos, gentiles, & hereti- 


De Charitate Orat, II. 

Quod Charitas ſecundam deum ſit 
opus divinum. 

De patientia & Conſummatione [@- 
cali. 

De Oratione. 

De eleemoſyna. 

De pſeudo-prophetis, &c. 

Epiſtola ad Monachos. 

Comparatio Regie potentie, &c. 

Quod mores afſunulatos fugere opor- 
feat. 

De ſuccitate. 

In =" adventum Domini n0- 

rt, 

Luod oporteat eum, qui habeat grati- 
am quameunq; Communicare ei, 
&c. 

Admonitiones Spirituales. 

De ſingalis bife Tratatibus D. 
Chryſoſtomo aſcriptis qui cenſuram 
exattiorem deſfiderat,us adeat notas 

Savilii, Boiſ, Haleſii, & Dou- 

mxz1 in Edit, Eton. 


The End of S. Cbryſoftom's Lite. 


I'V. 


Franc. Combetis Az. 1656. ſub 
nomine Chryſoſtomi ſex ſequen- 
tes Homilias gr. & lat. edi- 
dit 


De inaxi gloria, & educandis 4 pt 
rentibus liberis. 

In S. Chriſti nativitatem. 

In S. Lumina. 

In recens baptizatos, & de Paſchate, 

Iz S. Baſſi Epiſcops & Martyris me- 
moriam, CF ce 

Poſt terre motum. 

Flomilia de morali politia, in Pre- 
curſoris decollationem, atq; mu- 
lierem peccatricem, edita eſt ab 
cod. Combef. 1645. 

JT B. Cotelerius, ſocius Sorbonicas, 
Azn. 1661, S. Fo. Chryſoftoms 
Homilias quatuor in Pſalmos Gr, 
& Lat. edidity quas genuinas eſſe 
agnoſcit. 

Item in Danielem _ ke 
pretat. que vel non eſſe Chryſoft o- 
mi, w uſtorts — CO 
ris Ecloga & Epitome ab codes 
Cotelerio meritd judicatur. 
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ARNOBIUS. 


His Country, Education, and opening 4 School for Rhetoric. His bigottry 
for Paganiſm. Converted to Chriſtianity, when, and how. Forc'd to 

' mrite | xr Gentes, fo give ſatifattion of the trath of his Comver- 
fron. His great joy for his being reſcued from Gemtiliſm, His Learning. 
Abatements to be made for his want of kill in Chriſtian Theology, His 
ſtyle, method, and way of Writing. The Commentaries _ he Plalms 
wnder his name, whoſe, The time of his Death enquired into, 


Ir ——ciaHAT Arnmbiu was by birth an Africay, there 

PIR | cn be no cauſe to doubr, eſpecially when 
—_ Sllol 2s they ſaid of S. Perer, his ſpeech a reeth 
LEE |o thereto, He was educated in all the Gezti/e 
Learning of that Age, wherein he became ſo 
preat a Maſter, that in the Reign of Dioz/etiax 
e open'd a School of Rhetoric * at Sicca, an 
Inland Town in Afric, and a Roman Colony. 
Here as he wanted no Scholars, ſo he taught 
with great Fame and Reputation. He was 
a fierce Bigor for Paganiſm, which he maintain'd with all the advan- 
tages of his Wit and Parts. And thus he continued ?rill the Diocleriay 
Perſecution, which brake out A»».Chy.CCCII. when the great ſeverity 
which he ſaw uſed towards the _——_ Chriſtians, and their — 
2 rable 


« Fieron. de 
Script. C. 79 
& Chron. ad 
Ann. Chr. 

CCCXXVIL 


”"- 
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rable patience,meekneſs, and conſtancy under their heavieſt Sufferings, 

awaken'd his mind to a more feriousand impartialenquiry into things, 

And as Heaven is' never wanting to the honeſt deſigns of Men, eſpe: 

cially where they are like ro be more than ordinarily uſeful to the 

Church, he was often warn*d by divine Admonitions in his Dreams 

to turn Chriſtian. This he now reſolv'd upon, and accordingly pre- 

ſented himſelf to the Biſhop of the place in order to it. But the Flock 

is naturally afraid of the Wolf. The Chriſtians at Jeruſalem were 

not at firſt more ſhy of S. Paul, than the Biſhop of $zcca and the Chri- 
ſtians were of Arnobizs, not imagining that ſo hot a Zeal for Paganiſm 

ſhould cool all on a ſudden, but rather ſ{u{pe&ed *twas but a trick to 
trapan and circumvent them, eſpecially in thoſe times, and therefore 

refus'd to admit him, *till he had given ſome fignal Evidence of the 

reality of his Converſion, Hereupon he ſet himſelf to vindicate the 

cauſe of Chriſtianity againſt the G: xziles, which he did in ſeven Books, 

wherein he vigorouſly aflerted tlie truth and exceilency of the Thri- 

ſtian Religion, and ſo wittily expos'd the follies of ragan Worſhip, fo 

ſhamefully baffled all their ſpecious aud popular Inlinuations, that a 

Man might wonder with what coni:dence they could ever lift up their 
Heads again. He gives us alſo ſome hint of the date of his Conver- 
ſion, when he tells us, * 'twas then about three hundred years more or 
leſs ſince Chriſtianity firſt ſet out into the World. By this uncon- 
troulable Demonſtration he remov'd all poſſibility of jealouſie and 
ſuſpicion, and was joyfully entertain'd, and receiv'd to Baptiſm. And 
now how thankfully did he own the goodneſs of Heaven every time 
he reflefted yp his former ſtate. * Miſerable Blindneſs and Igno- 
& rance (ſaid he ©) wherein I was ſhut up ! With what Veneration did 
<T lately proſtrate my ſelf before Statues, but juſt before taken out of 
« the Furnace ? Gods hammer'd out upon the Anvil, or the Bones of 
« Elephants : If I chanc'd to eſpy painted Garlands hanging upon 
&« zn old conſecrated Tree, or a poliſh'd Stone daub'd over with Oyl, 
« ;mmediately as if a divine Power had been preſent in it, Ibegan to 
&« addreſs my ſelf to it, to court its favour, and to beg Bleſſings of it, 
&« the ſenſeleſs Stock in the mean time knowing nothing of wat was 

« {:id or done to it. And thus I ſhamefully dithonour'd what I per- 
« ſhaded my ſelf were Gods, while I believed them to be Wood, or 
* Stones, or Bones, or ſuch-like Materials. But being now by the In- 
© ftjitution of ſo great a Maſter brought into the ways of Truth, I 
&« underſtand all theſe things what they are, I have Notions becoming 
© the nature of things, nor doI offer any contempt to the name of God, 
&« but give what reſpeQ is due to every thing or perſon according to 
© the Lferent degrees or ranks of Being. In his Conteſts with the 
Geztiles he ſhews himſelf a much abler Champion at the offenſive, 
than the defenſive Weapon. His Learning lay moſt that way, and he 
has accordingly miſerably mauld the Pagan Cauſe. Tt does not ap- 
pear, that at the time of his writing he had read any conſiderable part 
of the Bible, more than the obvious pallages of the Evangelical Story, 
or that he had accurately conſider'd the DoQtrines and Principles of 
Chriſtianity. He was not then ſo much as a Catechumey, inftrutted in 
the firſt Rudimeats of the Faith, and therefore *tis not to be charg'd as 


_ a fault upon his Memory, if ſome few paſſages occur in his Writings 


not ſo ſtritly conformable to Catholic Doctrine ; *tis rather to be 
oy wonder'd, 
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wonder'd, that he ran not into more and greater Errors. He was 


furniſh'd with a mighty ſtock of Secular Learning, and had quick 
natural Parts to ſet it of, His Style, tho cenſur*d by S. Ferom 4 of old 
to be looſe and unequal, is yet ſufficiently glegant ; it retains indeed 
ſometimes a tang of the Afr:caz Diale&t, but keeps a middle way be- 
tween the roughneſs of Trpzu{ia, and the ſmoothneſs and Fweetneſs 
of Cyprian : Nor is his Work ſo confus'd and immethodical,. as that 
Father ſeems to inſinuate, as 1s evident to any that will be at the pains 
attentively to read it, and obſerve how his Deſign is laid, his Argu- 
ment proſecuted, and how the ſeveral parts of ir do naturally enough 
one depend upon another. He wrote with an impartial freedom, and 
as moſt Writers of that Country, with an unuſual ardor and fervency 
of Spirit, with brisk Periods, a nervous ſmartneſs and ſtrength bf Rea< 
ſoning, and with great pleaſantneſs of Wit, wherein the Argument he 
manag'd gave him ſcope enough. Belides theſe Books, certain Com- 


mentaries upon the Pſalms went along time under his name, and Eraſ-. 


-w *takes a great deal of pains in aſſerting them tobe his; andin re- 
conciling the difference and inequality of the Style. But had that 
Learned Man a little more narrowly conlider'd things, or liv'd to ſee 
the Books againſt the Gext:/es publiſh'd (which he concluded to be 
loſt) he would have ſpar'd that labour. It being long fingeagreed 
on all hands, that thoſe Commentaries are the Work of a Junior Arno- 
bizs, who dedicated them to Leontivs Biſhop of Arles, and Ruſticus of 
Narbozn, both contemporary with S. Auguf#ine in his latter times : Not 
to ſay that there are paſſages in them that concern the Photinian, and 
the Pelagian Controverlies, ſtarted long ſince Arnobizy's time;. © What 
became of Arnobins after his converſion , and whether he took upon 
him the Eccleſiaftic Orders, or when he died, we have no account. 
If S. Jerom intended right order of time, when he plac'd him in the 
front of his continuation of the Euſebian Chronicon, he was alive Ani. 
Chr, CCCXXVII. two years after the Council of Nice : But whis 
ther then, or how much longer, is to me unknown, 


His WRITINGS. 


Genuine, 
Adverſia Gentes, Lib, V11. 


Suppolſititious; 
Conmentaris breves its Pſalmos C L: 
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lin. p. 104. 
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LACTANTIUS. 


His Birth-place. His Education under Arnobius. The firſt eſſay of his 
Parts and Learning. Diocletian's fudy to advance Nicomedia. La- 
Qantius ſent for thither to profeſs Rhetoric. The Books he wrote at his 
firſt. coming thither. The deſign of his Book De opificio Dei, The 
original and progreſs of the Perſecution rais'd by Diocletian- againſt 
the Chriſtians, and by whom contri2/'d and carried on. Two learned Mens 
at Nicomedia #xderteke to write againſt Chriſtianity. The account La- 


Qtantius gives of the former. latter, Hierocles. The main de- 
fren of his Book. Theſe two andertaken by LaRtantius. His Defence 
of the 


Chriſtian Religion in his ſeven Books of Inftitutions. The par- 
riculey defign and ſum of each of theſe Books. Theſe Books, when writ- 
zen: Not originally dedicated to Conſtantine the Great. LaQtantius 
—_ ro be Tutor to Criſpus, Conſtantine*s eldeſt Sow, His Book 

e mortibus perſecutorum, when written. The excellency of that 
Tre, His Death, and Poverty. His great Parts and Learning. 
His vad or ambiguous expreſſions upon what atrounts excuſable, His 
excellent Style. His Writings. 


] R_—_— mums COELIUMS LACTANTIUS 


was 1n all probability born at Firmium, a 
Town in the Country of Picenum in Italy, 
| ſituate near the Adriatic Sea, and thence 
borrow'd the name of Firmianus, His 
| Parents ſeem to have been Gerzzles, and to 
have train'd him up in that Religion ; 
| but how or upon what occaſion he was 
| brought over to Chriſtianity, no intima- 
| 2s tions are left upon Record. His Educa- 
tion was liberal,and it met with a pregnant and capacious Mind. In his 
younger years he was ſent over into * Afric, and put under the tutorage 
of Arnobizes, the famous Profeſſor of Rhetoric at Sicca, where he fo plied 
his Studies, that in a ſhort time he overtook and outwent his Maſter ; 
and tho as yet but a very Youth, gave an earl _ of his mature 
Parts and Learning in a Treatiſe, which he called Sympoſium, compos'd 
perhaps in imitation of that of Plato, or the other of Xezophoy, or the 
Deipnoſophiſts, written by Atheneus. By this time his fame was ſpread 
all abroad, and he was called up to a more eminent Station, and plac'd 
in the Eye of the World, IT. THE 


- 


— 
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t1. THE Emperour Dioc/ctian had fix'd his Court at Nicomedis, 
the Metropolis of Bithynis, which he beautified © and adorn'd with * Z4*:demorr, 
Temples, Palaces, Cireuſſes, Magazines, Courts of Juftice, and all _ _ 
manner of ſtately and magnificent Buildings, reſolving to make it 
equal to Rome it ſelf; and it he eſpied the leaſt fault in any Strufture, 
when finiſh'd, he immediately caus'd it to be pull'd down again, and 
ſet upanew, to the utter ruine and undoing of rhe Country, the Rich 
in their Purſes, and the Poor in their Perſons: And what was yet 
worſe, where-ever he efpied a convenient piece of Ground, or a more 
elegant Building fit for his turn, he was not content barely to take it 
away, but the Owner muſt be arraign'd, and executed for Treaſon, 
that ſo it might eſcheat to the Crown, under a pretence of Juſtice. 

By this means he render*d that City very ſplendid and inagnificent. 

And becauſe Learning has been ever accounted the chuef Glory of any 

place, his next care was to furniſh it with the moſt emineat Profeſſors. | 
Among whom, Le##antize is pitch'd on, and ſent * for out of Afr:c to * Hiron. abi 
profeſs Rhetoric at Nicomedis, At his arrival there, he betook himſelf 

to his Profeſſors place; but Latin Eloquence found little entertain- 
tent : For Greek being the common Language of that place, he had 
few Scholars, ſo that in a ſhort time be was forc'd to ſhut up his 
School, and betook himſelf to writing Books. His firſt eſſay was an 
Hodeporicon in Hervic Verſe, wherein he deſcrib'd his Voyage from 
Afric to Nicomedia ; and next, a Book which he call'd Grammaticxe. 
After this, he ſet upon his Book De Opificio Dez, i wherein, from the 
admirab'e creation and compoſition of Men, he elegantly argues a 
Divine. Providence, and that both from the frame of his Body, and 
the nature of his Soul. 'This he dedicated to Demetrian, (as he did 
alſo two Books of Epiſtles) who had been his Scholar, whom he tells 
in the cloſe, * that he intended hereafter to diſcourſe theſe matters I 
more at large, eſpecially what concerti'd the ſtate of another Life, and ,. 892, 
partly from the Principles of his own Religion, _ from their diſ- 
agreement among themſelves, would ſhew that the Philoſophers were 

quite out of the way,” who, notwithſtanding all their plauſible pre- 

tences, were the greateſt Enemies to Truth : And that for his own 

part, he deſired to live for no othier end, than to compoſe what might 

be uſeful tro Humane Life ; and he ſhould then think he had liv'd long 

enough, and to purpoſes good _— when what he writ might 

ſerve to recover any from Error, and to {ct them in the right way to 

Heaven. And indeed it was not long before he was engag'd in the 

Defence of Chriſtianity againſt the attempts of the Geze:/e-Philoſo- 

phers, tho God knows upon too ſad an bccaſion, I mean the fierce 
Perſecution rais'd by Diocletian, The firſt ſprings and motions wheres 

of being particularly diſcover'd by no other Author but Le&#antine, 

who was then upon the place, and his Accounts too being but v 

htely retriv'd and recover'd to the World, it can be no unacceptable 
entertainment to the Reader to be briefly acquainted with them. 

III. DIOCLETIAN was 4 Man infinitely ſuperſtitious, ex- La de rior. 
treamly fearful and jealous of future Events, and upon that account 11. <: 19s 
thiſerably devoted to Southſaying and Divination, for which reaſort þ.20. oe. 
there never wanted enough of that divining Tribe toattend the Court. 
ſc  happen'd, that while they were buſie one day at their divinatory 
Skritices, certain Chriſtian Prieſts cfeps in among the _ 
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ſecretly making the ſign of the Croſs _ their Foreheads, the De. 
mons immediately vaniſh'd, and all was left in diſturbance and confu- 
fion. The Aruſpices trembled, not being able to diſcern any of the 
wonted ſigns in-the Entrails of the Sacritices, and, as if they had mi- 
ſtaken or fail'd in ſome Pantilio's, dogs anew, and frequently repea- 
ted them, but to as little purpoſe as before. Whereupon T ages, Maſter 
of the Ceremonies, either ſceing the y_ or ſuſpe&ing them, 
cried out, that the reaſon why the Sacrifices did'not give their wonted 
ſignifications, was, becauſe prophane perſons had mix'd themſelves 
with the holy Solemnities. The Emperour enrag'd hereat, comman- 


ded all preſent to do Sacrifice, and all that were in the Palace, under 


in of Stripes and Violence; and by a Warrant to the Commanders, 
order'd all the Soldiers in the Army to do the like, or immediately be 
diſcharg'd. Not long after came Galerius Maximianns, whom Diocle- 
rian ſome years ſince had created Ceſar, a zealous Pagan, who ſet him- 
ſelf to blow up the Emperour into a violent perſecution of the Chri- 
ſtians, But none plied him harder than his Mother, a Woman ſuper- 
ſitious beyond meaſure, and who had a moſt inveterate ſpite againſt 
Chriſtianity. Theſe three held: private Cabals all the Winter, and 
while *twas believ*d abroad, that they were in deep Conſults about 
State-affairs, they were only hammering out a Perſecution againſt the 
Chriſtians. Diocletian was old, and lov'd his eaſe, and therefore did 
not readily liſten to violent Councils; he urg'd how dangerous a 
thing it was to diſquiet the Empire, and to hurry the World into con- 
fuſion and blood ; that ſuch ſeverities would be ineffe&tual, the Chri- 
ſtians deſiring nothing more than Death and Martyrdom ; and that 
it would be enough, if the Court and the Army were purg'd from 
the Men of that Religion.. Finding this would not do, he betook 
himſelf -to his old King-craft, which was in all great and generous aQts 
to reſolve upon them without taking any advice, that ſo the honour of 
them might refle&t upon himſelf alone; but where the thing was like 
to prove miſchievous and diſtaſtful, he was woat to take ſeveral Offi- 
cers into Council, that ſo the blame might fall upon them. This he 
praftic'd in this caſe; he declares he will hear the opinion of his 
Friends and Confidents, whereupon ſome Judges and Military Com- 
manders are taken in, who all comply with the council of the Empreſs 
and Maximian, The Emperour not yet ſatisfied, ſends to conſult the 
Oracle of Apollo Mileſius , who, we may be ſure, return'd an anſwer 
home to the purpoſe. And now all excuſes being remoy'd, he yields, 
but ſtill perſuades the more moderate courſe, that it might be done 
without Blood, while Maximiaz inſiſts, that they may be burnt alive. 
The time prefix'd to __ this tragic Scene, was the ſeventh of the 
Calends of March, when the Terminalia were uſually celebrated amo 
the Romans, and this choſen as an auſpicious Omtz, that they ſhoul 
put a #erm and period to that Religion, The day being come, (*twas 
the xxiiis of February, Ann. Chr. CCCIII.) early in the Morning 
the Emperour with his Guards and Officers gocs to the Church of the 
Chriſtians, and having broken open the Doors, ſought for the Image 
of the God they worſhip'd; bur finding none, ok the Bibles, and 
other things at hand, and threw them into the Fire, filling all places 
with force and violence. It held ſome Debate, whether they ſhould 
{t the Church on fire, but the Emperour over-rul'd that, as W : 
| might 
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might be of fatal conſequence to the City ; whereupon Officers were 
{et on work, who pulPd it down to the ground. The next day an 
Edi&t was publiſh*d to {trip the Chriſtians of all Honours, Offices, 
Priviledges, and thar no quality or condition ſhould exempt them 
from the Rack and Torture, and that they ſhould have no power at 
Law in any caſe to vindicate and right themſelves, and to that end 
Altars were ſet up in the Courts of Judicature, and every one was to 
offer Sacrifice, before he could have liberty to plead his Cauſe. And 
now Maximiaz to ſtrike home, ſecretly cauſes the Imperial Palace to 
be ſet on fire, (but ſo, that it might be eafily quenct'd) and then 
charges it upon the Chriſtians, who, he tells the Emperour, had done 
it out of envy, and had conſpir'd with the Eunuchs to murder the 
Emperour, and that they had been in great danger of being both 
burnt alive. This put D#zocletian into a paſſion beyond all the te- 
ſtraints of Reaſon, or giving himſelf a reſpit for cool and impartial 
Conſiderations. Orders are iflued out to proceed againſt Chriſtians 
without mercy, and he himſelf fits and ſees thern executed in part; 
the reſt was done by his Judges and Officers, and all the emula- 
; tion was, who ſhould be moſt bloody and cruel. No regard is had 
to Sex, Agegor Order, -and not content with ſingle Executions, whole 
Houſe-fulls are burnt at once, and Droves tied together with Ropes 
are thrown into the Sea : Priſons are crowded, and new inſtruments 
of Torture are invented, and Letters written to the Weſtern Empe- 
rours to purſue the ſame methods in thoſe Parts, By which means 
the Perſecution became univerſal, and unleſs where Conſtantine go. 
vern'd, was carried on with almoſt equal cruelty in all Parts: The 
particulars whereof it is not my buſineſs here to relate. 

IV. I MAKE no apology for this Digreſſion, the account 
being uncommon, and not altogether foreign to my purpoſe, will 
plead for it ſelf. But the Sword and the Axe were not the only Engins 
made uſe of in the Perſecution, the Pen was taken up to introduce 
and juſtifie the other, and Chriſtianity at once expos'd to the ſcorn 
and cruelty of its Adverſaries. Lafantits | tells us of two at this 
time at Nzcomed;a, tho he conceals their names, who took upon them 
- by Writing to inſult over, and refute the perſecuted and deſpis'd Reli- 
&10n, the one a Cn; the other a Judge. By the Philoſopher 
Baronizs ® will needs underſtand Porphyr the tamous and known Ene- 
my of Chriſtians. But the Charatter La#antize gives him, no way 
ſuits, either with Porphyries, Age, or Temper. Porphyry was a Man 
of a moſt ſtriCt, ſevere, and mortified Life ; La&anrins's Philoſopher 
ſervile, covetous, voluptuous, and every way debauch'd and vicious. 
And tho we could ſuppoſe Porphyry to have been a Man of this humour, 

et his great Age (being at this time near ſeventy Years old) would 
ave render'd him incapable of thoſe looſe Extravagancies which La- 
antins charges upon his Philoſopher : Not to mention that Porphyry 
wrote no leſs than thirty Books againſt the Chriſtians, this no more 
than three. By the other, the Judge, we are doubtleſs to underſtand 
Hierocles, (and ſo indeed elſewhere n he exprelly tells us) who from a 
Vicarins had been made Preſident, and had been one of the prime coun- 
cellors and promoters of the Perſecution. A Man of greater Parts, 
and better Manners, but an irreconcilable Enemy to the Chriſtian 
hame, againſt which he wrote with great ſalt and ſharpneſs. Two 
| B Books 
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Odium of the thing, intit'led them not againſt, but 70 the Chriſtians. 
The main deſign of them was to expoſe the Holy Scriptures (which 
he ſeem*®d to have read with ſome care for that very end) as a bundle 
of Inconſiſtences and Self-contradiCtions, picking up all paſſages which 
he could make look that way, beſides thoſe infinitely falſe and ſcurri- 
lous refletions which he liberally threw upon our Saviour and his Apo- 
ſtles. In ſhort, ſo ready and dexterous was he at quoting the Holy 
Writings, that my Author was almoſt tempted to think he had once 
been a Chriſtian. And did other circumſtances concur, his ſpite and 
zeal would be no ſmall arguments to ſtrengthen the conjeQure , 
Apoſtates being ever the molt bitter and virulent oppoſers of that Reli- 
gion which they have deſerted. 
V. THESE two undertakers read * their Diſcourſes in the 
preſence of Laantius, who was not a little troubled to ſee the beit 
Religion in the World thus openly and infolently affronted ; and bein 
as*twere thus boldly challeng'd, and arm'd with the advantages of ſo 
good a Cauſe, he reſolv'd to put Pen to Paper , not ſo much to en- 
counter theſe trifling Antagoniſts, ( whoſe ſtrength, he tells us, he 
could have routed in a few words) as to undertake the general defence 
of Chriſtianity againſt all —_— of that kind, and at once to dif 
able all their attempts againſt it. Accordingly as his Maſter Arzobins 
did juſt about the ſame time in ſeven Books ſtoutly defend the Chri- 
ſtian Cauſe againſt the Pagans, fo he compos'd ſeven Books of Divine 
Inſtitutions ; T the firſt whereof he treats concerning the falſe Reli- 
gion, and having aſſign'd ſeveral Cauſes of his undertaking, he pro- 
ceeds to aſſert and prove a Providence, and next that there is but one 
God that made and governs the World, which he evinces both by Ar- 
uments and Authorities, the teſtimonies of Prophets, Poets, Philo- 
x7 00m , Sibyls, and Oracles, and rationally refutes the Religion of 
the Gextile-World, eſpecially that which obtain'd in the Roman Em- 
pire, ſhewing that the Deities which they worſhip'd were altogether 
unworthy of the title and place of Gods. In the ſecond Book he dil- 
courſes concerning the Origize of Error , demonſtrates at large the 
vanity of the Fagan Religion, and enquires how the Romans came 
to fall under ſo many abſurd Errors and Miſtakes, and indeed how 
Mankind came to laple under ſo prodigious a degeneracy in matters of 
Divine Worſhip, which he charges chiefly upon the great corruption 
and apoſtacy of Noah's Poſterity, and the ſubtle ſnares and ftratagems 
of the Devil. The third is concerning falſe Wiſdom, wherein the va- 
nity of Philoſophy and Philoſophers, and their falſe pretences to true 
Wiſdom, ate admirably repreſented. As in the fourth he treats of the 
true Wiſdom, and having firſt complain'd of the prevalency of Pagan 
Impiety, and enquir'd why their great Maſters of Philoſophy never 
found true Wiſdom, becauſe they ſought it not in its right place, there 
being an inſeparable union between true Wiſdom and Religion, no 
where to be met with but among Chriſtians ; he next diſplays the true 
Knowledge of Chriſt, both as to his Perſon, Name, Birth, Nature, 
and that both divineand humane, Miracles, Sufferings, and Cruci- 
fixion ; enquiring likewiſe how our owning both Father and Son to 
be God, can conſiſt with the Unity of the Deity ; laſtly, what are the 
uſual cauſes of Hereſy, which he ſhews to be Pride, Covertouſnels, 
1gn0- 
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ignorance of Scripture, and an over-tond valuation of falſe Teachers 
and Prophets. The fifth Book treats of J«ſtice, wherein he gives an 
account why he ſet upon this whole Work, then ſhews that Juſtice 
and Righteouſneſs how much ſoever boaſted of by Philoſophers, was 
polſeſs'd only by Chriſtians, that it was an unreaſonable Cruelty in 
the Pagans to perſecute theſe juſt and righteous Perſons, however 
God for wiſe and good ends thought fit to ſuffer it. In the fixth he 
diſcourſes concerning true Worſhip, both inwagd, as it reſpe&s the 
temper and diſpoſition of the Mind, and outward , as it relates to the 
carriage of the Life; and reCtifies the miſtakes of the Philoſophers 
and great Men among the Heathens about the ſeveral Vertues of a 
good Life. The ſeventh and laſt part is De vita beata, or the happi- 
neſs of the Life to come ; wherein he ſhews, that the true Summuns 
bonum, or reward of Virtue, conliſts in a ſtate of future Immortality, 
that the Souls of Men are thus immortal, notwithſtanding what ſome 
of the. Philoſophers have ſaid to the contrary , and what it is that 
capacitates a Man for this Eternal State : Then he diſcourſes concers= 
ning the end of the World, and the Signs that ſhall precede it, concer- 
ning the Day of Judgment, and the Reign of a thouſand Years, and 
the conſequent ſtate that ſhall enſue upon it.. And having thus dif- 
patch'd his main Argument, he ſhuts up the whole with a patherical 
Exhortation to call off our Minds from things preſent and ſenſible, and 
heartily to entertain and comply with this excellent Religion, as the 
only = to attain to this happy and immortal Life. This is the ſum 
of his ſeveral Diſſertations, which being finiſh'd, he is generally faid 
to have dedicated them to Conſtantine the Great, and both towards the 
beginning and the concluſian of the Book, there are particular and 
. formal Addreſſes and Dedications ts him. But the us h ſomewhat 
more than ſuſpicious. In the firſt Addreſs he is {aid to have begun 
this Work under Conſtantine, whereas Laitantius himſelf es us, 
he ſet upon it not long after the beginning of the Diocletian Perſecu- 
tion, the cruelty and univerſality whereof he more than once and 
again complains of, but the Perſecution of Lzicinizs (under which 
they ſuppoſe he wrote it) was only topical, confin'd to ſome places 
in the Eaſt, and never reach'd the Weſtern Parts : He farther tells us, 
he engag'd in it, when he taught Oratory ar Nicomedia, and when 
Hierocles, who was then one of the Judges there, wrote againſt Chri- 
ſtianity ; now Hierocles was ſoon after remov*d to the Government of 
Egypt to catry on the Perſecution there. So that it's plain, theſe Ad- 
dreſſes muſt be of a later Date, and inſerted by ſome other hand, and 
accordingly (which puts the caſe paſt all diſpute) are wanting not 
only in ſome of the firſt Editions, but in moſt, if not all, of the beſt 
ms moſt ancient Copies of theſe Inſtitutions. This Work he after- 
wards abridg'd into an Epitome for the more eaſe and advantage of 
common Readers, ſome part whereof, viz. of the three laſt Books, 
is ſtill extant, tho perhaps as much as was in S. Jerom's time, when it 
was «zipzAQ., as he tells us, defeQtive in the firſt part of it, 

VI. NEAR ten years the Perſecution had now continued, with 
all imaginable fierceneſs and violence, when Conſtantine the Great, 
ſome years ſince advanc'd to the Empire, having embrac'd the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, began to put a ſtop to it. He had by his wn bmp hangs 
{uppos'd generally to be his —_ but ene Son called Criſps, a 
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Prince of hopeful Virtues, and whom he then entirely lov'd, and 
took all poſſible care of his Education, Conſtantive had himſelf liv'd 
ſome years in the Court of Diocletiay, at the ſame time that Lattax- 
tius was at Nicomedia, with whom no doubt he had ſome acquain- 
tance, and having taken notice of the Learning and Honeſty of the 
Man, ſent for him into Frazce to be Tutor to the young Prince, and to 
inſtru& him particularly in the Learning and Eloquence of the Latiz 
Tongue. The Prince at that time lay at Trzers, as ſome conjeQure, 
or as others, ? at Bezanſoz the chief City of Burgundy, where my Au- 
thor will have him to-reſide with his Grandmother Helena, and that 
from his being there that City deriv'd the name of Criſpolis or Criſpo- 
polis, it being ſtyÞP'd Civitas Criſpolinorum in a very ancient Notitia, ſup. 
pos'd to be coeval tothe Reign of Hoxorins, But whether ſoor no, I 
intend not to interpoſe. And now Lattantius enjoy*d eaſe and a happy 
leaſure, and the better to raiſe his own and other Mens gratitude to 
God for his infinite Deliverances and Bleſſings to the Church, he be- 
gan to refle& upon the darkneſs and tempeſtuouſneſs of the late miſe. 
rable Times, and how fatal ſuch courſes had always prov'd to the 
Authors of them. To which end he drew up a Diſcourle De perſecu- 
tione, or De mortibus perſecutorum, wherein from the very beginnings 
of Chriſtianity he briefly traces that ſignal and remarkable Vengeance 
from Heaven that had purſued the moſt eminent Perſecutors of the 
Church, which he draws down to the times of Dzocletiax, and there 
enlarges himſelf as to the riſe, cruelty, and extent of that Perſecu- 
tion, and thoſe dreadful Puniſhments which God inflifted upon that 
Emperour, and all his Collegues and Partners, Maximianus Hercultus, 
Galerins Maximianus, Severus, Maximinus Daza, Maxentins, and Li- 
c1nim, and how after all attempts God crown'd the Piety of the great . 
Conſtantine with ViQory and Succeſs, the Church with Eaſe and Plen- 
ty, and the World with Peace. This Book (as he did alſo that De Ira 
Dez) he dedicated to his dear friend Dozatws, who had been an emi- 
nent Confeſſor 4 at Nicomedia under three ſeveral Governours, Flacci- 
mus, Hierocles, and his Succeſſor Priſcifiav, where he had been nine 
times put to ſeveral ſorts of Torture, Whips, Hooks to rake off the _ 
fleſh, Pincers, Fire, and what not ; in all which he came off a Con- 
querour, and ſtirr*d not one inch from the teſtimony of the Faith and 
a good Conſcience. A ſhort Traft this is, but an invaluable Treaſure, 
not mention'd by any but only once by S. Jerom, and never after heard 
of, *till ſomewhat more than two years ſince it was happily recover'd, 
and publiſh*d by the Learned Baluzius, for which Poſterity will ſtand 
indebted to his memory. We find not what became of Laan 
tivs after this, or how long he liv'd. Baronixs © conceives he died 
Ann. CCCXVI. but without any other authority than conjeRure. 
He was indeed i extrema ſenetiute, (as S. Jerom informs fus) very 
aged, when he taught Criſps in France, but yet might ſurvive ſome 
conſiderable time. And what was a miſerable aggravation of old 
Age, was ſo poor, * that he wanted even neceſlary conveniencies for 
the ſupport of Life. Which as it ſhews his great contempt of the 
World, (for how eaſily might he have made a fortune, had he made 
that his buſineſs) ſo might perhaps be occaſioned by the unfortunate 
Death of the Prince his Pupil, (if at leaſt we can ſuppoſe he out- 
liv'd him) aſter whoſe ro *tis like little notice was ww of _ 
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No account is gry either of the time, place, or manner of his Death, 
unleſs we will 


tator upon that Chronicon ſuppoſes he had been calld by Conſtantine to 
be preſent at the great Council there. | EN 
VII. HE wasa Man of a ſerious temper, and a ſevere Life, zea- 
lous for the honour of his Religion,. and unwearied in vindicating it 
againſt all oppoſers. He ſet himſelf ſtrenuouſly againſt Fews and Ger- 
tiles, and upon occaſion againſt thoſe within that did corrupt the Faith, 
and defign'd ” to write at large againſt all Sets and Hereſies. His 
Parts were prompt and quick, his Judgment ſagacious ; whatever 
Argument he takes in hand, he manages with that ſtrength and 
clearneſs, that he always with eaſe carries the day. His Learning in 
foreign and external Studies (wherein he was chiefly converſant) was 
exquilite, _ not equallPd by any of the Latizs of that Age he 
liv'd in, which render'd him capable ſo ſucceſsfully to beat the Gew- 
tiles at their own Weapons, and made S. Jerom fo x of him, that 
with much greater dexterity he deſtroy'd their Cauſe; than he con- 
firm'd and built up his own. If there be ſome obſcure, or uncatholic 
Dogmata in his Writings, what Garden is there wherein there are 
no Weeds ? eſpecially when cultivated by one newly crept out of the 
Woods and Thickets, and bred up in the Foreſt and the Wilderneſs. 
Beſides, many things are clear tous, which to them were in the dark, 


rely .upon the authority of F!. Dexter's » Chronicon , 
which tells us, that he died very poor at Nice, whither the-Commen- 
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table, as wherein the Church had then made no preciſe and dogmati- 
cal determination. Some Errors are the fault of the Age, rather than 
the Perſon, and many things are to be pardon'd to humane Weakneſs, 
and want of ſufficient Light. His —_— notions were common to 
him with ſeveral of the greateſt note for Learning and Piety in the 
Church, as we have ſhewn elſewhere. ! As for his other unwary Ex- 
—_—__— and unorthodox Aſlertions, I ſhall not inſiſt upon particu- 
ars, moſt of them have been conſidered and diſcuſt to atisfaQion by 
another hand. * His Style is admirable, Eloquence was his Maſter- 

iece ; by the concurrent judgment of all, from S. Ferom to this day, 
he has been accounted the moſt eloquent Man of his Age, or of any 
ſince, the charaCter of the Chriſtian Cicero being no leſs commonly, 
than deſervedly beſtow'd upon him ; nay, ſome have adventur'd to 
affirm, that in ſome caſes he has out-done the great Roman Orator. 
However, this I think may be ſafely faid, that for the ſublimeneſs of 
his Matter, the frequent pithineſs of his Sentences, the ſweetneſs and 
pleaſantnels of his Periods, the clearneſs and evenneſs of his Style, 
(whoſe greateſt fault it may be is, that *tis too ſmooth and fine) he 
has fince the Ciceronian Age had few equal, and perhaps none ſupe- 
riour to him, 


His WRITINGS. © : 


Genuine. 


I. De falſe Religione. CV. De Juſtitia. 

Wo | e JI. De Origine Erroris. C YYT. De vero Calts. 
Inflitxtionom Lib. V1L.< 1; I. De falſa Sapientia.C WII. De vita Beata: 
IV. De vera Sapientis. | 
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Genuine. 'Odimegyryr. F 
Inftitutionum Epitome. Ad Aſclepiadem, Libri duo. 
De ira Dez. Ad Probum Epiſtolarym , Libri IT 
De opificto Dez. Ad Severnam Epiſt. Libri IT. 
De mortibus perſecutorum. Ad Demetrianum Epiſt, Libri TI, 
—_ parvum de extremo Ju- 
cio 


Suppolititious. 
Carmen de Phaenice. 

Not extant. Carmen de Paſcha. 
Sympoſium. F armen de paſſione Domini, 


Grammaticis. 
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His Anceſtors, whence. His ſuſtaining the Tuferiour Eccleſiaſtic Orders 
#1der Metrophanes and Alexander. His ſucceeding in that See, when. 
His ſubſcribing in the Synod of Tyre, queſtiond. The fArrians con- 
ſpire, and prefer Articles againſt him. Hi firſt Baniſhment under Con- 

antine. His returns. Euſebius of Nicomedia his ambitions intru- 
fron into his See. Pauls flight to Rome, and courteous reception by Pope 
Julius. Euſebius bis Death. Macedonius thruſt up into that See. 4 
== _ Tel _— < Four nr 3 2 —_— that _ Con- 
ntius his ſpeedy return, ſuſpenſion of Macedonius, and baniſhment 6 
Paulus. H. = 4 ment in SD to the Synod at Sardica, = +4 
mitted by his People to go thither. His laſt baniſyment, and private con- 
weyance to Cucuſus in Armenia. Meſſepgers ſent after to diſpatch him. 
chſe impriſon'd, ftart'd and ſtrangled. Remarkable puniſhment of Phi- 
lip the Governour, the manager of his murder. The honourable tranſla- 
tion of his Remains under Theodoſius the Great. 


NTIQUITY has recorded nothing certain}, 

d\ either concerning the Kindred or Country of this 

* $02.1.3.c.9, Wl worthy Prelate, more than that his * Anceſtors 
þ- 509+ - FE came from Theſſalonica, a famous City of Mace- 
| 9 donis. Afﬀter a preparatory Education, he was 

E enter'd among the Clergy of Conſtantinople, and 

if credit may be given to the AQts * in Phorixe, he 

CCLVI. was Reader under wr more Biſhop of that Church, who a little 


1413-1412: before his Death foretold his advancement 'to that See, They ſay 
further, 
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further, that after the Niceze Council, when Alexaxder was ſent with 
the Decrees of that Synod into the neighbouring Parts, he took Paul, 
then Reader and Regiſter of that Church, along with him, with whom 
he travell'd over Thrace, Macedonia, T heſſalia, Achaia, Greece, and the 
adjacent Iſlands and Countries, quieting and compoſing thoſe unhappy 
Controverſies, with the Determinations which that great Council hag 
made in matters of Faith. But when they tell us, that Paul was at 
that time but 12 years of Age, *tis what will very hardly gain belief. 
Under Alexander, who ſucceeded Metrophanes, he was advanc'd to the 
order, firſt of Deacon, then of Presbyter, and by him throughly ſea- 
ſon'd and fetled in the Catholic Faith. 

IL ALEXANDER broken with extreme Age, © ( being 
XCVIIL years old ) and worn out with three and twenty years cares 
of his Epiſcopal Office, was now drawing his laſt breath: And being 
ask*d by his Clergy, whom he would recommend to be his Succeſſor, 
anſwer'd, There were two eſpecially whom they might have their 
Eyes upon ; Paul, young, but prudent beyond his years, a good Prea- 
cher, and a Man of an excellent and exemplary Converſation ; and 
Macedonixs, an aged Deacon, of a grave Deportmerit, and fit to 
tranſa& Secular Aﬀairs. After the good Biſhop's death, FaQions ran 
high, the Arias ſtickling hard for Macedozixs, but the Catholic Party 
carried it, and Paul was ordain'd in the old Church of S. Irexe, where- 
of, while Presbyter, he had had the particular care and charge. The 
time of his promotion to this See, isclogg'd with conſiderable difficul- 
ties. And indeed the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians have wofully perplex? 
and confounded his Afﬀairs, which the Learned Yaleſius. has tak 
great pains to diſentangle, whoſe adjuſtment of times we ſhall for the 
main ſteer by, tho as to the time of Pau/s Succeſſion, we can by no 
means agree with him. He places {the Death of Alexander, whom 
Paul ſucceeded, Ann. Chr. CCCXXXI. when as tis plain by the un- 
contradifted teſtimony of all ancient Writers, that Alexander was 
alive at the death of Ariws,which happen'd not *till An». CCCXXX VI. 
but being extraordinary aged, we may ſuppoſe died ſoon after, and 
that Paul ſucceeded that year. If Athanaſins lays © he was Biſhop, and 
Macedonius a Presbyter under him, at the time of his being at Conſt ax- 
tinople, there's no neceſſity to underſtand it of Athanaſius his firſt being 
there ſoon after the Council of Tyre, Ann. CCCXXXV. He might 
be' there afterwards, perhaps in his return from his German Exile, or 
at ſome other time before Macedonizs uſurp'd the Chair. As for 
Paul's being preſent in the Synod of Tyre, and there ſubſcribing the 
depoſition and condemnation of Athanaſius (with which he is expreſly 
charg'd by the Exffern Biſhops in their Synodal Epiſtle * from Sararca) 
if true, he ated there as Alexander's Delegate and Repreſentative. 
But I confeſs I am apt to ſuſpect the ſtory, and that a = on, who was 
all along ſo brisk a ftickler, and ſo deep a ſufferer tor the Catholic 
Cauſe, could not eaſily be guilty of ſo foul a Crime, eſpecially when 
not the leaſt hint of any ſuch thing is to be found in Athanaſius, (who 
had reaſon enough to Sa who were his Friends, and who his Ene= 
mies in that Council) no, nor in any _— of that time. And for 
the Arian Faftion, what Artifices they made uſe of to ſupport their 
Cauſe, or to defame their Adverſaries, cannot be unknown to any that 
have but look'd into the accounts of this Age. This being clear'd, we 
proceed. ul, SCARCE 
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II. SCARCE was Paul warm 1n his Seat, when his Adver- 
faries began to heave him out. The Arians had been pretty well kept 
under during Alexander's Lite, whole Age and Authority they re- 
vered, and the late fatal Vengeance that had overtaken Aris had caſt 
no little damp upon them. But the Scene being now chang'd, and a 
younger Man ftept into the Chair, and eſpecially being vex'd at the 
diſappointment of their deſigns tor Macedonizs, they reſume their cou- 

# 502.ubjſupr, rage, and prefer Articles againſt him : Sometimes he is charg'd z with 
499: having unduly procur'd that See to himſelf, without the conſent of 
Euſebius of Nicomeaia, and Theodore Biſhop of Heraclea, to whom, as 
the next Biſhops of note and eminency, 1t was pretended his Ordina- 
tion did belong. But this not being ſtrong enough, they down-right 
accuſe him of Immorality , of having led a debauch'd and licentious 
courſe of Life. * Theſe, and ſome other Calumnies, are {pread abroad, 
and being dreſsd up and aggravated by the Chicttains of their Party, 
are buzz'd into Conftantine's ears, who either wearied with their im- 
portunities, or over-credulouſly giving heed to their falſe ſuggeſtions, 
vields, as juſt before he had done in the caſe of Athanaſius, and ſo by 
his order (for to him 4thanaſins exprelly alcribes his firſt Exile) he 1s 
baniſh'd into Pontus, which we may conceive was done about the 
latter'end of Az». CCCXXXVI. or the beginning of the following 
year. Here he continued *till the Death of that great Prince, whole 
three Sons and Succefors, & at their very firſt entrance upon their Go- 
vernment, publiſh'd Letters and EdiQs tor the recalling the baniſh'd 
Biſhops, and among them our preſent Biſhop return'd, and repoſleſs?d 
Himſelf of his See of Conſtantinople. 

IV. BUT he was not ſutter'd to enjoy any long eaſe Myuiet : 
For Erſcbius Biſhop of Nicomedia, a Man of a proud and aſpiring tem- 
per, had caſt an eye upon the See of Conſtantizople. He had heretofore 
procur*d himſelf to be tranſlated from Beryt#s to Nicomeda, as a place 
of greater honour and importance, it having for many years been the 
ſeat and. reſidence of the Emperours. But ſeeing the Imperial Court 
fix'd at Conſtantinople, and finding Coxftantins (to whoſe ſhare the 
Eaſtern part of the Empire was fallen) a Prince inclinable enough to 
be {way*'d by his Councils, he revives the Accuſations againſt Pas/, 
with which he found it no hard matter to poſſeſs the mind of that cre- 
dulous Prince, who no ſooner came to the Government, but had de- 
clar'd himſelf in favour of the Arians. Hereupon a Synod of their 
own Party is conven'd, i by whom. Pa#l 1s condemn'd and depos'd. 
Whether he was formally baniſh'd, is not ſaid : Probable it is, that 

finding Conſtantinople not ſafe for his ſtay there, he conceiv'd it his pru- 

dence and intereſt toretire,and ſo voluntarily travelPd into the Weſter 

«14.4.c.16, Parts; the firſt place we find him at is Theſſalonica, * which, if not his 
p- 93-c-17. OWN, was the birth-place of his Anceſtors, thence pretending to go 
p-95. to Corinth (perhaps to avoid ſome attempts of his Enemies) he took 
i bid. & 15+ Ship, and fail'd into Traly, and went to Rome,! whither about the ſame 
p-91- time came Athanaſius, Aſclpas Biſhop of Gaza, Marcellus of Ancyra, 
and Lucius of Hadrianople. They were courteouſly entertain'd by 

Pope Julius, who being ſatisfied in the goodneſs of their Caule, and 

the injuſtice of their Sufferings, did what in him lay to reſtore them 

to their ſeveral Sees, gave them Letters of Communion to that end, 


and wrote in their bebalf to the Biſhops of the Eff, Afﬀter this, it 
ſeems, 
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ſeems, he went to the Court of the Emperour Conftans, (for there we 
find ® him and Athanaſins) who wrote ſharply in their behalf to his ® 
Brother Coxſtantius, threat'ning, that unleſs he ſpeedily reſtor*d them © 
to their Churches, he would himſelf come and do it; whether he 
would or no, which, if at any time, was done now, tho Socrates mil- 
places it ſome years atter, about the time of the Sardican Council. - 

V. BUT leave we him for a while, and return to Conſtantinople, 
where the ſame Synod that depos'd him, promoted Exſebixs to that 
See, who being thus advantageouſly ſeated, manag'd the Afﬀairs of 
the Arian Party to their great ſatisfaction. He continued in this emi- 
nent Station *till the Council of Artioch, call'd under pretence of de- 
dicating the great Church there, ſoon after which, he departed this 
Life about the year CCCXLII. Euſebiu#s thus dead, and the place 


Socr, 1. 2. 


22. Þþ. 106+ 


become vacant, the People call home ® their Biſhop, who return'd *9-ib.c.12 


fe $ge Co 13 


and took his place. But the Ar/ars did not think fit to ſlip this oppor- ;.g3, 


tunity , and therefore reſoly'd now ſpeedily to ſet up for Macedonia; 
whom in S. Pau!'s Church they ordain'd Biſhop of — 
The people, who had a mighty kindneſs for their old Biſhop, were 
enrag'd at what was done, and both Parties being exaſperated, the 
thing broke out into open Tumult and Sedition, which was follow'd 
with Violence, Blood, and Slaughter. Conſtantius at this time lay at 
Antioch, being engag'd in a War with Perſia, where hearing of what 
had happen'd, heorder*d Hermogenes Maſter of the Horſe, then going 
for Thrace, to.paſs —_— Conſtantinopfe, and toeje& Paul out of the 
poſſeſſion of his Church. The Commander coming into the City, 
and attempting to execute his Orders, found hotter ſervice on't than 
he expe&ted : For the people roſe 'up in Arms to defend their Biſhop; 
and when, Hermogenes ſent a Party of Soldiers to force Obedience, it 
did but blow them up into a greater rage ; ſo that forgetting all mea: 
ſures of Duvy and Alenionce, they ran to Hermogenes his Houſe, ſet 
it on fire, and dragging him out by the heels; and drawing him 
through the Streets, put him to death. The tiews of this barbarous }. 
and unjuſtifiable a&tion was ſoon carried to the Emperour 
ſo horribly offended at it, that tho then taken up with the affairs of 


» who was. *Yid. Liban,. 
ho \ Ora. 111. Baſil; 
dit, p. 127; 


his Perſien War, tho it was the depth of Winter, and the yeather 128, 


extreamly foul and tempeſtuous, yet by Poſt-horſes laid for that pur- 
poſe, he came with incredible ſpeed to Conſtantinople, where having 
examin'd the matter, he baniſh'd Paul; and tho at the interceſſion of 
the Senate he put none to death, yet he puniſh'd the City, by taking 
away one moiety of that daily allowance of Corn (the whole was 
fouricore thouſand Buſhels) which his Father Conſtantine had beſtow?d 
upon it, Nor did Macedonixs himſelf eſcape without a brand of the 
Emperour's Diſpleaſure, who was offended at him, both becauſe he 
had preſum*d to be made Biſhop without his leave, and becauſe he 
had been part-cauſe of the late Tumults and Murders that had hap- 
pen'd, and therefore ſuſpended the execution of his place, and con- 
tin'd him only to officiate in the Church wherein he had receiv*d his 
Ordination. 


VI PAUL loaded with Iron-Chains ? was ſent to $4 afk; a *? Atban. loc. 
Garriſon in Meſopotamia, ſtanding near the River Tigris upon the bor- *"*##: 


ders of Perſia : A dangerous and diſconſolate place, where he was 
perpetually liable to be invaded by AN Enemies from without, 
and 
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and from within could expect no other Treatment but what is uſual 
to Priſoners from mercileſs and mercenary Souldiers. But here he 
ſtaid not long , for the place Ing too open to the Enemy, he was 
removed to Emiſs a City of Syria, ſeated upon the River Orontes, 
where he remained , for any thing we find to the contrary , ſeveral 
years, till a little before the time of the Sardicaz Council , when 
Conſtantius to comply with the importunity of his Brother , had con- 
{ſented to the ſummoning of a Synod, and releaſed Paw in order 
to it, as a Perſon immediately concern'd in it. Coming to Cor- 
ftantinople, he intended to have gone on to Sard:ce, to be there at 

«7þe01.1. 2. the opening of the Council , but his People not thinking 1 it ſafe 

*+ 5+f-72 to expoſe him to the malice and treachery of his Enemies, would not 
let him go. And indeed that he was not preſent at that Synod, what 
ere Socrates and Sozomen ſay to-the contrary , is further evident 
from the Letters both of the Eaſter» and Weftern Biſhops , who not 
only give no intimation of his being there , but plainly imply the 
contrary. However his Cauſe was judged as well as the reſt; and 
as the Orzentaliſts condemn'd and deſpis'd him as a ring-leader of 
miſchief, a Perſon guilty of horrid Crimes, ſo the WefternPr e- 
lates, who were the true Sardicay Council, by their Synodal Sentence 
acquitted and diſchargd him of thoſe accuſations, and reſtor'd him 
to his See. 

VII AND now one would have thought he ſhould have ended 
his days in peace, and reſted quietly in the harbour after ſo many 
ſtorms and dipwracks: But no humane happinels is to laſt long. The 
Emperour Conſtans, the great Patron and Prop of the Catholic Caule, 
was baſely Murdred, February the xvth, Anz. CCCL. After whoſe 
death the Catholic intereſt ___— apace, and the Arians now 
carry all before them. And firit they begin with Paw/, whom the 
next year they traducea freſh to the Emperour, and eaſily perſuade 

* 5ocr.1.2.c.16- him to eſpoule the quarrel. So command - is ſent to Ph/lip, the 
Ag” 4 717, Pratorian Prefett of the Eaſt, one true to their intereſt, and of greateſt 
Theod. ubiſupr. power and authority next the Emperour, to eje& Paul,and give Macedo- 
Athan. loc. cit. ,,;,,; poflefſion of his See. Philip had ſeen too much of the {ad effteRts of 
(& apol. pro. fug. ; T f and vial by the d . f 
yt putting things upon force iolence ear experience 0 
Hermogenes, and therefore reſolv*d more cloſely and cunningly to go to 
work. He ſends for the Biſhop to come to him to Zewxippms his 
Bath, under pretence of bulineſs that did greately import and 
concern the public , and therefore commanded his ſpeedy attendance. 
Paxl obeys, and being come into the houſe, the Governour ſhews 
him the Emperours Warrant , whereat the good Biſhop was nothing 
daunted , though he thought it hard meaſure to be condemn'd with- 
out any cauſe ſhewn, or | being admitted to anſwer for himſelf. 
Philip dar'd not to truſt the multitude , who ſuſpeAing ſome ill 
deſign againſt their Biſhop, had flockt to the gates, and therefore 
ordered a back dore of the Bath to be opened, by which Paw/ was 
convey'd into the Pallace, and thence immediately put a Ship-board, 
and ſent into Baniſhment. The place merch | was Cucuſus , 2 


diſconſolate and miſerable Town in Cappadocia, but afterwards lay'd 
to the ſecond Armenia , where there was nothing but Rocks and 
Wildneſs, Cold and Hunger to entertain him. But this it ſeems they 
thought too good for him, and that while they afforded him —_ 

they 
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they could never account themſelves ſecure enough. Therefore to 
make ſure the work , they diſpatch meſſengers after hint, who e6m- 
ing to the place ,. ſhut him up in a cloſe and dark dungeon , without 
permitting any one to come near him , or the leaſt bit of food to be 
given him. After fix days they came into the room , expeCing.to 
have found him ftarv'd to death , but obſerving him yet to draw his 
breath , they ſtrangled him with his own Cloaths, and then to 
colour the murder , gave it out that he died of a diſcaſe , though the 
whole Vicenage knew the contrary, and Phi/azrins who was Vicarins 
or Governour of that Province, and Servant enough to the Arian 
faction, told it with ſome wonder and amazement to ſeveral , ahd 
among the reſt to Sarapion an Egyptian Biſhop , from whoſe mouth 
Athanaſias reports it. But ſee how remarkably the Divine Juſtice 
overtook Phlip, the prime agent , that plotted , contriv*d , and cx- 
ecuted this whole {cheme of villany. Scarce had twelve months gone 
over his head, when he was diſgtacefully turn'd out of all his honours 
and offices, and made a ſcorn and reproach to all his enemies. Which 
made ſo deep an impreſſion upon his mind, that as if he inherited 
Cains curſe he went up and down like a Vagabond and a Wanderer, 
ran from place to place, but was ſtill purſued by his guilty conſcience, 
and expeCted that _y one that found him, ſhoul ſlay him, till no 
longer able to hold up his head , he ended his miſerable Life, far both 
from his Friends and Country. | 

VIII. BUT how barbarouſly ſoever God ſuffered our Biſhop to 
be ſent out of the World ; how obſcurely ſoever his body was thrown 


into the Earth, yet God not long after raiſed up his natne with honour. 


For the Emperour Theodoſins in the great Council at Conſtantinople , 

Ann. CCCLXXXI. underſtanding the hard fate of this good tnan , 

gave order \ before the aſſembly was diſpers'd for the tranilating his « 77, 7.1; ; 
Remains to the Imperial City. Netarixs accompanied with as many 76vr. Ced. 
Biſhops as were left, went out as far as beyond Chalcedon to meet the (777 © 
Corps, which with ſinging Pſalms,and other ſolemn Rites,they brought «9. p. 256. 
through the ſtreets ot the City into the Church of S. Ireze, whereof 

he himſelf had ſometimes had the Cure. The night was ſpent in 

Hymns and Pſalms, and next morning, the whole City with all the 

Prelates and Clergy, and the Emperour aſſembled, and with all 


honourable ſolemniry laid him in his Tomb. This Church was after- 


wardsenlarg'd and beautified, and from him took the name of S. Pazu!, 

t which ignorance and the multituce miſtaking , begot the ttadijrion * Nicepb. 1.52; 
in after-times ; that S. Pau! the Apoſtle was Buried there. And Ba. © '4 P- 246. 
ronius tells us, » that ſome Ages after; the Head of this Martyr was » wor ad. er- 
taken up, and ſent by the Gyeeks for an ineſtimable Preſent to 97. om Fun, 
the Queen of France, as the Head of that great Apoſtle. But ſhe *** 

not knowing what to ſay to it, ſent to Roxze to conſult the Apoſtolic 

Chair, and by the anſwer of Pope Clement the IV. was ſhew'd the 

miſtake, and convinc'd that the Head of the Apoſtle was = preſety'd 

at Rome, the place of his Martyrdom and Interment. But whatevef be- 

came of our Martyrs Bones, they were the only remains he left behind 

him, having conſign'd gnothing that we know of to writing to preſerve 

his memory ; his peculiar talent lay in Preaching, and by that he 

infinitely endear'd himſelf to the people. And indeed his frequent 
baniſhments, and conſtant ſufferings gave him little leiſire, and 

G 2 perhaps 
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perhaps leſs ſtomach to write Books , whoſe mind was continuall 
diſquieted with his own perſonal ſufferings, but much more wi 
the evils and troubles that befell the Church of God, 


THE LIFE OF 


JULIUS 


BISHOP OF 


R O M E. 


Hi Birth-place and Kjndred, His advancement to the See of Rome 
when. His zeal for the Catholic Cauſe ; bis kindneſs to, and concernnent 
for Athanaſius and others. His citing the Eulcbian fattios to @ public 
hearing. Athanaſius acquitted by him in a Synod at Rome. Julius's 
Letter to the Synod at Antioch. ay of Alexandria his Agents 
rejeited at Rome. The Libel of ſatisfattion , preſented by Valens and 
Lirſacius zo Julius. Julius depos*d by rhe Eaſtern Biſbops et Sardica. 
The Canons for Appeals to Rome paſs a in the Synod at Sardica , ſhen'd 
to be not ſtanding rules , but only perſonal and pony , and ſuited 
to that time, Julius's Letter to congratulate the return of Athanaſius, 
his public Buildings at Rome. The time of his death. Suppoſititious 
Epiſtles intitled to him. His writings. 


ULINUS was by Birth a Romer, the Son of 
Ruſticus a Citizen of Rome : upon the death 
of Pope Marcxs, who fat not above nine 
months, he was advanc'd to the Apoſtolic 
Chair (as the ancient Catalogue of the Bi- 

WEASSF? . ſhops of that See, put out firſt by Cxfpinian , 

* Contient, in and then by Bucheri«s, * informs us) on the 
YiR.Cexpuſch. | ſixth of February, Ann. Chr. CCCXXXVII. 
an | He was a ſtiff and ſtrenuous aſſerter of the 
Nitexe Faith , and a vigorous oppoler of the Arian Fattion, and to 

that end gave Athevefius ( whoſe Cauſe was then lookt onas the com- 

mon Cauſe of Religion) all the —_—_ and afiftance , which the 

eminency of his ſtation rendered him capable to afford. No ſooner 

by the death of Conſtantine was that man releas'd from his 
Baniſhment at Triers, and reſettled in his See at Alexandria, but the 

Arians began a new to combine and make head againſt him. _ the 

tter 
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better to ruine his intereſt and reputation abroad , they wrote * to = 4th. 4pot. 11, 
the new Emperours, the Three Sons of Conflantine, whom they endea- *: 552 5c. 
vour'd to poſleſs with all the prejudices and villainous inſinuations ; 
which either heretofore they had, or of late they could invent. But 
eſpecially they wrote to Pope Jel/zs , whom they hop*d to make of 
——— at leaſt to aſſent to and ratifie the A& that had- paſt 
inſt Arhexefive in the Synod at Tyre. This was no ſooner underſtood 
at Alexandris, but Athanaſius conven'd 4 Synod of his own Biſhops , 
who wrote a Circuler Epiſtle in his behalf, wherein by a plain ac- 
count of things they vindicate him at large from thoſe groſs and 
ſcandalous aſpertions which had been caſt upon him. This Letter he 
ſeat by his Presbyters to Rome, where oy 4 ſo confounded 1 Macarixs, 7 1bil p. $77. 
Meartyrics , and Heſychiws , the Legats of Exſebias and the Exftery 
Biſhops, that they were forc'd to requeſt Julins, that a general Synod 
being had , the cauſe on both ſides might be fully and impartially 
heard, and they have leave to maintain and make good their charge. 
_ . Notice hereof Julive preſently ſent * to Athansfiat , leaving it * Ab. «fol; 
” his - ne , to appoint time and place for the meeting of the * 531+ 
ouncil. 
IL WHILE matters were thus depending , Exſcbixs and his 
party reſolve upon a Synod at Aztioch , wherein among other things 
they depoſe Athanaſius, and ordain one Gregory a Cappadotian, in his 
room , who prepares with force and violence to make his way 
unto that See. Upon the firſt rumour of this, — prudently 
retires,* and according to the invitation Julizs had ſent him , goes to * 46. iid. p. 
Rome , where he was welcome to _ Jalius , who in the interim 532-7%od4.2- 
had ſent Elpidius and Philoxenue with Letters into the Ef, to cite ©" 7" 
the Exſcbiaxs to appear, telling them withall, that unleſs they ſurceas'd 
their innovations, ſome other courſe ſhould be taken. The Council 
ſitting at Atioch, and having no mind after all to come toa fair and 
Trial, delai'd the buſineſs beyond the appointed time, and 
then diſmiſt Jel:ws his Legats with ſharp Letters * to him, letting him * S0z.1.3. c:%; 
know, that tho he had the greater See, they were not otherwiſe inferi- *: 57+ 598: 
our to him, that they took it ill, that he had communicated with 4:b- 
naſucs , an accus'd and condemn'd Perſon ; whoſe cauſe to eſpoule , 
was to affront their Synod, and ineffef to null their ſentence, which 
they looked upon to be higbly unjuſt, and contrary to the rule of the 
Church ; that in ſhort, if he would reje& thoſe whotti they had 
depos'd, and receive then whom they had ſubſtituted ia their places , 
they were ready to hold Peace and Communion with him ; 
if not, they renounc'd him and his Communion. Upoa the recei 
of this Letter , Pope Julius call'd a Synod at Rome, where the Epiſtle 
being read., Athaneſiur's Cauſe was heard, and he acquitted, and 
reſtor'd to Communion , and Juliws delir'd in the name of the 
Synod to write back to the Exfter» Biſhops, which he accordingly | 
did , complaining * of the bitterneſs and tartneſs of their Letters, and *«xoce.1,2-r.1+, 
that contrary to the Canons of the Church they had not invited him # 94- 
to their Synod ; whereas Eccleſiaftic Rule and Cuſtom had made the 
Biſhops of Rome to be concern'd in all important determinations ; that 
they had ſlily and ſecretly corrupted the Faith ; that for the AQts done 
heretofore at the Synod of Tyre (about which they rais'd ſo much 
hoiſe and clamour ) they bad been obtain'd by ſurprize and fraud 3 
C aft 
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and for the memorials of what were done in the Province of Marectis, 
they had been drawn up only by one party ; and as for the Murder 
of Arſenins , it had been openly prov'd -to be a pure cheat and 
fition. But the Letter it ſelf is extant at large in Athanaſius, 4 whi- 
ther the capable reader may have recourſe for his ſatisfaQtion. 

II. GREGORY the Cappadocian, had by this time ſtorm'd 
the See of Alexandria, and taken poſſeſſion , and if poſſible to pur 


+7544. 528. a good colour upon a bad cauſe , had ſent © away Carpones a Presbyter 
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to Rome, to manage and make the beſt of his cauſe, but Julius 
refus'd to ſee him, much more to give him Audience. Several years 
Athanaſins continued in theſe Weſter» parts , though no fair means 
were omitted for his reſtitution. Az». CCCXLVII. a Convention 
of Biſhops was held at Ma», whither Pope Julims ſent his Legats , 
where the confeſſion and requeſts of the Exſfterx Prelates were re- 
jected, and Uraſcivs and Valexs two Arian Biſhops , and the common 
tools and inſtruments of that fattion, were upon their public re. 

cantation, admitted to Communion. The like penitential Libel f the 
ſoon after preſented to Pope Julius, wherein they acknowledge the 
ill things they had falſly ſaid againſt Athanaſius, and that though Julius 
had often warn'd them to make good the charge , yet they had not 
done it, that they now ſolemnly profeſs'd *twas all ſcene and fiQion, 
and of no force, in evidence whereof they were moſt ready to em- 
brace Athanaſius's Communion , eſpecially ſince Julius had given 
them aſſurance that their former misdemeanours ſhould be pardoned ; 
proteſting, that they would henceforth have nothing to do with the 
Eaſtery Biſhops in theſe matters, that they did moſt ſolemnly ana- 
thematize Ar:#s as an Heritic , andall his followers, whodenied the 
Divinity and Eternity of the Son of God , that they did now renew 
and would always ſtick to the Libel they had lately given in to the 
Synod at Milan , which by this writing under their own hands they 
did ratify , and that they did once more, and for ever condemn the 
Arian Hereſie, and all its authors and partakers. This Declaration 
they ſubſcrib'd, but according to the guiſe of the men, who were 
wont to change with every wind, afterwards retraQted it, and went 

again over to the Arians, | 

IV. SOON after the Aſſembly at Mzar, by the great inſtance 
and importunity which Pope Julius us'd with the Emperour Conftans , 
and he with his Brother Conftantins, a more general Synod was holden 
at Sardica, where the Eaſtern Biſhops refus'a to joyn with them of 
the Weſt, unleſs Athanaſius and his fellow-ſufferers were firſt expell'd 
their company : Which not being yielded to, the Synod was kept in 
ſeparate meetings; the Orzeztaliſts in their Aſſembly confirm'd what 
had been heretofore done againſt Athanaſins and his partners , depoſe 
: ſeveral of the moſt eminent Biſhops of the'other fide, and among 
them eſpecially Julius Biſhop of Rome , ut principem & dvcenms malorum 
(as they ſtile him) as the __ and Ring-leader of the whole miſc 
chief, as he that had firſt ſet open the dore to Communion with 
wicked and condemned _— , and had chalkt out the way for 
others to trample upon the Laws of Religion and the Church, and 
had boldly prefum'd to defend Athanaſivs, a perſon whoſe neither 

witneſſes nor accuſers he had heard. In the Catholic Synod Athanaſius 

and the reſt were heard , abſolv'd and reſtor'd , and the Vicene Creed 

con 
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confirm'd, and a Letter written to Jelizs, to let him know what was 
done, and to delire him to —_— the Svnodal Decrees about thoſe 
parts. Among the Canons paſt in this Council, the III, IV. and V, are 
in favour of Pope Julius, granting him power to receive appea!s 
out of other Provinces, where, if Biſhops were aggriev*d at home, or 
unjuſtly depos'd, or that their Caſe could not conveniently be deter- 
min'd, that they might have recourſe to Jalias of Rome, who thould 
have power to appoint Commiſſioners to hear and decide thoſe Caules; 
Which yet did not inveſt the Roman Biſhops with any ſtanding 
ſupereminent Prerogative over the reſt of the Church, but only made 
proviſionary Decrees to comply with the preſent exigences and neceſſi- 
ties of the Church. As is evident to any one that conſiders the ſtate of 
the Church at that time , when the Arias having 61d all corners , 
and poſſeſs'd themſelves of all eminent Biſhopricks , bore hard upon 
the Catholic Biſhops in all places, who were thruſt out and baniſhr, 
nor could they have any right done them at home, as was plain in 
the Caſe of Athanaſius, Aſclepas, &c. who were then in Council , 
and were the only occaſion of the calling of it: Which made it 
neceſſary to have ſome certain perſon to recurr to upon ſuch 
occaſions ; and who could be fo proper for that purpoſe as the 
Biſhop of Rome, which as it was the moſt eminent and illuſtrious 
See, lo were its Biſhops 1n thoſe days moſt renown'd , for their in- 
tegrity and firm adherence to the Catholick Cauſe. Aad indeed the 
Canons ſeem to entail this priviledge rather upon the perſon of Pope 
Julizs , than upon the See of Rome, as not deſigning it tor a ſtanding, 
and unalterable Law, but which was to expire with the occaſion of 
it. In ſhort, as the Sardican Council was never accounted any other 
than a particular Synod, ſo neither were the Decrees of it- held in 
any great reverence and eſtimation, as appear'd in the beginning 
of the following Seculum in the known Caſe of Appeals in the 
Africans Church , whereof more in another place. The Council at 
Sardica being diſfſolv'd, Athanaſizs not long after was recall'd by 
Letters from Conftantins , and accordingly went to Rome to take his 
leave of his dear Friend Julizs, who heartily rejoyc'd in his good 
ſucceſs, and wrote * by him to the Clergy and People of Alexanaria, 
to Congratulate the return of their excellent Biſhop, whom he highly 
commends as for other _ {o for his conſtant and couragious lut- 
fering for the cauſe of Chri 

Vv. THUS far we have view'd him in his more public aCtings, 
nor was he leſs careful and induſtrious in his private ſtation. Beſides 
the welfare of his charge, he ſtudied to add to the external beauty 
and magnificence of his See. Two new Churches he ereCtted at Rome, 
one near the Forum Romanum , the other in the Via Flaminia 
within the Tranſtiberine Region ; he Built three Cemireries or Burying- 
places, one in the Flaminian way , another in the Avurelian, and the 
third in the Vie Portuenſis, He ordain'd that no Clergy-man ſhould 
try his Caule any where but 10 the Eccleſiaſtical Court, and that 
Notaries ſhould make ACts and Regiſters. of all that was done , the 
care whereof was to lie upon the Protonotary,who was to ſuperintend 
thoſe Records. He died the XII. of April, 4»n. CCCLI. after he 
had ſitten in the Chair Fifteen years, one month, and eleven days, (ac- 


cording to the Ancient Catalogue mention'd before, but to make up 
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the time exaCQt from February the VI. to the XII. of April almoſt 4 
month more mult be allow'd) and was Buried in the Cemitery of 
Calepodins in the Aurelian way. He left nothing in writing behind 
him beſides a few Epiſtles, and ſome of thein too, as now extant , 
ſpurious. And indeed they began this trade with his name betimes. 
Not long after his death an Epiſtle was produc'd as if written by him 
to Dionyſizs Biſhop of Corinth concerning the incarnation of our Lord, 
favouring ſome of the heretical principles of thoſe times, which 
therefore {o puzz]'d Gennading, i that he knew not what to make of it, 
affirming, that though it might be uſeful at firſt, yet that then it 
was pernicious and heretical. But Leontius * the learned advocate 
of Conſtantinople has long ſince ſufficiently diſcover*d the impoſture , 
and prov'd it to have been the Epiſtle not of Pope Julizs, but 
Apollinaris ; whole dogmata it did plainly afſert, He tells us likewiſe 
of another inſerted under his name into the Afts of the Council of 
Epheſus , but written truly by Timorhews , one of the main ſticklers 
for the DoQtrine of Apolinars. 


Hs WRITINGS. 


Genuine. Spurious. 
Epiftola ad Orientales. gr. l.ap. Athan.| Epiſtols ad Orientales increpatoria, 


& Concil. T. II. Epiſtola I 1. contra Orientales. 


 Epiſtola ad Alexandrinos. gr. 1. locis|De incarnatione Domigi , Epiſtola. 


citat. N. E, 
Fragmenta Epiſftolarum apud Grati- 
annum , &c. | 
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The place of his Nativity. His early Education in the knowledge of the 
* Seriprures, His inſtruction in Divine and Humane Learning under 
what Mafters. His declining the offer of a Biſhoprick, The improves 
went of his Studies at Alexandria, His peremprory refuſal of the 
See of Alexandria, thew watated by the Conncil of Antioch ; and 
why. Ordained Biſhop of Emiſa, bat excepted againſt by the People, 
upon what account. His retirement, and return beck to that charge, 
His death. The great eſteem had of him, The charge of Arianiln 
«nd Sabellianiſm, by different Parties faſtened upon him. His Parts 
and Learning. Homilies falſely fathered on him. An enquiry whether 
any of his Writings be now extant, 


JM SEBIUS was born! of ari antiefit and 
noble Family at Exeſſa, a chief City in Me- 
ſopotamia, where Chriſtianity had been eat- 
ly planted by Thaddens one of the Seventy, 
and cultivated by the after erideavours of 
St. Jude the Apoltle ; and had taken ſuch 
deep root, that it flouriſhed in all ſuc- 
S |-| ceeding times, and no City in all the 
Sf Eafters Parts became ſo famous for its 
: zealous and reſolute Profeſſion of the Chri- 

ſtian Faith. He was like a ſecond Timothy, from his Childhood ac- 
quainted with the holy Scriptares, according to the pious cuſtorti of 
that place; where one of the firſt things they did , was to inſtill 
the Rudiments of the Faith into their Children , that ſo their Rea- 
ſon and Religion might grow up together, Next lhe was cormit- 
ted to the ableſt Maſters of Humane Learning in that City, by whotri 
he was inſtrufted in all the Eloquence, Wiſdom and Philoſophy of 
the Greeks, wherein he becatne one of the greateſt Maſters of that 
age.But ſtill he thought he wanted the accompliſhment of that more di- 
vine Philoſophy, which Chriſtiahity had taughe the World, For which 
end he pur himſelf under the Diſciptine of two of the riftoſt Learned 
Scholars of thioſe tinics ; Ez/ebius Biſhop of Ceſated, arid Patrophiluws 
of Scythopolis ; under whom he —y—_ Theology , and the Expoſi- 
tioft 
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tion of the ſacred Scriptures : and from |them, *ris like he borrowed 
ſome notions, that made him afterwards ſuſpe& d of an inclination 
towards Arianiſm. | | 

IL. THUS furniſht, he came and ſetled himſelf at Antioch, the 
moſt eminent City of the Eaſt, at the time when Euftathins the 
venerable Biſhop of that See, was accuſed by Cyrus Biſhop of Berea, 
as a favourer of Sabellianiſm, for which he was depoſed ; though 
there was ſomething elſe that lay at the bottom. He liv'd ſome- 
time with Emxphrozius, one of them that ſucceeded Euſtathius, and 
that with ſo great fame and reputation, that he was preſs'd to ac- 
cept a Biihoprick ; and that with ſo much earneſtneſs, that to avoid 
the importunity, he reſolved to quit that place. Indeed his vaſt 
and capacious Soul was not yet ſatisfied with thoſe great attainments 
he had already made ; but was ſtill roving after farther meaſures 
and degrees of knowledge, and to that purpoſe he went to Alex- 
andris, where there were the moſt famous Profeſſors of all the 
more abſtruſe and myſterious parts of Learning. Here he perfeCted 
himſelf in the utmoſt improvements of Philoſophy ; after which, 
he returned back to Aztwoch, and liv'd familiarly with Flaccillus, 
Enphronins*s Succeſlor in that See. 

II. 4 N. CCCXLI. Erſebius Biſhop of Conſtantinople conſpiring 
with the chief of the Arian Party, held a great Council at Antioch ; 
wherein among other things, having condemn'd and depos'd Arha- 
naſins, their next work was to fill up his See. - And for that, none 
appear'd every ways fo fitly qualified as our Eyſehins; a man of a 
ftri& life and eloquent tongue, whereby they hoped he would be 
able to charm the people of Alexandria, and bring them oft from 
their unreaſonable fondneſs of Athanaſius, But he prudently declin'd 
the offer, wiſely conlidering how uneaſy that Chair muſt be to 
any man, out of which Athazaſins had been turn'd ; for whom he 
knew the People had a moſt dear regard, and that they would not 
endure any to be thruſt up into his room. But though the Synod 
could not prevail with him in this matter , yet were they loth the 
Church ſhould loſe ſo uſeful and excellent a Perſon ; and there- 
fore perſwaded him to accept the Biſhoprick of Emiſa, a City in 
Phentcia, near Mount Libanus, not many Miles diſtant from Lao- 
dicca. Thither he went to receive his Conſecration, but the Peo- 
ple informed of his incomparable skill in Afrozomy and the Ma- 
thematicks, cried out againſt him as a Conyurer, and mutined a- 
cainſt his Ordination ; {o that foreſeeing how little quiet he was to 
expect among them, he left them, and went to Laoazcea, to his dear 
and intimate Friend George Biſhop of that place, who ſurviv'd him, 
and wrote his Life. Geoyge brought him back to Antioch , where 
upon conſultation with Flaccillus and Narciſſus, it was reſolved that 
he ſhould return to his charge at Emiſa ; which he did according- 
ly, and where *tis probable he continued till his death, which hap- 
pened about the year CCCLX, not long before that of the Empe- 
rour Conſtantius ; he died and was buried at Antioch, the place where 
he had ſpent a conliderable portion of his Lite. 

HE was of great eſteem in the age he liv'd in, highly honour'd 
by Conſtantius himſelf ; who was ſo exceedingly delighted in his 

ompany, that he uled to take him along with him 1n his yes 
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Expeditions ; and if George of Laodicea may be credited, he was fa- 
mous for many miracles which he wrought. He paſſes under a very 
different charaCter ; by ſome he is ſaid to have been an Arian, 
and by 9. Jerom = to have been Ariane ſignifer fattionis (a Title which * Chron. 4s. 
he claps upon more than one Exſebius) though when he ſpeaks of GOL ALFUS 
him elſewhere ®» more fully, he ſays no ſuch matter. By others he * De geipe. c, 
was direQly cliarged with Sab</l;amſm, but it was by HH ſays So- 9» 
zomen , Who were enviouſly tormented with the virtues of others. 
Were his Writings Extant, they would enable us to judge more cri- 
tically and certainly in this matter. All that wecan now gueſs is, that 
from his ordinary correſponding with the Ariaxs, he lean'd towards 
that ſide ; and perhaps was of the moderate or Homoiouſian Party. 
He was a man fays St. Jerom, Elegantis & rhetorici ingenit, of neat 
and eloquent parts, and wrote many Books and Diſcourſes ; and 
thoſe in a popular and familiar ſtrain : in his expounding Scripture, * 
he kept moſt commonly to the Literal ſence, as the trueſt and moſt 
immediate way to underſtand its meaning. He imploy*d his Pen 
againſt Jews and Gentiles, Novatians, and ſuch like ; and in writing 
brief Notes and Stritures upon the Goſpels. Vaſt numbers of Ho- 
milies have been heretofore publiſht under his Name ; which 'tis 
lain were the works of Encherius of Lions, and ſeveral others. 
Nothing genuine of his, has yet been brought to light ; though it 
may perhaps deſerve the Readers ay any whether thoſe XIII 
Books or Homilies confidently publiſht by Sirmond, under the name 
of Euſcbins Ceſarienſis, be not rather the work of this Exſebins who 
was his Scholar ; and who it may be, compos'd the two firſt, which +» 
are againſt Sabellius, to clear himſelf from the charge of that He- 
reſy, Certain it is, that they favour not the vein and way of 
Writing uſed by the Ceſarean Euſebiuz, Nor has Sirmoxd any ar- 
ament or authority to ſupport his confidence, more than that he 
ound it ſo inſcrib'd in the antient Copy. And who knows not how 
ealy it was for Tranſcribers, when they met with a work intitled 
to Euyſebins, to clap ay ger to it, as ſuppoſing it to belong to 
Euſcbius of Ceſarea, as the perſon beſt known among the Writers 
of the Latin Church. But in this I leave every one to his own con? 


jeQture. 
His WORKS. 
Not:Extant, Suppolititious. 
Ur Horwy, Lib. X. In Evangelia totius Ani Homilie 
In Evangelia Homilie breves , ſed breves. 
plurime. Homili # L. varii argumenti, 
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* Hi Birth place, The care taken of his Education. The great preguancy 
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and ftritineſs of his early age. His eloquent Speech preſignifeed to hizs 
; 5 viſion. His waſt attainments in Learning. His retired life. 

s changing that Courſe, and fixing at Edeſla. What happened to hins 
at his firſt coming thither. Hi ſober and abſtemiows courſe of life. 
Hi feigning —_— diſtrafted, to avoid the offer of as Biſhoprick. 
His journey to Czſarea to converſe with S. Baſil, and the ſatisfa#ion 
he reapt by that intercourſe. His return to Edeſla. The extraordi- 
wary care he took f the Poor in a common Famine. His charge to 
his Friends upon his Death-bed. What happned to one that complied 
not with that charge. His dying reflettions upon the integrity of his 
life ; and laſt exhortation. The time of his death. Hu exemplary 
prety, and love to God, purity of' mind, devotion, abſtinence, contempt 
of the World, Charity and Humility, His hearty and immoveable 
ztal for the Catholic faith, His memorable device to ſhame and con- 
found Apollinaris. His natural and acquired accompliſhments, T he great 
advantages of his natural eloquence, The elegancy of his diſcourſes, 
though tranſlated into other Languages. His compoſing Hymns for the 
uſe of the Syrian Churches, in imitatron of Bardeſanes. The waſt 
number of his Writings. None of th:ſe extant, but what are tran- 
flated into Latin, 


A IVE LIC TS AINT EPHR ATM was born (as the Greeks 
= rw#2> willhave it) Eng, but as Sozomen tells 

ME ISCLNIIYED Pe 
= V2; us ® at Niſubis (at leaſt thereabouts) a well- 
"D 2 Kknown City of Meſopotamia, ſtanding up- 
on the River Tzgrs; which I am the ra- 
ther inclin'd to believe, becauſe Gregory 
Nyſſene » comparing his caſe to that of Abra- 
ham, plainly oppoſes Eaeſſa to the place of 
his Nativity. His Parents were Chriſtians, who took all due = 
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of his Education, his recreation as well as his imployment was to 
read, ſtudy, and meditate upon the Holy Scriptures, which was at 
tended with an honeſty and piety of mind far above his childiſh 
years, and from which he ſuffered not the familiarity of his equals 
to divert him : whoſe vain or vicious company and converſation 
he did ſtudiouſly avoid. By which means, he attained to a vaſt 
comprehenfion of divine knowledge , which with a mighty grace 
and eloquence flowed naturally from him. And this Heaven was 
pleas'd ro ſignify to him by a viſion * in his early years (which he 
was wont oft to ſpeak of) he thought he ſaw a moſt fruitful Vine 
cn from the root of his rongue, which did ſb ſpread and en- 
arge it ſelf, that it filPd-the whole earth, and all the Fowls of Hea- 
ven came and eat of the fruit of it ; while the Vine, the more it 
was pluckt, and its fruit devoured, did ſo much the farther encreaſe, 
and was loaded with more and heavier cluſters. A clear repreſen- 
tation of that plentiful portion of divine and excellent gifts, wherewith 
Heaven was reſolved to crown his Studies. And it fell out accordingly, 
for while he yet underſtood little (if any thing) more than the Lan- 

age f of his own Countrey , beſides his profound skill in Theo- 
ogy, he attained to a vaſt proficiency in forreign Learning ; ſo as 
to be able to maſter the hardeſt and moſt difficult Theorems iri Phi- 
loſophy, and by the wiſdom, clearneſs, and eloquency of his dif- 
courſes out-went the wiſeſt ſages of Greece. 

Il. THE former part of his age, he ſpent in ſolitudes, t and the 
exerciſes of a retired life ; where being free from the noiſe and 
crowd, he might quietly converſe with Angels, and entertain him- 
felf with pious and divine contemplations. But God ſeaſonably 
brought it into his mind, that we were not born meerly for our 
ſelves, but were obliged to help forwards the wellfare and happi- 
neſs of others, This made him reſolye to quit his ſolitary road , 
and betake himſelf to the great City of E = both that he might 
partake in the benefit of their public and folemn Aſſemblies, and 
meet with ſome wiſe and good man, unto whoſe condu& and in- 
ſtruction he might commit himſelf, and from whom he might te- 
ceive further knowledge himſelf, or at leaſt might have an oppor- 
tunity to impart it unto others. At his entrance * into the gate 
of the City, inſtead of the wiſe man he had ſo much wiſhr for, 
he met with a common Strumpet, who earneſtly fixt her eyes upon 
him, while he aſhamed to fall ſo ſhort of his expeQation , turn'd his 
face from her. Woman, ſaid he, tell me why doſt thee ſo wiſhly 
behold me? I do, replied the Woman, and not without reaſon ; for 
what can be more fit and yen than to look up to thee, out of 
whom, as the Man, was I form'd and made, whereas thou oughteft 
to look not to me, but to the ground, out of which thou waſt 
created. An anſwer which he did not expett, and he inwardly 
dlefſed the Divine providence, that had turned the chance to ſo good 
advantage; and was ſo greatly delighted with the remembrance of 
it, that he wrote a Book particularly upon that occaſion ; efteemed 
bne of the beſt he ever wrote. | | 

NI. A T Edeſſs he fixt his ſtation; where though he was in the midſt 
bf a Populous City, he kept to the ſtriftneſs of a monaſtic life, by 


the ſcverities whereof, he perfeQaly conquered all — pal- 
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He waited ſome time to ſee what care would be taken in the com- 


ſions ; ſo that though naturally extreamly inclin*d to choller, he ſo in- 
tirely ſubdued it, that he was never after ſcento be angry in all his life. 
When he eſpied his man under ſome terror and conſternation for ha- 
ving ſpilt the dinner he was bringing to him, after he had faſt- 
cd ſeveral days together (as he otten did ) he pleaſantly told 
him, don't be troubled, let us go to the meat, ſince the meat will 
not come to us, and ſo went and fat down, and took his repaſt of 
the fragments that were left upon the broken ſhivers of the Pot. 
Beſides the conſtant returns of private Devotion , he preacht fre- 
quently and with infinite fatisfa&tion to the People. Scholars he 
had in great numbers, that diligently attended upon his LeQures, 
who. became famous in thoſe parts of the World ; ſuch as Abbas , 
Renobins, Habraam, Mar as, Symeones, Paulonas, and Arazad, though 
the two laſt turn'd aſide to the Errors of Apollizaris., He attained no 
higher degree than that of Deacon in the Church of Ea-ſſa; not 
that he might not, bur that he would not. He was ele&ted to a 
Biſhoprick (probably the See of Edeſſa) and the Order was bring- 
ing to him, and perſons ſent to conduCt him to his Ordination. 
Which he no ſooner got notice of, but in a frantic manner, and. 
with his garments hanging1looſe, and dragging after him, he ran in- 
to the Forum ; where he fell to his viftuals, and by uncouth and 
fantaſtic geſtures put on the habit of a Mad man. Which when 
they who were ſent to apprehend him, found, they diſmiſt him as a 
man diſtracted ; by which means he gain'd an opportunity to eſ- 
cape, and conceal'd himſelf, till another perſon was ordain'd to the 
lace. 
FIv. ABOUT the year CCCLXX,he took a journey, and that as him- 
ſelf tells us, » by a divine admonition, to Ceſare in Cappadocia ; 
where he ſaw and with admiration heard the great S. Buſ) preach- 
ing to the People of that place; and remarkt the order and com- 
lineſs, the ardor and piety of their devotions : and wha's more, we 
are told , * that he beheld a bright ſhining Dove ſitting upon Ba- 
fils right Shoulder, pm_—_ him with words of heavenly wiſdom, 
which he immediately ſcattered among the people. Baſil had it 
made known to him, who this great man was; and - calling him 
to him, askt him by an interpreter , whether he was not Ephraim ; 
upon whoſe confeſſion, he ſaluted him with the moſt endear'd embra- 
ces, entred into mutual Conferences and Diſcourſes ; the venera- 
ble Biſhop imparting to him at his requeſt, the moſt excellent Rules 
for the Government of the Divine Life. Loaded with the fatis-= 
faQtion of a well ſpent journey, Ephraim returns to Eaeſſa ; where 
he improv'd the ſmall remainder of his life, to the moſt public and 
uſeful purpoſes. Not long before his death, a ſevere famine » raged 
in the City, and the helpleſs died in great multitudes unregarded, 
mon calamity ; but finding little or none, heleft his Cell, and ſharp- 
ly reprov'd the rich and the wealthy, for ſuffering their poor Neigh. 
bours to ſtarve ; while they hoarded up their ſtores to the ruine of 
their own ſouls, which he ſhewed them were of infinitely more value 
than all their riches, or whatever elſe concern'd the body, how 
much ſoever they lighted and negle&ed them. The men were a- 
ſham'd, and turn'd it off by telling him, they did not ſtand ſo much 
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upon their money, but the world was ſo bad, ſo full of fraud and 
ſelf-intereſt, that they knew not where to find a man in whole hands 
they might ately rruſt this atfair; He askt them what they thought 
of him ? they all confeſſed they lookt upon him as a good man, 4 
very honeſt and faithful perſon ; why then, ſaid he, I will undertake it. 
So receiving their Charity, he caus'd three hundred beds to be 
brought into the public Cloiſters of the City ; and thoſe whom 
want and languiſhment had made weak and impotent, to be plac'd 
in them; whom he provided both of Food and Phylſic.” He took 
care alſo of Strangers, and thoſe whom neceſſity had driven out of 
the neighbouring Countrey ; and furniſht them with all neceſſary 
accommodations. And thus he continued till the dearth abated, and 
then he returned back to his Cell again; and within few days af- 
ter, was arreſted with his laſt ficknels. Lying upon his Death-bed =, 
he ſtrictly charged his attendants to abſtain from any pompous 
ſolemaity at his Funeral, that they ſhould fing no funeral Hymns, 
nor have any encomiaſtic Oration at his Burial, provide no coſtly 
ſhrouds to inwrap him, nor any peculiar Monument to receive him ; 
that he deſired nothing but the portio nof a Pilgrim, for that he ac- 
counted himſelf but as a S:ranger and Sojourner as all his Fathers were ; 
that if any perſon out of io 2 to him, had defign'd any fuch 
chargeable kindneſs, they ihould divert the coſt, and beſtow it upon 
the poor. There happened to be preſent a Perſon of Quality, » who 
had provided a very rich and coſtly Shroud for his interment ; which 
he thought too good to give to the Poor, and reſolved rather to 
giveits value in Money. Whereupon (ſays mine Author, a Perſon 
of unqueſtionable credit, who liv'd at that time, and in thoſe parts 


of the World) he was immediately taken after the manner of a pof- 


ſeſſed Perſon ; and fell down at the Bed-ſide, foaming and tearing 


like the moſt wild Demoniac. The good man elpying the ſad ſpec-, 


tacle , askt him what he had done to bring this upon him, who 
preſently confeſt the truth ; whereupon Ephraim laid his hands up- 
on him, and having pray'd for him, reſtor'd him to his health and 
ſenſes, and diſmiſt him with this charge, go thy way Friend, and per- 
form what thou haſt long ſince propos'd and promiſed to thy ſelf. Atter 
this, refle&ting upon the courle of his own life, he told rhe 
Company, Never in my whole life (faid he) * did F any ways 
willingly reproach or diſhonour God ; nor has fooliſh and 
vain talk, at any time gone out of my lips : I have curs'd or mif- 
calld no man, nor havel ever had the leaſt contentious quarrel with 
any honeſt man in all my life. Sq long as his breath ſerved, he 
moſt earneſtly preſt all about him to a vigorqus emulation in the 
praCtice of goodneſs and virtue, as his laſt Diſcourſe (fays Nyſſeze « ) 
does ſufficiently ſhew. And indeed there 1s ſtill extant a dying 
Speech, or his laſt Will and Teftament (as *tis call'd) wherein there 
is an excellent vein of piety, and very pathetical exhortations, and 
admirable councils and rules for an holy life ; but *tis too large to 
be inſerted in this place. He died, as may probably be conjectur'd, 
about the year CCCLXXVIII, (not long after the death of S. Baſ#/, 
January the xxviii, as the Greeks obſerve it, or the firlt of February, 
according to the account of the Weſter» Church. In an antienr 
Monaſtery 9 at Conſtantinople call'd Sula ; vulgarly the Six Marbles, 
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heretofore the Pallace of the Patriarch, but now inhabited by Ar- 
menians, his Effigies, being an Original, is yet preſerved, with this 
Sentence at his right hand, H ATAIH Kal ENKPATEIA THN 
FTXHN KA®OEPOTZIN, Charity and Continency purify the Soul. 

V. A MAN he was of as _ a temper, and as ſtriQ a life, as 
that or perhaps any age has produc'd ; he had all the vertues thar 
can render a man great and excellent, and this that crown'd all the 
reſt, that he would not know it, nor car'd to hear of it ; being de- 
ſirous, as Nyſſene tells © us, 2 &xav, aA bi! 9pn5vs, not to ſeem, but 
to be really good. He lov'd God above all things, convers'd with 
him by divine Meditations,and the conſtant returns of duty. The ſcrip- 
tures he read continually , conſidered and thought upon them ; axd 
while he was muſing, the fire kindled, and his Soul was inflamed with 
love and mounted up nearer unto Heaven. He retin'd his faculties 
from all groſs and ſenſual paſſions ; and did as abſolutely govern his 
appetites, as the Maſter does the Horſe he rides on. He taſted, and 
prayed, and wept a great part of his time ; and his frequent re- 
fletions upon the p_ or private ſtate of things ſeldom left him 
dry eyes. When he had done preaching, * he went to Prayer, and 
then fell to diſcourſing afreſh, and then would burſt into tears, and 
after that to prayer again; and this was « Ads 19 adyr, the very 
life and ſpirit of his Sermons. He had ſo kept under his hpdy by abſt1- 
nence and ftri& ſeverities, that he ſeem'd inſenſible of Þleaſure ; he 
indulg*d himſelf no more ſleep than what was juſt neceſſary ta kee 
him alive, and that too taken upon the bare ground. No man wit 
oreater generoſity deſpis'd 8 the World , with all the riches , ho- 
nours, pomps, and pleaſures of it. He ſpoke it with ſome kind 
of triumph when he lay a dying ; Ephraim has had neither Purſe, Staff 
nor Scrip ; Gold or Silver, or any thing elſe have I not eee I hear- 
kened to our Loyd in the Goſpel, who ſaid, ye ſhall roſe s nothing upon 
earth ; which ſuppreſsd all greedy and inordinate deſires after theſe things. 
He thought moſt modeſtly of himſelf, and that every thing was too 
high and good for him ; he lookt upon commendations, as ſo ma- 
ny abuſes. put upon him, and when at any time he could not avoid 
them, would caſt his eyes down to the ground , and vent himſelf 
in filent tears. His Bowels were aCted with a very quick compaſ< 
ſion, and he had a common concernment for the Poor, and when 
his voluntar —_—_—_— of the World had left him nothing to 
give himſelf, he thought himſelf oblig'd the more ſtrongly to move 
others to ats of mercy and charity, which he never did but with 
great ſucceſs ; for who was able to reſiſt the force of his Argu- 
ments, and that mighty b©., that hearty and moſt affeftionate 
ſpirit and temper, with which he was wont to ſet it home upon them. 

VI. HE liv*din an age of ſtrife and buſsle, wherein the ſeveral 
contending Parties in Religion fought to undermine each other, and 
every one to eſtabliſh their particular ſentiments and opinions, as 
the DoCtrines of the Church. But he always kept on the Catho- 
lic fide, * and ſteer*'d the middle way between Sabel/lianiſm on the 
one hand, and Arianiſm on the other. His great zeal for truth, made 
him readily encounter with any error, which he refuted with 
no little warmth and briskneſs, both by diſcourſe and writing. 
He thought he could not do better ſervice to the Church, than to 
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recover men back to truth, to 
Caxcer, and to ſhame and put to filence the boldnefs a 
thoſe that lie i; wait ta deceive. | 
forgotten ; * his Countrey-man Apotiinaris had 


_ Ephraim hearing of it, goes to the woman, and pretending 
himſelf defirous of further confirmation in thoſe Principles , begs 


of her to lend him the Books a while, which might be 0 —— 


vantage to enable him to refute the contrary errors. The woman 
afſents, and he takes the Books along with him ; and havin 

brought them home, glues all the Leaves faſt to one another ; an 

ſo carries them back, without any viſible ſign of what had been 
done to them. Not long after he put ſome of the Catholic Party 
upon the challenging Apo/{;yaris to 2 Diſpute ; the day js ſet, and 
Apollinaris appears, and deſires of the Company, that by reaſan of 
his - age he might not be preſt to diſpute yerbally, but might 
be ſuffered to argue or aniwer out of his Book. $o taking 
one of the Books from his Companion, he began to open it, but it 
would not ſtir; he tried in the middle, but *rwas as lt thers as be- 
fore. Then he took the other Book, but found both alike, not ons 
Leaf parting from another ; which did ſo amaze and confound the 
man, that like one forſaken of bis reaſon, roſe he up and ran out of 
the Meeting , and was ſo unable to ſuſtain the ſhame and ignominy, 
that it brought a Diſeaſe upon him, that had like to have coſt his 
life. | Ws 
VII. BUT though Religion and Piety was his greateſt glory , he 
wanted not the inferior. Ornaments of Parts and Learning. He had 


raveld into the ſecrets of Gentile learning, * and well underſtood "47 
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what. Treaſures were maſters of ; the Chaff and Rubbiſh he 
left behind, and retain'd only ſo much as he could make uſeful to Re- 
ligion, and the Servicc of the Sanftuary, He had the advantage of 
a ſtrange natural Eloquence, wherewith he ory forth his concep- 
tions with ſo much perſpicuity, politeneſs, ſententiouſneſs and plen- 
ty, that he eaſily yy and charmed his Auditors where-ever 
he came. And his Diſcourſes had this peculiar excellency , that 
contrary to the fate of all other verſions, being tranſlated out of che 
Syriac ( for he always ſpoke and wrote in his mother tongue) into 
Greek, they loſt nothing of their native grace and elegancy ; but 
what was admired in 1ts own - a8 garb, was little admirable 
when cloathed in a foreign Drels. S. 


the infeQtion that L x29: like & 

{ubtlety of 
Whereof one Parlage mult nor be 
Ape I'd thoſe parts with 
the venom of his Poyſonous Principles, and for his own as well as 
other mens conveniency , had drawn up the ftate of his notions , 
and the ſtrength of his arguments into two Books , which he had 
| left witha woman ; a prime i»:imado and zealous confident of his 
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vation by that one Book of his, De Sprritu ſandto, which he had 15: 


read ; where he tells us, even under a Tranſlation he met with the 
acumes of a ſublime and excellent wit. None knew better how to 


accommodate himſelf to what he was about ; in his Homilies * and * Yid. 7hor, 


popular. Diſcourſes, he us'd ancaſy and unatfeQted ftile, 

yet made its way with ſuch powerful perſwaſives, inſinuated it ſelf 

with ſo much ſweetneſs, and came recommended with ſo pathetical 

a vehemency, that nothing was able to ſtand before it. The tropes 
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added to the height and ſolidity of his notions, ſet off his way of 
ſpeaking with an uncommon force and beauty. He had no un- 
happy genius for poetry, though he traded that way more to 
pleaſe others than himſelf. Harmonins » the Son of Bardeſanes 
( who flouriſht under the Reign of the Emperour Antoninus) was the 
firſt that had introduc'd Poetical numbers and meaſures into the 
Language of that Country, and had therein compos'd many | oems. 
Ephraim obſerv*d his Countrey-men infinitely delighted with ſuch 
Poetical compoſures, and that he might reſtrain them from reading 
thoſe of Harmonius, who had every where interſperſt his corrupt ſen- 
timents and opinions, he ſet himſelf to compoſe Syriac Hymns and 
Songs containing Catholic DoEtrines and Principles, eſpecially Ex- 
comaſtics of the Martyrs and other excellent and holy-men, in 
all to the number of thirty hundred thouſand Verſes. Indeed 
the Books he wrote were almoſt innumerable, above a Thou- 
{ſand Diſcourſes, as Photius reports from the People of that Coun- 
try ; which for their Piety, Gravity, Orthodoxy, and Elegancy , 
were held in ſuch eſtimation and authority , that in 'many places 
they were publicly read » in the Church next to the holy Scriptures. 
Many of them were in his life time tranſlated into Greek, and the 
reſt afterwards ; and were greedily read by all with equal admira- 
tion and delight. And pity it is, that as yet we have nothing of him 
publicly extant , but at the third hand, the tranſlation of Tranſla- 
tions ; when almoſt with the ſame care and trouble the Greek might 
have ſeen the World. Perhaps poſterity may be more happy. 
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His Country. Conteſt about the potontnghs of his Nativity. Preſ= 
byter of Rome #«nder Liberius. His ſiding with Flix during Libe- 
rius bis Exile. Reſtor'd by Liberius. The Competition between him 
«nd Urlicinus about the See of Rome. The miſchiefs happening du- 
ring theſe diſſentions. The bloody and violent Proceedings of Dama- 
ſus 2gainſt Urſicinus and his Party related by Marcellinus aud 
Fauſtinus. What credibility in their reports. s Synodical condem- 
ning the tranſaitions of the Council of Ariminium. &. Baſils reſent- 
ment of his coldneſs and indifferency in the cauſe of the Catholic Churches. 
of the Faſt, Conſulted by S. Jerom, with whom to Communicate at An- 
tioch. The Apollinarian hereſy condemned in a Syzod at Rome. Vi- 
talis head of the Party, abjures his errours there. A large confeſſion of 
faith ſent by Damaſus to Paulinus. The 24. general Council not holden 
by his authority. A Canon of his aſſerting the ſupremacy of the Church 
of Rome againſt the Decree of Conſtantinople , pretended by Baro- 
nius. The Tous Alrav in the Conſtantinopolitan Canon what. 
The great age and death of Pope Damaſus. His public Buildings, His 
intimate correſpondence with $. Jerom. The Liber Pontifica lis falſh 
aſcrib*d to him. His skill in Poetry. His Writings. 


a4MA4SUS was a Spaniard, the Soii of 
one Antonins, of a conſiderable Family , 
and born not long after the beginning 
of this Seculam. There is ſome con- * Y”«f. Chron. 
tention among the Spaniſh Writers a- ys me 4 
bout the place of his Nativity. Some 1. p. 65 3. wid; 
? will have him born in Portugal at Egita —ay de reb, 
x " . tſp. h 4. c. 
or Tyedita, callPd at this day Juimaeranes, 19.6.7. 2. 
a Town ſituate between the Rivers Mz- *-4nr. Beurer: 
nins and Durius, three leagues from Bra- 9s c—_ 
cara Auguſta : others at T arraco, * an ancient City and of great note in %id.F1.Dexer. 
Spain, But that which pleads moſt ſtrongly for the honour of his menos 4 


Birth is Madrid 4 (ſuppoſed to be the Mantua Carpetanorum of the & 1. Marin: 
Ancients) the Seat of he 7% of Spain ; and we are told /#-4ereb.#ip, 
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of an Inſcription upon Marble in Antique Letters in one of the Pa- 
riſh Churches of that Place, importing that Damaſus was baptiz'd 
in that Church. Where or what his Education was, doth not ap- 
pear, no mention being made of him, till we find him among the 
Deacons and Presbyters of the Roman Church under the Govern- 
ment of Pope Liberizs, who ſeems to have had a peculiar kindneſs 
for him, and whom he ſucceeded in thar See ; though his firſt arri- 
val at it was very tragical and tempeſtuous. There was at this 
time a woful ſchiſm in that Church, which happened upon this occa- 
ſion. Liberizs being baniſht by the Emperor Conſtantine for his conſtan- 
= the Catholic intereſt, the Clergyof that Church, obliged * them- 
elves by oath before all the People never to admit another Biſhop while 
Liberins liv'd ; and Damaſus, we are told, purpos'd to accompany 
Liberius into Exile ; but having gone part of the journey, left him, 
and return'd back to Rome, where by the prevalency of the Arian 
faction, Felix the Archdeacon was Ar ws Biſhop, one otherways 
ſound in the faith. With him the Clergy notwithſtanding their former 
oath complied, and Damaſus among the reſt ; though the people were 
generally oftended at it, and refus'd to go the wonted Proceſſion with 
the new-made Pope. Three years after, viz. A». CCCLVUI, Lz- 
berius upon his ſubſcribing the Arian cauſe, was releas'd from Ba- 
niſhment ; upon whoſe return Felix was driven out of the City ; 
and when a little after he came back, and held his Aſſemblies in the 
Julian Church beyond Tiber ; the people roſe up a 24. time and 
thruſt him out, Liberizs in the mean time doing all he could to com- 
poſe affairs, and to reconcile the Clergy, who had taken part with 
Felix, whom he reſtored to their former places. Liberics ſurviv'd 
his reſtitution eight years, dying September the xxivih, Anno 
CCCLXVI. 

IT. UPON his Deceaſe appear'd two Competitors for the 
Chair, Damaſus, and Urſicinus or Urſinus, a Deacon of that Church, 
who with ſome few more, had kept ſtrictly to their engagement , 
and had all along refus'd to own Felix for their Biſhop. Damaſwus 
and his Party appear*d in Lacinis ſay mine Authors, though where 
that was, Iam yet to ſeek ; where they demanded him for their 
Biſhop, and who was accordingly conſecrated in the Lateran Church: 
while Urſicizus and his Followers made their proceſſton in the Church 
of Jalizt; and requir'd him who had never been defiled with the Art- 
au Commuion for Biſhop,and in the Church of S:c:zi5,or rather &» aa» 
xp TT (as Socrates tells us) in the Veſtry, or ſome obſcure Chap- 
pel belonging to that Church, he was ordain'd by Pau Biſhop of Tz- 
bur. Theſe contrary proceedings quickly filled the City with tu- 
mult and confuſion *, faftions grew high on both ſides, from words 
they fell to blows, and thence to blood and ſlaughter, and nothing 
was ſeen but Swords and inſtruments of fury ; and the holy places 
filled with dead or mangled Bodies. Yaventivs the Provoſt endea- 
voured what in him lay to put a ſtop to the torrent, but finding the 
ſtream ſwell*d too high, and that he was neither able to {weeten nor 
controul the exaſperated humour, he was forced to retire out of the 
City for his own ſecurity. But Damaſus his party , at length pre- 
railed, the other being beaten out of ſight, and that with ſo conſidera- 
ble a loſs, that only in the Church of Sifizins, there were killd in 
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one day no leſs then CXXXVII perſons ; to the infinite ſtandal of 
Religzon, and the reſentment of all ſober and good men. 

III. T HIS is the account, bad enough at beſt, that's agreed on 
all hands : But Merce/linws and Fauſtinus two Presbyters, who liv*d 
at that time, in the preface of their Petition to the Emperor T heo- 
doſius reprelent a much more tragical face of things, with a heavy 
charge upon the memory of Pope Damaſus. They tell us, that Da- 
maſus hecring of Mrſicinus his Ordination, hired a mighty crew of 
Charioteers, Sword-players, and the infamous rabble, and marcht 
with them to the J«/ia» Church, which they broke open and mur- 
dered all they met with for three days together ; and having by bribes 
made Y:ventizs the Provoſt, and Julian Prefett of the Granary of his 
ſide, procur'd Urſicinus with Amantius and Lups his two Deacons 
to be baniſht, beating or killing thoſe of the people that refuſed to come 
over to him. And underſtanding that the people had ſecur'd ſeven Preſ- 
byters,and had plac't them in Lzberizs his Church,he came thither with 
his armed multitude ; and October the xxvith beſet the Church, broke 
open the Doors, and put fire to the place, where they were ſecur'd,that 
there might be no paſſage to eſcape, while others untiPd the roof 
and threw down the tiles upon the people within, and then ruſhing 
in kilPd men and women to the number of CLX, wounding many 
more, of whom ſeveral died afterwards ; while Damaſus loſt not one 
of his party : that the people earneſtly petition'd God and the Em: 

erour (while Dameſwus rais'da freſh, and as they call it, a fifth perſe- 
f:cution againſt them) that the cauſe might be heard in a convention 
of Biſhops, and things fairly tried ; whole Petitions being preſented 
to Valentinian, he the year owing releas'd them that had been ba- 
nifht : ſo MWrſicinus and his Deacons return'd Offober the xvith, and 
were joyfully wellcom'd by their people : That Damaſus having made 
thoſe at Court his Friends, kept the Emperour from being acquain- 
ted with the true ſtate of things, who accordingly commands that 
Urſicinus ſhould create no farther trouble ; and he now finding that no 

ood was to be done, for peace ſake ſurrendred himſelf to the mercy of 
bis Enemies, and by order from the Emperor on the xviith of December 
went again and into baniſhment, after whoſe departure his people de- 
ſtitute of all their Miniſters kept their ſtations in the Cemiteries of 
the Martyrs; and being aſſembled on a time in S. Agzes Church, were 
again ſet upon by Damaſus, who ſlew many of them. Aﬀeer which 
he invited the ey avg Biſhops of 1taly (as the cuſtom was) to ſo- 
lemiiize his Birth-day,whom he endeavour'd to perſwade to joyn with 
him in the coridemnation of Myrſicinus, but receiv*d no other anſwer, 
then that they came to celebrate his nativity, not to condemn a per- 
fon unheard, and before they knew what he had to ſay for him- 
ſelf. 

IV. THIS is the ſum of that account, which thoſe two Presby- 
ters give of this matter. They were 'tis true of the Luciferian ſe. 
paration, that is, thoſe that rejected all communion with any that had 
communicated with the Ari/ans;which perhaps might make them write 
a little more tartly. But whether this be ſufficient to deſtroy their 
evidence, and enervate the force of their teſtimony in matters of fact 
within their knowledge, is left to the Reader to judge - if ſo, *twill 


be ſome abatement to S. Jerom's teltimony (upon which Baronzes lays 
| Ho 
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ſo much ſtreſs, though he ſays nothing very material to the purpoſe) 
his dear _—_ and kindneſs to Pope Damaſus bringing him with- 
in the ſuſpition 0 _ To me it ſeems fcarce credible that per- 
ſons of their charatter in ſo ſolemn an addreſs to the Emperor ſhould 
uſher it in with nothing but pure lies and falſchoods ; and thoſe too 
groſs and palbable, the chings done being ſtill freſh in memory, and 
Damaſus himſelf yet alive. And methinks what pains ſoever Bayo- 
nius takes to put a gloſs _ the Story , it looks a little odd, the 
account which their own Pertificat Book » gives of this affair, that 
Damaſus was conſtituted Biſhop, becauſe he had the greater and the 
ſtronger party. But let the Reader weigh the whole matter in an 
impaendal baflence, and then incline to which ſide he pleaſe. Cer- 
tain it is, that what ever irregularities might happen in Damaſus his 
eleQtion ; or what ill things he or his party might be guilty of, he 
ſufficiently recovered his credit, and for his prudence piety and zeal 
againſt Arianiſm purchas'd a great and juſt reverence throughout the 
whole Chriſtian World. | 

V. BEING atlength ſetled and confirm'd, he began to a@ in his 
public ſtation. About the year CCCLXIX, he conven'd a Synod, 
whereat mer ninety Biſhops out of 1zaly and ſome parts of Fraxce ; 
who conſidering how much the Arian Arrtifices ſtill prevaild, and how 
many were miſlead by falſe apprehenſions and miſrepreſentations of 
things, condemn'd the tranſattions of the Council of Ariminum, and 
particularly Auxeztizs Biſhop of Milar, the great ſtickler for Arianiſm 
in thoſe parts, confirm'd and reinforc*t the Nicere faith , an ac- 
count of all which Pope Damaſus and the reſt gave in a Synodical E- 
piſtle ” to the Biſhops of 1/hricam, wherein they recommend the Ca- 
tholic DoQrine, and what they had done in it to them, and to deſire 
them by an anſwer to ſignify their conſent and concurrence with 
them. Sad inthe mean time was the caſe of the Catholics in the 
Eaſtern Church, where by the favour and paſſionate concernment of 
the Emperor Ya/ers, the Arians bore all the ſway, and almoſt in 
every place carried all before them. Of which S. Baſil makes a la- 
mentable repreſentation in his Epiſtles, who wrote likewiſe , and 
ſent Legats ro Damaſus and the Weſtern Biſhops to implore their aid 
and help in this common cauſe. And to ſpeed more effeQually, he 
engag*d the great Athanaſins ( whoſe authority was then enough to 
give reputation toany requeſt) to write to Damaſus in their behalf. 
But whatever anſwer Damaſus return'd (for his Letters are not now 
extant) *tis plain he was very cold and indifferent in this affair ; as 
appears from the many complaints and ſometimes tart refle&ions 
which Baſi/ makes upon this occaſion, as elſewhere we have related 
more at large. 

VI. BUT the Catholic intereſt in the Eaſt did not only ſuffer from 
the malice and cruelty of the Ariazs, but from their inteſtine quar- 
rels and diviſions among themſelves; as appear'd eſpecially in the 
Church of Artioch, where beſides Eudoxius the Arian Biſhop, and 
Vitalis the Lay-Ringleader of the Apollinarian party there were Me- 
 tetins and Paulinys both Catholic Prelates in that Church, ſome ta- 
king part with the one, - and ſome with the other; and the 
Church by this means rent aſunder into a miſerable ſchiſm. Da- 
maſmus eſpous'd the cauſe of Paxlinus, who had been conſecrated bl 
Lucifer 
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Lucifer Calaritanns a Weſtern Biſhop: and when $S. Ferom then reli- 
ding at Aztioch knew not well whom to joyn with, he ſent to Rome 
to conſult with Pope Damaſus, who adviſed him to hold communion 
with Paulinus : Nay after the death of Meletizs, and that another was 
choſen in his room, he till perſiſtted in abetring and patronizing Pau- 
linus, thereby giving no little life to the pernicious diviſions ot thar 
Church. About the year CCCLXXII ( if Baronixs * compute it 
right) 'a Synod was holden at Rome, whereat was preſent Peter Bi- 
ſhop of Alexandria, Succellor to Athanaſius, \who forc'd away by the 
barharous cruelties of the Arias, had fled hither for ſhelter. The 
chief thing tranſatted in this Synod, was the condemnation of the 
Apollinarian hereſy, then newly ſprung up in the World, aſſerting our 
Lord to have aſſum'd human fleſh without any rational mind or un- 
derſtanding, his Doley ſupplying the room of that : Apodlinaris him- 
ſelf, together with his prime diſciple T imorhews being depos'd and 
cenſur*'d. Vitalis the head of that Sect at Antioch (though a Lay-man; 
as the Alexandriax Chronicon v aſſures us, and that his Followers were 
call'd the SeCt of the Vitaliaxs) was at this time at Rome; where he 
ſolemnly retra&ed and abjur'd his errors before the Touncil, ſub- 
{crib'd the. Catholic faith, and was receiv'd to Communion, and by 
him Damaſus wrote to Paslinus, referring the man to him for a far- 
ther trial and diſcuſſion of his caſe. Of the proceedings of this Sy- 
nod in the cauſe of Apollinaris, Damaſus afterwards wrote * an ac- 
count to the Eaftern Biſhops, who it ſeems had deſired his concur- 
rence in the depoſition of 7 imotheus, which he certifies them he had 
ſynodically done ſome time before. At the ſame time, and by afli- 
ce of the ſame Synod, he publiſht a large confeſſion of faith * , 
wherein he denounces particular anathema's againſt all the heretical 
Dogmata of every Sea, which then infeſted the Church , and ſpake 
Defiance to the Faith of Nzce; and this he direted to Paulinns ( no 
doubt him of Antzoch) then lying at Theſſalonicain Macedonia, , 
VII. THE diſtrafted ſtate of the Church, and the care and piety 
of the good Emperour T heodoſixs, brought together the great Synod 
at Conſtantinople An. CCCLXXXI, which ever had the title and au- 
thority ofa General Council ; though Pope Damaſms was neither him- 
ſelf, nor by his Legats preſent there. However Baronizs * according 
to his cuſtom to ſecure the Papal prorogative, would perſwade us that 
Damaſis afterwards confirm'd this Council ; but withall is forc'd to 
ſtrain ſo hard for a trifling'pretence or two to give colour to it; that 
any man may plainly ſee 'tis more than the cauſe will naturally bear. 
Though if he had confirm'd it, this had implied no ſuperiority, coii- 
firmation in this ſence ſignifying no more than a conſent and appro- 
bation, a thing uſually done by all Biſhops, but ny thoſe of 
the greater Sees. In the third Canon of this Council, the Fathers 
advanc'd the Biſhopric of a va” to the next degree of honour 
and priveledge to the Rowan See. This vext them at Rome, and there- 
fore the next year to chaſtiſe the folly and preſumption of. the Coun- 
Cil (as Baronims ſpeaks ©) Damaſus in a Synod at Rome made a Canon, 
extant in the Creſconias Collection, wherein having briefly prefac'd 
ſomething concerning the Prerogative of S. Peter, he adjuſts the pre- 
cedence and priviledges of the three great Sees, giving the firſt place 


to that of S. Peter, or the Ryman Church, that has neither ſpot nor 
| wrinckle ; 
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wrinckle ; the ſecond, to the See of Alexandris founded by S. Marck in S. 
Peter's name, and by his authority ; the third, tothar of Antioch, imme- 
diately conſtituted by S. Pexer himſelf. But the miſchief is, what ever 
Creſconins Rm_ dreamt of, Damaſas and his Council paſt noſtich 
Canon, and therefore the laft Publiſhers of the Councils wiſely refer 
it to the Roman Synod held many years after under Pope Gelefins, 
An. CCCCLXIV. But to proceed with the Con/tantinopoliter Coun- 
cil; in the fifth Canon the Synod agrees to receive all thoſe at 4»- 
tioch, that confeſs'd the Deity of all the three Perſons of the Trinity, 
according to the muG. 7 Avluear, the Tome or Volume of the Weſtern 
Biſhops. What this Tome was, 1s not agreed on ; the Greek Scholiaſts, 
Zonaras,8c, widely and without any prerence of reaſon refer it toa 
definition of the Sardicens Council. Baronixs © will have it to be the 
confeſſion of faith ſent by Damaſms to Paulinus Biſhop of Antioch, 
which we mentioned before : Yaleſim * to be an expoſition of the 
faith drawn up by Damaſas in a Synod at Rome, An. CCCLXXVII, 
or the year after, ſent to Antioch and confirm*d in a convention of 
Exftern. Biſhops there. But a Learned f man of our own not impro- 
bably conjeCtures, that it's meant of the Synodal Epiſtle which Demaſus 
and his Council at Rome ſent Ann. CECLAXXIT to the remainder 
of that of Conſtantivople, and that this fifth Canon, as alſo the two 
following were not made in the General Synod , but in that part 
of it that re-afſembled the year following. Certain it is, fon 
the anſwer * of thoſe Eaſtern» Biſhops, that a Tome, or Definition 
of faith , eſpecially concerning the DoQrine of the Holy Trinity , 
had been lately drawn up in a Synod at Amtrioch, and another 
in the late Oecumenical Council at Confantinople, which being 
ſent to Rome, probably produc't that Zwvol1x;y, or Conciliary Let. 
ter, from Damaſus and his Synod about that matter, and which the 
Fathers ſtile the Weſtern Tome, or Volume, in that Canon. In the 
{ame Letter he deſir'd the Eafterx Biſhops to come to a general Coun- 
cil at Rome (about which it ſeems he had been dealing with the 
Emperor) eſpecially to adjuſt and decide the caſe of the See of 4- 
tioch, ſtill as much divided as ever, between Paznlinw, and Flaviay, 
Meletius his Succeſſor, whoſe cle&tion had been ratified by the Conftan- 
tinopolitan Synod the year betore. To this Epiſtle the Fathers (many 
of whom met again at Conffantinople the next year) return'd an an- 
wer ; as for the journey to Rome , they excus'd themſelves ; as for 
the faith, they agreed with him ; and for other proceedings, they 
gave him an account of what they had done both in the buſineſs of 
Amtioth, and in that of other Sees. 

VII. IT was not long that Damaſ: liz'd after this. He was full 
of days, near fourſcore years of age , dying, as Baroziz reckons, De- 
cember the xith , An. CCCLXXXIV. after he had fitren Biſhop of 
Rome ſeventeen years, and near three months. As for the miracles 
reported to have been done by him, they that can believe the ARts of 
Damaeſus,may find them there. The works of Magnificence artributed to 
him by the Writers of the &»m«, Church, are two Churches , one 
near Pompey's Theater, the other in the Fra Ardearixa, where he was 
buried in the Catacwmbe near the bodies of S. Perer and Pazl, the 
floar whereof he had beantified with a Pavement of variegated 
Marble. Hediligently ſought out the graves of many Martyrs, whoſe 
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Tombs he adorn'd with ſuitable Epitaphs , enobled the Church of 
S. Laurentirs, and enrich'd it with many exquiſirand coſtly gifts, and 
hither his body was tranſlated from the place of its firſt interrient; 


In his life time he held an intimate correſpondence with S. Jerom: ; 

whom he oft conſulted about the ſence of obſcure and difficult pla- 

ces of __— ; S. Jeroms great Skill in Hebrew enabling him to re- 
a 


turn very 


tisfattory reſolutions. What his parts and lzarning were, 


we can make no certain gueſs, little of his being extant. His TraQs | 
de Virginitate, both in Proſe and Verſe (mentioned by S. Jeromt) are * necCuped. . 
loſt. The Liber Potificalis, or ſhort account of the Biſhops of Rome, 
ſo often aſcrib'd to hitn, is notoriouſly known and granted to be the 
work of Azaſtaſius the Romax Library-keeper, who flouriſht ſeveral 
ages after, the ſtile as well as the matter favouring of the rudeneſs 


and barbariſm of thoſe later times; tho it muſt be ſomething elder 


Virgin. ad Eu- 
ftoch. p. 141 


than Anaſtaſins, if what Labbee i ſays be true, that he ſaw a Copy De ſerip. Tom, 
of it written in the time of Charles the great , wherein thoſe lives - #-252- 
were aſcrib'd to Damaſus, and this before Anftaſins was born, to be 


ſure before capable of writing Books, but wi 


cludes *twas none of Damaſus his work. S. Ferom, who knew him 


beſt, ſays *« he had an elegant wit, eſpecially for Poetry (which 
haps he ow'd in ſome mealure to the Gexizs of his Country, heretofore 193: 


famous for ſome excellent Poets) and compos'd very many ſhort 
Poems, viz. Epitaplis, Inſcriptions, &'c. Some whereof are extant at 


this day. 


His WORKS. 


Epiftols ad Epiſcopos Orientis., 2r, 
& lt. 
Epiſtola Synodalis ad Epiſcopos Tlly- 


_ Tidh. gr. & lat. | | 
Confeſſia fidei Catholice ad Paulinum, 
_ gr. & lat. 
Epiſtola ad Paulinum Antiocheturh 
de Vitals, 
Epitaphia, inſcriptiones,carmvina Nu- 
 mero XL. 
Fragments quedam apud Gratia- 
num. 


Not Extant.. _ . - 
ms Virginitate, & proſa & werſu; 


 Suppolititious, 
Liber Pontifical. | 
Ad Hieronimum Epiftole II. 
Epiſtola ad Stephanum & Epiſcopos 
Manritanie. 
ras Prgfeen & Epiſcopos Nu+ 
midi. 


Epiſt. ad Epiſcopot Italie. 


| 


Epiſt. ad Aurelinm Carthaginenſen. 


| he ſtrongly con- 


= * De ſcript. c. 


(Epip.cd Magn. 
Tom, 11. þo 327« 


® Vid. Baſel. E- 
iff. CCCXCII 
(4d Ampbil.) p. 
398, 399» 


THE LIFE OF 


AMPHILOCHIUS 


BISHOP UP 


IGONIUM. 


His originals obſcure. His monaſtic life : Companion therein to Baſil and 
Nazianzen. Fabulous reports concerning the manner of his being con- 
ſecrated Biſhop of Tconium. S. Baſils Letter zo him to congratulate 
his eleftion to that See. Appointed one of the Commiſſioners for ad- 
mitting Perſons to communion by the Councel at Conſtantino- 
ple. His vigorous oppoſing the Arians aud other Heretics, eſpecially 
the Maſſalians. The riſe and Principles of that Set, Its condemna- 
tion in a Synod at Sida, wherein he preſided. Preſent in a Synod at 
Conſtantinople to determine a controverſy about the See of Boſtra, His 

reat age. The time of his death uncertain. The high eſteem S. Baſil 
3d of him, and the excellent Charatter he gives him. Several Spu- 
ious or doubtful pieces entitled to him, His writings. 


z= FH E Originals of this Holy man are alto- 
| gether obſcure, no Writer having given 
any intimation either where he was born, 
or how deſcended. If I might gueſs, I 
ſhould conje&ture from one of S. Baſils 
Letters to him, that he was born in Cap- 
paavcia, and am farther confirm'd in it 
by S. Ferom,. who ſpeaking of that no- 
ble Triumvirate, Baſil, Gregory and Am- 
phlochins, ſtiles them all Cappadocians. In 
his younger years, he was brought up in all excellent and uſeful 
— and became an accompliſht Scholar. After which he gave 
up himfelf to the ſeverities of a monaſtic Life, and was Companion 
to S. Baſil and Gregory Nazzanzen in their Pontic Solitudes. And 
this it ſeems Baſe/ and he had agreed ® upon long before ; but the in- 
firmities of his aged Father then kept Amphilcchins at home, and that 
ſo cloſe, that he could not ſpare ſo much time, as to wait upon the Bi- 
ſhop of Czſarea, whoſe excellent company and converſation Baſi! ear- 
neſtly recommended to him. Freed from Domeſtic cares he betook 
himſelf to the deſerts, and the pleafures as well as the hardſhip of 
a contemplative lite. The place, if I conjecture aright, where he 
relided, was called Ozizals, a place deſtitute of Grain, but abound- 
ing in Fruits, Herbs, and eſpecially Coleworts, a parcel whereof Na- 
RAANREER 
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2ianzen in two witty Epiſtles » beg'd of him, when he was to treat " Zeit. x11, 
S. Bafil ons night at Supper. Simeon the Metaphraſt , or whoever *** #77 
*twas wrote that trifling account of him, reports, » that he liv'd forty * Ge. s. 4#- 
years in a Cell under-ground, without any other ſuſtenance then 7 7: & !#: 
hard Bread and Water ; and that the Biſhopric of Iconium, the Me- Dag 
tropolis of Lycaonia, being vacant, an Angel appear'd to him, and 

three nights together bad him go into the City; and at laſt having 

pray'd together, the Angel took him by the right hand, and led him 

into the Church, which was full of Lights, and iunumerable Perſons 

in ſhining Garments, who conducted him up to the Altar, and de- 

livered the Book of the Goſpel into his hand ; and having told him, 

that the divine grace made him Biſhop of that place, and having pray*d 

for,and bleſt him, immediately diſappear'd. After whole departure came 

ſeveral Biſhops into the Church, with an intention to have proceeded 

to his Conſecration ; but he told them, they might ſpare their pains, 

tor the Angels had already done that office for him. Whereat as we 

may ſuppoſe , they were greatly aſtoniſht, and having given him 

the peace, went their way. This 1s the ſum of the idle Story of his 
Ordication, for I would not abuſe the Readers patience to ſet it down 

at large, However it may ſerve to give us a taſt how fruitful the 

Greek as well as the Latiz Church is of Legends and fabulous re- 

ports. 

IT. *TIS hard to fix the particular time of his promotion to the 

See of Iconium, more then what the Greek Meneor tells us ?, that it was * T3 & 
in the reign of Yalentinian and Valens, and perhaps not long after NotwCzle: lus 
S. Baſis advancement to the See of Ceſares. He ſoon gave his dear 
Friend S. Baſil an account of what had paſs'd, and how unwillingly 

he had ſuffered this burden to be laid upon him. Bai! wrote 4 back *e.cccxcnt 
to him to congratulate his happy election to that place , and to *: 49>: 
perſwade ang preſs him to go on in a vigorous and ſuccesful diſ- 

charge of it. The fame of the man encreaſed every day , and his 
learning and zeal for the Catholic faith advanc'd him to the firſt 

rank of Worthies in all thoſe parts ; inſomuch that in the great 
Synod at Conftantinople, An. CCCLXXXI, when perſons were to be ap- 

pointed as Judges of Catholic Communion who were fit to be taken 
in, he and Optimus of the Piſidian Antioch, had the whble 4fian Dio- 
cels committed to them. And when about two years after, the Em- 

peror call'd another Synod for compoſing the diſtraftions of the 
Church ; he went boldly to the Emperour, and deſired the ſuppreſ- 

ſion of the Aria, Conventicles, then grown toa great height of in- 
ſolence; and upon the negleCt of his Petition, convinc'd tlie Em- 
peror how great his offence was to God, by putting a notorious-{lighr 
upon his Son, the young prince Arcadizs before hisface. An account 
of which paſſage we have related in the Mſn About the ſame 


time he appeared briskly againſt the Maſſalian Hzretics. Theſe 

were a ſort of primitive Enthuſiaſts *, who plac't all Religion in pray- ej; x » teh 
ing, hogſoniing not only the duties of common life , but all- other Zxx%.p.456, 
parts of devotion, affirming that they were to do nothing elſe-but Vadei fade bot 
pray. And when filVd with Enthuſiaſtic heats, and diabolical rap- « :1.z. 242, 
tures, they were wont to cry out, "was the impulle and preſence of 243: 7:4-4*2; 
the holy Ghoſt. And as moſt hereſies tend to, or end in ſenſuality, c1.25.0an;% 
ſo they fell into the trade of promiſcuous mixtures in their irreligious 4649-p.644. 


F 2 Alſzms 


42 


The Life of AMPHILOCHI1IUS 


C Phot. Cod, 
L1!. col. 37. 


© ubi ſupra. 


v Ext, AT.Syn. 
IJ; 4. Fur. Gr. 
Rom. p. 247.6 
Conc. T'. 2. c01. 


LI51, 


”w Loc, ſupra c+ 
Fat. 


* Epip. 


CCCXEF. p. 


495» 


T Yid, de Sp. S, 
- of knowledge , his unwearied inquries after truth, the clearneſs 
* of his apprehenſions , the firmneſs and ſolidity of his judgment, 
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Afemblies. Theſe Cattel abounded molt in Syria, and being driven 
thence, ſpread into Pamphilia, and the Neighbour Provinces. A- 
gainſt whom a Synod * was call'd at Siaa, a City in Pamphilia, in 
the Confines of C:licia, where met fix and twenty Biſhops. Amphi- 
tochius was Preſident of the Council, who as Theodorir informs us*, 
wrote a particular Book againſt them : in the Synod the caſe was con- 
ſidered, and the hereſy condemn'd, and a Synodical Epiſtle givin 
an account of what they had done, ſent to Flavian Biſhop of Antioch, 
who conven*d a Synod of his Biſhops about the ſame matter, where 
Adelphius a Laic, and head of the Se offered to recant and abjure his 
errors, but was not admitted, the Synod looking upon his repentance 
as feign'd and hypocrital. 

III. W E meet with no more concerning Amphilochins, till the year 
CCCXCIV, when we find him in a Synod » at Conſtantinople, with 
Nettarius of that Church, Theophilus of Alexandria, Flavian of Amn- 
rtioch, and many others determining the controverſy between Baga- 
dias and Agapins, who contended about the Biſhopric of Boſtra, Be- 
gadius having been depos'd only by two Biſhops, contrary to the 
Canon, which requir'd three at leaſt ; to prevent which, for the time 
to come, they decreed that ſuch Depoſitions ſhould not be made but 
by the ſentence of provincial Synods. Soon after this Synod we may 
ſuppoſe he died, being of a great age ; the Greek Ritzal » alluring 
us, that he liv'd till the time of Theodoſius and his Children ; the 
XXIIId of November is ſacred to his memory. He was a man of fin- 
gular worth, held in great veneration by all the perſons of that age. 
He held an inward friendſhip with thoſe two great men Nazianzer 
and Beſil, the latter of whom had ſo high a value for him, that ( as 
he oft intimates in his Epiſtles) he was never well but when he was 
either converſing with him, or writing to him. To him he had re- 
courſe upon all occaſions, to him he communicated all his affairs and 
tranſaQions, ſo that he tells * him his daily Letters to him might ſerve 
oiove: epnpeehdt 78 (Biv, for the Calendar of his life. To him he dedicated 
his Book De Spirits Sanito, and at his requeſt wrote to him his three 
Canonical Epiſtles, containing LXXXV Canons about Eccleſiaſtical 
diſcipline, in anſwer to ſeveral cafes, which Amphilochius had put to 
him. He frequently commends y his vaſt induſtry in the purſuir 


his admirable humility in ſo oft condeſcending to learn of others 
who was ſo incomparably able to teach himſelf. Books he wrote 
many in vindication of the Catholic Faith , though the Ancients 
have not ſo much as conſign'd the names of them to us. S. FJerom 
z only mentions his Book De Spirit# Sanfto , which he ſays Ams 
philochius himſelf read to him. Several TraQts were ſome years ſince 
publiſht under his name, but moſt of them ſpurious, at leaſt uncer- 
tain, and we are the more at a loſs in this matter, becauſe we have 
none of his Books unqueſtionably genuine left us as Standards to 
judge of theſe. 
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His Country, Parents, and Kindred. Edutation, and love of Rherorit. 
| Hardly drawn off to the ge 4, 4 Theology. His Preferment to rhe See 
of Nyſſa; His Zzal for the Catholic Intereff, Baxiſb'd by the Ariari 
Fattion, and hardly w'd. Delegated by a Synod at Antioch to viſit the 
Eaſtern Churches, His journey into Arabia j thence to Jerulalem. 
His enterteinment there, and ſurvey of that place. His retwrn, and 
large Letter againſt __ Pulgrimages to Jeruſalem. The waanſme- 
rable Reaſons he offers in that matter. His _— Sifter Macrina, 
and aſſiſting at her Death. His Book De Anima & ReſurreCtione, aw 
what occaſion penn'd. Hi going to the Conncil at Conſtantinople; His 
Books againſt Eunomius. His Funeral Sermons for the Empreſs Placz 
cilla, and her Daughter Pulcheria: When we meet with the Liſt mention 
of him. His fingalar Learning and Eloquence. His Writings enumerated. 


SREGORYT was barii iti Pont, the Son of 

Bafil and Emmelia, perſons renown'd for their 

Piety, Charity, and all other Chriftiah Vertves , ,.. ....._ 
throughout all Poztir and Cappadocia: He was ; Af hoc: 
their third Son, S: Beſil being the eldeſt Brother, oper. »y/. &. 
(fo yg 6 they © write, that make our Gre- 25 co%37 
gory the eldeſt) the hs had an equal cate nr _ 
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of his Education. He was brought up in all the polite and faſhio- 
nable modes of Learning, but ſpecially applied himſelf to that of 
Rhetoric, wherein he became more than ordinarily eminent, and ſo 
great a power had it gain'd over him, that Nazianzex was forc'd to 
write to him, to periuade him to lay that fond courſe aſide, to get 
above that «£4 evA&idu (as he call it) that unworthy kind of Glory, 
with which he was vainly tickled, and to apply himſelf cloſe to Di- 
vine Studies, and to the ſervice of the Church, ſeverely chiding him 
for taking more pride to. be accounted an Orator than a Chriſtian. 
Having broke looſe from the ſtudy of Oratory and Eloquence, he be- 
took himſelf to Solitude, and the Menaſtic Diſcipline, and had now 
leiſure to put Naz#ianzer's Counſel into prattice, and accordingly ap- 
plied himſelf ſtriftly to the ſtudy of Theology, and the holy Scri- 
ptures, and to enquire into the Controverſies of the Age, in the 
knowledge whereof he became as eminent, as he had been before in 
the courſe of more ſmooth and pleaſant Studies. 
IL. HE was preferr'd to the See of Nyſſa, a _ ſituate 1n the 
Borders of Cappanlocia, and by ſome reckon'd to the lefler Armenia, 
Stephanus © reckons up no leſs than ten Cities of this name, the eighth 
whereof he places upon Mount Cavcaſ#s, but whether he means this 
of ours, is to me uncertain. The exatt time of his promotion to this 
Biſhopric cannot be recovered : that he was Biſhop when Baſi/ created 
Nazianzen Biſhop of Saſtma, is plain from the Oration with which 
that eloquent Man the day after his Conſecration entertain'd him when 
he came to viſit him. But however it was, he prov*d in that ſtation 
a ſtout Champion of the Viceze Faith, and ſo vigorouſly oppos'd the 
Arian Party , that ſoon after he was baniſh'd 4 by command of the 
Emperour Yalers, the execution whereof was committed to the YV7ca- 
rius of thoſe Parts, who calling a Synod of Galatiax Biſhops of that 
ſide in the depth of Winter, depos'd and condemn'd him to Baniſh- 
ment at the ſuggeſtion only of one mean and inconſiderable fellow ; 
and afterwards removing to Nyſſs, ſummon'd thither a Convention of 
the Biſhops of Poxtzs and Galatia, and there thruſt in an unworthy Suc- 
ceſſor in his room. By his Brother's Letter © to Abyrtize in his behalf, as 
well as by his own complaints, it appears, that he met with very hard 
uſage, was toſsd and hurried up and down, heavily fin'd, and expos'd 
to the rage and petulancy of the people, all which fell the heavier 
upon him, as being both unus'd to trouble, and naturally unapt to 
bear it. In this condition he remain*d for ſeven or eight years toge- 
ther, comforted by his Friends, and eſpecially by the Letters f of Gre- 
gory of Nazianzam ; all which time he went about doing good, coun- 
termining the Stratagems of the Enemy, and ſtrengthening others in 
the Faith. In the Council held at Antioch about nine Months after the 
death of Baſil, which happen'd Ann. CCCLXXVII. he was among 
others delegated to viſit the Eaſter Churches, miſerably haraſs'd by 
the late Ar:ax Perſecution, and upon that Errand not long after went 
into. Arabia, * the expences of his Journey being furniſh*d out at the 
public Charge, by the immediate allowance of the moſt relgious 
Emperour (as himſelf tells us,)- that is, I ſuppoſe the Emperour Theo- 
doſius, who about that time had been aſſumed into a Partnerſhip in the 
Empire, and whom we find ſoon after publiſhing a Law, * bearing 
date. Feb. 27, Ann, CCCLXXX, to require-of Biſhops to take heed __ 
. they 


| 
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they betray'd not the Faith either through ignorance or careleſneſs ; 
ſeveral ſuch unskilful or unfaithful Guides having 'tis like, to ſerve bad 
ends,been promoted in the time of his Predecefſor. Having diſpatch'd 
the Aﬀairs of the Arabiax Churches, he reſolv*d for Jeruſalem, having 
_engag'd to confer with the Biſhops of thoſe Parts, and to aſſiſt in 
their Reformation. Coming thither he was moſt kindly entertain'd 


by three pious Ladies, Enſtathia, Ambroſia, and Baſiliſſa, perlons' of 


conſiderable note and account there. He was not a little delighted 
to icontemplate thoſe venerable places, where the Son of God had 
convers'd upon Earth, but much more to behold thoſe pions Souls, 
that were the Spiritual Monuments of his Birth, Life, Death, and Ke- 
ſurre&ion. Bur thcſe, alas! were thin ſow'd there, the place he 
found for the moſt part over-run with Vice, Schiſm, and Fa&tion, 
ſome that ſhun'd his Communion, and ſet up Altars in oppoſition ro 
him. This toon gave him enough of that place, and with an heavy 
heart he return'd ro the wake ww. (I ſuppoſe he means 4»tioch, the 
Metropolis of the Eaſt, where he met « with Ohmpizes the Monk, then 
going to viſit the Holy places at Jeruſalem) whence he wrote back to 
the three Ladies at Jeruſalem, to let them know his ſence of things, 
and to caution them not to be ſeduc'd by thole that ſought to make a 
prey of them. Upon occalion of this Journey he was afterwards 
conſulted ! by a Friend, whether (what it ſeems was the opinion of 
ſome monaſtic Diſciplinarians of that time) it was any eſflential part 
of Religion to make Pilgrimages to Jeruſalem. In anſwer whereunto 
he freely declares himſelf in the Negative, that our Lord had not by 
any Precept bound this Duty upon us, nor made it any of the nece\- 
{ary qualitications to Eternal Salvation, that ſuch Journeys could not 
be accompliſh'd without manifeſt inconveniencies both to the Body 
and the Soul, that the grace of God and his favour were not confin'd 
to Go/gotha or Mount Oliver, or our Lord now corporally preſent in 
thoſe places; that chey had more reaſon to expett his Spirit inCappa- 
docia, where God was more frequently and ſincerely worſhip'd, than 
at Jeruſalem, where all ſorts of Vices\and Immoralities did ſo much 
abound ; that if he himſelf had been there, it was not ſo much to 
gratifie himſelf, as to comply with the neceſſities of the Church, he 
being ſufficiently ſatisfied in the truth of our Lord's Life and Death 
before ever he ſaw Bethlehem or Calvary, and this was the only advan- 
tage he had reap'd, to find that Piety Houriſh'd much more at home ; 
that *tis not the change of places makes us nearer to Heaven, but 
where-ever we are, God will come to us, it the Soul be but a fit Hibi- 
tation for God to dwell in ; but if it be defiPd with Luſt and Sin, tho 
thou ſhould'ſt dwell at Golgothas, or upon the Mount of Ol/aves, thou 
would'ſt be as far from his Preſence and Company, as if thou hadſt 
never once heard of him. A Diſcourſe that ſo mortally wounds the 
Dodrine and Prattice of the Church of Rowe in' point of Pilgr:- 
mages, that after all their vain attempts to evade the blow, they are 
forc'd to run away, and give up the Cauſe. But my buſineſs now is 
not to inſiſt upon that. Being return'd home, he went to viſit his 
dear Siſter Macrins, whom by reaſon-of. his Troubles he had not ſeen 
of many years. His vifit was moſt opportune, for he found hor in a 
dying condition, he pray*d with her, bleſs'd her, and affiſted her in 
her laſt hours, and ſaw her decently brought to her Grave; * All o_ 
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he relates at large in the account he has given of her Life. And upon 

this occaſion he penn'd his excellent Book De Azima & Reſurrettione, 

(wherein if ſome later hand have interſperſt ſome few Origen:an Dog- 

mata, *tis no more than what they have done to ſome few other of his 

TraQs) togive his Thoughts vent upon thoſe noble Arguments. 

_ III. IT was not long after his Arabia progreſs, when he was 

ſummon'd to the great Council at Conſtantinopte, whither he brought 

along with him the Twelve, (or as others divide them, XIII.) Books 

which in vindication of- his Brother Baſil he had written againſt Euno- 

mins, who had pretended to anſwer what Baſil had written apainſt his 

Se& and Principles, but durſt never publiſh his Book while that great 

Man lived. After his Death he ſutfer'd them to creep abroad, againſt 

which Nyſſex took up the Controverſie, and at once defended the 

Truth, and the Memory of his Brother. Theſe Books he read to Va- 

® Hiern, de &ianzen, and Jerom, = who at that time relided at Conſtantinople under 

Seript.c.133- that good Man's tutorage. He made no inconſiderable Figure in the 

Synod, his advice being chiefly relied upon in the moſt important 

caſes, and therefore when it was thought neceſſary to make an expla- 

natory Confeſſion of Faith, eſpecially in the Article of the Holy 

* Niceph.1.12, Ghoſt, the drawing it up was committed = to his care, and this is the 

*. 13. $-245- Conftantinopolitan, or as among, us 'tis call'd the Nicexe Creed. And 

when Meletins the aged Biſhop of Aztioch died, during the fitting of 

5 $0c.1.4.c.26, the Council, he entertain*d » that grave Aſſembly with an Oration at 

£-244-i..5- his Funeral, and was appointed one of the two Commiſſioners for ad- 

557-265 mitting perſons to Catholic Communion within the whole Pontic 

» Fx: 06.7.2, Diocels, Some few years after he preach'd the Funeral Oration y of 

p-956. the Empreſs Placcilla, as he had done a little before for her Daughter 

* Ext. i. p. the Princeſs Pulcheria, 4 a little Infant that died not long before her. 

946. And here we muſt take leave of the Hiſtorical part of his Lite, nothing 
memorable appearing afterwards. 

*7id.l. cede TV. HE was a married Man, rand liwd with his Wite Theoſebia 

P78" © 3 even after he was Biſhop, upon whoſe Death Nazianzen wrote him a 

Nees. 2; Conſolatory Letter, © wherein he gives her more than ordinary Com- 

19. p- 137- mendations, He liv*d to a great Age,and was alive when S.Ferom wrote 

' Feif. xcv. his Catalogue of Eccleſiaſtical Writers, A»». CCCXCII. and two 

om years after that was preſent in the Synod at Conſtantinople, at the adju- 

ſting the Controverlie between Agapins and Bagadine, as appears by 

- the Afts of that Council. No notices are to be met with concerning 

his Death, more than that the memory of it is celebrated in the We- 

ſtern Martyrologies March the ix*h, in the Greek on January the x*h, A 

Man equally venerable for the clearneſs and elegancy of his Style, the 

* cod. vi, vii. quickneſs of his Parts, and the piety of his Life. Phorins © has paſs'd 

__ this cenſure upon his Books in defence of Baſil! againſt Euwnomixs, that 

his phraſe above that of any other Rhetorician, is perſpicuous, ele- 

gant, and very pleaſant, and that however he did not equal Theodorus 

of Antioch ( who had labour'd in the ſame Work, and upon the ſame 

occaſion) in the length of his Diſcourſes, yet be far outwent him in 

az .and ſweetneſs of his Eloquence, and in the plenty and co- 

' his Arguments, beating down his Adverſary by main 

/erturning the very Foundations of his impious Principles. 


lib, tron, or Diſcourſe upon the Hiſtory of the Creation, which 
h 25+ perfeR, he fil'd up with an accuracy that became the Boo: 
| ther 
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ther of the great S. Beſ/, Many other excellent Works be left behind 
him, the laſting Monuments of his Learning and Elequence , the 
greateſt part whereof. are extant at this day. 


His WORKS. 

Genuine. De Anima & Reſurret one, Dialo- 

Ws. 
Hexaemeron , ſeu de opere ſex die- | dhe Apollinarem , ad Theophi- 

rum. um. 
De hominis opificio, Liber. Quid nomen profeſſiove Chriſtiani ſi- 

De wita Moſis, ſeu de vita per-\ bivelit, 

fetta, De perfettione Chriſtiani, ad Olym- 


In Pſalmorum inſcriptiones Tratta- | plums, | 
tus Il, De propoſito ſecuntlum Den. 


In P ſalmum ſextum de Ott ava. In eos qui egre ferunt reprehenſio- 


In Eccleſiaſtem Conciones VIll. Fes. 
In Cantica Canticorum, explana- | De infantibus, qui premature abri- 
t10. piuntur, 


De Oratione Dominica, Homiliz V. | In diem natalem Chriſti. 
De vita beata comparanda Orationes | De S. Stephano protomartyre, Ora- 
VIII £10, 
In illud 4 fall, x Cor. 15. Quan- | De ſanito Chriſti baptiſmate. 
do jibi ſubjecertt, &c. De ſanito Puſlhe efto, & reſar- 
De imagine Dei in homine , libel-| reitioni Domini Orat. V. 
lus. | Aſcenſione Domini. 


Epiſtola de Ventriloqua ſeu Pytho« | De occurſu Domini , & Simeone, 
niſſa. De Deitate Filii,f SpiritusS. & de 


Oratio in ſuam ordinationem. Abraham. | 
Contra Apollinarem. In laudem Baſilis M. fratris , Ora- 
Contra Fatum. to, 
Traftatus de communibus notionibs | In laudens SS. XL. Martyrum, Ora 
adv, Grecos, tiones TIT. 
De Anima. In funere Pulcherie Oratio conſolt- 
Epiſtola Canonica ad S. Letoinm, foria, 
In eos qui differunt baptiſma. | De Placilla Anguſla, Oratio funt- 
De fugienda fornicatione in 1 Cor.) bris. 
6. 18. | Vita $. Gregorii Thaumaturei. 
In mulierem peccatricem, & eos qui | De laudibusS.viri ac Martyris Theo- 
. durias alios judicaxt, dors. 
De pauperibus amanais, De magno Meletio Oratio fune- 
In Pentecoftem, Oratio, Lat. bris. 
Contra Eunominum Libri XIIT. Encomiuns S. Patris Ephraim Sy- 
Tres Deos dici non agortere. ri. 
De fide ad ſimplitiem Tribunum. ; Non eſſe dolendum ob eorum obit um 
Catechetica Magna, Oratio. | qui in fide &Cc. 


De Virginitate vera & incorrap- | Epiſtola ad Flavianum. 
ta. Oratio de iis qui adeunt Hieroſoly- 
Contra Manisheos Syllogiſmi X, mam, | 
| G Epiſtola 
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of his Education. He was brought up in all the polite and faſhio- 
nable modes of Learning, but ſpecially applied himſelf to that of 
Rhetoric, wherein he became more than ordinarily eminent, and ſo 
great a power had it gain'd over him, that Nazianzez was forc'd to 
write® to him, to perſuade him to lay that fond courſe aſide, to get 
above that «IZA evifidu (as he call it) that unworthy kind of Glory, 
with which he was vainly tickled, and to apply himſelf cloſe to Di- 
vine Studies, and to the ſervice of the Church, ſeverely chiding him 
for taking more pride to. be accounted an Orator than a Chriſtian. 
Having broke looſe from the ſtudy of Oratory and Eloquence, he be- 
took himſelf to Solitude, and the Monaſtic Diſcipline, and had now 
leiſure to put Nazianzer's Counſel into prafQtice, and accordingly a 
plied himſelf ftriftly to the ſtudy of Theology, and the holy Scri- 
ptures, and to enquire into the Controverſies of the Age, in the 
knowledge whereof he became as eminent, as he had been betore in 
the courſe of more ſmooth and pleaſant Studies. 

IT. HE was preferr'd to the See of Nyſſa, a _ ſituate in the 
Borders of Cappanlocta, and by ſome reckon'd to the lefler Armenia, 
Stephanus © reckons up no leſs than ten Cities of this name, the eighth 
whereof he places upon Mount Cavcaſ#s, but whether he means this 
of ours, is to me uncertain. The exact time of his promotion to this 
Biſhopric cannot be recovered : that he was Biſhop when Baſi/ created 
Nazianzen Biſhop of Saſima, is plain from the Oration with which 
that eloquent Man the day after his Conſecration entertain'd him when 
he came to viſit him. But however it was, he prov'd in that ſtation 
a ſtout Champion of the Viceze Faith, and ſo vigorouſly oppos'd the 
Arian Party , that ſoon after he was baniſh'd 4 by command of the 
Emperour Yalens, the execution whereof was committed to the YV7ca- 
rius of thoſe Parts, who calling a Synod of Galatiaz Biſhops of that 
ſide in the depth of Winter, depos'd and condemn'd him to Baniſh- 
ment at the ſuggeſtion only of one mean and inconſiderable fellow ; 
and afterwards removing to Nyſſa, ſummon'd thither a Convention of 
the Biſhops of Poxtzs and Galatza, and there thruſt in an unworthy Suc- 
ceſſor in his room. By his Brother's Letter © to Abyrtizs in his behalf, as 
wellas by his own complaints, it appears, that he met with very hard 
uſage, was toſs'd and hurried up and down, heavily fin'd, and expos'd 
to the rage and petulancy of the people, all which fell the heavier 
upon him, as being both unus'd to trouble, and naturally unapt to 
bear it. In this condition he remain'd for ſeven or eight years toge- 
ther, comforted by his Friends, and eſpecially by the Letters f of Gre- 


gory of Nazianznm ; all which time he went about doing good, coun- 


termining the Stratagems of the Enemy, and ſtrengthening others in 


the Faith. In the Council held at Antioch about nine Months after the 
death of Baſil, which happen'd Ann. CCCLXXVIIL he was among 
others delegated to viſit the Eaſter Churches, miſerably haraſs'd by 
the late Arias Perſecution, and upon that Errand not long after went 
into Arabia, * the expences of his Journey being furniſh*d out at the 
public Charge, by the immediate allowance of the moſt religious 
Emperour (as himſelf tells us,): that is, I ſuppoſe the Emperour Theo- 
doſinus, who about that time had been aſſumed into a Partnerſhip in the 
Empire, and whom we find ſoon after publiſhing a Law, * bearing 
date. Feb, 27, Ann, CCCLXXX, to require of Biſhops to take heed -—_ 

| they 
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they betray'd not the Faith either through ignorance or careleſneſs ; 
ſeveral ſuch unskilful or unfaithful Guides having tis like,to ſerve bad 
ends,been promoted in the time of his Predecelſor. Having diſpatch'd 
the Aﬀairs of the Arabian Churches, he reſolv*d for Feruſalem, having 
engag*d to confer with the Biſhops of thoſe Parts, and to afliſt in 
their Reformation. Coming thither he was moſt kindly entertain'd 
by three pious Ladies, Enſtathia, Ambroſia, and Baſiliſſa, perions' of 
conſiderable note and account there. He was not a little delighted 
to icontemplate thoſe venerable places, where the Son of God had « z;4. :5;6 «; 
convers'd upon Earth, but much more to behold thoſe pions Souls, Zuſub. &e, 
that were the Spiricual Monuments of his Birth, Life, Death, and Re- 7 £55 & 
ſurre&ion. Bur thcſe, alas! were thin ſow'd there, the place he * © 
found for the moſt part over-run with Vice, Schiſm, and Faftion, 

ſome that ſhun'd his Communion, and ſet up Altars in oppoſition ro 

him. This toon gave him enough of that place, and with an heavy 

heart he return'd to the ny vv (I ſuppole he means A4»tioch, the | 
Metropolis of the Eaft, where he met « with Olympizes the Monk, then * Pe vis. 31: 
going to viſit the Holy places at Jeruſalem) whence he wrote back to © * 

the three Ladies at Jeruſalem, to let them know his ſence of things, 

and to caution them not to be ſeduc'd by thole that ſought to make a 

prey of them. Upon occaſion of this Journey he was afterwards | 
conſulted | by a Friend, whether (what it ſeems was the opinion of ' ”id. Epi. de 
ſome monaſtic Diſciplinarians of that time) it was any eſſential part {7% 

of Religion to make Pilgrimages to Jersſalem. In anſwer whereunto : 

he freely declares himſelf in the Negative, that our Lord had not by 

any Precept bound this Duty upon us, nor made it any of the nece\- 

{ary qualitications to Eternal Salvation, that ſuch Journeys could not 

be accompliſh'd without manifeſt inconveniencies both to the Body 

and the Soul, that the grace of God and his favour were not confin'd 

to Golgotha or Mount Oliver, or our Lord now corporally preſent in 

thoſe places; that they had more reaſon to expe his Spirit inCappa- 

docia, where God was more frequently and ſincerely worſhip*d, than 

at Jeruſalem, where all ſorts of Vices\'and Immoralities did ſo much 

abound ; that if he himſelf had been:there, it was not ſo much to 

gratifie himſelf, as to comply with the neceſſities of the Church, he 

being ſufficiently ſatisfied 1n the truth of our Lord's Life and Death 

before ever he ſaw Bethlehem or Calvary, and this was the only advan- 

tage he had reap'd, to find that Piety flouriſh'd much more at home ; 

that *tis not the change of places makes us nearer to Heaven, but 

where-ever we are, God will come to us, it the Soul be but a fit Hsbi- 

tation for God to dwell in ; but it it be defiPd with Luſt and Sin, tho 

thou ſhould'ſt dwell at Golgorha, or upon the Mount of Olaves, thou 

would'ſt be as fir from his Preſence and Company, as if thou hadſt 

never once heard of him. A Diſcourſe that ſo mortally wounds the 

Dodrine and Pra&tice of the Church of Rowe im point of Pilgri- 

mages, thart after all their vain attempts to evade the blow, they are 

forc'd to run away, and give up the Cauſe. But my buſineſs now is 

not to inſiſt upon that. Being return'd home, he went to viſit his 

dear Siſter Macrins, whom by reaſon-of. his Troubles he had not ſeen 

of many years. Hts vifit was moſt opportune, for he found hor in a 

dying condition, he pray'd with her, þleſsd her, and aſſiſted her in 

her laſt hours, and ſaw her decently brought ro her Grave; * All cy 
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he relates at large in the account he has given of her Life. And upon 
this occaſion he penn'd his excellent Book De Azima & Reſurrectione, 
(wherein if ſome later hand have interſperſt ſome few Origenian Dos- 
mata, *tis no more than what they have done to ſome few other of his 
TraQs) togive his Thoughts vent upon thoſe noble Arguments. 
III, IT was not long after his Arabia» progreſs, when he was 
ſummon'd to the great Council at Co/tantinopte, whither he brought: 
along with him the Twelve, (or as others divide them, XIII.) Books 
which in vindication of- his Brother Baſi{ he had written againſt Euno- 
mins, who had pretended to anſwer what Baſil had written againſt his 
Se& and Principles, but durſt never publiſh his Book while that great 
Man lived. After his Death he ſutfer'd them to creep abroad, againſt 
which Nyſſes took up the Controverlie, and at once defended the 
Truth, and the Memory of his Brother. Theſe Books he read to Na- 
® Hiern, de &i4anzen, and Jerom, = who at that time reſided at Conſtantinople under 
Script.c.133- that good Man's tutorage. He made no inconſiderable Figure in the 
Synod, his advice being chiefly relied upon in the moſt important 
caſes, and therefore when it was thought neceſſary to make an expla- 
natory Confeſſion of Faith, eſpecially in the Article of the Holy 
* Niceph.1.12, Ghoſt, the drawing it up was committed = to his care, and this is the 
&. 13+ f-245- Conftantinopolitan, or as among us *tis call'd the Nzcene Creed. And 
when Melertizs the aged Biſhop of Aztioch died, during the ſitting of 
5 $6c.1.4.c.26, the Council, he entertain'd » that grave Aſſembly with an Oration at 
p-244-i4.1.5. his Funeral, and was appointed one of the two Commiſſioners for ad- 
©5-7-255 mitting perſons to Catholic Communion within the whole Pontic 
» Ext. 06.7.2, Diocels. Some few years after he preach'd the Funeral Oration » of 
p-956. the Empreſs Placcilia, as he had done a little before for her Daughter 
* Ext. i. p. the Princeſs Pulcheria, 4 a little Infant that died not long before her. 
946. And here we muſt take leave of the Hiſtorical part of his Lite, nothing 
memorable appearing afterwards. 
*714.1. cad IV. HE was a married Man, * and liwd with his Wife Theoſebiz 
P72. © 3 even after he was Biſhop, upon whoſe Death Nazianzen wrote him a 
Fab. no Conſolatory Letter, * wherein he gives her more than ordinary Com- 
t-19. f- 137- mendations, He liv*d to a great Age,and was alive when S.Ferom wrote 
"Epi. xcv. his Catalogue of Eccleſiaſtical Writers, Amm., CCCXCII. and two 
c:men years after that was preſent in the Synod at Conſtantinople, at the adju- 
ſting the Controverlie between Agapins and Bagading, as appears by 
- the Afts of that Council. No notices are to be met with concerning 
his Death, more than that the memory of it is celebrated in the We- 
ſtern Martyrologies March the ix*h, in the Greek on January the x*h, A 
Man equally venerable for the clearneſs and elegancy of his Style, the 
* cod. vi, vil quickneſs of his Parts, and the piety of his Life. Photiws © has paſs'd 
_—_ this cenſure upon his Books in doors of Baſil againſt Eunomixs, that 
his phraſe above that of any other Rhetorician, is perſpicuous, ele- 
gant, and very pleaſant, and that however he did not equal 7 heodorus 
of Antioch ( who had labour'd in the ſame Work, and upon the ſame 
occaſion) in the length of his Diſcourſes, yet be far outwent him in 
the beauty and ſweetneſs of his Eloquence, and in the plenty and co- 
piouſneſs of his Arguments, beating down his Adverſary by main 
force, and overturning the very Foundations of his impious Principles. 
The Hexemeron, or Diſcourſe upon the Hiſtory of the Creation, which 


Befil left imperfeR, he filFd up with an accuracy that became the Bows 
ther 
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ther of the great S. Bsſi/, Many other excellent Works he left behind 
him, the laſting Monuments of his Learning and Elequence , the 
greateſt part whereof are extant at this day. 


His WORKS. 
Genuine. De Anima & Reſurreitwne, Dialo- 
Ms. 
Hexaemeron , ſeu de opere ſex die- | Abe Apollinarem , ad Theophi- 
rum. um. 
De hominis opificio, Liber. Quid nomen profeſſiove Chriſtiani ſi- 
De wita Moſis, ſeu de vita per-| bivelit, 
fetta. De perfeFione Chriſtiani, ad Olym- 
In Pſalmorum inſcriptiones Tratta- | prum, 
tus IT, De propoſito ſecundum Deum. 
In Pſalmum ſextum de Ott ava. In eos qui agre ferunt reprehenſio- 
In Ecclefiaſtem Conciones V11l. BES. 
In Cantica Canticorum, explana- | De infantibus, qui premature abri- 
£10. pruntur, 
De Oratione Dominica, Homilie V. | In diem natalem Chriſti. 


De vita beata comparanda Orationes | De S. Stephano protomartyre, Ora- 
VIII, tio, 


In illud 4 wor, x Cor. 15. Quan- | De ſanito Pot baptiſmate. 


do jibi ſubjecerit, &c. De ſantto Paſche feſto, & reſar- 
De imagine Dei in homine , libel-| redtioni Domini Orat. V. 
lus. De Aſcenſione Domini. 
Epiſtola de Ventriloqua ſeu Pytho« | De occurſu Domini , & Simeone. 
niſſa. De Deitate Filii, SpiritwsS. & de 
Oratio in ſuam ordinationem. Abraham. 
Contra Apollinarem. Is laudem Baſilis M. fratris , Ora- 
Contra Fatum. 10, | 
Traftatus de communibus notionibus | In laudem SS. XL. Martyrum, Ora- 
adv. Gracos, tiones ITT, 
De Anima, In funere Pulcherie Oratio conſolt- 
Epiſtola Canonica ad S. Letoinm. | toria, 


In eos qui difſerunt baptiſma. | De Placilla Anguſia, Oratio funt- 


De fugienda fornicatione in 1 Cor.) bris. 

6. 18. Vita S. Gregorii Thaumatures. 
In mulierem peccatricem, & eos qui | De laudibusS.viri ac Martyris Theo- 
. durias alios judicaxt, doxs. 
De pauperibus amanda. De magno Meletio Oratio fune- 
In Pentecoftem, Oratio, Lat- | bris 


Contra Eunomium Libri XIIT. Encomian S. Patris Ephraim Sy- 
Tres Deos dici non afjortere. 


ri. | 
De fide ad ſimplitiem Tribunum, » Non & ſe e dolendum ob eorum obit um 


Catechetica Magna, Oratio. | qui in fide &C. 
De Virginitate vers & incorrap- | Epiſtola ad Flavianum. 

ta, Oratio de iis qui adeunt Hieroſoly- 
Contra Manisheos Syllogiſmi X. mam. 


G Epiſtols 
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Epi ole ad Euſftathiam, Ambroſe- 
= & Baſiliſſam, # 

Vite S. Macrine, ſororis. 

In principium jejuniorum, Oratio. 


Suppoſititious. 
Is bominis creationew Orationes I]. | 


De Trinitate adverſis TJude0s ex 
V. T. Teſtimonia, Lat; 

De differentia ſubſt antie & hypofta. 
ſecs ad Petrum fratrem, 

De Philoſophia Libri VIII, \ ſamt 
Nemeſii.] 
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Relating to the affairs of the 


CHURCH 


IN THE 


= 


R..... dl | Confals, = ZE —— Ars 
Diocl. a p Conſtantius Chlorus Cz- | 
Sept. 17. $ a ſar III. : Peter made Biſhop of Alexan- 
Galerius Armentarius C#- | dria »po## he death of Theonas. 
17| far IL | | RES 
© 17 | Poſthumius TitianusIl, | Diocletian triumphs at Rom 
| for his vittory over the Perſians. 
| TheChriſtians at Rome ſevere 
18 | Fl. Popilius Nepotianus. | {y #reated, . ; 
+ x8 | Conftantius Chlorus Cz- | Diocletian returns to Nico: 
far IV. media, end conſults with Ga- 
 lerius about perſecuting the Chri- 
19 | Galerius Czfar IV. | foians, 
19  Diocletianus Imp. VIII The Dioeletian perſecution ſe 
| |] on foot at Nicomedaa, Febr. 2 5d, 
20 | Maximianus Herculius | and ſoon aftet in all other plas 


| Avg. VIL 


CEF, 


50 
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Ann. 


Roman. 
Emperours. 


———_—_— 


20 


Conſtant. 
& pt : 


I 


2 


2 
3 


*Conſtan.M. 
Im. aTul.25. 
I 


I 


Romulus IL. 


Conſuls, 


Diocletianus IX, 


Maximian. Herculius VIII. 


Conſtantius Imp. V. 


Galerius Maximianus Ar- 
ment. Aug. V. 


Conſtantius Imp. VI. 


Imp. Galerius VI. 


Conſtantinus M. Aug. 


Maximianus HerculiusIX. 


Maximianus Herculius X.. 


Galerius Maximianus VII. 


— 


Cos. incerti. 
aliis 


Maxentius II. 


Eccleſiaſtical Afairs. 


The Per ſecution carried on with 
great ſeverity in the Fall, 


Diocletian and Herculius Max- 
imian lay down the Empire. Ga- 
lerius ſucceeds in the Eaſt, and 
continues the Perſecution. 


——  — 


Conſtantine the Great ſucceed. 
his Father Conſtantius iz 7 
Empire ; and Maxentius ſets # 


for himſelf” at Rome. 


—— 


Licinius created Czlar by Gad 
lerius the Emperonr. 


A Convention of 270 ſchiſ- 
matical Biſhops and Traditores in 
Afric. vid. Aug. Epiſt. 48.ad Vin- 
cept. 

The Martyrdome of Pamphilus,] 
Euſebius his dear friend. 

A whole City in Phrygia ſuffers 
Martyrdome. 


Cofs. incerti. - 
aliis 
Maxentius III. Solus. A 
Galerius MaximianusVIIL. 
Licinius Auguſtus. 
altiis 


Rufinus & Euſebius. 


About the end of this, or the 
beginning of the following year, the 
Perſecution ceaſed in —— 
the Eaſtern Parts. 


Peter Biſhop of Alexandria ſuf- 
fers Martyrdom Novemb. 24, or 
as others, 26. 

Lucian ſuffers at Nicomedia. | 


Imp. Conſtantinus II. 


Imp. Licinius II. 


Imp. Conſtantinus II. 


ſtantine i» favour of the Church , 


Licinius Aug. 3. 


—_—_— 


Conſtantine beholds the viſion) 
of the Croſs, and overcomes Max- 
entius, | 

Towards the end of the year the 
Perſecution ceaſes. 


Several Laws publiſht by Con- 


Clergy, and Chriſtians. 
Maximinus his laſt Edit in their 
behalf. 


* Tho there be, that place the death of Conftantivs, and Conſtantines Succeſſion, Ay. 305, yet 
we haye choſen to follow the general computation , as built upon firmer and more certain 


grounds. 


— 


Y 


Lan 


—_ 
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Roman 
Emperours. 


8 


Conſuls. 


Ceionius R. Voluſianus. 


Annianus. 


Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs; 


A Synod holden at Arles about the 
cauſe of Czcilian aud Donatus. 
The Councils of Ancyra and 
Neoczſarea holden this, or as 0- 
thers think the year following. 


Conſtantinus M. IV. 


Licinius Aug. IV. 


Several Privileages and Immu- 
nities conferr'd by Conſtantine «p- 
on the Church. 

About this time Arius began 
more openly to broach his hereſy. 


Ruf. Ceionius Sabinus. 


Rufinus. Proculus:- 


| 


Licinius rexews the Perſecution 
againſt the Chriſtians. 

Diocletian ayes at Salona, De- 
cember 34. 


Ovinius Gallicanus. 


Septimius Baſſus. 


Criſpus a#4 Conſtantine ju 
nior created ©xflars. 

Peace made between Conſtan- 
tine ad Licinius. | 


—_—_ 


Imp. Licinius V. 


Criſpus Cafar. 


Arius quits Alexandria , and 
flies into Paleſtine, where he court 
the Biſhops to eſpouſe his cauſe, 


Conſtantinus M. V. 


Licinius ju». Czſar. 


Private Auguries and divina- 
tions forbidden. 

The Chriſtian Clergy exempte 
from publie Offices. 


Conſtantinus M. VL. 


Conſtantinus ju. Cxſar. 


Great Reformation of manners 
made at Rome, as appears by ſeve- 
ral Laws in the TheodofianCode. 


Criſpus Czfar II. 


Conſtantinus juz. II. 


A Law publi(ſht for the obſervation 
of the we-wh 4 

Several others in favour of the 
Church, and againſt Pagan ſuper- 
ſtitions. 


Petronius Probianus. 


Anicius Julianus. 
Acilius Severus. 


Junius Rufinus. 


A famine raging in Aﬀtic ; a Re- 
ſcript is ſent to relieve the Poor 
ont of the publick Exchequer. 


Licinius fizally routed by Con-! 
ſtantine, whoſe Laws and Edit, 
he abrogated part this year, and part 


the next. 
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Roman | Cenſuls. | Feclefiaſtical Aﬀairs. 


Emperours. $ 
"4 BO Hoſius Biſhop of Corduba di/ 

Criſpus Czlar Il. patcht by Colonies with Let- 
ters to Alexandria, to compoſe the 
coxtroverſie between Alexander 
and Arius ; but in vain. 


Paulinus. The firſt general Council Aſſems- 
bled at Nice, wherein Arius 


his Principles are confuted and 
Julianus. demn'd. 


POWs * 
Conſtantinus M. VII, of wo 45 way yes to the See 


Command given by Conſtantine 


: for the erefting 4 ſtately Charch at 
Conſtantius Czſar. Jeruſalem. poSeny 
The death of the pious Helena 
mother to the Emperor Confſtan- 
tine. 
Chriſtianity propagated in the 
| Barbarous Countries, 


Conſtantinus jon. Il. 


Fl. Valerius Conſtantinus. 


Maximus. 


Januarius. | Euſebius and Theognis retur 
' | frombaniſhment (as Arius had do 

not long _ upon 4 pretende 

Juſtus. compliance with the Nicene faith, 
Conſtantinus M. VIIL The Arians aud Veletians joint- 
| by accuſe Athanaſius to the Em 
| peronr , who diſcovers their mas 


Conſtantinus Czlar IV. | /ce. 
Gallicanus. | Conſtantinople, begun two - 


| ince, finiſht, and ſolemnly dedic 
Symmachus. 190 May the 11th, 4 | 
Annius Baſſus. Macarius Biſbop of Jeruſal 

| ; ayes aboxt this time, Maximus ſem 
Ablavius Egyptius.  ceeds. | 
Pacatianus. | Athanaſius commanded to clear 
\ himſelf of the death of Arſenius, 
Hilarianus, |  enquires out the man. 


—— 


Dalmatius. Heathen ſaperſtitions abaliſht 
their Tapll; Lenolifbs, or P #, 

| and the rents and revenues belong- 

| Xenophilus, ing to them taken away. 


* Athanaſina at the time of his adyancement to that See, was probably in the 28th year cur- 
P of his Age. See his Life, Set. 1. Num. T1. | 


— 


XUM 
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53 


| 334 


337 


R....- Conſuls. Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs; 
| +44 W A Law to free Widows, Or 
28 | Optatus. hans, the Poor and Infirm, fro 
being compelPd to follow the Conrt 
in faire at Law, 
29 | Paulinus, A Synod at Czlarea, whereat| 
Athanaſius refuſes to appear. 
| 4 Synod holden by the Arians 
29 | Conſtantius, at Tyre in Auguſt and Septem-| 
| ber, where they try, condemn and 
| depoſe Athanaſius. 
30 Albinus. The great Church at Jeruſalem! 
d-dicated, 
30 | Nepotianus. The Arians at Conſtantinople 
| charge Athanaſius afreſh ; he #5, 
baniſht by the Emperour to Triers, 
31 | Facundus. The Death of Arius. 
7 J1 Felicianus. Conſtantine the Great dyes 
Conſtay. cum May the 220d. [ 
fratribus. 4 * Athanaſius releasd from ba- 
| Mail. 22. niſpment by the younger Conſtan= 
I | Titianus. tine, 
1 | Urſus. | Nilibis miraculouſly defended a- 
| gainſt the: ſiege of the King of Per- 
| ſta by the prayers of James Biſhop 
2 | Polemius. of that place. 
2 | Conſtantius Aug. II. | The Arians by Letters accuſe 
Athanaſius to the three Brother- 
} | Conſtans Aug. Emperours. 1 
Acyndinus. The younger Conſtantine: lain 
Occiſus at Aquileia about the beginning 
Conf.jun. $4 Proculus. of April 
TR Er The Synod at Antioch (calld 
| "< Marcellinus. Syacdes in Encznus ) Cooſe 
{ Athanaſius, ad ordains Gregory 
; the Cappadocian iz his room, 
5 | Probinus. Athanaſius flies ro Rome. 
5 | Conſtantius Aug. III. Athanaſius acquitted in a Sy- 
nod at Rome. | 
| A tumnalt at Conſtantinople a-| 
6 | Conſtans Aug, Il. bout Paulus their Biſhop. 


— 


* This was done, as appears from that Emperours Letter, 7wne the 17th of that year, 
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Roman 
- | Emperours. 


Conſuls. 


| Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs. 


Placidus. 


Romulus. 


The death of Paul the aged Her- 
mir. 

Some immunities granted by, , 
Conſtantius to the Clergy. 


T3 
Conſtans 0c- 
ciſus inGallia 
14 


—— 


14 


15 


Leontius. 


Salluſtius. 


The perſecution again the C hri- 

ſtians in Perſia begun the foregoing| 
year, carried on with great ſeve. 
rity. 


Amantius. 


Albinus. 


A ſecond Synod holden at An- 
tioch, wherein the large confeſſion 
of faith is drawn up, and ſent into 
the Welt. 


Poſt, C. Amantii & Alb. 


alits 


Conſtantius IV. 


| Conſtans II. 


A Synod aſſembled at Milan, 
which rejetts the Meſſage and Con- 
feſſon of the Eaſtern Biſhops. 


Rufinus. 


Euſebius. 


The Synod at Sardica , where 
the Eaſtern Biſhops refuſe to joys, 
with them of the Weſt, notwith- 
ſtanding which, Athanaſius 5 
| heard, abſoltd, and reſtor'd. 


Philippus. 


Salias. 


This year dies Gregory Biſhop 
of Alexandria, ten months after, 
the Sardican Council. | 


Ulpius Limenius. 


Aco Catullinus. 


Serglus. 


Nigrinianus. 


In a Synod at Sirmium, Photi- 
nus « depos*d, but retain*d by the 
People. | 

thanafius being recald, ir: his 
returns waits upos Conſtantius at 
Antioch. 


The good Emperour Conſtan 

treacherouſly ſlain by Magneatinel 
Athanaſius # received with jon 

at Alexandria. 


Poſt C. Serg. 8& Nigr. 


ar 
Magnentius Imp. 
Gaila. 


A Croſs appears 13 the Hea- 
ven over Jeruſalem «a+ Whitſun- 
tide. 


A Syncd holden at Sirmium a« 
eccinf Photinus. 


ll 


_ ns; | Conſuls. Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs. 

_ * | Conſtantius's ſevere proceedings 

15; Conſtantius Aug. V. againſt the Jews in Paleſtine for 

b | their rebellion. | 

33 38! The death of Pope Julius April] | 

16 Conſtantius Gallus Czfar. _ Liberius ſuccteds May the 

| FR, 

\ - og , _ | Athanaſius condemned 6 the A- 

16 | Conſtantius Aug. VI. rians iz 4 Synod at Atles : the, 

3531 | Rs own Legats drawn into the) 

confederacy. Paulinus of Friers 

| 17 | Conſtant. Gallus II. baniſht for his refuſal. f 

| 17 | Conſtantius Aug. VII. Gallus put ro death. Julian 
254 | | comes to Athens, and there con 

verſes with Baſil and Nazian-| 

18 | Conſt. Gallus III. Zen. -*Þ 

"IN ff . * A Council aſſembled by Con- 
18 | Arbetio. {tantius at Milan, wherein Atha- 

355, naſius is depos'd, aud. ſeyerat-C% | 

| \ ©) 19 , Mavortius Lollianus. pemmans x baniſos fo n 4 fob: 
. . George the Ca paddihan in 4 
_ 19 | Conftantius Aug, VIII | = extiow ar Antioch} made 
356 | | | [hop :of. Alexandria”: the cruel pro- 

| ceedings there at his arrival. Þ... 

# oy 7; Czar. Athanaſius his flight thence. | 
mn 20 Conſtantius Aug. IX... * An Arian Synod holden at Sir- 
2. P kD : mium, which draws up a Confeſſion 
397 WY”? of faith.” {Hoſius compelled to [ub- 

21 | Julianus Czfar IT. ſcribe it. ren] 

LT” Cor EO EI od 1 1:5, "IT "i T, WIE 
__ _ _ "__ A new confeſſion compos'd | in a-| 
oy > OH T. Fab, -Datianus. nother Synod at Sirmium , which) 

288 MB Pope Liberius ſubſcribing, is re-| 

iy Cereal; teas d from baniſhment, and reſtor”d, 
22 | Neratius Cereals. ia | 

o SS Las * Another confeſſion drawn up at 

hi 22 | Euſebius; Srmium Maly 22, with. the dud 
"| | | of the Conluls affix to zt. | 

| 3599 | | A Conneſ! at Ariminum 6y by 
179] | 23 kara: | | Weſtern Biſbops , another 'at th 
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| ſame time at Seleucia for the Eaft. 


* Ar, or about the time of this Synod, Pope Lzberius was baniſht by the Emperour into Thrace: 
* Tho Yalefi:zs and ſome others make but four Synods holden at Sirmium under Conſtantius, viz. 
Ann. 349, 351, 357, 358. (wd. Valeſ. Annot. in Sozom. p. 125.) yet very evident it is, that 
there was one more there this year, as is plain from the Confeſſion there drawn up with the date 
of the Conſuls affixt to it. 


———————_ 


—_— 


H 


A Chrmological Tatle, © 


_— — 


Ernperours. 
23 


24 
24 
25 
Tulianus 3 
Novemb.3. 

I 


PE commons 


Jovienus 1 
27 Junui. 


Valentinian. 
( cum Val.) 
a Febr. 25. 


2 


| 


T | 


C onſuls. 


Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs. 


Julianus Czſar 111. 


Conſtantius Aug. X. 


A Synodal convention of Arian 
at Conſtantinople Januar, 27th 
whereis the ſeveral parties fall out 
The Ariminum confeſſion ratified. 


| 


| 


} 
- 
} 


Taurus. 


Florentius. 


—— 


Conftantius dies at Moplſu. 
cren##s Cilicia, Oltob. the 5h 
4s ſome will; but as moſs others | 
Novemb. #he 34. 
Julian begins openly to d:lavre for 


Paganiſm. 


a —_ 
© —— dt 


Mamertinus. 


Nevita. 


' | lexandria. 


Several methods ſet on foot by 
Julian zo extirpate Chriſt tanity. 
He winters at Antioch. 

Athanaſius forct to fly from A- 


Julianus Aug, IV. 


x | Sec. Saluſtius Promotus. 


Julian flair i» the battel wit 
the Perfiatis. 

Jovian ſucceeds, and favour 
Athanaſius, 4nd the Catholic fide 


Jovianus Aug. 


Varronianus ejus F. 


Valens the Eaftern 4 LE 
begins to take part with the Arians 
againſt the Catholicks, | 


Valentinianus 


Valens. 


Augg. 


Diglaiphus. 


 Gratianus Nobilif, 


A Synod holden «t Lampſacus 
the Macedonian end Semiari 


arty, who confirm the old Antioc 
onfiftas of faith. 


C 


_ 


Valens ſbuts up the Churches be- 
| lowging to the Novatians, ax for 
ces the Semiarians. #0 ſubſcribe 


the Arian confeſſion. 


CES ONS 


Euftathius,Sylvanus aud Theo- 
philus «ppornred Legates by the Sy 
nod at Lampſacus, about this ti 
take their journey, and impoſe 4 


-o8 PopeDamaſus and the Weſter 
Biſhops. 
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Ann, | Roman. 

Chr. | Emperours. 
368 | 5 
369 6 
$70 7 
371 8 
$72 & 
373 10 
314 II 
12 

375 | ObitVatenti- 

nianns Ang. 

376 13 


| Valentinianus Nobiliſl, 


| Conſuls, 


_ 


Valentinianus Aug, Il, 


Valens Aug. II. 


Sex. Aurelius Victor. 
Valentinianus Aug, III. 


Valens Aug, 1Il. 


ne — 


Gratianus Aug. Il. 


Sex. Anicius Probus. 


————— 


Modeſtus. 


Arintheus. 


Valentinianus Aug. IV. 


| 


Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 

The Macedonian Legatcs re- 
turning are received and reſtor'd 
by 4 Synod at Tyana. 
Baſil returns from his ſolitul. s, 
and i att ive at Cxlarea. 


A 


S, Hilary goes to Milan to 4 
fure Auxentius the Arian Biſhop, 
returns home, and dies. 


The Catholicks ſe verel. rſecu 
ted by Valens. "_ 


Baſil »wade Biſbop of Czlarea 
in Cappadocia. 


S. Jerom arrives in the Eaſt,cn4 
places himſelf in the deſerts of Sy 
ria, 


Nazianzen about this time 
made Biſhop of Salima, 


The death of $. Athanaſius. He 

i ſucceeded by Peter. Lucius made 

Biſhop by the Arians. A grievous 

_ thereupon at Alexan- 
ria. 


The Apollinarian hereſy COR 
demn'd by Damaſus in 4 Synod at 


Rome, | 
Valens Aug. IV. S. Auſtin falls into Manichziſm.| 
Gratianus Aug. III. S. Chryſoſtom retires into the 
Monaſteries ear Antioch. 
S. Ambroſe made Biſhop of Mi- 
FI. Equitius. lan Decemb. 7. 


Poſt c. Gratiani III. & E- 
quitil. 


S. Ambroſe ſtudies Theolog 'y 122- 
der Simplician. 

The aeath of Photinus the He- 
reſiarch, 


Valens Aug. V. 


Valentinianus juz. Aug. 


The Gentiles greatly reſtrain? 
at Rome. 

Gratian forbids the Conventicles 
of Hereticks, and makes the pla- 


ces forfeitable to the Exchequer. 


58 


A Chronologucal Table 


Ann. 
Chr. 


Roman 
Emperours. 


——————— 


14 


I5 


WValens occt- 


ſus. 


mr rr — o—_—— — 


T heodoſins 2 
Januar. 16. 
I 


Conſuls, 


— 


Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs. 


Gratianus Aug. IV. 


Fl. Merobaudes. 


Valens afflited by the invaſio 
of the Goths, recalls the Catholik 
from baniſhment. 

Symmachus at Rome appears 5 
favour of the Gentile-rites. 


Valens Aug, VI. 


Valentinianus juz. Aug.lII. 


S. Baſil dies ; and not long ry 
ter him, Ephraim Deacon of E- 
deſla, 


A Synod at Antioch for compo- 
ſing the diſtraftions of the —_— 


Church. 


Auſonius Poeta. 


Hermogen. Olybrius. 


Gratianus Aug V. 


Imp. Theodoſius. 


Greg. Nazianzen comes to Con: 
ſtantinople and ſettles there. Je- 
rom comes thither and ſtudies ax- 
der him. 


Theodoſius baptiz'd at Theſla- 
lonica, He ftrenuouſly promotes 
and patronizes the Catholick faith. 

hryſoſtom #zade Deacon 
Antioch, 4 


_—_— 


Syagrius. 


Eucherius, 


The fecond general Council, h 
den | at Conſtantinople, begun 7 
May, 4nd diſſolved in July. 

Nazianzen reſigns the See of C. 
P. and retires, 


—_ 


Antonius, 


Afranius Syagrius. 


Merobaudes IL 


Saturninus. 


A Synod aſſembled at Rome 4- 
bout the See of Antioch, at whic 
were preſent Paulinus aud Epipha 
nius, 

Some part of the general Counct 
reaſſembled at Conllantioople. 


S. Auſtin teaches Rhetoric at 
Rome. 

Another Synod holden at Con- 
ſtantinople' againff Hereticks. 


Ricimer, 


Clearchus. 


S. Auſtin ſent to be Profeſſor 
Milan. 
Symmachus preſents his addreſs 
in behalf of the Altar of vittory 
but is oppo#d by $. Ambroſe. 


WR 


AC bronological Table. 


59 


ro 


3 


Conſuls. 


Arcadius Aug. 


Bauto. 


Honorius Nobiliſl. 


FI. Euodius, 


Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs. 


Siriclus wade Biſhop of Rome, 
January 1 2th. 

S. Auſtin converted at Milan. 

$, Chryſoſtom made Prieſt at 
Antioch. 


The death of Cyril Biſhop of 
Jeruſalem. 

S. Terom ?ravels to Alexandria, 
and hears Didymus. 


Imp. Valentinianus III 


Eutropius. 


Imp. Theodoſius II. 


Cynegius. 


S. Ambroſe ſent upon an Em- 
baſſy to Maximus. 

The tumult at Antioch againſt 
the Imperial Statues, which others 
refer to the next year. 


The death of Cynegius the 
Prefett,the great {*ppreſſor of Pa- 
ganiſm in th Eaſt. 

S. Auſtin « baptized at Milan 
by S. Ambroſe. 


Timaſius. 


Promotus. 


Jovinian condemn'd by Pope Sis 
ricius, and the next year by a Syro 
at Milan. 

The death of S. Gregory Nazi- 
anzen. 


Neoterius. 


Imp. Valentinianus .- | 


The ſedition at Theſlalonica «- 
gainſt the Emperors Officer. The 
miſerable ſlaughter of Citizens 
there by the Emperors command. 


L. Aur. Avianus Symma- 
chus. 
T. Fabius Titianus. 


Laws made againſt Pagan Sacr ts 
fices. 


S. Auſtin ordain'd Presbytey at 
Hippo. 


Arcadius Aug. IL 


FI. Rufinus. 


S. Jerom finiſbt his Catalogue o 
Bok vr "x 

Epiphanius wrzzes to Johrt 0 
Jeruſalem about the quarrel be. 
tween them : and ſoon after Jerom 


| writes to Pammachius adv, erro- 
| res Joan. Hieroſolym. 


—— 
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Ann. 
Chr. 


Roman 
Emperours. 


14 


15 


Valens occi- 


ſus. 


— 


T heodoſins 7 
Januar. 16. 
I 


Conſuls. 


Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs. 


Gratianus Aug. IV. 


Fl. Merobaudes. 


Valens afflited by the inwaſio 
of the Goths, recalls the Catholik 
from baniſhment. 

Symmachus at Rome appears 4 
favour of the Gentile-rites. 


Valens Aug. VI. 


Valentinianus j##. Aug, II. 


S. Baſil dies ; and not long rh 
ter him, Ephraim Deacon of 
dela. 

A Synod at Antioch for compo- 
ſing the diſtrattions of the —_—_ 


Church. 


Auſonius Poeta. 


Hermogen. 


Olybrius. 


Gratianus Aug V. 


Imp. Theodoſius, 


Greg. Nazianzen comes to Con: 
ſtantinople and ſettles there. Je- 
rom comes thither and ſtudies ax- 
der him. 


Theodoſius baptiz?d at Theſla- 
lonica. He ffrenuouſly promotes 
and patronizes the Catholick faith. 

hryſoſtom made Deacon 
Antioch, 4 


—_—_—— 


Syagrius. 


Eucher1us, 


| May, 4nd diſſolved in July. 


The fecond general Council, h 
den at Conſtantinople, begun # 


Nazianzen reſigns the See of C.| 


P. and retires. 


Antonius, 


Afranius Syagrius. 


Merobaudes IL 


Saturninus. 


A Synod aſſembled at Rome a- 
bout the See of Antioch, at whic 
were preſent Paulinus aud Epipha 
nius, 

Some part of the _ Connct 
reaſſembled at Conſtantinople. 


S. Auſtin teaches Rhetoric at 
Rome. 

Another Synod holden at Con- 
ſtantinople againff Hereticks. 


Ricimer, 


Clearchus. 


S. Auſtin ſext to be Profeſſor 
Milan. 
Symmachus preſents his adareſ; 
in behalf of the Altar of wittory 
but is oppos*d by $. Ambroſe. 


3 _— _—___ 
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| Conſuls. 


Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs. 


 Arcadius Aug. 


Bauto. 


Honorius Nobiliſl. 


FI. Euodius; 


Jeruſalem. 


Siricius made Biſhop of Rome, 
January 1 2th, 

S. Auſtin converted at Milan. 

S, Chryſoſtom made Prieſt at 
Antioch. 


The death of Cyril Biſhop of 


S. Terom travels to Alexandria,| 
and hears Didymus. 
| 


Imp. Valentinianus I. 


Eutropius. 


Imp. Theodoſius IT. 


Cynegius. 


| 388 Io ganiſm in the Ealt. 


S. Ambroſe ſert «porn an Em- 
baſſy to Maximus. 

The tumult at Antioch againſt 
the Imperial Statues, which others 
refer to the next year, 


| The death of Cynegius the 
Prefett,the great ſuppreſſor of Pa- 


S. Auſtin « baptized at Milan 
by S. Ambroſe. 


Timaſius. 


Promotus. 


Jovinian condewn'd by Pope Sis 
ricius, and the next year by a Syro 
at Milan. 

The death of S. Gregory Nazi- 


anzen. 


Imp. Valentinianus IV. ns. 


Neoterius. 


The ſedition at Theſſalonica «- 
gainſt the Emperors Officer. The 
miſerable ſlaughter of Citizens 
there by the Emperors command. 


L. Aur. Avianus Symmas= 
391 13] chus. 
T. Fabius Titianus. 


Laws made againſt Pagan Sacr tn 
fices. 


S. Auſtin ordain'd Presbytey at 
Hippo. 


—— 7 TC ———C——— RO — 


Arcadius Aug. II. 


FI. Rufinus. 


S. Jerom finiſht his Catalogue o 
Becket Writers. ” 

—_— writes to John 0 
Jeruſalem about the quarrel be. 
tween them: and ſoon after Jerom 
writes to Pammachius adv. erro- 
res Joan. Hieroſolym, | 


— — 
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_ 4 Roman 
r, 
Chr. LS : "_ = | Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 
Theod A Synod at Hippo for the refor- 
"- ofius Aug. III. ow el WE ops for the refor- 
) can Churches 4+ aiophante <4 
Ab ; 3 
Pl [eats ſang en ee 
| Arcadius Au | | A conventi ) D 
g. Ill. nvention of 31 
394 16 Biſpops at Ba _þ- Numidia 7 
| allay the ſchiſmriſen amon he 7 
MY Honorius Aug. II. ; A Synod at arc = 
Arcadins in OE cn = B-ſhoprick of Boſtra. 
Oriente, | Sex. Anici | Wt 1 
395 Honorius in k Anichus Ofybrins | ST __ I 0rdain'd Bi(bop, ad 
cn a | yg Iutor with Valerius at 
anuar. I7. | SEX, Anicius Probinus Severe Lavs 
d made aoai 
+" I = thens and Heretics. againſt T 
; Arcadius Aug, IV. oe Ambeolshy Letter inſtruits 
wll i ne eo 
: he Chriſtian faith. y 
Honorius Aug, III. S. Jerom wrztes ou itaphi 
Far or Epitaphium 
a © - | Nepotiani zo Heliodorus, | 
| Fl. Czſarius The third Council 
b 2 * 
397 2 : = Ambroſe dies April rhe ©, 
Noni , tt being then the paſſion-week, 
| onius Atticus, | Cc oe of NeQtarius Biſhop 
_ | I —— F of Conſtant! 
:98 Imp. Honors IV. Chryſoſt —_ - 
4 of © , oſtom conſecrated Biſho 
bh Eutychianus | onſtantinople, Februar C 
in T he fourth Council of Crckions 
Manilius Theadorus. | Chryloſtom reforms his 5 
299 6 oppoſes Gainas , Synoaicall 4 
| MINES the cauſe of Ant 4 
Eutropius, | ſbop of Eph _- 
[_— | ———— 4 Ala , o_ and goes into 
. OS mid-nixter, 
F | FI. Stilicho. In « Synod of 70 Bilbops a1 
| py F pheſus, Chryſoſtom $7 He us 
clides in that See, and depoſe era- 
Aurelianus. _ Biſhops. abba 
he Origeniſt-Monks come to 


Conſtantinople. 


— — 


— 
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- | 


Confwls. 


Eccleſiaftical Affairs. 


403 2 


404 10 


US, 


_—_— Vincentius Cel- 


FI. Fravita. 


The Monks reinforce their com- 
laints againſt Theophilus of A- 
exandria. | 

Two Councils at Carthage, 03 


zeral, Septemb. 1 3, 


Arcadius 


Augg. V. 


Honorius. 


Epiphanius comes 50 Conſtan- 


Provincial, May 27, the other ge-| 


tinople zo proſecute. che Origeniſt- 
Monks , refuſes communion with 
Chryſoſtom , returns back , an 
dies in the paſſage. 


_ 


| Theodofins juz. Aug. 


Rumoridus, 


ſtantinople. He condemns an 
depoſes Chryloſtom in the Sy 
at the Oak; who #« baniſht , bu 
ſoon, after recall d, and acquitte 
in another Synod. 


Imp. Honorius VT. 


Ariſtinetus, 


Chryſoſtom again condemn” 
and by order from the Emperor ba- 
niſht to Cucuſus i» Armenia,whi- 
ther he arriv'd after 70 days jour. 


eye 
Arlacius made Biſhop of Con- 
ſtantinople, June 287+. 1” 


II 


FI. Stilicho IL 


Anthemius. 


Chryſoſtom after 4 years ſta 
at Cucuſus, & remev'd ic Ara 
biſſus, | 

Arſacius dies Novemb. 117 


| after he had ſat ſomewhat mor 


thaw one year and four months. 


C— 


Imp. Arcadius VI. 
Sex. Anicius PetroniusPro- 


bus. 


—_— 


After four months vacancy, At- 
ticus « Monk i promoted to t 
See of Conſtantinople. 


Imp. Honorws VII. 


Theodofius jux. Aug, Il. 


Chryſoſtom ordered 70 be rea 
mov?d to Pityus « Town inPontus 
but dies by the way at Comana 
Pontica, Septemb. 14th, and i 
baried there in the Tomb of S. Ba- 


filiſcus che Martyr. 


_ 


—  *< 


We have carried this Chronological Table ſeven years into the following Seculwn, to com: 
ply with the ſtory of S. Chryſoſtow, whoſe death happen'd not till Anno 407. 


Theophilus /ammorn'd io Con- 


FOLTO. 
Peed's Maps and Geography of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, and of Foreign Parts. | 
Dr. Cave's Lives of the Primitive Fathers, in 2. Vol. 
Dr. Cary's Jon aye, wg Account of Ancient Time. 
Wanley's Wonders of the little World, or Hiſt. of Man. 
Sir Tho. Herbert's Travels into Perſia, 8c. 
Holyoak's large Dictionary, Latine and Engliſh. 
Sir Rich. Baker's Chronicle of E ngland. k 
Wilſon's Compleat Chriſtian Dictionary. 
B. Wilkin's real Character, or Philoſophical Language. 
Pharmacopeia Regalis Coltegii Medicorum Londinenſss, 
Judge fones's Reports in Common Lay. 
Cave Tabule Eccleſiaſticorum Scriptarum. 
Hebbs's Leviathan. 
Lord Bacor's Advancement of Learning. 
Sir will. Dy Baronage of Eng/and in two Vol. 
Hoeoker's Eccleliaſtical Polity. 
Winch's Book of Entries. 
Iſaac Ambroſe's Works. 
Gwillim's Diſplay of Heraldry with large additions. 
Dr.Bwrnet's Hiſtory of the Reformation of the Church 
of England, in 2. Vol. 
—— Account of the Confeſſions and Prayers of the 
Murtherers of Eſquire 74m. 
Bwarlace's Hiſtory of the 1; Rebellion. 
Herodoti Hiſtoria Gr, Lat. cum variis Lett. 
Ruſhworth's Hiſtorical Collections the 24. Part in 2. vol. 
— Large account of the Tryal of the Earl of Srraffora, 
withall the circumſtancesrelating thereunto. 
Biſhop S-nderſon's Sermons, with his Life. 
Fowliss Hiſtory of Romiſh Confpir. Trea(.8&Uſurpat. 
Dalton's Office of Sheriffs with Additions. 
— — Office of a Juſtice of Peace with additions. 
Keeble's Colleftion of Statutes. 
Lord Cook's Repotts in Engliſh. 
Sir Walter Raleigh's Hiſtory of the World. 
Edmunds on Ceſars Commentaries. 
ry Davis's Reports. 
Judge Yelverton's Reports. | 
The Laws of this Realm concerning Jeſuites, Semina- 
ry Prieſts, Recuſants, the Oaths of Supremacy 
and Allegiance explained by divers Judgments, and 
reſolutions of the rg with other Obſervations 
thereupon, by Wil. Cawley Elqs. 
William's impartial conſideration of the Speeches of the 
five Jeſuits executed for Treaſon. 1680. 
Zoſephws's Antiquities and Wars of the Jews with Fig, 


2UART 0. 
D#: Littleton's Dictionary, Latine and Enghe, 
Biſhop Nicho/ſaz on the Church Catechi 
The Compleat Clerk : Precedents ofall ſorts. 
Hiſtory of the late Wars of New-England, 
Dr. Ontram de _— [HEM 
Biſhop Taylor's Diſlwaſive from Popery. 
Spanhemii Dubia Evangelica, 2 Vol. 
Dr. Gihbs's Sermons. 
Parkeri Diſputationes de Deo, 
Hiſtory ofthe future ſtate of Ewrope. ME >, 
Dr. Fowler's Defence of the Delign of Chriſtianity, 
againſt fohn Bunnyan, - 
Dr. Sherleck's Viſitation-Sermon at Yarrington, 
Dr. Weſt's Afſize Sermon at Dorchefter 1671. 7 
Lord Hottss's Relation of the Ulnjuſt Accuſation of cer- 
rain French Gentlemen charged with aRobbery 1871: 


Books Printed fs, and Sold by Richard Chiſ wt” 
| 


4 


The Magiſtrates Authority aflerted, in a' Sernion, 


%—4/ 8 - me ab * Yay 
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By /ames Paſton, | 
Cole's Latine and Engliſh Diftionary. 
Mr. Zames Brome's two Faſt-Sermons. * ; 
Dr. 7ane's Faſt-Sermon befofe the Commons. 167g, 
Mr. Zob» 7ames's ViſitationSermon April. g. 1671. 
Mr. John Cave's Faſt-Sermon on 30. of far. 1679. 
-— Afſize Sermon at Leiceſter 7uly 31; 1679. 
Dr. Parker's Demonſtration of the Divine Au 10F 
of the Law of Nature and the Chriſtian Religios 
My. #iliam's Sermon before the Lord Mayor 167g 
—— Hiſtory of thePowderTreaſon witha vindicat 
of the-proceedings relating thereunto , ' from 
Exceptions made againſt it by the Carholick 4 
giſt and others; and a Parallel betwixt that anc 
preſent Popiſh Plot. : - 
Speculum Baxterianum, Or Baxter 4 Baxter. 
Mr. Hook's new Philoſophical Collections. | 
Dr. Burnet's Relation of the Maſlacre of the Prg 
ſtants in France. 
— Converſion and Perſecutions of Eve Cohan a Je 
eſs of Quality lately Bapti iſtian. 
—Letter written upon Diſcov.of the late PopiſhP! 
—— Impiety of Popery being a ſecond Letter writ 
on the {ame occat1on. 
—— Sermon before the Lord Mayor upon the Faſt 
the Fire, 1680, | | 
—— Faſt Serm. before the Houſe of Com.Dec.z2. 
—— Sermon on the 30. of Jamary 1681, | 
—— Sermon at the Election of the L. Mayor. 168 
- — Sermon atthe Funeral of Mr. Howblon, 1682, 
—— Anfwer to the Animadverſtons on his-Hiſtory 
the Rights of Princes, 1682. Rt 
Deeree made at Rome 1679. condemning '{c 
inions of the Jeſuites and other Caſuiſts. 
by Dr. B»rnet, with a Preface. 
er giving a Relation of the preſent ſtare 
the difference berweenthe French K. and the Ct 
of Rome, £ 
Bibliotheca Norfoltiana, ſive Catalogs Libr.” 7M, 
& 1 


li 


mpref]. in omni Arte & Lingua, quos Hen,” Dux | 
folcie Regia Secietati Londinenſs pro [cientia naturali 
movenda donavit, 


+ 


OCT APY 0. 
OO — Rationale upon the Eng; Service. 
Biſhop #i/kin's Natural Religion. 
Haracaftle's Chriſtian Geography and Arithmetick; 
Dr. A/hton's Apology for the Honours and Reves 
of the Clergy: | 
Lord Helss Vindication of the Judicature of 
Houſe of Peers in the caſe of Skinner. 


—- Juriſdiction of the H. of Peers incaſe of Appe 
—Juriſdiction of the H.of Peers in caſe of Impotrti 

—— Letters about the Biſhops Votes in Capital Ca 
Duporti Verſio Pſalmorum Graca; (4 
Dr. Grew's Idea of Philological Hiſtory continued: 


Grew $ 

_ Conſj gainſt the State of 7 | 
Spaniards Conſpiracy againſt the State of Yenice. 
Dr. Brown's Refeio Medic :* with Digbies Obſervatic 
Dr. Senn on the Londen Diſpenſatory. | 
Brinſley's Poling of the Accidence. 
Several Tracts of Mr. Hales of Eaton. 
Biſhop Sander ſon's Life. 
= Tilbotſon's _ of Ne, FR Wl nad 

. Simpſon's Chymical Anatomy ot . 5 

Spaws 3 with a Diſcourſe of the Original of Þ 

Springs and other as 2 | | 


_ ., 


Books Sold by Richard Chiſwel]. 


is Hydrological Eflays, with an Account of the 
Allum-works at #hirby, and ſome Obſervations a- 
But the Janndice. 1 -. 6. 4. | 
Cox's Ditcourle of the Intereſt of the Patient, in 
ference to Phyſick and Phyſicians. 
gn0n Salutis:0r an Inftrument.to cleanſe theStomach. 
With divers New - Experiments of the Vertue of 
Tabaco and Ceffee : with a Preface of Sir Hen. Blunt. 
Cave's Primitive Chriſtianity, in three Parrs. 
D;ſcourle of the Nature, Ends, and difference of 
me wo Covenants, 1672. 25. 
tizes Faller's Sermons of Peace and Holineſs. 15.6. 
free Conſerence-rouching the preſent State of Eng- 
xd, at home and abroad, in order to the defigns 
of France. 15. | 
vſtery of Jeſuitiſm, Third and Fourth Parts. . 
dRor Surway's Unreaſonablenels of the Romaniſts. 
ord of [Urines. | 
dRor A ron's Caſes of Scandal and Perſecution. 
's'Latin and Englith Uictionaty. 
xe Tryals of the Regicides in 1660. 
rain genuine Remains ofthe Lord Bacon in Argu- 
ments Civil, Moral, Natural, &«c. with a large ac- 
count of all his Works, by £r. Tho. Tenniſon. 
r Paller's \- i{courſe of the Moderation of the Church 
of England. 
. Saywel's @riginal of all the Plots in Chriſtendom. 
\- AMunſons diſcourſe of Supream Power and 
Common Right 


. Henry Bagſhaw's  iſcourſes on ſelect Texts. 
Fr. Sellers Remarks relating to the State of the 
Church ja cthethree firlt Centuries. 
ze Cougl Phyſician for the uſe of ſuch as 
re far frgm Cities or Market-Towns. 
. Burner's account of the Liſe and Death ofthe Earl 
tof Rocheſter. ; : 

Vindic. of the Ordinations of the Church of Eng/. 
-Hiſtory ofthe Rights of Princes in the Diſpoſing 
of Eccleſiaſtical Benefices.and Church-Lands. 

-Life of God in the Soul of man. | 

kam's Perfect Horſeman: | | 

Sherlock's Praftical Diſc. of Religious Aſſemblies. 
-Defence of Dr. Stilinefleer's Unreaſonadleneſs of 
Separation. | | 
—A Vindicationof the defence of Dr. S::llingfleer * 

F Anſwer to Mr. Baxter and Mr. Zob about Catholick | 
Communion. - oh 

the Hiſtory of the Houle of Eftee, the Family of the 
tchets-of ork, Ottawe. - 
LRob, Filmer's Patriarcha, or Natural Power of Kings. 

gr. Pohn Cave's | {pel to the Romans. 

br. Outram's 20. erm. preached on ſeveral occaſtons. 

br. Salmon's new London Uiipenſatory. 

prence's intereſt of treland in its trade & wealth ſtated. 
> *-DVODECI MO. 

ET 0ader's Arithmetick. 

| Grotins de Veritate Religionts Chriſtiane. 

kihop Hacker's Chriſtian Confolations. 
ie Mothers Blefling, 

Help to iſcourte. 


ew-Englands Plalms. 
Apo 
Fby 44. Clifford Eſq. 
the Queen-like Cloſet, both parts. 
EF ICESI AMO: W.AK £0; 
FF Atentine's Devotions. | 
[ Guide to Heaven. 


+. 


ogy for a Treatite of Human Reaſon, written | 


Pharmacopzia Collegis Londinenſis refermata.- * 

Books lately Printed for Richard Chifwel!l. 
N Hiſtorical Relation of the I{land of CETLON 
in the-Eaft Indies : Together with. an Account 
of the detaining in Captivity the Author,and divers 
other Eng/i/i-men noxy living there, and of the Ax- 
thor's miraculous Eſcape:Illfitrated with fifteen Cop- 
per Figures, and an exact Map of the Itland. By 
Capt. Rebert. Knox,a Captive there near 20 years, Fol. 

Mr. Camfeld's two Diſcourſes of Epitcopal Contirma- 
tion, Octave. 

Bithop ilkin's Fifteen Sermons never before extant. 

Mr. ?obn Cave's two Sermons of the duty and benefit of 
{ubmiſſton to the Will of God in Atiiictions, 2ar. 

Dr. Crawford's ſerious expoſtulation with the Whuggs 
in Scotland, Onarto. 

A Letter giving a Relation of the preſent ſtate of the 
Difference berween the French King and the Court 
of Rome ;, to which is added, The Popes Brief to 
the Aſſembly of the Clergy, and their Proceltati- 
on. Publithed by Dr. Burner. ; 

Alphonſe Borellus de motu Animalium, 11 2 Vol. Quarto. 

Dr. Salmon's Doron Medicum, or ſupplement to his new 

London Diſpenſatory, Oftave. 

Sir 7ames Turner's Pallas Armata, or Military Effayes 

of the Ancient, Grectan, Koman and Modern Arr of 

War, Fel. | 

Mr. Tanner's Primoraia :or the Riſe and Gr owth of the 

firſt Church of God deſcribed, Otave. 

A Letter writ by the laſt Afembly General of the 

Clergy of France to the Proteſtants, inviting them 

to return to their Communion z together with the 

Methods | (55-58 oy them for their Conviction. 

Tranflated into Englith and Examined by Dr. Gb. 

Burnet, Oftavo. , 

Dr. Cave's Diſſertation concerning the Government of 
the Ancient Church by Biſhops, Metropolitans, 
and Patriarchs: more particularly concerning the 
ancient Power and Juriſdiction of the Biſhops of 
Rome, and the encroachments of that upon other 
YEES, eſpecially Conſtantinople, Oftavo. 

— --His Hiſtory of the Lives, Acts, Death, and 

. Writings: of the moſt eminent Fathers of the 
Church that flouriſhed in the fourth Century: (be- 
ing a Second Volumn) wherein amonglt other 
things is an ' Account of Avriaziſm, and all other 
Sefts of that Age. With an Introduttion con- 

- taining an Hiſtorical account of the ſtate of Pa- 
ganiſm under the Firſt Chriſtian Emperours, Felie. 


Books in the Preſs. 


Octor fohn Lightfoor's Works in Engliſh, Fol. 
Mr. Selden's Zanus Anglorum Englithed, with 

Notes: To which is added his Epinoms, concerning 
the Ancient Government and Laws of this Kingdom 
never before extant. Alſo two other. Treatiſes 
written by the ſame Author : Oae of the Original 
of Eccleltaſtical Juriſdiction of Teſtamentsthe other 
of the Diſpoſition or Adminiſtration of Inteſtates 
Goods ; no the firſt time Publiſhed, Fo. 

Mezerays Hiſtory of France, rendred into Engl. Fel. 

Gul. Ten-Rhyne Med. Dott. Diſſertat. de Arthritide, Man- 
thſſa Schematica, & de Acupnnitara. Item Orationes 
tres de Chemie ac Botanie Antiquitate & Dignitate. De 
Phyſiognomia &- de Monſtris. Cum Figurss & Authoris 
notis illuſtrate, Octavo. 


|. D,xSpenceri Diſſertationes deRatione Rirmaem [udaicorum, 


| 


| 


FINIS. 
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